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Winter Hits Homer, NY
Winter storms dumped several inches of snow
in Homer shortly after Christmas. It didn't last
long; most of it is gone as we prepare this issue
for printing.
In the top photo, a Village snowplow makes the
turn onto Cayuga Street from Main Street.
In the lower photo, Ralph Thornton plows snow
off the skating rink on the Village Green.

Photos by Harry Coleman
This leprechaun is braving the winter
weather, waiting for St. Patrick's Day.
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Around Town
Homer Town Board
Anita W. Jebbbett, Town Clerk

The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based news-

paper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer residents.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

2014 Town Board Meeting Schedule
All regular Town Board meetings are
held on the first Wednesday after the
first Tuesday of the month in the board
room of the Town Hall Building at 31
North Main Street in Homer at 7:30
p.m. unless otherwise noted.
The meetings scheduled for the year
are as follows:
February 5, 2014 – 6:30 p.m.
March
5, 2014 – 6:30 p.m.
April
2, 2014
May
7, 2014
June
4, 2014
July
2, 2014
August
6, 2014
September 3, 2014
October 8, 2014
November 5, 2014
December 3, 2014
December 30, 2014 – 12:00 p.m.

Contributors

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Matt Banazek, Harry
Coleman

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s
and Boys, Olde Homer House, Oh My Goodness
Health Foods, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl
Space, Lily Lanetree, Dandy Mart, Gail’s Antiques &
Collectibles, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Kory’s
Diner, Tops, Walgreen’s, Hyde’s Diner, Valley View
Gardens, Lucky Kitchen, Denny Jack's, Natoli's, CNY
Living History Center, Tyler's Cleaners, Super Cream

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

-Levels can vary widely, even from
home to home in the same neighborhood.
-Radon gas becomes a health hazard
when it accumulates indoors and is
breathed in. The radioactive energy
bursts can irritate the lung tissue and
damage DNA.

-Radon levels can be lowered, and
homes can be built radon-resistant.

The Homer Town Board at its January
8th meeting apointed Newell Willcox to
fill the County Legislative seat left vacant when Mike Park resigned. Willcox
will serve until the end of 2014. The balance of the 2 year term (2015) will be
filled by a special election in November.

The Cortland County Environmental
Health Department has a limited number of free radon test kits available to
Cortland County home owners on a
first come first served basis. For further
information call 753-5035 or visit our
website at www.cchd.cortland-co.org.

Prior to the meeting, the Board held a
public hearing to receive input on a proposed wind turbine regulation draft law.

Homer Village Board
OK's 2014-2015 Budget
with Tax Increase

Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

-Cortland County has the highest average basement and lowest living area
readings in NYS.

Replaces Park Who Resigned

The Homer NEWS

Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

-Radon gas is found in every state in
the US as well as around the world.

-Radon exposure is the second leading
cause of lung cancer in the US after
smoking.

Homer Village Board

P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077

-Radon is an invisible odorless gas. It
comes from the breakdown of uranium
in soil, rock and water.

Town Board Appoints
Willcox to Legislature

THANK YOU!
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January is Radon
Action Month

The Homer Village Board held a public
hearing on the proposed village budget
on January 7th, 2014. Following the
hearing, the board voted to adopt the
budget with a 3.9% increase in the tax
rate over the current rate. The new rate
will be $8.67 per one thousand dollars of
assessed value.

Homer Seniors Seeking
Flea Market Donations
The David Harum Senior Center is
accepting donations for the Winterfest
flea market fundraiser. Donations will
be accepted until January 30, 2014.
Saturday, February 8 from 9 am - 4
pm the seniors will host a flea market. They will also offer for sale pizza,
whoopie pies, cinnamon buns and hot
and cold drinks.
Donations (no clothing please) can
be left from 2-7 pm Mondays and 9
am-2 pm Tuesdays thru Thursday at
the center in the basement of the Homer Town Hall. Use the rear Court Room
entrance.
For more information, call 607-7492362.
"The tree of liberty must be refreshed
from
time to time with the blood of patriots and
tyrants."
-- Thomas Jefferson

American Legion News
Information from the American Legion,
Post 465, Homer New York
For the good of our Community: Homer
Winterfest will soon be here!
Upcoming Events for Legion Members:
Super Bowl Party - Bring a dish to pass and
enjoy the game.
To Benefit Veterans: Reminder - do not
use your Veteran's ID as identification at any
locations besides the VA in order to keep
your SSAN secure.
Also: Bring your DD214 to the Cortland
County Clerk to be placed on file. The
County Clerk provides two services: They
will issue a certified copy of your DD214
should you misplace it and you will be given
a "Return the Favor" ID card with a list of
area merchants who honor veterans with
discounts on their service or merchandise.
Upcoming meetings: Saturday, January
25 and February 22, 1000 hrs. We always
welcome new members.
Our contact information: halpost465@
verizon.net.
Respectfully Submitted: Brenda McIntosh-Clark, Adjutant

Come Celebrate the
Artists of Cortland
County
The public is invited to the Grand
Opening of the Cortland County
Community Arts Challenge on Friday,
January 24 at 6:30 PM at the Center for
the Arts in Homer.
The evening will include performances of the musical entries, the choreography entries, and some of the writing
entries to the Arts Challenge. You will
have a chance to view the exhibit of
the visual arts and writing entries and
the awarding of prizes in the fine arts,
photography, artisan crafts, choreography, original music, and original writing
categories.
This is a fun event and a great
opportunity to show your support for
the participating artists from our community; many of them are your friends
and neighbors.
For those who are unable to attend
the Grand Opening, the art and writing
exhibits will be open from January 15
until February 10, 2014.
Please call 749-4900 to arrange a visit.
All visitors to the exhibit will have an
opportunity to vote for the “People’s
Choice” Art Award. This $150 prize will
be awarded after the exhibit closes.
The Community Arts Challenge is cosponsored by the Center for the Arts
of Homer and the Cultural Council of
Cortland County.
Participants in this fourth annual Arts
Challenge include: Meghan Aagaard,
Don Barber, David Beale, Kathie Beale,
Christa Boice, Laurel Butkins, Helen
Closs, Denise Cote-Hopkins, Sherry
Dans, Nancy Dickerson, Terri Fendya,
Deonie Finkbeiner, Vivian Vosburgh
Garvey, Emily Gibbons, Dale Harris,
Jae Harris, Jaffrey Harris, Alice Jenkins,
Pam Jenkins, Ruth Klein, Helen Leet,
John Lutz, Sharyn Madison, Theresa
Manz, Walt Mather, Rachel McNeil,
Greg McQuade, Carl Moses, Ruth
O’Lill, Jane O’Shea, Lynn Olcott, Nancy
Ostman, Marilyn Palmer, Deborah
Putman, Michael Rosenthal, Karen
Sager, Eileen Schlag, Cheri Sheridan,
Tamsin Smith, Marian Strang, Martin
Sweeney, Torie Tiffany, Thomas
Whitmarsh, Kathy Williams ,Sandra
Yahner.
The first parachute jump from an airplane was made by Captain Berry at
St. Louis, Missouri, in 1912.

