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In the photo are: Left to Right: Hose 2 Captain
Steve VanOrden, Fire Chief Mahlon Irish Jr.,
Firefighter Ryne Austin, Hose 2 Lieutenant Randy
Austin, also Rynes father

Artists from upstate New York displayed their artwork at the Picture House on Dec. 10th

News from The Fire Dept.
We responded to a total of 51 various alarms
for the month. 65% Medical, 8% Good intent
calls, 6% False Alarms, 20% Service calls, 2%
Hazardous condition calls. Alarm locations by districts as follows: Village of Homer 29%, Town of
Homer, 25%, Town of Cortlandville 22%, Town of
Scott 10%, Town of Summerhill 4%, Mutual Aid,
8%, and outside district 2%. Man hours consumed
by alarm responses was 284.98.
Ryne successfully completed nearly 150 hours of
basic firefighting skills along with CPR/AED certification. Ryne is a third generation firefighter. His
grandfather, Ronald “Butch” Austin was an active
firefighter for just over 25 years. His father, Randy
Austin is currently Lieutenant of Hose 2, which
Ryne and his father are both members of. Rynes

Homer WinterFest
Children’s Events

NEED YOU!
Are you a JH or HS Student who
likes to work with kids?
I am looking for some friendly, smiling
faces to volunteer on Saturday, February
4th from 10:30-2:00 for the Children’s
Events. Good face-painters desperately
needed! Other spots available as well. If
you are available and interested in helping
out, please email me, Sarah Kleefeld, stalling36@gmail.com. I hope to hear from you
soon! Thanks!

uncle, Jeff is currently Department President, and
his cousin Elizabeth is also a member.
Are you interested in being a reporter for
The Homer News? Please call the editor
@ 607-241-6885 for an assignment.

Salesperson

Corrections: Issue 23 Vol 2 In article,
Auquaponics: Fish Grew My Veggies;
Auquaponics should be spelled
Aquaponics

Part time salesperson needed for The Homer
News, a biweekly newspaper. Straight commission. Great income potential for the effort
required.

We would like to hear from you.

Send resume to: editor@thehomernews.com
or call 607-241-6885.

Send all information to editor@
thehomernews.com

Homer, NY - Advertising

Cover: Happy Holidays!; Lights on The
Green in downtown Homer
Back Cover: Barbara Gebhardt

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased community service and forum.

			

What’s Dec. 15?

Bill of Rights Day
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Around Town

Artist Corner

Local gets into the
Holiday Spirit

by Dan Farris
This is the birthday of our Bill of
Rights. By guaranteeing us these fundamental freedoms in 1791, our country became uniquely different from
any other nation. In 1942, President
Roosevelt called on Americans to
Observe Dec. 15 as ‹Bill of Rights
Day and to cherish the immeasurable
privileges it gives us.
On Dec. 15 the League of Women
Voters of the United States is marking
the 220th anniversary of the adoption
of the Bill of Rights. As part of marking this date, the League is calling
for inclusive political discourse and
greater civic participation. For more
than 91 years the League of Women
Voters have defended civil liberties
and promoted balanced nonpartisan
discussions on issues that are important
to our nation, our states and our communities.
The protection of the individual
liberties laid out in the Bill of Rights
has been central to the Leagues work
throughout its history. During World
War II, the League worked to balance
the preservation of civil liberties with
the importance of national security.
During the Communist witch hunt of
the early 1950s, the League conducted
community education programs known
as The Freedom Agenda, providing
Americans with the opportunity to
discuss and learn about the Bill of
Rights. More recently the League has
promoted a diverse and independent
judiciary, advocated against harmful
elements of the Patriot Act and worked
for government transparency and
accountability. Would you like to participate in educating the public about
their civic responsibilities, registering
people to vote and educating them on
various national, state and local government issues and legislation? If yes,
consider joining the League of Women
Voters of Cortland County. The
League has both men and women as
members. The Cortland Chapter also
has a “Friends” category for people
supportive of the goals of the League
but unable to be actively involved.
For information and membership

Down on 65 Clinton St, in
Homer Chris Carle and Sara
have decorated their house and
lawn with lights in a Christmas
theme. In the front yard you can
see the lights illuminating in the
dark. When you turn on you car
radio a music station is synced up
with the lights. Christmas music
plays 4:30 to 9:30 pm, so you
can watch the dance of lights as
a holiday Christmas carol plays.
There are icicles, Santa and his
Reindeer, stationary and twinkle
lights wrapped around the trunks
of the trees that outline the property.
You have to be within two miles
of his house to tune into the radio
station. So, get into the holiday
spirit by stopping at 65 Clinton
St. it’s an experience that you
should not pass up.

