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Homer Town and Village elected officials with Legislature electeds representing Homer form a large "H" in front of flags held
by fire and police officials, with the Village's newest fire truck in the background.
Village trustees Tim Daley, Patrick Clune, Ed Finkbeiner and Mayor Hal McCabe from the left leg of the "H". Trustee Kevin
Slack was unavailable for the photo. Legislators Kelly Preston, Kevin Fitch and Linda Jones form the crossbar. Town councilman Larry Jones, Supervisor Fred Forbes, councilmen Mike Park, Barry Warren and Kevin Williams and form the right leg of
the "H". Fire Chief Mahlon Irish, Jr. and department President Tim Maxson hold the flag in front of the fire truck. Police Chief
Robert Pitman and patrolman Jay Forbes hold the flag in front of the police vehicle.
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Homer/Scott
Senior Center
Activities
All Senior Center activities for
Homer and Scott have been
Cancelled until further notice
due to the Covid 19 pandemic.
Check with the Cortland Couty
Nutrition Program for information on delivered meals to
Sr. Citizens.

Around Town
Nurses' Caravan From Upstate
to Downstate

All AARP
Smart Driver
Classes
Cancelled

Thru April 30, 2020 due
to COVID-19. Classes
may resume in May 2020

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: April 28, 2020 for the May 7,
2020 issue.

HOMER NEWS

HOMER NEWS
ADS
GET
NOTICED
A gift subscription to The
Homer News will help
keep your out-of-town
friends and relatives
informed. $36/year for 1st
Class Mail. Call 749-2613

On April 9, 2020 a caravan of 12 vehicles
with 25 nurses from Upstate Medical Center
left Upstate Hospital traveling to New York
City and downstate to aid with the efforts
involving the Covid-19 Virus.
The caravan was escorted from the hospital
on Interstate 81 by the Upstate Hospital
Police and other law enforcement agencies
from Onondaga County to the county line
where Cortland County Sheriff’s Deputies
picked up the escort through Cortland
County.
Multiple Law Enforcement, Fire
Departments and Emergency Medical
Service personnel showed their support at
various locations throughout the county,
including at the Homer exit (exit 12),
where officers from the Homer Police
Department and SUNY Cortland University
Police along with fire fighters from the
Homer, Cortland and Cortlandville Fire
Department and medical personnel from
TLC Ambulance expressed their gratitude
towards these brave nurses as they passed
by in the escort.
Officers from the Homer Police and
Cortland Police assisted with the escort
through the county.

Bob Pascal

CHIMNEY

TO OUR CLIENTS AND OUR COMMUNITY:

From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

We are all in this pandemic together.
Our hope is that we all pull through this safe and sound.

TEAM HAGE IS HERE FOR YOU!

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

For all your real estate needs, questions or concerns,

PLEASE CALL US AT 607-753-6766
OR VISIT WWW.HAGEREALESTATE.COM
for agents’ contact information

STAY WELL!

10b20

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Stepping Up For Others

Homer legislators Kelly Fairchild Preston and Linda Jones, while practicing social distancing, model their face masks made by Homer resident
Debbie Wheelock Currie.
Julie
Fairchild-Niederfhofer, RN CBN stepped onto a
bus on April 10th with the Cayuga
Medical Health team and headed
for Manhattan. She will participate
in a 4 week mission to lend support
to her brothers and sisters in healthcare. Julie volunteered to be one of
the front line workers in the Presbyterian Hospital’s ICU. She is the
niece of Legislator Kelly FairchildPreston and resides in her district.
We salute Julie and other Cayuga
Health System heroes!
Debbie Wheelock-Currie
is just one of the residents in Linda’s
district who has been putting in a

lot time making face masks. Debbie
does this as a way to help her community and has not been charging
for her creations. She does it with
compassion from her heart. Thank
you Debbie!
Julie and Debbie are two of
the many residents that have stepped
up to help others during this health
crisis. We know there are other stories of volunteerism in our Homer
community. Let us hear from you.
Kelly Fairchild-Preston, LD10 kpreston@cortland-co.org
Linda Jones, LD9 ljones@cortland-co.
org

NEW LOCATION
19 N. Main St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHrLQWKH+RPHr([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG WHHNHQG+RXUV
&rHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[ $FFRXQW&DUGV $FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
19 N. Main St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

EhrHQ+H\Hr, PT'3T)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6WVW)ORRU+RPHr, NYZZZKH\HUSWFRP

Historian
Sweeney's
Article On
Sautelle
Accepted for
Prestigious
Publication
Martin Sweeney’s article
that appeared in The Homer
News on “The Trials and
Tribulations of Homer’s
Circus Owner, Sig Sautelle”
was accepted for publication by the New York History
Review. It was posted online
for the month of April and will
appear later in the hard copy
edition published annually.