BREAKFAST
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BUFFET

$7.00 tax included

Sunday
January 19
8 - 11 am

ALL WELCOME

Bacon, Eggs, Pancakes, Sausage,
Waffles, Omelets, Toast, Coffee, Juice

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be January 30, 2014 DEADLINE: for ads and news is
January 21, 2014.

http://www.weezerpedia.com/wiki/images/7/75/Icon_-_Facebook_logo.jpg[8/24/2012 9:56:30 PM]
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OUR GUARANTEE: We will beat any competitor’s advertised price on the same Carhartt item.

SALE OF THE SEASON

HUGE SAVINGS ON ALL ADULT AND KIDS
MAIN ST.,
HOMER

Hours:
Mon.-Fri 8:30 - 8
Wed 8:30 - 5
Sat 8:30 - 5
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SANDSTONE DUCK
ACTIVE JACKET

DUCK DETROIT JACKET

Men’s $74.98 - Kids’ $59.98

Big & Talls $79.98

EVENTS
CALENDAR
January 18 - Saturday Red Cross
Bloodmobile - 10 am - 2 pm. RAMADA
INN Call Marty Harrington at 607.756.4431
to schedule an appointment. All presenting donors will receive a voucher for a free
pound of Dunkin Donuts coffee.
January 19 - Sunday Homer Elks Breakfast
Buffet 8 am - 11 am ALL welcome
January 25 - Saturday Red Cross
Bloodmobile 8am - 1 pm Homer United
Methodist Church Call 1-800-733-2767 to
schedule an appointment. All presenting
donors will receive a voucher for a free
pound of Dunkin Donuts coffee.
January 27 - Monday Red Cross
Bloodmobile 9 am - 2 pm Cortland YMCA
Call Matt Kemak at 607.756.2893 to schedule an appointment. All presenting donors
will receive a voucher for a free pound of
Dunkin Donuts coffee.
February 7 - 8 Homer Winterfest Numerous activities throughout the Village.
Look for the flyer in the Jan 16 issue of The
Homer News.
February 8 - Saturday "A Taste of
Chocolate" from 1-4 pm, at the Columbian
Presbyterian Church, corner routes 11 & 20,
LaFayette. There will be dozens of samplesized treats to taste. Tempt your taste-buds
with savory and sweet treats, made with
all types of chocolate. We will also have
a Dessert Table with full-sized goodies for
sale. Be sure to fill a box with sweets to take
home for your sweetheart. Proceeds will
benefit LaFayette Outreach and the church.
If you have questions or would like to help:
677-3293, or cpresbyt.twcny.rr.com
As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For
more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our
publishing schedule and deadlines. January
21 deadline forJanuary 30, 2014 issue.

(607) 753-1234
www.MaxGraphicsCortland.com
177 Homer Ave - Cortland

BLANKET LINED

Men’s $49.98
Big & Talls $54.98

Aging Agency Seeks
Volunteers to Assist
Exercise Program
The Area Agency on Aging and the
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP) are looking for volunteers to
assist with the Bonesaver Exercise
Program. Bonesaver is an hour-long
gentle routine that provides strength
training done slowly with hand and
ankle weights.
Based on research done at Tufts
University, weight-bearing exercises,
along with good nutrition, can help to
prevent osteoporosis. The Bonesaver
Exercise Program will provide a weekly
exercise routine, utilizing hand and
ankle weights. Improved flexibility and
balance can also be provided when
participating weekly in this exercise
program.
Bonesaver volunteer leaders are
needed to become trained in the program exercises and will be asked to
co-lead weekly classes at a designated
site. RSVP will be providing training
for any interested volunteers, and can
answer any questions a person might
have about the program. Please contact the RSVP office at 753-5057 or
email rsvp@cortland-co.org for more
information.

Come Play Popular
Table Games with your
Family, Friends, and
Neighbors
The Center for the Arts in Homer
is hosting its first “Game Night” on
Wednesday, January 22 from 6:30 PM
to 8:30 PM.
We will have tables set up for
Backgammon, Cribbage, Mahjong,
Monopoly, and Scrabble.
Come out and enjoy an evening of fun.
Light refreshments will be served.
There is a $5.00 admission fee for
adults. Participants under 18 are free.
Space may be limited. Please call
749-4900 to register for this event.

Physical Therapy

Return to what matters most
Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com
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DUCK
ARCTIC COAT
Men’s $79.98
Big & Talls $84.98
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DUCK QUILT -LINED
BIB OVERALLS

CAMO DUCK
ACTIVE JACKET

Men’s $69.98
Kids’ $49.98

Toddler’s $59.98
Kids’ $69.98

12B

State Of State Holds Promise for Upstate
Comment by Senator James L. Seward
The 2014 New York State legislative session got its official start a few
days ago with the governor’s State of
the State address. I was pleased with
several of the broad-brush proposals
that I believe will be positive for our
upstate region. There were also several notable omissions that I believe
require attention in the coming weeks
and months.
Perhaps the best news is that we are
working with a budget surplus, rather
than a deficit. We need to return that
surplus to the families and businesses
that have stuck with New York through
the tough economic times. In recent
years we have approved targeted tax
cuts. This year, we need to concentrate on broad-based tax cuts that will
bring relief across the board.
The governor’s proposals to lower
property taxes, eliminate the corporate
income tax rate for upstate manufacturers, and to increase the exemption
threshold for estate taxes are all proposals I am eager to support.
Mandate relief that frees up local
resources, and aids in lowering property taxes, must also take precedence.
Most local elected officials are already
doing all they can to trim their budgets and collaborate with neighboring
municipalities to ensure that taxpayers
are getting the best bang for their buck.
Instead of calling out local governments for spending too much, as the
governor seems want to do, we need
to provide our county representatives,
mayors and others with real relief tools
that will help improve their fiscal state.
Also, the governor’s push for local
government consolidation needs to be
coupled with true incentives that will
make it worthwhile for local officials to
explore such prospects.
I was pleased with some of the
governor’s discussion on education.
Universal pre-kindergarten statewide,
along with expanded after-school programs are attainable goals. But I will
also be fighting for a fair and equitable school aid increase that will help
provide our students with the tools
they need to succeed while keeping property taxes in check. Along
those lines, we must deal with the Gap
Elimination Adjustment (GEA) which
has put upstate schools in a deep budgetary hole.
We also need to rework the Common
Core Learning Standards and associated testing. I have taken part in a number of forums at schools throughout my
district as well as formal senate education committee hearings that have
clearly illustrated the need for immediate changes as well as long-term fixes
to the poorly conceived curriculum. We
need to hit the pause button and get
it right. Greater professional involvement through staff development and

