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Letters

fairgrounds and would love to have constructive
suggestions and volunteers are always welcomed to
make the fair a favored destination on every family’s
summer agenda.

FAIRGROUND

Sincerely,
The County of Cortland Agricultural Corporation

We felt compelled to write a letter in response to
the one Mr. Finkbeiner wrote concerning the Cortland
County Fair.
In 2011 the Cortland County Junior Fair will
celebrate its 58th anniversary, and as stated this is a
junior fair, not a county fair. By definition it is only
open to exhibitors 5-19 years of age who live or attend
school in Cortland County. This is very different from
any other county fair in New York State that opens
up its competition for youth and adult exhibitors from
outside its borders.
The Cortland County Junior Fair is operated by
The County of Cortland Agricultural Corporation
(Fairboard), which also owns the property on Carroll
Street. The Ag Corporation works in cooperation
with the Cortland County Holstein Club that owns
the large barn and show ring on the other part of the
property. Neither of these two organizations received
county tax dollars to maintain their facilities or to
carry out their shows. A third partner in running
the Junior Fair is Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Cortland County, which administers the 4-H youth
development program. Cooperative Extension owns
no land, but owns and maintains two buildings for
housing exhibits and the operation of a concession
stand by 4-H Teen Council members.
The County of Cortland Agricultural Corporation
has a Board of Directors comprised of 17 hardworking volunteers. We donate hundreds of hours
throughout the year in order to offer this fair for our
young people. The fair offers a venue for 4-H’ers
and any young people to exhibit and showcase their
projects to the public and to have a competition that
serves as a nomination for exhibition at the New York
State Fair.
The Ag Corporation operates on a shoestring
budget, and only receives income from the carnival,
which operates during the fair and rental income
from outside events that are held at the fairgrounds.
With these funds we constructed a new handicapped
accessible restroom facility six years ago, replaced
a roof on our larger exhibition hall, painted the 4-H
building, and pay our ongoing electric and water bills.
As you know, we have limited land and no fence
around the fairground. Therefore, it is impossible to
charge a “gate” fee and parking is free.
We don’t know what day Mr. Finkbeiner and his
family attended our Junior Fair in 2010, but are a bit
confused by his statement that there were very few
animals in attendance.
In fact, there were 258 animals on exhibit, including
95 head of cattle, 39 goats, 18 sheep, 52 ducks and
chickens, 27 rabbits and cavies, and 17 horses. We
feel this is more than a “few”.
In all, 1,103 exhibits were prepared and on display
by our county’s young people in 2010. They ranged
from photography to blueberry muffins.
There was also live music presented two nights of
the fair, a terrific fireworks display on Saturday, and
a tent for four days dedicated to the promotion of
the different faces agriculture, which is our county’s
number one industry. Speaking of which, our efforts in
agricultural promotion at the fair have in recent years
been recognized at the New York State Convention
of Agricultural Fairs, an honor of which we are very
proud.
We take great pride in our Junior Fair, one of the
largest Junior Fairs in the state. We would welcome
more activities throughout the year to be held at the

Corrections: We apologize for

misidentifying Vivian VosburghGarvey in the poem, Learning to
Swim published May 19. Vosburgh
wrote the article, not the Garveys.
Pat Mosch wrote the article, An
outstanding Performance, which
was held at the Intermediate
School, not The Children’s Center.