Sold on Cortland County!

Village Green
Walking with the trees
bowing to all
clouds a shroud
in the wind’s call
the prayer of leaves
falling over sacred ground
send blessings
the sound of rain
each branch a promise
their columns
weave a Celtic knot beneath
the uneven grass
in the tangled earth
these story keepers teach
where words
cannot reach.
--Gary Weatherby
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

Early Homer Physicians & the County
Medical Society
Given the current heroic battle being waged by health care providers across the
nation and world against the coronavirus, it seems appropriate at this time to offer
this tribute to Homer’s earliest doctors. Surely, in their time, they were on the front
lines confronting epidemics of cholera, small pox, and scarlet fever, and equipped
with far less knowledge, technology and medicine than found in today’s arsenal.
According to its website, “The Cortland County Medical Society represents
the interests of patients and physicians in Cortland County in an ongoing effort to
assure quality health care services for all. The county society provides resources
for physicians, including continuing medical education, practice and professional
guidelines, legal support, and a patient referral service. For the general public, the
county medical society is a source for physician referrals and guidance on patient
rights.” The organization has a long history, and Homer doctors were instrumental
in its founding and early success.
The Cortland County Medical Society was organized in 1808 in accordance
with a law, enacted by the Legislature in 1806, incorporating the New York State
Medical Society. Approved by Governor Morgan Lewis on April 4, 1806, the law
also required medical societies to be formed in every county of the State.
Cortland County was organized in the spring of 1808, having until that
time been a part of Onondaga County. Soon after this, on August 10, 1808, the
following gentlemen, legally qualified to practice medicine and surgery, convened
at the house of Captain Enos Stimson in Homer village: Drs. Lewis S. Owen,
Luther Rice, John Miller, Elijah G. Wheeler, Robert D. Taggart, Ezra Pannel, Allen
Barney and Jesse Searl. These men took on the responsibility of forming a medical
association under the name “Cortland County Medical Society.”
The following members were elected as the officers of the society: Dr. Lewis
S. Owen, president; Dr. John Miller, vice-president; Dr. Jesse Searl, secretary; and
Dr. Robert D. Taggart, treasurer. Drs. Miller, Barney and Taggart were appointed
a committee to draft a code of by-laws for the government and regulation of the
society.

fatiguing, but Owen pursued the practice of his profession steadily and successfully
for nearly twenty-five years. In addition, Dr. Owen was one of the founders of the
Academy in Homer chartered by the state in 1819, one of its trustees during the
remainder of his life, and president of the board of trustees for several years. The
last twenty or more years of his life were mainly devoted to agricultural pursuits.
Dr. Jesse Searl, the society’s first secretary, was born in 1767 and raised
in Southampton, Massachusetts. He was educated in the common schools of
his native town before pursuing his medical studies with Dr. Woodbridge of
Southampton. He commenced practice in the vicinity of his native town and then
came to New York State sometime around 1800. He took up residence in Fabius,
Onondaga County. He came to Homer either in 1803 or 1804 and diligently
pursued the practice of medicine until the year 1812. That was when he purchased
and assumed the editorship of the Cortland Repository, at that time the only
newspaper published in the county.
Being a frail man physically, Searl chose to give up his medical practice
for a less strenuous occupation. It was said that he showed sympathy with the
sick and possessed an education, general and professional, that was somewhat in
advance of most of his contemporaries. He was reported to have the best private
medical library in the county and to be a subscriber to the only medical periodical
then published in the country---the Medical Repository, published in New York.
He kept up interest in medicine and continued to be a regular attendant upon all
the meetings of the County Society and to be its secretary until 1820. He died in
1834, at the age of sixty-eight years. His obituary described him in these flattering
terms: “In all of the affairs of life, as a man, a Christian, a conductor of a public
newspaper, and as a physician, Dr. Searl was consistent and faithful in their varied
duties, and the poor always found in him a friend in time of need.”
Dr. Lewis Riggs was born in Norfolk, CT, on January 16, 1789. His
aptitude for mechanical employment led to his apprenticeship to the carpenter’s
trade to Mr. Samuel N. Gaylord, with whom he came to Cortland in the spring of
1805. In after years, when riding over the country as a practitioner of medicine,
he was able to point to not a few houses and barns which he helped to build. In
the spring of 1809, he decided on the profession of medicine and commenced his
studies in the office of Dr. Samuel Woodward of Torringford, CT. In May of 1812,
he received a county license to practice, and in October he went to Philadelphia to
attend a course of medical lectures by Dr. Rush, “the father of American medicine,”
and Dr. Philip Syng Physic, “the father of American surgery.”