Terri Fendya was honored to
be the first featured artist at
an open house at Inspiration
Art & Antiques, 4 Main
Street, Cortland, NY. They
will be featuring several different artist throughout the
year. Open by chance or
appointment, 607-753-7003.

pic by Harry Coleman
Downtown on the Green there are wreaths
around the light poles

We Plow Snow
Not Your Lawn
756 - 4141

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL After 5 P.M. or Leave

a Message

30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Your Ad Here
Call 607-241-6885 or
E-mail ads@thehomernews.com
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The book was released by Cornell
University Press last March.
“It’s nice to know they appreciate what I was trying to do in the
book,” Hartsock said on hearing the
news. “It’s certainly a validation for
spending a lot of time researching
the book at the winery.”
Hartsock started research on the
book in 2003.
The winery is owned by Gary

Homer Author Wins
International Award
“Seasons of a Finger Lakes
Winery” by Homer resident John
C. Hartsock has won a Gourmand
Award for best in class for wine
books published in the United
States in 2011, according to
Cornell University Press, the publisher.
The Gourmand Awards, based in
Paris, France, are widely regarded
as the most distinguished international awards for gourmet food and
beverage writing.
Hartsock’s account, which follows
the cycle of the seasons at Long
Point Winery on Cayuga Lake
near Aurora, won first place for
American submissions in the category of “drinks writing.”

and Rosemary Barletta of Cortland,
which they started in 1999. The
account follows their lives and
those of the vineyardists at the
winery as they seek to grow the
best grapes and make the best wine
they can in the Finger Lakes Wine
Region.
“I simply wanted to show what
everyday life was like at one of
these small wineries,” he said. “But
it also became an education for me
on the finer points of wine.”
Hartsock is a professor of communication studies at SUNY Cortland
and a former journalist.
In Cortland, the book is available
at Mando Books. It is also available through Amazon and Barnes
& Noble.
More information is available
at: http://cornellpress.wordpress.
com

P.B., as he is sometimes called, has
many experiences. His first trip
to the vet is, of course, traumatic
both for Amory and for Polar Bear.
The Cat Who Came for
However once they arrived at the
Christmas by Cleveland
vet’s office “Blacky,” cat in charge,
Amory
took over and put both human
and feline at ease. As Polar Bear
by Marilyn Miller
matured he became quite portly so
Amory designed a fitness program
In keeping with the holiday spirit
for him. However P.B. was clever
I thought I would suggest a short
enough to figure out how to get
and delightful book by Cleveland
three times his daily food allotment
Amory, The Cat Who Came for
by meowing at the feet of the
Christmas. Many of you readers
housekeepers when the man of the
have probably already read it,
house was out. Daily walks on
but it’s one of those books worth
a leash in Central Park turned out
picking up and re-reading.
to be a disaster when Polar Bear
Cleveland Amory is the author of
slipped his leash and chased a
three social histories: The Proper
squirrel up a tree. Finally Amory
Bostonian, The Last Resorts, and
constructed a wired in exercise yard
Who Killed Society? He was
on his balcony where P.B. could be
the youngest-ever editor of “The
“a big shot with the pigeons” and
Saturday Evening Post” and chief
when they realized he could not
critic for “TV Guide.” He was also
actually get at them they became
an animal lover and co-founder of
big shots too.
The Humane Society of the United
Polar Bear was very selective in
States. Two of his more-well
his choice of friends and most of
known activist involvements were
the time hid under a sofa or bed
rescuing burros from the bottom
when strangers arrived. However
of the Grand Canyon, and battling
there was one visitor whom Polar
the crews who were clubbing baby
Bear did tolerate, George Patton.
seals to death for their pelts.
“Polar bear had materialized
Amory describes himself in
from under a bed. He walked
this book as a “self-confessed
unconcernedly over to George,
curmudgeon and confirmed dog
stretched, and then in front of
owner.” However, on one cold
everyone all but saluted.”
and snowy Christmas Eve things
There are so many endearing tales
changed. Amory found himself
of Amory’s life with Polar Bear
crouching in an alley near his NYC
in this book, and some interesting
apartment trying to coax a pathetic
facts about the history of cats. So
looking stray into a cat carrier. The
if you are looking for a charming
rest is history and the basis for this
story, and have ever been owned
book. Amory describes in such
by a cat, you will find this book
delightful detail, the antics of Polar
irresistible.
Bear, the name cat agreed upon.