Garden News
by Elaine Norris

Tea Time for Homer
Community Gardens!
Here’s a recipe that deserves as much fame as Susan
Stanberg’s (CHECK SPELLING) cranberry sauce. It too
is seasonal, a little edgy, very easy, and trotted out year
after year because, like that sauce, it pulls its weight. I
can’t imagine gardening without it.
Garlic ‘tea’ for the garden:
Boil a quart or so of water in a saucepan.
Remove from heat and add the following.
*One head of garlic (old stuff left over from last
year), smashed in any way that is fun, skins and
all. *Several shakes of hot pepper flakes, sauce,
or ground red pepper – whatever lurks in your
cupboard. *A good handful or two of highly aromatic herbs like the mint you are in the process
of ripping out of your back bed or the basil aging
in your freezer.
Allow to steep overnight or up to a week. Strain
into a container that you’ll never wish to use
again, except for more garlic tea. Gently stir in a
drop or two of mineral oil or dish soap: this helps
the tea to stick to foliage.
Apply to garden plants with a sprayer several
times a week and/or after rain. This spray could
damage leaves if applied too heavily or when the
sun is beating down on them, but I’ve never had
a problem.
This of course is not for consumption: that is the point!
Lots of garden pests will avoid foliage that has been
sprayed with this obnoxious mixture. Lots of people will
avoid you if you spill it on your clothes, so take care. If
it scents your hands, scrub them with soap and a little
baking soda or salt. Or you could stand in your garden
waving away more pests until the scent wears off. Not a
bad way for the committed to spend a summer evening,
hmmm?
Like anything else, keep it away from your eyes and
spray down wind.
This tea is useful against rodents, some deer, many leafeating insects, and a few diseases. I spray all my cucurbits (squash and cukes) and brassicas (cabbages, broccoli,
kale…) to keep moths from laying eggs on the plants. (It’s
the hungry hatched larvae that do the damage.) I spray
beans, greens, and peas to annoy the bunnies. For potatoes (bothered by Colorado potato beetles) and mints (and
any plant bothered by tarnished plant bugs or leaf hoppers) I increase the dish soap to 1 tsp per quart and spray
3x a week through June to kill larvae.
Garlic helps prevent fungus and molds, especially if
boosted with a drop or two of tea tree essential oil and
applied early. It seems to help my tomatoes, cucumbers,
and peas, especially when I’m able to add stinging nettles
or that ancient weed, horsetail (equisetum), to the tea
recipe.
As is, this ‘tea’ is a great all-round garden tool. With a
little research, you can find other good herbs to mix into
it for the specific plants or problems that you have. Fruit
trees, I’ve heard, like chives and nasturtium. Carrots like
black tea leaves and sage. Cabbages like rosemary and
thyme. How cool, that our vegetable plants like a lot of
the same things that we do. No wonder our vegetables are
such comfortable companions and our gardens such pleasant places.

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased community service and forum.

			

Be a Part of the 2011
Community Arts
Challenge
Residents of Homer, it is time once
again to get out your art supplies,
your dancing shoes, your musical
instruments, your cameras, and your
computers and pens! The second annual
Cortland County’s Community Arts
Challenge is underway. All Cortland
County artists, dancers, musicians,
photographers, and writers are
encouraged to participate
What is the Community Arts
Challenge? It is a juried competition,
co-sponsored by the Center for the Arts
in Homer and the Cultural Council of
Cortland County. The goal of the Arts
Challenge is to encourage creativity
within the Cortland County community
and to showcase that creativity with
an exhibit and performances of the
best submitted works. Prizes will
be awarded in six categories: Fine
Arts, Artisan Crafts, Choreography,
Musical Composition, Photography,
and Writing.
The “challenge” is to use one’s
art to depict or express a specific
theme. The artistic theme for the
2011 Arts Challenge is “friendship.”
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Submitted works will be judged on
how creatively and skillfully they
communicate this theme. The Arts
Challenge will conclude with public
events celebrating the theme of
“friendship,” and the public will be
involved in the judging for special
“people’s choice” awards. All public
exhibitions and performances will
take place in January 2012.
Anyone who lives or works in
Cortland County is eligible to
participate in the Arts Challenge.
The sponsors hope to receive many
submissions in each category, so that
the exhibits will reflect a wide range
of local talent and a wide range of
interpretation of the artistic theme.
It is hoped that all the artists who
entered the 2010 Arts Challenge will
enter again this year and that many
new artists will join them.
There is still plenty of time to plan
and produce your entry. Submissions
are due by November 1, 2011.
So, start planning ways to use your
talents to be part of this communitywide event.
Full details about how to
enter the Community Arts
Challenge can be found at www.
CortlandArtsChallenge.org. You
can also call 749-4900 to have a
prospectus and application form
mailed to you.
Homer artists, take the Arts
Challenge!

