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Homer Town Board Meeting
August 3rd, 2011
Supervisor Forbes reported that he and

the town in the event that the grant application is
denied.
The town boardroom and hallway walls have
recently been repaired and painted, and areas

Councilman Barry Warren, along with the

without carpeting have been carpeted for a

contractor, Scott Crysler of Diamond & Thiel

total cost of $556. The Highway Department

The Voice of the Town

Construction, and Jon Carnes of Crawford &

employees did the painting.

The Homer News

needs to be done to complete the Town Hall

Historian Martin Sweeney’s participation in the

Exterior Renovation Project. That work is

celebration of the 142-year old Cardiff “Giant”

scheduled for completion later in the month.

hoax involving Homer native David Harrum,
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Stearns, Architects, had reviewed the work that

New Visions Fiber-Optic Cable Company is
looking to expand into the Homer area. Forbes
suggested that interested residents set up

The Town Board agreed to support Town

which will take place at the Center for the Arts
on October 27th.
Councilman Williams noted the Town Board’s

meetings inside the village and in the town to

support for Sweeney’s enthusiasm for local

ascertain how much demand there would be for

history and his efforts to educate the public

such a service.

about Homer’s past.

Gary VanGorder, Executive Director of the

The Town Board approved the 2011 grant

Cortland County IDA/BDC was present to

application prepared by Town Justice Gary

explain that Tim Duff, owner of TDL located

Shiffer for assistance from the State of New

on Route 11, north of Little York Crossing,

York Justice Court Assistance Program (JCAP)

was looking into obtaining a small business

to update their computer system.

development grant in order to expand his

						
Anita Jebbett,
Homer Town Clerk

business and hire two new employees.
Tim Duff explained that he had purchased
FILS-Agritech, an established business of
specialized agricultural products, and is now
planning to have items manufactured here in
Cortland that were originally shipped from New
Zealand. He will need to hire two employees
when he makes this change.
The Town Board agreed to pay the $2,500 fee
to Thoma Development Consultants for the grant
application with the understanding that if TDL
receives the grant, the Town will be refunded the
application fee. Duff agreed to refund the fee to
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Homer Village Trustee
Meeting August 2, 2011
The police car had a bent lifter that
could not be removed. There seems to be
similar problems with Dodge Chargers.
It is hoped that this known defect will
encourage Chrysler to rebate some funds
towards a new car. The car is out of
warranty with 55,000 miles on it. The
trustees agreed to try to get back on a
two-year rotation of new police cars.
That system would allow for a higher
trade-in value and also hopefully preclude
maintenance issues. Funds have been set
aside for a new car.
Discussion on getting a School Resource
Officer (SRO) for the Homer High School.
Funding for this position was discussed.
More information to follow in the future.
Bids have been received to repair the
Earl Abby at the cemetery. The family
who funds the Abby will make the
decision on who and what gets done to
repair the roof.
It was proposed that a simple form be
developed that builders can use to check
off when they propose new construction
projects in the village. A more business
friendly form was proposed. There will
be more discussion and thought on how to
implement this idea.
Comments on what the village is doing
to encourage senior citizens to use the
village’s recreation facilities. The village
has over 270 homes out of 1204 that are
owned by people over 65. The question
was, “Are we spending the correct
proportion of recreation money?” The
answer seems to be that the village sends
some money to the senior center to help
pay for painting and pottery classes. The
idea of getting a committee to study this
issue was raised. No action was taken.
Kids football will start a small traveling
league. It will give the kids a little more
fun than just playing against their own
members.
There will be a sock hop on the village
green on August 6th (over by publishing
date). On August 19th Main Street will
be closed from Route 90 to Clinton to
support “Magic on Main”. There will
be food, face painting, two different acts
for entertainment, radio DJ and you will
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be allowed to walk Main Street with an
open container of wine or beer. This is
the first year of this type of celebration
of downtown and is hoped that it will be
successful and a model for future year’s
events. Posters are placed around town
describing who the sponsors are and what
is happening. Be there.
Trash dumping at the compost center
has slowed up considerably. The shorter
hours and the notices have helped. The
hemorrhage of around $600 a week has
stopped. The salt shed will need to have
its roof fixed. Trees will have to be
removed which will be a significant issue
in developing next year’s budget. The
tree survey that will be taking place this
fall will help a lot. The new loader has
arrived.
The roof replacement for the firehouse
will have to put out for bid. The winner of
the bid will be asked to look at the original
1939 slate roof on the main building to
assess its condition. A new member was
accepted into the fire department. Heather
Martin will begin training shortly. The
fire department is looking for design help
on mounting the piece of the World Trade
Tower’s steel that they have acquired. It is
now planned to be placed somewhere near
the community building. If you have any
desire to help, please contact the fire chief.
The village wants an electronic policy.
There’s concern about what to do when
radios are damaged and how many times
the village needs to replace them before
the individual has to pay for the item.
They will ask NYCOM if they have some
boilerplate wording that can be modified to
suit our needs.
It was decided that the village would not
accept a bid for design guidelines for Main
Street. The moneys requested seemed to
be a little too high for most of the trustees
to accept.
The trustees decided not to raise the
senior tax exemption from the current
$10,500. It was requested that the village
go along with the county suggested rate of
$16,500. The increase would have reduced
the village tax income by about $20,000.
This amount was significant and the
trustees decided to hold off for a year to
study the impact on next year’s budget.

