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Dear Readers, Writers &
Advertisers:
This is my last issue as editor of The Homer News.
As of April 19th, the paper will have officially
transitioned over to our new editor, Don Ferris.
I would like to thank everyone for your support
and contributions that made the year and a half
of The Homer News a success. Now the paper will
continue to flourish for years to come.

The Homer News to Have New Ownership
Long time Homer resident, Don Ferris is assuming ownership of The Homer News. Next
week will be his first issue. Born in Cortland, Don and his wife, Delia moved to Homer in
1976 and raised their family in Homer. As a Cortland County resident, a bulk of his life, Don
has owned and operated a printing business since 1972, and he has served in Homer politics
for several years, including eight years as village trustee and ten years as town councilman.
“I have always been interested in newspapers and publications since I was a kid. My grandfather used to read the Post Standard and the Cortland Standard with me, and I still read newspapers
and magazines extensively,” he said. “When Laura and Ed Finkbeiner approached me about taking over The Homer News, I didn’t have to give it much thought. They’ve done a great job getting
the paper going, and I am prepared do whatever I can to continue their good work and provide a
source of local “good news” and information for the residents of the Village and Town of Homer.”
When asked if he had any major changes in mind for the paper, Don said he did not at this
point, “But readers may notice some minor changes that reflect my approach to publishing.”
It’s Don’s hope that all of the contributing writers will continue to write for The Homer News,
since readers have indicated they enjoy the paper’s current content. Don does plan to add some
new features to the newspaper, which will include a Community Calendar, as well as a section
to showcase former Homer residents who have moved to other areas of the country. The Homer
News will continue to be mailed to all households in the Village and all Homer rural postal
routes. Additional copies will be available at several locations throughout the town and village.
In addition to print news, the entire contents of the paper will be available on the website
www.thehomernews.com. It is likely the website will have other timely information added
between printed issues. And, as advertising increases, so will the frequency with which The
Homer News will be printed. Don says, “So far there has been strong support from several advertisers and I expect that advertising support to grow.” Since The Homer News is
a free publication, it relies on the support of advertisers to make the publication possible.
“It’s my hope that this newspaper can benefit our local community in a number of ways; by
sharing good news and events about our community members and by supporting our local
businesses who advertise in The Homer News, which will help stimulate our local economy. Supporting our local advertisers will be important to the success of our newspaper.”

The Homer NEWS
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077

Editor@thehomernews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

The deadline for April 19th issue is April
10th.

We would like to hear from you.
Send all information to editor@thehomernews.com

Cover Page:
Cover: New Vissions Group tapping trees
for Maple Syrup

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased community service and forum.
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Around Town
Cortland Blooms Festival
to Celebrate Spring
The second annual Cortland
Blooms Festival will take place on
Sunday, April 22, 2012 from 11am to
3pm at the County Office Building
Gymnasium in Cortland. This
Earth Day celebration will highlight
sustainability in Cortland County.
Workshops and demonstrations will
focus on gardening, aquaponics,
renewable energy, local foods,
composting, bicycling, wildlife
and much more. There will be an
Alternative Automobile Fuel Expo in
the parking lot as well as an outdoors
farmers’ market. Walking tours of the
Corset Building, heated with vegetable
oil will be organized as well. For more
information, visit sustainablecortland.
org.

Sara Watrous

Homer High School
Students Scavenger
Hunt
On Saturday, April 21, 2012,
Sustainable Cortland, the Homer
Center for the Arts and Schoolyard
Gardens will be hosting “A
Scavenger Hunt Around Homer” for
Homer high school students. If you
want to get to know your village
better and take it over for a day,
then join us! Registration will begin
at the Center at 10am with the hunt
running from 10:30am to 1pm.
The activities will be followed by
a lunch and concert. Teens are
encouraged to organize themselves
into groups of 3-4 and register by
e-mailing sustainablecortland@
gmail.com, stopping by Oh My
Goodness Health Foods on
Main Street or at school. Visit
sustainablecortland.org for more
information.
Sara Watrous

