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My husband, Stephen Leet, and I have been
canvassing residents in the rural areas of Homer
Township to collect signatures that express an
interest in New Visions. We have collected over
100 signatures so far on our own. A total number of 500 is needed to get New Visions to come
to Homer.
Volunteers have collected about 300 signatures
total so far.
Through the latest fiber optic technology, New
Visions offers high speed internet, (their standard speed is 25 Mbps, but they offer speeds of
110 Mbps, which currently is the fastest known
residential speed commercially available in
the United States). For comparison purposes,
Time Warner’s standard speed is 4 Mbps. New
Visions offers MULTIPLE triple play packages:
TV, internet and telephone and their current
packages range from $65 to $115 per month. A
resident can order a single service also. No contract is required.
New Visions would offer their services to “all
residents and businesses in the village and town
of Homer.” This includes residents in rural areas
who presently have no internet options other
than dial-up. We live on Route 13 between East
Homer and Truxton. There is no DSL or cable
available to us now, and we live on a main thoroughfare.
We need help! For Homer residents who
already have Time Warner services, New
Visions would offer an alternative. There are a
variety of bundle packages to choose from, with
varying price ranges. For those of us who have
no internet or cable options other than dial up,
it would bring us into the 21st century with high
speed internet options.
Please take the time to complete a sign up
sheet. These have been published in The Homer
News. We also need volunteers to canvass the
village of Homer. Signing up does NOT commit
you in any way, but signifies that there is interest in the area for this new technology. We only
need 200 more signatures, and this technology
could be in place as early as next summer!
Please feel free to contact myself or my
husband at 607-753-6496 or h.leet@att.net.
Completed sign up sheets can be handed in at
the Town Hall Office. You can also sign up
on line: blinkusa.com or nvplc.com. General
inquiries: New Visions 315-472-6300.
Respectfully submitted,
Helen Leet

Cardiff Giant Showing and Tour of
Historic Homer commentray
So many people shared the day with enthusiasm
despite the snowy cold day. Thanks for your wonderful Homer News. Kathleen Beardsley

Scott Senior Center Election Series
Women’s League of Voters held a forum
October 26th at the Scott Senior Center.
Three candidates running for County Legislature
spoke for 3-5 minutes giving their opening statements, emphasizing their plan of action for saving taxpayers’ money by addressing issues such
as the cost of the dump and outsourcing, gas
drilling which would affect properties. The general election will be held November 8th.

Breaking Ground Soon. Future location of the
Habitat for Humanity home at 5 Meadow Drive

For History’s Sake
Referenceing the front page pictures
Historian Martin Sweeney leads tour around
historic village sites

Homer, NY - Advertising
Salesperson
Part time salesperson needed for The Homer
News, a biweekly newspaper. Straight commission. Great income potential for the effort
required.
Send resume to: editor@thehomernews.com
or call 607-241-6885.

Syracuse sculptor Ty Marshall, who created
The Cardiff Giant meets Homer Rock Star,
1958 sculptor, Pat Briggs Norris

Corrections: Issue 20. In article,
Bringing New Life to Briggs Hall
the name shown as Tom Neiderhoffer
should be spelled Tom Niederhofer

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased community service and forum.

			

End of the Season Party
Cortland’s very own women’s flat
track roller derby league is marking
the end of their first season with
bruises, food, and booze at Easy
Street in Cortland. The Crown City
Rollerz (CCR) invite you the End
of the Season party to celebrate
the close of an exhilarating
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A Soldier’s Glory, Honor
and Truth

I

n honor of Peter J. Girardi and
his fellow serviceman for their
years of Service to the
United States Army

War is hell.
War is cruel.
War is ugly.

