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Homer/Scott
Senior Center
Activities

Around Town
Stepping Up For Others

All Senior Center activities for
Homer and Scott have been
Cancelled until further notice Town of Homer Residents STEP UP to help others.
due to the Covid 19 pandemic. By: Kelly Fairchild Preston and Linda Jones, Cortland County Legislators
Check with the Cortland Couty
Continuing our quest to recognize Town of Homer residents who have
Nutrition Program for infor- generously given of themselves to aid and assist others as we all navigate
mation on delivered meals to through the COVID 19 challenges, we introduce MARY BETTERS.
Mary works with the Southern Tier Food Bank to provide food for families
Sr. Citizens.

All AARP Smart
Driver Classes
Cancelled
Thru June 30, 2020 due to
COVID-19. Classroom instruction may resume in July 2020.
ONLINE Class available at
www.aarpdriversafety.org

in our county. She tirelessly drives to Whitney Point or Dryden to pick up
from the food bank. Then she sorts, packages and delivers it to 25 families
twice a month (sometimes more). She delivers in the Cortland, Homer area
but also as far away as Willet.
Mary has been doing this for years, long before COVID 19 appeared. It
is hard and heavy work as she loads and distributes using her truck and
trailer.
As if that is not enough, Mary manages and stocks a Food Pantry at The
Chapel.
Mary is devoted to what she calls her “mission”. She is tireless when it
comes to helping others.
If you know a Town of Homer resident who should be recognized, please
contact us at kpreston@cortland-co.org or ljones@cortland-co.org

The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held Saturday, June 13th, from
8am to 1:00pm, at the Homer First
United Methodist Church, 16 Cayuga
Street (on the Green)
A Double Red Cell Collection unit will
be available at this drive for type A-, B-,
AB-, and O.
Donors - get good night's sleep, hydrate,
and streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by
visiting RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass
to complete your pre-donation reading
and health history questions on the day
of your appointment.
The Red Cross is also asking that donors
bring their own mask or covering that
covers both their nose and mouth. If a
donor does not have a mask, the Red
Cross will provide one.

EVENTS
CALENDAR

Anyone who wishes to donate should
call and make an appointment at
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to: www.
redcrossblood.org

As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: June 9, 2020 for the June 18,
2020 issue.

Plan ahead. If all appointment slots are
filled we may not be able to take walkin donors.

HOMER NEWS

HOMER NEWS
ADS
GET
NOTICED
A gift subscription to The
Homer News will help
keep your out-of-town
friends and relatives
informed. $36/year for 1st
Class Mail. Call 749-2613

Blood Drive
June 13 at
Homer First
United Methodist
Church




MARY BETTERS alongside her trailer that she uses to deliver
food to twenty five local families.

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

Benson Davis Insurance
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Contact us today for your building needs!
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Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC.
Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial
– Self-Storage – Commercial –
Reside al – Solid Core – Garages
CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770
Like us on Facebook
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077

Big or small, we
tackle it all!

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Julie Fairchild-Niederhofer
Memorial Day Speaker

Julie Fairchild-Niederhofer, who volunteered to support nurses and staff at a
hospital in Manhattan, was the keynote Memorial Day speaker at a very unusual
Memorial Day ceremony at Glenwood Cemetery. Because of restrictions on gathering and social distancing, none of the usual parade events were held.
Viet Nam Veteran Francis Riter, Past Commander of the Burns McAuliffe Post
of the American Legion also addressed the group. The entire event was available
on you-tube for those who wished to witness it.

Village of Homer Budget and
Additional Program Cut for 20202021 Fiscal Year
• Farmers Market. The Farmers Market will be closed for the
2020 year at Homer, NY.
Note: In these unprecedented times, the Village Board will continue to review the situation to determine if programs can be
added back safely, held at a later time, or a new program added
later in the year. We would like to thank the community for its
continued support and hope everyone stays well.
For questions, please contact Dan Egnor, Village Clerk, at 607749-3322 or degnor@homerny.org.
NEW LOCATION
84 Cortland St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQ+RPHrQH[WWRWKH+RPHU(/.6&OXE
(YHQLQJDQG WHHNHQG+RXUV
&rHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[ $FFRXQW&DUGV $FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
84 Cortland St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KrHQ+H\Hr, PT'3T)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
&RUWODQG6W QH[WWR(/.6 +RPHr, NYZZZKH\HUSWFRP

Sold on Cortland County!

Anderson is 4 Years Old

Officers Charlie and RJ stopped by to wish Anderson a happy 4th
birthday last week after they saw the sign "Honk for Anderson's 4th
Birthday." True community policing.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

Dennis Dobbins & the House That Cabbage Built
The Landmark Society of Cortland County, now headquartered at the History
Center at Key Bank in Homer, was originally created in the early 1970s by Anna
Hilton, Mary Alice Bellardini, and other Homer citizens. Originally, the goal was
to foster the designation of a proud “historic district” in the village and the preservation of the 220 structures within it.
Houses do not build themselves. Behind every edifice, be it large or small,
residential or commercial, there is a story – a story of the people responsible for
this built space. Thus, in the past couple years, the Society has transitioned from a
singular mission to a dual mission: the preservation of local architecture and local
history.
An excellent example of a built space in the Historic District with an interesting history behind it is the picturesque house at 16 North Main Street occupied
by Barry and Pat Ryan. Their Queen Anne style home was originally built by an
Irish immigrant named Dennis Dobbins who made a name for himself locally as
“the cabbage king.” This is his story as gleaned from multiple issues of over ten
newspapers of his era.

