Copyright © 2011

From: The Homer News
P.O. Box 125
Homer, NY 13077

PRSRT STD
US PSTAGE PAID
HOMER NY
PERMIT No. 82

I am conservative and when necessary, I have broken party lines gaining
bipartisan understanding and support, sacrificing substantial family time and
time away from my profession. The work has been difficult and contentious
at times, and the gratification of serving you continues to be my reward and I
continue to enjoy every minute of it. I ask for your support and vote for me on
November 8th. Thank you.

I supported the CHHA, saving $300,00; reduced county payroll by 16 nursing
positions – although they were able to secure a job with the new company –
resulting in no unemployment to the county; the clients received better services
with electronic home monitoring, resulting in fewer trips to the hospital and
saving county dollars.

We have implemented an interoperable communications upgrade, which will
network us on a County to State to Federal agencies, an upgrade/mandate that
if not implemented by Jan 1, 2013 would have cost us $35,000/day in fines. I
took a trip with our communications team to Albany to meet with our representatives and show them firsthand how important this potential $6 million worth
of grant money was to our county, and gained a tremendous amount of knowledge. Our county did a tremendous job and I am so proud of Kevin Whitney,
Bob Duell, Rob Corpora and Bob Hess, whatever the end result is.

We have a landfill that continues to hemorrhage a million dollars a year loss
and which I spearheaded $300,000 savings for a compactor that at this point is
not needed. Obviously, trash collection is a necessity in this county while at the
same time imposing a huge burden on the taxpayers and we are in the process
of corrective action and dialogue within the Highway Committee seeking relief
while at the same time ensuring that you have the service you greatly depend
on.

The highway committee has also proven to be an interesting learning experience, to say the least. I have sought out and am in contact with our federal
representatives, engaging in helpful dialogue, which I am extremely proud of,
and the result of which myself, the highway superintendent and the federal government hopes to start pilot programs in this county, proving that our highway
department can do things more cost-effectively, eliminating the mandates that
have been imposed on us due to their legislation.

In my role as chairman of the Community Services Board, I worked hand in
hand with the director in a necessary restructuring of the mental health department. With the restructuring, we were able to eliminate seven positions and
bring in a full-time director that is now coordinating services with non-profits
in the community resulting in better services for our residents; we were able to
reduce the six-week waiting period for people in crisis to 90 days in one week;
all of which savings taxpayers a substantial amount of money.

I currently am the Chairman of the Community Services Board – a position
which I have been elected to for the past two years, the second of which was
unanimous; I am vice chairman of the judiciary and public safety; I serve on
the highway and personnel committees; and I also serve on the Fire Advisory
Board, being the liaison between the County and our important fire protection
officials.

Let me begin by summarizing SOME of my accomplishments in the past one
and half years.

As you are aware, election season is upon us.
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I would like to add my voice to those who
are supporting Gordon Wheelock for County
Legislator from District 10.
Gordan has been a highly respected “son of
Homer” for decades, serving his community
as a Trustee on the Village Board and as a
firefighter with the Homer Volunteer Fire
Department. Because of his length of service
to our community, he is keenly aware of
Homer’s needs and strengths and will bring that
knowledge to the Legislature’s table.
I cannot vote for Gordan, as I live in LD 11.
However, I have known him for many years and
have always found him to be straight-forward,
compassionate, informed, and honest. What
more could you ask from your Legislator?
Please vote for Gordon Wheelock on
November 8.
Thank you for your consideration,
Donna Piotti

Hose Company #1 Does it Triumphantly

Homer Central School District
Vision Summit:

Part of a Strategic Planning Process to set the
future direction for Homer Central Schools
Who Should Attend: All Stakeholders –
Community Members and Parents
Date: October 22, 2011
Time: 9:00 am – 12 Noon
Place: Bonne Auditorium, Located in the
Intermediate School
Please RSVP to Kelli Yacavone at
(607)749-7241, x5022 or kyacavone@homercentral.org

Vote on November 8th
Make sure you vote on November 8th. Voting will
take place in the Community building located behind the
firehouse. Voting is your patriotic duty and should be
taken seriously. There are many issues New Yorkers are
facing and the only way to have your voice heard is to
elect the person of your choice who you feel will make the
correct decision in developing polices and laws that affect
us. A high personal responsibility rests on the individual
elected members to exercise careful consideration in
making important decisions. These decisions affect the
lives of all the residents and business owners. Remember,
if you don’t vote you shouldn’t complain. Get involved
in your electoral process. The candidates put themselves
out for your review and they deserve your vote. Study all
the campaign information available and make an informed
decision.
The Homer News will have a survey available at the
community building on Nov. 8th outside the polling
station. There are 17 questions that require only a yes or
no answer. The results of the poll will be published in the
following issue of The Homer News. The survey is to
measure sentiment and is not an exit poll. Getting people
who vote in my opinion gives more weight to the results.
If you vote, you care and those are the people who make
things happen. Thank you for voting.

