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Homer Police Dep't. Sponsors FBI
Training at Living History Center

Around
Town
Homeville
Museum
Postpones
Event
Honoring
VietNam
Veterans

On October 12, 2020, Officers from the Homer Police Department and over 80 other officers from the
Central New York area attended interview and interrogation training that was held at the Central New
York Living History Center.
The training was brought to the area by FBI Special Agent James Markovich, who is assigned to the FBI
Ithaca field office, along with officers from the Homer Police. The training was presented by FBI Special
Agent Martin Woods from FBI’s headquarters in Washington D.C.
During the training officers learned different interview techniques that will aid them in serving the public
better.
A special thanks to the Central New York Living History Center for allowing us the use of their facility
for this training. Due to overwhelming response to the program, there was not enough room at the original
site selected for the program. The CNY Living History Center stepped up and offered their facilities.
This is just another example of the cooperation that exists among members of the Cortland-Homer community.
Special thanks also to the Vietnam Veterans Chapter 377 for serving us lunch.

All AARP Smart Driver Classes Canceled
Thru April 30, 2020 due to COVID-19. Classes may resume in May 2020

Benson Davis Insurance

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

5RXWH+RPHr1<

Contact us today for your building needs!

Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC.
Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial
– Self-Storage – Commercial –
Reside al – Solid Core – Garages
CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770
Like us on Facebook
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077

Big or small, we
tackle it all!

The Homeville Museum has reluctantly
decided to postpone this year's Honoring
Vietnam Veterans event, which was
to have been held on March 30 at the
CNY Living History Center. We had
never even completed sending out publicity for it, since we've been wrestling
with this decision. However, we had
posted it on of webpage, Facebook and
emailed out posters.

Blood Drive April
11 at Homer
Methodist Church
NOTE: As of Noon, March 25,
2020 we have NOT been told if the
Blood Drive is cancelled.
For up-to-date information, call

1-800-RED-CROSS. The need
for blood has not diminished.
The Homer Community Blood
Drive will be held Saturday, April
11th, from 8am to 1:00pm, at
the Homer First United Methodist
Church, 16 Cayuga Street(on the
Green)
A Double Red Cell Collection
unit will be available at this drive
for type A-,B-,AB-, and O.
Amazon is thanking donors during the month of April with a $5.
Amazon.com Gift Card by email.
Donors - get good night’s sleep,
hydrate, and streamline your donation experience and save up to 15
minutes by visiting RedCrossBlood.
org/RapidPass to complete your
pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of your
appointment.
Anyone who wishes to donate
should call and make an appointment at 1-800-RED-CROSS or
go to: www.redcrossblood.org
Folks with appointments are given
first priority, but walk-ins are welcome.
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Obituary
Charles F. Roberts
Charles F. Roberts, teacher, performer, and conductor, passed
away March 14, 2020. He was born
September 28, 1925, in Dansville,
New York. After serving in the U.S.
Army, he returned to the Eastman
School of Music in Rochester, NY
where he completed his bachelor’s
degree in 1949. During his junior
year at Eastman, he married Patricia
Gray, his loving wife of 72 years,
who survives him.
His career of public music teaching and administration began in
Homer, NY, and continued at Greece
Central School District, a suburb
of Rochester. In 1959 he earned a
Master’s degree at Ithaca College,

was appointed an adjudicator for the
New York State Music Association,
and was honored with the Homer,
NY, school yearbook dedication.
In September, 2019, for his 94th
birthday, with the assistance of this
newspaper, he received an outpouring of letters of appreciation and
remembrance from past students. He
was proud of building exceptional
symphonic and marching Bands for
Homer Central School District, following his students from grade three
through graduation. Throughout
his high school music career his
symphonic bands were consistently
awarded the highest ratings. He frequently served as guest conductor
for various NYS music festivals and
was honored to be selected as guest

Bob Pascal

10b20

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com

NEW LOCATION
19 N. Main St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
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2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
19 N. Main St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike
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EhrHQ+H\Hr, PT'3T)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
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conductor of the US Navy Band.
After retirement he continued
playing in his jazz combo around
Orlando, as well as golf and duplicate bridge. Above all he was proud
of his family, their goals, successes,
their happiness, and love for each
other.
He and Pat are parents of sons
Geoffrey (wife Ann) and James
(wife Betul) and daughters Susan
Meier (husband Dale) and Rebecca
Weiss. Between these four children
he is blessed with ten grandchildren,
two great grandsons, and two great
granddaughters. His family has provided him with many years of pleasure and pride.
Condolences can be sent to Patricia
Roberts, 1111 S, Lakemont Ave, Apt.
809, Winter Park, Florida, 32792.

