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The Homer News is a communitybased newspaper dedicated to informing
townspeople of current events and issues;
serving as a forum for the free exchange of
views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make
the Town of Homer unique.
Editorial Staff
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***
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The Homer News is delivered at no
cost to all Homer residents.
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Kathleen Beardsley, Priscilla BerggrenThomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Kim L. Hubbard,
Mary Alice Bellardini, Anita Jebbett, Marilyn
Miller, Martin Sweeney, Helen Leet, Anne L.
Mackenzie

I enjoy reading all of the stories and news of
Homer. As a former Homerite, I like to read the
names on the pictures -- sometimes I recognize ones
from the past. I am enclosing my picture in front
of my retirement community, Fairwinds, in Idaho
Falls, Idaho.
Sincerely,
Pauline B. Wall

Thanksgiving Bake

Sale by St.

Elizabeth Guild on Saturday, November 19th
from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. at Grace Episcopal/
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, 13 Court Street,
Cortland. Let the women of the Guild help
you with your Holiday baking this year. We›ll
have abundant Pies, Cakes, Quick Breads,
Yeast Breads and much more. Also, there will
be Christmas Ornaments and Stained Glass
Window Note Cards for sale. All proceeds will
benefit Outreach Ministries of the church.
If you have any questions call Shelley
Ingraham, phone 753-7767.
Thank you.

What New Can Possibly Be Learned
About Abraham Lincoln?
by Kathleen Beardsley
The foremost Lincoln scholar Michael Burlingame,
a distinguished professor of the University of Illinois
at Springfield and published author, graced the stage
at the Center for the Arts. He made special refer-

Burlingame described less known sides of Lincoln relating details of at times a humorous and caring man and yet
capable of reacting with a temper. Burlingame shared that
there is much more to be learned about the complicated
man we call President Lincoln.

Free Friday Night Film Classics Return
To The Center
Homer: The Center for the Arts is pleased to announce
its Friday night classic film series for Fall 2011, featuring
some of our favorite cinema classics. All shows are FREE
and start at 7:30 PM. Please enter through the double
doors off the rear parking lot at the Center.
This Friday, November 11th, the Center brings to its ‘big
screen’ North by Northwest (1959) a suspenseful, classic
Alfred Hitchcock caper thriller. The box-office hit film is
one of the most entertaining movies ever made and one of
Hitchcock’s most famous suspense/mystery stories in his
entire career. One of the film’s posters advertised: “Only
Cary Grant and Alfred Hitchcock ever gave you so much
suspense in so many directions.”
The Center brings back romance on Friday, December
2nd with The Seven Year Itch (1955) a delightful,
sophisticated and witty farce, using to the fullest extent
the mordant humor of director Billy Wilder on the subject
of sex. The ‘seven year itch’ refers to the urge to be
unfaithful after seven years of matrimony, with a desire
to satisfy one’s sexual urges (‘itches’). The entertaining
film is best known for the definitive performance of the
radiant Marilyn Monroe with a little girl’s giggly voice basically portraying herself as a blonde bombshell, and
known simply as The Girl.
On December 16th, the Center presents the next
installment of the Star Wars series: Episode V – The
Empire Strikes Back (1980) thought to be the best of
three Star Wars films, and the most thought-provoking.
After the space opera cheerfulness of the original film,
this one plunges into darkness and even despair, and
surrenders more completely to the underlying mystery
of the story. It is because of the emotions stirred in
``Empire’’ that the entire series takes on a mythic quality
that resonates back to the first and ahead to the third. This
is the heart.
So, plan an evening out with your friends and neighbors
and come to the Center to view this season’s Friday Night
Classics!
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John Hartsock and Brownie Troop 38 answe-

ence to the Civil War President that he uncovered in ing questions about his home, The histoic David
caches of letters, the papers of John G. Nicolay, the
Hannum House.
diary of John Hay and anonymous dispatches sent to
a newspaper by Homer’s native son William Osborn
Stoddard while serving as assistant personal secretary
to Mr. Lincoln at the White House. The insights to
Lincoln were fresh from the war years, not written
from questionable memory years later and therefore
We would like to hear from you.
considered reliable information by the historian.
Lincoln grew up with an abusive father, his mother
Send all information to editor@
died when he was eight years old causing him to
thehomernews.com
be distrustful of women especially his wife, Mary
Lincoln had many issues that brought additional
stress to the president as he continued to struggle with
the pain of the Civil War. In his interesting presentation,

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased community service and forum.
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Around Town