circa 1913 post card from the Collection of Kelly Preston

Dennis Dobbins was born in 1847 in Cork, Ireland, one of nine children of John
and Mary Crimmins Dobbins. When Dennis was ten years old, the family immigrated to America and soon settled in Homer. In 1871 Dennis married Johanna
Barry (called “Hannah”), who also had been born in Ireland in 1847 and came to
this country when a child. Her family came to Marathon. This is where she first met
her future husband. The couple would spend the rest of their lives in the village of
Homer and raise five children. Only two of the children outlived their parents -one son, Joseph, who always remained at the parental home, and a daughter, Rosa.
Maurice died in infancy. Then there was Ella and a second son named Maurice.
Little is known about Dennis Dobbins until his name starts to appear in local
papers in the 1880s, and then it is because of his political life. The Republican
newspaper of August 14, 1884 lists him among fifty men who signed up to establish a club to support the Democratic Party presidential ticket of Cleveland and
Hendricks. Three years later, he was reported to be active in Democratic Party
politics at the county level.
Homer Village Minutes for 1885 reveal the 38-year-old Dobbins was hired by
the municipality to “cart timber, coal, etc.” and to provide wood. This ad in The
Republican on July 22, 1886, shows him to be a hardworking member of the community:
Fire Wood of All Kinds at DENNIS DOBBINS’ WOOD YARD!
CORTLAND ST., HOMER, N. Y.
All kinds of firewood delivered promptly to any place in the village at reasonable
prices.
I am also prepared to do teaming, trucking, moving, etc., in the lowest rates.
He must have been successful at his earliest vocation. By March 3, 1887, he
was building two new homes on Cortland Street on a lot he had purchased earlier.
The next year, he bought four building lots on Copeland Avenue, and in August he
bought a team of trucking horses and continued to advertise his trucking business.
In May of 1889, he bought a house on James Street, and two months later bought
a lot on Cayuga Street with intent to build a new residence for his family.
It is presumed that it was at this Cayuga Street residence that Ella, the youngest
daughter, was nearly suffocated by coal gas on a December night in 1890. Hannah
arose in the night to see if Ella was properly covered and found her unconscious
and the room filled with gas from a coal stove. Dr. Stone was summoned. Only
after working over the child for hours did he manage to revive her, but word circu-

lated that she was dead. Other members of the family also suffered from the gas
but were not seriously affected.
Then, on New Year’s Day, 1891, the Republican reported: “Ella, youngest
daughter of Dennis Dobbins, who was reported to have been poisoned by coal
gas on the night of December 16th, died Friday night. It is now learned that she
had been ill for some time previous to the gas poisoning and it is thought that her
death was not due to that accident. The child was thirteen years old and was very
bright and intelligent.”
Little is known about the other daughter, Rosa. On May 13, 1892, The Cortland
Democrat noted that a twenty-two year old Miss Rosa Dobbins “has commenced
a civil action in the supreme court against Joseph Pickett and Byron Maxson to
recover damages to the amount of nearly $4,000 for alleged mismanagement of
the Fisher manufacturing company [of Homer], limited, of which the plaintiff is
the largest stock holder.” Other than that, we know she outlived her parents and
siblings. She died in 1933 and is buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Cortland.
On the night of January 17, 1893, either the house on Cayuga Street or the
next Dobbins’ residence at the northwest corner of the Green became the destination for books, pictures, and every object that could be safely removed from the
nearby Homer Academy being engulfed in flames. In the fire’s aftermath, it was
Dennis Dobbins who cleared the stones and iron from the site and became a scrap
iron dealer if he was not already engaged in the business.
Sometime in 1897, Dobbins partnered with one of his brothers and together
they parlayed their hard-earned capital into the next Dobbins business venture:
the erection of two cabbage warehouses in the village. One storage house was
built at the end of South Main Street. Another, with a capacity of 900 tons, was
constructed on property Dobbins had purchased on the south end of West Road.
As The Cortland Democrat for April 9, 1897 noted: “Dennis intends to purchase
[cabbage]in the fall at a low figure, then store them and sell at a margin later.”
Dobbins must have already garnered a reputation as a shrewd dealer because the
paper added with tongue in cheek “He has a terrible eye for business.”
But agricultural markets can be risky, and in March of 1898, Dobbins sold the
locally grown cabbage stored in his cabbage house in the south-western part of
the village to F. X. Litz for 1 and 1/4 cents per head. This sale of nearly 300 tons
of cabbage represented a loss for the Dobbins men, but it was said they more than
made up for it the next year. Meanwhile, Dennis continued to buy and sell real
estate in the area and to build homes on Cortland, Cayuga, and James streets in
the village.
The Dobbins Family still resided in their house at the northwest corner of
the Green in 1899. This is known because the Thursday, April 20th issue of The
Homer Republican reported a burglary had been thwarted at this residence about
a week before. Son Joseph Dobbins, who resided with his parents,
“was aroused from his slumbers by footsteps in the house, and soon saw a
man cautiously stealing into his room. He sprang out of bed and his nocturnal
visitor turned and ran downstairs with Joseph after him. “Joe” grasped a chair
and sent it flying after the would-be burglar, who quickly made his escape
through a rear door. It is thought that the man made his entrance through a
front window. Nothing was found missing the next morning.
Dobbins sold this home [no longer standing]in the summer of 1902 for $1,900.
The purchaser had it remodeled into a rectory and donated it to the Episcopal
Church next door. And the Dobbins Family moved again – this time to a house
on James Street.
Meanwhile, Dobbins had been doing very well in the cabbage market. On
March 15, 1900, the Cortland County Sentinel ran this notice: “Thirty dollars
per ton is the price received by Dennis Dobbins for seventy-five tons of cabbage
last week. He still has sixty tons left for which he expects to receive a still higher
price.” Two months later, Dennis Dobbins & Sons [Maurice and Joe] bought the
lot where C. O. Newton’s hay barn once stood, between Fulton Street and the
railroad. The goal was to begin building a cabbage house, 82 feet by 72 feet, and
with three air chambers on all four sides to prevent the contents from freezing.
The strategy was obviously to buy and sell huge amounts of cabbage grown by
farmers in the cabbage belt stretching from Tully and Preble south to Homer and
into south Cortland. Over time, Dobbins had cabbage storage facilities not just in
Homer but in Tully, Preble, and Little York.
It was said of Dobbins that he was “well-known and had many friends but a
man always busily occupied with his own affairs.” Perhaps he overextended himself. In May of 1902, while on a business trip to New York City, he suffered a
stroke and was hospitalized. Once he improved, he returned to his home on James
Street to resume his usual business activities.
Adversity struck next on January 2, 1904. The fire bell at the James Street
firehouse commenced ringing at 8 o’clock that night. Fire had broken out in
Dobbins’ large cabbage house on South Main Street. A defective stovepipe in the
basement was believed to be the cause. $10,000 worth of cabbage was threatened,
but the firemen, contending with a temperature of 14 below zero, gale winds, and
snowfall, managed to get the fire under control in short order. Little damage was
done, and Dobbins had insurance.
The next month, on the 18th, The Gazette and Farmer’s Journal made this
announcement:
“Cortland—The shipment of about forty tons of cabbage from Blodgett’s
Mills recently exhausted the supply in the southern part of this county. The
price received was $45 a ton. Dennis Dobbins of Homer now owns the larg-