Fifty years later, when the society celebrated its semi-centennial anniversary,
only one of the founders of the society was still living in the county. That was the
venerable Dr. John Miller, of Truxton, who was serving as the society’s president.
It is believed that the society was not represented in the State Medical Society until
1814, when Dr. Miller was sent as delegate.

In 1818, Riggs moved to Homer and opened a drug store. He soon found
himself engaged more fully in the practice of medicine and joined the County
Medical Society. Oddly, in the summer of 1828 he sold his practice to a Dr. Metcalf
and went to Trumansburg. There he and a partner entered the dry goods business.
When Dr. Metcalf left Homer, Riggs was persuaded to return to Homer and to the
profession for which he was best suited. In 1834 Dr. Riggs formed a partnership
with Dr. Ashbel Patterson, formerly of Danby, Tompkins County, and continued
the association for about seven years.

You may be surprised to learn not one of the founders of the society had
graduated in medicine. Opportunities for a thorough medical education were
limited at the time. Only those of affluence or those residing conveniently near
the few medical colleges then in existence in the country could avail themselves of
systematic, medical instruction. It is true that Dr. Miller had been a private pupil
of Dr. Benjamin Rush in Philadelphia (signer of the Declaration of Independence)
and had attended the lectures of Rush and Shippen, two of the founders of the
medical department of the University of Pennsylvania, but Miller never completed
a university course. As with the legal profession of that era, you prepared for the
medical profession simply by finding a practitioner willing to mentor you and by
reading what books were available.

After the dissolution of the partnership, Riggs was nominated in the fall
of 1840 to represent the Twenty-second district in Congress from1841-42. He was
elected, which led to his retirement from practice and to his engagement in other
enterprises. He purchased the flouring mill south of the village and erected a new
stone building on its site, superintending its construction and planning many of the
details of its machinery. Still, he did not forsake his interest in medicine entirely
and frequently responded to professional calls from his old friends in the village
and beyond who insisted on a consultation with “the old doctor.” He died about
midnight on November 7, 1870, at the age of 82. Much of what we know of this
Homer doctor is from the biographical sketch read at the annual meeting of the
County Society in December 1870 by Dr. H. O. Jewett of Cortland.

Around 1814 steps were taken by the society to establish a library for its
use, and Drs. Owen and Miller were appointed a committee to select such books
as they had the means to purchase. Sometimes, surplus funds in the treasury were
expended to acquire books. The library of standard books and periodicals eventually
reached a total of about two hundred volumes. After 1845, this cooperative plan of
keeping up a central library, by additions to it, was discontinued. Each member was
expected to supply himself with the most recent and best periodicals and books and
thus keep up with the latest advances in medicine.

The fourth early Homer doctor of note is Dr. George W. Bradford. Born
in the town of Otsego, near Cooperstown, NY, on May 9th, 1796, he was of the
seventh generation in direct descent from the famous William Bradford, the second
governor of Plymouth colony. He early acquired a taste for books and became a
devoted reader of the best literature accessible. In 1812 he was sent to an academy
at Woodstock, CT. Among his school-mates was the afterwards celebrated surgeon
and clinical teacher, Dr. George McClellan, the father of Civil War General George
B. McClellan. In 1814 he was sent to a classical school at Clinton, NY. In the fall of
1816, he entered as a student the office of Dr. Thomas Fuller of Cooperstown, the
leading physician of that vicinity. He always lamented not receiving a structured
medical education from a college.