community participation - keeping parents up to speed, are steps that must be
taken if we are to make certain students
are receiving the education they need
and deserve.
I am also on board with the governor’s
plans for an agriculture summit and continued emphasis on upstate tourism initiatives. These are both vital sectors of
our local economy and, in recent years,
a number of steps have been taken in
Albany to help reinvigorate both. I will
keep the focus on both and ensure that
the state continues to do all that is necessary to maximize our full potential in
these areas.
Of course, as is often said following
the State of the State address, the devil
is in the details. The details will be coming later this month when the governor
presents his state budget proposal.
Overall, we start 2014 from a better
financial position than in the recent past.
We also have a positive track record of
working cooperatively, producing three
straight on-time budgets, a streak I will
work to continue. I look forward to maintaining our momentum and producing
positive results for the people of upstate
New York and the state as a whole.

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES
To preview programs visiT cenTer4arT.org

Southside Johnny &
The Poor Fools
Sat. Jan. 25 at 8pm

Tickets: $33, Seniors $28,
Students with valid ID $15, Under 18 Free

FREE

Compass

Thurs. Feb. 13
at 7pm
For ticket pricing &
up-to-date information visit
www.center4art.org

607.749.4900
CNY’S PREMIERE
PERFORMANCE
CENTER

arts@center4art.org

Main St., Homer

Humans have come into being for
the sake of each other, so either
teach them, or learn to bear them.
(Marcus Aurelius)

4 • January 16, 2014 • The Homer News			

The Albany Post Road - NYS Route 90
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

Second Installment

Osborn House, birthplace of William
Osborn Stoddard, 5 Albany Street

The Stagecoach Brings Us to Homer
Village
Now, in this centennial year of the
nation, 1876, the coach makes its way
toward the village, once it carefully descends the steep hillside and crosses a
bridge, near Tower’s Blacksmith Shop,
spanning the Tioughnioga River – the
river that the Beebes and Amos Todd
followed to make their way into the wilderness
On April 8, 1808, Cortland County, of
which the Town of Homer was a part,
separated from Onondaga County. The
1810 census shows the number of town
residents to be 3000, scattered over an
area of gently rolling hills and valleys.
Besides farmers, there were teachers,
preachers, merchants, millers, tanners, carpenters, masons, innkeepers,
four physicians, and at least one lawyer, Horatio Ballard, who had arrived
in 1803. A farmer and silversmith, John
Osborn, arrived in 1808 and set up both
residence and a shop on the Albany
Post Road.
Once crossing the bridge, the coach
comes up on the Osborn farmhouse
[now No. 5 Albany Street], the first made
of brick in the county. It is here that a
grandson named William Osborn Stoddard was born in 1835, just eight years
after slavery was prohibited in New York
State. It is here, at the age of ten, that
young Stoddard discovered a runaway
slave in the cellar and learned that his
grandfather was participating in the
Underground Railroad that transported
slaves out of the South and to freedom
in Canada. William Stoddard went on to
serve as an assistant personal secretary to Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln at the Executive Mansion [now called the White
House] during the bloody American Civil
War.
John Osborn, Rufus Boies, Townsend
Ross, John Keep, Noah Smith and
Samuel Buell Woolworth were prominent men of the day who secured a
charter in 1819 for an academy on the
Green. Among the first trustees of the
Academy, their portraits would later be
captured forever in oil on canvas by a
young Homerite born in 1830, Francis
Bicknell Carpenter. [The eleven “Trustee Paintings,” including the image of
Reverend John Keep, co-founder of
Oberlin College in Ohio, are now part of
a collection of paintings owned by the
Homer Central School District.] Later,
[five U. S. Presidents would have their
portraits painted by Carpenter, and] the
portraitist would be best remembered
for the 9 foot by 15 foot oil painting of
“The First Reading of the Emancipation
Proclamation before the Cabinet.” This
was done at the Executive Mansion during six months in 1864.
It was two years earlier that Homer’s
William Osborn Stoddard was asked
to make copies of Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. This military order
called for the freeing of slaves in the
rebel states and began the process that
would lead to the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution, which ended
slavery forever in the United States. In
1866, Francis B. Carpenter returned to
his hometown with the painting of President Lincoln and his assembled Cabinet. It was exhibited on October 8. To
see it, people filed up the stairs to the
Keator Opera House on the third floor of
the Barber Block on Main Street [which
still stands]. Eventually, with the help of
his good friend, Stoddard, the painting
would come to hang on the Senate side
of the Capitol building in Washington,
D.C. [In 2007, Harold Holzer, acclaimed

Lincoln scholar and then the Senior Vice
President for External Affairs at the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York,
credited Homer’s Carpenter with being
“the most important artist ever to portray
Abraham Lincoln.” In 2009, Holzer delivered lectures in Homer on Carpenter
and Stoddard. Both Stoddard and Carpenter wrote books about Lincoln and
life at the White House in the 1860s,
which would become primary sources
used by Lincoln scholars.]

