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2011 River Clean-Up!
Help clean up Cortland County Waterways!
When: Saturday, September 24, 2011
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm

The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents
The Homer News is published
in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a communitybased newspaper dedicated to informing
townspeople of current events and issues;
serving as a forum for the free exchange of
views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make
the Town of Homer unique.
Editorial Staff
Editor: Laura Finkbeiner

Staff Reporter: Ed Finkbeiner

***
Subscription Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no
cost to all Homer residents.
We are offering subscriptions for
The Homer News. Personal or out-oftown subscriptions are available for $36
per year (First Class). Payable in advance.
Please send check or money order to the
address below. Email your address to:
editor@thehomernews.com

Where: Any stream, pond or lake in Cortland
County!

Signed Articles, Letters,
Photographs and Drawings of interest
are welcomed to be considered for
publication. All articles are subject to editing for clarity and length. Materials not
used will be returned if a self-addressed
stamped envelope is provided.
*Note: All ads go in without alterations unless
informed otherwise.
THANK YOU!
Circulation: 3,000 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2011 The Homer News, Inc.
Printed by Paden Press
The Homer NEWS
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077

Editor@thehomernews.com
Telephone: 607-241-6885
The deadline for Sept 8th issue is Aug
30th.

A big thank you from cell phones for soldiers
and VOSH (Volunteer Optometric Services
to Humanity) who have dropped off their old
cell phones and glasses. We’ve been collecting them at OMG (Oh My Goodness natural

To register, please contact Cortland County Soil
and Water Conservation District at 607-7565991 no later than September 9, 2011.

food and products on Main Street in Homer).

Please have the following information ready
when you call to register:

ing their phones. Each phone donated gives a

1. Specific location of your clean-up
including road names, etc…;

2. What time you plan on carrying out
your clean-up

3. Number of volunteers in your group.

We will provide each group with a drop off
location, a packet of information, and clean-up
materials after registration.
Sponsored by the Cortland County Soil and
Water Conservation District

You can donate cell phones that are broken or
wet from falling in water or you’re just updatsoldier a one hour phone card to call anywhere
in the world! This time of the year is especially
important to re-stock cards for our troops during
the holidays.
The eyeglasses, sunglasses and eyeglass cases
are taken over seas for those in need.
I would also be happy to pick them up at your
home if you wish.
A huge thank you for supporting our troops
and those in need
Judy Heath

Meet Gordon Wheelock

Contributors
Kathleen Beardsley, Anton Burkett, Priscilla
Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Paula
Harrington, Dr. Peter Hartsock, Kim L.
Hubbard, Mary Alice Bellardini, Steve
Farrell, Anita Jebbett, Marilyn Miller, Tom
Knobel, Elaine Norris, Lynn Olcott, Fran
Rotunno, Martin Sweeney, Ann Siegle
*Sports Writer /Photographer:
John Zachary

Cell Phones for Soldiers

I had the opportunity to sit with Gordon
Wheelock and discuss his intention to pursue
his ambitions for county Legislature. Gordon is
running as a Republican candidate for District
10 of the Cortland County Legislature. He has
been active in the Homer community and for 18
years served on the village Board of Trustees.
He initiated the construction of the village
garage and sewer system and for 40 years was
on the Homer Fire Department, where he served
as the first president of the Homer Fireman’s
Association. “I have the time and the experience
to be a county legislator. I feel we need some
common sense solutions and that tax payer’s
pocket book must be taken into consideration
before any vote is cast.” Please call Gordon
with any questions or concerns at 749-3169.
Gordon requests if you want to support his
candidacy, please mail or email your letters to
The Homer News.

The Cortland County Historical Society has
some seats available on their 2-day bus trip to
Lancaster, Pennsylvania. On October 6th and
7th, they will be taking a luxury bus to see the
Sight & Sound Theatre’s play, “Joseph”, and
will be touring the Amish Country. Call the
Society at 756-6071 for more details
Help support the Cortland County
Historical Society by ordering beautifully,
naturally grown mums. Call 756-6071 for
your order form. Orders are due by August
30, 2011.