Cabbage

continued on page 8
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Legislature Needs To Be Full
Participant In Covid Recovery
A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L. Seward

The legislature returned to Albany last week for the first time since late March.
Unfortunately, I would characterize the overall results as a missed opportunity.
While action was taken on several COVID-19 related bills, the items that I hear
about the most – restoring legislative oversight, support for nursing homes, and
assistance for small businesses – were roundly ignored. And it didn’t have to be
that way.
I joined with Senate Republicans to put forth three amendments to address these
key items. All three of the amendments were voted down along party lines –
Republicans in favor and Democrats opposed.
The amendments if enacted would have accomplished the following:
• Immediately end the governor’s one-man rule of New York State after nearly
90 days of control. The proposal would have put New York disaster emergency
control policy in line with other states, which limit an executive’s powers to 30
days and would have required the governor to receive legislative approval for
continuation of such powers. The amendment would have also mandated that the
governor transmit weekly reports to the legislature during an emergency declaration and created communication between the governor and the parties affected by
a suspension of laws during a state disaster emergency.
• Direct $100 million in unused Federal CARES Act funding to nursing homes and
assisted living facilities to help purchase testing supplies and PPE.
• Help small businesses across the state that have been devastated by the COVID19 shutdown by ensuring that these businesses will not see their unemployment
insurance costs skyrocket in the days ahead as a result of layoffs caused through
no fault of their own. Many of these crucial employers have been struggling to
survive, and this will help them get through the challenging times that lie ahead.
These three measures would have provided direct help for nursing homes and
small businesses while bringing back true legislative checks and balances that are
needed in Albany.
We also missed the opportunity to help those who continue to struggle accessing
unemployment benefits. After three months, constituents are still contacting me
desperate for help in claiming unemployment benefits they are rightfully owed.
There have been some slight improvements to the system and additional employees added to help clear the backlog, but it is not enough. The governor and the
Department of Labor commissioner must answer to the systematic failure that has
left thousands of individuals in distress.
I have called for a multi-step plan to assist those filing for unemployment. I
also believe the time is now for a state legislative joint committee to review and
investigate the Department of Labor’s failed handling of unemployment benefits
throughout the pandemic.
As cases of COVID-19 continue to decline and the state takes steps to reopen, it
is also important that timely information is available to assist local municipal officials, business owners, and employees. The unacceptable communication breakdown that occurred last week cannot be repeated. Everyone throughout our region
was left guessing as to when Phase Two would begin, the businesses included, and
the guidelines to follow. There is still time between now and Phase Three (and
Phase Four) and the governor’s office must prepare the guidelines with plenty of
advance time.
Along those same lines, I would encourage everyone to look at the guidelines
that are now available and stay informed regarding re-opening procedures. The
website, https://forward.ny.gov/, has detailed information for Phase One and Phase
Two businesses along with a listing of essential businesses and statewide guidelines. This website will also be the place to look for Phase Three and Phase Four
guidance when available.
Moving forward, I am continuing to call for additional legislative days. There are
items that need to be addressed and the senate and assembly must be part of the
process as we work to meet real needs and help our state recover.