Wisdoms Gate, built by
Joshua Ballard

Of course, Lincoln would never have
been President were it not for the fine
detective work of a man born in a log
cabin in the Town of Homer in 1809, the
same year Lincoln was born in a log
cabin in Kentucky. Eli DeVoe was his
name. He was one of the men involved
with thwarting a plot to assassinate the
President-elect on February 23, 1861,
when his train was scheduled to stop in
Baltimore while en route to the nation’s
capital. Ironically, in April of1865, Detective DeVoe would participate in arresting Mrs. Surratt and Lewis Payne,
two of the conspirators in the successful plot to assassinate Lincoln and the
unsuccessful attempt made on the life
of Secretary of State William H. Seward
[from Auburn, New York]. [For a detailed
account of the lives of Carpenter, Stoddard, and DeVoe, read Lincoln’s Gift
from Homer, New York (2011) by Homer
historian, Martin A. Sweeney.]
Just west of the Osborn House and
at the spot where the Post Road becomes the Main Street of Homer, a
tavern greets the arrival of our coach,
one of four coaches that makes this trip
daily. This is “Wisdom’s Gate,” built in
1816 by Joshua Ballard in the Federal
Style, with Palladian windows. Its portly
proprietor jovially welcomes everyone.
He urges the driver to water his horses
and the coach passengers to partake of
lodging or the fresh ham and biscuits
placed upon the table in the large dining
room. The most colorful innkeeper here
was a Quaker named George Washington Samson. In the 1830s, any traveler
hoping to quench his thirst with a glass
of whiskey or rum was soon in for disappointment. Samson was a “temperance
man,” and his establishment was a
“temperance tavern.” An empty decanter, without a cork, suspended from the
ceiling in the barroom, signified to all the
tee-totaling character of the premises.
Samson entertained his guests with a
pet rooster trained to crow on demand.
Across the Post Road from the tavern,
on the other corner, is a structure built
in 1819, also in the Federal Style. [The
steep Mansard roof, the projecting dormer windows on the third floor, and the
brackets supporting the eaves reveals
a remodeling done in the French Second Empire Style in the 1880s.] This is
the birthplace of Andrew Dickson White.
White was the first president of Cornell
University over in nearby Ithaca, NY, sited on farmland provided by the wealthy
Ezra Cornell. This was soon after President Lincoln signed the Morrill Act of
1862 which established the university
as a land-grant college. [The present
owners of this residence claim to have a
table that Lincoln dined at when his train
passed through Syracuse on his way
to become President in 1861. In 1879,
at age 47, White became U.S. ambassador to Germany.] White and Stoddard, born only three years apart, were
childhood chums in this neighborhood
and explored the banks of the nearby

Andrew Dickson
White's birthplace,
corner of Albany and
S. Main.

The Hedges, purchased
by Jacob Maus Schemerhorn in 1841

Williams Family
residence, 86 S.
Main. The family
owned a woolen
factory in the
village.

river together. When their fathers, Horace White and Samuel Stoddard, quit
as clerks in the local store, The Great
Western, both families relocated to
Syracuse, and the boys continued to be
friends [for the rest of their lives].
Directly across Main Street from the
tavern, we cannot help but notice a
lavish estate. Known as “The Hedges,” [now 90 S. Main St.], the property was purchased in 1841 by Jacob
Maus Schermerhorn. The stately brick
Italianate house and beautiful formal
gardens in a riot of colors are worthy
of a man successful in banking, building, and farming. Schermerhorn made
a name for himself in the national affairs of the Republican Party and was
acquainted with President Lincoln. By

1865, his income was reported to be
in excess of $43,000, making him the
wealthiest man in Cortland County and
able to afford the fanciest carriage in
the Village.
The residence due north of “The
Hedges” [86 S. Main] is in the formal
symmetrical style of the Federal Period.
It was once the home of the Williams
Family, the owners of a woolen factory
in the upper part of the village. Mr. Williams purchased wool from the local
sheep farmers and made fine woolen
cloth, at least until cotton became too
competitive for Cortland County farmers to raise sheep.
Next installment: A Glimpse of the Green
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
SEE OUR STORE FOR CONVENIENT SHOPPING HOURS • HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

• PRICES EFFECTIVE MONDAY JAN. 20 THROUGH SATURDAY JAN. 25, 2014 • 7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311 •

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEATS

GROCERY

Prima Porta Pork

Mountaire Fresh

Young’n Tender
5-8 lb. avg. w/Pop Up Timer

Sweet or Hot
Value Pack

188

118

$

$

lb.

lb.

Boneless Beef

Sugardale Prestige

New York
Strip Loin
Steaks

$

Bone In
Ham Portions

688

80% Lean

Ground Beef

$
Fresh All Natural

Banquet

Chicken Fryer
Leg
Quarters

88

¢
lb.

5 5

3

FROZEN

99

2

13.9-15.6
oz.

16 oz.

or Zesty Bowtie
Pasta Salad

98

3

$

lb.

38

1

Alpina

Select Varieties
Also: Potato Gnocchi or
Cavatelle

Assorted Varieties

3 $4 2 $4
Sandwich
Steaks

$

Garlic Breadsticks

299

1

2$ 5
for

for

Shurfine

Shurfine

Assorted Varieties

Select Varieties

5$3

9-13 oz.

for

for

Whole Milk or
Part Skim

2

$

6 oz.

29
15 oz.

Maxx
Ice Cream

2$5

for
M & M’s

for

3 for $5

18.6-18.8 oz. Select Varieties

$2.99 Jif Peanut Butter

$2.79

15.5-16 oz. Creamy, Crunchy or Simply Creamy

Nature Valley or Fiber One Granola Bars 2 for $6 Smuckers Grape Jelly

$1.99

Scott Mega Roll Towels

$6.99 Arizona Tea Beverage

$4.99

Kleenex Dinner Napkins

$1.99 Folgers Coffee

All 2X Liquid Detergent or All Mighty Pacs

$4.99 Ocean Spray Cranberry Juice Cocktail

$2.99

Sunlight Dish Detergent

$2.99 Shurfine 100% Apple Juice

$1.99

Shurfine Flour

$2.19 Shurfine Tomatoes

4.1-8.9 oz. Assorted Varieties

32 oz.

6 roll pkg.

12 pk. Select Varieties

2 for $6

10.3-11.3 oz. Colombian Supreme, Breakfast Blend, French Roast or Regular For All Coffee Makers

50 oz. or 1.05 lb. Select Varieties

46 oz. Original or Light
48 oz.

3 for $2

14.5-15 oz. Assorted Varieties

Shurfine Seasoning, Gravy or Sauce Mixes 2 for $1 Shurfine Bread Crumbs
.75- 1.375 oz. Assorted Varieties

$1.79

24 oz. Plain or Flavored

Shurfine Black Olives

2 for $3 Hungry Jack Mashed Potatoes

6 oz. Select Varieties Pitted Ripe

5 for $5

3.75 oz. Select Varieties

BAKERY
Stroehmann

Shurfine

King,
Ranch
Bread

20-22
oz.