Sold on Cortland County!

Homer/Scott
Senior Center
Activities
All Senior Center activities for Homer
and Scott have been Cancelled until
further notice due to the Covid 19
pandemic.
Check with the Cortland Couty
Nutrition Program for information on
delivered meals to Sr. Citizens.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: March 31, 2020 for the April 9,
2020 issue.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

The Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918-19
Given the recent, rampant spread
of the coronavirus, or COVID-19, one
may hearken back to a pandemic of just
a little over one hundred years ago. In
World War I, neutral Spain was the first
to report flu deaths in its newspapers,
so commentators soon nicknamed the
pandemic “Spanish flu.” However, the
exact origins of the global pandemic
still remain a mystery. Ironically, some
experts believe it may have originated
in China. Sound familiar? Yet, some
studies indicate a U.S. origin, perhaps
in hog farms in Kansas followed by
camps of soldiers in Kansas readying
for shipment “over there” to the Great
War in Europe.
The influenza pandemic commenced in 1918 and by the spring of
1919 had sickened an estimated onethird of the world’s population and
may have killed as many as 50 million
people. It claimed more lives in a single
year than either the First World War
or the four-year-long bubonic plague,
or “Black Death,” that swept through
Europe and Asia in the Middle Ages.
According to today’s Center for
Disease Control and Prevention, that
influenza pandemic was caused by an
H1N1 virus with genes of avian origin.
In the United States, it was first identified in military personnel in the spring
of 1918. It is estimated that about
675,000 deaths occurred in the United
States. Mortality was high then in people younger than 5 years old, 20-40
years old [the age of U.S. “doughboys”], and 65 years and older. The high
mortality in healthy people, including
those in the 20-40-year age group, was
a unique feature of that pandemic. With
no vaccine then to protect against influenza infection and no antibiotics to treat
secondary bacterial infections that can
be associated with influenza infections,
control efforts worldwide were limited
to non-pharmaceutical interventions, as
is the case now with COVID-19. Those
interventions included isolation, quarantine, good personal hygiene, use of
disinfectants, and limitations of public
gatherings, which were applied unevenly. It has been pointed out that St. Louis
fared better than Philadelphia because
they did a better job of practicing these
interventions. St. Louis shut down, but
Philly hosted a wartime parade, which
200,000 people packed the sidewalks to
view. Therein lies a lesson for all of us.
What was lacking then but not now was
the rapid means of educating communities on how to mitigate against human
to human transmission. Of course, with
faster means of transportation now,
communicable contagions spread more
rapidly than a hundred years ago.
It is interesting to look at a small
sampling of the news coverage of
the pandemic of 1918 in the Homer
Republican. This is from the issue of
Thursday, August 1, 1918:
“Is the world face to face
with another international epidemic of influenza, commonly known
in America as ‘the grippe?’ The
obnoxious disease first became

epidemic in Spain a few months
ago. Even King Alfonso fell victim to it. Hardly a city or town in
Spain escaped. Then it spread to
Germany, and the German army
became infected. So widespread
was the epidemic in Hunland that
the delay in resuming the German
drive on the Western front has been
ascribed to it. Now the influenza
has spread to England, and whole
counties are suffering from it. The
epidemic has reached the midlands,
schools have been closed to prevent
its further spread and many mines
and factories are in danger of shutting down. It seems likely that the
epidemic will soon assume the proportions of a panic, as in Spain and
Germany. Will the disease spread
to the United States and cripple
this country’s war industries also?
The present prevalence of the disease is the most widespread since
the worldwide epidemic of 1889,
when every country on the globe
was affected. There were recurring
epidemics in 1893, 1894, and 1895,
but they were viewed as recrudescences of the persisting epidemic
of several years before. The grippe
plague seems to have no system
in spreading itself. It jumps from
one country to another, over seas
and mountains. That was the case
in 1899. In the present epidemic
it has jumped from France over
the English Channel to England.
Of course, there is always more
or less of grippe in America, both
winter and summer. But English
physicians are warning their brothers in the United States to be on
the lookout for a real epidemic.
Influenza is extremely infectious
and is caused by a microbe known
to scientists as “Pfeiffer’s bacillus.”

