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Homer Businesses
Supporting Winterfest

Homer Business Association members from Downtown Homer and the Little York area were jubilant participants in the Winterfest Parade. It appears that women are prevalent, the only male in the group being Adam
Williams.
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Homer Business Assoc. Volunteer Coaches
to Address Village Trash Sought for Program to
Issue Feb. 19 at C4Arts Prevent Falling
The recently proposed trash removal
plan in the village is an issue that
impacts businesses including multiple
home owners.The Homer Business
Association (HBA) in response to concerns expressed by their membership has scheduled a meeting at The
Center for the Arts Community Room,
Wednesday, February 19th at 6 PM.
The HBA Board has neither the
authority or is in a position to offer
a resolution to this concern.
However, by providing this meeting
opportunity, inviting the Mayor, Village
Trustees, village businesses and multiple home owners, a resolution and/or
a better understanding of the proposed
trash removal plan may be achieved.

Cortland, NY – Chances are you
know someone who has fallen or
who is afraid of falling. A Matter
of Balance is a proven program
designed to help people manage
concerns about falls and increase
physical activity. Cortland County
Area Agency on Aging and RSVP
are looking for volunteers to help
provide this program.

Jr. Legion Auxiliary to Hold
Can & Bottle Drive Mar. 2

A Matter of Balance coaches help
participants become more confident about managing falls by
believing that they can increase
their strength, find ways to reduce
falls, and protect themselves if
they do fall. In addition, participants report that they have
increased the amount they exercise on a regular basis.

SAVE your cans and bottles!
The Homer Junior American Legion
Auxiliary is having a bottle and can drive
to help defray the cost of program materials. Bottles and cans can be dropped
off at the American Legion in Homer
on Sunday March 2nd from 2-4 p.m. If
you would like someone to pick up your
cans please call 749-2091 and leave a
message.

Do you like to sing?

Come join the chorus at
the Center for the Arts

The Community Chorus of the Center
for the Arts in Homer is now registering
new and former members for its spring
session.
The talented musician, Marina
Gorelaya, brings great experience and
enthusiasm to the role of our chorus
leader.
Come share a fun singing experience
with friends, neighbors, and family.
The chorus will meet on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM.
The first chorus meeting will be held on
Tuesday, February 25.
Membership is open to men and
women, 16 and older, who enjoy singing. No auditions are required. You do
not need to know how to read music.
The chorus will practice a diverse
selection of songs and will perform
some of its favorite selections at the
end of the season.
A membership fee of $40 ($35 for
Center for the Arts members) will help
defray the cost of the 10-week fall session. Scholarships are available.
We aim to make this a relaxed and
enjoyable night out for all participants.
To join the chorus, please call Teri
Holbert at 749-4900 or email teri@
center4art.org

A Matter of Balance: Managing
Concerns About Falls is conducted
in 8 two-hour sessions and uses
group discussion, problem–solving strategies, videos and gentle
physical exercise. Older adults
learn positive coping methods to
reduce fear of falling and remain
active and independent.

A Matter of Balance coaches
need good communication and
interpersonal skills, enthusiasm,
dependability and a willingness to
lead small groups of older adults.
Coaches also need to be able to
lead low to moderate level exercise.
The required 8-hour training for
interested volunteers will be held
on March 19 & 20 from 8:30am12:30pm at the County Office
Building, Room 302.
If you would like more information on becoming a Matter of
Balance Volunteer Coach, please
contact Cindy Stout, A Matter of
Balance Coordinator at 753-5057
or cstout@cortland-co.org.

ZONTA Seeks Nominations
To Honor 2014 Woman of Achievement

The Zonta Club of Cortland is seeking
nominations for the 2014 Woman of
Achievement Award.
Since 1979 the club has annually
honored a local woman at a luncheon
ceremony. This year’s event will be
held on May 14th at Tinelli’s Hathaway
House I Solon, NY.
Qualifications of the nominee are; a
woman who through her contributions to
the community has improved the status
of women and children. She will have
done so through her personal qualities,
special skills, and accomplishments as
an employee or volunteer.
Zonta contributes to Cortland County
agencies that benefit women and children as well as provides scholarships
to local women furthering their education.
Nomination forms can be found at
local libraries, the YWCA or the YMCA,
or by calling Ellen Barth at 836-6613 or
Diane Van Houten at 756-5068.
Nominations are due by March 1, 2014

American Legion,
Post 465 News
For the Good of the Community:
Homer Winterfest: Many thanks
to all who stopped in at the
Legion for a bite to eat, enjoy
Oldies 101.5 tunes; live music
by Tink Bennett and Tailor
Made, Wine and Beer tasting
or to just get out of the cold. A
great time was had by all.
Please join us for two fund raisers that will benefit our common
fund:
Spaghetti Dinner to be held
on Saturday, 15 February, 5 8pm with takeouts available.
$7/Adults; $4/Children 10 and
under. Spaghetti with homemade sauce and meatballs;
salad and ice cream will be
available. Also: Silent Auction
- Donated items are being
accepted
Pancake Breakfast: Sunday,
March 2 from 8 - 11. Pancakes
with various toppings to be
accompanied by sausage and
bacon.
To Benefit Veterans and their
families:
There is now a computer set
up with internet available at the
post for any veteran who needs
to use it.
Upcoming
Meetings:
February 22, March 29, April
26. All meetings start at
10:00am.
Respectfully Submitted:Brenda
McIntosh-Clark, Post Adjutant

Retiring This Year?
Free Seminar March 8 at
County Office Bldg.
If retirement is in your near future
the Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging will be offering a free seminar on
Saturday March 8, 2014 from 9:00 to
11:00 Am in Room B1 of the Cortland
County Office Building, 60 Central Ave.
Agency Health Insurance Information
Counseling and Assistance Program
(HIICP) counselors will be there to help
you sift through the many aspects of
the retirement puzzle.
Participants will learn how Social
Security, Long-Term Care Insurance,
Medicare and Health Insurance should
be considered when planning your
retirement.
Please join us for this free seminar.
Call 753-5060 today to reserve your
seat.

"My reading of history convinces
me that most
bad government results from too
much government."
-Thomas Jefferson

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be February 27, 2014 DEADLINE: for ads and news is
February 18, 2014.
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BREAKFAST
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BUFFET

$7.00 tax included

Sunday
February 16
8 - 11 am

ALL WELCOME

8

Bacon, Eggs, Pancakes, Sausage,
Waffles, Omelets, Toast, Coffee, Juice

Mon. - Fri.
8:30-7:30

Aging Vision Support
Group to Meet Feb. 28
The Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging’s Vision Support Group will be
gathering on Friday February 28, 2014
at 11:00am in room B-1 of the Cortland
County Office Building, 60 Central Ave.
Lunch will be provided followed by a
discussion on ideas and suggestions
for future 2014 meetings.
Individuals with visual impairment and/
or their caregivers are invited to attend.  
If transportation is needed, please call
Cortland Transit at 758-3383 three days
prior to meeting date. There is no
charge for vision support group attendees to use the Transit system.
Please RSVP by calling The Area
Agency on Aging at 753-5060 by
February 26, 2014.

