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Coffee With A Cop

Police Chief Robert Pitman with Brad Vivaqua of Spectrum News. Spectrum News broadcast their show
"Your Morning" live from Sinfully Sweet Cafe.
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Around Town
Understanding
& Responding
to DementiaRelated Behavior
Tuesday, 10/15/19
2-3:30 pm in Rm. 302
of the County Office
Building
Behavior is a powerful form
of communication and is one of
the primary ways for people with
dementia to communicate their
needs and feelings as the ability to
use language is lost.
However, some behaviors can
present real challenges for caregivers to manage.
Join us to learn to decode behavioral messages, identify common
behavior triggers, and learn strategies to help intervene with some of
the most common behavioral challenges of Alzheimer’s disease.
Please join us for these free
events hosted by the Cortland
County Area Agency on Aging’s
Caregiver Resource Center, Call
(607)753-5060 to register.

Scott Senior
Center Activities
Please join us at the Scott Senior
Center Monday - Thursday (8:30-2:30)
and Friday( 6am-12 noon).
Monday through Thursday the Scott
Senior Center serves a delicious lunch
with activities to follow.
On Mondays we play pitch at 9:30,
and we are always looking for new
pitch players! Call ahead if you need
partners, or bring a friend.
On Thursdays we have knit and chat,
and coffee hour at 9:30, and after lunch
we play Mexican train (dominoes) at
12:30.
On Fridays we serve breakfast from
7:00-9:30, breakfast menu varies.
Scrap booking every Monday at
12:30pm. Come and find out all the fun
and different ideas we will have to help
you with your scrapbook.
Last evening meal of the year October
23rd from 4-7pm . We will be playing
pitch after dinner.
For any questions or if you would like
to make a meal reservation please contact Kay Harvey, Scott Center manager
at (607)749-7973.
There is a suggested contribution of
$3.00 for anyone 60 or older, and a
$6.00 charge for anyone under 60.

Arts Challenge
Deadline
Approaching

There is still time to enter the
Cortland County Community Arts
Challenge, a themed art competition co-sponsored by the Center for
the Arts of Homer and the Cultural
Council of Cortland County.
Creative works can be submitted
in the following categories: fine
arts, artisan crafts, photography,
choreography, music, and writing. Entries will be accepted until
November 1, 2019.
The theme of this tenth annual Community Arts Challenge is
“BALANCE,” and all submissions
should relate to this theme. Cash
prizes will be awarded in each
category. Submitted works will be
featured at a public Grand Opening
event on January 24, 2020.
For detailed information about
entry requirements, please go to
www.CortlandArtsChallenge.org
or call the Center for the Arts at
749-4900.

October 19, 2019
At the Homer
United Methodist Church
Times: 4:30, 6:00 & 7:00 PM
For Reservations
Call:

Main Dish: Swiss Steak, Potatoes,
Green Beans & Rolls
Side Dish: Applesauce, Cabbage Salad
Dessert: Assortment of Homemade Pies
Drinks: Coffee, Milk & Water

$dXOts:   &hiOdren : 
&hiOdren 8nder : )ree

"Anna Hilton
Lecture" October
17 New Location

Open Saturday
9 am - Noon
Next to the Fire Station

Homer Garden Club's Annual Anna
Hilton Lecture, Thursday, October
17th @ 7:00 p.m. at the CNY Living
History Center features "An Evening
with Terry Ettinger".
Terry Ettinger, ESF Professor,
Greenhouse Manager, and host of
WSKG's "Weeder's Digest," will share
his 40 years of knowledge and discuss our weather and the problems it
has caused. Bring your plant, lawn,
and landscaping questions for Terry.
Lecture is open to the public and
refreshments will be served.

Benson Davis Insurance
5RXWH+RPHr1<

EVENTS
CALENDAR
Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices
we suggest you purchase a display ad.
Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines: October 15, 2019 for
the October 24, 2019 issue.

749-3260 - 753-1006
753-9283

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

The Homer News - October 10, 2019. 3

4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Sold on Cortland County!

Local Public Speaking Club Offering Virtual Attendance
and a New Education Program In Place
Crown City Toastmasters Club
now offers virtual as well as in person attendance at every meeting,
Meetings are held every Thursday
except the fifth Thursday of the
month or holidays. In person meetings are held at the Cortland Free
Library in the periodical room downstairs, starting at 6:15 pm. Virtual
attendance can be achieved by logging in to the website if a member or

by clicking on the contact link in the
website for non-members. Visitors
are always welcome to attend in person or on the web. The club website
is https://2465.toastmastersclubs.org
New members will be using the
Pathways learning experience. The
Pathways learning experience is
Toastmasters' education program.
This multi-language online learning

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor,
It has come to my attention that the Cortland County
Legislators are cutting back
again for their budget, this ongoing threat they pose every year.
The Office of the Aging is trying
to keep it going. They are considering having Scott open two
days a week only (Tuesday and
Thursday).
That would be disastrous for
us. We play pitch on Monday
morning (from 9:30 until just
before lunch). There are usually between 20 to 26 seniors
involved. Some come from
Cortland, Spafford, McGraw,
Skaneateles and of course our
Scott Senors. A lot of them stay
for lunch afterwards.
On one Tuesday a month we
make greeting cards. This class
is led by a member of the center.
On the third Wednesday of
each month the Scott Senior
Council has its monthly meeting
where we discuss the Center's
business concerns and future
plans.