inaugural season of its team, the

Where does truth lie when
enemies fight, each side defending
Royal Pains, on Saturday, Oct.
a cause grounded in deeply held
22. The festivities start at 6pm
beliefs or serving a nation to which
with food and an awards ceremony
they are bounded by allegiance?
Truth lies in liberation from
at 7pm. Performances by two
tyranny.
local bands will follow the awards
Truth lies in granting freedoms of
presentation with the celebration
choice and independent governance
that seeks to benefit citizens.
continuing into the night. The cost
Truth lies in the establishment
at the door is $5 for all attendees.
of justice and fair treatment of all
The Royal Pains will be accepting
individuals.
Where is honor in the ravishing
donations during the party and
and destruction of homes,
will assemble care packages for a
communities, antiquities, and the
unit of deployed soldiers they’ve
earth’s flora and fauna brought
about by the actions of battle?
adopted. Donations are gladly
Honor is found in the obedience
accepted; especially requesting
and respect shown to fellow
Red Bull, beef jerky, individually
soldiers, from the President to an
immediate commanding officer.
packaged candy, and sports drink
Honor is found in the willingness
mixes. Please contact Jane
to serve and the physical rigor and
Witty at 607.229.7453 for more
mental strength demanded of the
soldier in performance of duty.
information.
Honor is found in the reaching
out
to those who have suffered and
The league also announces the
home bout dates for its 2012 season. the rebuilding of that which has
been ruined.
Doors open at 6 pm and the whistle
How can glory console the
witnessing of the injury and death
blows at 7pm at the JM McDonald
of comrades, of families’ losses
Sports Complex, 4292 Fairgrounds
of loved ones, and the despair
Drive, Cortland, NY. April 28th,
and trauma that destroys lives and
May 12th, June 30th, July 21st,
leaves a mark on hearts forever?
Glory shines in facing death and
August 11th
the intimate knowledge one gains
of oneself.
Crown City Rollerz (CCR) is
Glory shines through the gratitude
a skater-owned and -operated
of those who reap the benefits of
organization operating a competitive such service.
roller derby league out of Cortland, Glory shines in the bravery of those
who risk their own safety and lives
NY. The members of CCR are
to save others in the heat of battle
strong and motivated women who
and to protect others from the
cruelty and ugliness of war.
train hard, respect their teammates
The glory, honor and truth of
and love the sport of roller derby
the soldier rest on the eternal hope
as well as community-based
that wars shall one day cease and
humankind will live in peace.
philanthropy. Our skaters work
May you stand tall and proud in
to increase their power through
the honor, glory and truth due a
discipline, hard work and focus.
soldier.
Thank you for your years of service
CCR strives to create a full-contact
to our Country.
sport that inspires girls and women
and appeals to all of our fans.

Where in the world are you reading
The Homer News?
Send in pictures of you holding up The Homer News
whether it’s taken during a vacation or at your home.
E-mail it to editor@thehomernews.com

John Gorka Serenades
us at the Center 4 Arts
Concert

L

eaving the brisk fall night
air to listen to the deep,
rich voice of John Gorka
as he played his guitar, was like sitting near a
warm fire.
The seats
were filled
with loving fans,
intensively
listening to the
heartwarming lyrics. With
similar
folk style
of James
Taylor,
Gorka sings John Gorka

about everyday people, their struggles, heartbreak and the good times
that we all can relate to. The single
Anne L. Mackenzie
April 2011 man show was just as rich or more
intimate than a band. The deep,
soulful voice of Gorka grabbed
my attention. Gorka played guitar

and sang songs like, I’m from New
Jersey and Writing in the Margins,
as he looked out into the audience,
tapping his foot and encouraging
the audience to sing along. “Rolling
Stone called him ‘the preeminent
male singer/songwriter of the folk
movement.”
The
Boston
Globe
wrote,
“Gorka is
widely heralded for
the sophisticated intelligence and
provocative
originality of his
songs.”
Listening to
his comforting voice on a frosty fall night was
just what I needed and the audience was as enthusiastic when they
pushed for an encore at the end.
Laura Finkbeiner
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Growing Up Without a
Helmet
by Kim L. Hubbard
Part Nine

“Snow Drifts Aren’t Always
What They Seem”

