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First responders trained at the Homer Elementary School last week for an active shooter situation.
Cincinnatus Central Superintendent Todd Freeman (left) and Homer Superintendent Tom Turck (right) participating in the video training. More pictures and details on page 8
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Around
Town
Homer/Scott
Senior Center
Activities

Soil & Water
Conservation District
Offers Fish for Private
Pond Stocking
Rainbow trout, channel catfish, largemouth bass, sterile grass carp, fathead minnows, and fish food can now be ordered through Cortland County Soil and Water
Conservation District (SWCD) for private pond stocking. Orders must be received
by Friday, May 1st, 2020. Delivery will be made to the SWCD office parking lot
at the New York State Grange Building, 100 Grange Place, Cortland, on Saturday,
May 9th at 10:00 a.m. Order forms and instructions for pick-up can be obtained by
visiting our website at www.cortlandswcd.org, calling (607) 756-5991 or by writing to: SWCD, 100 Grange Place, Rm. 202, Cortland, NY 13045.

The Scott Senior Center is open
Tuesdays 8:00-3:30, please join us for
a delicious lunch withscrap booking
and card making every Tuesday at
12:30pm.
The Scott Senior Center serves
breakfast every Friday from 7-9:30
(center is open 6-1:30), menu varies.
Fridays we have knit and chat, and
coffee hour at 9:30, Mexican train
(dominoes) at 10:00.
The Homer Senior Center is open
Monday evening from 12:00 - 7:30pm,
dinner is served at 4:30, pitch starts at
5:30pm.
Pizza night is the 1st Monday of the
month. We play Wii every Monday
from 2:30-4:30.
On Wednesday and Thursday the
meal is served at 11:30, activities to
follow.
Brunch is the 4th Wednesday of the
month served from 10:00– 12:00.
Bone saver exercise is every
Wednesday and Friday from 1:303:30.
For questions or meal reservations
please contact Scott Center 749-7973
or Homer Center 749-2362

Sennightly Club
to Meet March 9

“SPRING THAW”
Antiques & Collectibles

FLEA MARKET
Dryden Fire Hall

Free Admission
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OOPS!

WE GOOFED

In the last issue of The Homer News we incorrectly identified the patrolman on
the passenger side of the police car. It is Charles "Heavy" Taylor, not Tom Davis.
We apologize for any confusion caused by the error.

A Presentation of Homer History as
Gleaned through the Stained-Glass
Lens of People Named on Windows in
the Homer Methodist Church from the
year 1912.
One of the Community Arts Challenge
winners is related to a name on one of
the windows dedicated to them!
Presentation in the sanctuary at 7:30
pm March 9, 2020
Donations will be collected for the
Homer Food Pantry housed at the
church: Suggested items include: jelly,
peanut butter, baked beans, canned vegetables, spaghetti sauce, pasta, canned
fruit, soup, snack bars and or any other
non-perishable goods! (In the month
of January, the Food Pantry was able to
help 14 families.)
Doors will be unlocked; lights and heat
will be on!
Sennightly hostesses Gail Bundy, Peg
Fritton and Kathryn Locke will be
ready to greet you!

Managing
Concerns
About Falls
If you or someone you know is limiting activity because of fear of falling,
the Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging has an informational class series
that might help. “A Matter of Balance:
Managing Concerns about Falls” can
help older adults remain more independent and improve their quality of life.

EVENTS
CALENDAR

This eight week class series is an
evidence-based program designed to
reduce the fear of falling and increase
activity levels among older adults.
Participants learn to set realistic goals
to increase activity, change their environment to reduce fall risk factors,
and learn simple exercises to increase
strength and balance.

As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: March 3, 2020 for the March
12, 2020 issue.

Ptl. Charles "Heavy" Taylor & Chief George Vernum, mid 1950's

Benson Davis Insurance

Homer News Ads Get Noticed
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Contact us today for your building needs!

Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC.
Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial
– Self-Storage – Commercial –
Reside al – Solid Core – Garages
CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770
Like us on Facebook
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077

Big or small, we
tackle it all!

Fear of falling can be as dangerous as
falling. Limiting activities can result in
physical weakness, making the risk of
falling even greater. Also, many older
adults experience isolation or depression when they limit their interactions
with family and friends.
This class series will be held on
Mondays from April 6 through June 1
from 2:30pm-4:30pm at the Cortland
Senior Center in the County Office
Building, 60 Central Avenue, Cortland.
Parking and the main entrance are at
the side of the building.
Prescreening and preregistration are
required. Call the Area Agency on
Aging at (607) 753-5060 to register
and for more information. This class
series is sponsored by the Cortland
County Area Agency on Aging.

Tell Our Advertisers

you saw their ad in
The Homer News
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Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Sold on Cortland County!

Seward Meets With Homer Veterans
ALBANY, 02/25/20 -- State Senator James L. Seward
(R/C/I – Oneonta) met today in Albany with American
Legion representatives from throughout the 51st Senate
District, including Michael McDermott and Francis
Riter from Homer Post 465. The meeting was part of
the American Legion Department of New York annual
legislative day.
“Our proud servicemen and women make great
sacrifices defending our rights and freedoms,” said
Senator Seward. “I was pleased to discuss their
concerns and learn more about legislation supported
by the American Legion. Now it’s my turn to go to
work for our veterans and take action on measures
that will better their lives – they’ve earned that
consideration and so much more.”
A long-standing advocate for veterans, Senator Seward
has fought for laws to assist veterans and helped secure
state budget funding to support valuable services from
mental health counseling to job training and many other
helpful topics.
Now, as the state budget debate intensifies, Senator
Seward will again be advocating for funding to support
vital programs important to veterans.