On the fourth Wednesday we
have an evening meal which is
attended by Seniors from other
areas as well as Scott Seniors.
On Thursday morning the center has a community coffee hour
and knit & chat at 9:30. After
lunch there is a group playing
Mexican Train.
On Friday morning the center
has breakfast. There are many
people (usually 35 to 40) from
the community who come for
breakfast and to sit around and
talk.
Scott needs this Senior Center.
It is a vital place where Seniors
from our community (and others) can meet and enjoy the fellowship of friends and engaging
in the activities as well as having
a meal.
The Seniors worked hard to
get where they could enjoy life
only to have it threatened that
it could come to an end. THIS
IS NOT FAIR TO OUR SENIOR
CITIZENS.
Sincerely,
Juanita Fuller

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
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3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
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Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
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tool allows you to leverage over 300
practical workplace skills, including: Interview Preparation, Online
Meeting Management, Leadership
Development, Project Management,
Conflict Resolution.
About Toastmasters International
Toastmasters International is a
worldwide nonprofit educational
organization that empowers individuals to become more effec-

tive communicators and leaders.
Headquartered in Englewood,
Colo., the organization's membership exceeds 358,000 in more than
16,800 clubs in 143 countries. Since
1924, Toastmasters International
has helped people from diverse
backgrounds become more confident speakers, communicators and
leaders. For information about local
Toastmasters clubs, please visit
www.toastmasters.org. Follow @
Toastmasters on Twitter.

St. Margaret’s Annual

HARVEST DINNER

Pot Roast, Garlic Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Carrots & Dessert
Wednesday, October 23, 2019 - St. Margaret’s Parish Hall
14 Copeland Ave, Homer, NY

Seating: 5:00 pm & 6:15 pm
-- Take-Outs available - Pick up Promptly at 4:45 pm --

Advance Sale Tickets ONLY
Available after weekend masses & by calling Elaine Kozub at 749-7456
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

The Lincoln Francis B. Carpenter Revealed
While there were better painters in the nineteenth century than Homer’s
native-son Francis B. Carpenter (1830-1900), it is Carpenter who best provided the image of Lincoln that has endured in the American mind. That is
the image of the “Great Emancipator” with heavy-lidded, blueish-gray eyes
“always in deep shadow” and looking “remarkably pensive and tender, often
inexpressively sad, as if the reservoir of tears lay very near the surface….”
(Carpenter’s description). In addition, the only artist involved with President
Lincoln to provide posterity an extended memoir is Frank Carpenter. Thus,
not only did Homer’s Carpenter contribute by paint to the world’s understanding of Lincoln, he contributed by print.

the pen in his hand. Suffering from the occupational hazard of an accessible
president, he expressed his concern: “If my name ever goes into history it
will be for this act, and my whole soul is in it. If my hand trembles when I
sign the Proclamation, all who examine the document hereafter will say, ‘He
has hesitated.’” In a while, he picked up the pen, and with firm deliberation
wrote ‘Abraham Lincoln,’ not his customary ‘A. Lincoln.’ Then, looking up
with a smile, he said, “That will do.” Thus, Carpenter revealed Lincoln the
man to be concerned about the judgment of history, at the moment he became
the “Great Emancipator.”
That evening, again related by Carpenter, Lincoln shared with Congressman
Schuyler Colfax his concern that “three hours’ handshaking is not calculated
to improve a man’s chirography [penmanship].” Then, changing to a tone of
steady resolve, Lincoln was said to have continued, “The South had fair warning, that if they did not return to their duty, I should strike at this pillar of their
strength. The promise must now be kept, and I shall never recall one word.”

