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Homer Class of 1961’s 50th Reunion
July 15 & 16 2011
Homer’s Class of ‘61 is scheduled to hold
its 50th Reunion during Holiday in Homer on
July 15 & 16, 2011.   Festivities will take place
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on Friday night beginning at 5:30 at the Center
for the Arts. Former teachers are invited as

New Historic Sign in front of
Bev & Co
by Martin Sweeney
On behalf of the Village of Homer, Village Historian
Verna Whitney and I, Town of Homer Historian and designated grant writer, Martin Sweeney, are pleased to apply
for a grant for a Historic Roadside marker for our community. Our proposal is below:

well as members of the Classes of 1960 and
1962. Linani’s will cater Friday night’s event.
Classmates are coming from all over the U.S.  
Class of ‘61 members will congregate at the
Bandstand on Saturday a little before noon for
picture taking and then have lunch together at
the Congregational Church (in the basement).   
Following lunch, a special talk will be given by
one of our own classmates, Eleanor (Alexander)
Sontag, who will discuss a book she has written called Second Generation. It is about her
parents, Dr. and Mrs. Alexander, who escaped
the Holocaust and came to Homer to live. Dr.
Alexander was Homer›s compassionate family
doctor for many years.   Eleanor›s book is available on Amazon.com.   Saturday evening the
class will be having dinner at the Elks Club in
Homer, 6:00 cocktail hour and 7:00 dinner.
If you have any questions, or are Class of ‘60
or ‘62 and would like to join us at the Center
for the Arts on Friday night, give Pat (Wall)
Buchholz a call at (607) 423-9817.

Corrections: In Issue 12 the
picture on the upper right on
the third page should have read
Dale Everts, Billy O’Rand and
Jim Custer. Dale and Billy are
from Homer and Jim is the road
supervisor of Cuyler.

Note:
Writers, photographers and commentators
please send your stuff to editor@thehomernews.
com. This is a community based newspaper and
there is more than enough room for your contribution. Send your classified ads too.
Advertisements pay for the entirety of the
expenses of printing and mailing this paper.
Keep writing and advertising in this paper if you

Barber Block historic marker in front Bev & Co
The applying agency is the Village of Homer, 31 North
Main Street, Homer, New York 13077. The contact
name is Martin A. Sweeney, whose home phone is 607
749-7120.
The proposed location is the corner of Main Street and
Wall Street, Homer, NY.
The marker will commemorate Jedidiah Barber and
the site of his Great Western Store, which falls within
the time frame of 1790-1850.
The historic significance is that Jedediah Barber
(1787-1876) moved from Tully to Homer in 1811 and
established a prosperous mercantile business known as
The Great Western. It was the Walmart of 19th century
Central New York, a three-storied emporium employing
about eight to ten clerks, including the fathers of William
O. Stoddard (assistant personal secretary to President
Lincoln) and Andrew D. White (first president of Cornell
University). The store was said to offer “everything
a farmer could raise or a skilled worker could make.”
People within a ten mile radius of Barber’s store came to
buy tobacco, maple syrup, tumblers, tea, sugar, wallpaper,
nails, and, rum -- all manner of goods that he brought to
Homer from the Erie Canal that passed through Syracuse.
Symbolic of Barber’s good fortune was his fine brick residence on North Main Street, constructed in the Neo-Greek
style. It still stands. The civic-minded merchant and farmer served as trustee of the Academy on the Homer Green
(beginning of today’s Homer Central School) for fifty
years. At the time he sat for his portrait in oil by a young
Francis B. Carpenter, he was the president of the trustees,
a position he held for thirty-three years (1836-1869). He
and his third son, Paris Barber, were early benefactors of
Carpenter, a native son of Homer who went on to fame
for rendering the iconic painting of Lincoln in “The First
Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation before the
Cabinet.” In 1866, the painting came to Homer for exhibition in Barber’s Hall, the present building on the site
being commemorated. Jedediah’s portrait by Carpenter
now resides in the Phillips Free Library in Homer, and his
gravesite is in Homer’s Glenwood Cemetery, designed by
his son, Paris.
The best source to substantiate the accuracy of these facts
is the biography of Jedediah Barber 1787-1876 by Herbert
Barber Howe (New York: Columbia University Press,
1939). Howe relied heavily upon a collection of hundreds
of Barber and Schermerhorn family letters owned in 1939
by Mrs. Katharine Oliver Stanley-Brown of Washington,
D.C. They provide valuable insight into life in mid-nineteenth century Homer. Barber’s name and autograph appear
in the Minutes of the Town of Homer. He will figure prominently in a book I have written on Homer’s connections to
Lincoln that will be released by McFarland & Company,
Inc. Sometime in 2011.
This is the proposed inscription:
THE BARBER BLOCK
Site of Jedediah Barber’s Store
THE GREAT WESTERN
Built in 1813 & Burned in 1856
Rebuilt c. 1863 & became
the KEATOR OPERA HOUSE in 1876
The William G Pomeroy Foundation