EVENTS
CALENDAR

March 2 - Sunday bottle and can drive Junior
American Legion Auxiliary is having a bottle and
can drive to help defray the cost of program
materials. Bottles and cans can be dropped off
at the American Legion in Homer on Sunday
March 2nd from 2-4 p.m. If you would like someone to pick up your cans please call 749-2091
and leave a message.
March 2 - Sunday First Frost Antiques &
Collectibles Flea Market. Dryden Fire Hall,
9 am to 3 pm. Free Admission. Vintage bottles, glassware, postcards, paper items, books,
records, toys, jewelry and more. Finger Lakes
Bottle Collectors Assoc.
As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For
more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our
publishing schedule and deadlines. Feb. 18
deadline for Feb. 27, 2014 issue.

Clerical/Secretarial
Full or Part-Time

Local law firm seeks clerical/secretarial staff person
for its Tully, NY office.

"Ash for Trash" Public
Comment Period
Extended to Feb. 28

Village Board Announces
New Water & Sewer Rates
Effective March 1, 2014

Susan Briggs, Chair of the County
Legislature, has announced a deadline extension for the public to provide
comments on the Scope of the proposed “Ash for Trash” agreement with
Onondaga County. The deadline has
been extended to Feb. 28, 2014.
The scoping document can be found
on the County’s website at www.cortland-co.org. Please feel free to share
this information with your constituents.
Comments regarding the scope of the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) may be submitted to Jeremy
Boylan, Clerk of the Legislature, 60
Central Avenue, Cortland, NY 13045,
or by e-mail at jboylan@cortland-co.
org.

Effective March 1, 2014, the water/
sewer rates will change for the Village
of Homer.
The new rates will be as follows:
Water Rates: First 5,000 gallons will
be $21.00; 5,001 – 160,000 gallons will
be at a rate of $2.25 per 1,000 gallons;
160,001 - 99,999,999 gallons will be at
a rate of $1.95 per 1,000 gallons
Sewer Rates: First 5,000 gallons will
be $59.00; 5,001 – 160,000 gallons will
be at a rate of $2.00 per 1,000 gallons;
160,001 – 99,999,999 will be at a rate
of $1.95 per 1,000 gallons
Water/Sewer is billed quarterly on
same bill, with due date stated on bill.
Billing dates will continue to be
January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1

Full or part-time employment available.
Send resume to: PO Box 430, Tully, NY 13159,
Attention: Kathleen
No phone calls will be accepted

Physical Therapy

Return to what matters most
Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Pulled through Life by Dogs
My mother-in-law is thinking
about getting a Border Collie. I love
Border Collies, but a Border Collie
without sheep to work is a dog in need
of valium. It may be a cute ball of fur as
a puppy, but when it’s an adult you’ll be
wondering why it brings you that slobbery tennis ball 12,000 times an hour?
Or why it tries to keep your family all
together in one room?
But as mismatched as Border
Collies can be with some pet owners,
Great Pyrenees are worse. I haven’t
checked the statistics, but I’d bet that
in the Dog School Yearbook Great
Pyrs are the breed most likely to end
up in an animal rescue organization.
Great Pyrenees are originally from the
Pyrenees Mountains and are bred to
guard sheep. They’ll protect a flock
from bears and wolves, which means
they are very territorial and very nocturnal. Thus, they might not be a good
pet for people who like to sleep and
prefer not to spend their time going to
the pound to retrieve their dog.
We got our first Great Pyr,
Bear, from the pound when his previous owners decided not to come
pick him up after the last time he ran
away. He escaped from me on the
second day we owned him, jerking the
leash right out of my hand. The leash
bounced along behind him, as he raced
up the driveway. Bruce and I chased
him through a trailer park, until we lost
sight of him. By then a pellety snow
and ice mixture had begun to fall and
the temperature dropped to the teens.
We went back and got the car,
stopping long enough to call the dog
warden and tell him the dog was at
large. We drove around the neighborhood, but couldn’t find him anywhere.
Dejected we returned home to find the
phone ringing. “A woman’s found your
dog,” the dog warden said.
It seems Bear, with a layer of
ice on his heavy coat, had stopped to
scratch on some nice woman’s door
and asked to be let in. That established
a pattern. He always ran away in a
snow or ice storm and he always headed for the nearest trailer or trailer park.
Being nocturnal, Bear usually
started barking about five minutes after
we went to bed. Who knew what he
heard or smelled; a deer crossing the
creek a mile away, a coyote in the next
county, a mouse out in the barn? He’d
bark intermittently for hours throughout
the night. Sometimes, after an hour of
barking, he’d be quiet for an hour or
two only to start up again around 2 or 3
in the morning.
When we moved to our current
house, we didn’t have a fenced yard at
first. We used the red-neck dog containment system; a chain hooked to a
cement block. Bear viewed the cement
block with disdain. What after all did
we think he was? A chihuahua? He
dragged the cement block all over our
twenty-four acres. Two cement blocks
slowed him down a little. Three finally
seemed to keep him in the yard. Until,
that is, a dog ran down the road in front
of our house.
I heard Bear barking and
looked out the window, only to see
him running down the road with three
cement blocks bouncing along behind
him. The stories I could write stories
about that Great Pyrenees! But, unfortunately, Patricia MacLachlan beat me
to it.
MacLachlan, the award winning children’s author of Sarah, Plain
and Tall, meet her first Great Pyr when
her daughter took up being a foster
mom for a Great Pyr rescue agency.
MacLachlan’s first children’s book featuring a Great Pyrenees, Waiting for
Magic, is about a family that adopts a

Pyrenees from, you guessed it, an animal rescue. Funny, it doesn’t mention
how it got there! White Fur Flying, her
second book about Great Pyrs, is about
a family that rescues them.
So, here’s my gift to humanity – if you feel like adopting a Border
Collie or a Great Pyrenees, come to
me first. I’ll suggest you read Sarah
MacLachlan’s books to see if that will
scratch your itch. If it doesn’t I’ll administer the test I’m developing to identify
people who will make great owners for
such dogs. It includes true or false questions like, I like to sleep, I enjoy chasing
long legged dogs through trailer parks
in blinding snow, and my favorite hobby
is throwing drool covered tennis balls.
What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time
Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
2/19/14    No Programs (school break)
2/26/14    Hats & Mittens
Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is on Wednesday
afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy will
be offering a fun program with stories,
crafts, games, and songs. There are no
programs on snow days or school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
2/19/14    No Programs (school break)
2/26/14    Cowboy Hoedown
Get Ready for Franny Billingsley’s
visit in March
Middle grade and young adult author
Franny Billingsley will be visiting Homer
in March. Thanks to a grant from the
Ujeni Grants for Advancing Public
Education Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County, the
library will be having Franny Billingsley
visit the Homer Schools and Phillips
Free Library.
To prepare for Franny’s visit, we want
to get as many people, of all ages,
reading Franny’s books. Join us for a
multi-generational discussion of Chime
on Thursday, Feb. 13th at 6:30 pm.
This young adult novel is appropriate for
tweens and teens alike. Students who
pre-register for the discussion, will get a
free copy of the book.
And don’t forget to mark your calendars for Franny’s visit in March. There’ll
be a writing workshop for 5th through
10th graders on Weds. March 12th at
4:00 pm and a public talk open to all
on Thursday, March 13th at 7:00 pm.