Ann Siegle

60 Years Together
You are invited to help celebrate
Don & Jeanine Collier’s
60th Wedding Anniversary
12-4pm on July 2 at the Homer
American Legion on Main Street
Diana Moreland

Class Reunion of 1961
Homer’s Class of 1961 will celebrate their 50th reunion during
Holiday in Homer on July 15-16.
We would like to invite members
of the Class of ‘60 and ‘62 to join
us on Friday night July 15th at 6:00
for a light supper, some conversation and fun at the Center for the
Arts Community Building. If interested in joining us, please call Pat
(Wall) Buchholz to make your reservation at 607-423-9817. Reserve
by June 30th
Cost for our guests will be $10,
due at time of reservation. Hope
to see lots of our old friends there!

Greetings from The
Book Corner:

This month I’ve chosen to
highlight one of Jody Picoult’s
novels, Salem Falls. I have read a
few of these popular and prolific
writer’s books. If you enjoy
novels which address controversial
issues you would probably enjoy
Picoult.
Salem Falls tells the story of an
admired high school teacher and
coach who is accused of the rape
of two of his female students. The
story takes place in small New
England towns where conservative
thinking is the norm and rushes
to judgment are common. If you
We have approximately 2 - 3 acres have read Arthur Miller’s The
left to do in the south end; most of
Crucible you will immediately
it is on the eastside running south
recognize the parallels in Salem
from Borodino Landing. We plan
Falls. If you haven’t read Miller’s
to use benthic matting to handle
play I would suggest reading it
some of the bigger patches on the
first as many of his characters are
eastside of the lake.  In addition
recreated in Picoult’s novel.
there is a complex of native species
Salem Falls is really a tale of
and milfoil on the shelf at the very
a modern day witch-hunt where
south end of the lake. We will try
small town lies and hysteria trump
to get the milfoil under control, by
the truth. Picoult always does her
pulling it out by hand, leaving the
research for her novels and in this
native species undisturbed the best
case interviewed several Wiccans
that we can.
Fran Rotunno (those who practice the religion of
witchcraft.) I was unaware that
this practice is very much alive
today, and is especially popular
among teenagers.
The characters in this novel are
well defined and Picoult seems
especially clever at portraying
modern teens and their emotional
struggles.
In Salem Falls you will find
suspense, romance and commentary
on social issues. It’s an interesting
read. Give it a try! Happy
Reading!!
Marilyn Miller

Cleaning up
Skaneateles Lake

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

Book Corner

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

www.fin
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truction.com
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Homer Sports by John Zachary

Growing Up
Without a Helmet

pitcher
with a
pop-up
as well
as a
strike
out,
sending
the girls
back
into the
field
ending
the 1st
inning.
The
Trojans
defense
Senior Carissa Cornwell
wasted
no time
stopping the Tigers with three up three
down going into the bottom of the 2nd.
Senior Carrissa Cornwell stepped to
the plate for Homer striking out giving Homer their first out. Next up was
Chelsie Cornwell; she had some good
looks, but grounded out to Mexico’s
shortstop. The Tiger’s pitcher walked
Hanna Gallagher, then allowed Jessica
Mitchell to make good contact with the
ball only to have a forced out at second
ending the inning with the score still
0-0.
Once again coach Colasurdo’s
defense held the Tigers to no hits for a
quick at bat for Mexico. Morgan was
up again to start a flurry of excitement
with a double, and then she was joined

by Kim L. Hubbard

Homer Varsity
Girls Softball Team
Ends Season with
a Win
5-20-11
Homer JR. High was the sight of
the Varsity Girl’s Softball team’s last
home game against Mexico. Coach
Cris Colasurdo’s girls were looking to
finish the regular season strong with a
win against the Tigers.
With a win, the Trojan girls would
end their season at 9-2 in their league,
and 14-6 overall. Then they would
have to wait and see where they would
be seated for the sectionals.
As the skies were darkening, the girls
took to the field to start the night’s
game. On the mound for the Trojans
was Junior Alyssa Morgan who struck
out the first two batters before she
allowed a hit from the Tiger’s next batter. After allowing a hit, Morgan came
right back with three strikes leaving
the runner stranded on first.
Alyssa Morgan was first up for
Homer taking a few pitches before
grounding out giving the Trojans their
first out. The next two batters wouldn’t
fare so well either against the Tiger’s