wish to see it grow.
All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased community service and forum.
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The Bucket List
Beauty and Adventure
Along Route 281

and the lion are pretty impressive

by Lynn Olcott

rotates, with new life-size statues

We live in a beautiful place.
When I have friends visiting from
out of town, there are four places
that I like to take them to relax and
to show off our unique area. They
are all in easy proximity to each
other along Route 281 north of
Homer.
Anderson’s Farm Market is a
treasure of fruits and vegetables,
gifts from the earth. The owners
treat you like family and soft,
cheerful music plays as you choose
your fresh strawberries or your
strawberry pies to take home. In
the fall they have a pumpkin patch
on site - very enjoyable for small
children and those who love them.
Just up the road is the Ferro Art
Farm. You can’t miss the huge,
fanciful creatures made of metal
standing gloriously in the sun. My
favorite is the camel, but the moose

too. Inside the barn are paintings,
furniture, and more. The collection
all the time.
Across the street from the Art
Farm is the Crawl Space. Amazing
items made by talented people
in our local area, are festively
displayed. The photography and the
fabric items always make me smile,
and there is something for every
taste.
A little further north on the same
side of the road is The Plantation,
home of a thousand flowers.
Sometimes I go there to walk amid
the foliage, the dazzling colors and
summer scents. The people who
work there are very knowledgeable

Revisitations: Homer
in the 19th Century
by Tom Knobel
Part 4: Mark Twain
Most of us know about Sam Clemens’
visit in 1871. “Mark Twain” was already
a celebrity known through his humorous
and incisive newspaper columns, which
had been reprinted in Cortland County
newspapers. He packed and rocked the
house.
We have the text of his lecture,
about an early American politician and
humorist named Artemus Ward. From
Clemens’s own writings we know he
wasn’t happy with his piece about Ward
and was already hard at work on another
lecture, entitled Roughing It, which later
became a signature work.
Clemens had reason to feel uneasy.
Two weeks before his appearance in
Homer, a reviewer in Brooklyn reported
the following audience comments from
Twain’s lecture on Ward. Some are
pretty catty referring to Twain’s recent
marriage and new family…
“My, what a handsome young man to be
a lecturer!”
“He’s married over three millions of
money, and lectures for fun.” And the
retort: “So he ought, if he’s a funny lecturer.”
“He isn’t a bit funny now he’s married.”
“He’s got a baby and that takes all the
humor out of him.”
A review in the next edition of The
Homer Republican is informative, as
much about the Homer audience as about
Clemens. Most of the audience got what
they expected from ‘Twain’ and laughter

was “boisterous.” However the reviewer
pointed out how the audience didn’t quite
get some of Twain’s jokes and humorous
allusions, and that some parts “will be better appreciated by reflection.” The reviewer considered Twain’s lecture to be “racy.”
Still it was the real deal. Reserved Seats
were a dollar, two dollars for the entire
lecture series in which Clemens was the
only notable. Today $2 is the equivalent
to about $15, so it wasn’t cheap. Clemens
was known to accept only $100 from each
performance, the house and sponsors sharing the balance. Seven hundred people
turned up for Clemens with a total gate
valued at more than $10,000. It probably
bought a lot of teabags for the Homer
Literary Society.
Actually, for your edification, teabags
weren’t invented until 1903.
Back to the beginnings for a moment…
So up to a point, through the 1830s,
entertainment was centered in the home,
media reaching our rural ancestors
through newspapers and infrequent visitors. Venues were small and multipurpose.
Homer’s Wheadon Hall at Pine and Main
offered 2,000 square feet of space for
“entertainments” and meetings. Church
halls and school auditoriums were also
available.
Local gentlemen sought entertainment they
could claim was elevating and characterbuilding.
Everything was hunky-dory until those
drunken, libidinous, and thieving actors
came to town. Hide your wallets and your
daughters.
Next: Part 5 The Opera House
Tom Knobel is an author, lecturer, and
blogger with too much time on his hands.
His rants and off-beat opinion pieces can
be found at www.odd-words.com.