The Albany Post Road - NYS Route 90
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

Fourth Installment
The Coach Heads Westward on the Turnpike
Now, the coach lurches forward
and proceeds smartly west [on Cayuga
Street] past some homes but mostly
through farmland owned by the late
Jedediah Barber. Barber died a couple
months ago [in 1876] and was best
known locally as “Uncle Jed” and as
the proprietor of The Great Western,
a three-story emporium of brick built
in 1863 on Main Street to replace the
wooden store that burned in 1856. [The
Wal-Mart of 19th century Central New
York still stands with the Keator Opera
House on the third floor in need of serious restoration.]
The coach passes over the tracks
of the railroad from Syracuse to
Binghamton. Bringing the train through
Homer was one of Jedediah’s business
ventures, along with a bank on Main
Street [the building still stands].
When the coach reaches the foot of
West Hill and the intersection of West
Road [now Route 281], we passengers
can see Glenwood Cemetery on the left.
This is a park-like cemetery designed
by Paris Barber during the recent Civil
War. [The Barbers, David Hannum,
Carpenters, and other Homer notables
are buried here.] If we took the country
lane that is West Road to the north, it
would take us past an Underground
Railroad “station” from the pre-Civil War
era located at the corner of West Road
and Cold Brook Road. Soon after, we
would arrive at the little hamlet of Little
York, near the kettle lake of the same
name on the northern edge of the township. What a great spot for swimming,
fishing, and boating on a day like today,
but our destination is to the west today.
Our coach begins the arduous climb
up the hill past O. B. Andrews’ Rock
Springs Cheese Factory on the right
where 366 cheeses sell for six cents
per pound [gone now; house up the
hill from the gas station/car wash is
the site]. As we slowly ascend, we
might do well to recall that in the early
years of the Towns of Central New
York, special meetings occurred for the
purpose of laying out the roads in the
town. The Board was almost entirely
focused on dividing the Town into Road
Districts and establishing the boundaries of “Publick Roads.” Trails through
the forests and swamps would become
designated roads duly noted in the
Minutes. A marking point for delineating one such road in 1797 was simply
“a yellow birch tree.” The designated
direction of a road could be appealed.
A panel of three judges made the final
decision. The town’s “commissioners of
highways” laid out the roads, directed
repairs, and constructed bridges. Each
road district had a “pathmaster” who
supervised road maintenance and had

the power to annually assess each
male resident several days of labor on
the road. The records list their names
and the number of days assessed.
Clearing the woodlands and maintaining the dirt roads, especially after the
damages of storms, was crucial to this
growing agrarian region in the center of
the state.
The next portion of road between
Homer and Genoa was originally just
a blazed trail called the Homer Road
until it was chartered [it is believed]
as a turnpike on April 12, 1816. When
this turnpike was extended to King
Ferry, the whole stretch from Homer to
King Ferry became part of the State’s
turnpike system. It was incorporated
in 1817 as the Fifth Great Western
Turnpike, and merchant Barber named
his emporium “The Great Western”
after the innovative artery. Though we
refer to the road in this centennial year
of our nation as “the turnpike,” it actually ceased to be a roadway with toll
gates in the late 1820s. At that time the
fees charged were deemed to be insufficient to keep the roads in repair.
As the coach finally arrives at the summit of West Hill in the town of Homer,
the weary and slightly lathered horses
need to rest. It is hard to imagine what
Amos Todd and the Beebes thought
when they first arrived at this elevated
site in 1792. This was Lot No. 42 which
they purchased from a Revolutionary
War veteran, cleared, and farmed [as
indicated by a NYS historical marker
today on the south side of the road].
Taverns along the way provide respite
for weary travelers like us and for
the strong-hearted steeds that pull the
stagecoaches over hilly terrain and rutty,
dirt roads. One such tavern is Wright’s
on West Hill, up past the Todd and
Beebe Farm, on the right. Ideally situated after an exhausting climb, James
Wright’s tavern was the first tavern in
the county. Initially a log house, the
establishment is now a frame house.
The place does a thriving business but
has limited accommodations for overnight guests. [It is now part of the home
of Dean St.John.] Wright was one of the
original stockholders in the Fifth Great
Western Turnpike Corporation. From
here it is onward and westward. Shortly,
we pass the small Homer West Hill
Cemetery and then cross the line into
the southeast corner of Cayuga County,
which detached from Onondaga County
in 1799.
Next Installment: We Enter Cayuga
County and the Town of Summerhill

Board Games at the Library
We now have board games for use
within the library. Stop by sometime to
see what’s available and play a game.
We are also accepting donations of
games (with all the pieces, please!).
Teen Writers’ Group
The Teen Writers group meets
Tuesdays at 3:30 pm. This group is
open to all writers from 6th through 12th
grades.
The library also hosts a Wiki where
writers can post their stories. Check
it out at www.phillipsfreelibrarywriters.
wikispaces.com If you’d like to post your
own stories there, talk to Priscilla.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or ipad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Thursdays from 3-4 pm. They
can help you learn to check out and
download e-materials. They can also
help with other computer questions.
Call ahead, to make an appointment,
or drop by.
Check out the new features on our
homepage
We now have BookFlix, access
to online Scholastic children’s books

and videos; TrueFlix, online Scholastic
non-fiction books; New Book Alert,s
alerts about the newest books at the
library; and Online Book Clubs. All
these features are on the left side of our
home page at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org. Check them out!
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out our
website.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday		
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
SEE OUR STORE FOR CONVENIENT SHOPPING HOURS • HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

• PRICES EFFECTIVE MONDAY FEB. 17 THROUGH SATURDAY FEB. 22, 2014 • 7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311 •

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

Shurfine
Cranberry
Sauce

Mrs. Smith’s Pie
M

14 oz.

Shurfine Biscuits
S

1.5 Liter of Pepsi

Campbell’s

SAVE
OVER $16

Idahoan
Potatoes

3.95-4.1 oz.

Shurfine Stuffing
6 oz.