Note:
Writers, photographers and commentators
please send your stuff to editor@thehomernews.
com. This is a community based newspaper and
there is more than enough room for your contribution. Send your classified ads too.
Advertisements pay for the entirety of the
expenses of printing and mailing this paper.
Keep writing and advertising in this paper if you
wish to see it grow.

Cover Page:
Cover: Magic on Main Street

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased community service and forum.
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Around Town

News from the Library

The Forum has blossomed into one
of the largest Lincoln organizations
in the nation, boasting more than by Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
600 members.

Frank J. Williams

Lincoln Scholar to Speak
in Homer
by Martin Sweeney
In observance of the
Sesquicentennial of the Civil
War, the Honorable Frank J.
Williams, retired Chief Justice of
the Rhode Island Supreme Court
and one of the nation’s leading
authorities on the life and times of
Abraham Lincoln, will be speaking in the Bonne Auditorium of
the Homer Intermediate School
on Clinton Street in Homer on
Friday, September 9, 2011, at
7:30 pm. Because of Homer’s historic connections to “The Great
Emancipator,” Justice Williams will
be speaking on “Lincoln and the
Constitutionality of Emancipation.”
The event is free and open to the
public and made possible through
funding provided by the Ralph R.
Wilkins Foundation, Inc. and the
Homer Education Foundation.
Williams is one of the country’s
most renowned Lincoln collectors,
having amassed an unsurpassed private library and archive that ranks
among the Nation’s largest and finest. In addition, for more than
twenty years he has been widely acknowledged as the foremost
leader of America’s Lincoln fraternity, the large, nationwide community of Lincoln historians, students,
and enthusiasts. Since 1996 he has
served as founding Chairman of The
Lincoln Forum, a national assembly
of Lincoln and Civil War devotees.

A scholar of national reputation,
Williams is the author or editor
of over fourteen books including
Judging Lincoln, a book of his
essays published in 2002 by Southern Illinois University Press. He is
the co-author of The Emancipation
Proclamation: Three Views, a book
on the legal, political, and cultural
impact of the Emancipation Proclamation, published by Louisiana
State University Press in April 2006.
His latest book, Lincoln Lessons:
Reflections on America’s Greatest
Leader, with William D. Pederson,
was published in 2009.
Williams entered the military in
1962. Rising to the rank of Captain
in the U.S. Army, he saw active duty
in Vietnam and was highly decorated for five years of service. On
December 30, 2003, the President
of the United States, through the
Secretary of Defense, invited Chief
Justice Williams to be a member
of the then Military Commissions
Review Panel for tribunals to be
held in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba,
with the rank of Major General. The
Military Commissions Act of 2006
created the Court of Military Commission Review on which Williams
served as Chief Judge until December 2008.
Since “Homer’s Celebration of
Lincoln in Paint and Print” in 2009,
Homer has become a Mecca for
Lincoln historians, attracting such
scholars as Harold Holzer, Jason
Emerson, and Senator George
McGovern. With his expertise on
Lincoln and matters of constitutional law, Frank Williams brings to
Homer further impressive insights
into the statesmanship of our Civil
War President.