The Homer Fire Department’s open house was
truly amazing because of the time and effort
these individuals put forth. The kids could wear
fire hats and have their picture taken; a firedog
was there and popcorn, cider and doughnuts to
eat.
There were many displays and information to
show the danger and some of the effects of a
fire and that prevention is key to avoid any kind
of fire. The fire trucks were available for all to
view and members were dressed in uniforms.
The chief even took time to shake my
Grandson’s hand. Not only were we impressed
by what I saw; the turn out of people was great.
We need to remember these people risk their
lives on a daily basis to protect ours and do it
with a passion.
So think of your fire department year round,
especially this month during fundraising.
Donate whatever you can so that they may continue to protect and save lives.
We would like to thank all members of the
Homer Fire Department for everything they do.
							
Kevin, Deb and
Kory Slack

Corrections: From Issue 19 Vol 2: in the
article, Foremost Lincoln Scholar to Speak
in Homer, under the picture should have
been Michael Burlingame instead of Michael
Burling.

Preble Congregational Church
Our FAMOUS Fall Chicken and Biscuit Dinner

Saturday, October 29th

Seatings at 4:45, 6:00, and 7:15 or Take-Outs • All by Reservation Only

Reservations may be made by calling

749-2331 or 749-3794

Adults: $8:50 Under 12: $4 Under 5: Free
Accessible seating is available. When you call, ask for reservations in our “Red Room.”

Cover: Women Builders on The Green
All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased community service and forum.
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Around Town
OCTOBER TOWN BOARD
MEETING
The Homer Town Board met on
Wednesday, October 5th, in the Town Hall
boardroom at 6 pm.
Mark Helms from the Cortland County
Sheriff’s Department was present to make
the Town Board aware that the County has
been discussing making serious cuts to the
Sheriff’s Department budget. He told the
board that the caseload for the Sheriff’s
Department has increased and that there
is no more room to cut personnel without
jeopardizing coverage in the towns. Helms
suggested that any Board members who
want more specific information about the
proposed cuts to contact him.
Supervisor Forbes reported that work
to complete the exterior renovation of the
Town Hall had been delayed due to other
obligations of the contractor, Diamond
& Thiel Construction of Syracuse. They
recently returned to complete the work to
renovate and insulate the original windows
and they plan to finish up by the end of the
month. The masonry work on the exterior
was completed.
A group organized to collect signatures
of those village and town of Homer
residents who are interested in a new
alternative for internet, television and
telephone service will be holding a
meeting on Tuesday, October 18th, at 7 pm
in the board room of the Town Hall. New
Visions, of Syracuse, may be interested
in extending their services to this area
provided that there is enough interest.
Supervisor Forbes reported that of
the three property owners who filed
assessment grievances in Small Claims
Court, following the 2011 re-evaluation of
assessments in the town, only one had his
assessment lowered.
The Town Board discussed other
assessment cases that have been filed in
Cortland County Supreme Court. While
the County Legislature has agreed to set
aside funds to defend the assessments if
necessary, the Homer School District is
reportedly not interested in fighting the
claims at this time and it was unsure what
the Village’s decision was in regard to the
matter.
The Town Board did decide to move
ahead with the necessary action to defend
the 2011 assessments and accepted the low
bid of Pomeroy Appraisal from Syracuse
to prepare full appraisal reports on the
properties involved.
Town Board members Kevin Williams
and Brian Young will be conducting an
audit of the Homer Town Justice Court
records prior to the November 2nd board
meeting.
This is done on an annual basis in
accordance with the NYS Office of Court
Administration.
Upon recommendation of the Homer Fire
Department, the Town Board approved
the purchase of a “Knox” box, a specially
designed box which would hold keys to the
entire Town Hall building and that could
be accessed by the Department in the event
of an emergency.
Highway Superintendent John Phelps
reported on his preparations for the
upcoming winter season. Phelps said that
he and his crew will be doing ditch work
and tree work prior to winter.
He said that he had completed more
CHIPS projects this year than usual and
with fewer employees, including culvert
pipe work on Mead Road and re-surfacing
Tamarack Lane.
Attorney Patrick Snyder reported on
the assessment settlements negotiated
on two properties, one owned by Henkel
Corporation on James Street and the other
owned by Verizon on North Main Street.
These claims were filed prior to the 2011
assessment update.
Supervisor Forbes presented the tentative
Town budget for 2012. As proposed,
the total tax levy remains the same as in
2011, although the rate is lower due to the
reval. He has budgeted for the receipt of

the $100,000 NYS grant that was awarded
in 2008 but not yet received. Forbes said
that the Town of Homer Fire District does
not have a new contract from the Village
as yet so he has budgeted $85,000 to cover
any increase there may be.
The Town Board adopted the tentative
budget proposed by Supervisor Forbes
as the preliminary budget for 2012, with
a proposed tax rate of $1.28 for village
residents and $1.28 plus the fire tax rate
of $ .42 for a total rate of $1.70 for town
residents.
The next Town Board meeting scheduled
for Wednesday, November 2nd will begin
at 7 pm with a public hearing on the
proposed 2012 Town Budget scheduled for
7:30 pm.