The

winter of 1961 holds a
particular memory for me
because of an overnight
snowfall that was so massive, with driving
winds, that it packed huge snowdrifts against
all of the houses in my neighborhood. If
you grew up here in Central New York, you
also remember the feeling of sheer joy when
your mom or dad stuck their head in your
bedroom and said those glorious words,
“Go back to sleep. Snow day!” For a kid,
there was nothing sweeter in the dead of
winter; extra sleep and then a snow-covered
wonderland filled with endless possibilities.
For the parents, it meant only that they
might be a little late for work, but they were
still expected to make it in, somehow. By
noon, the parents were plowed out, dug out,
shoveled out and off to work. All of the
kids were just beginning to role out of bed.
Soon, the phones started ringing. My buddy
Neil was, as usual, the first to call and
offer suggestions. “Hey, the road is really
slick and fast! Lets use our saucers and
see if we can make it all the way down the
hill!” From the top level of Highland Road,
straight down to route 222, was about a
half mile, so that sounded like a reasonable

objective. Oh, and for those of you not
familiar with “saucers”, they were snow
toys that looked like giant hub caps made
out of aluminum, with two straps to hold on
with. You could pick up a pretty good head
of steam with one of those. The problem
was control; there was none. Trying to steer
by leaning from one side to the other was
useless. Basically, you just spun around in
a circle until you slammed into something,
or worse, something slammed into you. No
helmets either. The concept hadn’t even
been considered by 1961.
The plows had left a five-foot high bumper
of snow lining each side of the road. It was
like a giant pinball machine. We ricocheted
our saucers, sleds and toboggans off the
snow banks, trying to stay in the middle
of the road in an attempt to make it to the
bottom of the hill. Everyone failed. Then,
my neighbor Gary decided he was going to
lie, face down, on his toboggan, thinking
he would have better control. It didn’t
work. Gary was a big kid. Big! Down hill
inertia, combined with substantial weight,
increases force, or more specifically,
impact. Anyway, the debate has always
raged over how many mail boxes Gary
took out on his way down the hill. Some
say as few as three, while others go as high
as seven. It doesn’t really matter. Gary’s
toboggan was shattered and his body finally
came to rest in a driveway just three houses
from the bottom of the road. So close, yet
so far.
Nobody came to Gary’s rescue right way,
or at all in fact. Our general rule of thumb
was, if you are moving and only groaning,

not screaming in agony, you were fine. Oh,
and blood. If there were signs of blood on
the snow, that might be cause for concern.
The truth is, though, we were bundled up
with so many layers of clothing we all
looked like the offspring of the Michelin
Tire Man. It was almost impossible to get
hurt. Gary would disagree. As he made his
way back up the hill, admittedly, he moving
a tad slowly, he passed through the gauntlet
of friends who gave him robust cheers and a
mitten-muffled round of applause.

to be continued

Watch Out for Deer on
Roadways
Accidents with deer are common in
autumn.
Drivers should be extremely alert for deer while
driving this time of year, which is peak mating
season for deer and a time when a large number
of deer claims occur.
According to an Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety study, insurance claims for
animal collisions are nearly 3 times higher
during November than the typical month earlier
in the year.
However, by being aware of the risks and
following precautionary measures, you can
reduce the likelihood of colliding with a deer.

Homer LD 10 Needs Gordon!
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Wrapped with Experience