Brewster House Salutes Employees

Summer Reading Program
Phillips Free Library Summer Reading Program
1.Register by mail or online (see website or Facebook for links)
2.Starting June 1st, read books that are at your reading level
3.Each Friday submit your weekly reading log (sent to you after registration)
4.Weekly drawings , one entry per person per book read, Fridays in July for each age
group—prizes to be awarded when it is safe to do so.
5.Summer Reading Program ends Friday, August 7th
Summer Reading Programs
No programs will be held in the Phillips Free Library building this Summer. All programs will be online or things you can do at home on your own. Additional information about all program on Facebook and our website.
Please watch for registration for the following programs: Book Clubs, Story Times, and
LEGO Club all done by Zoom
*Science Tellers—Monday, July 6th 10 am An online performance from these science
educators using the art of storytelling.
*Friday Finds—watch our website and Facebook each Friday for the scavenger hunt
item of the day. Send us a picture of what you found.
*Tall Tale Writing Contest— Email your original story in the form of a Tall Tale by July
31st. Include name, contact info and indicate age group. A prize will be awarded in
each age group: 1st-3rd grade, 4-6th grade, 7th-12th grade and adult. Use your imagination! Here is a story starter if you need one, “Dear Librarian, I could not return my
books on time because…”
Additional programs are likely to be added. Watch our Facebook Page– Phillips Free
Library, our website www.phillipsfreelibrary.org and The Homer News for more
information.
Contact Us: Facebook: Phillips Free Library
Email: office@phillipsfreelibrary.org
Phone: 749 4616
www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
PO Box 7, Homer NY 13077
———————————————————————————————————————
Summer Reading Registration one form per person babies—adult return by mail
Name (first & last) _________________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________________________
Phone Number ____________________________________________________
Circle Age Group (as of fall 2020) Birth—PreK K-5th Gr 6th-12th Gr Adult
Use blank paper for additional registrations
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est stock in this territory, which amounts to about 900 tons. At the present
price it is figured that he could reap a profit of about $40,000 on his cabbage,
but he is holding out for a further advance in the price.”

It is believed that on this occasion and in other seasons, Dobbins bought
local cabbage at a price of $12 and $14 a ton and then in the winter sold at $50
a ton. At one time he was known to have refused an offer of $15,000 profit,
and since he had a corner on the local cabbage market, he was able to rake in
a fortune.
It was at this time, in 1905, that Dobbins determined the time had come to
build another residence for his family. This built space on Main Street was to
reflect the level of affluence his family had attained through hard work and
good luck. Prosperity made possible the building of this pretentious house, and
Dobbins took great pride in it. It took two years to construct, and while artists
were at work painting murals on the interior walls and ceilings, it was said that
Dennis and his sons would go across the street to stand and admire their prized
creation. For them, it was the American Dream come true.
In the spring of 1907, Dennis and Hannah and their two sons, Maurice and
Joe, moved into their “dream house.” Unfortunately, soon after moving into
the new residence, Maurice became seriously ill and at age 32 succumbed
there to a pulmonary disease on October 16. Not quite four years later, the
Cortland Standard for February 23, 1911, was raving about the Dobbins “palace.” It called it “one of the finest and most expensive houses in central New
York, one whose interior is the best finished, and most elaborately decorated.”
Interestingly, the house was never completely furnished. It may have been
because sixty-four-year-old Hannah Dobbins died in the fall of 1911 “after a
protracted illness of several months,” and her husband and son could not bring
themselves to follow through with any plans Hannah had for furnishings. Now,
alone in the big house, Joe and his father spent their days over an oil lamp,
living mostly in the kitchen, while the gorgeously decorated rooms, barren of
furniture, were permitted to be inspected by any who wanted to see them, and
many did.
For some reason, in the summer before Hannah’s passing, Dennis and Joe
began excavations for the erection of another dwelling on Elm Avenue, in
the rear of the corner lot on which their palatial residence stood. The plans
called for a nine-room house with all modern conveniences and a broad porch
across the entire front. A news reporter for the Cortland Standard (August 29,
1911) predicted “The house, when completed, will be a handsome residence
and an ornament to the street.” But it would be no match for the home of the
“Cabbage Kings” next door.
Back in 1893, Dennis had contemplated making a trip back “home” to Cork,
but in 1912, as a sixty-five-year-old widower of means, he must have decided
it was now or never for a trip to Ireland and Europe. Thus, as reported in the
Skaneateles Free Press, “Dennis and Joseph Dobbins, the cabbage kings”
departed New York City on May 30 onboard the Carpathia, the British passenger liner that rescued the survivors of the “unsinkable” RMS Titanic the month
before (April 15, 1912). What was to be a two-month tour turned into four,
as the “cabbage kings” took in Europe, England, Ireland, and the Holy Land.
They docked back in New York on September 6 on the Mauretania. The next
day, they arrived back in Homer, where the Cortland Standard reported “They
received many a cordial greeting and hearty handshake from old friends as
they passed through the streets to their home.” The Homer Republican quoted
the travelers: “[We are] both in good health and ready to go to buying cabbage
as soon as the market opens.” And that they did, among other transactions.
As the “Tin Lizzie” was replacing the horse as a means of transportation,
the Dobbins men sold Skahan’s blacksmith shop at 19 James Street. This was
“one of the landmarks of this village” (The Cortland Democrat July 4, 1913),
and the Dobbins family had owned it “for a number of years.” The buyer,
George Ryder of Dresserville, planned to move his family into the rooms on
the second floor.
Selling cabbage to out-of-town kraut makers required shipping via rail,
and that could be problematic, as was indicated in The Homer Republican of
September 18, 1913: “Joseph Dobbins, the Homer cabbage king, has thirteen
actions against the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western railroad for alleged
negligent carrying of property.” The same paper noted “Cabbage is quoted in
the New York market at from $15 to $20 per ton.”
Then, cabbage production in New York State hit a slump. Poor prices -- $4
per ton -- received for good crops of winter cabbage during 1914 and 1915
discouraged farmers from planting again. In many instances large quantities
were fed to the cattle, farmers preferring the stuff as fodder to carting to market for low prices. As a substitute for cabbage many turned to raising peas for
canning factories in the area. A fifty percent decline in cabbage production was
predicted for 1916 (Homer Republican, June 15, 1916).
What happened next was an upswing in demand for cabbage. With a low
supply by early winter 1917, there was a phenomenal uptick in the price of
cabbage, a rise from $30 in the fall to $90 in the winter and prospects of a high
mark at $100 a ton. Dealers like the Dobbins men, who were wise enough to
have bought heavily in the fall, cornered the market again and stood to make
unprecedented fortunes. Even cabbage of poor quality sold for $85 a ton in
1917, and cabbage men did not anticipate a drop in the prices until the next