The Book Nook

Classifieds
Winter Tires (2 pairs) Very good condition.
$40 for both. Call (607)753-8227.
(Set of 4) 15 70 15 blue Tack? Winter tire,
practically new. $150. Call (607)753-8227.
Vacuum Cleaner Hoover. $20.
Oak Dresser best offer. Call (607)753-8227.
Bed Liner for small Pick Up $40. Call
(607)753-8227.
Plow Blade for Simplicity Tractor. $25. Call
(607)753-8227.
Single Bed Frame (complete) $50.
Call (607)753-8227.
Carosene Heaters $35.
Call (607)753-8227.

Dorm-Refrigerator $25.
Call (607)753-8227.
Self-propelled Lawn Mower $45.
Call (607)753-8227.
(John Deere) Weed Eater $25.
Call (607)753-8227.
Utility Trailer (4 x 6) with full size
tires $150. Call (607)753-8227.
6 x 8 Utility Trailer with sides.
Pressure treated floor. Canvas top
Jack Stand, brand new light assembly and wrench. Excellent condition. Brand-new tires and brand-new
spair. Call (607)753-8227.
1996 MIATA MX5, 1.8, 5-spd., 51K

miles, no winters, preferred option pkg.
roll bar, red with black convertible top,
EC, $6700; Homer.
(607) 749-6932.
2003 BLAZER, 4WD, 71 miles, new
rubber, brakes, 02 sensors, remote start,
remote entry, maintance records, $6900,
Homer.
(607) 749-5662.

Call 607-241-6886 or e-mail
editor@thehomernews.com
to place a classified ad in
The Homer News.

			

Local Sisters Write a
Murder Mystery
by John Zachary
Bonnie Sherman and her identical twin
Betty Murray thought that they should
look back into their families past after the
death of their father. Not knowing that
they would find a family member that their
father had
never even
mentioned or
talked about.
What they
discovered
sent them
on an
unforgettable
three-year
journey.
Bonnie
was the first
to dive into
their family
by looking
up her
grandparents
on their father’s side. As she poked
around she found the name Frank Gale.
They went to their mother and asked for
her help with the people that they had
discovered. Their mother helped them
fill in the blanks on a lot of the names,
but when they brought up the name Frank
Gale, their mother’s demeanor changed,
and the subject was closed. This was
unsettling, and strange. Their mother
instantly clamed up at the mention of the
name Frank Gale.
After seeing their mother’s reaction
they definitely wanted to dig deeper into
the past. As they went through old town
records and newspapers from Norwich,
N.Y. the name Frank Gale was splashed
across the head lines as a key suspect in
a murder in McDounough. The sisters
found that Frank Gale was their father’s
father, their grandfather.
Bonnie, and Betty were drawn into this
fascinating family tale. A family member
was a key suspect in a murder, this was
enough to make them dig deeper into their
family’s history. After a few months of
research the sisters decided to write a
book about this shocking news that they
had stumbled upon. Although neither one
of them has had any writing experience,
they jumped in and started the process of
writing a historical fiction book. Bonnie
and Betty worked on this book everyday
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for three years from start to finish. They
had 1½ years in research digging deep
into the archives of newspapers as well as
useful information from different people
that had relatives connected to the case.
At first the facts were pretty easy to find,
but the further they went the harder it
was to get the details from so long ago.
As they continued the sisters decided to
make this book; 70 percent fact and 30

percent fiction. They also sought out any
available information, by offering a reward
for information on the case, looking for

information from the family of the victim.
The Norwich newspaper also helped
the sisters by sending them all of the
articles that had been published about the
infamous murder mystery in McDonough.
As the sisters were writing the book they
both added their own take on what had
happened to their grandfather. Being
identical twins, they found that they both
had the same ideas on how the book
should be presented. At one point they