Carpenter’s book reveals, too, the mercy and compassion of Lincoln.
When court-martial cases came across his desk requiring the death sentence,
Lincoln, as noted by Carpenter, was inclined “to pardon or commute the
Carpenter’s reminiscences of Lincoln were first published in a series of majority.” Carpenter cited Judge-Advocate-General Holt’s impression: “The
articles for the New York Independent and then in an afterward -- pages 725 President is without exception the most tender-hearted man I ever knew.”
to 766 -- to Henry J. Raymond’s The Life, Public Services and State Papers of
One particularly interesting example of Presidential clemency was provided
Abraham Lincoln published in New York in 1865. His own book, Six Months
at the White House with Abraham Lincoln: The Story of a Picture, published by a letter to Carpenter, and he chose to include its content in his book. It
by Hurd and Houghton in 1866, was a best-seller. In its preface, Carpenter seems that a 23 year old soldier, Lorenzo Stewart (alias Shear) from Utica,
wrote [and the emphasis is his], “My aim has been throughout these pages to New York – “scarcely more than a boy” – in September of 1863 mustered in
portray the man as he was revealed to me, without any attempt at idealiza- as a Private in the 76th New York Regiment. By April, 1864, Stewart, now
tion.” Carpenter provides a simple, matter-of-fact record of daily experience absorbed into the 14th New York Volunteer Artillery, was detained in the
and observation, fragmentary but true, in all essential particulars of life in the military prison camp at Elmira, New York. Charged with multiple attempts
at desertion and with the murder of one of his guards by poison, he was senWhite House as he observed it from February to August 1864.
tenced to death and his gibbet was erected. An appeal was made to Secretary
of War Edwin Stanton, but he refused to listen. This was, in Stanton’s opinion, a case of a hard-core criminal. The boy’s mother then appeared before
President Lincoln. Upon examining the record, Lincoln told her he concurred
with the Secretary of War and that there was nothing he could do. Finally, the
assistance of Judge Ira Harris, Senator of New York State, was sought. He
prevailed upon the President at the Executive Mansion around midnight, only
hours from the scheduled time of execution. Lincoln got up from bed to meet
Harris, who explained that the boy was “of unsound mind.” Because of insanity, he was not responsible for his actions. Harris did not ask for a pardon but
only a reprieve “until a proper medical examination could be made.” Finding
this reasonable, Lincoln ordered a stay of execution immediately by telegram
to Elmira and ordered Dr. John P. Gray of Utica to be commissioned to assess
the boy’s mental health. Clashing with the direct orders of the Secretary of
War, Lincoln, according to Carpenter, “sent no less than four [emphasis is
Carpenter’s] different reprieves, by different lines, to different individuals in
Elmira, so fearful was he that the message would fail, or be too late.” The boy
was saved “from being executed the next day at dawn.” On January 25, 1865,
Lincoln commuted Stewart’s sentence to “imprisonment in the Penitentiary at
hard labor for ten years.”
According to Carpenter’s observations, it would appear that Lincoln possessed what is now called a “photographic memory.” He marveled at Lincoln’s
ability to recite lengthy poems from memory as well as whole passages from
Hamlet and other works of Shakespeare. In spite of “the multitude of visitors”
seen daily by this most accessible of Presidents, Carpenter was “often amazed
at the readiness with which he recalled faces and events and even names.” A
man he had not seen for twelve years presumed the President could not recall
his name. Lincoln, in good humor, responded, “Your name is Flood….I am
glad to see that the Flood flows on.”

Carpenter’s anecdotes have provided historians many reliable and accurate revelations of Lincoln the man – a man full of brilliance, compassion,
humility, and wit. Case in point is his description of the moment when
Lincoln signed the document granting emancipation to slaves then held in
the rebel states. In modern times, when presidents sign an important document, it is a “photo op” or “photo opportunity.” When Lincoln officially
signed the Emancipation Proclamation at noon on New Year’s Day, 1863,
no photographer, like Matthew Brady, or reporter, like Noah Brooks, was
summoned. Very quietly and without fanfare, Lincoln placed his signature
on the document in the presence of only Secretary of State William Seward
and Seward’s son, Frederick. Through Carpenter’s book, it is revealed that
when Lincoln went to write his name, he held the steel pen with a wellchewed wooden handle for a moment, and then dropped the pen down. He
explained that for the past three hours he had been shaking hands in a presidential New Year’s Day “open house” receiving line and could barely feel

Scattered all through Carpenter’s recollections are examples of Lincoln’s
remarkable sense of humor. Throughout his lifetime, Lincoln demonstrated an
ability to commit to memory funny anecdotes. These stories and his own wit
were useful upon many an occasion: to put off an irate politician, to socially
put someone at ease, or to clinch a point in a lawyerly fashion, such as in
Carpenter’s famous account of the group that came to the White House just
before the fall of Vicksburg. The group urged the President to remove General
Grant from his command because of his fondness for whiskey. Lincoln is
said to have replied, “By the way, gentlemen, can either of you tell me where
General Grant procures his whiskey? Because, if I can find out, I will send
every general in the field a barrel of it!”
“In a corner of his desk,” wrote Carpenter of Lincoln, “he kept a copy of the
latest humorous work; and it was his habit when greatly fatigued, annoyed,
or depressed, to take this up and read a chapter, frequently with great relief.”
Carpenter found that the President had a distinctive laugh: “The ‘neigh’
of a wild horse on his native prairie is not more undisguised and hearty.”
During the dark days of the war, a group was waiting to be admitted to see
see

Lincoln, page 7
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Cardiff Giant 150th Anniversary