HOMER HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION
ISSUE
June 18, 2020

2020

The photos of the graduating senior class of Homer High School will
be printed in this special edition issue.
Do you want to
congratulate a
graduating senior with
a special
announcement in the
June 18 issue?
Send us your graduate
ad information by June
12th!

2.5” x 3.0” high

send your photo and /or
text to:

editor@thehomernews.com
send your contact information (phone/email) if we have
questions and for billing.
$30.00

THE HOMER NEWS
607-749-2613
season’s crop (Homer Republican, January 18, 1917).
When Dennis Dobbins died at age 82 in 1929, funeral services were held at
the home and at St. Margaret’s Church in Homer, and burial was in Cortland’s
St. Mary’s Cemetery. His obituary in the January 25th Cortland Democrat
referred to him as “THE CABBAGE KING OF HOMER…reputed to have
made a fortune.” The house he built was described as “a show place of this part
of the country” in which “he and his one surviving son, Joseph, have resided…
ever since its completion.”
Joe continued living in the house until his death in 1932. The March 18th
issue of The Homer Post noted his passing and that “Good fortune and canny
handling of sales outweighed occasional misfortune and the Dobbins bankroll
grew to comfortable proportions.” The paper noted, too, that Joe never married
and “was a willing contributor to charity and although quiet and reserved, he
was friendly and warmhearted” with a cheerful Irish lilt in his voice. Further,
it was noted that Joe was a graduate of Homer Academy and known, in an era
where it really mattered, for his beautiful penmanship.
A week later, the same newspaper informed its readers: “The settlement of
the estate of Joe Dobbins son of the late Dennis Dobbins, the “cabbage king”,
awaits the receipt of signed waivers from more than thirty cousins. Only one
waiver had been received this week. The Homer National Bank safe deposit
box which holds Joe’s securities, in which much of the money was invested,
cannot be opened until these waivers have been received.” The securities may
not have been worth much since “it is known that Joe had been a heavy loser
in the stock market during the past two years.” Joe left all he possessed to his
cousin Abbie Dobbins, who had come to Homer eleven years earlier to look
after Dennis and Joe at “their beautiful house at Elm Avenue and Main Street.”
The only other provisions in his will were for a monument for his grave and a
bequest of $200 to St. Margaret’s Church on Copeland Avenue.
Later, Abbie Dobbins sold the house to Charles and Ruth Kellogg. After
his parents died, Ernest Kellogg owned the house. Then, in 1993, Barry and
Pat Ryan purchased the house from him, making them only the third family
to reside there since 1907. The Ryans found the exterior needed paint, a new
roof, gutters, and some serious landscaping. Amazingly, the interior required
no repairs. The original murals were all intact -- walls and ceilings -- depicting
cherubs, birds, and flowers! There was stenciling on the walls, and some on
the ceilings. Over time, the artwork had lost some of its luster. “It would have
been wonderful,” said Pat, “to be in the house when the artwork was completed
in 1906, with all the brilliant colors!! If we were able to have the paintings
conserved, it would have cost a huge fortune.” Fortunately, the Ryans deemed
it important to preserve the murals as they found them -- with the age of the
house. They sought the opinion of a professional preservationist, Ted Bartlett
of Crawford and Sterns, a Syracuse architectural firm. He made a studied
examination of the murals. He was impressed. He said, “You have Metropolitan
Museum quality of Art in all the murals and frescos!” The Ryans have been a
welcomed addition to The Landmark Society, and Pat is now an active member
of the Board of Directors.
So, there’s the story behind one of the finest architectural gems in Homer
and one of three clear cut favorites of this writer. Perhaps the next time you
walk or drive by and admire the Corinthian columns, the balustrades, and the
Sheraton fans at the second-floor opening, you will recall the “cabbage kings”
that built it and appreciate the owners who have done their best to preserve it.
You will have to admit that candles in the windows of the Dobbins House add
to the elegance and ambiance of our historic Main Street.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Imagine Take-out at the Library
Well, if you are wondering when the
library will be reopening – your guess
is as good as mine. Libraries in New
York State are finding themselves in a
kind of limbo. The state hasn’t specified exactly what phase of reopening
libraries are in. They have specified
that municipal libraries (libraries that
are run by the local government) can
open for curbside service, but unfortunately the libraries in Cortland County
are all Association libraries. Who knew
figuring out when libraries can reopen
would require a pop quiz into the three
different types of libraries in the state
and how they are governed?
Some county administrators have been
given the authority for opening libraries
in their county and the Cortland County
libraries are working with our county
administrator to see if this could possibly happen in Cortland. We don’t know
yet, but we are hoping to be opening for
curbside service sometime soon. Here
are a few things you should know about
what curbside service, when it finally
happens, will look like at Phillips Free
Library.
We plan to be open for curbside
pick-up on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays. Book orders (including DVDs,
Books on CD, and other materials) will
need to be called in, or placed online
and then a staff member will call you
to schedule a time for pick-up. We will
check out your books to you, prior to
your picking them up. On arriving for
your scheduled pick-up time, you’ll
need to call inside and let us know you
are here. We will have tables set up in
the front yard and will be doing a contactless pick-up. (If it rains, the tables
will be under a tent.) When you call in
to tell us you’ve arrived, you’ll be given
a table number that your order will be
placed at.
At least initially, the Finger Lakes
Library System will not be providing
delivery between libraries, so you will
only be able to request books that are
in our building. We also are working to
create a service for all those browsers
out there who like to roam the shelves
and see what’s new. This will include an
“on the menu today” post on Facebook
each day, along with a “librarian’s special” a reader’s advisory service where
you can give us your favorite authors
and we’ll make suggestions of what
might satisfy your hunger that day.
Rest assured, all returned books and
other material types will be going into
a seventy-two hour quarantine when
returned to us to ensure they are safe for
re-circulating.