and they care about each and every
cutting, each and every plant.
Go for a ride someday and enjoy
other people’s creativity, whether
it is in food, statues, embroidery
or blooms. Nothing is more
refreshing!

Summer Reading Tutor
Does your child struggle with reading?
Let me Help.
Over 10 years experience in Orton Gillingham, a
multi-sensory reading program for all ages.

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

For more information call Deonie Finkbeiner
(607)662-4094

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com
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Around Town
Homer High School Honor
Roll & Merit Lists – 4th
Quarter
Honor Roll (89.5-100)
Grade 9:
Hannah Agate, Jade Auchmoody,
Brandon Austin, Chelsie Bread,
Daniel Beiter, Baylee Buchanan,
Nicholas Cinquanti, Amanda
Cochran, Mary Cope, Jonathon
Davis, Millet Deangles, Meghan
Dieroff, Kailee Dimoier, Gwyneth
Dodd, Carly Dove, Nadine
Downing, Jacob Elkins, Chase
Ely, Caitlyn England, Kristen
Fuller, Liam George, Jacob Gray,
Erik Gustafson, Emma Gutchess,
Frederic Handlemann, Kyle
Hirschfield, Nicholas Holcomb,
Brynn Hyde, Alice Jenkins, Robby
Johnson, Jonathan Kelly, Clarissa
LaFavor, Jonathon Lyman, Mikayla
MacNeill, Shaun McGrath, Rachel
McNeil, Alana McRae, Ashley
Moss, Thomas Natale, Matthew
Norris, John Osterhoudt, Jared
Pace, Lukas Pizzola, Kory Platt,
Elizabeth Redenback, Kaylee
Ryan, Joshua Sands, Tamsin Smith,
Hannah Stoddard, Jack Stokoe,
Sarah Willsey, Logan Young.
Grade 10:
Stephanie Barlow, Alyssa Bowling,
Gunner Brennan, Kayla Cargen,
Jekeyt Carter-Adkins, Rachel
Case, Sabina Clark, Chaylyn
Cleveland, Nathan Cole, Alexis
Conway, Jonathan Cottrell, Laura
Dart, Breeanna Dexter, Mark
Dove, Devon Drake, James Durkee,
Kelsey Elliott, Nikolas Feldman,
Emillie Galeotti, Jasminique Harris,
Killian Hart, Lucia Helgren, Sean
Herman, Sarah Holl, Richard
Howell, Rachel Keefe, Hannah
Kristof, Deanna Levitskiy, Logan
McEvoy, Jared McGee, Cassandra
Mead, Sarah Mehdi, Zachary
Moore, Nicole Mulligan, Rachel
Murray, Janelle O’Gorman,Brittany
Randolph, Beau Riley, Hannah
Roos, Alex Rosato, Janis Rury,
Elizabeth Rutkowski, Brooke
Ryan, Bradley Sciera, Alexis
Settineri, Braeden Sharer, Lauren
Smith, Andrew Snogles, Lexington
Swartwood, Luke Tesoriero,
Julianne Thomas, Nikea Ulrich,
Jessica Walter, Liam Whalen,
Honor Williams, Rhiannon Wynn,
Sara Yonta.
Grade 11:
Evan Alexander, Katelyn Barhite,
Michael Barron, Kimberly Buhl,
Emily Canaski, Robert Chambrone,
Anthony Contento, Rebecca
DeWitt, Manseerat Dhami, Ravneet
Dhillon, Helen Dillingham,
Christopher Estep, Addie Fox,
Hannah Gallagher, Angela Gizzi,