Celebrate Music in
Our Schools with
Cabaret March 31!
March is Music in Our Schools
month and here in Homer we
have much to celebrate! All of
our schools have wonderful music
programs and opportunities for our
budding musical talents to shine.
Homer Music Boosters is a parent
run organization created to support
the mission of the music programs
in our schools. From the funds
raised the last few years we have
helped provide instruments, sound
equipment, and uniforms as well
as helping support out groups in
going to competitions. The primary
sources of funds are from the outdoor sports concession stand (split
with Athletic Boosters), continual
bottle and can drive, and Cabaret.
As school budgets are cut, the role
of the Music Boosters is ever more
important.
There are several concerts and
plays in the district this month
and the High School choirs and
band are off to NYC for a competition. The month ends with
Cabaret March 31st at 7pm in the
High School gym. This fundraiser
offers musical selections from Soul
Singers, Jazz Band, Ruby Rhythms,
Blue Notes, and other select groups
and soloists. A fabulous array of
desserts is just the icing on the
cake! Tickets sold at the door $5
a person or $20 per family. If you
would like to contribute to Cabaret,
baked goods are still needed or if
you are interested in becoming a
member of Homer Music Boosters
email Rachel Hyde Rachel@hydehaven.com. Please consider dropping your returnable bottles and
cans to the trailer outside the music
building any time.

On Right: Homer Business Association Hosts chamber
of Commerse After Hours at Keybank: Business owners
Larry and Sylvia Nye, The Crawl Space created an
eclectic window display featuring local artists’ creations.
Other table displays set up by local business owners
provided a choice of healthy snack samples and wine
tastings.

Rachel Hyde

Community Arts
Challenge Announces
its Winner

The sponsors of the second annual Cortland County Community
Arts Challenge are pleased to
announce the winner of this year’s
“People’s Choice Visual Art
Award.” The $200 prize goes to
Jane O’Shea of Homer for her
oil painting titled, “It Takes a
Village. “ O’Shea’s work received
the most votes from over 300 people who visited the exhibit of local
artists’ works. The theme of the
event was “friendship.”
The Center for the Arts and
the Cultural Council of Cortland
County congratulate and thank all
of the artists, musicians, dancers,
and writers who shared their talents
with our community. The theme for
the third annual Community Arts
Challenge will be announced in
May 2012.

HBA Hosts Chamber of
Commerce After Hours
at Key Bank
Susan Sandy, Key Bank President
and Homer Business Association
President welcomed Bob Haight,
Cortland County Chamber of
Commerce Director to the Key
Bank for the After Hours Event in
Homer. Several county officials and
business owners with staff members
networked while indulging in tasty
culinary delights provided by HBA
members Deb and Kevin Slack
of Kory’s Diner. A Fashion show
with local models wearing the latest trends was presented by Lilly
lane Tree and Bev & Co. Business
owners Larry and Sylvia Nye, The
Crawl Space created an eclectic
window display featuring local artist’s creations. Other table displays
set up by local business owners
provided a choice of healthy snack
samples and wine tastings.
Homer Business Association
and Cortland County Chamber of
Commerce are proud to provide
programs of interest and support
for the many (small) businesses in
Homer and throughout the county.
Kathleen Beardsley
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A Narrative of a True
Murder Mystery in Homer
by Martin Sweeney

I

June 1, 1895:
n cross-examination, the prosecution
asked, “Mr. Crance, are you acquainted
with Mr. Louis Clark?”
“No, I only know his brother J. D.”
“Have you had any conversation about
Louis with his brother?”
“I presume I told him some time last week
that I did not know Louis.”
“Was that true?”
“Well, yes, I did not know him then. I
know who he is now.”
“Good. Then could you now point out for
the court the stranger you saw with Mr.
McDonald at the Brunswick on the Friday
in question?”
Crance turned with an outstretched
arm and pointed at Louis Clark seated at a
table.
John O’Connor testified next that he knew
both McDonald and Clark. The thirtyyear old was an employee of the Cortland
Wagon Company who tended bar for
Murphy on occasion.
“Murphy asked me to tend bar that night.
He wanted to go to the show at the Opera
House. I worked until 11 o’clock.”
“Was the defendant and Mr. Clark there
that night?”
“I did not see them in the saloon that night
while I was there. I know they did not get
drinks from me while I was there. In fact,
I do not remember but four persons being
served while I was there.”
“What about in the side room?”
“I saw no one in the side room between 9
and 10 o’clock, but I can’t swear no one
was in there.” With a smirk he added,
“I know for sure there were no women
comin’ in while I was there.”
“Did you see or hear Mr. McDonald and
Mr. Clark come in and go upstairs?”
“Well, I know they didn’t come in and go
through the bar room. Like I said, I don’t
remember seein’ them at all that night.
There are back stairs leading from the
alleyway to the sleeping rooms, but I could
not have heard anybody going up these
stairs from the bar room.”
“Now, Mr. O’Connor, think carefully.
When you first came into the bar room that
evening, who was there?”
“I remember “Bobby” Owen was in
there….”
“And McDonald and Clark?” interjected
the attorney.
“They might have been there when I first
went in, but I didn’t see them.”
Fred S. Owen was called to testify next.