Birdseye
Frozen
Veggies

Shurfine
Homestyle Gravy
12 oz.

10-16 oz.

MEATS
Fresh All Natural

Boneless
Skinless
Chicken Breast

Pork Loin
Chops or
Roast

Fillets

Center Cut

248

$

178

$

lb.

lb.

Boneless Beef

Prima Porta Pork

New York
Strip Loin
Steaks
Thick & Juicy

$

6

Italian Style
Sausage
Sweet or Hot

98

$

lb.

Boneless Beef

80% Lean

$

3

68

51/60 Ct., Fully Cooked

Fresh, Lean
“Use Like
Hamburg”

Farm Raised
Tail On
Sold In 1 lb. bag

Censea
Shrimp

398

DELI

Shurfine
Deli Sliced

Roast
Beef

Virginia Style
or Canadian
Maple
Ham

Water Added

5

$

lb.

Classic Sliced
Bacon

16 oz.

4

$

98
lb.

339

$

lb.

Sandridge
Deli Fresh

5 $5

Honey
Mesquite

or Macaroni
& Tuna
Salad

4

58

$

lb.

98

4

$

lb.

DAIRY

Packed In Water or Oil

Shurfine

Totino’s

Pizza Rolls

Sliced
Strawberries

Pepperoni

2 $3

18 oz. Old Fashioned or Quick
14.6 oz. Select Varieties

Shurfine Apple Blend Juice Cocktail 2 for $3
Shurfine Brownie Mixes

$1.79

Shurfine Cherry Pie Filling

$1.99

19.8-21.5 oz. Chewy Fudge, Fudge or Dark Chocolate
20-21 oz. Original or Lite

Arizona Tea Beverage

2 for $6

Shurfine Pasta Egg Noodles

4 for $5

128 oz. Assorted Varieties

Uncle Ben’s Ready Rice

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Sargento

Salted or Unsalted

Ultra Thin Varieties

Butter
Quarters

Bagels

Progresso Cannellini Beans
15 oz. Also: Chick Peas

2$5
for

24
for

Häagen•Dazs

Assorted
Ice Cream

Select Varieties

$

12 oz.

ICE CREAM
Edy’s Grand

Assorted Varieties

Assorted
Ice Cream

FREE

2 7
$

48 oz.

for

14 oz.

White or 100%
Whole Wheat

Fudgesicle,

4

29
4-6 pk.

No Sugar
Added

Scribbler

or Sugar Free
Ice Pops

Orange/Grape/Cherry

$

4

Arm & Hammer 2X Liquid Detergent

$3.99

50 oz. 32 Load Clean Burst or Free Also: Crystal Burst Power Pac Oxi Clean 16 ct. 13.9 oz.

Fresh’n Soft Fabric Softener Sheets 2 for $3
40 ct. Mountain Fresh

Clorox Toilet Bowl Cleaner

$2.19

22 oz. spray btl.

Raisin & Cinnamon

Italian
Bread

BUY ONE • GET ONE

13-16
oz.

FREE

22-24
oz.

Monk’s
Bread

179 2$5

$

20 oz.

for

• Red • Russet • Yukon Gold

Imported

MIX OR MATCH!

Fresh Tender

California

198

$

for

Leaf
Lettuce

Dole Salads

9 oz.

Sno-white

Extra Large

Cauliflower

3 ct. pkgs.

for

ea. bunch

98¢

4 lb. bag

Romaine
Hearts

• Red • Green
• Romaine

lb.

Classic
Romaine

348

Fresh

16 oz.

Asparagus

2$5

$

Fresh

Large Size

$

Vine Ripe
Tomatoes

198

$

New York State

Red Delicious
Apples

ea. bunch

SNACKS

Vanilla or
Choc.
Ice Cream Bars

$

$5.69

200 ft. Giant

Shurfine

100% Whole
Wheat or Whole
Grain White

68

24 oz.

Popsicle

King Cone,

Shurfine Aluminum Foil

$7.69

Bread

¢

99

Good Humor

or Strawberry
Shortcake Bars

BUY ONE • GET ONE

2

$

$1.88

51 ct.

148

$

ea. head

lb.

Sno-White

Mangos

Whole
Mushrooms

128
ea.

Fresh

Cottage
Cheese

8 oz.

Scott Moist Wipes Refill

5 for $5 Arm & Hammer Cat Litter
14-20 lb. Scented Super Scoop or Multi Cat Clump & Seal

6.84-8 oz.

Shurfine

2 for $5

250 ct. 2-ply

$2.99

Stroehmann

Small
Family
Bread

Green
Onions

299

$

Shurfine

Shredded
Cheese

129

$

1 lb.

Scotties Facial Tissue

BAKERY

Fresh

Deli Sliced
Cheese

2 for $5

2 for $4 Clorox Anywhere Cleaner

6-8.8 oz. Assorted Varieties Also: Long/Wild, Fast Cooking Long/Grain/Wild or Whole Grain Brown/Wild

59 oz.

Shurfine

2 for $3

24 oz. Tough Stains or Original

for

for

$1.99

Naturals White Towels
3 for $5 Scott
2 roll pkg.

Shurfine Toaster Tarts

Navel
Oranges

Select Varieties

64 oz.

Flavored Bread Crumbs
$1.39 Progresso
15 oz.

Shurfine Oatmeal

Potatoes

5 $5

64 oz.

for

PRODUCE

Premium
Orange
Juice

for

2 $6

5 oz.

Seedless Juicy

Smooth or
Original
Florida Style

24 oz. tub

Shurfine

1932 oz.

White or Purple

Panko Bread Crumbs
2 for $6 Progresso
8 oz. Italian Flavored

4.1-8.9 oz. Select Varieties

lb.

Homemaker

Citrus
Drink

Grape Juice

369 2 $3 2 $5 98¢ 2$5

McCain

99

for

Nature Valley or Fiber One Granola Bars

78

Sunny D

$

7.5 oz.

Fries

5 $5

13-14.5 oz.

Assorted Varieties

5.3-6 oz.

Welch’s

Starkist
Tuna

3 $7

299

4 roll pkg.

Select Varieties

Oats &
More

5 lb. bags

BUY TWO • GET

$

3.7-30.65 oz.

Chunk Light

Chobani

3FREE

599

Shurfine Cereal

for

Bath Tissue

$

Greek
Yogurt

Select Varieties
Also: Potato Gnocchi or
Cavatelle 12-14.5 oz.

White Regular or
Extra Soft

10.5-11.5 oz.

FREE

Steakhouse
Potato Salad

Ravioli

2

Assorted Varieties

Stroehmann

Honeysuckle White
Deli Sliced

Mama Rosies

$

lb.