Johnna Gray, Molly Gray, Zachary
Gutchess, Michael Hartnett,
Sullivan Hartnett, Taryn Heath,
Thomas Horton, Danielle Howell,
Kira Hyde, Megan Kelleher, Patrick
Kiernan, Hannah Lundeen, Jessica
McLaughlin, Kevin McNeil, Jessica
Mitchell, Jessica Pandich, Allen
Perry, Adrianna Pizzola, Brent
Quinlan, Max Randolph, Jennifer
Redenback, Cody Redfield, Leo
Riley, Katherine Sinclair, Michelle
Spencer, Dyson Sprouse, Hannah
Teter, Theodora Weatherby,
Zachary Williams, Taylor
Withiam, Ellen Wixted, Brandon
Wood, Aaron Zimmerman.
Grade 12:
Shiho Awamura, Ashley Barnard,
Quentin Bartholomew, Riley
Bauer, Zachary Blanden, Emily
Brown, Kimberly Brown, Katelyn
Buchanan, Havyn Bush, Emily
Camp, Alexia Clark, Kaylean
Contento, Carissa Cornwell,
Jason Crawford, Sarah Dart,
Hannah Davis, Michael DeLage,
Jamie DeLine, Skylar Diamond,
Sarah DiGiovanna, Jeffery Eves,
Ethan Forster, Jacob Gagnon,
Jordan Gagnon, Colleen Gardner,
Keefe Garrett, Casie Garrison,
J. Aaron Gustafson, Christopher
Handelmann, David Harris,
Zachary Harfield, Brianna Hughes,
Chelsea Jones, Elizabeth Kniffin,
Kindrah Kohne, Erin Mahar,
Joseph Marchetti, Molly McSherry,
Kevin Mulligan, Hunter Osborn,
Andrew Parker, Nathan Parker,
Angelica Payen, Rayne Perry,
Marina Pizzola, Derek Poole,
Magan Poole, Rebekah Poole,
Nicholas Potter, Katherine Pullman,
Jacob Randolph, Carly Riehlman,
Chancellor Russell, Nicole Sanford,
Adam Sears, Collin Sears, Derek
Sheffer, Katrina Shultis, Alyssa
Smith, Sarah Stupke, Matthew
Swenson, Tia Wallace, Jenae
Withey.
Merit List (84.5-89.4)
Class 9:
Brent Bishop, Christopher Brown,
Weston Button, Elizabeth Camp,
Jacob Casey, Bryan Cavellier,
Brandon Clink, John Connery,
Erin Corsi, Zackary Crawford,
Hailey Day, Rebecca Eichorst,
Kaige Gailor, Jordan Green, David
Guest, Alex Johnson, Johnathan
LaPlant, Danielle Litzen, Brittany
McCorduck, Hannah McEvoy,
Brian Mitchell, Emaleigh Perry,
Eric Petrie, Courtney Schwager,
Benjamin Shultis, Connor
Simonetta, Jacob Trierweiler,
Nathaniel Vandoren, Gail
VanValkenburg,
Class 10:
Daphne Burda, Dallas Butler,
Adam Dangler, Paulo DosSantos,
Alexander Fisher, Austin Glazier,
Travis Hallock, Emily Harrington,