Puppy Kindergarten

I’ve been looking for puppy classes for
Ben. It’s time for him to learn to sit, heel
and not chew on me. But the thought of
going back to school makes my stomach
ache. I’ve taken every dog I’ve owned to
obedience classes and often we’ve had to
repeat kindergarten. Finn, my first Golden
Retriever and I were a mess after the first
class. The teacher was a short woman with
a loud raspy voice and a large stick she
pounded on the floor to get everyone’s
attention. Every time that stick hit the
ground we both jumped and looked furtively around the room hoping she wasn’t
looking at us. By the second week, Finn
had broken out in a rash and my blood
pressure was creeping up. Our goal became
getting through each class without being
noticed. We had no hope of ever being
the class stars. I laughed way too much at
Finn’s antics for the teacher’s tastes, and
when it came to sitting, heeling and staying
Finn always thought that pretty good was
close enough.
I can already hear what the instructor
is going to say about Ben. “What have
you been letting the dog get away with?”
and “what’s cute in a puppy isn’t cute
in a dog.” Actually, those comments are
really about me. Because when your dog
isn’t obedient it’s the owner who needs
education. So, every morning when we
go for a walk during the last days of summer I know fall is approaching and so is
obedience school. And I’m going to be in
trouble for having way too much fun over
the summer.
It’s not just Ben and the kids who will
be heading off to school. College students
will be returning, and there are always new
jobs to start, or changes of career. Whether
it’s school, or college, or a job, new
beginnings mean returning to the novice
phase. We are no longer experts. We are
beginners, making mistakes, confused and
unsure. I hate that stage. I want to start out
knowing everything, being good at everything. I want to be an expert from day one.
So I’m settling for taking Ben to obedience
classes rather than going back to school
myself. I promised Bruce my last degree
was my last degree. Plus, I’m feeling too
darn old to be a total novice again. I don’t
feel like dealing with making mistakes as I
learn something new, even though that’s a
natural part of learning.
That’s the problem with wanting to
become a better writer. Writing takes practice but unlike playing the piano, which I
realize I won’t do perfectly the first time,
I assume I should be able to write a masterpiece the very first time. And then when
I read it and realize it’s nowhere close to
the beautiful prose I imagined, I’m ready
to throw it across the room and look for a
good book to read. But it’s fall and time to
return to learning, and so I’m trying to get
back into my novel that I’ve been working
on for years. I just need to remind myself

Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm

Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm

that every edit makes it better. Fortunately,
there are a lot of first time authors who
didn’t expect to write a classic with their
first draft. They kept working on it as they
learned their craft and they didn’t let those
mean teachers (or the voices in their head
telling them they were bad students) stop
them.
So, if you are getting ready for school,
starting a new job, changing careers, or
taking your dog to beginner’s dog obedience come check out a new novel by a first
time author. It will give you hope that the
learning curve is worth the trip.

What’s New at the Library?
The Chess Club had their first meeting
last week and there was a great turnout.
They meet every Tuesday at 4:00 pm. The
Club is open to everyone; any age, any
skill level. If you love playing chess, or
would like to learn, join the group.
The Homer Writer’s group will resume
regular meetings in September. They meet
the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings at 7:00
pm. The next meeting will be on Sept. 7th.
Pre-school Story Time resumes
Wednesday, Sept. 14th @ 10:30 am. Miss
Tammy provides stories, songs, puppets
and dancing. The theme will be ABC/123.
On March 21st the theme will be Elephants
and the theme for the 28th is Mice. The
story time with Miss Tammy meets every
Wednesday morning that school is in session.
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd
grades, resumes Sept. 22nd. It meets
Thursdays @ 3:10 pm. Students in K-2nd
grade may attend every week. Rockin’
Readers does not meet during school
breaks or on snow days.
The upcoming Rockin’ Readers schedule
is:
Sept. 22nd – All about Dogs
Sept. 29th – Let’s Celebrate Ducks
The Kids’ Clubs, monthly clubs for
children in grades 3 through 6, will begin
meeting in October. Stop by the library
and sign-up for the Science Club, Book
Club, or Writers’ Club. Registration for the
Science Club is limited, so sign-up early.
The Kid’s Science Club meets the first
Monday @ 3:45 pm. The first meeting will
be Oct. 3rd.
The Kid’s Book Club meets the first
Wednesday of each month @ 4:00 pm.
The first meeting will be Oct. 5th.
The Kid’s Writers’ Club meets the fourth
Tuesday @ 4:00 pm. The first meeting will
be Oct. 25th. Any child in 3rd through 6th
grade is welcome to attend. Please call the
library for more information.
A Fantasy and Science Fiction Writing
group for Jr. and Sr. High students will be
starting in October. The group will meet
the third Tuesday of each month at 4:00
pm. If you love fantasy and science fiction
and want to create your own world, characters and stories, call the library to register
for this group. The first meeting will be
Oct. 18th.

www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm

Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm

Friday
2 pm to 6

Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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Magic on Main Street
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Big turn out for Magic on Main Street!