Senator James L. Seward (right) welcomes
Michael McDermott from Homer Post 465
to Albany during the American Legion
Department of New York annual legislative
day. McDermott is also the American Legion
of New York State Department Commander.

“One issue that stands out is the tragic increase in the number of suicides
among our veterans. While some steps have been taken, it is clear that more
state support is needed to help our veterans suffering from Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD) and other mental health issues,” Seward concluded.

110 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN
NEW LOCATION
19 N. Main St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHrLQWKH+RPHr([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG WHHNHQG+RXUV
&rHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[ $FFRXQW&DUGV $FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
19 N. Main St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

EhrHQ+H\Hr, PT'3T)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6WVW)ORRU+RPHr, NYZZZKH\HUSWFRP

Senator James L. Seward (right) welcomes
Francis Riter from Homer Post 465 to
Albany during the American Legion
Department of New York annual legislative
day.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

“Please Get Off the Phone, Bertha; I’m Trying to
Reach Burgett’s”
One hundred forty-four years ago, the idea of using a device to instantly chat
with someone anywhere in the world seemed impossible. Alexander Graham Bell’s
invention of the telephone in 1876 and his patents on transmitting equipment led to
the incorporation of the Bell Telephone Company in 1877 in Massachusetts. The
introduction of Bell’s machine at the Centennial Exhibition created interest and
awareness of the new system, convincing the earliest investors of the value of the
revolutionary technology. Originally, the telephone system connected users by a
single line from one point to another. The limitations of this arrangement quickly
became clear, and led to the introduction, in 1878, of the telephone switch and
central exchange (or switchboard with operators). With this arrangement, local
telephones within a service area were connected at the exchange to all others
served by the same provider, and through them, were eventually able to connect
with other exchanges to provide unlimited service.
Telephone service must have arrived in Cortland and the village of Homer
sometime around 1884. Homer’s Republican newspaper of December 18, 1884,
reported the line operated by the Cortland and Homer telephone exchange “has
worked admirably, and the management are entitled to much credit for the efficient service.” Ten years later, two telephone companies were in existence in the
Homer-Cortland area and beyond: The Empire State Telephone Company and the
Central New York Telephone Company. The former had less than 15 telephones
in Cortland and a half dozen in Homer. By May 1, 1897, a “List of Subscribers of
Cortland and Homer Telephone Exchange” showed 89 telephones connected to the
telephone exchange in Cortland and Homer. That number would be up to 13,000
by late 1959.
Telephone No. 1 was not listed in the 1897 directory, but 2 was the telephone
number of the Kellogg -Van Hoesen Law Office; 3 for Keator, Wells & Co.; 4
was the Cortland Forging Co.; and 5 the Wickwire Roller Mill. You could get a
horse-drawn ambulance by calling 61 and horse powered fire wagons by asking
the operator for 137. Some of the other enterprises with telephones were The First
National Bank (134), F. H. Cobb & Co. Wholesale Fruit and Confectionery (39),
Cooper Bros. Foundry (84), County Poor House (50), Democrat Printing Office
(41), D. L. & W. Freight Office (30), Electric Light Co. (11), Lehigh Valley (8),
Maxson & Starin’s Homer Coal Office (45), Police Office (137), Sheriff’s Office
(87), F. D. Smith Hardware (82), Standard Oil Co. of N. Y. (68), Standard Printing
Co. (52), Western Union (10), and Wickwire Bros. (36).
A telephone could operate on a desk or mounted upon a wall and be “wired”
to a telephone cable strung along poles by the roadside. The device consisted of
a transmitter and a listening device, and a crank to ring for the operator. At the
exchange, a “shield” would drop down for the number making the call, and the
operator would intone “Number, please.” The caller would give the number, and
the operator would plug the cord into the appropriately numbered hole on the
board of the party being called. At first, some men were hired as operators. They
performed the connections while standing before the switchboard. By the early
1900s, women were predominantly hired (having performed more reliably and
courteously), and they were seated before the board.
Among the instructions in a caller’s directory were: “Ring off when through
talking,” “Do not use the telephone during thunder storms,” “During conversation
face squarely the front of the transmitter with lips close to the opening,” “Any
telephone can be used to report a fire or call a doctor.” A telephone subscriber in
Cortland could call one in Homer for 10 cents. Little York was 15 cents, Preble
and Scott 20 cents, and a call to Virgil cost 15 cents. By the 1950s, all of these
points were toll free.
People residing outside the village without phones would often have to journey into town to a store or some other central location to be able to make and
receive calls. Eavesdroppers could hear you conduct your personal business as
you used a public phone. Switchboard operators who connected the calls were
known to sometimes invade people’s privacy. The early house-to-house phone
systems were often “party lines” on which several families would receive calls,
and neighbors were free to listen in and often chose to do so. It was not unusual
for a disgruntled caller to shout into the transmitter, “Bertha, will you get off the
phone. I know you are listening in!”
By February 2, 1901, the Cortland Home Telephone Company, operating out
of the Wickwire Block on Main Street in Cortland, advertised in the Cortland
Evening Standard that its service was “Not an Experiment; But a Success.”
They claimed they had more than 200 telephones connected and in operation 24
hours around the clock every day of the week. They announced that their Homer
exchange had about 40 advance subscribers and would be opened in a few days
and connected with the Cortland exchange. They touted that “Each telephone
is absolutely private. No party lines. $2 per month for business service. $1 per
month for residence service. A postal card will bring our solicitor to you, or you
are invited to call us up over the nearest telephone and try our service….” The
Cortland Home Telephone Co. was “owned and operated by home people. Dr.
Chas. D. VerNooy, Pres.; Calvin P. Walrad, V. Pres.; Herbert L. Smith, Sec’y; Geo.
J. Magrer, Treas.; Wlllard H. Jones, Mgr.” Christmas of 1901 saw the new technology figuring prominently in an entertainment put on for the Homer Congregational
Sunday school. The title was “Telephoning Santa Claus” (Cortland Evening
Standard, December 16, 1901).