Courtney Haskins, Nathan Hawks,
Ian Heath, Cody Johnson, Michael
Lavere, Jessica McGory, Nathan
McLyman, Kira McMahon, Melissa
Olmstead, Nicholas Petrie, Morgan
Phelps, Anthony Pilcher, Emma
Porter, Nicholas Potter, Paul
Priadoun, Nathan Renninger, Mary
Sawyer, Dylan Shattuck, Austin
Smith, Meleah Smith, Nathan
Stockwin, Jaide Strauf, Paul Suits,
Andras tozser, Raven VanSickle,
Mara Waligurski, Tamisha Walker,
Jessica Wallis, Cruz Zachary.
Class 11:
Lidia Aristy, Jared Ashendorf,
Meaghan Bossard, Gabriele
Burhans, Carleen Chase, Jordon
Conrad, Angela Crossgrove, Leah
Custer, Nicolette Ferro, Nichole
Folk, Cheyenne Gaffney, Abbey
Gray, Richard Gunn, Spence
Hartnett, Wesley Hill, Conner
Johnston, Connor L’Hommedieu,
Brittany LaPlant, William Luety,
Jorge Martinez, Alyssa Morgan,
Amy O’Donnell, Alyson Pace,
Jessica Parmiter, Samantha
Peckham, Jenelle Pedersen,
LeeAnne Pedrick, Markus Proulx,
Jacob Sands, Matthew Schrader,
Julia Shevchuk, Amanda Sibbitts,
Alyssa Sovocool, Stephanie Steed,
Allyson Strauf, Anthony Urda,
Taylyn White, Tyker Widrick,
Class 12:
Jacob Adams, Ethan Allen, Zackary
Andrews, Zachary Barron, Lucas
Biondi, Elizabeth Brevetti, Alysha
Camp, Katie Camp, Brittany
Casterline, Kyle Clark, Paul Corsi,
Ryan DeWitt, Joseph Dunham,
Ryan Durkee, Connor Ferrito,
Mariah French, Andrew Gallagher,
Isaac Garcia, Kyle Hartquist,
Tessa Haugen, Cody Holl, Thomas
Johnson, Zephan Kash, Hugh
Kiernan, Joseph Kleine, Chad
Knapp, Rachel Lafavor, Robert
Lee, Christopher MacMillan, Jenna
Maxson, Mason McMahon, Tyler
McMullen, Rachel Merritt, Bradley
Mitchell, Victoria Nash, Sara Niver,
Jordan Pettit, Barry Pouliot, Amber
Price, Chelsea Ruan, Tae-Ho Ryu,
Cody Sandy, Aimee Scott, Tyler
Signor, Tyler Simonetta, Suzette
Strauf, Mikhail Subbotin, Borbala
Tozser, Jacob Weber, Mallory
Wells, Rose Williams, Zerek
Zimmerman.

Congratulations!

Book Corner
Happy Reading!
by Lynn Olcott
Pull up a chair and get
comfortable. That way you’ll be
ready when you reach for Off
Season by Anne Rivers Siddons,
available at Phillips Free Library.
The novel begins in the first
raw days of widowhood for Lily
Constable McCall. After her
husband’s funeral, Lily decides to
return to the coast of Maine to her
family’s summer home to process
her grief. Sorrow takes Lily and
the reader back through time where
decades before, her childhood
friend was drowned in a storm.
While Lily is at Edgewater,
she remembers family summers,
including that early tragedy and
her dawning insights about her
parents and adults in general. She
remembers a girl she would like to
forget named Peaches.
Lily’s unresolved tragedies
locked her a quiet life in her
father’s house. Then she meets
a man and marries. After her
husband’s mysterious death, the
salt wind and the ospreys of Maine
give Lily back her courage. Good
thing because when a storm traps
her there in Edgewater, she learns
the truth that her whole life has not
been what she thought.
The novel came out in 2008
and is one of several by this
accomplished author. Siddons has a
talent for writing through the eyes
of a character at many different
ages. The descriptions of Lily’s
thoughts about life at eleven and
nineteen and in her forties and
fifties all ring true. The story ends
with a twist. Happy reading!

Send your pictures of activities around Homer and it
could be the next front cover of The Homer News.
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Cook’s Corner

News from the Library
by Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Simple Festive Cake
Making Sense of the World

