THE HOMER NEWS
Volume X

Thursday, May 21, 2020

Issue 24

FREE

Memorial Day 2020 will be very different from past years due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
There will be no parade, and the public will not be allowed at the ceremony. It will
be broadcast on WXHC Radio. See Village page 6 inside for full details.
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Homer/Scott
Senior Center
Activities
All Senior Center activities for
Homer and Scott have been
Cancelled until further notice
due to the Covid 19 pandemic.
Check with the Cortland Couty
Nutrition Program for information on delivered meals to
Sr. Citizens.

All AARP Smart
Driver Classes
Cancelled
Thru June 30, 2020 due to
COVID-19. Classroom instruction may resume in July 2020.
ONLINE Class available at
www.aarpdriversafety.org

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: May 26, 2020 for the June 4,
2020 issue.

Around Town
Blood Drive
June 13 at
Homer First
United Methodist
Church
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held Saturday, June 13th, from
8am to 1:00pm, at the Homer First
United Methodist Church, 16 Cayuga
Street (on the Green)
A Double Red Cell Collection unit will
be available at this drive for type A-, B-,
AB-, and O.
Donors - get good night's sleep, hydrate,
and streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by
visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass
to complete your pre-donation reading
and health history questions on the day
of your appointment.
The Red Cross is also asking that donors
bring their own mask or covering that
covers both their nose and mouth. If a
donor does not have a mask, the Red
Cross will provide one.
Anyone who wishes to donate should
call and make an appointment at
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to: www.
redcrossblood.org
Plan ahead. If all appointment slots are
filled we may not be able to take walkin donors.

2020 Cortland County Hall
of Fame Selectees
The Homeville Museum (a component of the CNY Living History Center), in
conjunction with the Cortland County Historical Society, is proud to announce
the 2020 Cortland County Hall of Fame selectees. In chronological order of birth,
they are:
• Charles L. Reason (1818-1893): Educator and abolitionist; he was the
first African- American to serve as a professor at a majority-white college (McGrawville College, later named the New York Central College at
McGrawville). He was a child prodigy in mathematics and also taught Greek,
Latin, French and the sciences.
• James Squires (1819-1900): Businessman and philanthropist; he was an avid
supporter of affordable housing, public schools, railroad development & funding and the First Baptist Church in Cortland. His legacy includes founding the
State Normal School in Cortland and erecting the Squires Building.
• Dr Lydia Hammond Strowbridge (1830-1904): Physician, suffragette, abolitionist and progressive reformer. Despite her own serious health issues, she
studied with local doctors in NYC—one of the earliest women to do so--and
practiced medicine in Cortland County, specializing in women’s and children’s
diseases. She brought attention to many social issues, including abolition
of slavery, women’s suffrage, the temperance movement and women’s dress
reform.
• Alton B. Parker (1852-1926): NY Supreme Court Justice and Politician.
Educated at the Cortland Academy, State Normal School (SUNY-Cortland) and
Albany Law School, he ran for President of the United States against Theodore
Roosevelt in 1904. A career attorney and justice, he argued his first case
before the Court of Appeals in 1874. His career merged politics and law for
many years; he became the youngest judge of the NYS Supreme Court at age
33. Parker was elected Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals in 1897. After the
election of 1904, he represented progressive causes as an attorney, and was a
founder of the American Bar Association.
• Gary Wood (1942-1994): Football quarterback for Cortland High School,
Cornell University, NY Giants and New Orleans Saints. Was All-American
Honorable Mention, member of the AP All-East team and National Honor
Society, and set numerous Ivy League career and single-season records. He was
inducted into the Cornell Athletic Hall of Fame in 1989, and the NY Sports Hall
of Fame and National Jewish Sports Hall of Fame in 1996.

The 2020 Induction Ceremony is currently on hold. We will make an announcement on the Homeville & CNY Living
HOMER NEWS
History Center’s websites and Facebook
ADS
for either the date or a link to a virtual
GET
Induction Ceremony.
Small Engine Sales and Service
NOTICED
As with every previous year, there were
1409 East River Road - Cortland, NY
many more deserving individuals nomiA gift subscription to The
nated than selected. Three of the five
607-756-5677
Homer News will help
honorees this year had also been nomikeep your out-of-town
nated in at least one previous year; the
M-F 8:30 - 6:00
friends and relatives
two others were first nominated this
Sat. 8:00 - 1:00
informed. $36/year for 1st
year. Well-deserving people may not
Class Mail. Call 749-2613
Lawn Mower Pick-up and Delivery Available - Call for details
always be selected in their first or
second year on the ballot. Also, many
great people with compelling stories
are yet to be nominated. We gratefully acknowledge Eric Mulvihill, Evan
5RXWH+RPHr1<
Faulkenbury, Tabitha Scoville, Marsha
Powell and Joe Cortese for serving on
the selection committee. Thank you
Contact us today for your building needs!
to the many people who nominated
individuals and described their contributions at all levels of historical impactfrom their villages to the international
arena!
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Chain Saw Center

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

Benson Davis Insurance

Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC.
Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial
– Self-Storage – Commercial –
Reside al – Solid Core – Garages
CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770
Like us on Facebook
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077

Big or small, we
tackle it all!