				

Anita W. Jebbett, Town Clerk

National Principals Month
The National Association of Secondary
School Principals (NASSP) in conjunction with the National Association of
Elementary Principals has declared
October 2011 as National Principals
Month.
In their press release, the NASSP states
“Principals are among the hardest working, yet often least recognized individuals
in education. Principals set the academic
tone for their schools, and it is their vision,
dedication and determination that provides
the mobilizing force behind any school
reform effort.”
That is very true here in Homer. With
the National and State reforms that have
been placed upon schools, the role of the
Principal has significantly changed. They
work endless hours with students, staff,
parents and the community. Please join
me in honoring Amanda McKenna,
Hartnett Principal, Mike Falls,
Elementary Principal, Stephanie Falls,
Intermediate Principal, Thomas Turck,
Junior High Principal, Karen Lang,
High School Vice-Principal and Douglas
Van Etten, High School Principal during
this National Principals month.
From the Homer Board of Education and
Superintendent Ruscio, we are grateful for
all you do.

The children are learning about fire safety as part of National Fire
Prevention Month. If you contact the Fire Station, you could probably find
out the names of the firemen who gave the tour. They did a wonderful job.
The children had fun and learned alot. Pictures by Beth Hubbard

C4A moves Shoppes from Winter to Fall
The Center for the Arts of Homer will be hosting their
annual fundraiser, Fall Shoppes, on Sunday, October 30, 2011.
This fun filled shopping opportunity will be held from 11 am
to 4 pm in the Center’s Community Room at 72 South Main
Street in Homer. This fundraiser will benefit the Center Circle
which helps promote all Center activities. All volunteers at the
Center are members of the Circle.
This year’s vendors includes: Thirty One Gifts; Art To
Go; At Home America; Baskets & Boxes; Bead Pixie
Designs; Celebrating Home; Framed Photography by C.
Boice; Happily Ever After; It Works; Juice Plus+; Valley
View Gardens; KMY Designs; Mary Kay; Phoof’s Pantry;
Sherry D. Wildlife Photography; Tastefully Simple and The
Pampered Chef. All vendors and several local businesses
have donated items that will be raffled off at the close of the
sale.
Bring your friends and family, meet your neighbors, have
some lunch and get a good start selecting your holiday gifts
and assembling your entertaining necessities! The Circle will
have pizza and several choices of hot and cold beverages
available for purchase. All proceeds from the raffle and food
sales benefit YOUR art center!
If you are interested in sharing your merchandise and/or craft
with our shoppers please call Terri Fendya, 607-423-1974, or
Kim Moses, 607-423-5419.
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Village Trustee Meeting
October 4, 2011
The LED signage law was put up for a vote
as the 1st agenda item and was voted down
unanimously. Although the written law was
defeated the trustees left the topic of signage for
Homer open for future discussion.
The police cruiser with the broken/bent lifter
was discussed. The warranty on the interceptor
engine is out of warrantee by a little and the
local cost to repair the engine is around $7500
to $8000 due to the specific nature of being
a police engine. Parts are very hard to find
and used engines are non-existent or very
rare. The trustees would like to get a parts
list for the repair before continuing to invest
money in a used car. It was hoped that the car
could be put back together so it could be used.
The new Impala ordered cost around $19,000
new so the dilemma is, how much the village
wants to spend on a car. Discussion on why
we need a high performance cruiser given that
the village has only 22-miles of land to patrol.
Seems that only the high performance police
cars have the electrical capability to run all the
lights, computers, radar etc. and need to patrol
efficiently.
There will be a code of conduct all players
and parents will need to sign before new
registrations for recreational activities are
begun. The code will be put on the website.
The school has decided that they will not
continue supporting the ski club activities and
would like the village to sponsor the activity.
The school said it would continue to provide
the buses for travel to/from the ski area but does
not want to run the activity. Fees collected pay
for the buses so there is supposedly no cost to
the village if they decide to pursue the activity.
The question of why the school decided not to
continue seeing that there was no cost to the
taxpayer was asked. More information will be
pursued before a decision is made.
Brush and compost area is expected to close
around November 15th. Questions on obtaining
a new to Homer Street Sweeper was discussed.
Options on whether to buy used or new are to
be reviewed. A request for schedule of use of
the sweeper was requested.
The tower in the firehouse is leaking badly
and needs to be repaired ASAP. Quotes are
being requested. There was a little damage
done to the 1981 brush fire truck recently. Off
road fire work caused a scrape on the sides.
The damage is minimal but will still need to
determine if fixing or living with the scrape is
acceptable.
Residents are requested to determine if they
would like to have KNOX box attached to their
house where the fire department can only access
the front door key if an alarm has been given
and no one is home. People with nice front