Bone In

Turkey
Breast

FROZEN

for

48

Ham Steaks
or Roast

FREE

Select Varieties

12 oz. Select Varieties

Sugardale Prestige

BUY ONE • GET ONE

Scottissue 1-ply

K Cup or Wake Up Roast

BUY ONE • GET ONE

Charlie’s Pride
Deli Sliced

$

lb.

3

28

Regular or
Applewood

898

$

19.2 oz.

Hatfield

lb.

Kansas City BBQ or
Smokey Chipolte

3

lb.

Honeysuckle White

2

48

St. Louis Style
Spareribs

$

Maxwell House

64 oz. Select Varieties

Swift’s Dry Rubbed Seasoned

Round Steaks Ground
Beef
Full Cut

$

Soups or
Broth
for

Boneless

Ground
Turkey

GROCERY

99
8-24 pk.

88

Starfruit

¢

98

lb.

$

¢

168
8 oz.

ea.

Sunshine

Keebler

Keebler

Kellogg’s

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Cheez-It
Crackers

Pecan
Sandies

Sandwich
Crackers

Fruit
Snacks

2 $4 2 $5 2 $5 2 $5
for

6-7 oz.

for

12.813 oz.

for

10.111 oz.

for

8 oz.
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Local Women Plan Cortland Market and Cafe in
Former Cortland Hardware Store

Hanna Announces Re-Election Plans
UTICA, N.Y. -- Congressman Richard Hanna officially announced that he
will seek re-election in 2014.

The Local Food Market and Whole Heart Cafe are currently under construction. The two new businesses plan to open their doors later this Spring,
offering the community a wide-selection of local, seasonal products, grocery items and prepared foods. The Market & Cafe will be moving into
the former Cortland Hardware location at 37 North Main Street, Cortland.
The Market will be owned by Chastity Mydlenski, who also owns the Oh
My Goodness Health Food Store in Homer, and Sheila Cohen. The Cafe
will be co-owned by Sara Le Roux-Watrous and Chastity with Sara cooking and managing the space. The cafe will be Cortland’s first local food cafe.
Both Chastity and Sara are former Homer High School graduates and are excited to continue growing their roots in the community.
The 5,000 square foot store will include produce, grocery items, bulk foods,
local meats and dairy products and much more. This expansion is not only
in response to growing community demand for healthy products that are as
locally sourced as possible, but also to the fact that there isn’t a grocery store
in downtown Cortland. The new store will not simply be a health food store,
but a full-service grocery store, offering healthy, affordable products for all.
The Cafe will supplement the store’s offering by working to meet the broader food needs of the community with prepared food items. Using locally
sourced ingredients, the cafe expects to offer a variety of breakfast and lunch
items. Eating local is not always easy, especially when you are on the go.
OMG currently purchases from over 30 local and regional producers and
hopes to triple this at the new location! We believe in keeping money local.
The market and cafe plan to support efforts to revitalize downtown Cortland
by adding a unique, dynamic element. A grocery store is vital to reenergizing a downtown by bringing in more foot-traffic. With the City working to develop the second stories of buildings on Main Street, residents
would benefit from being able to walk or bike to purchase their groceries.

Hanna made the announcement January 30th at the Republican 100,000
Club of Oneida County’s Annual Dinner in Utica. The Republican 100,000
Club of Oneida County is a women’s organization that engages in grassroots campaigning and fundraising to promote good government and elect
members of the Republican Party.
“Career politicians and business as usual in Albany and Washington have
held down upstate New York for too long,” Hanna said. “But my office is
making progress by focusing on practical solutions and putting Upstate
first. There is more work to be done to grow small business, support
our farmers, better educate our children, and stand by our veterans and
seniors. Together we can build a brighter future and revive upstate New
York for our children and grandchildren. It is a privilege to serve our community and I will continue to work hard to earn its support.”
Hanna also reported raising $305,533 for the last campaign finance quarter
of 2013, which ended on December 31. Hanna has more than $523,400
in the bank to aid his re-election effort for New York’s 22nd Congressional
District.
Hanna was elected in 2010 and for 30 years was a business leader in
upstate New York. He brings real life experiences to our nation’s capital
with a history creating jobs, growing a business and understanding how
both the federal and state governments affect decisions of business owners.
The 22nd District includes all of Chenango, Cortland, Madison and Oneida
counties and part of Broome, Herkimer, Oswego and Tioga counties.
By the Numbers
Cash On Hand: $523,438.61
Total raised: $305,533.26

To learn more about this expansion, find us online at www.thelocalfoodmarket.com
and on Facebook. To get more involved, please visit our Indiegogo (indiegogo.com)
page on February 14 when we launch a crowd-funding campaign to raise funds for
the cafe’s kitchen. Launching Cortland’s first local food cafe is no easy feat but with
community support, the cafe will open when the market opens later this Spring.
The building is meaningful to the women involved. The former Cortland
Hardware was owned by Ginny Toomey from 1987 until it closed in 2012. They are
proud to bring new life to this building and continue the tradition of female owned
independent businesses.

Local Food Market and Whole Heart Cafe to open in the former hardware store building.

This photo might be fun to try to identify. Not being a
photographer (as opposed to a picture taker) I didn't
get the kid's name. Actually I only wanted a record of
the fountain and he showed up and asked if I would
take his picture. It's been in my collection for years....
since the 70's or early 80's maybe. Jaff Harris
The cast iron water fountain stood at the corner of S.
Main and Cayuga Streets for several decades. One
story told was that a gentleman was walking his dog
and noticed that there was a watering trough for horses, but none for dogs. So, he donated the fountain
which at one time had a low bowl for dogs to drink
from.
If you think you know who this boy is, e-mail us at:
editor@thehomernews.com.

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

Benson Davis Insurance

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

12b14

12B13

We have the space for your event!

top
Call or S
!
a
by Tod y

Executive & Corporate Conferences-Education Classes
Training Seminars-Health & Craft Fairs-Social Groups
Alumni & Graduation Parties-Birthday Parties
Retirement Parties-Baby Showers-Family Reunions
Class Reunions-Cultural Meetings-Fundraising Events
Wedding Showers & Receptions-Religious Meetings

Would you like to quit smoking?
I am a Certified Hypnotherapist...call today for your personalized session.
Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy-Therapeutic Touch
Personalized Hypnosis Sessions-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

Moira McMahon RNBC
Healing Arts Network
607.745.4325

Fully Equipped Seminar/Training Classrooms & Banquet Hall
Free Parking-Centrally Located-Reasonable Rental Rates

131 PortWatson Street Cortland NY 13045
Call: 607-753-1477 Email: w2otg@verizon.net

Services offered at The Dharma Center . 55 Port Watson St Cortland

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12B14

(607) 749-5332 •

Fax: (607) 749-5740

HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

K&H MOTOR SPORTS
POLARIS - KAWASAKI - TRITON

607-749-2821

Find the perfect ‘toy’ for any season at K&H Motor Sports!