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

STEPPING UP

Sold on Cortland County!

110 YEARS

607/753-0812

Homer Residents STEP UP to help others

CLEANERS

By: Kelly Fairchild-

“We’re as close as your phone”

Preston LD10,

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer

Linda Jones LD9

RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

Cortland County

B

JOHN FINN

Legislators
Meghan Henry and her husband

As we continue to highlight residents of the Town of Homer who stepped up to
unselﬁshly help our residents during this COVID 19 virus, we introduce Meghan
Henry.
Meghan was instrumental in the very successful Cortland County Dairy
Drive. She worked along with The Seven Valley Health Coalition and The United
Way, NFO and the Dairy Promotion Committee. It all started with her Facebook
fundraiser and grew into something much bigger. The Dairy Distribution served
almost 900 families. Each car received a bag ﬁlled with items like milk, yogurt,
string cheese, half & half, coﬀee milk, cottage cheese, sour cream, sliced cheese
and 2 gallons of milk.
How did this happen? All dairy products were DONATED and were picked
up from all over the state; Walton, Lowville, Adams, New Berlin, Syracuse and
Cortland with a refrigerated truck donated by TRINITY VALLEY in East Homer.
The pick up included 50 cases sour cream, 65 cases cream cheese from
Walton Kraft, 100 cases of string cheese from Lowville Kraft, 88 cases of sliced
cheese from Great Lakes Cheese in Adams, 1,880 single yogurts from Chobani
in Norwich, 100 cases coﬀee milk, 60 cases half & half and 70 cases yogurt from
Byrne Dairy, 10 crates chocolate milk from Upstate Farms and lastly 5,800 half
gallons of milk bottled by Cornell Dairy.
There was also an extra bonus as $1,700 was collected at the Dairy Drive
and will be earmarked to purchase DAIRY products for Cortland County Food
Pantries.
Meghan stated it was a very humbling experience and one of her most
rewarding days. Thank you Meghan. She reminds us to always THANK A FARMER!
If you know a Town of Homer resident who should be recognized, please contact
us at: kpreston@cortland-co.org or ljones@cortland-co.org

NEW LOCATION
19 N. Main St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHrLQWKH+RPHr([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG WHHNHQG+RXUV
&rHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[ $FFRXQW&DUGV $FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
19 N. Main St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

EhrHQ+H\Hr, PT'3T)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6WVW)ORRU+RPHr, NYZZZKH\HUSWFRP

* OUTDOOR JOB *
Dependable Weed Trimmer Needed
Scott Union Cemetery - Adult Preferred

Pay Negotiable

Contact: 607/749-6877 or 607/423-1065
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