Classifieds
(Set of 4) 15 70 15 blue Tack?
Winter tire, practically new. $150.
Call (607)753-8227.
Vacuum Cleaner Hoover. $20.
Oak Dresser best offer. Call
(607)753-8227.
Bed Liner for small Pick Up $40.
Call (607)753-8227.
Plow Blade for Simplicity Tractor.
$25. Call (607)753-8227.
Single Bed Frame (complete) $50.
Call (607)753-8227.
Carosene Heaters $35.
Call (607)753-8227.
Dorm-Refrigerator $25.
Call (607)753-8227.
Self-propelled Lawn Mower $45.
Call (607)753-8227.

“I live in Homer, I am 45 years old, and I
am a carriage painter. I was in Murphy’s
from around 6 to 9 o’clock the evening
of December 21st. O’Connor was there.
McDonald and Clark were there between
7 and 8 o’clock. It must have been a
little after 8 when they left. I can’t say if
O’Connor was there then. They were there
from seven to ten minutes and then went
out, and I didn’t see them after that.”
Representing the People, Attorney J.
Courtney, Jr., then offered in evidence portions of the evidence given by Louis Clark
before Coroner Bradford last December,
and adjournment was taken until Monday
morning.
June 3, 1895:
Attorney Smith summed up, as the newspaper put it, “in his usual able manner” for
defendant McDonald. He was followed
in the afternoon by prosecuting attorney
Courtney’s “very clear and comprehensive
statement of the case.”
Immediately after Courtney concluded
his summation, the trial of the People vs.
Louis Clark was called. Twenty-six depositions taken by Justice Smith prior to issuing warrants for the arrest of McDonald
and Clark were read. Testimony was
offered by Sheriff Adam Hillsinger. He
stated that he knew defendant Clark
and heard him make a statement on that
Saturday morning concerning his whereabouts on the evening of December
21st and the morning of December 22nd.
Adjournment was then called.
June 4, 1895:
Examination of Sheriff Hillsinger
resumed with his testimony: “The statement I heard Clark make was during the
giving of his testimony on the examination of John McDonald. I heard him say
that he was with McDonald from 6 or 7
in the evening of December 21st until the
following morning.” The statement was
reduced to writing by the Court and signed
by Clark and read in evidence. With that
the People rested, and the Defense offered
in evidence the testimony of the witnesses
for the defense in the trial of McDonald,
and the People offered in evidence the
testimony of these witnesses upon crossexamination.
The Defense then moved for the discharge of Clark on the ground of insufficient evidence to hold him for appearance before the grand jury. The motion
was denied and the Court decided to
hold McDonald as principal and Clark as
accomplice. The two were remanded to
jail. The crime for which McDonald was
being held was not bailable, but Clark’s
bail was fixed at $1000 even though the
DA insisted it should be at least $10,000.
The next grand jury was set to sit in
October.
June 5, 1895:
The Cortland Evening Standard reported that the discrepancy between McDonald
and Clark regarding bail “has caused some
comment as being, to the lay observer,
a little illogical.” The paper went on to
say: “As Clark testified that he was with
McDonald the whole of the night or period
during which the crime is charged to have
been committed, it would seem either both
should be held alike, or both discharged,
for the penal code has destroyed, the distinction between principal and accomplices
by declaring that all who participate, aid or
abet in the commission of a crime are principals.” The paper cited a case in Syracuse
where two were sentenced to death for a
murder though only one did the shooting
and the other was merely an accomplice.
July, 1895:
McDonald’s counsel appeared in
Canastota, New York, before Judge Gerret
A. Forbes to request that McDonald
be admitted to bail in accordance with
Sections 552 and 558 of the code of
criminal procedure. Appeal was based
on the grounds that the evidence was not
sufficient for holding the prisoner in jail.
District Attorney Burlingame opposed
the motion, and Judge Forbes denied the
motion. McDonald remained incarcerated
without bail.
October 18, 1895:
The grand jury voted almost unanimously for acquittal. It failed to find an