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Service Work
Licensed Master Plumber
315.696.8918

12B14

Sales
Service
Parts

10B14

Lynn Hughston - Owner • Jill Jones - Office Manager
5056 State Route 41 • Homer, New York 13077

1813 Little York Crossing Road Little York, NY 13087 www.knhmotorsports.com

11B13

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones

3.13

Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

Jim Hopkins

6B13

Financial Advisor

Tom Niederhofer

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

3.24

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

This Doctor makes House Calls!

A

www.sevenvalleyrealty.com

Dianne Wheaton Cappiello, Ph.D.
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

Historic Homes & Buildings my Specialty!

4287 N. Homer Avenue
Cortland NY 13045

3.13

dcapiello@sevenvalleyrealty.com

Matthew Mydlenski
Homer, NY

1C14

Office: (607) 753-6556
Home Office: (607) 749-4386
Cell Phone: (607) 651-6039

607.749.2964
607.745.0698

Single ree Contracting
3a14
1C14

Residential • Commercial •Industrial

Building Solutions from the Ground Up

(607) 753-1234
www.MaxGraphicsCortland.com
177 Homer Ave - Cortland

2A14
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From Our Readers
Mother Lauds Young
Skaters on the Green

Remembering
Dennis Wright

Dear Editor,
I have a story to share with you that
I believe is worth printing - a breath
of fresh air in today’s often stale society. Please also look at the attached
picture.
My kids (Lydia - Homer 6th grader,
Gabe - Homer 4th grader) had a half
day on Friday, so I planned to meet
them at school and all walk over to the
green to skate. The kids were excited
to try out the green for the first time
this year on their own skates (up until
this point we had been dependant
on skating at the McDonald Center
and renting). We arrived and found
a group of high school kids playing
hockey and taking up about half the
rink, so Lydia and Gabe skated over
on the open part. After about 10 minutes, a couple of the kids (we later
found out their names were Ty and
Molly) came over and invited my kids
to play hockey with them! Lydia and
Gabe said “yes” somewhat hesitantly
and skated over to the hockey section. Ty and Molly introduced themselves and the rest of their group to
my children. They made Lydia and
Gabe team captains which was another first for my kids! I got my camera
out and thought “I better take pictures
while I can because this is not going
to last long. My kids can get around
on skates, but they are not hockey
players!” Well, Ty and Molly and their
4 friends could not have been any
sweeter. They passed to Lydia and
Gabe, set them up for goals, encouraged them and treated them as one
of their own. I watched for a while
and then walked the dog around the
block, watched some more and then
went to the store, watched some more
and then.....well, this went on for 2
hours until I had to ring the buzzer on
my kids’ time! We all felt bad about
leaving, but Ty told Lydia and Gabe
that they are out there a lot and anytime they see them playing they are
welcome to jump in.
Those high school kids made a
difference that day in the lives of a
mother and her children. They did not
include my kids because they had to.
There was no one supervising them
and there are no rules on that rink.
They didn’t know me or know anyone
I knew; we had no connection at all.
They had no reason to impress me
and there was no chance of impressing their parents either. Ty and Molly
and their friends welcomed young
strangers with open arms because
they are loving and kind and that is
worth talking about!

To the Editor:
Dennis Wright was a giant among
men, and he is gone.
His blood was red, Cornell crimson
red. There were probably not a whole
lot of places he loved better than a
wrestling mat, especially on campus.
He was a man of the Renaissance:
teacher, superintendent, founding director of the Cortland-Homer
Teachers Center, treasurer, Rotarian
of the Year, biker, guitarist, songwriter, entertainer, keynoter, singer,
raconteur, forward-thinker for social
change, all-around good guy. He went
out of his way to make other people
look good. He made sure other people
got credit for what they had done.
Though his experience and expertise
would have given him license, he
never talked down to anyone, never
pushed his weight around. He suffered fools gladly (I should know) but
was always sober and humble in his
advice. He knew all about fair play
and do-overs. He respected the rules
and respected the referees. He never
forgot where he came from and was
humbled by his myriad of outward
successes. Plural.
He loved his family. All of his family. He was proud to be a native
son of Homer. He was proud of his
down-home roots and was the first
to laugh at himself. Decades after his
own high school graduation, he would
sign on for one of Bill Whiting’s latest
stage projects whenever the phone
call came. He worked tirelessly for the
various diverse causes he believed in.
He was a worker. Whatever talents he
had, he used.
He was many things, but maybe
above all he was a farmer. He leaves
a farm high on a hill better than
he found it. He died in his seventh
decade in what might seem”middle
aged” to some, but in his case, far
too young. In his lifetime he dropped
a pebble in a quiet pool, and the ripples will continue for generations to
come in ways we can’t even recognize
and will never know. He leaves many
behind to mourn his loss.
You can see his name on the wall
when you enter the Center for the Arts
of Homer revealing him to have been
one of the founders. But if you can’t
find his name, just look around. He’s
there. Everywhere.
Family and friends and wrestlers near
and far gathered recently at Cornell to
celebrate his remarkable life. If you
can take a moment today, pause and
have a kind thought in farewell for
a man who made a difference. And
when you can, drop a pebble.

-Sarah Sujkowski
Cortland County resident

Jack Carr

To preview programs visiT cenTer4arT.org

Former Mayor Critical of
Village Attempt to
Purchase Office Space
To the Editor,
Before steps are taken by the
Village Board to inspect the site on
Fulton Street for the proposed Village
offices, I am hoping the Town and the
Village can explore what possibilities
there still are at the Town Hall, the
building still occupied by the Town,
the Court, the Senior Center, and the
Assessor’s office. The main floor
has great possibilities for space and
a redesign of the existing space. I
know the Town is interested in sitting
down with Village representatives to
discuss what can be done to rearrange office space. There is space
behind the current Board Room
where the old stage sits and even
square footage beyond the stage.
TheTown has replaced its heating
system, has redone the large windows to make them energy efficient,
has installed the new Court, installed
an elevator, and the building is a
sturdy structure. The air was tested
and found to have no dangerous
elements. To confirm, another test
should make it clear that the air still
is okay. Issues of rental fees can be
negotiated in good faith. I’m sure
residents would be well served to
have both municipalities in the same
building. This does not necessarily
mean merger, but it can mean easier
coordination of mutual operations.
The Governor would like that. Me too.
Mary Alice Bellardini

"Managing Concerns
About Falls" Series
Scheduled in Homer
Have you turned down a chance to go
out with family or friends because you
were concerned about falling? Have
you cut down on a favorite activity
because you might fall? If so, A Matter
of Balance: Managing Concerns About
Falls is a program for you.
Fear of falling can be just as dangerous
as falling itself. People who develop
this fear often limit their activities, which
can result in severe physical weakness, making the risk of falling even
greater. Many older adults also experience increased isolation and depression when they limit their interactions
with family and friends. A Matter of
Balance can help people improve their
quality of life and remain independent.
A Matter of Balance is designed to
reduce the fear of falling and increase
activity levels among older adults.
Participants learn to set realistic goals
to increase activity, change their environment to reduce fall risk factors,
and learn simple exercises to increase
strength and balance.
Cortland County Area Agency on Aging
(AAA) and the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP) are offering A Matter of Balance: Managing
Concerns About Falls Wednesdays
March 26th to May 14th, 1:00 pm – 3:00,
at Homer Town Hall, 31 North Main
Street, Homer, NY. Preregistration
is required. A workbook and light
refreshments will be provided.
Please call (607)753-5060 to register
or for more information.