1

Monk’s Bread

Hamburg or Hot Dog

2$ 5
for

$

Raisin & Cinnamon

Rolls

Brown’n
Serve
Rolls

2$5

8 ct. 11 oz.

for

Weight Watchers

Tastykake

Bagels or Muffins

Kakes

Bread, Rolls,

79

25

2$5

$

11.5 oz.

for

for

12-16 oz.

Russet
Potatoes

488

$

3

$

8 lb. bag

2$3

California

Crisp
Carrots

$
U.S. #1 Cooking

Sno-white

Yellow
Onions

248 68¢

1 lb. bag

Fresh

10 lb. bag

Blossom Valley

for

3 lb. bag

68

Apple
Cider

12 oz. bags

$

8.5 oz.

U.S. #1

Navel
Oranges

Red Delicious or MacIntosh

16 oz.

Kandy Bar

California Juicy

148

$

398
gallon

Whole
Mushrooms

$

3 lb. bag

Fresh

Extra Large

168

8 oz. pkg.

All Varieties

Cantaloupes

Vine Ripe
Tomatoes

2 $5

$

Keebler

Keebler

Keebler

Kellogg’s

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

12 pk.

pint ctn.

Ice Cream
Cookies &
Cones

449

$

for

SNACKS

Edy’s

Twin
Pops

6-12 pk.

2 for $3 Shurfine Chunky Soup

Crisp
Cucumbers

Wholly
Guacamole

16 oz.

Ricotta
Cheese

Shurfine

Sandwiches,
Sundae Cones,
Ice Cream Bars,
Fudge Bars or
Strawberry Fruit Bars

2 for $3

8.7-9.9 oz. Assorted Varieties

Shurfine

Assorted Varieties

Ice Cream
Novelties

48 oz.

$2.99 Shurfine Micro. Popcorn

46 oz. Select Varieties

188

$

8 oz.

3 $8 2 $5 2 $4
for

V8 V•Fusion

Apples

1 lb.

Sour
Cream

Yogurt

Shurfine

Assorted
Ice Cream

8-16 oz.

Shurfine

ICE CREAM
Shurfine Premium

$1.99

24 oz.

Greener
Selection

299 2 $5
for

or Softstix
Cheddar Cheese Filled

10.516 oz.

Salted or
Unsalted

2$4

9 oz.

Soft
Pretzels

99

$6.99 Shurfine Chocolate Syrup

3.7 oz. Select Varieties

Dole Salads

Butter
Quarters

Shredded
Cheese

SuperPretzel

$

Maxwell House K Cup Coffee

32 oz. Buttermilk Complete

59 oz.

5 5

Several Varieties

$

12 oz.

Steak Umm’s Sliced

Garlic Toast,
Bread or

6 oz.

Shurfine

It’s Not
Butter

Assorted Varieties

Shurfine

$1.99

for

I Can’t Believe

$1.69

$4.99 Shurfine Pancake Mix

4 pk. 10 oz. Ready to Drink Varieties

$

BUY TWO • GET

20 ct. bundle pk.

10 pk. Select Varieties

Greek
Yogurt

Ravioli

1399

$

99¢ Shurfine Hot Cocoa Mix

99

Mama Rosies

24 oz.

Bath Tissue

5 oz.

PRODUCE

$

for

Scottissue

Slimfast 3-2-1 Plan Drinks

FREE

lb.

Original, With Calcium or
With Pulp

Select Varieties

for

Shurfine Lasagna

Orange Juice

Steamers

5 $5

12.5-14 oz.

BUY ONE • GET ONE

Assorted Varieties

for

for

4 $3

16 oz.

Packed in Water

Select Varieties

2 $5

Pasta Sauce

Solid White
Tuna

Life or
Cap’n Crunch

or Split Top
Wheat Bread

HomeMaker Premium

7-10 oz.

Quaker Cereals

Stroehmann

Cool Whip

3FREE

for
Shurfine

25 oz. Select Varieties

Texas Redskin
Potato Salad

DAIRY

Green Giant

2 $1

11.4-15.3 oz.

50 ct. White 2-ply

Sandridge
Deli Fresh

99

for

lb.

FREE

8 oz.

Boxed
Steamers

48

BUY ONE • GET ONE

¢

Green Giant

for

Kellogg’s Poptarts

Regular or
Applewood

Topping

12-14.5
oz.

2 $5

5 lb. Bleached, Unbleached or 100% Whole Wheat

2

5

lb.

Select Varieties

10.5-11.5 oz. All Varieties

Classic Sliced
Bacon

Roast
Beef

$

Select Varieties

20.3-22 oz. Select Varieties

Hatfield

Charlie’s Pride
Deli Sliced

78

Sugar Frosted Flakes, Honey
Smacks or Krave Choc.

Campbell’s Soups & Broth

$

lb.

Water Added

4

$

lb.

$

for

6.4 oz.

88

Select Varieties

$

lb.

Center Cut

3

$

128

Chops or
Roast

Oscar Mayer

Oven Roasted

98

Top Round
Roast

Shurfine

Pasta Cuts

16 oz.

Boneless Pork Loin

Uploaded
Lunchables

Turkey
Breast

or Honey
Ham Off
the Bone

Boneless Beef

lb.

Honeysuckle White
Deli Sliced

Ham Off
the Bone

$

2

Links or Patties
Select Varieties

DELI
Russer’s
Deli Sliced

$

88

Brown’n
Serve
Sausage

Jumbo Pack

Fully Cooked
Water Added

lb.

Vitale

Cereals

Roasting
Chickens

Italian Style
Sausage

Kellogg’s

6 pk.

Chips Deluxe
Cookies

298

148 88¢

$

ea.

lb.

Pecan
Sandies

8 oz.