Summer reading registration is underway, too. So check out the library
website to sign up for a fun summer of
online programs and reading. Updates
about reopening will be posted on the
website, as well as our Facebook page.

What’s New at the Library?
Library Podcast
The library’s podcast, Teatime at the
Library is continuing to be produced,
with three new episodes since we’ve
been closed. Follow the link from our
website or Facebook page to access episodes of the podcast, both old and new.
Even if you’ve never listened before,
now’s a good time to start. It’s a quick
listen and a chance to think about something a little more lighthearted in these
uncertain times.

Missing Story Time? Well you
don’t have to.
During our closure, we are continuing Toddler Story Time and Rockin’
Readers. They are just online now.
Story time links are on our Facebook
page. A new Toddler Story Time goes
up every Wednesday morning at 10:30
am. Rockin’ Readers stories are up by
6 pm on Tuesday, with Miss Sarah live
at 6:15 pm with a craft. Check out our
Facebook page and website to see what
we are cooking up online.

Library Blog
Even if you don’t have much time
to read, check out the Library Blog.
There’s a new post every week and it’s
a quick read, a few minutes to think
about something other than what you
are going to eat next, or how to help
your children with Math! The link is on
the library’s homepage.

Ebooks, Downloadable Audio, and
Emagazines, Oh my!
The library building may be closed,
but the library is still here to provide
you with your next great read (or listen).
To get started go to your app store and
download Libby by Overdrive to your
device. After you download the app
you will need to answer a few questions
including name of your library, Phillips
Free Library, and your library card and
pin numbers. After that you should be
all set to download books!

Don’t have a Library Card? We
can help with that, too.
The rotating display on our homepage
has a link to register for a temporary

library card. Fill it out and we’ll get
you set up with a temporary registration
number to use to download ematerials
while we are closed.

Having difficulties downloading?
Give us a shout out.
If you are having difficulty downloading materials, email us at circulation@
phillipsfreelibrary.org. We’ll be in touch
to help you get reading free downloadable library materials soon.
Want to participate in a tech help
Zoom meeting? Email us. If there is
enough interest, we’ll set one up.

Facebook
Keep in contact with us through our
Facebook page and blog. You can find
the links on our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .

FAQ – while we are closed
1. When we will we be reopening? We will be following the
regional plan for reopening.
Our hope is to begin to provide
some form of services, as soon
as we can. Follow us on Facebook to keep up-to-date.
2. When are my items due? Nothing is due before we reopen.
The library system has extended all due dates until July
6th. The drop box is currently
closed. Keep your items and
don’t worry about returning
them until we reopen.
3. What about fines? We are fine
free, so you will not accrue
any late fees while we are
closed.
4. If you need to contact us, you
can message us on Facebook
or email us at circulation@
phillipsfreelibrary.org

For details on
the Summer
Reading
Program, see
the large ad on
page 7 in this
issue.