Kind skaters who made a difference.

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

A Couple of
Blaguards

Fri. Feb. 21 and Sat. Feb. 22 at 8 PM
Tickets: $30, Seniors $25,
Students with valid ID $13 Under 18 Free

For ticket pricing and
up-to-date information visit
www.center4art.org

607.749.4900
CNY’S PREMIERE
PERFORMANCE
CENTER

arts@center4art.org

Main St., Homer

(607) 753-1234
www.MaxGraphicsCortland.com
177 Homer Ave - Cortland

New Penn Farm Announces
Expansion, Youth Program
New Penn Farm in Truxton, NY has
expanded this past year. In addition to
the high quality registered Angus beef
cattle that Carl Hinkle has bred for the
past 30+ years, New Penn now offers
a youth program. Last year 8 very
deserving youth participated in leasing
animals. They were guided through
the showing process from breaking the
animals to lead, learning proper showmanship techniques to being taught by
fitting expert Jeanne White from Simme
Valley how to give their cow a proper
haircut for the show ring.
Not everyone has the space to own
a beef cow. New Penn Farm’s freeleasing program for many is a good
option. The animal is still owned and
housed at the farm. You can’t just walk
an animal into a show ring though. It
takes time, hard work, and dedication
for the show animal, and show person,
to learn proper techniques to be safe
and successful in the showring.
Sunday, March 2nd at 2pm at New
Penn Farm there is an informational
meeting about our youth program. Parents and youth ages 10-17 are welcome to stop in to learn more about
the program, meet the animals and
get questions answered. If you are
interested in learning more about leasing a beef cow, or interested in learning about showing beef cattle please
contact New Penn Farm. Like us on
facebook for info all year or you can
contact us.newpennfarm@gmail.comwww.newpennfarm.com(607)345-6466
5493 Cheningo Rd, Truxton, NY 13158
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Sherman Block
Undergoes
Revival With
Respect for Past
By Dianne Capiello

Part 1 of 2
Over the past year, you probably noticed the renovation project
under way at the corner of North Main
and Water Streets in the Village. Tom
Niederhofer of TN Custom Homes has
been hard at work restoring a significant
piece of Homer’s past, the three buildings formerly known as the Sherman
Block. Before Niederhofer purchased
the property in 2012, the site was home
to Homer Laundry. Now, it boasts a
beautifully restored exterior, five retail
business storefronts, and three modern apartments. Niederhofer, who was
Board of Director for the Homer Center
for the Arts for several years, believes
that Homer “should stay a quaint village
where you can enjoy the small town
activities such as Winterfest, Holiday in
Homer, and Homer on the Green.” This
vision shaped his approach to renovating the Sherman Block. Niederhofer, a
home builder for the past forty years,
has brought these old buildings into the
twenty-first century while at the same
time retaining their historic character.
The Sherman Block offers the
residents of Homer a reminder of its
fascinating past. The architecture, for
instance, tells us something about the
era in which it was built. The first
and possibly the second of the original four buildings (yes, there were
four!) appear to have been built in
the Federal or Adam style, popular
between 1780 and 1820 but continuing
in some localities until 1840. This style
emphasized symmetry, which you can
tell from the picture entitled “Sherman’s
Block,” and often incorporated decorative moldings or dentils under the
cornices. Sometimes the buildings
were attached row houses. Given that
William Sherman constructed his general store, the “Homer Exchange,” in
1827, it would not be surprising for him
to adopt a popular American style for
his three-story emporium.
William Sherman, in fact, was
a man of his times. Sherman arrived in
Homer (formed in 1794) around 1815
with an eye for the main chance. He
owned and operated a grist mill on the
Tioughnioga River, opened the Homer
Exchange, and, with his brother John,
manufactured machine-cut nails. It is
believed that this last venture was the
first in New York State and the first
in the nation west of the Hudson.
Sherman thus took advantage of a
booming market revolution taking place
in the early part of the nineteenth century. Changes in transportation and
communication were transforming the
United States at a rapid pace. After the
American Revolution, the population
began doubling every twenty years.
Opportunities for riches awaited the
adventurous and creative. Sherman
probably didn’t wait long to realize
some of his dreams. In 1825 he built
the Sherman Mansion (now Briggs
Hall, also owned and restored by Tom
Niederhofer) and shortly thereafter
the Homer Exchange, which Sherman
operated for almost thirty years.
During that time, the nation
and Homer witnessed numerous
changes. The economy went through
boom and bust cycles, which might
have affected Sherman’s competition
with his fellow mercantilist, Jedediah
Barber, down the street. Acrimonious
political debates flared up through-

out the country as opposing factions
emerged. On top of that, in the early
1830s upstate New York experienced a
number of enthusiastic religious revivals which resulted in church growth and
the rise of reform movements such as
abolitionism and anti-Sabbatarianism.
The evangelist Jedidiah Burchard, a
contemporary of the famous preacher
Charles Finney, held several protracted
religious meetings between 1832 and
1834, in Homer, Binghamton, Ithaca,
and Auburn. Often these revivals
attracted businessmen such as William
Sherman, and we have to wonder
whether he attended or whether he
focused on his thriving business.
Between 1845 and 1851, one
of the buildings in the Sherman Block
became home to Francis Bicknell
Carpenter’s art studio. Carpenter,
a native of Homer, painted numerous presidential portraits and is most
well-known for his 1864 painting, The
First Reading of the Emancipation
Proclamation before the Cabinet. The
studio may have been located on
the second floor, according to Tom
Niederhofer. While the first building
suffered a fire that resulted in the loss
of the top floor and subsequent modi-

fications, the second building remains
intact and appears much as it did 160
years ago. Perhaps this is where young
Carpenter practiced his artistic skills. As
you pass by this old red brick building,
look up at the second story windows
and imagine Carpenter working busily
on the eleven portraits of the Cortland
Academy’s Board of Trustees.
After Carpenter left in 1851,
Sherman added two more buildings to
his block. When exactly these were built
must remain a mystery. While local histories suggest that one was constructed
between 1853 and 1855 and the other
in 1860, the evidence points to all four
buildings standing in 1855. (The second
set of buildings clearly bears the marks
of the Italianate style, popular in the
United States between 1840 and 1885,
with decorative brackets or modillions
underneath overhanging eaves.) As
you can see in the picture, “Sherman’s
Block,” there are four buildings - count
the windows and compare to the present day buildings standing. According
to Mindy Leisenring, the Director of the
Cortland County Historical Society, this
drawing appeared on the 1855 Map
of the Corporation of Homer, Cortland
County.