Homer Town Board Meeting
The Homer Town Board met on Wednesday,
November 2, 2011, in the board room of the
Town Hall Building beginning at 7:00 p.m. in
order to review the budget figures for 2012 and
to make any necessary corrections or changes.
Councilmen Brian Young and Dan Weddle
had met with Highway Superintendent John
Phelps to review the salaries of the Town
Highway employees. After some discussion,
the Town Board agreed to increases in the
hourly wages of the Town of Homer Highway
employees of around $1.18 per hour as
proposed by Young and Weddle, with the
Deputy Highway Superintendent getting an
extra $.10 per hour.
Councilmen Barry Warren and Kevin
Williams had met with Village of Homer
Recreation Director Jeff Lewis to discuss the
Village’s request for the Town contribution to
their 2012 programs. The Town Board agreed
to budget $28,232 for the Town’s share of
the Village of Homer recreation programs. It
was understood that the Village would not
be charging Town residents an extra $10 per
registration as they had for the 2011 programs.
A public hearing on the 2012 Town budget
was convened at 7:30 pm.
Supervisor Forbes explained that the Town
would be raising the same amount of taxes as
they had in 2011. The tax rate would be lower
due to the recent revaluation of assessments in
the Town. He said that the Town tax rate for
Village residents would be $1.28 per thousand
of assessed value, and for Town residents
a combined rate of $1.28 plus the fire tax
rate of $.42 for a total tax rate of $1.70 per
thousand. As there were no further questions or
comments, the public hearing was adjourned.
The regular meeting was then reconvened at
7:40 pm. with the Town Board unanimously
adopting the 2012 budget as amended.
County Legislators Mike Park and Newell
Willcox were present to update the Town
Board on several important County issues.
They explained how the Legislature was
deadlocked on the various proposals to improve
the viability of the County Landfill and how
that inaction is costing the County more
money. Both Willcox and Park agreed that
having the JM Murray Center take over the
County Recycling Center was a move in the
right direction. County Legislator Park also
explained why they had decided to cut the
salary of the County Treasurer after redefining
the job duties of that position.
Town Board members thanked the County
legislators for coming to the meeting and
updating them on County matters.
Town Historian Martin Sweeney presented
his annual report for 2011, explaining the many
activities that he was involved with over the
course of the year. Homer’s connections to
Abraham Lincoln had been showcased over the
year with the publication of an article written by

Sweeney on Carpenter, Stoddard and DeVoe in
The Lincoln Forum Bulletin and the publication
of Sweeney’s book on the same topic, Lincoln’s
Gift from Homer, New York: A Painter, an
Editor and a Detective, a copy of which was
presented to the Town Board at the meeting.
Several Abraham Lincoln historians have given
presentations in Homer over the past year.
Town Historian Sweeney also reported on the
recent celebration of the Cardiff Giant hoax and
its connection to Homer’s David Hannum (on
whom the fictional David Harum was based).
Sweeney suggested that a sign directing
potential visitors to the historic downtown
area of the Village be placed at the Route 41
entrance to the Village.
Homer Fire Chief Mahlon Irish, Jr., was
present to request that the Highway Department
provide the labor and equipment to install two
new dry hydrants that the Homer Town Fire
District has agreed to pay for. They will be
placed in the Town right-of-way, one at East
River Crossing and one at East Homer Crossing
and will be used for filling tanker trucks to fight
fires in that vicinity. The Town Board agreed
that the Highway Department would provide
the labor and equipment to install the hydrants.
Fire Chief Irish is also looking into the
possibility of installing a dry hydrant near the
intersection of West Scott Road and NYS Route
41 on the other side of the Town.
Irish reported that the Village Fire Department
and the Homer Town Fire District had agreed
on a new five-year contract. A public hearing
on that contract will be held at the December 7th
Town Board meeting.
Supervisor Forbes said that the grant
documents for the $100,000 State grant for the
renovations to the Homer Town Hall had been
received, signed, and mailed back to the State.
It is hoped that the grant money originally
awarded in 2008 will be received in the near
future.
Councilman Williams and Councilman Young
reported that they had completed an audit of
the Homer Town Court for 2010 and found all
court records to be clear, concise, and accurate.
A resolution to that effect was unanimously
approved and will be sent along with the audit
to the NYS Office of Court Administration for
their review.
Supervisor Forbes reported that Victory Lifts
of Syracuse had made two more service calls
to repair the faulty safety mechanism in the
Town Hall elevator that has caused problems
in the past. The Town was not charged for the
repairs.
The Town Board unanimously re-appointed
Stuart Young to a five-year term on the Town
of Homer Board of Assessment Review (BAR),
and Hugh Riehlman to a one-year term as a
temporary member of that same board.
The Homer Town Board authorized Highway
Superintendent John Phelps to temporarily
discontinue snow and ice removal and
maintenance on certain Town highways and
portions of Town highways designated as

Joe and Jay Riley, Joe on the left is a new member. He recently returned from Afghanistan and
after his honorable discharge from the United
States Marine Corp., decided to join his brother
Jay (on the right) as a member of the Homer
Fire Department, Jay is a recent graduate of the
Cortland County Firefighter Bootcamp, which is
a training course of approximately 150 hours to
become an interior firefighter.