Jessica Parmiter
Alyssa Morgan

156 South Main Street
Homer Ny 13077
We care About Our Community

by teammate
Jessica
Parmiter
after
she was
walked,
giving
Homer
two runners on
with no
outs.
Junior
Katie
Sinclair
was
next up
trying to
advance
one of her teammates with a bunt,
but popped up for Homer’s first out.
Mexico would retire Homer’s next
batter with a fly out, and throwing out
the runner at second. You could see
Homer was trying to play some small
ball and get a run on the board. The
Trojans once again shut down the
Tigers offense sending them back to
the outfield.
Junior Taryn Heath was first up for
the Trojans. Heath walked giving
Homer another runner on base. Senior
Alyssa Smith struck out for their first
out. Morgan then stepped up and
drove a nice single giving the Trojans a
runner on 1st and 2nd. Parmiter then hit
a sacrifice fly allowing Heath to come
home, giving the home team a 1-0 lead
in the third inning. Homer would score
their second run of the game when

“The Lost Boys” Meet
“The Lord of the Flies”
I wish I could report that I immediately
coughed and hacked up the poisonous
cloud, but the sad reality was that I took
to smoking like Popeye to his corncob
pipe. Both of my parents were threepack a day smokers so, technically,
that made me a six-pack-a-dayer. Plus,
my mother smoked during her entire
pregnancy with me, so my lungs were
seasoned and ready for fire. The rival
gang was most impressed with how
easily I dragged on that weed. So were
my brothers, although they couldn’t
figure out why I was such a natural.
The truth is, we all did pretty well, and
for much the same reason. We were
children of the smoker’s generation,
after all.
No Surgeon General’s
warnings to scare us off in those days.
Before long, the whole gang was sitting
around puffing on those awful cancer
sticks like old soldiers on bivouac. The
turf war was over before it even began.
That theory I spoke of a while
ago of a boy’s IQ plummeting when
gathering together with other boys had
taken a serious nose-dive by about
the third cigarette because, well …
let’s just say our powers of observation
were somewhat lacking. The forest
floor was covered with dry leaves and
branches, which was not brought into
consideration as we carelessly tossed
our spent butts to one side. Fred
even coached me on how to “properly”
dispose of a cigarette by placing it
behind my middle finger and giving it
an attitude-laced flick as far away as I
could. I was sure I looked pretty cool.
The heir apparent to James Dean was
learning his craft.
The smoke that began to overtake
the site of our private little Pow- Wow
sneaked up on us. The additional
problem was that there wasn’t just one
little fire burning, but several ersatz
campfires beginning to spring to life.
“Hey, guys?” Gary said, with a shaking
voice. “We’ve got a problem here. I
think we’d better put these fires out.”
This seemed a more than reasonable
suggestion, but no one had a clue how
to go about it. The dried leaves that
covered the forest floor were feeding
the fire at an alarming rate. What to do,
what to do?
I forget whom, but someone shouted,
“Let’s pee on it!” In truth, it wasn’t a
really bad idea if the fire in question
were of manageable size, like say one
of my parent’s giant amber ashtrays.
But this fire was well past that. Either
we needed a much smaller fire, or a lot
more boys with full bladders. That’s
not to say that some of us didn’t try our
best to water it down though.