doors may not want their door destroyed if the
fire department is called and they are not able
to open the door themselves. There is more
information on the cost, security issues and how
it may impact homeowners at the firehouse.
New homes in Homer with automatic alarm
systems will be required to have a KNOX box
installed. Others have the option. Costs start
at $150 and up. They are very strong boxes.
See the firehouse for more info on ordering the
boxes.
An electronic policy was approved. The
policy essentially says that if assigned radios
etc are lost or destroyed through accident,
loss etc; the first loss will be replaced by the
village. Additional losses will be prorated with
the individual paying some portion of the cost.
Some of the radios in use cost over $500 each.
The town of Homer contract with the village
fire department is on track to sign. Daniel
Hoffman was approved to become a fireman
pending an additional requirement.
A drug free school zone has been reviewed.
This local law puts more bite in the law if
arrests on drug charges are made within the
range determined by the local law.
The NYCOM administrators have recommend
that all the villages and towns of NY pass local
laws allowing them to exceed the 2% property
tax cap passed by the state legislature. Even
if you don’t think it will be needed, it may
and without the law, it limits the amount the
municipalities can raise from property taxes.
The trustees will need to identify a public
hearing before the law could be passed.
A public hearing is scheduled for 5pm on
November 1st to hear comments on an absentee
landlord law. The law in effect will require
any landlord who lives more than 50 miles
from Homer to have a local representative. The
normal monthly meeting will take place after
the public hearing.
The Landmark Society got the approval to
use the Homer Historical Center office.
Health insurance cost increases are around
15% for the next year and the price quoted is
only good for 3 months. Further increases are
likely. It’s very hard to budget when cost can
go up dramatically on a quarterly basis.
Current solicitors fees are $25 a week. The
village requires the solicitor to show up at the
village offices and show an ID and pay the fee.
This is a small way to protect the citizens of
Homer from solicitors who may not be who
they claim they represent. About 100 people
apply each year to solicit door to door in Homer
Village. A background check is made and a
review of their driver’s license is done to verify
who they are. Some people are requesting a
license to solicit on a yearly basis. The yearly
fee is on hold pending further investigation.

Ed Finkbeiner

photo by Jodi De Lage
On September 3rd kids from Dryden and Homer held an MDA Back Yard Carnival
at 82 Cayuga St in Homer. Thanks to our business sponsors: Homer Little League;
Homer Men and Boys; Price Chopper; and Staples they were able to raise
$296.50! Lets not forget cross roads the clown came! They had 8 games and snacks,
as well as a Chinese Auction and a 50/50 raffle. They had a lot of fun and are planning to have another one next summer. Erin is one of the teen and has congenital
muscular dystrophy she has been blessed with the opportunity to go to MDA Camp in
Rush, NY. We hope that this money will help other children have similar opportunities. If you see these kids out and about you should let them know what great kids
they are!

The Book Corner
The Geography of Bliss
by Marilyn Miller
Have you ever pondered your
sources of happiness? Eric Weiner,
a former foreign correspondent for
NPR decided to travel the globe to
see how different cultures perceive
and attain happiness. The result is
The Geography of Bliss. A fascinating
book in which Weiner reports on ten
countries and their degrees of bliss.
Weiner describes his quest as “one
grump’s search for the happiest places
in the world.”
He begins by visiting The
Netherlands and Dutch professor Ruut
Veenhoven, “Professor of Happiness
Studies,” who runs a “World Database
of Happiness.” Veenhoven was a
child of the ‘60’s and was studying
sociology. He decided he wanted
to explore healthy minds and happy
places, rather than sick dysfunctional
societies, thus his pursuit of happiness
studies.
Although Weiner does not find a
favorite country where he discovers
perfect paradise he does make many
observations and discoveries on his
journey.
Switzerland, Weiner found, is a
highly functional society, where
everything seems to work well, the
government, the transportation system,
even the toilets! These may not seem
to be great sources of happiness to the
common observer, but as Weiner says,
“it eliminates a lot of the reasons to be
unhappy.”
If money and luxury can buy
happiness then those with a fat wallet
would want to settle in Qatar in the
Persian Gulf, a country rich in oil
and natural gas resources. Weiner is
wined and dined in opulent style but
after a couple weeks he finds he is not
happy. In sharing his discovery with
an American friend living in Qatar for
a year, she points out that Qatar has
no culture: no cuisine, no literature,
no arts. Everything is imported.
Fifty years ago Qataris made a living
herding sheep and diving for pearls.
Today the country boasts hundreds
of luxury hotels and a healthier and
better-educated population.
On to Iceland, perhaps the happiest
place on earth! This country is cold.
It is dark a good part of the year. It is
rainy and windy. But Weiner finds its
people fiercely devoted to their country
and their heritage. It is a nation
where survival depends on cooperating
with one another. “We help other