The Homer News is in
Fairwinds, Idaho Falls, Idaho
Where in the world are you reading

The Homer News?
Send in pictures of you holding up The Homer News,
whether it’s taken during vacation or at your home.
E-Mail editor@thehomernews.com
seasonal limited use highways from December
1st, 2011, to April 1st, 2012 as follows:
Foster Road		
.50 miles
Burhans Road		
.50 miles
Wolf Road		
.25 miles
Grange Road		
.75 mile from
Rice Road to Brake Hill Road
Brake Hill Road
.50 miles
Rice Road		
.50 miles
Carroway Hill Rd .25 miles
McDonald Road
.25 miles
Sessions Hill Rd
2.50 miles
Vern King Road
entire length
Maxson Road
1.70 miles from
Sessions Hill
Forbes Road 		
.80 miles

Jeremy Currie, a recent new member. He has
been a member of both the Preble and Cortland
Fire Departments. He recently joined Homer as
he is now living within the Village. Jeremy has
already completed a number of training classes
while he was a member of the other fire departments.

Chapman Road
Searls Road		
Dillon Road		

1.00 miles		
.50 miles
.25 miles

Attorney Patrick Snyder reported on the
latest correspondence regarding the assessment
lawsuits stemming from the recent revaluation
of the Town’s assessed values. Another
meeting of representatives from the School
District, the Village and the County may be
held.
The Town Board meeting was adjourned at
9 pm.

Anita Jebbett, Town Clerk

Heather Martin, again one of our newest members. She is currently waiting to attend the New
York State Scene Support Course, which will
allow her to assist at emergency calls, however in
a non interior firefighting roll.
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Growing Up Without a
Helmet
by Kim L. Hubbard
Part Nine

“Snow Drifts Aren’t Always
What They Seem”

G

ary told us, in no uncertain terms,
what we could do, where we could
go, and that he was going home.
Suddenly, sliding down hill had lost its
appeal. Plus, the road sanders were coming,
so our run was about to come to an end
anyway. What to do? What to do?
“Let’s do some snow jumping!” came
the call. This suggestion came from Neil’s
brother, Jeff. In a nutshell, the trick was
to find something high, climb up on top
of it and then jump off into a fluffy, soft
snowdrift. We used small trees, parked
cars, tool sheds and even rooftops as takeoff
points. The truth is, there weren’t that many
areas worthy of the effort. Snow jumping
was beginning to lose its appeal. Then, Jeff
cried out, “Woo Hoo! Look what I found!”
There behind Jeff’s family’s garage was the
most beautiful snowdrift any of us had ever
seen. It was easily fifteen feet high and
had a freakish shape to it. It was our own
Everest and we knew it must be flattened.
Since Jeff found it, he got first dibs. Those
are the rules of discovery. The problem was
getting above it. Since it was behind the
garage, the only logical choice was to climb
up on to the roof and take off from there.
So, Jeff pulled a ladder from inside the
garage and placed it against the south wall.
We all climbed up on the roof, straddling
the peak and waited our turn. This drift was
good for at least six or eight leaps, it was
that big. The anticipation was crushing. A
gentle breeze flirted with us as it danced
snowflakes around the massive drift. Jeff
strutted back and forth along the roof,
giggling about how great this was going
to be. We were all so jealous. Finally,
Brad said, “So GO already! If you don’t
I will!” Then we all joined in a chorus of
like-minded threats. Jeff smiled at us with
a look that said, “Na, na, na, na, naaa!” and
took off, facing us, with his back to the drift.
Up, up and away Jeff soared. His form was
perfect, easily a ten. It was obvious he was
going for the classic snow angel, which
is normally done facing up. But Jeff had
decided to increase the difficulty factor by
turning in mid-air, trying to land face-first
into the peak of the drift. His landing,
however, lacked … style. But the sound his
body made on impact was almost biblical.
It echoed and sent vibrations through the
surrounding snowdrifts that revealed lawn
and construction tools their father had
neglected to bring indoors for the winter.
In Jeff’s case, he had become one with a
cement mixer, which had been left next
to a picnic table. That explained why the
snowdrift’s odd shape and why it was so