The fact that it has a German name
is no guaranty that its present spread
is due to a German plot to make the
whole world sick, for Germany was
one of the first nations attacked.
Everybody knows -- to his sorrow
-- the symptoms of the disease, and
it is important, if the spread is to be
checked, to consult a physician and
dose up with quinine immediately
they are felt coming on.”
Two months later, the Homer
Republican began to report daily the
names of those in the community who
had come down with the flu and the
names of those who had died from the
malady. The October 3, 1918, paper, for
example, announced the death of Mrs.
Harold Andrews:
F. M. and W D. Briggs were
called to Syracuse as undertakers,
this morning, by the death of Mrs.
Harold Andrews, wife of the son of
O. B. Andrews [prominent grocer]
of this village. It is reported that
her death was due to influenza, but
no particulars could be learned here
this morning. The remains will be
brought to Homer for burial but
when could not be learned.
Seven days later, subscribers of the
Homer Republican read this:
INFLUENZA RAMPANT IN HOMER
The influenza epidemic has hit
Homer hard during the past week
and cases have been and still are very
numerous and some have been severe
and a few deaths from it in Homer
and vicinity have resulted. Physicians
are taxed to the utmost to attend to
the calls made upon them, and help to
care for the sick has been impossible
to secure in many cases where help
outside the family was necessary, so
that many who should be in bed themselves have been keeping about to
care for other members of the family
who were totally unable to leave their
beds. All public meetings, church services and school sessions have been
put under ban by the village health
board since last Saturday and people
are urged to take all possible precautions against contracting the disease,
or if they have it or symptoms of it,
to avoid communicating it to others
as far as they can.
The epidemic is
serious, and no one
can afford to be
careless in relation
to it in any way.
Miss Helen Eldred,
a sister of Mrs. P.
W. Warner of this
village, who is a
trained nurse, has
been engaged as a
visiting nurse and
for the past few
days has very materially helped the
overworked physicians in caring for
their patients in a
number of the most
severe cases.
Another article
in this edition of
the paper explained
the impact of
influenza
on
nearby Syracuse,
NY, where Mrs.
Andrews had died:

Conductor denying entrance to passenger without mask.

SYRACUSE BANS PUBLIC
MEETINGS
Monday Mayor Stone of Syracuse
ordered closed all places of popular
assembly including churches, schools,
theaters, Liberty Loan mass meetings, etc. Public funerals are also to
be banned and all possible precautions
taken to check the influenza epidemic
which has already cost many lives in
that city, nineteen deaths being recorded
Sunday as plague victims. The order
will remain in effect until the epidemic
is checked.
On the day after Christmas, using
an emotionally laden noun to reference
the epidemic, the Homer Republican
ran this article:
PLAGUE DEADLIER THAN WAR
Influenza Killed 6,000,000 Persons in
Three Months
“The London Times medical correspondent says that it seems reasonable
to believe that throughout the world
about 6,000,000 persons perished from
influenza and pneumonia during the
last three months. It has been estimated that the war caused the death of
20,000,000 persons in 4 years. Thus,
the correspondent points out, influenza
has proved itself five times deadlier
than war, because in the same period,
at its epidemic ratio, influenza would
have killed 100,000,000. Never since
the black death has such a plague swept
over the world, he says, adding that the
need of a new survey of public health
measures have never been more forcibly illustrated.”

Typist wearing mask

While the epidemic was subsiding
in December 1918, the U. S. Health
Service issued warnings that there could
be an increase in serious cases of “pneumonia, bronchitis and other diseases
of the respiratory system” during the
winter and that precautions needed to
be taken.
The epidemic had economic consequences, as well, as revealed in another
article from the December 26th issue:
“The United States fuel administration has found that a plentiful supply
of egg and pea coal is available at the
present. The influenza epidemic in the
Pennsylvanian anthracite fields has broken out again with renewed virulence
and has cut down anthracite production
to a degree that necessitates the use of
broken (grate), egg and pea sizes in lieu
of chestnut.”
In scanning through the columns
listing the local people stricken with
influenza, I was surprised to come
across the name of Ralph McConnell,
an active member of the Homer Grange.
All ten members of his family were sick
with influenza in 1918. Ralph was my
maternal great-grandfather. He lived
until 1959. And then there was this
for December 26th: “Carrie and Lillian
McConnell are ill with influenza. It is