Of the first officers of the new society, two of the four resided in Homer:
Dr. Owen and Dr. Searl. Two other Homer doctors who played significant roles in
the early success of the society were Dr. Lewis Riggs and Dr. George W. Bradford.
Dr. Lewis S. Owen was elected the first president of the society and held
that office by annual election until 1820. He was born in the town of New Lebanon,
Columbia County, NY, in 1772. His early education was obtained in the common
schools of his native town. For a short time, he attended the academic department
of Williams College. This was preparatory to commencing the study of medicine
around 1795 under Dr. Stringer, a prominent practitioner of Albany, NY. His final
mentoring was with Dr. McClellan, also of Albany. He then was licensed by the
courts of Albany County in 1798. The next year, he came to the town of Homer.
Here he continued to reside until his death in 1849 – short by one month of fifty
years.
It is believed that Dr. Owen was the first physician who permanently
located in the county of Cortland. The country was new, and the roads were bad
-- often mere paths through the woods -- and doctors commonly made house calls
at that time. These wilderness conditions made a physician’s labors severe and

In 1819 Bradford moved to Preble and commenced the practice of
medicine. In February of 1820, he returned to Cooperstown and was licensed to
practice medicine by the Otsego County Medical Society. About 1821 or 1822, he
came to Homer and continued the practice of medicine for the next sixty years.
He was elected a member of the Cortland County Medical Society, and six years
afterward he was chosen its secretary. He held this office for an astounding fortyfive consecutive years. Only an increasing disability from deafness caused him
to resign from this post, but he continued in the office of treasurer until 1881. He
declined a re-election upon having permanently relocated to Syracuse. At the time
of his resignation as secretary the society attributed much of its prosperity to his
“vigilant administration.”
In 1841 Bradford was elected a delegate to the State Medical Society for

Homer Physicians continued on P 8
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Town and Village elected officials, County Legislators representing Homer, Village Fire and Police showing cooperative solidarity during the
COVID-19 pandemic on a recent (rare) sunny afternoon.
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Village Food Market Interior

While not stocking every brand of every item, you'll
usually find what you want and need at the Village
Food Market.
One of the owners is usually on the premises if you
have any questions.
The employees are also very knowledgeable and
helpful.

A nice selection of fresh produce
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Homer Physicians
four years, and in 1847 was elected
a permanent member of that society.
In the same year he was elected one
of the delegates to the American
Medical Association, which then met
in Philadelphia and where he became
a permanent member at the time of
its permanent organization. In 1858
he was elected vice-president of the
State Medical Society, having declined
the nomination for the presidency.
In 1851 he was elected to the New
York State Assembly and served on
several committees, especially one
on medical colleges and societies. In
November of 1853, he was elected to
the State Senate, and re-elected two
years later. He showed perseverance
and tact in securing the passage of a bill
providing for anatomical matériel for
medical colleges – appropriately called
the “Bone Bill.” He was the author
of the Prohibition law passed by the
Legislature in 1854, which was declared
unconstitutional by the New York Court

of Appeals in 1855. In 1856 he was
elected a member of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science. In addition, he was elected
in 1832 as a trustee of the academy
in Homer and continued for thirtyeight years, serving alongside Principal
Samuel Woolworth. He had a huge
medical library the contents of which
he was more than happy to share with
others. It should be noted, too, that he
was a member of the Electoral College
in 1864 and cast his vote for Abraham
Lincoln.
In July, 1863, while treating
the gangrenous wound of a soldier just
returned from the field of Gettysburg,
he suffered septic poisoning through an
abrasion on his right hand. This resulted
in a continued inflammation with thecal
abscesses of the palm and fingers, loss
of tendons, and a stiffness of joints -collateral damage from a battle waged
just one state away. Still he persevered

and, in the words of his pastor, Rev.
T. K. Fessenden, “people of Homer
then employed him and regarded him
as a wise, skillful, entirely trustworthy
and successful physician.” In 1881,
he retired to Syracuse and died on
October 30, 1883, at the home of his
granddaughter. The funeral services
were held in the Congregational Church
in Homer in the afternoon of November
2nd. He is buried in Glenwood Cemetery.
Of the four early physicians
in Homer it can truly be said that they
showed an exemplary fidelity to their
profession and to the organization they
helped to create -- the Cortland County
Medical Society.
Source: Smith, H. P., editor. History
of Cortland County. Chapter XVI.
Syracuse, NY: D. Mason
& Co.,
Publishers, 1885.