A Brief History of the Hoax of the Century,
Part 1
By John Hartsock
On Oct. 16, 1869, 150 years ago
next week, farmhands digging a well
discovered what appeared to be a stone
giant on the farm of “Stub” Newell in
nearby Cardiff in Onondaga County. So
the world was introduced to the Cardiff
Giant and what would be called the
hoax of the century. The hoax would
come to be celebrated near and far as a
kind of inside national joke, including
in Homer: “Yeah, right. And you expect
me to believe in the tooth fairy, too? Ha,
ha, ha. Let me sell you the Brooklyn
Bridge.”
If you go today to Cooperstown
where the giant is now installed in the
Farmer’s Museum, you can only wonder what it was all about. The first time
I saw it (I’ve seen it twice), my reaction
was “How could anyone believe in it?”
This is a brief account of the hoax (and
how people could “believe in it”).
I draw generously from Scott Tribble’s
A Colossal Hoax, which is the most
complete and definitive account of what
happened and I recommend it to you.
The year before, 1868, George Hull,
a Binghamton cigar maker and selfprofessed atheist, got into a discussion
with a Methodist preacher about the
literal truth of the Bible. Of course they
disagreed. One disagreement was the
claim that giants once walked the earth,
as revealed in Genesis. From that discussion Hull decided to create the hoax
to embarrass religion.
He excavated a block of gypsum
stone in Fort Dodge, Iowa, and sent it
to Chicago where a sculptor sworn to
secrecy sculpted it into a 10-foot plus
giant. It was then shipped secretly to
Cardiff where Stub Newell, a relative,
agreed to bury it secretly.
The next year the giant was “discovered” by the farmhands. The news
spread rapidly. First locals, then residents from Syracuse and farther afield
descended on Newell’s farm to see the
giant. Speculation was rife as to its origins. Some saw it as a “petrifaction,” or
petrified giant. Ministers claimed it was
indeed proof that giants once walked
the earth. Others said it was an ancient
statue carved by a sculpting hand. And
some dismissed it as humbug.
Newell, no dummy, started charging
admission: 50 cents a peek. Syracuse
newspapers reported on the sensation.
News by telegraph brought the New
York papers, and the news spread across
the land. And oceans. I’ve read one
news account where the giant was the
major topic of conversation among the
Sultan’s subjects of Albania. But news
during the era had to be taken with a
grain of salt.
“Scientists” arrived and took various
positions on the origins of the statue.
At this point we can begin to understand why the giant was taken so seriously. It is easy to understand why some
saw the giant as proof of the literal truth
of the Bible. Most Americans were
deeply religious at the time. Darwin’s
theory of evolution had only been published 10 years earlier and if you told
someone they were descended from
monkeys you would have been laughed
at. But this also accounts for why sci-

entific explanations were themselves
treated with suspicion. Science was still
young, very much in its formative years,
and not as widely accepted by the public
as it is today. If you couldn’t perceive it
with your senses then you would scoff
at the idea of sub-atomic particles and
the other abstract vagaries of science. It
was a world where you lived according
to your senses, and the received wisdom
of the Bible.
One of the early visitors to Cardiff was
Amos Westcott of Syracuse. He was a
former mayor of that city, first president
of the New York Dental Society, and
one of the founders of the New York
College of Dentistry (now affiliated
with New York University). He was
highly respected in his community. He
also saw himself as a “scientist.” Like
others, he was taken by the giant (and
taken in). He saw it as a mystery of
science. He also saw it as an investment possibility. Here enters the David
Hannum-of-Homer angle. Westcott and
Hannum were brothers-in-law. Westcott
invited Hannum to join him to see the
giant again, along with other potential investors. Hannum, an uneducated
country boy, followed his brother-inlaw’s lead. According to John Rankin,
Hannum “confessed his ignorance of
giants,” but agreed to join others in
buying a share in the giant. This was
a time when “science” was viewed as
having a return and it was not altruistic. Several other ventures offered to
buy the giant, but in the end Newell
settled on Westcott and company, selling a three-quarter share for $30,000
(only Newell knew that Hull had a
share in his remaining share). Because
of his reputation, Westcott served as
the guiding light and spokesperson for
the group. The new owners moved the
giant to Syracuse and raised admission
to 75 cents. There the show was mobbed
and trains on the old New York Central
extended their stops so passengers could
pay admission to see the giant.
In the next issue: P. T. Barnum tries to
buy the giant

Cardiff Giant Birthday Party:
CNY Living History Center
On Oct. 16, a 150th birthday celebration for the Cardiff Giant will be held at
the CNY Living History Center. John
Hartsock will give a talk about the hoax
and dispel claims that have grown up
around it. Homer’s copy of the Cardiff
Giant will be on display. The event will
be held at 7 p.m. The Center is located
a 4386 US-11, Cortland, NY 13045.
Phone: 607-299-4815. The event is free
and open to the public.