to be continued
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News from the Library
by Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Listening to the
Voices in My Head
Years ago, I took a speed-reading class.
I can’t say I can see the point of reading
fast, which is probably why I flunked the
class. The teacher told us we’d never be
able to speed-read, if we couldn’t learn
to read without hearing the words in our
heads. Alas, I’ll never be a speed-reader.
I just can’t get those voices in my head
to shut up. Reading, after all, is an auditory experience. That’s why we all love
to be read to, whether it’s parents reading
to children, our own voices reading in our
heads, or Jim Dale reading Harry Potter.
This realization came home to me when
I was reading the book for May’s book
discussion. Whenever I think I’m going
to have trouble getting into a book, I grab
the audio version so I can listen to it in the
car. I figure even if a book won’t hold my
attention at home, where I can be easily
distracted; it might in the car, where I’m
a captive audience. It’s not guaranteed,
though. I tried it with Anna Karenina to
no avail, but I figured I’d give it a go with
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie
Society. I know, I know, how could I think
I wouldn’t enjoy that book, you’re asking?
All I can say is that I dislike books that are
written in the form of letters. I mean, how
many really interesting letters do you get?
Of course, I loved the book. But I suspect it was much better to listen to, than to
read. Five actors read the different character’s letters. Through those voices, the
book came alive. I knew the minute the
letter started whether it was from Dawsey
or Juliet. And I was cheering when Juliet
threw the teapot at Gilly Gilbert. I bit my
fingernails, worrying about whether she’d
give Oscar Wilde’s letters to that sneaky
secretary. I don’t know what the other
drivers on the road thought as I was pounding the wheel trying to make Juliet understand what a creep Mark Reynolds was.
I’m sure I would have enjoyed reading
the book, but having it read to me by such
consummate readers made Guernsey Island
come to life. And I felt I was right there, in
Guernsey, with Juliet and Dawsey.
Of course, there are books you don’t
want to listen to while driving. I was
driving across Western NY on Route 17
while Snape killed Dumbledore in Harry
Potter and the Half Blood Prince. It’s a
good thing no one else drives on that road.
I could barely see where I was, as tears
poured down my face. I slowed to a crawl
looking for a place to pull over, but the
exits out there are very far apart. So don’t

Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm

Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm

attempt that one in a car!
Of course there are some readers who
could read anything and make it good.
I know people who say they’d listen to
George Guidall read the phone book. On
the other hand, I so identify Jim Dale with
Harry Potter, when I tried listening to him
read A Christmas Carol it drove me crazy.
I kept expecting Harry to show up.
So, if you haven’t read The Guernsey
Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, try
listening to it instead. And if you’re not
a speed-reader, that’s okay. Enjoy those
voices in your head, because reading is
supposed to be slow and auditory. That’s
half the pleasure.

What’s New at the Library?
The Cortland County Libraries are moving toward a common library card that
can be used at all five county libraries.
The first step is inaugurating similar fines
and loan periods for all county libraries.
The new fines go into effect on June 1st.
Starting July 1st, people with cards at more
than one library in the county will be asked
to choose their “home” library. Then the
card issued from your home library can
be used at any of the libraries in Cortland
County. Pick up a flyer at the library with
the details.
Would you like to be in a Chess Club?
A Chess Club will be forming soon and
they’ll be meeting at the library. Everyone
is invited. If you don’t know how to play
chess we will teach you, if you do know
how to play you can give us advice. To get
started WE NEED CHESS SETS! We are
also looking for checkers or other board
games or card games for use at the library.
Please give any game donations to Phillips
Free Library. Keep watching here for
more information!
The Summer Reading Program is on its
way, and it’s not just for kids. Children,
teens and adults can all register to spend
the summer reading. Registration starts at
the end of June. Children can keep track of
the books they read and earn prizes. Teens
and adults can enter a raffle ticket for
every book they read. There will be weekly
drawings for prizes. And don’t forget the
programs. We’ll have pre-school and early
elementary story times, as well as activities
for older elementary children Wednesday
mornings starting in July. There will be
musical performances for all ages and
writing programs for teens and adults. So
stay tuned for more information, or stop
by the library in June for a schedule and to
register.
Pre-school Story Time is every

Wednesday morning @ 10:30 am. Miss
Tammy provides stories, songs, puppets
and dancing. Story times in June are:
June 1st – Bugs
June 8th – Dads
June 8th is the last story time for the
school year. Story times for the Summer
Reading program will start on July 6th. Stay
tuned for the schedule.
Rockin’ Readers is Phillips Free
Library’s story and activity program
for children in K-2nd grades. It meets
Thursdays @ 3:10 pm when school is in
session. K-1st graders attend the 1st and
3rd Thursdays of the month. Second graders attend on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of
the month. The last two programs for the
school year are June 2nd and 9th.
June 2nd – K-1st graders – end of year
Garden Party
June 9th – 2nd graders – end of year Garden
Party
The Library Board of Trustees meets
next on Wednesday evening, June 8th @
7:00 pm.
The Homer Writer’s group will be meeting on Wednesday evenings, June 15th and
29th @ 7:00 pm.
The Homer Book Discussion group is
reading The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane
Ackerman for the month of June. The
meeting will be Monday, June 20th @ 3:30
pm.