both drew a floor plan of the house that
their grandparents lived in. When they
both looked at each other’s drawings they
found that they were exactly the same as
the others. This was a common occurrence
throughout their writing.
Bonnie and Betty hired a best selling
author to edit their work to help them put
it all into a nice tight package. The two
also published the book themselves which
helped keep the costs down. Their book is
printed locally in Ithaca, N.Y. Bonnie and
Betty have had three book signings so far,
and with great success at all three signings.
First edition bookstore in Norwich has sold
out of the very popular book twice with
more books on the way. At the first book
signing in McDonough, family members
from the murder victim stood in line to
purchase a copy of the book. They were
excited about what Betty and Bonnie had
done and talked to the sisters about the
events that had happened to both of their
families.
The book is getting great reviews from
the people that have read it. The twins
received a phone call from Leave it to
Beaver star Tony Dow (Wally Beaver)
who told them that he couldn’t put the
book down when he read it. He also went
on to say that he thinks that this book
would make a great
lifetime TV movie.
This was great news
for the new authors
getting a nice review
from someone like
Tony Dow.
After writing this
book the two have
decided to write
another book about
what happened after
the murder and trial
in McDonough. They
are now gathering
facts and information
from their sources
from the past three
years as well as the
new contacts that have come forward
with further information from 1903. One
such lady they have been talking to is an
87-year-old woman from Albany, N.Y. that
has offered a wealth of information and
facts to Betty and Bonnie. This book is a
great read that can be purchased at Mando
Books in Cortland.

Your Ad
Here
Call 607-241-6885
or
E-mail
ads@thehomernews.
com

pic by Harry Coleman
Decorated house foer the holidays

Your Business Card Here!
$15
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News from the Library

Death in the Winter Solstice:
A Narrative of a True Murder
Mystery in Homer

by Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Stories Inside All of Us
Working in the library is like keeping house.
You know how as soon as you finish the dishes,
someone dirties one? Well the same applies to
the library. Entropy undoes our work as soon as
we’ve finished it. One of my favorite memories
of the library is when we moved during the
library renovations. At the end of every backbreaking day I felt like I’d really accomplished
something. We could see all we’d done. And
the feeling of camaraderie is still with me. The
whole community came together to pack, move,
set up temporary quarters, and then repeat the
whole process again nine months later.
The best part though was watching the
expression of people’s faces as they looked
at the new and improved library. I watched
delight, joy, and disbelief at how beautiful the
building was, dance across faces for days and
the stories. Everyone had a story triggered by
some room, some space. Several older women
told me about their second grade class meeting
in the library basement after the Academy Fire.
Or how, as young women they gathered in the
basement during the war to roll bandages. I
thought at the time, “some one needs to gather
these stories.” But, of course, I didn’t and now
many of those women are gone. And with them,
the stories of their lives lived in a very different
world from ours today, are gone too.
It’s easy to realize that life sixty and seventy
years ago was another world, but even just thirty years ago looked different from today. When
I was a newly married young thing, Bruce and I
packed up all our wedding presents and our life
savings (about $700.00) and headed to Idaho.
Bruce had a minimum wage job lined up and
we thought we were set for life. Nine months
later, we went to Oregon for Bruce to start
graduate school. We had enough money saved
to live for six months, but the recession of the
early 80’s hit Oregon hard and jobs were hard
to come by. I applied for something like fifty
jobs, had about twenty-five interviews and landed a job in month five. Just before our money
ran out. Most of us don’t live like that anymore.
With good jobs scarce and student loans to
pay back, graduating from college or getting
married aren’t times of adventure, but times of
looking for security and not taking risks.
We think of finding good stories in books or
movies, but really people’s lives are filled with
them. Whether it’s a story about life sixty years
ago, thirty years ago, or a minute ago, there are
loads of beautiful, sweet, adventurous stories in
the lives of everyone around us. A lot of times
we miss them, we forget to ask, or don’t listen,
or resist the urge to write it down and then we
lose another story. So, this holiday season

Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm

Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm

when you’re looking for a good book or good
movie, don’t forget the stories of the lives all
around you. You’ll be amazed at the fantastical
world and the life someone you love has lived.