unusually high.
Jeff was too stunned to move or make any
noise right away. So were we. Eventually,
he started groaning and twitching a bit, so
we were greatly relieved. Plus, there were
no signs of blood, not on the snow anyway.
Kids, young boys in particular, can be
horribly cruel and insensitive, especially
when a friend does something right out of a
Warner Brother’s cartoon. We roared with
laughter as Jeff tried to untangle himself
from the giant drum, gears and dumping
arm of the mixer. The truth is, the end
result could have been really ugly. But,
we were kids and our bodies were virtually
indestructible. Reality was still years away.
So, we all climbed down from the roof,
dug Jeff out of the cement mixer and dusted
him off. All things considered, he looked
pretty good. Then, we saw the blood. It was
trickling down from under his hat from a
small, but deep cut along the hairline above
his left eye. Though you might expect it,
we didn’t panic and run. Instead, we calmly
took Jeff inside his house for a closer look.
Upon inspection, it was determined that a
bandage was needed to stem the blood flow.
Suddenly, Neil cried out, “Wait! Mom’s
got a ton of those!” Neil ran down the hall
to the bathroom and returned with a box of
sanitary napkins. Perfect! For an added
curative effect, he also brought along a tube
of Preparation H because he knew it was
supposed to reduce swelling. That’s what I
loved about Neil; he always went the extra
mile. By the time we were done, Jeff looked
like a war-zone triage team had operated
him on. Our work here was done, so we all
headed back to our respective homes, tired
from a long, but eventful day. By the time
our parents returned from work, we were all
warm, safe and dry. “What did you kids do
with your snow day,” my father asked. My
brothers and I exchanged knowing glances
and answered. “Oh, you know…the usual.”

Veterans Honored at David
Harrum Senior Center
by Kathleen Beardsley
Veterans: World War II: Max
Stoker (Army Airborne), Mert Bean
(Army, Japan) Rodney Ludlow (Navy,
Pacific Ocean) Bart Bartholomew
(Navy)
Korean War: Bob Bowker (Army),
Dale Halstead (Air force), Norm
Watkins (Army, Security Agency), and
Don Halstead (Army), were honored
at the David Harrum Senior Center
with appreciation in tribute to their service in the armed forces. After nearly
sixty to seventy years, these Veterans
relived their experiences as if they had
happened yesterday. Proudly, they
recalled name, rank and serial number
before sharing their recollections during their time served away from home

and family. They were young, fresh
Russian, I could speak and translate
out of school, some enlisted, others
the language and can still speak it
were drafted, and ready to serve their
today.
country.
Max Stoker: Dud Briggs and I were
Randy Ludlow: I wasn’t too familiar school friends and enlisted together
with being on such a large ship, the
as paratroopers. We trained at Fort
USS America, I took a wrong turn
Benning, GA. One day, when Dud
and ended up falling off the battleship
jumped out of the plane, his chute
into the water. I had to be rescued by
didn’t open and there was no back up
helicopter and placed back aboard the
chute. He kept tumbling and falling
ship.”
closer to the ground until one of the
Don Halstead:
other paraI was stationed
troopers realat West Point,
ized Dud’s sitin Army Armor,
uation, caught
where I trained
him, wrapped
new Cadets
him tightly
before active
and the two of
duty. There
them landed
I personally
safely on the
met President
ground.
Dwight
Barb
Eisenhower,
Crandall,
and another
Senior Club
time met Prince
member
Reiner.
recalled
Dale Halstead:
receiving cash
I was stationed
in the mail
in North Korea
from Max
Norm Watkins with travel book descirbing Stoker that he
in the Medical
Core. I ate what I Central Europe.
had acquired
considered some
while playing
very good meals, later to learn that I
cards and he didn’t want his parents
had eaten dog meat.
to know. Barb kept his secret so there
Norm Watkins: While I was in
was no trace of this ill-gotten gain.
Rome, I met the Pope inside the
When I inquired about the kind of
Vatican. I served in the Army Security welcome they received when they
Agency, later called the CIA. I too ate returned home after serving their
some tasty meals, later to learn I had
country, I was told there were parades
been eating horse meat. Some of the
for the WW II veterans, but nothing
entertainment we saw turned interestfor the Korean or Viet Nam veterans.
Ruth Bradshaw, Senior Club
member shared this story about
her son’s return: He was fresh
from college when he was
drafted and with no training
sent to Viet Nam. There he
served his country. When he
was ready to come home, all
servicemen were offered an
airplane ride home from Los
Angeles, if they were in uniform. On the plane, there was
an empty seat next to him. A
passenger noticed the empty
seat and refused to be seated
next to him. The flight attendant respectfully reseated him
up front. There was no warm
welcome for these returning
Randy Ludlow with picture of USS America Veterans. Although decades
have passed since these heroes
Battleship.
ing when one of the girls took up the
challenge to “take it all off” and did,
right in the middle of the street. I met
a young Nazi soldier on the Czech border and befriended him. He didn’t want
to be in this war, but I learned that he
had no other choice, officials would
kill his family if he didn’t wear the
uniform and fight. Because I learned

served courageously and patriotically,
it is not too late and is all the more
reason to tell them “Thank you” every
year, and to let all who have served or
are serving now, how much we appreciate them every day.
Thank you to all of our Veterans.