Corn-Ducky Derby Postponed
New Date September 26
The Annual Corn-Ducky Derby
held the first Saturday of May
has been postponed because of
the COVID-19 crisis. Cortland
Community Service Club president, Dean Smith and Ducky
Derby Chair, Doug Gilbert have
announced that the annual CornDucky Derby has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 26.
In an effort to follow government
health guidelines, the Ducks will
remain in self-isolation until
such time that they are able to
swim together.

20 Greater Cortland Community
Youth and Service organizations
in raising over $100,000 for their
needs. To date the CCSC group
has provided grants totaling
nearly $350,000 from the annual
Derby. Dean Smith added that
the “little derby has grown into
a fair-size community event. Not
holding the event would let down
many, including the families who
attend the event, the organizations needing financial support
and the Cortland businesses that
support the annual derby”.

and provide a safe race. Gilbert
added that most youth groups
began selling their Duck Tickets
in February and are in the process
of returning their sales to CCSC.
Many Cortland Businesses were
in the process of selling tickets
in support of this huge Cortland
Community fundraiser. They will
halt sales until later in the summer prior to the Derby. Those
who have purchased Corn-Ducky
Derby tickets can be assured that
their tickets will be safely kept
until the September duck race.

This is the 24th year of the CCSC
Corn-Ducky Derby, which has
become more than just a single
organization’s annual fundraiser.
The Derby has assisted more than

Doug Gilbert, Derby Chair is
super excited that the Ducks have
agreed to stay safe, follow all
health guidelines and remain isolated until they can swim together

The Paint The Town Purple
(PTTP) volunteers have also
agreed to postpone their event to
September 26th.

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

Benson Davis Insurance
5RXWH+RPHr1<

The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2020 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Anita
Jebbett, Harry Coleman, Dennis Stratton

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat,
Phillips Free Library, Homer Men and Boys,
Olde Homer House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden
- Homer & Cortlandville Offices, Homer Town
Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins, Anderson’s Farm
Market, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In,
Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s
Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve & Lu's
Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts,.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

Contact us today for your building needs!

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY

Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC.
Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial
– Self-Storage – Commercial –
Reside al – Solid Core – Garages
CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770
Like us on Facebook
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077

Big or small, we
tackle it all!

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer News will be May 7, 2020.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is April 28, 2020.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Crystal Balls and
Staying Connected
So, even though I like to think libraries and librarians are founts of wisdom,
there are some things that even we don’t
know. Like the future. Pandemics and
flattening the curve are new territory for
all of us. We are all having to take one
day at a time and learn things as we go.
Of course, I like the future. My mind
runs off to it every chance it gets, which
is proving quite difficult now when the
future is such an unknown and even the
present feels like a moving target.
We’ve been touting ebooks, eaudiobooks, and emagazines as a good
resource to use while the library is
closed. Like a good librarian, I thought
I should purchase a few more ebooks
to help expand the collection. I’m taking it as a good sign that they were all
checked out before I could check one
of them out myself! I thought I should
check something out just so I knew
what I was talking about when I told
people to do it and was embarrassed to
see it had been so long since I checked
out an ebook I forgot how. I first tried
my own Nook, but the computer I had
the software on to download to a Nook
was long gone and I could no longer
remember my login and password to

install new adobe software. I thought
I’d try the library’s kindle, but wasn’t
sure I could check out in my name
and download to the library’s kindle.
I finally remembered the iPad had the
Libby app on it and that worked like a
charm. The moral of the story is that if
this librarian, who much prefers to read
an actual physical book, can download
an ebook, you should be able to, too.
To check ematerials, go to www.
phillipsfreelibrary.org , click on Search
for books/movies, click on Digital
Downloads>ebooks and eaudiobooks,
and follow the directions at Overdrive
to download the appropriate app for
checking out books online. Keep track
of our website and Facebook page for
other programs we are offering online,
like Rockin’ Readers story time and
craft, Toddler Story Time, links to
crafts, and conversations starters about
everything from books to baking. We
are planning more online programming
in the upcoming weeks, including a
Zoom tech help session to answer questions about downloading ebooks and
even a story time for adults. (Don’t
worry, appropriate stories only!) So,
be sure to keep track of our Facebook
page for dates and times of upcoming
programs.