The Storyteller Behind the National
Folk Legend David Harum
A never-before published story as told by David HANNUM of Homer
What we know of the original David
Hannum, the model for David Harum,
is that he was a true raconteur or storyteller like the national legend based
so closely on him. He would spend
his time at Phil Zimmer’s barbershop
(where Homer Men & Boys is now)
on Main Street swapping stories with
anyone passing by. The storyteller is an
old community fixture, one with antecedents in all the world’s folklore. It
was to storytellers that people turned
for wisdom and entertainment, both
often wrapped in one. This is why we
are fortunate in this issue of The Homer
News to have an example of a tale told
by the real life Hannum—NOT the folk
legend Harum—that has never been
published before. It is especially appropriate given the recent Homer Story
Arts Festival. Clearly, they always had
stories in Homer.
The account was recorded by John
Rankin, a close friend of Hannum and
former mayor of Binghamton, in his
manuscript “The Giantmaker” archived
at the Broome County Historical Society.
The manuscript is an unpublished firstperson account of the Cardiff Giant
Hoax in which Hannum was one of the
investors in and a victim of the hoax.
The manuscript also contains many
unpublished stories told by Hannum.
In the example here, Hannum recounts
the story of another local storyteller:
Jacob Kenner. He was a real person
and is buried in the Atwater cemetery.
And he was one of the few people who
got the better of Hannum in a horse
trade. Here Hannum and by extension
Kenner indulge in the old American
pastime of the “tall tale,” a story with
unbelievable elements related as if it
were true and factual. It was especially
a tradition of frontier and rural America. I
have changed some of the dialect spelling for readability:
“When Reuben Sheaver first
moved on to Truxton Hill [ed:
now in Heiberg Memorial Forest]
and the country wus new, he wus
choppin’ one day long the edge
of the woods a standin' on a log,
head down, didn't see a bear

come in until he wus 'bout
ten, fifteen feet off. Rube
had no time to climb a tree,
and he know'd it would be
a life or death struggle; so
he made fer the bear with
the ax, and he cut a frightful gash, but the bear got
him down and he made
one claw with that big paw
that took th' innerds clean
out of Reuben; but with
one big effort he turn'd th'
bear back over and got
away. He made fer the
barnyard; caught a sheep,
cut it open with his pocket
knife, put the sheep’s bowels o’ compassion right in
th' place o' his own, hurried to the house and hed
his wife sew up the wound
with strong black thread.
Well, sir, that man got well.
He suffered some durin' th'
winter, but come spring he
was all right, and done his
wurk as usual. The neighbors noticed a little lamb
followed him around that
summer, but nothing was
suspicioned except thet
everywhere thet Ruben
went th' lamb was sure to
go."
Published courtesy of the Broome
County Historical Society

Such is the nature of the tall
tale, in this case playfully referring to “Mary had a little Lamb.”
It is, more importantly, a part of
Homer’s folk culture as recalled
by David Hannum.
But was it only back then? One
can imagine modern versions
of tall tales making the rounds.
It’s something to take pride in—
instead of celebrating the history
of what someone did somewhere
else.
I hope in the future to be able to
provide more examples.
John Hartsock
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Lincoln, from page 4
the President when the unmistakable “neigh” could be heard through the
partition. One in the group remarked, “That laugh has been the President’s
life-preserver!” For Lincoln humor was a “tool” for maintaining his mental
health while checking the lengthening mortality lists of a four-year Civil War.
As for Lincoln’s physical health, Carpenter expressed surprise at how the
President sustained his life, for he noted that it seemed there were weeks in
which “he neither ate nor slept,” and the President admitted that no amount of
rest or recreation “seemed…to reach the tired spot.” Furthermore, Carpenter
noted the total disregard Lincoln showed toward his own bodily safety. The
President voiced objection to escorts accompanying him on his travels, and he
wanted no guards posted outside the Executive Chamber. A Colonel Halpine
observed “the utterly unprotected condition of the President’s person, and the
fact that any assassin or maniac, seeking his life, could enter his presence
without the interference of a single armed man to hold him back.” When questioned about the wisdom of taking no precautions, Lincoln simply shrugged it
off by saying rather prophetically, “if there were such a plot, and they wanted
to get at me, no vigilance could keep them out.”

1st Annual Fire Truck Show
Saturday, October 12, 2019
10 AM - 4 PM
Come See the Pride & Joy of
Local Fire Departments & Collectors
Fire Trucks & Apparatus
Any Make, Model or Age

An Event for the Entire Family
Food, Live Music, Raffles & More!!
Exhibitors and Vendors Welcome