The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2020 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Anita
Jebbett, Harry Coleman, Dennis Stratton

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat,
Phillips Free Library, Homer Men and Boys,
Olde Homer House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden
- Homer & Cortlandville Offices, Homer Town
Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins, Anderson’s Farm
Market, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In,
Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s
Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve & Lu's
Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts,.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

10 June 4, 2020 ð The Homer News

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 7 pm

Open
Year ‘Round

Sun. 10:30 am - 5 pm
5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

607

www.andersonsmkt.com

Local Tomatoes - New Jersey Strawberries
and all of our usual “Good Stuff”
Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

Chain Saw Center
Small Engine Sales and Service
1409 East River Road - Cortland, NY

607-756-5677
M-F 8:30 - 6:00
Sat. 8:00 - 1:00
Lawn Mower Pick-up and Delivery Available - Call for details

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291
Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

Historic Homer
Tours

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008
cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
Copeland AYH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

W . S cott h icks

Professional Kitchen Designer

SALLY BROWN KURTZ

rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT

4 Convenient Locations:

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.345.5353 Cell

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

NEED WATER?
WELLS • WATER CONDITIONING • PUMPS

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox
Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967
info@oldehomerhouse.com

- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ

Since 1968

FREE Estimates and On-Site Review
Reasonable Rates • Prompt Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
%XIILQJ
3LFN8S 'HOLYHU\

607-591-0105
email: wheeler814@yahoo.com

6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner


Don Ferris
10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP

2IIVHW3ULQWLQJ
6FUHHQ3ULQWLQJ
9HKLFOH/HWWHULQJ
%XLOGLQJ6LJQV
0DJQHWV
'ULQNZDUH
3HQFLOV 3HQV
)ODVK'ULYHV
+DWV
.H\WDJV
&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG
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From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

THEME: LAWYER LINGO
ACROSS
1. Requests
5. Pub dispenser
8. Feline sound
11. HGTV’s “____ or Flop”
12. Ferdinand, e.g.
13. Like a ghost
14. *Pro ____, or in proportion
15. Miscellany
16. *Elsewhere
17. *Response to #51
Across?
19. Cher has one
20. Marine enchantress
21. Not tac nor toe
22. *Not underwear!
25. *Battery’s companion
29. Literary “even”
30. “____ it ____,” or go full
force
33. Quartet minus one
34. Greyish brown
36. Common conjunction
37. Ban from school, e.g.
38. Homesteader’s measurement
39. Complete failure
41. “Stand and Deliver”
singer
42. Relating to breastbone
44. Spectacle venues
46. Marcia’s jealous sister
47. Type of assistant, for
short
49. Sudden and brilliant success
51. *Courtroom protest
55. Like blue sky
56. Twins, e.g.
57. Was a passenger
58. Shirking work
59. Volcano in Sicily
60. All over again
61. *____ se or ____ tem
62. Bear’s hangout
63. Quiet attention grabber
DOWN
1. Big do
2. Eastern European
3. Toy with a tail
4. Thinly spread
5. Tutu fabric
6. Mork from Ork
7. Walk, as through mud
8. Cripple

Call
Today!

9. Major European river
10. Ancient Chinese dynasty
12. Stock exchange, in Paris
13. Mollify
16. Anisette, for short
18. Often precedes through, to search
21. Cough syrup amt.
22. Greek Bs
23. Don’t just stand there!
24. Habituate
25. Gives a hand
26. Of a city
27. Tarzan’s swing rope
28. *Reasons to sue
31. Peacock’s pride
32. Genetic initials
35. *Lie made under oath
37. Pre-Ionic
39. Belieber or Parrothead, e.g.
40. Usually not allowed in court
43. Back of the neck
45. *To lure into a compromising act
47. *To annul or suspend
48. Jinn or genie
49. Old Russian autocrat
50. Anis-flavored aperitif
51. Newspaper piece
52. Atom that lost an electron, pl.
53. Words from Wordsworth, pl.
54. Type of salamander
55. European peak
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BobPascalChimney.com
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Solution to
May 21
Puzzle

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE
– www.ShanesHandymanCNY.com
– Lawn Mowing, Junk Removal,
Spring Cleanups, Pressure Washing
Houses & Decks, Driveway Sealing,
Mulching, Gutter Cleaning, Cleanouts
– Houses, Barns, much more. Fully
Insured, Reasonable Rates, Free
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Estimates. 607-299-4676