Interestingly, the second building, by 1855, served as the Masonic
Hall. Whether it had always been a
Masonic Hall raises some interesting
questions. Upstate New York during
the 1830s was a hotbed of antimasonic
shenanigans. Given the prominence of
the lettering on the building, we could
assume that William Sherman supported the Masons and, as a prominent wealthy businessman, probably
was a Mason himself, as were most of
the nation’s Founders. The “Sherman’s
Block” drawing also shows faintly that
at least one business in the third building was a millinery. Thus we know
where the ladies of Homer shopped
for their hats while their husbands
engaged in the secrets of Masonry
next door.
Respectfully submitted by Dianne
W. Cappiello. Information about the Homer
Exchange came from brief histories by
Pamela Poulin and Martin Sweeney. They
have conducted considerable research about
the Sherman properties. Information about
American architectural history can be found in
A Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia
and Lee McAlester. Tom Niederhofer provided
me with the Certified Sanborn Maps.
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Briggs Hall Historic Event at Winterfest
This first year event was well attended and plans to repeat
this historically themed open house, originally built in 1820 by
William Sherman, will be part of the annual Homer WinterFest
schedule in 2015.
Restaurant owner Randy Lewis offered a soup and sandwich
menu while local authors (Martin Sweeney and Mary Ann
Kane), signed books and shared historic Homer/Cortland narratives.
Selected artisans displayed pottery, vintage clothing , jewelry
and home spun textiles.

text and photos by Kathleen Beardsley
Martin Sweeney (l) and David Quinlan were on hand to discuss the history of the site

Distinguished guests greeted visitors to the WinterFest Briggs Hall “step into
the past” event. Standing on the Bridal staircase are from top to bottom: Amelia Stone Quinton (Stacey Anne Goldyn), Amelia Jenks Bloomer (Pam Poulan),
Matilda Barber (Kathleen Beardsley), and David Harum (John Ryan).

Linani's at the Manor owner Randy Lewis discusses the menu
offerings to Deonie and Ed Finkbeiner
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Making Connections
The year was 1801. An itinerant
minister and recent graduate of Yale,
Reverend Hugh Wallace was sanctioned by the Presbyterian Church to
enter the frontier of Central New York
with the intent of organizing churches
wherever the pioneers were receptive.
Reverend Wallace’s personal journal
makes mention numerous times of visiting Homer to meet in the homes
of these early settlers to help them
organize. After all, all New England
communities were organized around a
village green and some type of religious
meeting house. The book, Cortland
County and the Border Wars, by H.C.
Goodwin, states - “on the 12th day
of October, 1801, the Congregational
church of Homer was organized by Rev.
Hugh Wallace.” While Rev. Wallace
never lived in Homer, his time spent in
this tiny frontier village certainly had a
dramatic impact.
Asher Benjamin’s early pattern books
were often a tool used by builders
and carpenters. Most of Homer’s
early buildings on the village green
were taken directly from the pages of
Benjamin’s books which were first published in 1797.)
(The influence of early New England
neoclassical architecture was more
dramatic in Homer’s early years.)
Fast forward 183 years to 1984. A

104 YEARS

recent change is sales territory forced
me to relocate to somewhere in the
middle of the state. The priorities were
simple; a central location, easy access
to the highway, and affordable housing.
It was August. The morning fog was lifting from the bottom of the valleys and I
could just barely make out the exit sign
for Homer. I wasn’t very familiar with
Homer, but having travelled for work to
dozens of small villages in upstate New
York and the northeast, I anticipated that
I might find Homer to be similar. Those
were the days long before the internet
and Craigslist - the days when the only
resources were the local newspaper
or just going somewhere and driving
around, looking for signs – “apartment
for rent.” It was quickly apparent that
Homer was just the type of community I
was hoping to settle in, even if it was just
temporarily. Luckily for me, Homer had
become a bedroom community of historic homes and wide tree lined streets and
there were some great housing choices.
But there was something more about
Homer that I couldn’t quite put my finger
on. I suppose you’d say it was a feeling
- a connection that I couldn’t quite understand. Life became filled with work, travel, family, and weekend warrior house
projects. In whatever spare time I could
find, I dug into everything I could find to
learn about Homer’s early history – the
people, the place, and how the village

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045
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JOHN FINN

grew into the community that it is today.
Little did I know at the time that eventually I would discover a personal connection
to the village that had become home; and
yes, that very same Rev. Wallace that
helped found Homer’s First Religious
Society and was credited as organizing
Homer’s First Congregational Church
was one of my direct ancestors.
Rev. Wallace went on the organize
more than a dozen early churches
across Central NY and into the Finger
Lakes Region, eventually settling in the
Rochester area where he lived a long life
in service to others. Now, every time I
pass through historic villages in upstate

NY, I look for the early church buildings, wondering how he might have
had a hand in their founding, with Asher
Benjamin pattern book in hand.
Written by Russ Darr, a current member of
the Landmark Society of Cortland County,
Homer chapter

Do You Like to Write?
If you like to write, The Homer News would like to hear from you.
We always welcome submitted articles on most any subject.
If you have a hobby you would like to share, are interested in sports at the local
level, or just like to write fiction for fun, e-mail it to us and we will publish it as space
permits.
Youngsters are encouraged to use their imagination when writing, and so are those
who are not so young.
Of course, we require tastefully written pieces, since we are a family and community oriented newspaper.
Poetry is welcome too.
Send your work as a "word" file to:editor@thehomernews.com. If you send drawings or photos, send them as an attachment. Do NOT embed them in a "word" file,
as it makes them difficult to extract and reproduce.
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Silent Auction

1b14

and

Serving Food Daily
11:00 am - 7:00 pm
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For
Take-Outs

Saturday, February 15, 2014
5 pm - 8 pm
Homer American Legion
Adults: $7.00
Children 10 and under: $4.00

Presale Tickets Available,
or pay at the door
Benefit common fund for the Legion
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More Winterfest 14 . . .

Homer Cub Scout Pack 85

Homer American Legion Color Guard

Crown City Rollers - Roller Derby Club

Cortland Performing Arts Institute dancers
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Human Dog Sled Race at Winterfest 14

Team "Olaf" took second place in the Human Dog Sled Race at Winterfest 14.
Jenna Johnston, Aiden Walsh, and Grace Johnston pull Riley Ferris in the second heat
of the races.