Cook’s Corner
Dip for Pea Pods
3 eggs
3 T vinegar
3 T granulated sugar

Cook and stir above ingredients
until thick.   Remove from heat.
Add 1 T butter and 8 oz. cream
cheese, 1 T each of minced onion
and green pepper. Mix together.  
Refrigerate.
Enjoy Dipping!

Semd your favorite
summer time recipes to
editor@thehomernews.
com

The Fiction File
The cherry pie alamode, at present, is
grounds for divorce and been replaced
by a lovely flaming dish called
Bananas Foster. Flowers have finally
by Ruth Elaine
re-entered the picture, thank god
for that, full-vases of gardenias and
sickishly sweet smelling and droopy
Years went along, one wonderful
Wisteria. We no longer have meat
picnic after another and before I knew
swimming in gravy, but have returned
what hit me, I was traveling south
to glass plate full of cucumber sandto New Orleans to eat at my grandwiches and little rounds of hard bread
daughter’s last Saturday in May at the
with goose pate.
picnic table. By now orangeade, potato
The last Saturday in May picnic,
and macaroni salad as well are merely
as dependable still as the Kentucky
reminisced about. This young lady is
Derby I should think, signifies the
determined to take “picnic” to a whole
time to be outside and in the world
other level.
again; to shake off the doldrums of
Now there is thirty-five hundred
winter inside life and spirit; to meet
dollar grill rolled out onto a redwood
your long lost neighbor by the back
surface called a deck. It gently grills
fence and breath in the clouds and the
swordfish and salmon steaks while one stars; listen to peepers and smell the
end brings a huge pan of boiling corn,
new rain. Enjoy a meal together, talk
potatoes and crawfish into some kind of about dreams or just keep it simple
steeping, orgasmic rage.
with a fresh cucumber sandwich and a
The orangeade has finally seen its
last day and been joyfully replaced by
glass of watered down orangeade.
a devilishly sweet and salty margarita.

The Picnic

www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm

Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm

Friday
2 pm to 6

Marilyn Miller

Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Your Local Real Estate Connection

7 James St.
Homer, NY

6 • June 9, 2011 • The

Homer News			

In Your Own Backyard

Part 2: They were What
fish. There exists a delicate balance they Read

by Kim L. Hubbard

Main Street Farms
(An Urban Aquaponics Farm)
One of the newest additions
to the Homer business community
is actually something
of a re-claiming. The
former flower and plant
nursery once known as
Smith Gardens, located
along Rt 281, just off
the intersection of
Clinton Street and Rt
41, (116 N. West St.)
has a new owner, Allan
Gandelman. The former
Social Studies teacher for
the Cortland Alternative
School, decided to take
his life-long passion for
healthy eating and turn
it into a business of his
own.
“I’ve done a lot of other things in my
life,” says Gandelman. He’s only
twenty-nine years old. “I’ve done
construction, worked on research
projects, was a high school teacher,
and even took some time off to
travel to other parts of the world.”
He has been to China, India and
Nepal, for example. “I’ve learned
a lot about myself and about what I
really want to do. Growing healthy
food for a small community is how
I want to spend my time and make a
living. Producing for a mass market
and then trying to ship all over
the country is not environmentally
sustainable and does not fit with my
values.”
Local residents seem to agree.
Ken and Debbie Brock of Preble,
stopped in to see what was available
and were thrilled to see the choices
at Main Street Farms. “The tomato
plants and herbs are beautiful and
it’s all natural and healthy, with
no pesticides.” commented Debbie.
“Having a place like this is just what
we need around here,” added Ken.
All of the vegetable and herb plants
are certified organic by the Northeast

Entertainment and culture
in Homer during the 19th
Century

Organic Farming Association
(NOFA). Gandelman’s fish, on the

other hand, as well as his long-range
plans for all of his produce, fall
under the term “Aquaponics.” Just
what is “Aquaponics?”
“The simplest way to look at it
is that we raise fish, for starters just
Tilapia and Trout, in tanks. The
wastewater is then pumped out and
filtered through special clay stones.
The waste feeds the herbs and
vegetables, which remove ammonia
and other toxins harmful to fish,
but are perfectly safe fertilizer
for produce. Once the water is
completely cleansed, it is pumped
back into the fish tanks,” explains
Gandelman.
“We don’t waste
anything.”
But are the growing methods
truly organic? The answer is a little
complicated. Currently, only crops
grown “in the dirt” can be certified as
organic, in accordance with National
Organic Program regulations. Since
there is no dirt in an aqauponics
system it can’t be certified organic,
but Gandelman says his fish will eat
organic fish food, and he won’t add
synthetic fertilizer or pesticides to the
system because they will harm the