 Able to Listen, Research,
and Respond

Know the Facts
Deer claims are more likely to occur in the
early morning or evening hours. In fact, 50
percent of deer claims occur between 5 p.m.
and midnight, and another 20 percent of claims
occur between 5 a.m. and 8 a.m. Deer aren’t
just found on rural roads near wooded areas,
many deer crashes occur on busy highways near
cities.Deer often move in groups. If you see
one, there are likely more in the vicinity.
Be Cautious
Stay alert, awake and sober.
Always wear your seatbelt and drive at a safe,
sensible speed for conditions.
When driving at night, use high-beam
headlights when there is no opposing traffic.
High-beam headlights will not necessarily
frighten a deer, so do not rely on the high
beams to deter deer, but rather rely on the lights
to better illuminate the animal.
Do not rely exclusively on devices such as deer
whistles, deer fences and reflectors to deter
deer.
When Deer are Near, Be Careful
Deer are unpredictable, especially when faced
with glaring headlights, blowing horns and fastmoving vehicles. They often dart into traffic.
Assume nothing, slow down and blow your
horn to urge the deer to leave the road.
If the deer stays on the road, stop, put on your
hazard lights and wait for the deer to leave the
roadway. Do not try to go around the deer while
it is on the road.
Brake firmly when you notice a deer in or near
your path, but stay in your lane. Many serious
crashes occur when drivers swerve to avoid a
deer and hit another vehicle or lose control of
their cars.
If you do strike a deer, and are uncertain
whether or not the deer is dead, then keep your
distance, as this is an injured, wild animal with
sharp hooves that can inflict injuries. If the deer
is blocking the roadway and poses a danger to
other motorists, you should report the incident
to the Game Commission or a local law
enforcement agency

 Will Devote Full Time to the
Concerns of Taxpayers

He will deliver and
NOT let you down!

*paid advertisement by Gordon Wheelock

Classifieds
Small Truck Cap fits Rangers, Mazdas,
Chevy S10, Ford Ranger, Toyotas. Very
good condition. $50. Call (607)753-8227.
Gas Dryer. Excellent Condition. Extra duty.
White, modern, with shoe rack. $100.
Gas Dryer. $90. Call (607)753-8227.
Winter Tires (2 pairs) Very good condition.
$40 for both. Call (607)753-8227.
(Set of 4) 15 70 15 blue Tack? Winter tire,
practically new. $150. Call (607)753-8227.
Vacuum Cleaner Hoover. $20.
Oak Dresser best offer. Call (607)753-8227.
Bed Liner for small Pick Up $40. Call
(607)753-8227.
Plow Blade for Simplicity Tractor. $25. Call
(607)753-8227.

Single Bed Frame (complete) $50.
Call (607)753-8227.
Carosene Heaters $35.
Call (607)753-8227.
Dorm-Refrigerator $25.
Call (607)753-8227.
Self-propelled Lawn Mower $45.
Call (607)753-8227.
(John Deere) Weed Eater $25.
Call (607)753-8227.
Utility Trailer (4 x 6) with full size
tires $150. Call (607)753-8227.
6 x 8 Utility Trailer with sides.
Pressure treated floor. Canvas top

Jack Stand, brand new light assembly and wrench. Excellent condition. Brand-new tires and brandnew spair. Call (607)753-8227.
1996 MIATA MX5, 1.8, 5-spd., 51K
miles, no winters, preferred option
pkg. roll bar, red with black convertible top, EC, $6700; Homer. (607)
749-6932.
2003 BLAZER, 4WD, 71 miles,
new rubber, brakes, 02 sensors,
remote start, remote entry, maintance records, $6900, Homer. (607)
749-5662.

The above information was
provided by Erie Insurance
Company. If you have any
questions about insurance please
submit them to me and I will be
happy to try to address it in an
upcoming edition of The Homer
News.
Matt Banazek is a licensed property
and casualty insurance agent and
one of the owners of Benson Davis
Insurance. They are located at
5325 State Route 281 in Homer, NY.
Questions can be submitted to Matt
via email at Matt@bensondavis.
com, through the mail or via The
Homer News.
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Homer Sports by John Zachary
Homer Youth Football
Hits The Road
Homer’s long running youth football
program is now a traveling league.
Competing with other schools in central
New York.
Scott
Walters
a Homer
Alumni
was one
of the
people
to help
make this
happen.
Scott
played
in the
Homer
Small
Fry
League back in the day, and also has
served as a coach in the program. A few
years ago Walters headed up the new
Homer Youth Football program along
with many other people that have been in
involved in the program for years.
HYF is run by the Village of Homer,
and has a board of directors making the
decisions throughout the year. Their first
priority is safety. They bought all new
equipment from helmets to shoulder pads
getting rid of the well-used equipment
from the past years. At the end of each
season they send their equipment back to
get checked over, and repaired or replaced
for the next wave of Homer Youth Football