Past Memorial Days in Homer
Memorial Day is fast approaching. Since 1970, the last Monday of May
has been set aside for this national holiday. That was not always the case.
May 30th was the date for the observance from 1868 to 1970, no matter the
day of the week upon which it fell. Originally called “Decoration Day,”
the first national celebration of Memorial Day took place May 30, 1868, at
Arlington National Cemetery. Since then, the tradition has been for many
people to visit cemeteries and memorials on Memorial Day to honor and
mourn those who had died in military service. Many volunteers, such as
Boy Scouts in Homer, usually place an American flag on each grave in
cemeteries. From its post-Civil War origins, veterans’ organizations in communities have encouraged school children, even in Homer, to bring flowers
to “decorate” the graves.
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, this year’s Memorial Day will
be like no other. The Homer American Legion Post will be having a virtual ceremony at the cemetery Memorial Day morning. Police Chief Bob
Pitman and Post Commander Paul Powers came up with a good plan. There
will be no parade, and the main speaker will hopefully be a nurse who has
been on the frontlines of the war against COVID-19. The ceremony will be
broadcast on X101. The community is urged to participate from the safety
of home.
Meanwhile, here are some examples of how the Homer community
observed Memorial Day in the past. What traditions have continued, and
which ones have not? See if you can find similarities and differences.
On May 25, 1877, the Homer Republican made this announcement:
The exercises of Memorial Day, Wednesday, May 30th, will
commence on the Public Square [the Green] at 8:30 a. m. Comrade
Captain J. C. Atwater is detailed as Marshal of the Day. Comrade
H. Fuller, Officer of the Day, will take command of the Post. The
procession will be formed at 9 o’clock a. m. in the following order:
Homer Cornet Band. Post Willoughby Babcock and soldiers [veterans of the war for the Union]. Speaker and Clergy. Trustees of the
Village. Fraternities. Fire Department. Citizens.
At Glenwood Cemetery, the following was to be the program:
Decoration of graves. Music by the Band. Prayer. Singing. Address
by Rev. Wm. A. Robinson. Music. Benediction. Comrades J. K.
Miller, G. W. Dayton, and Horton Bates will receive and take charge
of contributions of flowers.
The ladies of Homer were “urgently requested to prepare and send
bouquets to the town hall [Episcopal Church at eight o’clock a. m.”
Businessmen and citizens of the village and vicinity, were “earnestly invited
to lay aside the ordinary pursuits and share with us in the performance of
a sacred duty.” The invitation to the community was signed by E. J Peck,
Commander of W. Babcock Post of the Grand Army of the Republic and W.
D. Brooks, Adjutant.
Sometime around 1913, Memorial Day leaned more in a religious direction in Homer. The Homer Republican reported that a well-attended joint
church service was held on a Sunday evening at the Methodist Episcopal
Church “in honor of the veterans of the civil war, living and dead….” The
local Grand Army post and Sons of Veterans arrived in a body. The twentysix veterans in attendance and sons of veterans were given seats of honor.
The churches were represented by Rev. E. E. Merring, Rev. B. L. Herr and
Rev. F. W. Dickinson. A choir led the singing and a trio consisting of Mrs.
Chauncy Baker, Mrs. F. M. Briggs and Mrs. W. B. Newcomb performed
two selections and Mrs. Baker sang “a familiar civil war song.” Rev. Mr.
Merring delivered the sermon. His text was “What Mean Ye by These
Stones?” (Joshua, iv, 6).
The newspaper commented that Merring “spoke in an interesting and
effective manner of memorial day set apart as a sacred day of remembrance
and honor to the nation’s dead and of honor also to the survivors of the
Grand Army of the Republic, who fought for noble principles and a united

nation.” The pastor went on to emphasize “the duty of a proper observance
of the day and of teaching the children patriotism and true love and appreciation of our nation, and those who had suffered to make it what it is.” He
said he wanted the next generation to be fighters—”fighters for the right,
fighters in the battle against the great wrongs existing in our national and