156 South Main Street
Homer Ny 13077
We care About Our Community

pics by Emily Gibbons, Harry
Coleman, and Kathy Beardsley
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Growing Up Without a Helmet
Part Eight

The Ol’ Swimmin’ Hole
by Kim Hubbard
Eventually, several parents got wind
of our Tarzan Adventure Park and made
us take down the rope. One even
remarked, “How in hell did you kids
ever get that up there in the first place?”
We just told him it was a group effort.
We offered to demonstrate the safety of
the rope swing and additionally offered
to let one of our fathers go for a swing
too. They declined, although I think a
few of them briefly flirted with the idea.
But, the rope still came down, and just
when we were getting the hang of it too.
We hadn’t lost anybody in several days.
Sadly, our parents’ left with the rope,
which they made us risk life and limb to
pull down, yet still had the nerve to say
that it was for our own good. After they
left, we sat around the edge of the pond
bellowing against their over-protective
concern for our safety. Killjoys!
Then, Fred shouted, “Hey why we
don’t use the slide?” I’ve got to give it
to Fred. That boy was always thinking.
Across the road in that old barn I
mentioned was a hay bale slide that
had seen better years. The reason the
slide and been retired to that barn in the
first place was because it was a bent,
jagged, rusted wreck. It was very steep
and rather huge too, running at least
twenty feet in length. It wasn’t in bad
shape at the top, but for the last few
feet, it looked like a deli-slicer. A minor
problem. After close examination, our
crack team of engineers determined
it was safe enough. Just hammer out
the dents, bend over the metal tears
and we were good to go. Launch was
just moments away. Seriously, NASA
would have been impressed at our
problem-solving abilities.
I think what gave us away was when
we had to stop traffic so we could drag
the slid out of the barn and across the
road. Apparently a passing motorist
found our actions a tad suspicious and
called our parents again. They were not
amused. Of course they tried to point
out the hazards of speed and distance,
coupled with impacting water, while
another went on and on about how it

was over 90 degrees Fahrenheit and
the slide was made of steel. It seems
she was concerned that our pink little
backsides could get fried to bacon-bits
upon contact with the gleaming hot
steel. “But we were going to dump
buckets of water down it first!” we
reasoned. “Duh!” One would think
we hadn’t thought this whole thing
through.
While that discussion was underway
with the mothers, the fathers were busy
pulling the slide out of the water. We
were crushed. After all, it was no easy
feat getting it in there. But, once the
jagged end popped out of the water,
the collective gasp from the assembled
adults pretty well sealed our fate. “Oh
my GODDDDD!!! You kids would
have been sliced to pieces,” cried Mrs.
Southworth. A slight exaggeration,
we thought. Besides, we were going
to bury the part with the twisted metal
slices into the bottom of the pond. “We
would have hit the water waaay before
we hit the sharp metal,” bellowed Fred.
“We’re not stupid!” There was some
considerable debate on that score, but I
have to go with Fred on this one. I told
you, he was always thinking. Imagine
if Orville and Wilbur’s mother had
stopped them from taking off at Kitty
Hawk? “Boys, you could get seriously
hurt trying to get that thing off the
ground. Now quit fooling around and
come inside before I tell your father
what you’ve been up to.” I ask you,
where would we be today?
So, all that was left to do was jump
off the same old boring rocks, which
is just what we did. We had built up
quite a sweat, so we all just started
leaping off the cliff like Lemmings. It
never occurred to us that no one had
ever seen us do this before. Then, Mrs.
Leonelli cried, “Wait, you kids can’t do
that! You could get hurt!” A frustrated
father added, “That’s it! You boys
just get your bikes and head on home!
Besides, there’s a thunderstorm coming.
Move!” True enough, there were dark,
ominous clouds moving in fast. Of
course we protested, but it was to no
avail. To our parent’s credit, they did
try and reason with us by using science
and logic. Something about lightening,
water and steel, as I recall, but they
weren’t inclined to go into details just