people because we can, or because it
makes us feel good, not because we’re
counting on some future payback.
There is a word for this: love.” The
Icelanders are very proud of their
natural tongue, the pure language of
the Vikings, and derive a great deal of
joy from language. To quote Weiner:
“Everything wise and wonderful about
this quirky little nation flows from
its language. The formal Icelandic
greeting is “komdu saell,”which
translates literally as “come happy.”
When Icelanders part, they say “vertu
saell,” “go happy.”
Weiner finds Moldova, a former
Soviet Republic, the very opposite
of Iceland- the least happy place on
the planet. This country is poor and
the people seem, to Weiner, helpless,
powerless. They also feel as if they
have no culture. They are neither
Russian nor Moldovan. They feel
they have no control over their lives
and are consequently miserable.
The author concludes that yes,
Moldovans are poor compared to other
Europeans, but it is their reaction
to being poor that explains their
unhappiness. They don’t seem to
know the meaning of the word, hope.
Weiner is definitely ready to leave
this sad country.
I will conclude with a few
observations the author makes about
Great Britain, which he calls, “A work
in Progress.”
In comparing Americans and Brits
he observes the Americans hold
nothing back where the Brits are
notably reserved in their conversations.
They rarely smile or show much
emotion. Tony Blair, the former
Prime Minister, was an exception, as
he smiled, “something his predecessors
proudly avoided.” Weiner concludes
that, “British culture hinders happiness.
They don’t hug-not even their own
mothers!”
I found this book akin to a wonderful
travelogue. I couldn’t wait to see
where I would travel next. Weiner
writes with great insight and humor. I
would recommend The Geography of
Bliss as a good selection for a book
discussion group.
So why not settle back in your chair
and travel to some far away places? I
think you’ll enjoy the journey!

Reading Tutor
Deonie Finkbeiner

Everyone Deserves the Gift of Reading
Call 607-662-4094 or e-mail deonie.finkbeiner@yahoo.com

Certifie
f d in Orton Gillingham, a mult-sensory
reading program designed for indiv
i iduals with
dyslexia and other reading challenges.
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Homer Sports by John Zachary
Super Dirt Week XL
Syracuse, NY October 5-9
Every year in October the best DIRTcar
drivers from all over the northeast and
Canada invade the N.Y. State Fair
Grounds for the richest dirt track race in
the world. Dale Planck from Homer, N.Y.
has participated in Super Dirt Week for
many years with some success, but Planck
will be in a new role this year at Syracuse
as Crew Chief for his car owner Carey

Terrance.
Planck’s racing career started in go-karts
at Paradise speedway in Geneva. Dale soon
moved on to mini-modifieds that his father
Denny Plank a fellow sportsman champion
himself, bought for him. Dale piloted his
fathers’s car at Five Mile Point Speedway
in Binghamton, NY. Planck driving
his (Sports Unlimited sponsored MiniModified) won a lot of races in that class
as well as a few championships, laying
down the groundwork for a successful
Small Block and Big Block Dirt Modified
Career.
Fulton Speedway is where Dale made
his mark in the racing world for years
to come. Dale Competed weekly for a
NASCAR Regional Series Championship
at the NASCAR sanctioned Fulton
Speedway in the Small Bock Modified
division. All the hard work and dedication
finally paid off for Planck and his team
winning four NASCAR Championships
between the years 1993-1997. Along with
a Victoria 200 win putting his name among
the best in the northeast.
Dale is still a threat in the DIRTcar
Series racing for RezX Racing, from
Hogansburg, N.Y. Owner Carey Terrance
races along side Planck in both the 358
DIRTcar series, as well as a part time
schedule in the famous World Of Outlaw
Late Model series. Terrance is a new driver
in both divisions getting much needed
advice from his driver and teammate
Planck. Coming into this year’s Super
Dirt Week Carey found himself leading the
358 points with only a few races left in the
season. The team decided to concentrate on
the points lead for Terrance, Dale would
serve as crew chief for the races at the
Syracuse mile. Planck would use his years
of experience to help guide his teammate
through out the week on the mile.

During Super Dirt Week XL, Rolling
Wheels, and Weedsport speedways held
races in the evening for the 358, Big Block
and the World Of Outlaw sprint cars and
Late Models. The first race for Team RezX
was a stop at Weedsport Speedway for a
358 DIRTcar series race.
Dale put his Twin Leaf Express, Teo
Pro Car in victory lane after the 75 lap 358
feature. Planck took over the lead on lap
38 from early leader Danny Johnson and
built up a five second lead. Carey finished
11th in the 75 lapper holding onto his
points lead heading back to Syracuse.
Thursday at the mile Dale prepared

Carey’s 358 car for two laps of time trials.
The time trials would set the top six into
Saturdays Nationwide 358 150. The rest
would have to get into the show buy
competing in Friday night’s twin twenties
under the lights. Terrance went out for his
two laps on the “Moody Mile” trying to

put his Twin Leaf Express Teo Pro Car
into the top six. After his two laps Carey
sat 13th with a lap of 32.23 and an average
speed of 111.70 MPH. After the intense
day at Syracuse, the team packed up their
cars and headed over to Rolling Wheels
Raceway, in Elbridge, N.Y. The World of
Outlaw Late models were in town for their
northeast swing. Also on the night’s card
was a 358 DIRTcar race that would pay
points toward the year’s championship.
Team RezX pulled into the “Fast Track”
with two 358 Dirt Modifieds as well as
Two well prepared WOO late models.
Planck and Terrance were racing in both

classes with the 358 race being most
important to the 66x of Terrance.
The stands were packed with fans
from all over the area as well as from the
State Fair Grounds in Syracuse. The night
started out with the heat races for both
classes
on a
very
tacky
track.
Planck
finished
5th in
his
WOO
Late
model
Dale
had a
good