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS
CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS www.CPRolloffDumpsters.com.
13
Yard
dumpsters
available.
Commercial – Residential cleanouts.
Junk Removal. Construction Debris.
Insured. Reasonable Rates. Owner
Shane Keep. 607-299-4184
6a20
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Tribute Procession for Bellardinis Set for June 13
The community is invited to join
in a driving and walking tribute procession along Homer’s North Main
Street on Saturday, June 13 to recognize and thank Harry and Mary
Alice Bellardini for their service to
our community. The event is being
organized by area residents and local
groups who have been touched by the
Bellardini’s contributions, as a way to
recognize them as they leave Homer
for their new home near Charlotte,
NC. They have lived in Homer for
53 years, where they raised their three
children.
All organizations, friends and
neighbors are welcome to be part of
the informal procession celebration.
Drivers are asked to meet at 10 a.m.
at Durkee Memorial Park. Walkers
are asked to park on Warren Street
or the Town Hall Parking lot, and
meet at the intersection of Warren
Street and North Main Street at 10:15
a.m. The procession will move south
from Durkee Park to James Street.
Following guidance by health officials, participants who are walking
must wear masks and maintain social
distance of at least six feet. Cars
can include small groups of immediate family members or riders 6 feet
apart. No bicycles, motorcycles or
passengers on the back of pickups or
flatbeds are allowed. All participants
are encouraged to bring handmade
signs to help identify themselves as
they pass by the Bellardini’s house.
Feel free to decorate cars.
To indicate interest in participating, please e-mail Ann Siegle at ann_
siegle@joborder.com
Rain date for the procession is
Sunday, June 14 at 1 p.m., and in
case of inclement weather registered
participants will be notified by e-mail.
Harry Bellardini,’56, M ’64 SUNY
Cortland, enjoyed a distinguished
career in education, business, politics
and community service. Among his
accomplishments are as account executive with the Great New York State
Fair, administrative assistant to the former 33rd District U.S. Congressman
Gary Lee and regional advocate for
the Small Business Administration.
He was also instrumental in the development of the Lynne Parks ’68 SUNY
Cortland Alumni House – the former
1912 Wickwire mansion – as the center of alumni life at the College. In
recognition of that, and honoring his
role on the SUNY Cortland Alumni
Association Board of Directors for

more than 50 years, Harry was the
2016 recipient of the SUNY Cortland
College-Community Appreciation
Award. He was also recognized with
the 2005-06 SUNY Cortland Alumni
Volunteer of the Year. A former SUNY
Cortland alumna donor honored him
with a Parks Alumni House permanent
preservation gift in his name, placing
him among the Parks Alumni House
trustees.
A graduate of Cortland High
School, Harry served in the U.S. Air
Force during the Korean War, based
in Texas. He was a student briefly at
TCU before returning home to complete his education at SUNY Cortland.
After starting his career as a teacher in
the Southern Tier, he became a physical education teacher for many years
at the former SUNY Cortland Campus
School and was a coach and drivers
education teach for many years at
Cortland High School.
Harry was a long-time member of
the board of the 1890 House Museum
and is a member of the St. Margaret’s
Church Pastoral Council, where he
also volunteers as an usher. Both
are members of the Cortland Country
Club, where Harry has been an avid
golfer.
He was previous chair of the
Cortland County Republican Party and
very active at the local and state level,
and he still serves as committeeman in

his election district.
Mary Alice Bellardini, M’58 SUNY
Cortland, also holds an undergraduate
degree in sociology from LeMoyne.
In 2014 she received the distinction of
being named a “Women of Distinction:
Honoring Women of New York” at
a ceremony at the Women’s Rights
National Historic Park Seneca Falls,
recognizing her as a trailblazing leader
in community revitalization, economic
development and historic preservation
at the state, county and local level.
She became of member of the
Cortland County Legislature in 1980,
serving seven years before becoming
elected the first female mayor of the
Village of Homer in 1987, a position
she held for 14 years until 2001. She
then became a long-time board member of the Cortland County Business
Development Corporation/ Industrial
Development Agency.

As Mayor, she championed many
infrastructure, beautification and preservation projects. She helped develop new water and sewer lines, and
historic period-era energy efficient
lighting for Main Street. She initiated weekly summer concerts on the
historic Village Green, reopened the
Water Street Bridge walkway and led
beautification of the business district.
She was instrumental in the historic
renovation of the Phillips Free Library
which won a NYS Preservation
Society Award.
In 1974, she co-founded the nonprofit Landmark Society of Cortland
County Inc. and continues to serve
as a member of the organization
which helps preserve local historic
assets. One of her enduring legacies
is Homer’s designation as the largest
intact federal and state historic district
in New York State. She helped catalogue more than 200 historic structures
as part of that effort, including designation of building on the National
Historic Register of Historic Places
by the United States Department of
the Interior.
In recognition of her work, Mary
Alice was elected president of the
New York State Conference of Mayors
in 1995 and appointed by Governor
Pataki in 2000 to New York State’s
Quality Communities Interagency
Task Force.
She has served on many boards,
including Alliance (now NBT) Bank,
Central New York Blue Cross/Blue
Shield and the Home Store. Locally,
she is a long-time volunteer with the
Homer Garden Club and the Center
for the Arts of Homer. She had
also been a small business owner and
teacher.
Those who are not able to join the
procession are encouraged to send
notes to the Bellardini’s at their North
Main Street, Homer address.
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Join a Driving and Walking Tribute to

Harry and Mary Alice Bellardini
Saturday, June 13, 2020
10:00 AM – Cars line up at Durkee Park, Homer
10:15 AM – Walkers line up at the corner of
Warren Street and North Main, Homer
All organizations, friends, and neighbors are welcome.
Wish the Bellardinis well as they leave Homer
for their new home near Charlotte, NC.
Decorate your car or carry a sign to identify yourself
and to honor the Bellardinis.
Please wear masks if you are not in a vehicle.
No bicycles, motorcycles or passengers
on the back of pickups or flatbeds.

If you are planning to participate,
please email Ann Siegle at
Ann_Siegle@joborder.com
Rain date is Sunday, June 14 at 1:00 PM
In case of a weather postponement, everyone who registers
will receive an email notification.