Players coming into the league.
The league consists of two
Junior teams with players in 3-4-5
grades. One senior team competes
with students from sixth and
seventh grade. Varsity coach Gary
Posiedlick works closely with the
coaches holding a clinic to help the

coaches
teach the
new recruits
the basics of
football as
well as the
safety and,
sportsmanship side of the sport. Each of
the HYF players learns the same playbook
that the JV and Varsity players use in
Homer. All that are involved see this as
an advantage for the players and coaches.
This helps the players know the plays by
the time they reach the JH, JV, Varsity
levels, as well as the formations giving
them an all around advantage at their
position. Three teams compete against
Moravia, Lansing, Ithaca, Union Springs,
and Trumansburg to make up the year’s
schedule. They play their home games
on Saturdays at the High School on the
turf. The students love to travel to the

other schools making them feel like their
older Homer Football brothers. This group
of youth football
players is proud to
be the first HYF
players to travel,
starting a Homer
tradition.
Every Tuesday
the coaches run
a station day.
Each coach
runs a station
concentrating on
Tackling drills or
Blocking drills
giving the players
some one-onone training to
help them learn
the basics of the
game. Practices are
held on Tuesday,
Wednesday and

The Arts at Grace Concert Series

Xak Bjerken

Miri Yampolsky

Opens its Eighth Season with a piano concert by internationally recognized
pianists Xak Bjerken and Miri Yampolsky.
Works by Schumann, Schubert, and Steven Stucky will be
featured.

Sunday, November 13th • 3:00 pm
Grace and Holy Spirit Church, 13 Court Street,
Cortland
Admission is Free

Meet and talk with the artists at an informal post-concert reception
Voluntary donations can be made at the door.
For further information, call the church at (607)753-3073
The Arts at Grace is a community outreach effort of Grace
Episcopal and Holy Spirit Lutheran faith community assisted by
individuals, businesses, and local foundation contributors from the
greater Cortland community. The series is supported by the New
York State Council on the Art Decentralization Grants.

Thursday afternoons from 4-5:30 after
school.
Lansing Recreation Department runs
the Youth Football league for all of the
schools, making up the schedules and the
rules for the program. The youth league
does not do any fund raising for
the program. To help with the
costs associated with the sport,
each player pays a fee to play, and
the Homer High School plays a
big part, letting the league use the
turf and concession stand on game
day to sell some food and drinks to
help put some money back into the
program.
The parents are getting into the
road trip part of the new Homer
Youth football Program as well as
the kids. They play seven games
a year splitting them up between
home games and road games.
Each game and practice has EMT’S on
site in case of injury.
Most of the coaches
have been a part of youth
football for many years
volunteering their time
every year for the players
and program. Their
pleasure in coaching was
clear, when asked about
the players, Scott said
the players “just want to
play,” “ and if they could
play a game every night
they would.” Homer
has always taken pride
in their conditioning,
and that all starts at the
beginning level.
This program has
been around for a long
time, but this new way of
coaching and playing the
game seems to have put a
much-needed spark into
the Homer Youth Program. This is a great
program to get involved with both students
and adults. The leagues are always
looking for new board members to keep it
fresh and fun.
For information on this wonderful
Football Program visit
www.homeryouthfootball.com
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News from the Library
by Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

What’s a Librarian to do?

I

Monday
10 am to 6 pm

Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm

books are written by people who don’t take
themselves too seriously.
What’s New at the Library?