I

t’s not that I’m paranoid or anything,
but some days it feels like life is out to
get me. Living is undoubtedly a balance
between order and chaos, but chaos seems
to be winning. The fact that the minute the
dishes are washed they start getting dirty is
proof of that. Entropy is the order of the
day – or Murphy’s Law.
Last week, I had one of those days. I
took Bruce to the airport so he could fly
to Germany for a long awaited tour of
Amish and Mennonite historical sites.
After dropping him off, I ran home to let
the dogs out. We have two-geriatrics: a
Newfoundland, a Golden, a new Golden
puppy, both over thirteen-years old. The
puppy is supposed to make the eventual
loss of the oldsters easier. Yeah, right.
Then I raced to work where the phone
calls started. Bruce’s plane was two hours
late leaving Syracuse. He missed his connection in Newark. He was stranded in
Newark, getting a run around, the tour
group already on their way to Germany
without him. Then Katie comes and says
that the basement is flooding. I went down,
thinking there’d be a few puddles, but
no – there was a river running through the
downstairs.
While madly calling Stanley Steamer (I
need to put their number on speed dial)
and assorted other people for help bailing
out the basement, I was waiting for a call
from Bruce so I could know he wasn’t
stuck on a carousel in Newark airport, and
wondering what my house was going to
look like when I got home to the dogs. It’s
not just chaos I’m battling, there’s also
death, floods and pestilence to deal with.
It’s why I read genre fiction. Literary
fiction may explore the depths of human
existence, but it’s mysteries, fantasy and
romance that help me believe in happy
endings, or at least that there might be
some underlying meaning to it all. After
all, in most fantasies good does triumph,
in romances love does usually conquer all,
and in mysteries someone does figure out
who dunnit and why. It gives me hope.
False maybe but hope nonetheless.
It’s also why writing genre fiction is fun
because even if you have a flood in your
novel, it serves some purpose, like to hide
the dead bodies, or expose them. This
summer we’ve got a couple great workshops on writing genre fiction. On July
20th, author Charles Benoit will be doing
two workshops, one for teens and one for
adults. The workshops are entitled Writing
Killer Fiction and if you need to exorcise

Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm

Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm

some demons on paper, this workshop
on writing mysteries just might be what
you need and on July 27th, Homer grad,
Allie Boniface will be doing two writing
workshops on romance writing entitled
Composing Sweet Confections. So, if life
isn’t giving you any happy endings, write
your own. Call the library for more information, and the next time you have one
of those days, just remember if you write
a novel about it, you can make it turn out
any way you want.
What’s New at the Library?
Summer Reading at Phillips Free
Library Children’s program schedule
Wednesday, July 6th - 10:30 am Upstairs:
Multi-cultural Story time with Miss
Tammy for pre-school through 2nd grade
Downstairs: Earthquake Science for 3rd
through 9th graders with Jeanne and Mark
Stevens
Wednesday, July 13th – 10:30 am
Andy “The Music Man” Morse performs
for all ages *
Thursday, July 14th – 2:30 pm
Gigi and the Lend Me A Hand Band performs for all ages *
Saturday, July 16th – 1:00 pm
“Come Monkey Around with us” a Story
time with Miss Tammy for Holiday in
Homer
Wednesday, July 20th – 10:30 am
Upstairs: Australian Animals Story time
for pre-school through 2nd grade
Downstairs – Writing around the world
for 3rd and up with Mrs. Wakula
Wednesday, July 27th – 10:30 am
Upstairs: Jungle Story time for pre-school
through 2nd grade
Downstairs – Readers’ Theater for 3rd
and up will Mrs. Little
Wednesday, Aug. 4th – 10:30 am
Upstairs: Arctic Animals Story time for
pre-school through 2nd grade
Downstairs – Fantastical worlds for 3rd
and up with Priscilla and Mrs. Mercer
*
These programs are made possible with
funds from New York State Council on
the Arts Decentralization Grant Program,
a state agency, and the Cultural Resources
Council, a regional arts Council. Matching funds were provided by the Wilkins
Foundation.
Teen Program Schedule
Come to the library for Writing
Wednesdays, a series of writing workshops for Junior and Senior High Students.
Every Wednesday in July, from 1-3 pm.
July 6th – 1-3 pm
You are Here: a Memoir writing workshop of self-discovery with Heidi Effinger.