What’s New at the Library?
The end of the year is always a good time
to make a donation. Consider donating money
to the library for a book to be given in honor
or memory of a loved one. You can pick up a
donation form at the desk.
A group of volunteers are working to start
Friends of the Library group. If you are interested in helping with the book sale or other
fundraising projects, call the library or stop by
to sign up.
Pre-school Story Time with Miss Tammy is
every Wednesday that school is in session @
10:30 am. Themes for December are:
Dec. 21st – Santa
Dec. 28th – No Story Time
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and activity program for children in K-2nd grades meets
Thursdays @ 3:10 pm. Students in K-2nd grade
may attend every week. Rockin’ Readers does
not meet during school breaks or on snow days.
The upcoming Rockin’ Readers schedule is:
Dec. 15th – St. Lucia Day/Stories from Sweden
Dec. 22nd – Humbug Day!
Dec. 29th – No program
The Phillips Free Library Writers’ group
meets the first and third Wednesdays of the
month at 6:30 pm. The first Wednesday of the
month, the group focuses on craft and the third
Wednesday is spent writing together. The group
is open to any writer.
Dec. 21st – Writing time
The Book Discussion group meets the
third Monday of the month. The meeting for
December will be on the 19th at 3:30 pm. The
book for discussion is Miracle on the 17th Green
by James Patterson. Everyone is invited to the
discussion group.
The Kid’s Writers’ Club will not meet in
December. Please call the library for more
information.
A Fantasy and Science Fiction Writing group
for Jr. and Sr. High students meets the third
Tuesday of each month at 4:00 pm. December’s
meeting will be on Dec. 20th. If you love fantasy and science fiction and want to create
your own world, characters and stories, call the
library to register for this group.
The “Repository,” our new monthly coffee
house for Jr. and Sr. High Students, will not
meet during December. Watch here for the next
coffee house date in January.
For more information about any of our programs call 749-4616 or check out our website at
www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .

by Martin Sweeney
May 31, 1895:

“The two men were there at what time?”
“Seven or eight o’clock, I think.”
“When they left, did they say where they
were going next?”
“I did not hear ‘em say where they were
goin’, but I later was told they went to The
Inkstand.”
“Was Mr. McDonald under the influence of
liquor when you saw him?”
“McDonald was.”
“And Mr. Clark was, too?”
“I cannot say that Clark was, but McDonald
was.”
“Can you tell us anything about Mr.
McDonald’s injured hand?”
Kinney responded that he did not know anything about that.
At this point, the defense decided to recall Miss
Julia Quinlan. All eyes turned upon her as she
took the stand.

June 1, 1895:

Louis Clark, charged with the murder of
Patrick Quinlan, gave his age as 25 and his
occupation as carriage painter.
“When did you first know of Patrick
Quinlan’s injuries?” began Clark’s attorney.
“It was Saturday night when my attention was
first called to the matter.”
“Do you know the defendant seated over
here?”
“Yes, that is “Jack” McDonald, and I’ve
known him five or six years now…perhaps
longer.”
“Were you in Mr. McDonald’s company the
night of December 21st?”
“Yes. I met him at about 6 o’clock on that
Friday evening and was with him all the evening except for a few minutes near 7 when I left
him. Then, I saw him again at Murphy’s and I
was with him the remainder of the evening until
we retired for the night.”
“Did you stay together through the night?”
“Yes.”
“Did either of you leave the village of Homer
that night after 7 o’clock?”
“No, sir, we did not.”
“Were either of you in Doyle’s that evening?”
“We both were.”
“Did you know Patrick Quinlan?”
“No, sir. I never saw the man… that I know
of.”
“Did you hear anything said in Doyle’s that
night about turkeys or turkey money?”
“No, not a thing. I have no knowledge of
Quinlan having sold any turkeys or receiving
any money for them.”
“Do you know where Patrick Quinlan lived
outside of Homer?”
“I did not know at the time where Quinlan