between the fish and the plants and
any external input, especially a nonorganic one, can throw the system
off balance.
Since the future plans call for
Main Street Farms to go completely
aquaponic in growing methods,
Gandelman hopes to be able to grow
vast amounts of food on only one
acre of land. “The system allows
for stacking plant beds over one
another, varying the types
of produce according to
how much sun light they
need, or how big they
traditionally get.”
Does it bother
Gandelman that this
method does not conform
to USDA guidelines to
qualify as organically
produced food? “No,
not really,” he answers.
“It’s more of a technical
issue that requires a
new way of thinking
and actually redefining
what it means to grow
healthy food using these
kinds of techniques. Canada is
already working on changing the
definition. We’ll eventually get
there, I think.” Gandelman added,
“What is more important to me than
an organic certification is producing
quality food locally and sustainably.
Even though you can buy an organic
tomato in December, it is coming
from South America, probably not
grown on a sustainable farm, and
uses lots of fossil fuels to get here.
In a case like this I think our local
food economy is more important
than any organic certification.”
Gandelman’s passion for teaching
has inspired another facet of his
farm in what he calls, “Schoolyard
Gardens,” a non-profit organization.
By bringing kids in from area schools
and teaching them how to grow their
own vegetables, he hopes they will
also grow an appreciation for what it
means to be a farmer and to develop
a passion for healthy living.
“I think I’ve found out what I
really want to do,” he says, “and
this fits in well with my background
and my love of nature. I get to be
a part of a great community here in
Homer, grow good, healthy food,
teach people how to do it themselves
if they wish to learn and, I hope,
make a decent living for myself as
well.”
If you have any questions for
Allan, he will be happy to answer
what he can. Just stop by any time
he is open, which is often. “Yeah, I
have pretty extensive hours. We’re
open every Monday through Friday
from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. and
on Saturday and Sunday from 9:00
a.m. until 8:00 p.m. Stop in and say
hello.”

By Tom Knobel
Scanning microfilm copies of 170-year
old Homer newspapers for announcements
and ads about upcoming entertainments
brought me an epiphany: Newspapers
themselves must have played a role greater
than the ‘news.’ These newspapers were
dense with hundreds of column inches of
reporting and dispatches from around the
world. It would take several hours over an
evening to read all the reports and stories
included in each weekly or biweekly issue.
It was the cable TV of the time, with wide
selection of topics.
Each issue included international news
with dispatches from China, Afghanistan,
Europe and South America. Government
business in Albany, New York City, and
Washington was carefully detailed.
Entire political speeches were transcribed. During political campaigns coverage was quite complete.
Local newspapers in 1830 also included
letters to the editor…some of which are
quite as incisive or just as daft as those
printed in the Cortland Standard or The
Homer News nowadays.
Often on page one, you find poetry, short
stories and serializations by contemporary
writers. Keep in mind that by “contemporary” I mean Percy Shelley, Lord Byron,
and a confusion of those American authors
who plagued our high school years, like
Emerson and Hawthorne. In June 1840,
the Cortland Democrat serialized a story
from Master Humphrey’s Clock, a periodical published by some punk kid named
Charles Dickens.
More intriguing and telling is the
news content itself. Behind the big