July 13th - 1-3 pm
Anywhere but Here!: a Science Fiction
and Fantasy Writing workshop with
Priscilla Berggren-Thomas.
Wednesday, July 20th – 1-3 pm
How’d I get Here?*: a Mystery writing
workshop with author Charles Benoit. The
first twenty teens to register will receive a
free copy of Benoit’s latest novel You.
Wednesday, July 20th – 4 pm
Book Signing with author Charles Benoit.
Wednesday, July 27th – 1-3 pm
Wish You were Here with Me: a
romance writing workshop with author
Allie Boniface.
*
This program was supported by Federal
Library Services and Technology Act
funds, awarded tot eh New York State
Library by the Federal Institute of Museum
and Library Services.
Adult Program Schedule
Wednesday, July 20th – 4 pm
Book Signing with author Charles Benoit
Wednesday, July 20th – 6-8 pm
Don’t Kill your Novel – a mystery-writing
workshop with author Charles Benoit

Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm

Friday
2 pm to 6

(or other fruit of your choice)
Follow directions on cake mix
box for 9»x13» pan.
Top with frosting , shaved white
chocolate and decorate with
berries.
Marilyn Miller

Thursday, July 21st – 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Chocolates from Around the World –
come to a chocolate tasting party and share
your favorite ‘chocolate’ book.
Wednesday, July 27th – 5:30 – 8:00 pm
Composing Sweet Confections:
A romance writing workshop with author
Allie Boniface
Registration for the Summer Reading
Program starts June 20th. Children will
receive a reading log to keep track of the
books they read. And at the end of the
summer those who read ten picture books
or five chapter books can turn in their logs
for prizes.
Teens and adults can enter a raffle ticket
for every book they read. There will be
weekly drawings for prizes for teens and
adults.
If you have a library card at more than
one of the Cortland County Libraries
be sure to stop by a chose your “home”
library. Once we “merge” your records,
the card issued from your home library can
be used at any of the libraries in Cortland
County.
Interested in joining a chess club? Let us
know! As soon as we have enough interest, we’ll pick a date for an organizational
meeting.
There will not be a meeting of the
Library Board of Trustees during the
month of July.

www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm

1 box yellow cake mix
Cream cheese frosting
Shaved white chocolate
Strawberries
Blueberries

Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Semd your favorite
summer time recipe to
editor@thehomernews.
com

Your ad Here

ads@thehomernews.com
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Death in the Winter Solstice:
A Narrative of a True Murder
Mystery in Homer
by Martin Sweeney
Photo by Bob Ellis of The Cortland Standard

F

May 10, 1885
or those expecting the trial to get
under way in the grand jury room
of the courthouse in Cortland, there
was dissapointment. McDonald and Clark
entered a plea of not guilty. Attorneys
Smith and Dickinson, counsel for defendants and for an adjournment of the week.
Justic Dorr C. Smith granted the request.
May 17, 1895: In the case of The People
vs John McDonald, with District Attorney
Burlingame assisting The People, Thomas
Dane of Homer took the witness stand.
A deposition made by him before Justice
Smith on May 1st was read to him after
which he was cross-examined by Attorney
Smith. Dane testified that between 8 and
9 o’clock on the night of December 21,
1894, he was in Doyle’s saloon in Homer.
“While I was there, Patrick Quinlan
came in through the back way into the
barroom. I was in the front room at the
time and I heard Quinlan talking about
having sold his turkeys on that day. John
McDonald and Louis Clark came in from
the rear entrance and on through to the
front room. I talked with McDonald,
and Clark entered into conversation with
Albert Salisbury who was in the saloon at
the time. McDonald and Clark remained
ten or fifteen minutes. Quinlan left the
saloon by the rear door, and about five
minutes later, McDonald and Clark also
left, going out by the front door onto Main
Street and heading south. Before they left,
I heard Clark say to McDonald ‘It’s about
time for us to go up there.’”
Under cross-examination, Dane admitted that he could not swear positively
whether Clark had said “It’s about time
for us to go” or “It’s about time for us to
go up there.” Dane stated he had been
acquainted with Patrick Quinlan for some
ten or fifteen years and in that time had
never seen him intoxicated. Furthermore,
he did not see Quinlan drink anything that
night in Doyle’s saloon. Dane left Doyle’s
on the night in question at 9 P.M. and did
not see McDonald or Clark after they left
the saloon.
Homer farmer Henry D. Keeling was the
next witness. He testified to having found
a man’s pocketbook in his field on the
Friday preceding the first of May.
“I found it about one hundred rods from
where Quinlan was found hurt and about
one rod [16.5 feet] from the highway. It
had the appearance of having lain on the
ground for some time. Later, it was identified as belonging to Patrick Quinlan.”
The DA showed a pocketbook to the
witness.
“Yes, that is the one I found,” Keeling
affirmed.
“And where did you find it?”
“I found it on a steep side hill and in
the most direct line from where Quinlan
was found to Homer Village, after turning
aside to avoid a barbed wire fence.”