was heading to the bathroom with a cleaning bucket and rubber gloves yesterday,
when someone stopped and asked “is that in
your job description?” Oh, the glamorous life of
a small town librarian! I actually get that question a lot. Usually when I’m shoveling snow,
carrying the garbage cans in, or cleaning up a
mess. I know librarians who wear good clothes
to work, but I think if I wear a dress to work I
am just asking for trouble. That’s always the
day that the computer breaks down or a shelf
falls and I end up crawling on the floor to fix it.
The other comment I get a lot is, “Oh, I wish
I had your job it’s so (insert your own superlative.)” Quiet, stress free, you get to read all day
long. Obviously those are people who haven’t
been here when I’m plunging the toilet. And
don’t start me on the reading all day thing. I
check out ten books at a time and manage to get
one read.
Having had a lot of jobs in my life, I thought
I’d finally found the one I’d been looking for
when I became a librarian. Then I went to
library school and found a whole lot of people
there just like me. They’d done a little bit of
everything before landing in a library. I thought
this meant that having a wide range of eclectic
interests was part of being a librarian. No one
told us in school that the real reason we’d all
tumbled through an assortment of jobs was that
being a librarian requires being a jack (or jill) of
all trades. You need to be able to shovel snow,
trouble shoot computers, be good with construction paper and glue, and not panic when water
starts rushing across the floor.
This is what I like about authors too. When
I first learned to read, I’d always read the
“about the author” blurb. I imagined what
mine would say when I finally wrote a book.
That of course was when author blurbs were
fun, not the resume of achievements they are
nowadays. Author blurbs now read, “So and so
has a PhD in creative writing from Yale, is the
author of the award winning Blah Blah Blah
book and lives in Connecticut with 2.5 children
and husband and a dog named Bailey.” But
the good ones, the ones that make you want to
read a book and meet the author someday, are
the ones that say, “Before writing this book the
author worked as a ditch digger, a waitress, and
a mob enforcer. She spent five years backpacking across the country and never once worried
about saving for retirement.”
I love those blurbs. They’re like the license
plate that reads Y B NRML. They give me hope
that there isn’t only one way to live a life, or
discover what you want to be when you grow
up, or become a success. Those author blurbs
remind me that being a jack-of-all-trades and a
master of none can come in handy as a librarian and a writer. So the next time you pick up
a book, read the author blurb first. The good

Library Hours:

For more information about any of our programs call 749-4616 or check out our website at
www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.

Pre-school Story Time with Miss Tammy is
every Wednesday that school is in session @
10:30 am. Themes for November are:
Nov. 2nd – Sheep
Nov. 9th – Pizza/Pasta
Nov. 16th – Turkeys/Thanksgiving
Nov. 23rd – No story time
Nov. 30th - Moose
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and activity program for children in K-2nd grades meets
Thursdays @ 3:10 pm. Students in K-2nd grade
may attend every week. Rockin’ Readers does
not meet during school breaks or on snow days.
The upcoming Rockin’ Readers schedule is:
Nov. 3rd – Pirates
Nov. 10th – National Novel Writing Month
Nov. 17th – Author Daniel Pinkwater’s Birthday
Nov. 24th – No Rockin’ Readers
The Phillips Free Library Writers’ group
meets the first and third Wednesdays of the
month at 6:30 pm. The first Wednesday of the
month, the group focuses on craft and the third
Wednesday is spent writing together. The group
is open to any writer.
Nov. 2nd the group will work on Creating
Characters.
Nov. 16th will be devoted to writing together.
Nov. 30th will be about Point of view.
The Kids’ Clubs, monthly clubs for children in
grades 3 through 6, meets as follows:
The Kid’s Book Club meets the first
Wednesday of the month @ 4:00 pm. The next
meeting is Nov. 2nd.
The Kid’s Science Club meets the first
Monday of the month @ 3:45 pm. The next
meeting is Nov. 7th.
The Kid’s Writers’ Club meets the fourth
Tuesday of the month @ 4:00 pm. The next
meeting is Nov. 22nd. Please call the library for
more information.
A Fantasy and Science Fiction Writing group
for Jr. and Sr. High students meets the third
Tuesday of each month at 4:00 pm. November’s
meeting will be on Nov. 15th. If you love fantasy and science fiction and want to create
your own world, characters and stories, call the
library to register for this group.
The “Repository,” our new monthly coffee
house for Jr. and Sr. High Students, will be
open on the third Thursday of each the month
from 4 to 7 pm. The November date for the
coffee house is Nov. 17th. If you’re in 7th to 12th
grade, join your friends in the community room
for coffee, tea, popcorn, games, and an open
mike. Come read your latest poem or bring your
guitar along! Call the library for more details.
Don’t forget November is National Novel
Writing Month. Take the challenge to write a
50,000 word novel in thirty days. Sign up at
www.nanowrimo.org and Come Write In your
library.