lived, and I would not know now except for
hearing it here in court.”
“Now is it true that you said in Doyle’s that
‘It’s time we were going if we are going up
there.’?”
“I don’t remember sayin’
any such thing. And if such a remark was made
it was not said in connection with Quinlan.”
“I see. Could you tell the court what time it
was when you and Mr. McDonald got back to
Murphy’s that night to turn in for the night?”
“Sorry, I can’t tell you. You see, I was a
little tipsy that night. I knew what was going
on and all, but I was sick…vomited there.”
“Yes, yes. Now, in regards to Mr. Fred
Graham… did he, too, spend the night with you
and Mr. McDonald?”
“Yes. We found Fred at Murphy’s.
“Now Mr. Clark, could you please explain
how you came to spend the night at Mr.
McDonald’s rooms at Murphy’s?”
“Well, when I went out of Murphy’s, I was
quite sick, and “Jack” asked me where I was
goin’. I said I was goin’ home. “Jack” asked
me to stay with him, knowin’ how much my
folks were opposed to drinkin’. So I did. There
was no other motive. I didn’t undress; I just lay
on the sofa all night.”
“And you never left at any time during the
night?”
“Well, not exactly. During the night I got
sicker. I called for something to vomit in and
someone opened the door for me and I went
out on the porch to throw up. I don’t recall if
the door was locked or not or who opened it for
me.”
“You have already given testimony at
the coroner’s inquest on January 1st, correct?”
“Yes and signed it as evidence.”
“And it should be pointed out that
you, at no time, have made an effort to evade
the law. Is that correct?”
“Yes.”
“Since being confined in jail, have
you had any conversation with the defendant?”
“No. He’s on one side of the corridor
and I’m on the other.”
“Have you ever been arrested before
or charged with any other crime?”
“No.”
Under cross-examination by the prosecution,
certain inconsistencies were pointed out to the
court. Clark claimed he was just as familiar
with his whereabouts as reported by him at the
inquest as now. Yet, he said he did not know
that he had sworn to having told his mother on
that Saturday morning that he had stayed in
Cortland the night before. He could not swear
that he was in Murphy’s saloon at 9 o’clock.
He denied that he had testified before the
coroner that it was half past ten when he went
into McDonald’s room. He said he could not
swear for sure that Murphy was in his saloon
at all between half past 8 to 10 o’clock, but he
thought he was.

to be continued

www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm

Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm

Friday
2 pm to 6

Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Your Business Card Here!
$15
Call 607-241-6885 or email
editor@thehomernews.com

Your Business Card Here!
$15
Call 607-241-6885 or email
editor@thehomernews.com

LINANI’S CATERING
& BAKERY SERVICES

On the move to BIGGER & BETTER THINGS,
but still taking orders to meet your catering &
baking needs! Call Randy at
607-749-9999. And stay tuned to
our Homer News ad & WXHC
for exciting news to come!

THE HOMER NEWS
Volume II

december 15, 2011

Buy Local

The Homer News is taking a two
week break for the holidays. The
paper will resume a regular biweekly schedule starting again
January 12th. Thank you.

by Kathy Beardsley
Kudos to Bob Haight, Chamber of Commerce
Director, for his “Buy Cortland County First”
project being promoted in Homer and throughout the county. Decals and handouts are being
circulated to remind shoppers to support the
local business community when buying this holiday season and all year.
•

Top Ten reasons to buy Cortland County
First including Homer:It Keeps Dollars in the
Community-dollars that maintain our parks,
playgrounds and infrastructure.

•

Local Businesses are Local Employers-keeps
our economic engines running.

•

Local Businesses Deserve our Support-they buy
ads in playbills, sponsor kids’ sports programs,
and support charities and benefits.

•

You Can Find it Locally-find most of what is
needed in small shops and businesses in Homer
and throughout Cortland County.

•

It Helps Build the Tax Base- your purchases
help local businesses that pay taxes here too.

•

Hometown Pride-shop in a community where
we live, business owners are our neighbors.

•

It’s an Investment in Growth- the more vital
our local business community becomes, the
more attractive Homer and other local communities become.

•

Better Service-local merchants know their customers.

•

It’s More Convenient

•

It’s About Community-a good feeling knowing
you are doing your part to support and maintain
our Homer businesses (Main St., Rt 281 and
Little York) and others in the county, to grow
and be sustainable.Note: above contents in part
taken from “Buy Cortland County First” flyer.

Issue 24

Happy Holiday!

pic by Harry Coleman
Christmas decorations in front of OMG
Health Food and the Edward Jone’s Office

Your Ad Here
Call 607-241-6885
or
E-mail ads@thehomernews.com

Tartan Acres, Alpaca Farm 707 Houghton Hill
Rd, Homer. Visit with the Alpacas and get some
great winter apparel, gloves, hats, scarves etc.
Stay tuned for an article in the January 12th
issue.

Your Business Card Here!
$15
Call 607-241-6885 or email
editor@thehomernews.com