social life of to-day.” Chiefly, he pointed to “the liquor question and the
taking from any person the right to a fair chance in life.” He appealed to the
veterans assembled “to live the Christian life of service and by righteous
living to set a worthy example to the rising generation who look upon them
with reverence as the nation’s heroes.”
The Homer Republican of June 5, 1913, noted that Memorial Day itself
in Homer was “fittingly observed” that year “in accordance with the program published in the Republican last week.” Because the weather was
“fine and bright and not too cool for comfort,” the attendance “was larger
than usual, many young men and women being present.” Over forty Grand
Army veterans attended, along with twenty Sons of Veterans. The memorial services took place at the usual place in Glenwood Cemetery at 10:30
a. m. The veterans were conveyed there by automobiles courtesy of local
citizens. The parade had formed at 10 a. m., under the command of H. H.
Harrington and the Marshall of the Day, C. H. Stevens. The column was
headed by “an excellent fife and drum corps from Cortland.”
Upon reaching the cemetery the veterans were “seated in chairs provided on the soldiers’ plot where these services have long been held.” The
extensive services were opened by the reading of the G. A. R. ritual by
Commander Harrington and officers of the post. The command was then
turned over to the President of the Day, W. G. Crandall. What followed
was: Memorial Hymn. Male Quartet (Messrs. Schaeffer and Ralph Bennett
of Cortland, Prof. J. M. Round [of the Academy] and Fred T. Newcomb of
Homer). Prayer offered by Rev. E. E. Merring. Remarks by the President of
the Day W. G. Crandall. Reading of Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address by Dr.
G. A. Burdick. Reading by W. G. Crandall of G.A.R. Commander-in-Chief
Logan’s 1868 Order calling for a national day of remembrance for the
nation’s Civil War dead. Song “Rock of Ages” by the Quartet. Address by
Rev. B. L. Herr. Singing of “America” by the Quartet. Benediction offered
by Chaplain Rev. F. W. Dickinson.
The newspaper observed that “The program was very effectively given
and the address by Rev. Benjamin L. Herr was most able, appropriate,
eloquent and inspiring.” The paper summed up the contents of the speech
in one long sentence:
It was full of patriotic sentiment and appreciation of the brave and
noble deeds of the soldiers of the Civil War, living and dead, and
of sane and timely thought for the future and the type of bravery
required to solve our grave and insistent problems, which must be
worked out by strong, high minded, God fearing men.
It is interesting to note that Homer’s Grand Army post had a membership at the time of thirty-five. It had been organized in 1870 with Prof. E.
J. Peck, then Principal of Homer Academy, as its first commander. The
members in 1913 were Charles S. Brown, F. D. Carpenter, Sr., Frank Corl,
Rev. F. W. Dickinson, H. H. Harrington, C. O. Newton, Lewellyn P. Norton
[Congressional Medal of Honor recipient], P. A. Norton, M. J. Pratt, R.
C. Shattuck, William Simpson, Charles H. Stevens, George W. Stebbins,
Henry Walton, E. A, Williams, Myron Wooster, Charles W. Hutchings,
L. Stebbins, Harrison Chapman, Frederick Monk, William Sweet, David
B. Chapman, John Y. Simmons, George Satterlee [also known as “Sig
Sautelle”], W. A. Brink, Theron Gutchess, E. F. Whitcomb, Charles
Lawson, J. S. McMaster, Robert Nixon, E. W. Clark, H. A. Smith, C. E.
Haight, Smith S. Wright, and John Tuthill. The Sons of Veterans had organized only a few months earlier during the winter, and its charter members
included F. A. Crosley, William G. Crandall, D. F. Shattuck, F. H. Alvord,
Charles Creque, Dr. G. A. Burdick, Arthur Stebbins, Fred Stebbins, Wilbur
Gutchess, Melvin Pratt, Fred T. Newcomb, R. J. Simpson, John Marble, F.
D. Miller, Roy McMaster, Earl Smith, and Herman Miles.
On that Memorial Day, one hundred graves of soldiers in Glenwood
Cemetery were decorated with the national flag, and a number of graves of
soldiers in Atwater Cemetery on the Scott Road and the Goodale Cemetery
on West Hill were similarly honored.
The next year, 1914, the newspaper informed its readers on May 28, that
Homer’s “Grocery stores will be closed from 12:30 to 5 p. m. on Memorial