Death in the Winter Solstice:
A Narrative of a True Murder
Mystery in Homer
by Martin Sweeney
May 18, 1895:

“H

that day?”
“Twenty rods.”
“And nothing else unusual was found
there, correct?”
“The mud in the road there seemed to be
flattened down…as if by treading.”
“What time did you go back home?”
“About 11:30.”
“And your father was still unconscious?”
“Yes, he was still unconscious. Even
though I shook him and spoke to him, he
did not answer.”
“And you say you did not detect the odor
of liquor about him, correct?”
“That’s right.”
“Yet you maintain you still thought he
had been drinking?”
“Yes, that’s what I thought.”
“At what time did you first think something more serious was wrong with your
father?”
“It was about twelve noon, and as Pa still
showed no signs of comin’ to, I began to
think something was strange about his condition. A half hour later, I headed out for
the village to get Dr. White.”
“What time did you arrive in Homer?”
“I’m not sure. It may have been 1:30...
or maybe closer to 2.”
“Really? It took you over one hour to
reach Homer?
Thomas shifted nervously in the chair.
“Well…on the way I stopped at the lower
place and let out the cows.”
“At Dr. White’s…can you recall the conversation you had with him?”
“I described Pa’s condition for him, and he
asked if Pa was in the habit of getting full.
I said he was not. He said that Pa must
have had a shock or been waylaid and that
I had better go out and make inquiries as to
whether he had been drinking liquor. He
said he would come along as soon as his
office hours were done. He was expecting
a patient.”
“You then came immediately home?”
“No. I visited several of the saloons in
town first and then started for home.”
“You stopped in the saloons for drinks?”
“No, of course not. I stopped in, as Doc
White had said I should, to ask if Pa had

www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
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ow far from the spot where
you found your father did you
go in search of his pocketbook

been drinkin’ in town the night before.”
“Did you make any other stops, besides the
saloons, before reaching home?”
“I stopped again at the lower place to put
up the cattle.”
“And Dr. White arrived when?”
“Soon after I did.”
“When did the sheriff and district attorney
arrive?”
“They both came on Sunday and again on
the next day.”
“Now, you offered a reward of $500 for
the capture of the perpetrators of the murder. Is that correct?”
“’Tis.”
“Was that your idea?”
“The district attorney made the suggestion
Monday that I should offer a reward. I
did not decide to do so right then but told
Mr. Burlingame that I and my sister would
come to his office in Cortland that evening
and talk it over.”
“Did the two of you call at his office that
evening?”
“No, we did not go to Cortland that evening. Instead, I went alone Tuesday morning, and Mr. Burlingame drew up a form,
which I signed and took home for Julia to
sign. I then mailed it out.”
“You testified earlier that you heard it had
been reported in the papers that your father
had been killed and that you were suspected of having committed the crime. Was
this before or after you went to the district
attorney?”
“It was before.”
The defense attorney paced back and
forth as if trying to think where to go next
with his questioning. He stopped, looked
intently at the witness, and asked, “What
does the name Hildebrandt mean to you?”
“He’s a detective, or calls himself one.”
“Is it not true that you have hired this socalled detective to work on the case?”
“No, that is not true.”
“Then, what is your relationship to Mr.
Hildebrandt?”
“I did not seek out Mr. Hildebrandt. I
had never heard of him ‘til a couple
weeks after Pa’s death. That’s when Julia
received a letter from him. Hildebrandt
came to our place with Sheriff Hilsinger,
and he took the letter with him.”
“So you never requested Hildebrandt enter
the case nor offer him compensation?”
Thomas raised his voice: “I want the
record to show that I never asked
Hildebrandt to take on the case. I never
offered to pay him, and I have not authorized anyone else, for that matter, to
compensate him for his time, trouble, or
expenses. He probably saw the reward
posted in the paper.”
Thomas was asked when the notice of the
reward was published. He responded that
he thought it was about December 26 or
27, but it actually ran on January 7 and 8,
almost three weeks after the murder.
“No one as yet has claimed the reward,” he
testified.