Classifieds
Small Truck Cap fits Rangers, Mazdas,
Chevy S10, Ford Ranger, Toyotas. Very
good condition. $50. Call (607)753-8227.
Gas Dryer. Excellent Condition. Extra duty.
White, modern, with shoe rack. $100.
Gas Dryer. $90. Call (607)753-8227.
Winter Tires (2 pairs) Very good condition.
$40 for both. Call (607)753-8227.
(Set of 4) 15 70 15 blue Tack? Winter tire,
practically new. $150. Call (607)753-8227.
Vacuum Cleaner Hoover. $20.
Oak Dresser best offer. Call (607)753-8227.
Bed Liner for small Pick Up $40. Call
(607)753-8227.
Plow Blade for Simplicity Tractor. $25. Call
(607)753-8227.

Single Bed Frame (complete) $50.
Call (607)753-8227.
Carosene Heaters $35.
Call (607)753-8227.
Dorm-Refrigerator $25.
Call (607)753-8227.
Self-propelled Lawn Mower $45.
Call (607)753-8227.
(John Deere) Weed Eater $25.
Call (607)753-8227.
Utility Trailer (4 x 6) with full size
tires $150. Call (607)753-8227.
6 x 8 Utility Trailer with sides.
Pressure treated floor. Canvas top

Jack Stand, brand new light assembly and wrench. Excellent condition. Brand-new tires and brandnew spair. Call (607)753-8227.
1996 MIATA MX5, 1.8, 5-spd., 51K
miles, no winters, preferred option
pkg. roll bar, red with black convertible top, EC, $6700; Homer. (607)
749-6932.
2003 BLAZER, 4WD, 71 miles,
new rubber, brakes, 02 sensors,
remote start, remote entry, maintance records, $6900, Homer. (607)
749-5662.
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Homer Sports by John Zachary
Tully’s Annual Cornfield
Classic Lax Invitational

Both teams started out a little rusty,
neither team could get their offence
clicking for the first few minutes of
the first half. Watertown would strike
first at the 19:00 minute mark getting
one past Homer’s goalkeeper Jonathon
Cottrell giving them a 1-0 lead early

Around 40 Lacrosse teams visited
the small Central N.Y. town of Tully
for their annual Cornfield Classic
Lacrosse invitational.
Teams traveled from
all over New York
and other states
like Massachusetts,
and New Jersey
to take part in a
wonderful tournament.
Showcasing their
talent for college
recruiters from some
of the biggest Lacrosse
programs in the nation.
The first games
of this ever-growing
event kicked off at
8 am on ten fields
Anthony Contento
throughout the Tully

in the game. Aaron Zimmerman put
Homer on the board with a nice goal
from around the right side making
it 1-1. As the
clock clicked
away, you could
see the rust
falling off the
players and they
started to make
good decisions
and made some
strong shots on
goal. IHC put
another one in
the back of the
goal to take the
lead 2-1. The
Trojan’s defense
Aaron Zimmerman Conner Johnston
started to look
better
the more the
was kept for the first half and then
game went
the coaches would play their benches
on. Anthony
throughout the rest of the game, this
Contento made
gave everybody a chance to play in
some nice
front of recruiters from colleges like
plays for the
SU, Cornell, Army, Hobart, Penn and
Trojans getting
other Dl- Dll, Dll schools.
the ball back
The Homer Trojan’s first game was
and putting
the JV squad taking on Victor at 8am
on field 1 kicking off the day’s events. his squad in
position to
The Trojans played a tight game
score another
against Victor tying 4-4 at the end of
the game. The Trojans JV team played goal making
it 2-2 with 12
their second game on field 1 as well,
winning that game 4-2 over Jamesville minutes left
on the running
Dewitt. Dean Riley played a great
Jake Gray
clock. The
game with a couple goals helping the
shooters for
Trojans get by JD for their second
Homer seemed to take some quick
game of the day.
shots not setting up for a good look on
Homer’s varsity first game was
at 10:00am, on field #7 against
Watertown IHC for their first game.
campus. Each team played 10 on 10
with two 25-minute halves Score

Reading Tutor
Deonie Finkbeiner

Everyone Deserves the Gift of Reading
Call 607-662-4094 or e-mail deonie.finkbeiner@yahoo.com

Certifie
f d in Orton Gillingham, a mult-sensory
reading program designed for indiv
i iduals with
dyslexia and other reading challenges.