to be continued...

				

Death in the Winter
Solstice: A Narrative of a
True Murder Mystery in
Homer
by Martin Sweeney
May 17, 1895:

Called next to testify in the murder trial
was John Doyle. He confirmed that he
kept a saloon in Homer, knew Patrick
Quinlan, and remembered the night of the
murder. He provided the same testimony
that he gave at the coroner’s inquest

and stated he had had no conversation
with the defendant on the subject since
Quinlan’s assault.
Next to occupy the witness stand was
the respected coroner, Dr. George D.
Bradford of North Main Street, Homer.
He related for the Court how he had
examined the body of Patrick Quinlan
on Monday, December 24, 1894. He
testified that death was brought on by
the pressure of two blood clots on the
brain. One was just above a wound to
the head and the other at the base of
the brain eight or nine inches from the
first. In his professional opinion, two
blows had been struck and that injuries
being caused by the man merely falling
could be ruled out.
Following through with medical
testimony, Dr. White of Homer next
recalled being called to see Patrick
Quinlan on the day before he died.
He stated that he arrived there around
8 P.M. and found Quinlan on a bed
breathing heavily and unconscious.
“I found blood in his mouth and
nose. His tongue was swollen…about
twice its normal size. His hands were
covered with blood, but I found no
wounds on them. There was a contused wound on the front side of his
head above the right ear.”
The doctor concluded that Mr.
Quinlan died from a compression of
the brain produced by injuries inflicted
upon his head by some object in the
hands of some person other than Mr.
Quinlan himself. With the prosecution
making a solid case for the commitment of a murder, the examination was
adjourned to 9 o’clock Saturday morning. May 18, 1895:
Upon resumption of the criminal
trial, Fred Graham took the stand and
offered testimony. He explained that
the defendant had
been boarding with
him at Michael
Murphy’s in Homer
in the same room
for three or four
weeks or until

December 31st. Graham described how
he knew McDonald had gone from
Murphy’s to “The Inkstand” on the
Monday morning after the injury to
Quinlan.
“You see,” Graham recounted with a
smile, “Jack tried to climb over a wire
fence behind the school on the Green.
Got all tangled up and managed to cut
his hand and legs in the process. He
was quite the sight.”
Graham was next asked to recall the
whereabouts of the defendant on the
night of December 21st.
“I’d been out huntin’ on that Friday.
And when I returned to my room at the
hotel, I went to bed. That was 8 P.M.
Jack and Lou Clark came in about
10 P.M. Lou had taken sick and laid
down on the couch. I told Jack not to
let Lou do any vomitin’ on the carpet.
Jack and I stepped out of doors for
five minutes. When we returned, Jack
retired. I think Clark had passed out
on the couch; they were pretty drunk,
you know, when they came in.”
“What was the usual time Mr.
McDonald went to bed nights?”
Graham could not recall the exact
time of McDonald’s retiring on any
night.
“I know I did not hear the town
clock strike 10 or 11 any night he
went to bed during the four weeks we
roomed together. And on any night
in that time I was usually in bed by 7
o’clock.”
Thomas Gerrard took the stand next.
Gerrard knew Patrick Quinlan and had
known John McDonald since 1885.
He was asked to oblige the Court by
recalling an event that had happened
after the murder of Patrick Quinlan.
“Well, I saw McDonald in a saloon
on Port Watson Street in Cortland, one
night. A woman, Cora Godfrey, was
there in the sitting room. She was with
a man. She and McDonald got into a
bit of an altercation. And in the course
of it she blurted out to McDonald
‘You remember the Quinlan case.’
McDonald told her, ‘You keep still.’
He and I then went out in the street,
and I said to him ‘She gave you a bad
blast in there.’ And he replied that if
she didn’t keep still it would make him
trouble.”
to be continued
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HOW TO SAY I LOVE YOU
WITHOUT SAYING A WORD