indictment against John McDonald for the
murder of Patrick McDonald, and he was
discharged. By order of the committing
magistrate the DA was precluded from
presenting to the grand jury the case of
Louis Clark. The local paper reported:
“Perhaps no case which has been before
the grand jury in some time has roused
more general interest than that of John
McDonald charged with the murder of
Patrick Quinlan. The district attorney and
the county officers made a very thorough,
searching and painstaking examination and
followed to the end every clue that could
be furnished.”
Whoever murdered Patrick Quinlan
remained at large and was never identified, which proves you can get away
with murder in Homer…at least back
in 1894-95. Who did it and for what
motive? Was it John McDonald or Louis
Clark in a case of robbery? Was it a family member resentful of restrictive living
or financial circumstances on the Quinlan
farm? Thomas Quinlan? Julia Quinlan?
Or was it someone else in the community
that jumped Patrick Quinlan for his cash
or for some other reason a few days before
Christmas? What if Julia Quinlan had
married Morris O’Connors, the man who
was at the Quinlan farm the last months of
1894? Would that cast suspicion upon the
two of them? Evidence of such a marriage
has not been found yet.
The Quinlan Case remains a “cold
case.” How would the case have turned
out had it occurred today? Given modern
technology and forensic science that can
now be brought to bear in criminal cases,
how would the case have been handled
differently and the perpetrator of the crime
brought to justice?
Who do you say murdered Patrick
Quinlan?

Music at Grace
Church

by JoAnn Wickman

Come to Grace-Holy Spirit Church, 13
Court Street, Cortland for a special concert
in The Arts at Grace 2011-12 series. BassBaritone David Neal and pianist Richard
Montgomery will perform “Songs of Love,
Spring, and Longing” at 8pm on Saturday
evening March 31st. The family of well-know
local musicians Kundry Willwerth is sponsoring this musical evening in memory of her husband Lyn Willwerth, featuring songs of Franz
Schubert, Robert Schumann, and Hugo Wolf as
a gift to the Cortland and Ithaca communities.
A reception will follow the performance.
Schubert, Schumann, and Wolf were at the
heart of a great outpouring of song during the
Romantic period. Schubert alone wrote over
600 songs and transformed the art song into a
fully mature form of artistic expression with
piano and voice as equal partners. Schubert’s
compositional range was extraordinary. It
ranged from songs with folk-like melodies to
complex extended pieces in much freer form.
Schumann burst onto the musical scene with
120 songs in 1840, the year he married the brilliant pianist Clara Wieck. Schumann’s songs
display the composer’s great gift for melody
and an almost rhapsodic use of the piano.
Hugo Wolf had an intense love of poetry.
Wolf’s melodies closely match the rise and
fall of the language while his rich piano parts
reflect his uncanny perception of each poem’s
emotional core.
Bass-baritone David Neal has performed
nationally and internationally in opera and
concert, including recent performances with
the Center for Contemporary Opera in New
York and Hungary, and with the Kitchen
Theater, Symphony Syracuse, and the Barge
Music series in New York. Pianist Richard
Montgomery has performed as conduc-

tor, music director and stage director with
Greensboro Opera, Virginia Opera, New York
City Opera and Ithaca Opera has toured extensively with the National Opera Company. In
musical theater, he has served as music director in several states and locally with SUNY
Cortland, the Kitchen Theater, Cornell Theater,
Cornell Savoyards, Running to Places and the
Hanger Theater.
The Arts at Grace is a community outreach
effort of Grace Episcopal-Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church assisted by the Wilkins Foundation,
individuals and businesses from the greater
Cortland community. The 2011-2012 season
is made possible in part with funds from New
York State Council on the Arts Decentralization
Grant Program, a State Agency and the Cultural
Resources Council, a Regional Arts Council.
Admission to all Arts at Grace events is free,
but donations are welcome. For further information, call (607) 753-3073 during business
hours.