On June 7, 1906, The Homer Republican reported that Homer was to have
a new telephone exchange. The entire second floor of the Homer National Bank
Block [now the Key Bank] had been leased by the Cortland Home Telephone
Company. Near the Pine Street side of the floor “a full lamp-signal, multiple
switch board” was to be installed with natural light from the windows coming
in over the operators’ shoulders. A public station was to be located on this floor,
along with “living rooms for a manager of the Homer exchange lines who will
look after repairs, etc.” Manager Bennett informed the newspaper that the completed exchange “will be first class and modern in every particular and a model
one for a town of Homer’s size. Work upon stringing the telephone cables which
are to replace largely the open wires now in use here, will be commenced within
the coming week.”
It took almost a year to complete the installation. Not until May 10, 1907,
did The Cortland Democrat announce that the “very modern and up-to-date”
telephone exchange in Homer “went into use on Saturday night last.” However,
the public was forewarned “The new board is quite different from the old one and
the operator will need some time to learn the new apparatus, so that the service
may be affected at first.”

Cortland County Historical Society photo

Early telephone service had an impact upon life in Homer, especially on the
conduct of business. Around 1908 (from an article in the Cortland Standard of
December 20, 1978), Burgett’s IGA at 7 S. Main Street became the sixty-first
phone in Homer. Its number was 61. A second phone was added, number 69, with
an extension from the office to the meat cutter in the back of the store. Operators at
the exchange were instructed to ring 69 automatically anytime 61 was busy. Later,
a third line was added, number 92. This led to the store’s slogan: “Three Phones,
Always Busy.” In those days, almost everyone with a phone called in their grocery
orders. Deliveries were made within minutes or hours by a horse-pulled wagon.
Remember, now, there was no refrigeration in this era, except for ice boxes in
families’ kitchens. So, prompt delivery of fresh produce was welcomed. You might
say it was the local forerunner of Amazon.com.
According to Howard W. Burden’s “History of the Homer Fire Department”
(in a 1975 booklet), sometime after 1908, a contract was drawn up between the
Telephone Company and the Homer Volunteer Fire Department for the fire alarm
to be rung from the exchange office when a call came in reporting a fire.
The Cortland Standard of April 8, 1909, reported that the number of local
telephone subscribers was expanding rapidly, and efforts were being made to gain
more. As an experiment for use of the long-distance toll lines, a little incentive was
put out. When the bills were sent out April 1, a coupon was enclosed with each
bill, entitling the holder to one free toll message that month to any point on the
lines of the Empire State or Central New York Telephone companies. These two
companies covered eighteen counties. The goal was to show “how easy it is to talk
with Watertown, for instance, or Utica or some other remote point….”
The Homer Republican of April 4, 1912, ran this blurb: “The Homer telephone
exchange is giving prompt and efficient service and its patrons ought to appreciate the good work of the telephone girls who are so prompt and courteous, sometimes under trying conditions, for they have to deal with all sorts and conditions
of cranks who never think telephone girls are entitled to courteous treatment.”
Operators worked nine-hour shifts, but that was reduced to eight in 1913.
In 1933, according to The
Homer Post of April 21, a survey
of the Homer exchange by the
New York Telephone Company
was conducted at the request of the
Homer Chamber of Commerce.
This was done in response to
several complaints being lodged
with the Chamber about the telephone service in Homer. A traffic
expert was brought in to look
over the situation. A few minor
changes were made, but the careful investigation revealed most of
the complaints “arose from the
condition which can be corrected
by the subscribers themselves.”
The condition was said to exist
on multi-party lines. A diplomatic
Cortland County Historical Society photo