qualifying run in his 358 as well, getting
him into both feature events for the night.
Carey had to run the consi to get himself
into the night’ s 358-feature event. Second
place in points Danny O’Brien had already
made the feature through the heat races.
This put more pressure on team RezX to
get Terrance in the feature for some much
needed championship points.
The 75 lap 358 race was a great battle
up front between two veterans Brett Hearn
and eventual winner Danny Johnson. The
two battled past the halfway point back
and forth for the top spot. Danny started to
pull away in lap traffic giving him a nice
cushion over Hearn for the win.
Planck
finished
a nice
10th place
and his
teammate
Carey
Terrance
fought
his way
up to a
solid 14th
place
finish.
In
the 50
lap Late
model
feature
Planck
fought
a slight push in the early laps, but as the
track dried out Planck’s car loosened up
and he climbed to 10th place giving him a
respectable finish among the heavy hitters
on the World Of Outlaws tour.
Friday at Syracuse was another warm,
and sunny day for all the fans and
competitors. Each of the two premier
classes at SDW prepared their cars for
the qualifying races under the lights later
Friday night. The 358 DIRTcars had two
20 lap races and the Big Blocks would
run their triple twenty’s after the two 358
races. These races would fill out the rest
of the field in both the 358 Nationwide

150 on Saturday and the SEF 200 race for
the big blocks on Sunday. This year was
the first time the twin and triple twenties
were run under the lights on the mile. The
tempetures were dropping as the sun went
down, but the fans filled the stands as well
as the tops of their motor homes all around
the fair grounds. Carey was looking to put
his Twin Leaf Express sponsored 358 into
Saturdays race with a solid and clean 20
lap run. Terrance ran a nice clean race
putting him nicely into Saturday’s race
until the engine went south with only a few
laps
left.
This
was big
setback
for the
team
making
for a
busy
night
fixing
motor

problems before Saturday’s non-qualifiers
race.
The team showed up Saturday morning
with the car ready for the last chance race
that would be their final shot of making the
Nationwide 150 later that day. Terrance
won the last chance race by a good margin,
putting him at the rear of the field for the
358’s premier event.
By the time the Nationwide 150 started
the track had seen a lot of laps, and was
dry with a black shinny grove in the
corners. Dale perched himself high up on
a tractor-trailer on the outside of turn three
for the start of the feature event. Planck
would be Carey’s extra set of eyes for the
race helping him through traffic as well
as letting Carey know where the guys up
front were making up time on the field.
The race started with Billy Decker and
Andy Bachetti on the front row getting
into single file soon after the green flag
dropped. Terrance picked off cars one at a
time with help from Dale making his way
through the pack settling in around the 20th
position. Second place in points O’Brien
started the race, but soon pulled into the
pits just getting some points for starting the
race. Late in the race Carey was involved
in an accident on turn four with another car
bringing him into the pits for some repairs.
The team made the repairs to the car and
sent Carey back out restarting at the rear
of the field. All of hard work that Carey
had done throughout the day was gone in
a second. After the restart Terrance ran a
few laps and then parked the car ending his
week in Syracuse.
Billy Decker won his fourth Nationwide
150 in a row with Sundays SEF 200
winner Stewart Friesen a close second.
The teams head to Brockville Ontario for
the next race on the schedule. Terrance
dropped to fourth in the points with Danny
Johnson taking over the lead by 46.

Homer, NY - Advertising
Salesperson
Part time salesperson needed for The Homer
News, a biweekly newspaper. Straight commission. Great income potential for the effort
required.
Send resume’ to: editor@thehomernews.
com or call 607-21-6885.
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News from the Library
by Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

One Last Time
Jon Katz, the author of The Dog Year,
A Good Dog, and The Dogs of Bedlam
Farm, just published a new book entitled
Going Home: Finding Peace when Pets
Die. I read an excerpt available on Slate,
the online magazine. It’s called “The
Perfect Day,” and tells the story of a man’s
desire to spend one last perfect day with
his dying dog. The dog’s heart was failing.
The vet said he only had a few weeks to
live. So Harry took a day off from work
and spent it with his dog doing all the
dog’s favorite things. After a breakfast of
hamburgers, they hiked and napped, swam
and napped, chased balls and napped. By
the third paragraph, I was fighting back
tears; partly because of the wonderful day
Harry and his dog spent, partly because I
wanted to do the same thing with J.J., my
thirteen and half year old Newfoundland.
Harry’s dog died a couple weeks after
their perfect day; his heart giving out as
he slept. But J.J.’s heart is doing well;
it’s her body, her hips especially, that are
betraying her. She needs help getting up to
go out and she returns to the house to lie
back down and wait for the next excursion.
Maybe a trip to the water bowl. Or another
walk outside to relieve herself. Her favorite
things, other than eating, like swimming,
or going for a walk, or chasing the Frisbee
are beyond her now.
J.J. is not a barker. Playing sentinel has
always been another dog’s job. Yet now,
she barks when she’s alone. She wants
help getting up, going out, changing position, getting a drink of water. Or maybe
sometimes, as she lies on the floor, our
lives whirling around her, she just wants to
remind us she is still here, still with us. So
this weekend, we did the closest approximation we could manage to J.J.’s favorite
day. I coaxed her out into the yard, and we
lay down in the newly mown grass soaking
up the autumn sun. I brushed her, scratching the favorite spots behind her ears,
under her chin, her chest. She closed her
eyes, leaning into my fingers and letting
her black coat collect the sun’s warmth.
Around us leaves floated out of the trees,
plopping down like huge lazy raindrops.
Last night I woke up to her barking and
helped her get up and go out. The moon
shone through a thin layer of clouds, casting the yard in a hazy silver glow. I could
still hear the leaves drifting down from the
trees, as a breeze rattled through them. J.J.
lumbered back up the walk, moving like
an old grizzly heading to her cave to hibernate. Every moment is imprinted in my
mind as a possible last. The last sunny day
together, the last full moon we’ll sit under
together, the last night she’ll wake me up
with her soft woof.
I’m sure there’s some deep mystical
lesson here, about living in the moment.
But, I’m not able to find it. In the back
of my mind, her future death niggles at
me tingeing our sweet sunny autumn day
with sorrow. J.J., on the other hand, is a
Newfoundland-Buddhist. So, while I borrowed the future’s grief, she raised her
head to the breeze, sniffed the air, let the
soft wind flow through her hair.
I haven’t read Jon Katz’s new book.
Maybe someday I will. Maybe someday
I’ll find the wisdom to live in the present,
without grieving a future that hasn’t come
yet. Maybe someday the memory of J.J.,
nose to the wind, ears lifted by the breeze,
will sustain me.