First Quarter 2020 County
Legislature Report
By
Kelly Fairchild Preston Homer District LD10
and Linda Jones Homer District LD9
Pandemic, Coronavirus, Social
Distancing, Flatten the Curve, Quarantine, PPE, Home Schooling, Zoom
Meeting, Stockpile, Asymptomatic,
Respirator and Ventilator. Since Covid-19, we recite these words on a regular basis. We have watched our county,
our state and our federal government
handle this crisis in unique ways. We
are amazed at the help oﬀered neighbor to neighbor. Kindness will get us
through this ordeal.
On March 15, 2020 the County
of Cortland declared a State of Emergency due to the Covid-19 virus. Government oﬃcials are working together
to keep you up to date. This is diﬃcult
because the information changes rap-

idly. NYS Governor Cuomo has oﬀered
transparent information with daily press
brieﬁngs. We encourage you to tune in.
Take 5 for New York: We encourage residents to reach out to one
another by placing a 5 minute personal
daily phone call to check on a friend
or family member. The point is to connect with people in our community who
could use it the most. A friendly 5 minute phone call can make a diﬀerence in
someone’s life. Stop the spread of this
virus, and spread the love by phone.
Take 5 for New York!
WEB-SITE Information: The
county website https://www.cortlandco.org has useful information that is

We have a lot of things at the library,
but we don’t have a crystal ball. So,
we can’t say for sure when we will be
reopening. We are following the lead of
the school and when the experts tells us
it’s safe. Just know that we are looking
forward to opening our doors as soon as
we can and to get to actually see people
in real life. In the meantime, stay in
touch with us through the website and
Facebook.
What’s New at the Library?
Online Programming
During our closure, we will be endeavoring to provide programming online.
Check out our Facebook page and website to see what we are cooking up
online.
Library Podcast
The library’s podcast, Teatime at the
Library will continue to be produced
while we are closed (assuming I can
figure out how to do it by myself,
without teen tech help!). Follow the
link to the podcast from our website or
Facebook page and join us for conversations about how to keep connected
during this uncertain time.

Facebook and Blog
Keep in contact with us through our
Facebook page and blog. You can find

continually updated. You can access
The County Health Department from
this site. It oﬀers tips to stay healthy and
gives links to other agencies for quick
information. Another useful web-site is
211Cortland.org. This valuable tool is
hosted by Seven Valleys Health Coalition and oﬀers up-to-date information
about programs and services such as
Food Resources, Transportation, Health
Organizations, and Youth Services. You
may also place a phone call or text to
211.
Diﬃcult Discussion on County Finances: There are many issues
at play that will lead to a signiﬁcant
deﬁcit in the 2020 County budget. The
decrease in revenues from our county
sales tax will have a huge eﬀect on the
county and all municipal budgets. Due
to this, Kelly and Linda are committed
to making the hard decisions to get us
through this ﬁnancial crisis.
At the April Legislative session, the County authorized the use of
“Transpro” Consulting, LLC for the
purpose of providing consulting services for strategic planning, organizational
assessment and leadership develope-

the links on our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .

FAQ – while we are closed
1. How long will we be closed?
We are following the school’s
lead and will reopen when the
school reopens.
2. When are my items due? Nothing is due before we reopen.
Keep your items and don’t
worry about returning them
until we reopen.
3. What about fines? We are fine
free, so you will not accrue any
late fees while we are closed.
4. Can I return items while you
are closed? Please don’t. Hold
onto everything you have and
keep it until we reopen. We will
be locking our drop box, so you
won’t be able to place things in
it (as we aren’t sure how long
we will be allowed to come in
and empty it.) Please do not
leave any items outside, on or
near the drop box. Just keep
them at home with you until the
library opens again.
5. If you need to contact us, you
can message us on Facebook
or email us at circulation@
phillipsfreelibrary.org

ment for the county at an initial cost
of $127,500.00. It passed by a narrow
margin of 10 to 7, with both Legislator
Preston and Jones voting No.
With sadness the Cortland Repertory Theatre announced that they have
canceled the 2020 summer season at the
Little York Pavilion. Producing Artistic
Director Kerby Thompson stated “To
assure everyone’s safety, we are calling this our ‘Intermission Season’. We
will take this time to focus on the future
when CRT comes roaring back.”
“Earth Day” celebrated its 50th
Anniversary on April 22, 2020. Covid-19 may have disrupted the day, but
it does not have to disrupt it’s continued
importance. We encourage you to suit
up, put on your face mask and gloves
and clean up the litter in your neighborhood. Let’s see the beauty of our town
without the cups, cans and bottles hindering our view.
In a previous issue, we introduced you to Legislator LD8 Kevin
Fitch, kﬁtch@cortland-co.org.