Club
Crackers

Fruit
Snacks

2 $5 2 $5 2 $5 2 $5
for

13.314.8 oz.

for

12.813 oz.

for

1116 oz.

for

8 oz.
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Spaghetti Dinner
Silent Auction

News from the Library

and

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

How Not to be a Good Librarian

It’s assumed by most people that
every book I recommend, I’ve actually
read. There are even a few people who
still wear rose-colored glasses and
think I’ve read most of the books in a
the library. But let’s face it, that’s a lot
of books and reading tastes being what
they are I’m usually basing my recommendations on book reviews. Unless
you’re a young adult fantasy fan, it
which case, I can recommend loads of
things I’ve actually read.
There is a cardinal rule that good
librarians always read the books they
chose to use for children’s book clubs
ahead of time. As in, before recommending it. But, alas, there are times
I’m not in the good librarian category.
This week is one of them.
I’m reading Gary Paulsen’s Puppies,
Dogs, and Blue Northers for the
Intermediate School’s book club; something I didn’t do before picking the book
for the book club. I’ve read lots of Gary
Paulsen and as this is a middle-grade
biography about dogs, I figured it was
totally safe.
But there it is, on the second page of
the very first chapter. His dog Cookie
gets bred. Not only that, it happens in
the middle of a sled dog trip. With the
dogs in harness. While running. Okay, I
think, I’ll just move quickly on.
Chapter two involves the puppies
being born in the middle of a blizzard.
I’m, of course reading, it on the day
the polar vortex comes our way. As
Paulsen tells it, “there came one of
the worst blizzards I had ever seen.
It roared down from the North, driven
by a dropping cold front called an
Alberta Clipper. The winds kicked up
to sixty, seventy miles an hour and the
true temperature, with driven snow,
dropped to forty below – windchill making it close to a hundred below.”
So, I’m sitting eating my lunch in
a cold house and that sentence just
makes me feel colder. It also belies
the weather people on the Weather
Channel who said this is the coldest
cold snap they’ve ever reported. Or
maybe they are just very young and
Gary Paulsen and I are as old as dirt.
Then one of the puppies is stillborn, and I’m thinking can this get
any worse? And it does. The mother
doesn’t want to accept that it’s dead,
and keeps trying to nurse its frozen
body for three days. So, now I’m cold
and in tears.
Finally, by chapter three things are
looking up. The seven surviving pups,
little butterballs all, are running, rolling
and leaping around the kennel. I can
just picture them, round bellied, rolling
as much as walking. And smell them,
that puppy smell of wearing your food
as much as eating it. Makes me want a
few puppies of my own. But I’m going
to have to settle for reading Puppies,

Dogs, and Blue Northers and watching
SnowBuddies.
If you need a dog fix, minus the non-G
rated parts, you can join Ben and I
to watch Snow Buddies on Saturday,
Jan. 18th at 10:30 am. Ben, my Golden
Retriever, will be host and the fourlegged refreshment clean-up crew. And
despite my failure to pre-read Puppies,
Dogs, and Blue Northers, I’m not
mending my ways. I haven’t watched
SnowBuddies ahead of time. So, we will
be watching the uncensored version.
Don’t miss it!
What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time
Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

8th – Stupendous Soup
15th – Mice
22nd – Socks and Shoes
29th – Nursery Rhymes

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade story
and activity time is on Wednesday afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy will
be offering a fun program with stories,
crafts, games, and songs. There are no
programs on snow days or school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Saturday, February 15, 2014
5 pm - 8 pm
Homer American Legion
Adults: $7.00
Children 10 and under: $4.00

Join the community for a free soupand bread luncheon at the YWCA at
14 Clayton Ave. on Monday January
20 at noon to celebrate the birthday
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Rev. Jim Ziobro and Rev. Tomi
Jacobs-Ziobro will lead the celebration
by sharing clips of speeches given
by Rev. Dr. King spanning the years
1956 – 1968. Remarks and discussion
will follow.
Starting with the stirring words of a
young minister in 1956 at the conclusion of the Montgomery Bus
Boycott, the audience will trace Dr.
King’s remarkable life through “Bloody
Sunday” in Selma in 1963, and will
hear portions of his last speech in
Memphis on April 2, 1968 just prior to
his assassination at 39 years of age.
Time permitting, excerpts from the
eulogy Dr. King delivered for fallen
discussion. Everyone is welcome; children, and adults alike. And there’ll be
refreshments.

Get Ready for Franny Billingsley’s
visit in March

The multi-generational discussion of
Chime will be on Thursday, Feb. 13th
at 6:30 pm. This young adult novel is
appropriate for tweens and teens alike.

Franny is the author of the picture book
Big Bad Bunny, middle grade novels
Well-Wished and The Folk Keeper, and
the Young Adult National Book Award
Finalist, Chime. To prepare for Franny’s
visit, we want to get as many people, of
all ages, reading Franny’s books.
So mark your calendars. There will be
a multi-generational discussion of The
Folk Keeper on Tuesday, Jan. 28th
at 6:30 pm. Read it with your parents,
child, siblings, grandparents, or a favorite aunt or uncle and then come to the

Presale Tickets Available,
or pay at the door
Benefit common fund for the Legion

YWCA to Present Selected Speeches of Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King

8th – Balloon Bonanza
15th – Popcorn
22nd – Penguin Day
29th – National Soup Month

Middle grade and young adult author
Franny Billingsley will be visiting Homer
in March. Thanks to a grant from the
Ujeni Grants for Advancing Public
Education Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County, the
library will be having Franny Billingsley
visit the Homer Schools and Phillips
Free Library.
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Students who pre-register for either
event, will get a free copy of the book.
Movies with Ben
Ben, the library dog, will be hosting
Snow Buddies on Saturday, Jan. 18th
at 10:30 am. Join Ben for this fun film.
There’ll be refreshments, but you better
be on time, or Ben will eat them all.
Teen Writers’ Group
The Teen Writers group meets
Tuesdays at 3:30 pm. This group is
open to all writers from 6th through 12th
grades.
The library also hosts a Wiki where
writers can post their stories. Check
it out at www.phillipsfreelibrarywriters.
wikispaces.com If you’d like to post
your own stories there, talk to Priscilla.