Telephone continued page 6
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Telephone continued from page 4
and defensive solution was offered:
Thoughtlessness of the rights and conveniences of our neighbors too often
leads to over lengthy conversations, which upset a smooth working telephone service and bring inconvenience, which may be serious, to ourselves
as well as our fellow subscribers…. Most telephone subscribers are reasonable telephone conversationalists. They say what they have to say and get it
over. There still are those who…inconvenience others and disrupt the service
of a whole section of the country that daily calls the butcher, the baker, the
doctor and sometimes the ambulance and the fire company and that depends
upon instantly cleared lines to protect lives and property…. Let’s try as a
community to use our telephone system fairly. Then if we can’t get good
service, we’ll know we’re not at fault.
The survey found that 4,400 calls were made per day or about five calls a
day per telephone served by the Homer exchange. The peak hours of the day,
when the call load was greatest, were the hours between 9 a. m. and 10 a. m. and
6 p. m. to 7 p. m. These were local calls only. Toll calls were handled out of the
Cortland exchange. Besides the “busy wires” caused by over-long conversations
on party lines, the report explained the local exchange employed a small staff of
nine local girls trained to telephone work but due to the economic constraints of
the Depression “it had been necessary to reduce working hours to spread the work
among telephone-trained employees.” This was the same throughout the country,
officials said. The telephone company “has maintained a policy of spreading work
among employees rather than firing them….”
Miss Margaret Harris graduated Homer Academy in 1938. After a couple
months of training in Cortland, she started work as an operator at the Homer
exchange in September of 1941, just a few months before the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor. By then the telephone exchange over the bank was part of New York
Telephone Company. Margaret joined about ten women who manned 200 lines in
an eight-hour shift for twelve dollars a week. One woman worked the overnight
shift. With the end of World War II and the Depression, the pay increased markedly, and the number of lines increased steadily and reached 800. The work could
become “boring during slack times,” but Margaret found she liked best the camaraderie she enjoyed with her fellow workers. The downside of the job were such
“inconveniences” as having to work seven Christmases before having that religious
holiday off with family. Holidays and blizzards did not bring a halt to the need for
communication.
Today, Margaret Harris Fiske is a 99-year-old resident of Walden Place and
in possession of an amazing memory and an equally sharp wit. She can recall the
night of Friday, January 26, 1945, when the school across from the exchange was
engulfed in fire during a basketball game and everyone evacuated safely. She says,
“The event caused us to be busier than usual at the board but not as bad as we
anticipated.” Margaret can readily recall the names of other Homer and Cortland
operators – names like Charlotte Angel, Aletha Crosley, and Linda Belden.

With a twinkle in her eye, she recalls Denis Hartnett, the confirmed bachelor
who spent over four decades stringing wires inside and cables outside for the company, installing phones, making repairs, and making friends. Margaret agreed he
was “a character” who in the early days of his career would hop up on his wagon
seat, slap the reins, and give the horse a verbal command, “Commence!” And off
the Irishman would go to commence his workday of climbing telephone poles and
being the face of the company. She laughingly told of how “The girls would cajole
Deny into buying us ice cream sundaes on hot summer days.” Deny retired after
45 years of being “Mr. Telephone” in Homer. The genial William G. Crandall,
whose real estate agency overlooked the Green, placed an ad of appreciation in
a local paper citing Deny’s many years of “accented, booming, happy tone of
big-hearted, courteous, good nature….” The Bell Telephone System included the
tribute in a nationally-run ad and added “The story of Deny Hartnett illustrates the
local character of the telephone business” – a business not distant “but right on
the main street…managed and operated by home-town people.” Deny, who took
his meals at Denny Cashion’s Diner between the fire station and the American
Legion, retired when dial service came into use.
As of Nov. 27, 1952 (as cited in the November 20, 2002, issue of the Cortland
Standard), work had begun on an expansion of the Homer central telephone office
“to take care of the needs of telephone users here until the dial service is introduced.” This was announced by Kenneth R. Archibald, “manager here for the New
York Telephone Company.”
A new building was constructed at 58 N. Main Street (now owned by
Verizon). It housed the “Pioneer” dial equipment, and there was to be an open
house on January 14 and 15, 1954, between the hours of 2-5 PM and 7-9 PM.
A cable splicing display was to be on view in a tent next to the telephone office.
Homer school children were invited to the open house as well as the general
public. Phone service and its employees were in transition across the land. Only
a change in technology could keep pace with the mushrooming demand for telecommunication services.
And so, we come to December 4, 1959. On this date The Cortland Democrat
reported that the “well preserved ‘List of Subscribers of Cortland and Homer
Telephone Exchange’” dated May 1, 1897, had been presented to Kenneth
Archibald, telephone manager, by W. W. Doolittle, a retired executive of the company, then living in Binghamton. The directory in turn was destined to be loaned
by Mr. Archibald to the Cortland County Historical Society. At that point, early
telephone companies and switch board operators in Homer were consigned to the
pages of history… but their dedicated service must not be forgotten.

Thanks goes to Don Lawson of Homer for suggesting research be done
on early telephone service in Homer and to Margaret Fiske (daughter
of Homer’s former local historian R. Curtis Harris and sole survivor of
the Homer Class of 1938) for an amazing and most helpful interview on
February 5, 2020.