Quarterly Report
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
KMA’S ROOFING
DEMOLITION & HAUL AWAY

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

We Clean Out Barns - Basements - Attics
Mobile Homes - Unwanted Buildings
Cars - Trucks - Machinery
Appliances - Tires

Roofing - Carpentry
Replacement Windows
Docks - Retaining Walls
Rooftops - Snow & Ice Removal

Insured

KEVIN M. AMIDON
MATTHEW ELVIS AMIDON
MAXWELL CRAW AMIDON

607-749-8720

Leave Message

I’ll Haul It All For A Fair Price

12c17

Music-Art-Luthiery Design
Insightful
Musical
Instruction
---------------Fine Solo
Guitarist
---------------Composer

Consignment Instrument
Repair
for
---------------Piano Tech
Local
& Tuning
---------------Artists
Used
Instruments

Layout &
Planning
of
Projects
in
Wood

607-662-5192
Open
Year ‘Round

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 7 pm
Sun. 10:30 am - 5 pm
5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

www.andersonsmkt.com

607

our Facebook
Hot Lunches are back!! Check
page for daily specials

Lots of fresh LOCAL produce & APPLES
Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

PROBLEM WATER?

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008
cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

P
EL

PRE

PP

E
VIC

SU

Since 1968

O RT & H

Hard Water, Sulfur, Iron, Dirty or Smelly Water
Filters • Conditioners • Pumps – Sales & Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

12b16

Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967
info@oldehomerhouse.com

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291
Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

Solutions to ANY water problem

UM SER
MI

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

Elizabeth Brewster House

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

Heritage Realty

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ

7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell
5b19

+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!
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A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road
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10 ISS
22
10 23
10 24
10 25
10 26
11
1
11
2
11
3

PUB DATE

4/23/2020
5/7/2020
5/21/2020
6/4/2020
6/18/2020
7/2/2020
7/16/2020
7/30/2020

DEADLINE

4/14/2020
4/28/2020
5/12/2020
5/26/2020
6/9/2020
6/23/2020
7/7/2020
7/21/2020

THEME: FAIRY TALE CREATURES
ACROSS
1. *Like many mythical creatures
6. Second mo.
9. Spill the beans
13. Convex molding
14. “___ the President’s Men”
15. Ankle support, e.g.
16. Make a logical connection
17. *E.T.’s craft?
18. Des Moines native
19. *Fire-breather
21. *Household spirit
23. Tucker of “Modern Family”
24. Antonym of is
25. *Grimm’s Queen ____
28. Tailor-made
30. Showing on TV
35. “All’s well that ____ well”
37. Golly!
39. Punctuation mark
40. Seaport in Yemen
41. Hitching post?
43. Additionally
44. Poison ivy or Poison oak
46. One more than The Beatles
47. Hold as a conviction
48. *Mrs. Potts or her son Chip
50. Andrew Sean Greer’s 2017
Pulitzer-winner novel
52. Toast choice
53. Jack and Jill’s water jug
55. “____ Now or Never”
57. *Horse’s cousin
61. *One of the seven dwarfs
64. Ascetic holy Hindu
65. HHS agency
67. Relating to #25 Across
69. Banana treat
70. Go bad
71. Australian canid
72. Lou of “Walk on the Wild
Side” fame
73. Card in the hole?
74. “The Forsyte ____,” pl.
DOWN
1. Wisecrack
2. Like a zealous fan
3. Regular attendee
4. Hipbone-related
5. Cuban music genre, pl.
6. *Half-man, half-goat
7. *Santa’s helper
8. Splotches
9. Arch on a face
10. Croquet turf
11. Popular smoothie berry

Quarterly Report
We would now like to introduce to newly elected Legislator
Joseph Nauseef. He represents LD12
which is the area of Cortlandville
southeast of Homer including Bell
Drive, Locust Ave, Lighthouse HIll
Road, some of East River Road and
areas in and around McGraw. Joe is
a lifelong resident of this county and
is well known in the Homer community. He has served as a volunteer at
the Homer, Cortland and McGraw
Fire Departments and served as an
EMT for TLC Ambulance. Currently he is an electrician for Greenman’s Electric. His contact info is
jnauseef@cortland-co.org.