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

clergyman Rev. James Reeb who died
in the Selma struggle will be played.
Rev. Jim Ziobro attended Bangor
Theological Seminary in Maine and
serves the Homer Congregational
Church UCC. Rev. Tomi Jacobs-Ziobro
attended Union Theological Seminary
in NYC and supplies for churches in the
region including Presbyterian, Lutheran
and Reform, UCC, and various campus
ministries. Both members of the clergy
strive for justice and equality for all, and
continue to be inspired by Dr. King’s
words and life work, which earned him
the 1964 Nobel Peace Prize.
All soups are homemade and breads
are contributed by Edgewood Bakery in
Homer. Serving line opens at 11:45 and
the public is invited to attend. For more
information visit the YWCA’s website
at www.cortlandywca.org and Facebook
page, or call 753-9651.
Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading ebooks
and audiobooks to your Nook, Kindle,
or ipad? Let our Teen Tech Volunteers
help you. They are available Thursdays
from 3-4 pm. They can help you learn
to check out and download e-materials.
They can also help with other computer questions. Call ahead, to make an
appointment, or drop by.
Holiday Hours
The library will be closed on Monday,
Jan. 20th in honor of Martin Luther King
Jr. Day.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday		
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Benson Davis Insurance

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Hurry! Our Holiday Reiki Special expires soon!
Reiki Session 3-Pack for only $120

This Doctor makes House Calls!
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Matthew Mydlenski
Homer, NY

607.749.2964
607.745.0698

(Special Expires Jan 31, 2014)

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy-Therapeutic Touch
Personalized Hypnosis Sessions-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

www.sevenvalleyrealty.com

Dianne Wheaton Cappiello, Ph.D.
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Specializing in Vintage Homes!

Moira McMahon RNBC
Healing Arts Network
607.745.4325

4287 N. Homer Avenue
Cortland NY 13045

Services offered at The Dharma Center . 55 Port Watson St Cortland

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland

dcapiello@sevenvalleyrealty.com

Single ree Contracting

Residential • Commercial •Industrial
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Cell Phone: (607) 651-6039

Building Solutions from the Ground Up
1C14
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Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
1C14
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H&R BLOCK®

H&R BLOCK®

Bill Anderson

Melissa Norton

Tax Associate
Office Manager

Tax Specialist 3
Office Manager

Riverside Plaza 160 Clinton Ave
Cortland, NY 13045
Tel 607.753.0617 Fax 607.756.2809
william.anderson@tax.hrblock.com
www.hrblock.com

Groton Avenue Plaza 1114 State Rte 222
Cortland, NY 13045
Tel 607.753.1438 Fax 607.753.0990
melissa.norton@tax.hrblock.com
www.hrblock.com

Year Round Service: Groton Avenue Plaza, 1114 State Rte 222, Cortland, NY 13045 - 607.753.1438

PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER
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We have the space for your event!

top
Call or S
!
a
d
o
by T y

Executive & Corporate Conferences-Education Classes
Training Seminars-Health & Craft Fairs-Social Groups
Alumni & Graduation Parties-Birthday Parties
Retirement Parties-Baby Showers-Family Reunions
Class Reunions-Cultural Meetings-Fundraising Events
Wedding Showers & Receptions-Religious Meetings

177 Homer Ave - Cortland

Year Round Service: Price Chopper Plaza, 1001 North St. Ste 3, Endicott, NY 13760 - 607.754.6363
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K&H MOTOR SPORTS
POLARIS - KAWASAKI - TRITON

607-749-2821

Find the perfect ‘gift’ for any season at K&H Motor Sports!

Sales
Service
Parts

Fully Equipped Seminar/Training Classrooms & Banquet Hall
Free Parking-Centrally Located-Reasonable Rental Rates

131 PortWatson Street Cortland NY 13045
Call: 607-753-1477 Email: w2otg@verizon.net

(607) 753-1234
www.MaxGraphicsCortland.com
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1813 Little York Crossing Road Little York, NY 13087 www.knhmotorsports.com

(607) 749-5332 •

Fax: (607) 749-5740

HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Service Work
Licensed Master Plumber
315.696.8918
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Lynn Hughston - Owner • Jill Jones - Office Manager
12B13

5056 State Route 41 • Homer, New York 13077

Jim Hopkins

Financial Advisor

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

EdwardJones

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
3.24

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!
6B13

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
3.13

3.13

Climate controlled available at Luker Road
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Homer Trojan Elite to Take on Wizards in Basketball Benefit
January 25
Homer, NY - Faculty and Staff members for the Homer Central School
District are hoping that a re-match
against the Harlem Wizards will end in
the thrill of victory. Last year’s match
in front of a sold out crowd ended in
the Wizards favor with a score of questionable accuracy as an occasional ten
points was added to either sides score
just for fun.

This year attendee’s have two chances
to see the Wizards on Saturday
January 25, 2014 with one show at
2 pm and one at 6 pm at the Homer
High School gymnasium. A portion
of ticket sales will be used to help
raise funds for the Homer Elementary
PTO.
The Harlem Wizards team
was created in 1962 by New York
Sports promoter Howie Davis. Davis
envisioned a team with a different spin
on show basketball. Fifty-two years
later the Wizards are an institution,
creating awe-inspiring fundraising
events for schools and non-profits in
315 communities across America in
its 2010 season alone. Whereas an
NBA team’s success is measured in
wins and losses, the Wizards’ victories
lie in the millions of smiles they are
responsible for creating, in addition
to the millions of dollars raised for
charitable organizations and schools
throughout the world.
According to Homer Elementary PTO
President Kurt Kleefeld, “This event
is successful in so many ways. First,
the smiles and shrieks of joy from the
kids are absolutely priceless. Watching
the community come together and
share the commonality of 5 different
schools is awesome, so many groups
and organizations are a part of the
fun. Our corporate sponsors really
find value in supporting such a great
community minded event.” Wizard
player Eric “Broadway” Jones visited

all the schools in the district recently
to promote the show. Elementary
School Principal Jim McGory said that
the assembly at Hartnett School in
Truxton was amazing. “It was their
first day back from vacation and the
kids trudged into the building. By the
end of the assembly they were excited
and energized.” Students who participated in the visit were awed by his
athleticism, tricks, and alley-oops.

Faculty and staff from schools throughout the district will play for the Homer
Trojan Elite. At the 2 pm game Homer
will be represented by team members: Michelle Matteson, Veronica
Boehm, Geoff Sorenson, Amanda
“Bombowski” Dembowski, Mark
“Fizz Ed” Ferrito, Amanada “Queen
Behnke” Behnke, Mark “Mr. Bee”
Bertram, Michelle Coombs, Penny
“Cents” Curtis, Robert DuPuy, Jennie
“Fly Guy” Guy, Jonathon “Dr. K-Dubs”
Kirkwyland, Toby Clark, Julie “Mrs.
J.” Partigianoni, Shari Powers, Erica
“Short Stuff” Scheu, Samantha “Miss
Perkins” Perkins, and Jim “Enforcer”
McGory. Team members for the 6
pm game are: Jennifer Greenfield,
Michelle Matteson, Geoff Sorenson,
Amanda Dembowski, Amanada
Behnke, Mark Bertram, Michelle
Coombs, Penny Curtis, Robert DuPuy,
Jennie Guy, Jonathon Kirkwyland,
Katrina “Hurricane” Fox, Gary “COACH
P” Podsiedlik, Veronica Boehm, Carrie
Heath, Kris Wakula, Kim Butts and
Jim McGory. Refereeing the game
is Mr. Craig Allen, Math Dept. Chair at
Homer High School and the Referee
Coordinator for Recreational Leagues
in the area.