Telephone lineman, prepared to "hoof it" through the snow.
From Martin Sweeney's collection

Cortland County Historical Society photo
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

The To-Be-Read List
When it comes to reading, my eyes
are bigger than my available time to
read. I check out ten books and bring
seven back unread. My office at home
has every shelf packed double and
there are piles of books scattered across
the floor, because much to someone’s
annoyance, I purchase more books than
I’ll be able to read in my lifetime.
According to Nassim Nicholas Taleb,
the author of The Black Swan: The
Impact of the Highly Improbable, I
don’t have to feel guilty about this anymore. Taleb wrote, in his 2007 book, “a
private library is not an ego-boosting
appendage but a research tool. Read
books are far less valuable than unread
ones.” And no, I haven’t read the book
yet, I just keep hearing the quote.
Piles of unread books, apparently,
have a way of keeping us humble. They
are reminders of all the things we don’t
know yet. They are incentives to be
lifelong learners. The list of books that
I still want to read just keeps growing,
because, of course, people keep writing
them. Publishers keep publishing them.
New understandings and insights are
all around us. Old ideas are taken out
and dusted off and reexamined. There’s
no end to things to read, study, and
learn. Hopefully, old minds can learn
new tricks, but even if that is hard –
there’s a growing pile of unread books
everywhere I look to remind me, I don’t
know everything yet.
Looking for something new to read?
Try How to Do Nothing: Resisting the
Attention Economy by Jenny Odell,
The Mutual Admiration Society: How
Dorothy Sayers and her Oxford Circle
Remade the World for Women by
Mo Moulton, or Pity the Reader: On
Writing with Style by Kurt Vonnegut
and Suzanne McConnell. Even if you
don’t get them read, just having them
on your to-read list might be enough
incentive to keep learning and growing
no matter how old you are.

What’s New at the Library?
Library Podcast
The library’s podcast, Teatime at the
Library has some new episodes. Follow
the link to the podcast from our website or Facebook page and join us for
conversations about happenings at the
library and the love of reading.

Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time with Miss Ashley
meets on Wednesdays at 10:30 am. This
fun program for children from infants to
pre-school age meets every Wednesday

morning when school is in session.
There is no program on snow days or
school vacation.
March 4th - Wild Animals
March 11th - Under the Sea
March 18th - High in the Sky
March 25th - Rhyme Time

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade story
and activity time is on Tuesday afternoons from 3:25 pm to 4:15 pm. We
meet right after school any Tuesday
that school is in session. This is a fun
program with stories, crafts, games, and
songs.
March 3rd – Moon Science
March 10th – Fish
March 17th - Horses
March 24th – Trees
March 31st – Color and Crayons

Popcorn and a Movie
Join us on Friday, Feb. 28th for a showing of Abominable at 6:00 pm. This animated family film is rated PG. Please
remember the library closes at 6 pm, so
be sure to get here ten minutes before
the movie starts. Registration is preferred.

Lego Club
Lego club for K through 2nd grade will
be Monday, March 2nd from 3:30 to
4:30 pm. The 3rd through 5th grade is
Monday, March 9th from 3:45 till 4:45
pm. You don’t have to register. Just
come and build!

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children
Our TEchExplorers program for K-8th
graders includes Cubelets, Little Bits,
Osmo, and other fun technological gadgets for learning robotics, electronics,
and coding. TEchExplorers meets on
most Thursdays from 6-7 pm. Meetings
in March will be March 4th, 12th, 19th
and 26th. Please pre-register for the
whole month. Family members are welcome to participate with their children.
This program is funded by a generous
donation from a community member.

A Courageous Conversa on About
Race - coming in March
You are invited to participate in a “Courageous Conversation About Race”
taking place at the library Wednesdays
from March 4th through April 1st. This
program will give participants an opportunity to learn about and discuss this
important issue. Topics will include:

The History of Racism; Understanding
White Privilege; Anglo-Saxon Identity,
The Black Body, and Manifest Destiny;
The Value Gap; Everyday Racism in a
“Post-racial” World; Learning About
Implicit Bias and Micro-aggressions,
and Discovering the Diﬀerence Between Being Non-racist and Anti-racist.
The conversations will take place on
Wednesdays from March 4 to April 1
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Please call the
library at 607-749-4616 to pre-register!
The facilitator for this series is Rev.
Gary T. Smith, Racial Justice Coordinator for the NY Conference of the United
Church of Christ, and Associate Pastor
for Faith Formation at Homer Congregational Church. PLEASE NOTE: This
is NOT a religious program. It focuses
solely on the societal issue of racism, its
history, and how it still deeply impacts
our communities today.

MakerSpace at the Wonder and
Discovery Center
Stop in as a family or individual to use
our tech toys, gadgets, and tools in the
MakerSpace. You can use Cubelets,
littleBits, LEGOs, and Keva Blocks to
build gadgets and learn about technology. You can even sign up to use our
3D Printer. For the month of March,
the MakerSpace will be open on Friday
afternoons from 3:30 to 5 pm instead of
Wednesdays evenings. The MakerSpace
will also be open on Saturday, March 7th
from 10:30 until noon.

Tech Help

Presenters Meghan Aagaard and Lynn
Olcott will offer writing exercises designed to ignite the wonderful short stories that participants have within them.
Concluding the series on March 28th is
a workshop on personal essays entitled
“See Your Life as Story: On Writing
a Personal Essay.” Librarian and columnist Priscilla Berggren-Thomas will
offer exercises to open reflection on our
life experiences that helps us discover
personal and universal meanings.
Registration starts on Feb. 28th.

Fiction, Food, and Flick
This unique, twice-monthly program
includes a book discussion, viewing
of the movie based on the book, and a
chance to try one dish or snack that the
characters in the story eat. Come for just
the book discussion, just the food and
flick, or for both.
The book/movie for March is True Grit
by Charles Portis. We’ll be discussing
the book on March 17th at 6 pm and
we’ll watch the 2010 movie version on
March 24th at 6 pm.