The President was the recipient of much hate mail, including death threats.
Unnerving as it would seem to be, Lincoln confided to Carpenter how he
came to deal with such letters:
Soon after I was nominated at Chicago, I began to receive letters
threatening my life. The first one or two made me a little uncomfortable, but I came at length to look for a regular installment of this kind
of correspondence in every week’s mail…. It is no uncommon thing to
receive them now; but they have ceased to give me any apprehension.
Oh, there is nothing like getting used to things!
In the same way, Lincoln dealt with the barrage of words his many critics fired at him in the newspapers and through the mail. Through Carpenter,
Lincoln’s classic philosophy made it into print:
If I were to try to read, much less answer, all the attacks made on me,
this shop might as well be closed for any other business. I do the very
best I know how -- the very best I can; and I mean to keep doing so
until the end.
If the end brings me out all right, what is said against me won’t
amount to anything. If the end brings me out wrong, ten angels swearing I was right would make no difference.
Carpenter had critics, too, and not just art critics. When Carpenter’s publishers decided in 1867 to issue a new printing of his memoir under the title The
Inner Life of Abraham Lincoln, Mrs. Lincoln had harsh words: “To think
of this stranger, silly adventurer, daring to write a work entitled, ‘The Inner
Life of Abraham Lincoln.’ Each scribbling writer, almost strangers to Mr. L.,
subscribe themselves his most intimate friend!’” And this was from the same
woman who just a year earlier had given Carpenter a memento of the late
President as a Christmas present -- what she said was a “very plain cane…
handled by him” and inscribed with the President’s name.
Praise for The Inner Life of Abraham Lincoln did come, however, from one
reputable literary figure in 1868. Charles Dickens and Carpenter met for the
first time on April 18, 1866. Horace Greeley of the New York Tribune feted
Dickens at a dinner at Delmonico’s in New York City. Among the twentyfour invited guests were the cartoonist Thomas Nast and the artist/biographer,
Francis B. Carpenter. On his second tour of America in 1868, Dickens wrote
to Carpenter on February 15 from Westminster Notch, NY. The great English
author thanked him for the book and commented:
It has interested me exceedingly. I sat down quietly to read some
pages of it, an hour after I arrived here: and the book did not leave my
hand until I had read it through to the last word. Believe me, Dear Sir,
Faith-fully yours – Charles Dickens
This was a well- deserved accolade for a painter/biographer of Lincoln who
had first learned to draw and write as a child born, raised, and educated in the
Town of Homer, New York. This is no “supposed Lincoln connection.” It is
a documented connection that gives the Village of Homer a solid, justifiable
claim to calling itself “Historic Homer.”

If anyone wishes to question how I have performed my duties
as a municipal historian or wishes to challenge anything I have
written about Carpenter, Stoddard, DeVoe, or any other individual who ever lived in the town or village of Homer, please
feel free to make an appointment. A frank and civil discussion
is always welcomed.

4386 US Route 11  Cortland, NY
607-299-4185  www.cnylivinghistory.org

Topsoil - Mulch

Stone - Crushed Stone - Sand

Ted McBride Co.
1349 Fisher Ave. - Cortland, NY

Call First!

cell 543-0382

Delivered or
Picked up

10a19

Bob Pascal

10b19

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com

Coming Soon !!!!!
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Community Day of Caring
Several groups participated in the United Way for
Cortland County's "Day of
Caring" by helping assemble
the new playground equipment at Newton Park in the
village.
The
Cortland
Rotary
Breakfast Club, the J. M.
Murray Center, and Village
Trustees and office staff
were among those involved.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Cooking, Eating, and Reading
It’s getting to be that time of year
again, for a good book, a cup of tea, a
pie or scones baking in the oven, and
maybe soon a fire burning in the wood
stove. There’s something about reading
and baking, or reading after baking, or
eating what you baked while reading
that just makes fall one of my favorite
seasons. But then again the season may
not matter. I’ll take any reason to read
and eat something freshly baked.
In many of our book clubs we try to
cook as part of the book club. If we can
find a food that goes with the book,
conchas with The First Rule of Punk,
guava cheese turnovers with Sal and
Gabi Break the Universe, Martian cookies with Life on Mars, and moon pies
with Cinder, we’ll give it a try. Really,
here at the library, we just like food and
books! Which is why we’ve started the
Family Book Club.
The Family Book Club is designed for
families with a child from 4 to 8 years
old, but it’s for the whole family. We
read books on a theme, like courage,
or respect and discuss it. But first, we
cook.
For September we read Malala’s
Magic Pencil by Malala Yousafzai and
Tyrannosaurus Rex vs. Edna, the Very
First Chicken. We all worked together,
parents, kids, librarians to cook Masour
Dal, a red lentil dish from Pakistan
where Malala is from. We talked about
courage and trying to be brave, all while
eating something we’d never eaten
before. As much as stories make others’
lives become real for us, cooking something someone else eats, something we
might not normally eat, makes a story
become more alive for us, too.
Whether it’s the Family Book Club
or Fiction, Food and Flick, we like to
cook and read and eat at the library. We
taste other people’s lives through their
stories and food. Just please, don’t spill
spaghetti sauce on a library book!

What’s New at the Library?
Library Closed
The library will be closed on Monday,
Oct. 14th. We’ll reopen our regular
hours on Tuesday, the 15th.

Library Podcast
The library’s podcast, Teatime at the
Library has some new episodes. Follow
the link to the podcast from our website or Facebook page and join us for
conversations about happenings at the
library and the love of reading.

Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time with Miss Ashley
starts up again on Sept. 11th. It meets
on Wednesdays at 10:30 am. This fun
program for children from infants to
pre-school age meets every Wednesday
morning when school is in session.
There is no program on snow days
or school vacation. Upcoming themes
include:
October 16th - Fall
October 23rd - Dinosaurs
October 30th - Silly Monsters

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is moving to
Tuesday afternoons. The first program
for the fall will be Tuesday, September
17th from 3:25 pm to 4:15 pm. We
meet right after school any Tuesday
that school is in session. This is a fun
program with stories, crafts, games, and
songs. Upcoming themes are:
October 15th – Underwear
October 22nd – Bedtime and Bears –
bring your stuffie to the library
October 29th – Bats

MakerSpace at the Wonder and
Discovery Center
Stop in as a family or individual to
use our tech toys, gadgets, and tools in
the MakerSpace. You can use Cubelets,
littleBits, LEGOs, and Keva Blocks to
build gadgets and learn about technology. You can even sign up to use our 3D
Printer. A library staff member is available on Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30 pm
to assist with the use of any and all of
these items. The Makerspace will also
be open on Saturday, Oct. 19th from
10:30 to noon.

Tomfoolery, the library zine
Youth in 5th to 12th grade who love to
write are invited to join our Zine. A zine
is a small self-published magazine usually created by hand. Often zines focus
on issues of social justice. The library’s
zine comes out every two months and
has a different theme of focus with each
issue. The group meets every Thursday
from 3:30 until 5 pm. The first two
weeks of each month include writing
topics like creating a plot, writing dialogue, and important elements of different genres of writing. Students can
write fiction, non-fiction, poetry, book
reviews or create art work for the zine.
Youth are also involved with editing
and layout. If you love to write or draw,
come on Thursdays at 3:30 to be part of
our Zine.

THE HOMER NEWS
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FREE

New C4ARTs Mural
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FREE

THE HOMER NEWS

The Homer News was started in 2010 as a bi-weekly newspaper to serve the Town and Village of Homer. The circulation
has grown from 3000 copies to 4200 copies in the past 7
years.
There is now an opportunity for a new owner to build on the
established advertising base to provide a substantial income
while providing a valuable and appreciated service to the
readers in the area. Modest investment required. Current
owner will aid in the transition after the sale.
Reply your interest to: Editor, The Homer News, P.O. Box
125, Homer, NY 13077

Tech Help
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Want help with an
online job application? Tech help is
available Thursdays from 6 to 8 pm.
Tech help will also be available on
Saturday Oct. 19th from 1 -2 pm.

Fiction, Food, and Flick
This unique, twice-monthly program
includes a book discussion, viewing
of the movie based on the book, and a
chance to try one dish or snack that the
characters in the story eat. Come for just
the book discussion, just the food and
flick, or for both.

on Oct. 15th at 6 pm and we’ll watch
the movie on Oct. 22nd at 6 pm.

Library Board of Trustees Meeting
The next scheduled meeting will be
Monday, Oct. 21st at 7 pm in the library
community meeting room. The meeting
is open to the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out our
website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:

Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
The book/movie for October is Harry Thursday
10 pm to 6 pm
Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J K Friday
Rowling. We’ll be discussing the story Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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Harlem Wizards
to Play Here
Oct. 27
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2019 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips
Free Library, Homer Men and Boys, Olde Homer
House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen, Sinfully Sweet Cafe,
Key Bank, FNB of Dryden - Homer & Cortlandville
Offices, Homer Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins,
Anderson’s Farm Market, Dandy Mart, Brown’s
Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops,
Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY
Living History Center, Steve & Lu's Diner, Little
Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts, Antiques on James,
Express Mart.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer News will be October 24,
2019. DEADLINE: for ads and
news is October 15, 2019.

Village Signs Could Use
Consistency in Design

The world-famous Harlem Wizards
will visit Homer High School Gym
on Sunday October 27th at 2:00 pm
for an afternoon of great fun and fundraising. The Wizards will play a game
against a team of Homer School administrators, teachers, community leaders,
and community members. Proceeds
will benefit Homer Intermediate SCA.
The event will feature a variety of
fun interactive extras to complement
the Wizards' dazzling demonstration
of hoops artistry: Pregame "Wiz Kids"
warm-up, contests, comedy, awesome
slam dunks, audience participation,
merchandise giveaways, and more. The
game will conclude with the Wizards'
signature dance extravaganza that will
have the crowd on their feet!
"We are delighted to host the Wizards,"
says Richalle Cicioni, SCA, President.
"They are superb showmen who deliver
fantastic all-ages entertainment for a
great cause."
Founded in 1962, the Wizards have
played over 15,000 games throughout
the US that have raised over $25 million for schools and charitable causes.
The Wizards have also played in over
25 foreign countries on five continents.
Tickets are priced as follows:
Advance tickets: Students - $10 &
Adults - $12
We expect tickets to sell out in advance,
if any tickets are remaining the day of,
students - $13 and adults - $17
Reserved $20
Courtside Plus $35
Courtside Plus ticket holders receive
first or second row seating and meet
privately with selected Wizard players
before the game for a meet-and-greet
and show.
To purchase tickets and for more
information visit (www.harlemwizards.com).
The home team players will be thrilled
to play in front of family, friends, and
fans, and spectators will delight in seeing their beloved teachers, principals,
and community leaders run the court.
Come out and cheer - you will not want
to miss this fantastic experience that
will benefit our most precious resource:
The kids!