"Proper precautions should be taken when
mercury thermostats are removed or replaced to prevent breakage and dangerous
mercury releases into the environment,"
Commissioner Martens said. "This new law
establishes a program to collect and safely
dispose of mercury thermostats, which will
protect New Yorkers and our environment.
Thanks to the collaborative efforts of Governor Cuomo, state legislators, and numerous stakeholders, New York will now have
an effective program to curtail potential
mercury exposure."
Mercury is found in many older wall-mounted thermostats used to regulate room temperatures. If these thermostats break, they

Serving our community since 1968.
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The game is being sponsored by
Country Inn and Suites, Dryden
Hotel, Upstream Construction, Heyer
PT, Bernard’s Custom Logo, Bailey
Place Insurance, and Edward Jones
Investments.
Tickets are $10 for students and $12
for General Admission. Courtside Plus
seats are $25. Tickets can be purchased from Homer Men’s and Boy’s
or by visiting the Harlem Wizards
website at www.harlemwizards.com.
Homer Central students in grades K-8
can also purchase tickets through their
school’s main office.
The Homer Elementary PTO is a nonprofit organization that sponsors many
programs and events for students and
teachers. These include: Reading Is
Fundamental which provides books to
students in the spring and fall, Movie
Nights, Visiting Authors,
Holiday
Literacy programs, Thanksgiving
Food Drive, Holiday Warm Clothes for
Kids, Winterfest Children’s Activities,
Field Trips, Assemblies, Teacher
Mini-Grants, Library Book purchases,
Scholastic Book Fair, Yearbooks for
Students, Staff Appreciation Coffee
and Breakfast and more. The PTO
meets at 6 pm the first Monday of
every month. Additional information
on the Homer Elementary PTO can
be found on the Homer Elementary
school webpage or on our Facebook
page – Homer Elementary PTO, Inc.
For more information please contact
Kurt Kleefeld at 607-745-1171.

New State Law Will Require Recycling of Mercury
Thermostats
A new law signed by Governor Andrew M.
Cuomo will require manufacturers to collect and recycle mercury-containing thermostats at no cost to consumers, New York
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens announced today. The law implements
a statewide thermostat product stewardship program to ensure that hazardous
mercury is properly handled, preventing
potential adverse health effects and damage to the environment.
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can release mercury into the air, causing
adverse health effects when inhaled. Exposure can also occur when mercury thermostats are improperly discarded into the
solid waste stream because switches can
break or be incinerated, releasing the mercury into the environment.
Beginning July 1, 2014, thermostat manufacturers are required to establish a system for the collection, transport, recycling,
disposal and proper management of outof-service mercury thermostats, and also
conduct education and outreach to consumers, thermostat wholesalers, contractors and contractor associations regarding
the mercury thermostat collection program.
The statewide goal for calendar year 2015
is to collect 15,500 out-of-service mercury
thermostats.
Under the law, thermostat manufacturers must offer wholesalers collection containers and participate as collection sites.
Manufacturers must also provide collection
containers and handling information to all
thermostat retailers, qualified contractors
and qualified local government authorities
that request one. There will be no cost to
participate in the program, and consumers

Serving Food Daily
11:00 am - 7:00 pm
....
Limited Ice Cream Menu
October - April

....

Rt. 281 - Homer, NY

607.749.3348

For
Take-Outs

mercury, continued
will never be charged a fee for disposing of
mercury thermostats.
Senator Mark Grisanti, chair of the Senate
Environmental Conservation Committee,
said, "Mercury is a toxic substance that
is especially harmful to pregnant women,
developing infants and children. Each year
over 300,000 mercury thermostats are removed from walls and almost 99 percent of
them are sent to landfills and incinerators.
This new collection program will require
manufacturers to establish and maintain a
collection program that will include attainable statewide collection goals. Diverting
mercury from the waste stream will protect
our air and water supplies and keep the
public safe from exposure."
Assemblyman Bob Sweeney, chair of
the Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee, said, "Mercury has been
proven to cause negative health impacts,
including impairing brain development. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimate that between 300,000 and
630,000 infants each year are born in the
United States with mercury levels high
enough to be associated with IQ loss. This
new law provides, at no cost to consumers,
a clear path to remove mercury from the
environment."
Adrienne Esposito, executive director of
Citizens Campaign for the Environment,
said, "Mercury in thermostats is a highly
toxic pollutant that causes significant harm
to children, wildlife and our environment.
Removing thermostats from the waste
stream and safely disposing of mercury is
just good public health policy that will produce meaningful, lasting results for public
health protection. A healthier, cleaner New
York is a holiday gift everyone will benefit
from. CCE is delighted the NYS legislature
and Governor Cuomo worked to pass this
protective legislation."
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On January 10th, 2014 The Homer Elementary School held its "Gifts Of Gratitude" recognition day. Each Elementary class recognized individuals and businesses in the Homer Area. Pictured above is the poster made
by Mrs. McNerney's class for the Village Food Market on Main Street in Homer. "Debbie and I, along with the
entire staff of the store, feel honored to be recognized in this way." said Kevin Williams. "This is what it’s all
about in a small town."
The Homer Elementary Character Education committee has been working to meet HCS district initiatives to
connect our students with the larger Homer community. Our students have adopted Rachel’s Challenge, one
tenet of which is the power of one small act of kindness creating a chain reaction. We wanted to recognize
the contributions of not only school personnel, but our village businesses, governmental institutions and other
organizations as well.
William A. Ward’s quote about gratitude unexpressed is a like gift not given resonated deeply with us, so we
invited our classes to select a school or community individual or group to thank.
The “Gifts of Gratitude” assembly on Friday was a public expression of our students’ and teachers’ feelings
of gratitude and pride in our Homer community. Although it was well attended, and our thanks were shared with
many folks, time constraints prevented us from recognizing all the people whose day-to-day actions make a difference for our students. We hope that the success of Friday’s assembly will inspire us to recognize the efforts
of those we meet every day and who touch our lives.