Library Board of Trustees
Openings
Love the library? Skilled in fundraising,
advocacy, or technology? The board of
trustees is accepting applications for
new board members. We are looking
for people dedicated to the community,
who believe in libraries, and have skills
in policy development, building and
grounds, fundraising, grant writing, and
financial management. To apply fill out
the application form at https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/75VBP5R

Do you need help downloading ebooks
and audiobooks to your Nook, Kindle,
or iPad? Want help with an online
job application? Tech help is available Thursdays from 6 to 8 pm. Tech
help will also be available on Saturday,
Library Board of Trustees Meeting
March 7th from 1 -2 pm.
The library board will meet in March
on Monday, March 16th at 7 pm. Please
Writing Workshop Series – coming note this is a week earlier than the usual
in March
Library Board meeting date.
Swing into spring with a workshop series designed especially for local writers. All workshops are 10:30 a.m. to
noon on successive Saturdays. Workshop are open to teens and adults, new
writers and seasoned writers alike.
On Saturday March 14, author Nancy
Dafoe will present a workshop entitled
“Grab My Attention and Keep It.” This
workshop will look deeply into novelwriting, in particular the skillful use of
conflict in crafting the plot. Dafoe is author of the literary murder mystery Both
End in Speculation and the forthcoming
Murder on Ponte Vecchio, which will be
available in July 2020.
On March 21st the focus will
be on briefer pieces in a workshop titled “Write Your Favorite Short Story.”

For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

A gift subscription to The
Homer News will help keep
your out-of-town friends and
relatives informed. $36/year
for 1st Class Mail. Call 7492613
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This year Homer Police Department was the host agency for the
county-wide active shooter training. Officers from the Cortland
County Sheriff's, Cortland City Police, University Police, State
Police and Environmental Conservation Police participated in
the training along with members from the Cortland, Homer and
Cortlandville Fire Departments, Cortland County Department
of Emergency Response and Communications (911 Center) and
TLC Ambulance. The training was held between February 19th
and February 22nd at the Homer Elementary School. Homer
School Resource Officer (SRO) Giles was the lead instructor for
this training.
School administrators from Homer, McGraw, Marathon,
Cincinnatus and Tully also participated in the training.
Administrators assisted in the command post during the scenarios and afterwards they talked with law enforcement about their
own schools and their respective plans. It is unfortunate that this
type of training is needed, but it prepares everyone for the worse.
The Mayor and Village Board of Homer support this program
provided by Police Chief Robert Pitman, his department, and the
cooperating agencies and organizations.
Law enforcement officers and agencies are frequently requested
by schools, businesses, and community members for direction
and presentations on what they should do if confronted with an
active shooter event. The Village of Homer Police Department
offers a Civilian Response to Active Shooter Events course
(CRASE). The course is designed to provides strategies, guidance and a proven plan for surviving an active shooter event.
Topics include the history and prevalence of active shooter
events, civilian response options, medical issues, and considerations for conducting drills. There is no charge for this course,
it’s a service that is offered to groups or organizations by the
police department as well as by the Cortland County Sheriff’s
Office. Village groups or organizations can contact the Homer
Police Department at 607-749-2028 to schedule a course and
outside the village can contact the sheriff’s office at 607-7533311.
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Jaff Harris:
More on 1800's
Homer Police
Don,
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editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
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FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be March 12, 2020.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is March 3, 2020.

As so often happens with Martin
Sweeney’s articles, his latest one, a history of the Village Police Department,
sent me to the bookcase for my father’s
binder of news articles of years past.
The name William Shirley, the title
Protective Police (associated with the
number 1) interested me. Here’s what
I found.
“HR - Dec. 1878. The constables
were busy. The Cayuga St. hoodlums
were warned to keep quiet or Officer
Shirley would act. Hoodlums broke
loose in the upper part of the Village,
but Officer Shirley put in a vigorous
appearance, ironed two of them and
took them to jail (in Cortland).”
“CD - April 1885- The Trustees of
the Village of Homer have ordered a
new iron lockup...to be placed in the
engine house....has two bunks. In June
the Democrat observes: Homer has an
iron cage to incarcerate her unruly citizens......It should be a large one!”
Now for the number 1.
A few years ago at the Cortland
County Historical Society I was processing a donation for our collection. It
was a police hat similar to the old fashioned English tall round “Bobbie”, and
this hat had a number 1 on it.
The Village minutes of Jan. 1888.
“The Protective Police change their
number from 6 to 1.”
“Dec. 2, 1898. The Protective Police
#1 disbanded on their own request.
The owner of hat with #1 was George
Downing, appointed police officer in
June, 1905 “...at $40 per month until
October first.”
The hat donor was June Lonergan
Spencer.
Many thanks to Martin for keeping life
interesting!
Jaff Harris




 
 
 
  
 

   

A Widow’s Walk
A beautiful young woman with long hair and green eyes
A young man so handsome, a smile like no other
Wed at Saint Mary’s then said their good byes
A deckhand on a schooner, just like his father

Caroline Myrdek

Keegan Coughlin

And waiting for his return she would stand
At the living room window and pray
A mother’s life filled with laughter and lullabies
A handsome young son with a smile like his father
A daughter so beautiful with long hair and green eyes
Both adored dearly, no other love was greater