1918 Flu

continued on P 7
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News from the Library 1918 Flu
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Dialogue Across the Distance
When I was a child, my father died. I
remember, when my mother told me,
wondering who was sobbing so uncontrollably. Until I realized it was me.
Somehow my body understood the loss,
long before my brain had processed it.
By the day of his funeral, I was cried
out and I sat through the service as if in
shock, my mind no longer comprehending the world around me.
Afterward the funeral as people gathered in our house, I feel asleep on the
couch, exhausted from days of tears
and grief and incomprehension. When
I awoke, the kitchen was still crowded with neighbors and family, holding
plates of food as they spoke in hushed
tones. I walked out of the living room,
weaving my way through of forest of
adult bodies. No one noticed me, as I
made my way across the crowded floor.
I was a beetle scurrying beneath leaf
litter, invisible to the towering trees
overhead. I worked my way through
the house, finally arriving at an empty
space by the back door and knew that
everything had changed. It had shifted
and nothing I’d ever known or experienced before would help navigate this
unknown and changed world.
The library board voted last week to
close the library as part of the many
closings and shutdowns to help promote
social distancing and to flatten the curve
of the coronavirus infection. Along with
the schools, theaters, and gyms, as well
as in-restaurant dining, we are temporarily suspending our services to help
people stay home and stay healthy. This
is a hard decision. We believe in the
work we do and we know in times like
this the library is a refuge. Still, we have
to be responsible and do what is best for
the well-being of our community and
our staff.
If you didn’t have time to come in to
the library and stock up on books and
movies for the next few weeks, please
don’t forget that ebooks and downloadable audio are available through
our online catalog. These items can be
accessed at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
. Click on Search for books/movies and
then digital downloads. Go to ebooks
and eaudiobooks (Overdrive). You can
download the Libby app to your device
(directions are available on the site)
and start checking out books and audio
books.
As we maximize our social distance
to minimize the peak of the infection
curve, it can feel lonely. Let’s use social
media for its original purpose – to keep
connecting. We don’t have to argue or
spread discord. We can extend a virtual

smile, a word of hope, a funny story, a
bit of kindness, a reminder that we are
all connected. We may be separated by
space for a time, to keep our community
safe, but we are still connected. And we
will get through this together.
We’ll be posting to our blog, to
Facebook, to our website with information, suggestions for crafts, activities,
online book and author resources. We
also want to dialogue across the distance. So, we’ll be asking questions to
start conversations on Facebook about
everything from what you’re reading,
to what was the first bird you saw
today, to posting prompts to invite your
stories. Please comment. Share your
thoughts. Be part of the conversation.
Even though we are social distancing,
we can still be reaching out to each
other.

hoped that the flu and scarlet fever
will not get mixed up.” I took a special interest in this notice because
17-year-old Carrie McConnell would
later become my maternal grandmother. It dawned on me that had she not
survived in 1918, I would not be writing this column today because, quite
simply, I would not be. Each of us can
imagine times in our family tree where
war, genocide, disease, and forces of
nature could have impacted in a similar manner. Rarely do we take time to
ponder just how fragile and miraculous
Each Life really is.
News reports tout how we are
now in uncharted territory. That is not
exactly true. We are facing a different
kind of contagion, to be sure, but we
have faced pandemics before. At this
critical time in our history, we should

continued from page 4
learn from the lessons of the health
crises of the past. We can each protect
our lives and that of others by taking
proactive, common sense, aggressive
measures regarding personal hygiene
and social distancing. We humans have
historically been involved in a neverending war of the worlds -- humans vs
viruses. This is another moment where
we are all in the trenches together. It
is a time at the grassroots level for
solidarity. Like other wars we have been
engaged in, “this too shall pass away,”
and there is no need to give up on the
joy, resilience, and hope of life. In the
words of Lincoln on February 11, 1861:
“Trusting in Him who can go
with me and remain with you and
be everywhere for good,
let us confidently hope all will yet
be well.”

What’s New at the Library?
Online Programming
During our closure, we will be endeavoring to provide programming online.
Check out our Facebook page and website to see what we are cooking up
online.

Library Podcast
The library’s podcast, Teatime at the
Library will continue to be produced
while we are closed (assuming I can
figure out how to do it by myself,
without teen tech help!). Follow the
link to the podcast from our website or
Facebook page and join us for conversations about how to keep connected
during this uncertain time.

Reading while using a respirator.

Facebook and Blog
Keep in contact with us through our
Facebook page and blog. You can find
the links on our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .

FAQ – while we are closed
1. How long will we be closed? We are
following the school’s lead and will
reopen when the school reopens.
2. When are my items due? Nothing is
due before we reopen. Keep your items
and don’t worry about returning them
until we reopen.
3. What about fines? We are fine free,
so you will not accrue any late fees
while we are closed.
4. Can I return items while you are
closed? Please don’t. Hold onto everything you have and keep it until we
reopen. We will be locking our drop
box, so you won’t be able to place

Tents in Lawrence, MA

things in it (as we aren’t sure how long 5. If you need to contact us, you can
we will be allowed to come in and message us on Facebook or email us at
empty it.) Please do not leave any items circulation@phillipsfreelibrary.org
outside, on or near the drop box. Just
keep them at home with you until the
library opens again.
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The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2020 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Anita
Jebbett, Harry Coleman, Dennis Stratton

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat,
Phillips Free Library, Homer Men and Boys,
Olde Homer House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden
- Homer & Cortlandville Offices, Homer Town
Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins, Anderson’s Farm
Market, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In,
Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s
Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve & Lu's
Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts,.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY
QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
%XIILQJ
3LFN8S 'HOLYHU\

607-591-0105
6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be April 9, 2020.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is March 31, 2020.
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Letter to the Editor
We received this letter last week and decided that it was so good that we had
to share it with our readers. Mrs. Ragsdale grew up in the house at the corner
of N. Main and Clinton, now owned by Stephanie & Charlie Spina.
Growing up, I always knew it as the "Hinman" house, and sometimes I still
refer to it as the "Hinman" house even though the Hinmans haven't lived there
in about 50 years.

To the Editor:
From 1945 to 1957 I grew up in a
special town…Homer, N.Y. I loved
everything about Homer. Where
George the cop watched over us
all at the cross walk of Homer
Academy. He gave us special names:
I was “Blondie”. Kindergarten was
in the old Episcopal Church by
the Academy where Miss Redfield
taught. I remember all the teachers
but not all their names; Ms Johnson,
Ms Pierce, Miss Stevens, Ms Daley
are some. Mr. Roberts was the music
teacher and he inspired me to play
the French horn. He was so patient.
My mother and father knew them all
and if I did anything wrong (rare)
my parents would know before I
got home. If a boy was pestering
me on my walk home, I just walked
into the nearest home and waited
for him to leave. I don’t know if
anyone ever knew I was there but I
didn’t worry as I know they would
understand.
The friendships I grew up with,
warm my heart when I think of them
all. Jerry and Jo Bell, Pam Greene,
June and Judy Lawson, Linda Finn,
Barb Haverly, Bob LeRoux(He died
from a gun accident in 8th grade)
and my BF/ cousin Rena Greene
VanSlyke. Her son is one of your
postmen now. A fine man.
Rena and I did everything together.
Marched in the Halloween parade,
the May Day parade with our lilacs,
the Memorial Day parade with decorated bikes, and would meet at
the firehouse after the Halloween
parade and be served apple cider,
and donuts and bob for apples. My
mom dressed up for a Halloween
parade once, dressed as an old man
in long johns. I think everyone loved
my mother, Dorothy (Dotty) Greene
Hinman, especially her kids, Sally,
Barb and me.
Mr. Crandall lived in a nice house
next to the Cadillac car dealership.
My mother was a nurse and at one
point took care of him. In the winter
when the shovel truck pushed all the
snow into a big mound at the side of
his house, he would let Rena and me
make an igloo out of it. When we
finished he would bring us an old
rug for us to put into it and a bottle
of Pepsi. We would stop just to say
“Hi” and pet his English bulldog (I
think). He was very kind to us.
The postmaster (don’t remember
name) when I was about 6-7 yrs.
responded to my letter to Santa with
a hidden joke to my father in it; to
risqué to write here but I still have
the letter…funny.