Memorial Day

continued on page 8
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End-of-Life Planning Conversations Are
Hard, and Now Is the Time to Have Them
by Lucia Jander, M.D., Medical Director at Hospicare & Palliative Care Services
172 East King Rd., Ithaca, NY 14850 | 607.272.0212

End-of-life. Dying. Death. These words make people so uncomfortable that they
often soften them. We talk about loved ones who “passed away,” or “lost a battle,”
or “went to heaven.”
There are many reasons to view COVID-19 as a dark time for our community and
our world. It is. If there is a silver lining to a pandemic, it is that it makes people confront their own mortality, to think about their wishes, and – I hope – to become a little
more comfortable with death as a part of life. This is a good time to open the door to
those conversations with loved ones.
In hospice, every patient and family works with staff to develop a personalized care
plan. Each patient shares with us their preferences for physical, emotional, social,
and spiritual care. Some patients may desire music therapy; others may want help
making amends with their family. Just as every person is unique, there is no “one size
fits all” approach to end-of-life care.
How do you imagine your end-of-life experience? What medical or life-sustaining
care do you want?
Who are the family and friends who will be most impacted by your death?
What do you want your legacy to be?
You don’t need to be sick or in crisis to have these conversations. My advice to my
patients is to start with yourself. Spend time thinking about your desires, and what
you want to articulate to your loved ones. Think of this process as creating peace of
mind for yourself and a gift to the people who love you most.
Once you have your own thoughts together, here are some resources to get started:
Having the Conversation
Although end-of-life planning is critical for adults at every age, it can be difficult to
find a way to introduce the topic of conversation to your loved ones. Try to remember
that by having the dialogue, you are doing your loved ones a favor because they
won’t have to guess your wishes.
A Living Will is not a legal document, but it is something that you can provide to
your loved ones and your health care proxy to explain your decisions about your
end of life. A document like “5 Wishes” can help you think about medical, emotional
and spiritual questions, providing a structure for you to reflect on these issues and
start the conversation with your health care proxy, other medical providers, and your
family.
Medical Decisions
A Health Care Proxy is a legal document designates a person who will make health
care decisions only if you are unable to make them yourself. Because it is difficult to
know all the choices that will need to be made, it is important to appoint someone you
trust and who knows your core values. Be sure that every one of your medical providers has a copy of this proxy, keep a copy at home, and send a copy to your attorney,
if you have one. It’s also a good idea to think about naming an alternate proxy, in the
event your primary proxy can’t perform their duties; make sure both individuals are
unified around you and your expressed desires.
A Medical Orders for Life Sustaining Treatment (MOLST) form outlines your wishes
for the end of life in the event you cannot make this decision yourself. If you do not
have a Health Care Proxy, this document will guide medical decisions. If you do have
a Health Care Proxy, this document can guide their choices on your behalf.
A Do Not Resuscitate Order (DNR) determines what life sustaining measures, if
any, you would like if your heart has stopped beating and you are not breathing. While
a DNR can stand alone, it is also a part of the more comprehensive MOLST form.
Financial Decisions
A Durable Power of Attorney names someone to make financial decisions when you
can no longer do so. If finances are complicated or there are exceptions to the use
of your money, this document can be drawn up by a lawyer.
A Will indicates how your assets and estate will be distributed upon death. The
person you name within your will as the executor is responsible for ensuring your
wishes are met. Your will may also specify arrangements for care of minors, gifts to
loved ones or favorite charities, and funeral and/or burial arrangements
A Living Trust provides instructions about the person's estate and appoints someone, called the trustee, to hold title to property and funds for the beneficiaries. A living
trust can provide a detailed plan for property disposition.
Other Considerations
If you’d like to be an organ donor, you can fill out an organ donation card and carry it
in your wallet. In New York State, you can also have this choice listed on your driver's
license by contacting the DMV.
Put together important documents and information so that they are easy to access
in a time of stress or uncertainty. Among items to consider putting together in a safe
place, ideally in a fireproof box:
• bank account numbers, both checking and savings
• insurance policies
• investment account details
• safe deposit box keys
• Social security card and other identification like birth certificates and passports
• Utility and other monthly billing information
• mortgage, deed, or lease for your home or residence
• vehicle title
• Internet account numbers and passwords, including subscriptions and email
accounts
• Important phone numbers for family members, your lawyer, doctor, and financial
planner, pastor or priest, and your preferred funeral home.
Dying is not something we can – or should soften. Death is a part of life, and planning
for it can make all the difference to the emotional health of those you leave behind.
If you need help connecting to resources, or ideas for how to start this process for
yourself, please contact us at Hospicare. We are here to support residents of Cortland
and Tompkins counties, and we speak to individuals and groups about the importance
of end-of-life planning. Our goal is always to make your wishes are expressed and
respected, so email info@hospicare.org or call 607-272-0212 with any questions.

Joseph, The Candy Man
Post Civil War
And many years more
Joseph Walker came to be
When he managed a store
His Dad owned before
Both part of your ancestry
Joseph Walker
A gentle talker
In the city Binghamton
Where his candy store
Sold Sweets and more
Perhaps some bubble gum
There were lolly pops
And Tootsie Rolls
Fudge and all sweets nice
Happy were the Moms and Dads
With the penny price
Shelves stocked with toys
For girls and boys
For sure he was a businessman
Who stashed his bucks away
Bought a bit of real estate
Smart was the Walker way
One of his quirks
Storing fireworks
‘Neath the bridge downtown
When hoodlums brash
Fired up his stash
And nearly blew the town
This gent kind hearted
At eighty-three parted
He answered his heavenly call
Every big-wig in town
At the burial ground
But missed by the kids most of all
Your great grandma Emma*
Dispelled a dilemma
About the Lester clan
Revealed was her brother
Who was no other
Than Joseph the Candy Man!
Pat, keep on doing
The task you’re pursuing
In your Ancestry
I’ll do my best
But I need a rest
From writing poetry.
*Great Grandma Emma Walker Lester
Helen Dunning (Patty Hemmings sister-in-law) wrote this poem and sent it to Patty.
Easter candy in the stores reminded her of “Joseph the Candy Man”.
Joseph Walker was born in 1859 in New York, died September 13, 1940 in
Binghamton , NY. He ran a toy and candy store at 109 Court St. in Binghamton,
NY for fifty years. The store was started by his father, and Joseph took it over from
his father.
Patty also had a copy of a photograph to go with this poem, but unfortunately it
would not reproduce well enough to print.

Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV
7LUHVPRXQWEDODQFHURWDWH
$OLJQPHQWXSWRµZKHHOEDVH

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714
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Memorial Day

continued from page 6

Day, [but] will be open morning and evening.” The paper’s June 4th issue
described the special day’s events. It noted “There was a little rain during
the forenoon but before noon the skies had cleared, and the afternoon was
an ideal one for the parade to the cemetery and the out-of-door exercises.”
At 2 p. m. the veterans, Sons of Veterans, and Village officers in automobiles formed in line on Main Street under command of John Y. Simmons
and, headed by a Cortland drum corps, paraded to Glenwood Cemetery.
Marshal of the Day was F. A. Crosley, and “the exercises were held in the
usual place on the plot in the center of the cemetery.” The program was
quite similar to the previous year, including the Grand Army ritual, prayers,
recitation of the Gettysburg Address, and a main speaker. This time, however, singing was provided by “the girls of the sixth, seventh, and eighth
grades and academic department of the Academy, led by Choir Director
Cook of the Congregational choir.”
Rev. J. H. Olmstead, pastor of the Congregational Church, was the main
speaker, his subject being “Trophies.” He spoke of the visible trophies of the
Civil War, “treasured in many places in our nation and…stored in the hearts
of our citizens.” He pointed out “many lessons taught by the brave and selfsacrificing soldiers of our Civil War, which should be treasured as priceless
trophies of that great and bloody conflict which cost this nation so dearly
but left to it heritage of union and freedom beyond price.” Interestingly,
there was no mention of lessons taught by those involved in the more recent
war with Spain or the prospects of any future lessons looming on the horizon. The Great War in Europe would break out the next month. In just a few
years, offspring of Civil War veterans would ship “over there” for another
“great and bloody conflict.”

Line-up of cars in the Memorial Day parade, May 30, 1930. Looking
north, from in front of the Elizabeth Brewster House.
Still photo taken from movie found at the Homer American Legion
and converted to DVD.

Color Guard entering Glenwood Cemetery, 2016

Led by the girls’ choir, the services of 1914 were closed by singing
“America.” The graves had been previously decorated on Sunday by a
committee from the Sons of Veterans led by a G. A. R. member. At the conclusion of the exercises the G. A. R. veterans and Sons of Veterans again
entered the automobiles and were taken to Post headquarters.
One cannot help but notice the emphasis that was placed on vocal music
at the earlier Memorial Day observances. Some patriotic songs were written
for the day’s purpose and for commercial interests. A publisher in Toledo,
Ohio, ran a notice that appeared in the May 11, 1877, edition of the Homer
Republican. For thirty cents, one could order a copy of a new song, “No
More the Bugle’s Stirring Blast.” With lyrics by Samuel N. Mitchell and
music by Charles E. Prior, the piece was arranged to be sung either as solo
and chorus, or as a quartet. Emphasis was placed on it having been “written expressly for Memorial Day, May 30th, 1877, and will be sung in every
State, where there is a soldier’s grave to honor.” But the publisher was offering a special deal. Those ordering for the memorial exercises could have one
single copy for 25 cents or five copies mailed postpaid for $1.00.
We know, as mentioned above, that there was “singing” at the cemetery
in Homer on May 30, 1877, and if this proposed “National Memorial Song”
was included in the program, those in attendance would have heard this
opening stanza:
No more the bugle’s stirring blast
Will call our heroes to the fray;
For they have found a rest at last
And at their graves we pause to-day.
The buds brought forth by April show’rs
We’ve woven into garlands gay.
And on each mound we strew the flow’rs
Fresh with the breath of May.

John Yale Simmons, seated center, last Homer NY survivor of the Grand
Army of the Republic, taken in the 1930's. John died in 1939.

Soldiers & Sailors monument, Glenwood Cemetery, 2016
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

When the Library Reopens
There are times in our lives
when everything changes, when the
world before is gone and the world
we enter is a new territory. Often
that happens for good reasons. We
get married. We graduate from high
school or college. We start a new
job. Sometimes it happens for difficult reasons. Someone we love
dies. We lose our job. We have to
move and leave behind friends and
familiar places we love. Either way,
we have to start again, to build
new ways of doing things, make
new friends, find people to help us.
That’s what this pandemic is like. As
we start to come out of our houses
and try to get back to work, we have
to find new ways of doing the things
that matter to us and we have to find
those ways together.
At the library, we are busy
developing plans for reopening.
We don’t know when that will be
exactly, but there are a few things
we do know. We know that initially
when we are allowed to start offering services and reopening, we will
be offering curbside service. We
know we will be placing books and
returned materials in quarantine for
the prescribed length of time to
ensure they are safe for circulating.
We know we will have to protect
staff and patrons by requesting that
everyone wear masks. And we know
that the summer reading program
will take place, but registration, logging books read, entering raffles,
and all programs will be done virtually.
As it comes close to time to
reopen our doors, and we are hopeful that will be soon, we will be giving out more information on what
library services will look like as
we go into these new days together.
Follow us on Facebook and keep an
eye on our website www.phillipsfreelibrary.org for updates and information about our reopening. In the
meantime, stay safe and check out
our virtual programming and ebooks
available online.
What’s New at the Library?
Library Podcast