SHERIDAN’S JEWELRY
6 Main St., Downtown Cortland • 753-7003
Open daily 10 - 5:30pm
Visit our website @ Sheridan’sjewelry.com

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Ted McBride Company

DAVID L. HUFFMAN

fine Jewelry

“Seasonal Firewood, Mulch, Topsoil,
Stone, Gravel, Fill and Limestone Crusherrun”
Pick Up or Delivered
TED’S CELL: 607.543.0382
OFFICE: 607.753.1040
1349 Fisher Avenue
Cortland, NY 13045

HN

Diamonds and precious gems set in gold and silver
Expert jewelry and watch repair
Original and custom designs
26 Main St., Downtown Cortland 607-756-0551
CASH FOR YOUR GOLD & SILVER
huffmanfinejewelry.com
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LINANI’S CATERING
& BAKERY SERVICES

On the move to BIGGER & BETTER THINGS,
but still taking orders to meet your catering &
baking needs! Call Randy at
607-749-9999. And stay tuned to
our Homer News ad & WXHC
for exciting news to come!
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Activities around Homer
Homer/Cortland R/C Club holds First
Meeting
The Homer/Cortland Radio Control Yacht
Club held its first meeting Wednesday night
August 17th at Durkee Park in Homer. Durkee
Park had a slight breeze so it was decided to
have a small regatta. A soling class boat and
a Victorinex class boat were put to the test.
The soling having a 48-inch mast was able to
catch more of the light breeze than the small
Victorinex ship. A good time was had until
the wind died completely. The Victoinex was
stranded mid pond. This gave the club the
opportunity to try out the recovery system, a
canoe. After launching the canoe there was
some initial getting used to, deciding who was
to paddle on which side of the little boat.
After recovering the boats there was a
general meeting; it was decided that additional
advertising was needed to get new members
to join the club and to attend the regattas. The
next meet and regatta will be held at Durkee
Park at 6 pm on August 31st. You are not
required to have a R/C boat, just a desire to
enjoy racing with friends and to have a good
time.

Back to school “Kick Off”
Celebrate the last days of summer and kick
off the new school year with an outdoor movie
on the big screen on the Homer Green! RIO
will be playing Friday, August 26th at 8 p.m.
Cotton Candy and popcorn will be available for
purchase for $1 each. Please note that bathrooms are not available and children must be
supervised at all times. This event is free and
sponsored by the Homer Elementary PTO.

Visitors came to admire the Brockway trucks
as they enjoyed a beverage and banter with
friends during the open house at the Living
History Museum on rte 11. The following day
over 100 trucks were driven down to Cortland
where they were displayed for the Big Cortland
Brockway Truck Show.

For more information on joining the club
please contact Ed Finkbeiner at 662- 4094.

Steven Bray and Ed Finkbeiner with their boats

James B. Wonderling is a critically acclaimed
artist who displayed and sold his art at the
Brockway Museum, during the Brockway
open house. With pastel he created detailed
depictions of automobiles, “he has channeled
his talent into the highly competitive world of
auto racing art.” “From 1975 to 1992, Jim had
over 100 shows throughout the world.” This
self-taught artist has directed his attention to a
wide range of subject matter from wildlife to
human interest. If you would like to see Jim
Wonderling’s artwork, you can reach him at
(607) 738-2910 or jbwonderling@yahoo.com.