goal. Watertown scored again taking a
3-2 point lead. Aaron Zimmerman tied
it up with a rebound shot making it
3-3. The Trojans ended up leading 4-3
at ½ time giving them the win.
The second ½ was just as exciting
as the first with both teams getting
some good shots. Dyson Sprouse, and
Casey Cleary both scored helping
their team on the offensive side.
Conner Johnston won some hard
fought face-offs in the middle of
the field for the Trojans as well,
playing a big part in the teams win
over IHC.
Field 1 was the site of Homer’s
JV’s next game against Liverpool.
The JV Trojans looked really
good in their third game of the
day. This game was all Homer
with a slew of goals from a few of
their starters on the offensive side
of the field. The defense played
a solid game as well getting the
ball back for their shooters on the
other end of the field.
Coach Cottrell’s Varsity team
walked onto field #7 again for their
second game against Ironderquoit. This
game was pretty ugly from the start
for the Trojans. Ironderquoit looked
like they have been playing together
all year. They scored at will against
the usually strong Trojan defense.
The Trojans had some good shots
on goal, but they just couldn’t find a
hole between the pipes to put them
on the board until Zimmerman finally
made a nice shot to score making it
9-1 Ironderquoit in the first half. The
Trojans fell too far behind in the first
half to make a game of it in the second
half.
In past years Homer has had some
success in Tully, but this year they
head into the winter with some work to
do before the spring season gets here.

Check out all of the action shots at
http://silentshots.smugmug.com

Cooks

Corner
Eggplant Vincenzo
Teri Holbert via friend Vincenzo
Gatto as published in the Syracuse
Chorale’s new cookbook, Our
Chorus Cooks!
Large, fresh eggplant
Bread crumbs-Italian if you like
Water for dipping eggplant into or
well beaten egg mixed with water
Garlic - thinly, very thinly sliced
Pecorino-Romano Cheese- grated
Olive Oil for frying
Slice eggplant, coat with water
and egg, then bread crumbs. Gently
drop into hot olive oil, cooking
until golden, turn gently, again
cooking until golden. Remove from
pan, drain on paper towels. Layer
one row of slices on a serving
dish, place a thin slice of garlic in
the middle of each eggplant slice,
sprinkle with the cheese and repeat
layering as you go. Do this while
eggplant is warm. Allow to cool
after last layer is done, cover with
wax paper or plastic wrap and let
the flavors blend at room temperature. Serve as an appetizer, guests
just roll up a slice and indulge.
Lydia’s Relish - sister of Daisy
Terpenning as told to Teri
Holbert
4 c. ground cabbage             
1 T. celery seed
4 c. ground onion               
2 T. mustard seed
10 green peppers - seeded     
1 1/2 T. turmeric
10 red peppers - seeded
  
4 C. white vinegar    
6 c., sugar                           
1/2 c. salt
Grind cabbage, onion, peppers,
stir in salt and let stand all night in
a stainless steel pot. In the morning, drain and rinse. Put back in
the stainless steel pot and add the
sugar, celery seed, mustard seed,
turmeric, vinegar, mix, bring to
boil, simmer 3 minutes, skim off
any floating residue. Seal in hot
canning jars.           
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News from the Library
by Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Reading, Writing and
Puppies
I’ve seen the movie Spooky Buddies
twice. That doesn’t say much for my
taste in movies, but it has made me
realize something about movies and
writing. You don’t always need great
characters (or acting), a wonderful
twisty plot and beautiful language.
Cute Golden Retriever puppies can
go a long way to saving a movie or a
book.
It also says something about my
sense of humor that I laugh every
time I see the scene where a puppy’s
farting saves the world. There he is,
Butterball, the round little Golden with
a big appetite, about to be eaten by the
Halloween Hound. Instead, he farts in
the Hound’s face and turns the huge
Mastiff to stone. I love that scene. It
must be I’ve been hanging around the
Rockin’ Readers too much. Or read too
much Captain Underpants. Or maybe
it comes from being a dog lover. After
all we all want to believe that something good could come out of a dog’s
farts, don’t we?
Ben, my Golden Retriever pup, came
to the library to watch Spooky Buddies
with the kids the other Saturday. They
were delighted as they watched the
movie, to have him come around to
be petted. He loved cleaning up all the
popcorn that fell on the floor. Ben’s in
training to be a library “reading dog.”
Studies indicate that reluctant readers
can improve their reading skills by
reading aloud to a dog. It makes reading fun, and the dog is unconditionally
accepting making reading aloud less
scary.
I’ve been reading over my own
manuscript and wondering if I need
to read it aloud to Ben. I think it was
Hemingway who said “all first drafts
are crap.” He said it in a little more
Hemingwayesque way, but you get
the idea. Unfortunately for some of us,
third and fourth drafts are only slightly
better. I finished my third edit, printed
the thing off and started to read. It was

Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm

Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm

depressing. It probably needs more
Golden Retriever puppies. Or I’ll just
read it to Ben, he’ll at least give me
some unconditional love and tell me
how good the paper tastes.
November is National Novel Writing
Month. Are you writing your novel?