Heyer Physical
Therapy Downtown
by Laura Finkbeiner
Downtown Homer has a very convenient Physical Therapy Clinic, easily
accessible right in the center of Main
Street Homer. With convenience and
safety in mind, Ehren Heyer decided to
settle in Homer in May 2011.
Ehren Heyer studied at SUNY
Cortland in Physical Therapy and
worked under Joan Goodwin, the
proprietor of one of the first physical
therapy clinics in Cortland County.
He was interested in the process of
making a diagnosis and uncovering the
underlying causes of physical ailments.
Ehren also enjoys the challenge of
working with a wide age demographic.
He treats patients from 1 ½ to 94 years.
And tends to sports injuries or anyone
who needs an adjustment.
Heyer Physical Therapy is a full
rehabilitation center that emphasizes:
the “process of evaluation, treatment
and prevention.” Ehren says time and
time again that people tend to rush into
his office in urgent need of physical
therapy after waiting too long after
surgery. He highly encourages people
who have gone through surgery to go
into physical therapy to strengthen core
muscles that weren’t injured. Ehren
says, “Nine out of ten times, physical
therapy will help get you back on your
feet much sooner.” This speeds up the
healing process and is conducive to an
early recovery.
Ehren encourages you to stop in and
make an appointment or to just say
“hi.” Check out his website: heyerpt.
com and visit the clinic in Homer and
get your body moving normally again.
As the top of Ehren’s website states:
Heyer Physical Therapy, “return to
what matters most.”
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Red Dragons Men’s Lacrosse Remains
Unbeaten In Home Opener

by John Zachary

Cortland, N.Y. March, 3 2012
Cortland State’s #3 ranked men’s Lacrosse
team won a hard fought game at home,
against
#12 ranked
Union,
keeping
them
undefeated
early
in their
season.
It was a
great day
in Central,
NY for a
collage
men’s
Lacrosse
game, the
sun was
Cody Consul

second quarter, giving them a 3-0 lead
going into the locker room. Homer alumni,
Cortland State freshmen #19 Hunter

shining and the temps were staying in the
mid 40’s. Cortland was playing host to the
“Dutchmen” from Union in the first game
at home this season. The Dragons came
into this game 1-0 after beating Widner on
the road last week 9-5.
Cortland won the opening face off with
Junior, Nick Jarvis, giving his team their
first possession on offense. Cortland’s #32
Billy Davis took a shot early on, but was
denied a goal, giving the Dutchmen their
first chance on the offensive side of the
field. Union’s first possession was short
lived after Cortland’s defense stepped in
for a steal and moved back into Union
territory. Cortland took full advantage of
the turnover by getting the ball into the
stick of Cody Consul. Consul worked
his way around to the left side of the goal,
and was hit as he made his shot on goal
launching him into the air. Cody’s shot
made it past Union’s goalie Sean Aaron
giving the Dragons an early lead 1-0 at the
10:57 mark.
Union seemed to be a little sluggish
at the start of the game letting Cortland
Dominate on the offensive side of the
ball for most of the first quarter. Consul
put another shot past Aaron at the 9:36
mark, assisted from #14 Sr. Greg Wright,
putting the Dragons up 2-0.
At the start of the second quarter the
Dutchmen moved the ball around for a
good while in C State’s end looking to get
one past #9 Jr. Goalie Mike Kaminski.
Kaminski was up for the challenge,
stopping the best shot from the Dutchmen
so far on the day.
Cortland pounced on the Union’s missed
attempt by marching down the field setting
up a very nice goal from Cortland’s #14
Greg Wright with the assist from #23
Sr. Mike Tota. This (man up) goal was
the only goal for the Red Dragons in the

Osborne, played a few minutes at the end
of the second quarter, giving him a couple
touches at attack for the Dragons. Osborne
also played in Cortland’s first game against
Winder, giving him a taste of Lacrosse at
the next level.
Cortland came out after the break hoping
to continue the momentum from the first
half, but the Dutchmen had different plans.
Union started the third quarter with an
unassisted goal by #26 Nolan Connors,
giving the Union some life with 14:10 left
on the clock. Union seemed to feed off that
goal for the rest of the game. They were
playing with much more energy, giving
the Red Dragons a run for their money,

making Cortland work hard for an edge.
Cortland’s 20 turnovers also helped keep
Union in the game. Skaneateles native,
Kyle Christine took his long stick all the
way down the field before he dumped it
off to teammate #19 Sr. Ted McKenna for
Union’s second goal of the day at the 6:40
mark making it 3-2 Cortland.
Cortland’s next few possessions did not
harvest anything, thanks to the good goal
keeping of Union’s goalie Sean Aaron.
During the fourth quarter the Red Dragons
increased their lead to 6-2 with goals from