stories…The New York Times kind
of stuff…is a marvelous blend of
The New York Daily News and The
National Enquirer.
There is no small measure of
political invective gleefully reprinted.
Local gossip is often reported, though
subtly. Still, we can get a good picture of how things have changed and
how they haven’t.
And gossip? The most obvious target in those early days was the British
Royal Family. Victoria’s decadent
relatives were easy targets and when
she ascended to the throne, it was a
fairytale event: Princess Diana, 19th
century style.
Human-interest stories and humorous anecdotes were collected from all
over the country and printed as stories
or as column-ending fillers.
The lottery was big news, with
an 1833 headline screaming that the
NYS payout that year would exceed
$183,000…that’s $4 million in 2005
dollars. Did you think the lottery was
something new?
True crime, especially relating horrendous murders, was always worth
two thousand words. One particularly
heinous murder in New Jersey was
reported in The Cortland Advocate in
great detail only a week after the trial.
Less lag time that one might expect
for the 1830s. Back then news had an
immediacy I didn’t anticipate.
Next: Part 3 – Books, Magazines,
Lectures
Tom Knobel is an author, lecturer,
and blogger with too much time
on his hands. His rants and offbeat opinion pieces can be found at
www.oddwords.com.
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fine Jewelry
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Diamonds and precious gems set in gold and silver
Expert jewelry and watch repair
Original and custom designs
26 Main St., Downtown Cortland 607-756-0551
CASH FOR YOUR GOLD & SILVER
huffmanfinejewelry.com

LINANI’S CATERING

& Bakery Services
Space Available:
rehearsal dinners, showers,
parties, meetings

VV

full menu or hor d’ouerve s
5 S. Main St. Homer (607) 749-9999
Clip & Save
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Hanging Baskets to make
Dowtown Beautiful
by Mary Alice Bellardini
Spring has sprung in downtown Homer!
The hanging baskets are almost all up and the
flower boxes along Main Street are in place.
Members of the Village
Beautification Commission
along with the Homer
Garden Club in collective
effort perform this annual
task. Members meet in the
fall to plan the colors and
varieties of flowers to be
used. Arnold›s Florist plants
the baskets by mid-March. I
say the baskets are «almost
all up» because the plan for

2011 was to hang additional baskets further up
North Main Street to the corners of N. Main
and Clinton on the west side and N. Main and
Water on the east. The additional baskets were
purchased and filled in preparation.
A problem not anticipated in the grand
scheme of things was the difficulty in finding
the brackets for the lampposts that support the
baskets. The original local company that made
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them had moved, so a search began that would
find another artisan to make them. Sounded
easy enough, but calls to various possible suppliers were unsuccessful.
To the rescue came Tom Caminiti, whose
business is tied to welders› supplies. He said
he would see if he could find a source. He
did. The brackets are in the process of being
made to match what we already have along the
rest of Main
Street. The
Village DPW
will paint
them and
up they›ll
go. But
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Living History Museum Unveiled

St. Anthony’s Festival
JUNE 11 & 12
wait! The cost exceeded the
budget. Scrap metal prices
had gone up sharply among
other things. To the rescue
came financial support from
Homer Men and Boys,
Little Italy, the Caminitis,
the Baranellos, the Atkins,
the Dennises, Homer
Garden Club, the Siegles,
and an anonymous donor.
The Village Beautification
members are so very grateful to all those who gave so
generously.
Pretty soon the baskets will
ALL be up.

Saturday
1 pm Poker Tournament at Port Watson
Mini Conference Center
4 - 7 pm Spaghetti dinner
5 pm Traditional Italian Mass
6 - 10 pm Festival
9:30 pm *Fireworks
Sunday
9:30 am Mass followed by
Religious Procession and Benediction
12 noon Festival Begins
2 pm Auction (New Items)
4:45 pm Wine Competition
6:30 pm Themed Basket Raffle
8:30 pm Raffle Drawings
9 pm Festival Ends
Throughout the day the following will be available:

Italian Food
Ethnic Food, Sausage and Pepper Sandwiches,
Pizza Fritte and Dolci
Bounce House, Dunk Tank, Dan the Snakeman,
Monster Basketball, Other Children’s Games, Cake Wheel,
Italian Novelties for Sale, Vendors, Indoor and Outdoor
Music Entertainment throughout the day

CorporateSponsors:*The Green Arch Restaurant,

*McNeil and Company Insurance Risk and Services, Cosimo’s, Hopko
Designs, Cortland Press & Carbon Copies, Economy Paving, Wells Fargo
FinancialAdvisors, San Rocco Lodge, Paul Yaman Construction,The
Glass Smith, Inc., John and Ann Finamore,Meldrim’s Paint Center,
Cort-LanesInc., Cortland Produce, Tops Friendly Market

Location: St. Anthony’s Church
50 Pomeroy St., Cortland