Barbara Crandall and Fred Forbes at a dinner the
Supervisor’s had to celebrate Barbara’s retirement. A
more lengthy bio of Barbara was in a previous issue of
The Homer News.

Hazard mitigation plan was accepted.
The county requires there to be a plan in
case of a hazardous situation develop in the
village. The firehouse will be the (HQ)?
and is also the reason why a generator was
installed behind the firehouse.
A request to use Durkee Park for a Radio
Control sailing club was approved.
A question was asked of the Mayor on
what was the status of moving back to the
Town Hall. She answered that “when they
decide on a course of action they would
tell us”.

Ed Finkbeiner

Town Supervisor’s Meeting
August 8, 2011
Minutes were approved and the
general bills were paid.
The work being done on the
Town Office building is nearing
completion. All the punch list
items should be done by the 3rd
week of August. The walls of the
meeting room have been painted
and look great. The tile damage
by the elevator when the village
moved out has been fixed and looks
very good also.
Tim Duff who owns and runs a
new company in Homer is called
TDL. A grant is available to help
Tim’s business expand. He plans
on having two product lines and
will be looking to hire 2 additional
people. He is essentially taking
over an ongoing business that the
current owners don’t want to run
any more. In order to get the grant
of up to $50,000, he needs to have
the town front the grant writing cost
of $2500. Tim will reimburse the
town with $2500 if for some reason
the grant is not approved. The
supervisors agreed to help.
Martin Sweeney wanted to
the town to be aware that he
was working on a Cardiff Giant
presentation and that there would
be no cost to the town for the effort.
Judge Shiffer has submitted a
grant request to update the software
of the court’s computer. The grant
submission was approved.
Highway department is doing
two CHIPS jobs, tree removal and
helping the village on Copeland
Avenue with the repaving. Creech
Road repaving is done and a little
rock stabilization work needs to be
done on Haight’s Gulf Road.
Permit fee to do construction work
within the flood plain fee was set at
$40.
The supervisors went in to
executive session to discuss a
lawsuit on an appraisal value
dispute.
Ed Finkbeiner

Kevin Slack

Meet Kevin Slack
by Ed Finkbeiner
Kevin is our newest village
Trustee. He owns Kory’s Place on
Rte 281. I sat down with Kevin
to talk about how his new job is
going.
“More challenging than I
anticipated.” The time involved in
reading all the rules and regulations
takes quite a bit of time. The
trustees have to approve all the
rules and regulations before they
can be applied.
He likes meeting with all the
village people and is trying hard to
satisfy his constituents.
I asked him what his desires were
for Homer? He would like more
beautification efforts applied to rte
281. He would like to have flowers,
flags and winter lighting, similar
to the village. He wanted to let
people who live and work on or
near rte 281 to know that the village
includes them in its beautification
plans.
He felt that the Homer Business
Association (HBA) and the
village were working together to
encourage business to come to
Homer. Providing jobs in a business
friendly environment are needed to
ensure that the village has a strong
future. He was excited that the
Contentos were trying to provide a
business incubator for businesses
in the old soap factory on James
Street. Continuing support for new
business in the village will keep
Homer a vibrant place to live and
work.
He said he would work diligently
to keep taxes under control and
to provide his best guidance on
spending the villages hard earned
tax revenues.