I think my father was thought of as
being funny and friendly. He was
a water well driller with a masters
degree in education. He had a man
named Francis who helped him. He
was a kind man too. My father was
born in Tully, NY and my mother in
Preble, NY in 1911. Her mother died
when she was 7 yrs old leaving six
children for my grandfather (Alton
Greene) to raise; Ken, Frank, Ellen,
Margarete, Dorothy and Kayrena.
My grandfather owned the general store in Preble, now gone. A
widow, Ms Sutton and her children
helped with grandfather‘s children
and housekeeping. He died when I
was 5 yrs old in Homer. My uncle
Frank married Florence Jones and
Richard, Ron, Roger and Rena were
their children.
Rena and I had all sorts of adventures; Girl scout camp, putting pennies on the railroad track to smash
them. Putting a lunch together and
hike up the hill along the river
to see the cows, build little dams,
pick wildflowers, making snow
horses and pretending to be cowgirls, going in the parades together,
playing kick- the- can, red lightgreen light, monopoly, Lincoln logs,
school teachers, doll house and
many things. Across the street was a
movie theater that cost 5 to 10 cents.
During the movies you could see
mice running around.
On Easter we would eat lunch at the
Hastings House off Main Street. If
Rena or I had a nickel in our pocket
we would go to Heffrons and buy
a phosphate drink or Ms Heffron
would help find something to buy.
One year there was a pet contest at
Little York Park and I borrowed my
sister, Barb’s, pet skunk to show on
a leash and won $25 bond for most
unusual pet. My sister Barb, won the
Miss Valentines beauty contest for
the county. My cousin Mack Greene
was a photographer and sent in stories and pictures to the Cortland
Standard. One year my cat got stuck
in a water pipe of my Dad’s and it
took a lot to get him out but the picture was in the paper. Also my father
put a real sleigh in the yard with
reindeer and fake gifts in sleigh and
I was in it holding a gift and Mack
took my picture for the paper. My
sister, Sally, had her reception in our
home on 22 N. Main St. Both my
sisters were married by Rev. Boyd
Little of the Methodist church on the
green. I went to the Congregational
church with Rev. Russell because
that was where Rena went. When
there was a chicken pox in the community and Rena got it, we had to
communicate through the window.
Once I instigated a let- us- stir- up

the beehive in Rena’s barn and see
what would happen. Well, we made
them (bees) mad and they came after
us so we ran like h__l. I was the fastest runner, need I say more. My cat,
Sugar, was so sweet and smart. She
was all white so I would food-color
her to fit the season. My sister, Barb,
was the life guard at the gravel pit
pool in the early 1950s. Both my sisters married their high school sweethearts (Sally Kellogg and Barbara
Thomas).

memories that I can think of now.
We had a Greene family reunion in
1997, shortly after dear aunt Florence
passed. Barb and Richard have spent
many summers in Homer area staying at the Greek Peak ski apartments
visiting relatives and friends. I came
to Homer to see family and my old
house and show my Homer to my
daughter, or attend a wedding.
It feels good writing this. The
Friendly, Happy Homer place.

So these are some of my wonderful Virginia Hinman Ragsdale
110 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN

THANK YOU!
The 20th Annual Homer WinterFest
  ǡ
 ǦǦ 
Ǩ 
ǡ ǡ
ǡ
 Ǥ
Thank you to everyone who
contributed their time, effort,
and financial support, no
matter how big or small the
job. We hope we have not
missed anyone:
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Sincerely, the Homer WinterFest
Committee,
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
KMA’S ROOFING
DEMOLITION & HAUL AWAY

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

We Clean Out Barns - Basements - Attics
Mobile Homes - Unwanted Buildings
Cars - Trucks - Machinery
Appliances - Tires

Roofing - Carpentry
Replacement Windows
Docks - Retaining Walls
Rooftops - Snow & Ice Removal

Insured

KEVIN M. AMIDON
MATTHEW ELVIS AMIDON
MAXWELL CRAW AMIDON

607-749-8720

Leave Message

I’ll Haul It All For A Fair Price

12c17

Music-Art-Luthiery Design
Insightful
Musical
Instruction
---------------Fine Solo
Guitarist
---------------Composer

Consignment Instrument
Repair
for
---------------Piano Tech
Local
& Tuning
---------------Artists
Used
Instruments

Layout &
Planning
of
Projects
in
Wood

607-662-5192
Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 6 pm

Open
Year ‘Round

Sun. 11 am - 4 pm
5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

www.andersonsmkt.com

607

our Facebook
Hot Lunches are back!! Check
page for daily specials

Lots of fresh LOCAL produce & APPLES
Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

PROBLEM WATER?