Goalie, Mike Kaminski
Wright, Winterfield and Slavik, giving
Cortland a little breathing room with 6

minutes left in the game.
The “ Dutchmen” from Union came
from a time out on fire getting two goals,
making it 6-4 Cortland. With less than
four minutes left, Cortland’s head coach
Steve Beville called a time out, trying to
slow down the Dutchmen’s momentum.
After the timeout, Cortland won the face
off, giving them a chance to run some time
off the clock. Union worked hard trying
to get the ball back. Finally they caused a
Red Dragon turnover, giving them another
possession. The Dutchmen went to the
other end looking
to get another
shot on goal, but
were denied by the
Dragon’s defense
erasing any hope
of a come back
from the visitors.
Cortland ran the
clock down to
end the game.
Cortland travels
to Gettysburg on
the 10th of March
looking to stay
unbeaten.
The Red Dragons
next home game
will be Sat, March 17 @3pm were they
will take on Stevenson.

Homer Village 2012-2013 Budget Summary
Expenses						
Income
General Gov’t Support
368,639		
Property Taxes		
1,230,308
								
Real Property tax items
27,900
Police			
380,493				
Fire Department
119,116		
Sales taxes		
575,000
Dog Control		
9,716		
Utilities Gross tax
40,000
Public Health			
40		
Franchises		
43,000
		
		
Street Administration
37,045			
Treasurers fees
1,500
Street maintenance
202,992		
Police Dept. fees
1,000
Perm’t Improvements
54,400		
Dog Control fees
400
Snow removal		
25,200			
Public Works Service		
100
Street lighting		
90,500			
Parks and recreation
50,600
								
Senior recreation
		
500
Parks			
45,592		
Durkee Park Rental
1,100
Playground/Rec Ctr
135,937		
Zoning fees		
1,000
Library				
27,000		
Planning Board fee
300
Historian			
2,000		
Cemetery charges
31,000
Celebrations			
5,000			
Programs for aging		
1,200		
Fire protection services
175,199
							
Youth Rec. Services
47,737
Zoning			
2,000		
Use of money/ property
2,000
Planning		
2,500		
Licenses and permits
2,615
Refuse and Garbage
228,612		
Fines and forfeitures
350
Street Cleaning
4,000		
State Aid			
94,900
Beautification
4,000		
Shade trees
20,000		
Total Revenues
$2,816,509
Community develop’t
10,000
Cemeteries		
103,876
Employee Benefits (15 full time and 37 part time)					
Employee benefits
Medical insurance
Debt service			
Budget Reserves		
Total Expenses

248,935
74,890
27,207
490,000
$2,816,509
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News from the Library
Snow Geese
For each of us there are one or two sights
that set our hearts flying. You know, those
moments of total awe where all you can do is
sit back and watch, waiting for your heart to
come back into your body and start beating
again. For me, it’s snow geese. There’s something about those black tipped wings curving
down toward earth as the geese come in for a
landing that makes me catch my breath every
time. I saw them last week, as I was getting
ready to pull out of my driveway and head to
work. A hundred or more of the great white
birds, black beaked and footed, slowly gliding
down to land in the cornfield across from my
house. Sitting in my car staring through the
windshield, I watched them touch down. They
raised their necks to call, fluffed up their feathers and began to glean, looking for any kernels
of corn.
I watch for them every fall and spring,
although they don’t always come through. Or
at least, I don’t see them every year. But every
time I do, I just want to sit and soak in their
presence. Life becomes better just for them
having passed through the valley. I try to memorize the look and sound and feel of them, to
hold me till I see them again. When I see snow
geese, I can believe like Julian of Norwich that
“all shall be well, and all shall be well, and all
manner of things shall be well.”
The only thing that comes too close to
those sightings of awe is poetry. There’s something about the words rolling around in my
mouth, the metaphors flying through my head
that create that same hope: that moment of stillness, of knowing. Like the meaning of life is on
the tip of my tongue.
It’s like when Mary Oliver writes, “You do
not have to be good,” in Wild Geese. Or “what
will you do with your one wild and precious
life?” in The Summer Day. Or when David
Whyte writes in Millenium, “Now is the path of
leaving the path.” Or the words of Hafiz in The
God Who Only Knows Four Words, “the God
who only knows four words and keeps repeating them, saying: ‘Come dance with Me.’” Or
Wendell Berry’s poem, Manifesto: The Mad
Farmer Liberation Front which says “Be like
the fox who makes more tracks than necessary,
some in the wrong direction. Practice resurrection.” Or the classic Robert Frost, “Two roads
diverged in a yellow wood, and I – I took the
one less traveled by, and that has made all the
difference.”
April is National Poetry Month. So, search
for your own snow geese; and, if you don’t see
any, read poetry. It as Mary Oliver writes in
The Journey, “and there was a new voice which
you slowly recognized as your own, that kept
you company as you strode deeper and deeper
into the world.”