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-school Story Time with Miss
Tammy is every Wednesday that
school is in session @ 10:30 am.
Themes for November are:
Nov. 23rd – No story time
Nov. 30th - Moose
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story
and activity program for children in
K-2nd grades meets Thursdays @
3:10 pm. Students in K-2nd grade may
attend every week. Rockin’ Readers
does not meet during school breaks or
on snow days.
The upcoming Rockin’ Readers schedule is:
Nov. 17th – Author Daniel Pinkwater’s
Birthday
Nov. 24th – No Rockin’ Readers
Dec. 1st – National Cookie Day
Dec. 8th – Horses
Dec. 15th – St. Lucia Day/Stories from
Sweden
The Phillips Free Library Writers’
group meets the first and third
Wednesdays of the month at 6:30 pm.
The first Wednesday of the month, the
group focuses on craft and the third
Wednesday is spent writing together.
The group is open to any writer.
Nov. 30th topic: Point of View
Dec. 7th topic: Show, Don’t Tell
The Book Discussion group meets the
third Monday of the month. The meeting for November will be on the 21st
at 3:30 pm. The book for discussion
is The Pig Did It by Joseph Caldwell.
Everyone is invited to the discussion
group.
The Kids’ Clubs, monthly clubs for
children in grades 3 through 6, meets
as follows:
The Kid’s Book Club meets the first
Wednesday of the month @ 4:00 pm.
The next meeting is Dec. 7th.

The Kid’s Science Club meets the first
Monday of the month @ 3:45 pm. The
next meeting is Dec. 5th.
The Kid’s Writers’ Club meets the
fourth Tuesday of the month @ 4:00
pm. The next meeting is Nov. 22nd.
Please call the library for more information.
A Fantasy and Science Fiction Writing
group for Jr. and Sr. High students
meets the third Tuesday of each month
at 4:00 pm. December’s meeting will
be on Dec. 20th. If you love fantasy and
science fiction and want to create your
own world, characters and stories, call
the library to register for this group.
The “Repository,” our new monthly
coffee house for Jr. and Sr. High
Students, will be open on the third
Thursday of each the month from 4
to 7 pm. The date for the November
coffee house is Nov. 17th and the
December coffee house will be held on
Dec. 15th. If you’re in 7th to 12th grade,
join your friends in the community
room for coffee, tea, popcorn, games,
and an open mike. Come read your latest poem or bring your guitar along!
Call the library for more details.
Don’t forget November is National
Novel Writing Month. Take the challenge to write a 50,000 word novel in
thirty days. Sign up at www.nanowrimo.org and Come Write In your
library.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.

O’Pioneers! By Willa Cather
by Marilyn Miller
“The history of every country begins
in the heart of a man or a woman.”
Willa Cather brings this concept to
life in her stories of strong women,
Antonia in My Antonia, and Alexandra
in O’Pioneers!
I was first introduced to Cather as
a teenager. My Antonia was one of
my favorite reads, and my old copy
still sits on my bookshelf after many
moves.
Recently I picked up O’Pioneers!
Cather’s first novel about the Nebraska

frontier. It tells the story of Alexandra
Bergson, a Swedish girl whose father
had come over from “the old country”
to try and build a life on the Nebraska
prairie. Alexandra, his only daughter,
manages the farm after her father’s
death. The story tells of her struggles
and triumphs as a single woman
devoted to life on the prairie. She
develops a prosperous farm in a harsh
region. Alexandra also cultivates
friendships with her Bohemian
neighbors, often coming to their aid
in times of stress and loss. Two of
her brothers constantly challenge
Alexandra as she continues to manage
the homestead, but she becomes a
mother figure to her younger brother,
Emil, encouraging him to follow his
dreams.
Cather describes the passion
Alexandra feels about the land she
loves: “The land did it. It had its little
joke. It pretended to be poor because
nobody knew how to work it right; and
then, all at once, it worked itself. It
woke up out of its sleep and stretched
itself, and it was so big, so rich, that
we suddenly found we were rich, just
from sitting still.”
And I loved the descriptions of the
land brought to life by these pioneers:
“The dry garden patch smelled of
drying vines and was strewn with
yellow seed-cucumbers and pumpkins
and citrons. At one end, next the
rhubarb, grew feathery asparagus, with
red berries. Down the middle of the
garden was a row of gooseberry and
currant bushes. A few tough zenias
and marigolds... bore witness to the
buckets of water that Mrs. Bergson had
carried there after sundown...”
It is inspiring to read about the roots
of this country and the spirit of the
immigrants which is our foundation.
Our lifestyles are so far removed from
those frontiers, and have changed so
drastically in the past hundred or so
years. I found it a comfort to be able
to read about and escape to a simpler
way of life for a time.