to be continued...
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FINGERLAKES
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• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Ted McBride Company
“Seasonal Firewood, Mulch, Topsoil,
Stone, Gravel, Fill and Limestone Crusherrun”
Pick Up or Delivered
TED’S CELL: 607.543.0382
OFFICE: 607.753.1040
1349 Fisher Avenue
Cortland, NY 13045

LINANI’S CATERING
& BAKERY SERVICES

On the move to BIGGER & BETTER THINGS,
but still taking orders to meet your catering &
baking needs! Call Randy at
607-749-9999. And stay tuned to
our Homer News ad & WXHC
for exciting news to come!
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New Fall Craft Show at the Homer
Congregational Church
The Homer Congregational Church is pleased
to announce its “Holiday Craft Sampler” on
Saturday, November 12, from 9am to 4pm.
Due to the great success of our summertime
“Holiday in Homer” for the past 30 years, we
have decided to begin a new fall craft tradition.
This exciting one-day event will be held
inside, on three different levels of the Homer
Congregational Church, and will be sponsored
by the Christian Education Ministry.
This event will feature many of your favorite
“Holiday in Homer” vendors, a homemade
chili and cornbread lunch, and entertainment
in our sanctuary at 2pm, provided by the music
department of Homer Central Schools. Shop
for hand-crafted items including jewelry,
stained glass, wooden toys, Christmas items,
painted glassware, primitive folk art, soaps
and lotions, and much more! All proceeds
will benefit our 2012 Vacation Bible School
Program. The Homer Congregational Church
is located at 28 S. Main St, on the Green, in
Homer.

Cortland Parent Network hosts Fall
Conference for families of Individuals
with Disabilities
Franziska Racker Centers Parent Network will
be hosting their annual fall conference at the
Cortland Preschool site on Wednesday, November
9, 2011 from 6-9 pm. Giving your Best: Tools to
Support your Child’s Positive Behavior in Social
Settings and at Home will be the theme of this
year’s free conference for parents and loved-ones
of individuals with disabilities. Presenters will
include Dr. Henry S. Roane, Ph.D., BCBA-D
and Heather J. Kadey, M.S., BCBA. Dr. Roane
is an Associate Professor in the Departments of
Pediatrics and Psychiatry at Upstate Medical
University, is the Director of the Family Behavior
Analysis Clinic and is a Board Certified Behavior
Analyst. Ms. Kadey developed the Family
Behavior Analysis Clinic at Upstate Medical
University where she is currently employed as a
Clinical Supervisor and Research Scientist.
The educational conference will begin at 6 pm
with the first session concentrating on assessing
and addressing challenging behaviors in individuals with autism and other developmental disabilities. Followed by a short break, the second
session will focus on specific behaviors and how
to address them. Special focus will be placed on
children who have severe food selectivity and
refuse food. Other topics will be covered as well
including severe problem behaviors such as noncompliance, aggression, and self injury.

Reading Tutor
Deonie Finkbeiner

Everyone Deserves the Gift of Reading
Call 607-662-4094 or e-mail deonie.finkbeiner@yahoo.com

Certifie
f d in Orton Gillingham, a mult-sensory
reading program designed for indiv
i iduals with
dyslexia and other reading challenges.

Issue 21
The Parent Network of Franziska Racker
Centers is committed to providing people with
disabilities and their families an ongoing forum
where information can be shared. Topics are suggested by the families the program looks to serve.
For more information and directions visit www.
rackercenters.org.
To register for the event on November 9,
please RSVP by 11/7/11 to Marianne Odell
607.753.9376 x155 or marianneo@rackercetners.
org Refreshments are provided and free childcare
is available upon request.

Center for Arts director, Dan Hayes, picking out the
winning raffle ticket at the John Gorka concert.

We would like to hear from you.
Send all information to editor@
thehomernews.com