Angelo Catalano

Nick Cortese

Michael Perehinec

And waiting for his return they would kneel
At the bedroom window and pray
Then one fall day, on a run before the freeze
The Great Lake surged and wrought an evil storm
The schooner went down, no words could ease
All souls were lost, the loved ones to inform
And waiting for his return she would pace
Along the widow’s walk and pray
The boy is grown up, the daughter too and in love
With a young man so handsome, a smile like no other
Walking down the aisle, Father watching from above
Following in the footsteps of her devoted and cherished mother
By D.B. Alverson
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Music Art Luthiery & Design
)LQH6ROR*XLWDULVW &RQVLJQPHQW
0XVLF$UUDQJHU
IRU/RFDO
6HVVLRQ3OD\HU
Artists
*XLWDU%DVV DQ\ 8VHG
6WULQJHG,QVWUXPHQW ,QVWUXPHQWV
3LDQR

5HSDLU 5HVWRUH :RRG
$Q\6WULQJHG 

'HVLJQV

,QVWUXPHQWV

/D\RXW

3LDQR7XQLQJ 

3ODQQLQJ

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300

5HIXUELVKPHQW

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

607-662-5192

12c17

12b17

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Open
Year ‘Round

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 6 pm
Sun. 11 am - 4 pm
5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

www.andersonsmkt.com

607

our Facebook
Hot Lunches are back!! Check
page for daily specials

Lots of fresh LOCAL produce & APPLES
Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

NEED WATER?

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008
cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291
Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

Pat Hill Community Building
FREE Estimates and On-Site Review
Reasonable Rates • Prompt Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

12b16

Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967
info@oldehomerhouse.com

WELLS • WATER CONDITIONING • PUMPS

Since 1968

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

Elizabeth Brewster House

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

Heritage Realty

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 -

7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell
5b19

0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

.
..
.

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613

1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045

607-753-1714

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR
CAR REPAIR
NYS
INSPECTIONS
ALIGNMENTS
"BIG and small,
we fix them all"

JIM FERRIS
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.
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Publication Schedule

VOL

10
10
10
10
10
10
10

ISS

19
20
21
22
23
24
25

PUB DATE

3/12/2020
3/26/2020
4/9/2020
4/23/2020
5/7/2020
5/21/2020
6/4/2020

DEADLINE

3/3/2020
3/17/2020
3/31/2020
4/14/2020
4/28/2020
5/12/2020
5/26/2020

THEME: CANDY
ACROSS
1. Unfathomably deep chasm
6. Lawyer group
9. Factoid
13. Non-flat area
14. Loquacious person’s gift
15. Member of clergy
16. Kitty sounds
17. Mesozoic one
18. All thumbs
19. *Who’s Pieces?
21. *Life ____
23. Comic book cry
24. Evening in Roma
25. Boar’s mate
28. Bank deposit
30. Actress Ali or singer Tim
35. Flying saucers
37. Yeahs’ opposers
39. One of the Muses
40. Ancient region of western Europe
41. *Sweet bear
43. In a little while, old-fashioned
44. Like a neon sign
46. Fashion’s “New Look” inventor
47. Weasel’s cousin
48. Cash in credit card points, e.g.
50. “Good grief!”
52. The Old Man’s turf
53. Tucked in
55. Sine ____ non
57. *”Gimme a break” bar
60. *Egg with a surprise
63. Southwestern hut
64. Step on it
66. Small Asian ungulate
68. What radiology and biology have
in common
69. Chihuahua’s cry
70. a.k.a. Ernest?
71. Japanese money, pl.
72. Blitzed
73. Industrious
DOWN
1. Similar to an adder
2. View from a moving train
3. Yesteryear
4. Shopping ____
5. Creates disorder
6. Forever and a day
7. *Hershey made the first American
milk chocolate one
8. Belittle
9. Have supper
10. Tennis serving whiz
11. Memorial Day solo
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FREE

New C4ARTs Mural

Jr. High
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g

FREE

THE HOMER NEWS

The Homer News was started in 2010 as a bi-weekly newspaper to serve the Town and Village of Homer. The circulation
has grown from 3000 copies to 4200 copies in the past 7
years.
There is now an opportunity for a new owner to build on the
established advertising base to provide a substantial income
while providing a valuable and appreciated service to the
readers in the area. Modest investment required. Current
owner will aid in the transition after the sale.
Reply your interest to: Editor, The Homer News, P.O. Box
125, Homer, NY 13077
12. “The ____ of Racing in the Rain”
15. Fast and lively
20. Increasing
22. Location of ulna
24. Hindered
25. *Principal candy ingredient
26. Allowed into a bar, e.g.
27. Past tense of will
29. Glorify
31. SI unit of mass
32. Raja’s wife, pl.
33. Do penance
34. *Famous fictional bar
36. ____ gin
38. Smoke plus fog
42. Baghdad resident
45. Not strongly
49. CEO’s deg.
51. Fertilized
54. C2H5
56. “J’____” by #46 Across
57. Green superfood
58. Desktop picture
59. Facebook photo links
60. Not disregarded, as in a promise
61. Marine eagle
62. Surprise at a speakeasy
63. *Almond-induced state
65. Cardinal 3
67. Bovine hangout

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
February 13
Puzzle

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE
Lawn Mowing; Junk Removal; Clean
Outs, Houses & Barns; Pressure
Washing, Houses & Decks; Gutter
Cleaning; Driveway Sealing; Spring
Cleanups;
Mulching;
13
Yard
Dumpsters for rent; Much More. Fully
Insured, Reasonable Rates. 607-2994676
4b20

CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS - 13
Yard dumpsters available, cleanouts,
junk removal, construction debris.
Commercial, Residential. Fully
Insured. Reasonable Rates. Owner Shane Keep. 607-299-4676
4a20
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Summer Youth Mural
Program Supported by
Cortland Community
Service Club

Four years ago, under the direction of Ty Marshall, Director of the
Homer Center for the Arts, a program was started to involve area youth in the
art of designing and making murals. The results of this project could be used
for both stage productions as well as signage around the Center itself. Over the
years this annual program has grown to included at least a dozen students ages
12 to 18.
To helps support this program and others sponsored by the Center for
the Arts, including supporting free student performances at the Center, the
Cortland Community Service Club (CCSC) has provided funding over the
years. This clubs primary purpose is to support youth programming needs of the
greater Cortland Community. The most visible project of this organizations is
the annual Corn-Ducky Derby held on the first Saturday in May each year since
1997. Since its inception the Derby has funded area youth programs in excess
of $331,000.
This Summer Youth Mural Program is open to area youth (ages 12 to 18)
with applications for the summer of 2020 currently on-line at www.center4art.
org. There is no cost to the student for participating. Recent instructors in the
program have been Brookley Spanbauer of the Homer Central School District
Art Department and professor Bryan Thomas of SUNY Cortland. Students in
the project planned, implemented and evaluated each project through completion. Interested prospective students can see the results of last summers class by
visiting the Center for the Arts on Main Street in downtown Homer.
Shiela Ryan, Assistant Director for the Center for the Arts, feels “that
the visitors to the Center feel a real joy to seeing the art because it is made by
area students and much of it has a utility of improving the appearance of both
the exterior and interior of the Center itself. Also, students benefit from the
high quality of faculty instruction which enhances their self esteem as well as
their skills and knowledge in the arts.” Artistic innovation, creative problem
solving and the opportunity of act as creative leaders are the hallmarks of this
program. Ryan stated that some of the area participants in the 2019 program
were: Brady Coffin, Hannah Bowens, Leah Bowens, El Williams, Gavin JeanBaptiste, Riley Ferris, Elise Wagner, and Maddy Albright.
Local individuals who wish to participate in the Corn-Ducky Derby by
joining the Cortland Community Service Club are welcome and should contact
Jim Nichols, membership chairman, at jimnichols@yahoo.com.

Issue 18

Road Salt Application
Technology Update

(StatePoint) Last year's long and brutal winter depleted road salt supplies
throughout much of the U.S. As a
result, a number of cities have experienced significant price spikes when
placing their salt orders this year. At
a time when experts are highlighting
the environmental and infrastructural
damage caused by excessive salt use
on roads, new technologies are helping American communities reduce
their growing dependence on salt,
while still keeping roads safe.
The U.S. spreads up to 22 million
tons of salt per year, a large portion
of which finds its way into rivers,
streams and soil. Numerous environmental groups and universities have
documented the tremendous damage
that road salt does to soil conditions,
water quality and wildlife. What’s
more, excessive road salt also damages roads and bridges, creating the
need for millions of dollars’ worth of
repairs nationwide every year.
Experts say all this salt is not necessary, pointing to Europe where, thanks
to smarter technologies, less salt is
spread on roads without comprising
safety, even in countries with significant snowfall.
“The U.S. lags Europe by at least
a decade in the adoption of smart
salt spreading technologies,” says
Marcus Scherer, senior vice president
of research and development for Aebi
Schmidt, manufacturer of Swenson
smart spreaders. “Heavier, wetter salt
sticks where it is put down and jumpstarts the melting process. However,
we still see some municipalities in
the U.S. using dry salt, which is highly inefficient because it bounces or
blows off the road before it has a
chance to work. Even those U.S. cities that do use wet salt primarily use a

mixture that’s less efficient than those
used in Europe -- as little as a 5% brine
mixture in the U.S. as compared with
Europe’s 70:30 ratio which includes
30% brine.”
Scherer goes on to explain that most
salt spreaders currently on the road
in the U.S. cannot handle the preferred mixture used in Europe, largely
because their pumps and tanks aren't
large enough to accommodate the
additional brine. In addition, they don't
offer precision placement technologies
that carefully and consistently spread
salt on the primary driving surfaces.
Instead, they randomly drop excessive
amounts of salt.
Experts say that smarter salt spreaders offer a variety of spreading patterns
to cover multiple lanes simultaneously,
allowing for greater coverage in less
time so that salt trucks don't need to
make multiple passes to sufficiently
clear the roads. As a result, roads can
be driven on safely without delay,
reducing labor time and related costs,
which is attractive to budget-strapped
municipalities.
According to Scherer, several cities
in the U.S. have already incorporated
smart Swenson spreaders into their
fleets and have documented salt and
labor savings as high as 35%. Such
success opens the door to additional
testing in other markets, especially
given the public's increased focus on
the environmental impact of road salt
and the growing burden of rising salt
prices on city and department of transportation budgets.
As road salt takes its annual toll,
experts say it’s time to stop oversalting U.S. roads. Luckily, new technologies are making it possible to keep
roads safe in budget-friendly and environmentally responsible ways.