We leave you with this quote:
“I really do think that any deep crisis
is an opportunity to make your life
extraordinary in some way.” (Martha
Beck)
We certainly are living through a deep
crisis. Many of you have made extraordinary sacriﬁces during the Covid-19 crisis and we praise your eﬀorts.
Thank you!
Please contact your two local
county representatives with any questions or concerns. We are here to serve
YOU!
Kelly Preston kpreston@cortland-co.
org
Linda Jones ljones@cortland-co.org

Sam Kelley submitted this view from his living room window,
taken Thursday morning April 16, 2020.
12. Well, to Sofia Loren
15. Relating to living organisms
20. Opposite of alpha
22. Genetic initials
24. Parents hope to do this with values
25. *Beauty’s beau
26. Empower
27. Dropsy
29. *Big Bad One
31. Yellow brick one
32. Feeling worse than before
33. *Like Curious George
34. *Garden dweller
36. Finger move
38. Moneyed one
42. Pine product
45. Choose not to do something, 2 words
49. Toni Morrison’s “____ Baby”
51. 1862 plots, for short
54. Prefix for below
56. Old photo color
57. Stalin’s domain
58. Back of the neck
59. Not active
60. Past tense of chide
61. Fill beyond full
62. Sound of passing bullet
63. *Baba ____
66. *Who Bugs Bunny talks to?
68. Numbers, abbr.
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CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
April 9
Puzzle

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE
Lawn Mowing; Junk Removal; Clean
Outs, Houses & Barns; Pressure
Washing, Houses & Decks; Gutter
Cleaning; Driveway Sealing; Spring
Cleanups;
Mulching;
13
Yard
Dumpsters for rent; Much More. Fully
Insured, Reasonable Rates. 607-2994676
4b20

CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS www.CPRolloffDumpsters.com.
13
Yard
dumpsters
available.
Commercial – Residential cleanouts.
Junk Removal. Construction Debris.
Insured. Reasonable Rates. Owner
Shane Keep. 607-299-4184
6a20
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Village Food Market Coping With Supply
Pressures During COVID-19
With roots dating back to 1888, the Village
Food Market is carrying on a long time tradition of supplying local resident with vital
supplies during the current pandemic.
From the early 1900's until the 1960's
Burgetts operated the grocery store at the
same location as the current store. Then,
for several years, Bill and Lani White
operated the store as White's IGA. In the
early 1990's Debbie and Kevin Williams
purchased the store from Whites. About 7
years ago they undertook a complete renovation of the facade of the store, restoring it
to look similar to the original structure.

While they still carry a diverse line of groceries including fresh cut meats, dry goods,
produce, beverages, dairy and frozen
foods, they have also added a deli with sub
sandwiches that are well known throughout the area. And, if you are looking for
something with fewer carbohydrates, they'll
gladly package your sub in a carry-out container for you. Give it a try! The deli closes
for subs at 8:30 pm.
The Village Food Market is open 7 days a
week. Mon-Sat from 8am to 9 pm, Sunday
8 am to 8 pm.

Responses to Facebook question
"Who has the best sub sandwiches?"
Mike B.: Homer Food Mart
Dan P.: Homer food mart for cold subs
Ann and Debbie at the well-stocked meat case

John F.: Homer IGA
Connor M.: Cold subs Homer IGA
Ma R.: Homer IGA has the best subs!!!
Julie F: Homer IGA
Mike F.: Yeah homer IGA is a great place for subs.
Andrea M.: IGA in Homer
Sara C: Homer IGA for cold subs

More
Photos on
Page 7
Handy order form for reference. Call ahead, save
waiting in line.
Large subs are really big and LOADED!!!

607/749-3311
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Arlene Westlund Bishop took The Homer News to Abu
Dhabi to share with her brother who lives there. She is
shown in front of the Louve in Abu Dhabi