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008
cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

P

EL

PRE

PP

E
VIC

SU

Since 1968

O RT & H

Hard Water, Sulfur, Iron, Dirty or Smelly Water
Filters • Conditioners • Pumps – Sales & Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

12b16

Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967
info@oldehomerhouse.com

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291
Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

Solutions to ANY water problem

UM SER
MI

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

Elizabeth Brewster House

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

Heritage Realty

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ

7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell
5b19

+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

12b17

A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road
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Publication Schedule

VOL
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10
10
10
10
10
10
11

21
22
23
24
25
26
1

PUB DATE

4/9/2020
4/23/2020
5/7/2020
5/21/2020
6/4/2020
6/18/2020
7/2/2020

DEADLINE

3/31/2020
4/14/2020
4/28/2020
5/12/2020
5/26/2020
6/9/2020
6/23/2020

THEME: DRIVER’S ED
ACROSS
1. Happen again
6. Promotions
9. Field mouse
13. UV absorber
14. Seek a seat
15. Eagle’s nest
16. Jury ____
17. Mad King George’s number
18. Bad-tempered one
19. *Two or more people on the road
21. *Fines can do that?
23. Scot’s woolen cap
24. Give an impression
25. Last month
28. Willy Wonka mastermind
30. Lay down to rest again
35. Container weight
37. Damaging precipitation
39. One born to Japanese immigrants
40. Windows alternative
41. Clown act
43. London subway
44. What Motion Picture Association
of America does
46. Lentil soup
47. Pulitzer winner Bellow
48. Little Women to Aunt March
50. Victorian and Elizabethan ones,
e.g.
52. Dropped drug
53. Type of dam
55. Post Malone’s genre
57. *Traffic separator
60. *Kind of lane
64. Tiger’s and lioness’ offspring
65. J. Edgar Hoover’s org.
67. Capital of Vietnam
68. Between wash and dry
69. 1985 Kurosawa movie
70. Village V.I.P.
71. Brewer’s kiln
72. Play part
73. Young salmon
Down
1. Campus drilling grp.
2. Poet Pound
3. Coconut fiber
4. Not fitting
5. Add a new magazine
6. Seed cover
7. *Punishable driver offense, acr.
8. Like a hurtful remark
9. Action word
10. Like face-to-face exam
11. Don’t cross it?

THE HOMER NEWS
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2019

FREE

New C4ARTs Mural

Jr. High
Jr
g

FREE

THE HOMER NEWS

The Homer News was started in 2010 as a bi-weekly newspaper to serve the Town and Village of Homer. The circulation
has grown from 3000 copies to 4200 copies in the past 7
years.
There is now an opportunity for a new owner to build on the
established advertising base to provide a substantial income
while providing a valuable and appreciated service to the
readers in the area. Modest investment required. Current
owner will aid in the transition after the sale.
Reply your interest to: Editor, The Homer News, P.O. Box
125, Homer, NY 13077

12. Comic cry
15. Keenness in a certain field
20. D-Day beach
22. Old-fashioned over
24. Move like a serpent
25. *Go back the way you came
26. Hawaiian veranda
27. Banal or commonplace
29. *”Raised ____, “ or “Don’t Walk”
31. Small fragments
32. Bar order, with the
33. Puzzle with pictures and letters
34. *Up-side-down triangle sign
36. Biz bigwig
38. Yarn spinner
42. “The Nutcracker” protagonist
45. Crafting with stitches
49. One of Sinbad’s seven
51. Miss America’s accessory, pl.
54. Prefix for below
56. Church song
57. Actress Sorvino
58. Shining armor
59. Negative contraction
60. Pub order
61. ____-China
62. Christmas season
63. Horizontal wall beam
64. *Keep your hands at ten and ____
66. *Measurement of alcohol in body, acr.

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
March 12
Puzzle

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE
Lawn Mowing; Junk Removal; Clean
Outs, Houses & Barns; Pressure
Washing, Houses & Decks; Gutter
Cleaning; Driveway Sealing; Spring
Cleanups;
Mulching;
13
Yard
Dumpsters for rent; Much More. Fully
Insured, Reasonable Rates. 607-2994676
4b20

CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS - 13
Yard dumpsters available, cleanouts,
junk removal, construction debris.
Commercial, Residential. Fully
Insured. Reasonable Rates. Owner Shane Keep. 607-299-4676
4a20
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Coronavirus Resources First Transit
A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L. Seward
Continuing Fixed
Route Services During
Health Pandemic
We live in unprecedented times due to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic and the landscape changes from moment to moment. Along with health
concerns, there are major economic issues at play and many individuals and
businesses are in need of assistance. Schools are closed, a host of businesses
are temporarily shuttered or operating with reduced staff, and we will be dealing
with the fallout for some time.
With many businesses closing temporarily due to the virus a number of individuals are seeking unemployment insurance. The good news, New York State
is waiving the 7-day waiting period for unemployment insurance benefits for
people who are out of work due to Coronavirus closures or quarantines.
If you are filing a new unemployment insurance claim, the day you should file
is based on the first letter of your last name. If your last name starts with A - F,
file your claim on Monday. For last names starting with G - N, file your claim
Tuesday. For last names starting with O - Z, file your claim on Wednesday. If
you missed your filing day, file your claim on Thursday or Friday. Filing later in
the week will not delay your payments or affect the date of your claim, since all
claims are effective on the Monday of the week in which they are filed.
Information regarding unemployment insurance is available online at https://
www.labor.ny.gov/home/ or by calling 1-888-469-7365. Due to enormous volume, the systems are slow so expect delays when trying to access unemployment
benefits.
Business owners are also in need of assistance. Many companies work on a very
small margin to begin with and the loss of business they are currently enduring
can be crippling.
Already, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Carranza has approved
a statewide disaster declaration for New York. Eligible small businesses may
now apply for SBA Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL). The loans are
working capital loans to help small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives,
small businesses engaged in aquaculture, and most private, non-profit organizations of all sizes meet their ordinary and necessary financial obligations that
cannot be met as a direct result of the disaster. These loans are intended to assist
through the disaster recovery period. Businesses can take advantage of free
assistance offered by SBA’s network of resource partners for help with preparing
their loan applications.
SBA information is available online at https://disasterloan.sba.gov/ela. For help
preparing an application, businesses can go to www.sba.gov/local-assistance.
Additionally, I am joining with my Senate Republican colleagues in calling on
the governor to take a wide range of immediate bipartisan steps to help our small
businesses including:
• Extend by 90 days the payment of monthly sales tax;
• Make available no-interest loans immediately to entities that face a dramatic decrease in business;
• Eliminate penalties for late payments of business and property taxes;
• Extend the cure period for various violations facing businesses during the
crisis;
• Expand STAR for small businesses and accelerate tax cuts for small businesses;
• Have ESD create a hotline to connect businesses to capital and interim
assistance;
• Issue Economic Injury Disaster Declaration -- allows small businesses
access to SBA (small business administration);
• Call upon private industry to redirect existing resources to develop necessary products to fight the virus (masks, gloves, gowns, ventilators, etc.); and
• Reimburse for additional costs associated with expansion of paid sick/family leave.

Cortland, N.Y., March 20, 2020: First Transit continues operating fixed route
services despite New York travel restrictions and 2-1-1 offers timely community
updates
According to Seven Valleys Health Coalition which provides Mobility
Management for Cortland County, First Transit has announced that in order to
continue serving the Cortland County public amid the COVID-19 pandemic, it
will operate its fixed routes (1-7) until further notice.
The decision comes the same day that Gov. Andrew Cuomo ordered all nonessential workers to stay home. “Transportation is considered an essential service, as it continues to get people to medical appointments, grocery stores, pharmacies and other locations meeting basic needs”, said Susan Williams, Seven
Valleys Health Coalition Assistant Director and Public Information Officer.
According to Williams, while Route 7 serves Cornell and TC3, higher education institutions which are no longer hosting in person classes, the bus company
wants to continue operating the runs to show the public the company is still running and able to fulfill passenger demand.
For up to date information on any changes to Cortland Transit bus routes, keep
checking Way2Go Cortland’s website at www.way2gocortland.org. or contact
2-1-1. “All transit related developments are being relayed to our Mobility
Manager, Catherine Wilde, and will be posted on this site as we are informed”,
said Williams. “The public can also find a direct link to the Way2Go website
from www.211Cortland.org . We have created a COVID-19 Updates page on the
2-1-1 Information and Referral website which is reviewed and modified by our
2-1-1 Project Coordinator, Samantha Metz, several times each day as we receive
new information.”
We can also take steps to help lower taxes including:
• Accelerate the Middle Class Tax Cuts to provide relief to individuals and
small businesses;
• Provide a tax credit for paying workers who aren’t working -- 25% credit
for additional sick time or any sick leave, vacation, or furlough that the business was not paying before.
Additional measures focusing on higher education, consumer protection, and
insurance are also included.
Don’t forget, for the most up to date health information, visit the special
Coronavirus section of the New York State Department of Health website at
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home.

Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Jim & Teena Griswold at their Atlantis Resort, Paradise Island Bahamas
Getaway Recently