What’s New at the Library?
Movies with Ben
This month Ben, the library dog will be
hosting two Saturday movies. On Saturday,

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
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March 10th at 10:30 am, Ben and his co-host
Mrs. Little will be showing the film Hotel for
Dogs. Mrs. Little will provide a short book talk
about the book, followed by the movie. There’ll
be coffee and donuts for the adults and popcorn
and juice for the kids. Don’t miss this family
event.
Then on Saturday, March 24th at 10:30 am,
Ben will be hosting a showing of the latest
Buddies film, Treasure Buddies. Come watch
your favorite Golden pups with our own resident Golden Retriever, Ben. Open to the whole
family, there’ll be refreshments for everyone.
Hunger Games Party
Are you a Hunger Games fan? The movie
comes out on Friday, March 23rd, but you don’t
have to wait till then. Come to our pre-release
party on Thursday, March 22nd from 4 to 6 pm.
There’ll be games, prizes and refreshments.
Come dressed as your favorite character and
join the excitement!
Holistic Living Series
The library will be hosting a three session program on Holistic Living exploring
different practices for self discovery and
mind/body health. If you are looking for
help dealing with the stress of life, this
series could be what you want. The series
kicks off March 29th with Meditation, a program by Interfaith Minister Lisa Sarick. Learn
the benefits and techniques of meditation. On
April 5th there will be a program on Journaling
for Self-Discovery. Using the writings of Julia
Cameron, Natalie Goldberg and Deena Metzger,
Priscilla Berggren-Thomas will facilitate a look
at journaling for self-expression and discovery. Finally, the series will conclude on April
12th with a look at Mind/Body Healing by
Lisa. She’ll explain
and demonstrate
the power of the
mind to help and
heal us, through
energy psychology techniques
and other tools
that clear away
mental blocks and
promote harmony.
All programs are
at 7:00 pm. Call
the library to preregister.

Children’s
programs
Pre-school Story
Time with Miss
Tammy is every
Wednesday that
school is in session
@ 10:30 am. Themes
for March are:
March 14th –
Frogs
March 21st –
Shoes

March 28th – Space
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd grades
meets Thursdays @ 3:10 pm. Rockin’ Readers
does not meet during school breaks or on snow
days. The upcoming Rockin’ Readers schedule
is:
March 15th – A visit from Lime Hollow staff
and their Red-tailed Hawk
March 22nd – Celebrate Spring
March 29th – Wind
Teen and Adult Programs
The Fantasy Writers’ Group is open to
all Jr. and Sr. High students interested in writing
fantasy or science fiction. The group meets the
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month at 4:00 pm.
The Phillips Free Library Writers’ group
meets the first and third Wednesdays of the
month at 6:30 pm. The first Wednesday of the
month, the group focuses on craft and the third
Wednesday is spent writing together. The group
is open to any writer. March 21st is time to
write.
The Book Discussion group meets the third
Monday of the month. The meeting for March
will be on the 19th at 3:30 pm. The book for
discussion is Are Men Necessary? by Maureen
Dowd. Everyone is invited.