What’s New at the
Library?
Pre-school Story Time with Miss Tammy is
every Wednesday that school is in session @
10:30 am. Themes for October are:
Oct. 26th –Creepy Crawly.
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd grades
meets Thursdays @ 3:10 pm. Students in K-2nd
grade may attend every week. Rockin’ Readers
does not meet during school breaks or on snow
days.
The upcoming Rockin’ Readers schedule is:
Oct. 27th – Cats (Black and Otherwise)
Nov. 3rd – Pirates
Nov. 10th – National Novel Writing Month
The Phillips Free Library Writers’ group
meets the first and third Wednesdays of the
month at 6:30 pm. The first Wednesday of the
month, the group focuses on craft and the third
Wednesday is spent writing together. The group
is open to any writer.
Nov. 2nd the group will work on Creating
Characters.
Nov. 16th will be devoted to writing together.
The Kids’ Clubs, monthly clubs for children
in grades 3 through 6, meets as follows:
The Kid’s Book Club meets the first
Wednesday of the month @ 4:00 pm. The next
meeting is Nov. 2nd.
The Kid’s Science Club meets the first Monday
of the month @ 3:45 pm. The next meeting is
Nov. 7th.
The Kid’s Writers’ Club meets the fourth
Tuesday of the month @ 4:00 pm. The next
meeting is Oct. 25th. Please call the library for
more information.
A Fantasy and Science Fiction Writing
group for Jr. and Sr. High students meets
the third Tuesday of each month at 4:00 pm.
November’s meeting will be on Nov. 15th. If
you love fantasy and science fiction and want to
create your own world, characters and stories,
call the library to register for this group.
The “Repository,” our new monthly coffee
house for Jr. and Sr. High Students, will be
open on the third Thursday of each the month
from 4 to 7 pm. The dates for the coffee house
are Oct. 20th and Nov. 17th. If you’re in 7th to
12th grade, join your friends in the community
room for coffee, tea, popcorn, games, and an
open mike. Come read your latest poem or
bring your guitar along! Call the library for
more details.

Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm

Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm

feat getting it in there. But, once the
jagged end popped out of the water,
the collective gasp from the assembled
adults pretty well sealed our fate. “Oh
my GODDDDD!!! You kids would
have been sliced to pieces,” cried Mrs.
Southworth. A slight exaggeration,
we thought. Besides, we were going
to bury the part with the twisted metal
slices into the bottom of the pond. “We
would have hit the water waaay before
we hit the sharp metal,” bellowed Fred.
“We’re not stupid!” There was some
considerable debate on that score, but I
have to go with Fred on this one. I told
you, he was always thinking. Imagine
if Orville and Wilbur’s mother had
stopped them from taking off at Kitty
Hawk? “Boys, you could get seriously
hurt trying to get that thing off the
ground. Now quit fooling around and
come inside before I tell your father
what you’ve been up to.” I ask you,
where would we be today?
So, all that was left to do was jump
off the same old boring rocks, which is
just what we did. We had built up quite
a sweat, so we all just started leaping
off the cliff like Lemmings. It never
occurred to us that no one had ever seen
us do this before. Then, Mrs. Leonelli
cried, “Wait, you kids can’t do that!
You could get hurt!” A frustrated father
added, “That’s it! You boys just get
your bikes and head on home! Besides,
there’s a thunderstorm coming. Move!”
True enough, there were dark, ominous
clouds moving in fast. Of course we
protested, but it was to no avail. To our
parent’s credit, they did try and reason
with us by using science and logic.
Something about lightening, water
and steel, as I recall, but they weren’t
inclined to go into details just then.
The lesson was cut short by a blinding
flash and a crash of thunder, which sent
our parents scurrying for their cars. So,
wearing just our bathing suits and no
shoes, shirts … or helmets, we road
the back roads towards home … in a
thunderstorm. It was for our own good,
after all. What we doing before was
dangerous.