The library’s podcast, Teatime
at the Library is continuing to be
produced, with three new episodes
since we’ve been closed. Follow the
link from our website or Facebook
page to access episodes of the podcast, both old and new. Even if
you’ve never listened before, now’s
a good time to start. It’s a quick
listen and a chance to think about
something a little more lighthearted
in these uncertain times.
Missing Story Time? Well you
don’t have to.
During our closure, we are continuing Toddler Story Time and Rockin’
Readers. They are just online now.
Story time links are on our Facebook
page. A new Toddler Story Time
goes up every Wednesday morning at 10:30 am. Rockin’ Readers
stories are up by 6 pm on Tuesday,
with Miss Sarah live at 6:15 pm with
a craft. Check out our Facebook
page and website to see what we are
cooking up online.
Library Blog
Even if you don’t have much time
to read, check out the Library Blog.
There’s a new post every week and
it’s a quick read, a few minutes to
think about something other than
what you are going to eat next,
or how to help your children with
Math! The link is on the library’s
homepage.
Ebooks, Downloadable Audio, and
Emagazines, Oh my!
The library building maybe closed,
but the library is still here to provide
you with your next great read (or
listen). To get started go to your
app store and download Libby by
Overdrive to your device, After you
download the app you will need to
answer a few questions including
name of your library, Phillips Free
Library, and your library card and
pin numbers. After that you should
be all set to download books!
Don’t have a Library Card? We
can help with that, too.
The rotating display on our homepage has a link to register for a temporary library card. Fill it out and
we’ll get you set up with a tempo-

rary registration number to use to
download ematerials while we are
closed.
Having difficulties downloading?
Give us a shout out.
If you are having difficulty downloading materials, email us at circulation@phillipsfreelibrary.org. We’ll
be in touch to help you get reading
free downloadable library materials
soon.
Want to participate in a tech help
Zoom meeting? Email us. If there is
enough interest, we’ll set one up.
Facebook
Keep in contact with us through
our Facebook page and blog. You
can find the links on our website at
www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .
FAQ – while we are closed
1. When we will we be reopening? We will be following the
regional plan for reopening.
Our hope is to begin to provide
some form of services, as soon
as we can. Follow us on Facebook to keep up-to-date.
2. When are my items due? Nothing is due before we reopen.
The library system has extended all due dates until July
6th. The drop box is currently
closed. Keep your items and
don’t worry about returning
them until we reopen.
3. What about fines? We are fine
free, so you will not accrue
any late fees while we are
closed.
4. If you need to contact us, you
can message us on Facebook
or email us at circulation@
phillipsfreelibrary.org

Appearance
The sparse green of the new
growing year the cold grown silent
engulfed by warmer sounds
wafting the starburst of the crab apple
a kaleidoscope dizzying to compound eyes
shades of rose from the new graft
splayed from the old trunk
suckers lopped off the scion
from its root stem a petaled top
forgives the inflicted wound
morning blossoms healing creation
is good as it’s seen.
--Gary Weatherby

The Voice of the Town
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 7 pm

Open
Year ‘Round

Sun. 10:30 am - 5 pm
5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

KMA’S ROOFING
DEMOLITION & HAUL AWAY
We Clean Out Barns - Basements - Attics
Mobile Homes - Unwanted Buildings
Cars - Trucks - Machinery
Appliances - Tires

607

www.andersonsmkt.com

Hot Lunches Daily!!!!!!

Check our Facebook
page for daily specials

We have Flowering Plants in stock!!
Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

Roofing - Carpentry
Replacement Windows
Docks - Retaining Walls
Rooftops - Snow & Ice Removal

Insured

KEVIN M. AMIDON
MATTHEW ELVIS AMIDON
MAXWELL CRAW AMIDON

607-749-8720

Leave Message

I’ll Haul It All For A Fair Price

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291
Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

Historic Homer
Tours

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008
cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
Copeland AYH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

W . S cott h icks

Professional Kitchen Designer

SALLY BROWN KURTZ

rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT

4 Convenient Locations:

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

NEED WATER?
WELLS • WATER CONDITIONING • PUMPS

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox
Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967
info@oldehomerhouse.com

- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ

Since 1968

FREE Estimates and On-Site Review
Reasonable Rates • Prompt Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

.
..
.
email: wheeler814@yahoo.com

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm

1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045

607-753-1714

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR
CAR REPAIR
NYS
INSPECTIONS
ALIGNMENTS
"BIG and small,
we fix them all"

JIM FERRIS
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.