www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm

Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm

Friday
2 pm to 6

Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

J. DUBS SUBS n GRUB
Route 41 Scott, NY. (607) 749-2082
Beer, Wings, Pizza and Wings and daily lunch special.
Salads, Deli meats and a great Sub to go.
This coupon is good for 10% off any cold sub

Mon- Thurs

LINANI’S CATERING
& BAKERY SERVICES

On the move to BIGGER & BETTER THINGS,
but still taking orders to meet your catering &
baking needs! Call Randy at
607-749-9999. And stay tuned to
our Homer News ad & WXHC
for exciting news to come!

THE HOMER NEWS
Volume II

A Story of Heroism
Close to Home
by Laura Finkbeiner
In 1982, five years before I was born, Terry
Anderson had left South Africa to be a foreign correspondent during the Lebanese War.
I didn’t know who Terry Anderson was when
I decided to sit in at the Center for the Arts for
what was titled, the Terry Anderson book signing.
Terry was the Chief Middle East
Correspondent for the Associated Press. While
he was reporting he was told to be aware and
careful to avoid being captured by the radicals. “It was incredibly absorbing being there,”
spending 18-hour days writing on the progressions of the war. Without any notion of what
was to come, in one unfortunate life-changing
instant, on his way to a tennis match, he was
captured and thrown in the back of a truck,
blindfolded and taken to a prison where he was
held for 2,344 days, approximately 7 years. He
was beaten and tortured along with the other
hostages. Terry said he’d laugh so he wouldn’t
cry and spent a lot of time reflecting on his life
and had attempted to talk with the terrorists
who held him hostage. “I never came to understand them,” he said.
After spending 7-years in prison, “it changed
my life but it didn’t change my beliefs,” 800
journalists had died, “nobody cares if they
killed a journalist,” he said. Terry Anderson
was one who had survived, and was released
from prison in 1991.
Terry used his knowledge and name recognition as a way to help others, and became
the “founder and co-chair of the Vietnam
Children’s Fund,” receiving funding from those
who recognized his name “to build 45 elementary schools in that country.”
He also taught at Columbia University’s
Graduate School of Journalism, Ohio
University’s Scripps School of Journalism, The
University of Kentucky’s School of Journalism
and currently works as a visiting professor at
The Newhouse School of Journalism at SU.
Terry said he had visited Lebanon 5 times
since his capture and had brought his students
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there to learn about overseas journalism. He
tells his students that a lot of bad things happen
during war and he recalls talking to the terrorists while blindfolded, trying to create some
human connection, the way a journalist would.
He says, now after 20 years after that horrible
attack, he has been forever changed.
With his knowledge of journalism and his
life-altering experience, he teaches his students,
who have the same passion and drive, to write
the truth, just as he had.
Terry Anderson has written a book titled,
Den of Lions, a reflection on his experience.
He held a book signing at The Center for the
Arts, where he met with many community
members who came to hear his story.
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Listening to the Past
Martha Howlett, Brownie Leader, with assistant leader
Mrs. Pizzola, were seen walking up North Main Street
with 18 members of the Homer Brownie Troop 38.
They were participating in one of the tasks that is a club
requirement in order to earn the Patch: Listening to the
Past. Guided by historian Kathy Beardsley, the young
members listened to several stories about “Uncle Jed”
and his mercantile endeavors. His success can be measured today by the presence of the 32 room mansion built
by him in 1826 and the impressive Barber Block and
his original bank building in 1861. As the group walked
along North Main, the Brigg-Hall house was noted as
the original building built by William Sherman in 1820,
famous for manufacturing the square nail in Homer.
The simple architectural details of these early 1800s
buildings were compared to the more elaborate details of
the fine Victorian homes from the late 1800s that were
built on Elm and along Clinton Street. Stories about
the “sunflower house” and the “cabbage” family home
peaked the interest of the young listeners. History that
was lived by real people who worked and played in these
homes seemed to become more “alive” and enjoyable to
these young imaginations.
The tour continued past the Homer Green with more
“early churches, school, meeting places with a muddy
pasture and military parade ground” stories. Completing
the tour, John Hartsock greeted the group at the historic
David Hannum home and welcomed them inside for a
warm tour that included the double parlors, one for the
women and one for the men.

Kathleen Beardsley

Dan Hayes, Terry Anderson and Teri Holbert