Growing Up Without a
Helmet
Part Eight
Cont.
The Ol’ Swimmin’ Hole

...Then, Fred shouted, “Hey, why We
don’t we use the slide?” I’ve got to
give it to Fred. That boy was always
thinking. Across the road in that old
barn I mentioned was a hay bale slide
that had seen better years. The reason
the slide and been retired to that barn
in the first place was because it was a
bent, jagged, rusted wreck. It was very
steep and rather huge too, running at
least twenty feet in length. It wasn’t in
bad shape at the top, but for the last few
feet, it looked like a deli-slicer. A minor
problem. After close examination, our
crack team of engineers determined
it was safe enough. Just hammer out
the dents, bend over the metal tears
and we were good to go. Launch was
just moments away. Seriously, NASA
would have been impressed at our
problem-solving abilities.
I think what gave us away was when
we had to stop traffic so we could drag
the slide out of the barn and across the
road. Apparently a passing motorist
found our actions a tad suspicious and
called our parents again. They were not
amused. Of course they tried to point
out the hazards of speed and distance,
coupled with impacting water, while
another went on and on about how it
was over 90 degrees Fahrenheit and
the slide was made of steel. It seems
she was concerned that our pink little
backsides could get fried to bacon-bits
upon contact with the gleaming hot
steel. “But we were going to dump
buckets of water down it first!” we
reasoned. “Duh!” One would think
we hadn’t thought this whole thing
through.
While that discussion was underway
with the mothers, the fathers were busy
pulling the slide out of the water. We
were crushed. After all, it was no easy

www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm

Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm

Friday
2 pm to 6

Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

www.fin
f gerlake
r
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Ted McBride Company
“Seasonal Firewood, Mulch, Topsoil,
Stone, Gravel, Fill and Limestone Crusherrun”
Pick Up or Delivered
TED’S CELL: 607.543.0382
OFFICE: 607.753.1040
1349 Fisher Avenue
Cortland, NY 13045

LINANI’S CATERING
& BAKERY SERVICES

On the move to BIGGER & BETTER THINGS,
but still taking orders to meet your catering &
baking needs! Call Randy at
607-749-9999. And stay tuned to
our Homer News ad & WXHC
for exciting news to come!

THE HOMER NEWS
Volume II
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Bringing New Life to
Briggs Hall

Habitat for Humanity builds on Homer’s Own “ROCK STAR
Celebration Planned for October 27
the green
Up to 30 women participated in building
walls for a pending new building that will be
built on 5 Meadow Drive in Homer. Although
the excavation has not begun, making the walls
off site is a great way to get a jump-start and
also to highlight the project in Homer. On
Saturday and Sunday October 8th and 9th they
built walls on the Homer Green.

Tom Neiderhoffer in front of Briggs-Hall

Andi Baldwin the “Women build Program
Coordinator” for Habitat Tompkins/Cortland
is also an Americorps/Vista volunteer. She
graduated from college last year and is doing

Tom Neiderhoffer bought the Brigg’s
building with a dream of restoring it back to
its original splendor. “It was in bad shape,”
Tom said. There were six layers of roofing that
needed to be torn off and both the inside and
outside walls desperately needed paint. The
outside was transformed from a drab gray to a
warm rust red and finished off with the original
black shutters. “After I painted the outside, the
compliments kept coming in,” Tom said.
Renters have been inquiring about the
space and are excited about potential use for
the garages for new businesses. Linani’s is
presently restoring the kitchen and will be
using the reception hall for catered events.
“This building was once the center of town.”
Tom says and he is making his dream a reality.

Issue 20

this job to help get more women involved in
volunteering. Habitat is going to do a complete
women built home in Groton starting May 1st
of 2012. Getting women to do construction
work is expanding the box of traditional
women jobs. Given that half the population is female it makes sense to get women
involved as you can double the amount of
the volunteer base.
Kathleen Beardsley and Marie Kautz
laying out and cutting spacers

Laura Finkbeiner

Do you want your business profile, picture
and business logo in this paper for only
$30?
If you do contact editor@thehomernews.

1:00 -6:00 PM
Homer’s Cardiff Giant on display at Briggs
Hall Manor Parking lot, 11 North Main St
Refreshments by Linani’s available
2:00 and 4:30 PM
Martin Sweeney Tours, start at Homer Green
Bandstand
Stroll Main St and enjoy the architecture and
ambiance of historic Homer
A Giant sale in shops and special surprises
for children are sure to please all
6:00-7:00 PM
Visit David Hannum’s 1825 Home at
an Open House, Corner of 80 S. Main and
Hannum St
A “welcome” reception hosted by the
Hartsock family, Homeville folklore and a few
tall tales.
6:30 PM
Center 4 the Arts display : Homer/Hannum/
Harum/Hoax artifacts
7:00 PM
Film screening of “David Harum” starring
Will Rodgers, preview talk by Nancy Rhodes
Keefe