Don Ferris
10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP
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38. Colossal
39. With no effort
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42. Leave hastily, two words
44. *Commissioned officer of
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46. “____, drink, and be
merry”
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The Homer News was started in 2010 as a bi-weekly newspaper to serve the Town and Village of Homer. The circulation
has grown from 3000 copies to 4200 copies in the past 7
years.
There is now an opportunity for a new owner to build on the
established advertising base to provide a substantial income
while providing a valuable and appreciated service to the
readers in the area. Modest investment required. Current
owner will aid in the transition after the sale.
Reply your interest to: Editor, The Homer News, P.O. Box
125, Homer, NY 13077
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13. *Throwing weapon
16. Ice, dark, and middle, e.g.
18. Pittsburgh Steelers’ ____ Field
21. Dojo turf
22. Was sick
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Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE
– www.ShanesHandymanCNY.com
– Lawn Mowing, Junk Removal,
Spring Cleanups, Pressure Washing
Houses & Decks, Driveway Sealing,
Mulching, Gutter Cleaning, Cleanouts
– Houses, Barns, much more. Fully
Insured, Reasonable Rates, Free
6b20
Estimates. 607-299-4676

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS
CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS www.CPRolloffDumpsters.com.
13
Yard
dumpsters
available.
Commercial – Residential cleanouts.
Junk Removal. Construction Debris.
Insured. Reasonable Rates. Owner
Shane Keep. 607-299-4184
6a20
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Dr. Kristi Fragnoli Receives Education Award
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Obituary
Diane M. Brady, 1950 - 2020
Diane McLaughlin Brady, of Homer,
NY, died peacefully after a short illness, at Winter Haven Hospital, on
Sunday, May 3, 2020, with her best
friend and husband by her side.
Born in Binghamton, NY, she attended Binghamton Central High School
(1968) and went on to SUNY Cortland
(BA 1972, MA 1975), where she met
the love of her life and husband of
almost 48 years, Michael J. Brady.

Dr. Kristi Fragnoli, an education professor at The College of Saint Rose, was
recently selected as the first-ever recipient of the Dr. Benita Jorasky Outstanding
College Educator Memorial Award, presented by the New York State Council for
the Social Studies (NYCSS). "Kristi has the qualities of an excellent educator
and is most deserving of this award" the award ceremony program stated. "She
has a passion for students and is among the best college educators in New York
State."
Dr. Kristi Fragnoli is a graduate of Homer High School and the daughter of
Roland "Frog" and Margaret Fragnoli.

Diane fundamentally believed in the
importance of education and devoted
herself to teaching others. She began her career as an English teacher at Cortland
High School (1972-1974) and, later, at Homer Junior High School, she taught
eighth grade for 30 years, where she positively impacted thousands of students.
She also worked as State Coordinator for Odyssey of the Mind and was forever
devoted to supporting students, having started the Lunch Bunch, a Saturday
Writing class, State Test Preparation class, and her pride and joy: The Junior
High Drama Club.
Diane loved the theatre and recognized that adolescents, facing the trials of early
teenage years, needed a home. She produced her first school drama in 1989
and went on to direct forty more productions. Her first play was put on in the
gym, where students built lights with salvaged car headlights. She later began
directing multiple productions annually in addition to taking students to see a
Broadway show in New York City.
She believed strongly in public service and volunteered in the community
throughout her life. Most notably, she served as the Homer School Community
Association President, elections inspector, church lector and eucharistic minister
at Newman Hall Catholic Center, and was a long-time member of the Newman
Foundation. She volunteered for many years at Cortland Repertory Theatre, running the box office, ushering, and filling in wherever needed.

Bob Pascal

10b20

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com

Upon retirement in 2010, Diane and Mike became snowbirds, living life to the
fullest, as they benefitted from loving and joyful communities of friends in both
New York and Florida. She loved joining her friends in water aerobics and
Trivial Pursuit nights, attending summer theatre, and cherishing time with her
“wine buddies.” She enjoyed traveling the world with Mike and experiencing
new adventures.
Diane’s greatest love in life was her family. She cherished their time together
and took great pride in her daughters’ and grandchildren’s successes. She is survived by her husband, Michael J. Brady; her daughters, Karen (Miles) Dudgeon,
Meaghan (Mark) Wilson, and Sarah (Bradley) Cook; her parents, James M. and
Beverly McLaughlin; and her brother, James S. McLaughlin. She was blessed
with and survived by seven spirited grandchildren: Caoimhe, Maxwell, Ruairi,
Masalee, Deaglan, Broderick, and Dreux. Additionally, she is survived by
nieces, nephews, and a loving extended family, which includes many friends and
“adopted” family members.
A celebration of life will be held at a later date when we can all gather together.
In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to Cortland Repertory Theatre in
support of their youth program. Donations may be sent to CRT Youth Program,
PO Box 783, Cortland, NY, 13045, in memory of Diane Brady.
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Rena Vanslyke - Reading the Homer News in Bermuda 2015