Melissa Sarat in her studio on the
third floor of the Niagara Bank
building

An Art showing and Mardi Gras Celebration
The community was invited to celebrate Mardi Gras with Melissa Sarat in her studio on the third floor of the Niagara Bank building, February 18th & 19th. Traditional
Louisiana Mardi Gras refreshments were served. Visitors also had the opportunity to
view Melissa’s new paintings and hand painted silk scarves. All pieces were available for
purchase. It was a lovely time to see friends and enjoy the art of our very own Louisiana
artist. Melissa hopes that people continue to visit her as she creates new masterpieces.
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On the move to BIGGER & BETTER THINGS
,
but still taking orders to meet your catering &
baking needs! Call Randy at
607-749-9999. And stay tuned to
our Homer News ad & WXHC
for exciting news to come!
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Local Foods at the Center for the
Arts’ First Annual Cabaret Dinner
by Sara Watrous

O

n Saturday, March 3, 2012, the Center for the
Arts of Homer hosted its first annual cabaret
dinner, “Opera’s Greatest Hits: A Cabaret
Dinner,” in the Center’s newly renovated Community
Room. The nine performers of the Tri-Cities Opera
entertained the crowd of 150 over a local foods dinner.
The evening, a fundraiser for the Center’s Stained
Glass Window Restoration Campaign was a success.
Tickets were sold out a week before the event and the
enthusiasm from the community was unprecedented.
Accompanied by Maestro John Isenberg, The Tri
Cities Opera Company presented, in a fun, exciting and
accessible way, a hit parade of all the best-loved arias
and ensembles, including vocal masterpieces by Verdi,
Puccini, Donizetti and Mozart. The four segments
separated the various courses of the meal.
The audience was served a local foods dinner,
coordinated by Sustainable Cortland, a community
organization promoting local foods. Area farmers
and food producers donated much of the food for the
dinner that was prepared by Randy Lewis, of Linani’s in
Homer.
Those who attended were greeted with a beautiful
layout of hors d’oeuvres, including local artisanal
cheeses (from Northland Sheep Dairy of Marathon,
NY, Keeley’s Cheese Co. of King Ferry, NY, and Lively
Run Cheese Co., donated through Oh My Goodness
Health Foods in Homer), pâté with green peppercorns
and pecans, and goat cheese stuffed mushrooms.
The first course consisted of a soup, a Garlic
Straccitella, using donations from Early Morning
Farm, Genoa, NY (carrots), Frosty Morning Farm,
Truxton, NY (garlic), Northland Sheep Dairy (grated
cheese), Finger Lakes Fresh, Ithaca, NY (Arugula) and
Ronnie and Maryfaith Miller, Summerhill, NY (freerange eggs).
Next, the guests enjoyed a salad of wintergreens,

apples, walnuts and blue cheese topped with an apple
vinaigrette, using a local salad blend from Finger Lakes
Fresh and apples from Hollenbeck’s Cider Mill, Virgil,
NY.
The main course was a choice between beef
bourguignon with parsley potatoes, Chicken Marsala
with wild rice, or vegetable lasagna. The beef was local,
grass-fed and organic from Twin Oaks Dairy, Truxton,
NY, Cobblestone Valley Farm, Preble, NY and from
Ronnie and Maryfaith Miller, Summerhill, NY. The side
dish was organics carrots from Early Morning Farm
(check out their CSA!). Anderson’s Market, Little
York, NY, provided the potatoes and onions.
The dessert was Maple Tarte Tatin, using apples
from Hollenbeck’s and local maple syrup from this year.
Maria Hopko, of Maria’s Original Baklava, made mini
baklava as an added treat. Chris Applegate of Virgil, NY
made Virgil Mountain Bread, with locally ground grains,
for every table.
Thank you to all the local farmers and food
producers for donating to this cause. Another thanks to
the many volunteers who helped to prepare and serve
the meal/event. The collaboration between the Center
and Sustainable Cortland proved to be a successful
one. It was great to see local causes team up to support
one another. This community music venue, just like
our neighboring farmers, needs the support of local
residents. While performance is one of the primary
functions of the Center for the Arts, it is also available
for year-round classes, workshops, exhibits, summer
camps and conferences devoted to the visual and
performing arts.
The Homer Farmer’s Market will start on
Saturday, May 19th. Be sure to mark your calendars!
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• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
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Left to Right: Doreen Bates, Chief Operations
Officer: Peter Grimm, Susan Landes, Hugh
Riehlman, President of the Board

Living History Museum Big
Announcement
A donation of $250,000 has been granted to
The Living History Museum. Peter Grimm
made the generous donation to the Brockway
Museum to further the progress of the construction; making for an early opening date,
on June 8th. The donation will be used for the
instillation of a sprinkler system, new carpets
etc. Coming up, Brockway Trucks will have its
100th anniversary.