“How long have you known the late
Patrick Quinlan?”
Dane could not answer the question precisely but said he had known Quinlan “for
a number of years.” He confirmed that
he had often seen him passing across his

farm when going on foot from his home to
Homer or when returning from Homer. He
added, “He did not usually go within twenty rods of where I found his pocketbook.”
A nineteen year resident of nearby Ithaca,
New York, Ann Oatman, was then called
to the stand. The DA, pointing in the
direction of the defendant, asked her to
identify him. She said he was John or
“Jack” McDonald. Her testimony was as
follows:
“A detective from Elmira, named
Hildebrand, came to my house last October
and then again around the first of May.
He was the first man I ever told about
McDonald comin’ to my house. I first met
“Jack” three or four years ago. He was at
my house last winter. He had come from
Cortland. He said the coroner’s jury was
a pack of fools. I did not know then, from
what he was sayin’, that anyone had been
killed. He said ‘Everything is dark against
me’ and that he was goin’ to Trumansburg
to see his mother. I could tell he’d been
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adrinkin’. He asked for somethin’ to eat.
He said he was lookin’ for work. He also
said that he had somethin’ in his breast
pocket he could use and that he had used
it on former occasions. I told him, ‘In my
opinion, honesty is the best policy.’”
The defense picked up on this line and
made a stab at discrediting the truthfulness
of the witness during cross-examination.
“Ann Oatman. That’s not your real
name, is it?”
“No. My real name is Ann Straight.”
“And your maiden name?”
“Johnson. My father’s name was
Johnson.”
“Is it not true that you are coming
forth to testify now against the defendant
because you know there is a reward offered
for the apprehension and conviction of the
murderer of Mr. Quinlan?”
The witness responded by adamantly
denying any knowledge of any reward.
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Diamonds and precious gems set in gold and silver
Expert jewelry and watch repair
Original and custom designs
26 Main St., Downtown Cortland 607-756-0551
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LINANI’S CATERING
& BAKERY SERVICES

On the move to BIGGER & BETTER THINGS,
but still taking orders to meet your catering &
baking needs! Call Randy at
607-749-9999. And stay tuned to
our Homer News ad & WXHC
for exciting news to come!
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Holiday in Homer Celebrates
Thirty Years on the Green
by Kathleen Beardsley

T

he First Religious Society (1799) and
the Homer Congregational Church
(United Church of Christ 1801) are

celebrating thirty years of organizing and hosting the Holiday in Homer, Arts and Crafts
Festival that is located on the Homer Green
this year. In 1981, the first Holiday in Homer
welcomed vendors and visitors to come to
Homer and participate in this July event with
entertainment, food, 85 booths of handcrafted
items and a strawberry shortcake social in the
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Memorial Garden.
The Homer Methodist and Calvary Episcopal

Issue 13

tee members. Published accounts of the various
scheduled events for each past year, indicate

Churches also shared in this special “On the

that many events have endured while others

Green” event by preparing special programs

have appeared for only a few years.

and meals. Additionally, many Homer groups

A historical presentation given by Beardsley

offered to provide bar-b-que chicken and other

and Schule on July 7, 7:30 pm in the

snacks and treats to be available throughout

Congregational Church parlor will detail the

the event. Many tireless volunteers from the

highlights of these 30 years with documents,

churches and community have participated

photographs and a brief history of the “Green”

in the organization of Holiday in Homer over

from the earliest native inhabitants to the pres-

the past 30 years. Cortland County Historical

ent. Refreshments will be served. The public

Society member, Kathleen Beardsley has

is invited to attend and learn about why the

researched the history of this event with Jacob

Holiday in Homer was first organized and the

Schule, Congregational Church Historian, and

founding members who were instrumental in

together they have collected a list of long for-

starting this wonderful Holiday in Homer, Arts

gotten names that were organizers and commit-

and Crafts Festival, on the Homer Green.