Perhaps once the new signs at the entrances to the village are installed,
a standard for all department signs can be established.
These 3 (plus the one at Newton Water Works) while they are similar, do
not carry a close theme.

Indivisible Cortland
County to Meet
Nov. 2

FALL & CHRISTMAS
HOLIDAY CRAFT
FAIR

Indivisible Cortland County will hold
its November meeting on Saturday,
November 2nd, from 2-4 p.m. at
the United Presbyterian Church,
25 Church Street, Cortland, NY.
Congressman Anthony Brindisi will
be the guest speaker. There will
be an open question and answer
period. A good will donation to the
local food bank will be appreciated.

Spirit Grace Walkers Relay for Life
Team's Annual Fundraiser
Saturday, October 19, 9am-3pm
Grace & Holy Spirit Church
13 Court St, Cortland
Vendors Welcome, spaces available
Contact Rosemary 607-749-7190
or
Janet 607-745-2624

A gift subscription to The
Homer News will help
keep your out-of-town
friends and relatives
informed. $36/year for 1st
Class Mail. Call 749-2613
HOMER NEWS

HOMER NEWS
ADS
GET
NOTICED
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Citizen Cope to Play
Center for the Arts
Feb. 6, 2020
On February 6, 2020, Citizen Cope
visits Homer, New York on his Winter
Solo Acoustic Tour for a special performance at the Center for the Arts.
Tickets are $50.50 with $1 per ticket
going to The Clarence Greenwood
Foundation to provide the tools and
resources to encourage youth to pursue the arts.
Tickets go on sale Friday, October 11
at Noon.
Citizen Cope (Solo Acoustic)
February 6
8:00pm
TICKETS: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/citizen-cope-solo-acoustic-tickets-75865791625
or by calling 607-749-4900
The Whiting Theater
Center for the Arts of Homer
72 S. Main St.
Homer, NY
BIO: Ask him how he knew it was
time to record a new studio album
and Clarence Greenwood, the trailblazing artist and producer better
known as Citizen Cope, has a simple
answer: “It was time.”
Cope has built an entire career on
trusting his gut and following his
muse, and if his new album, ‘Heroin
& Helicopters,’ is any indication, his
instincts are sharper now than ever
before. As technically innovative as
it is emotionally resonant, the record
arrives at a uniquely challenging
moment in modern American culture,
when profound political polarization
and social divisions seem to grow
deeper by the day. Rather than dwell
on our differences, though, Cope
tunes in to what unites us here,
drawing on everything from Chuck
Brown and The Beatles to Randy
Newman and Bill Withers, aiming his
unique brand of urbanfolk inwards to
reflect on the personal journeys we
all undertake to embrace ourselves
despite our flaws.
“I think we’re all on a mission to
find some inner peace,” he reflects.
“We’re all going towards this collective consciousness, and even though
it’s dark right now, I believe we’re
going to reach that place together.
Peace and harmony and understanding, that’s how you combat the darkness, and that’s what this record is
all about.”
While ‘Heroin & Helicopters’ feels
particularly timely, the record’s
themes have been fixtures of Cope’s
music since the release of his selftitled debut in 2002. That album
was the culmination of years of
pursuing his passion. Cope got his
musical start in DC before moving
to Brooklyn, where he wrote songs
while supporting himself on the
streets, buying and selling concert

and sporting tickets with a cast of
characters outside arenas and stadiums. His music spread from fantofan via word of mouth, and over
the course of time his songs have
become the soundtrack of his fans
lives.
The success of Cope’s music has
always been a slow burn, rather
than a flash in the pan. His single
“Let The Drummer Kick” eventually
went Platinum without any support from commercial radio. The
Washington Post has hailed him
as “DC’s finest export since Marvin
Gaye,” while Rolling Stone raved
that his “uncommon chords and harmonies combine delicate dissonance
with unexpected flashes of beauty.”
In 2004, Cope followed up his
selftitled debut with ‘The Clarence
Greenwood Recordings,’ an album
Vibe praised as “flawless throughout,” gushing that Cope “makes
music that feeds your soul…this
is one of those CDs you hear at a
friend’s house and rush out to buy.”
The collection was largely ignored
by mainstream media and never
charted, yet the grassroots swell of
support kept sales rolling year after
year, to the tune of 700,000 copies,
and opened the doors to film and
television syncs with tracks appearing in Entourage, Sons of Anarchy,
Alpha Dog, and more. Songs from
the record would go on to be covered by everyone from Carlos
Santana and Sheryl Crow to Richie
Havens and Rhymefest, and in the
years that followed, Cope has headlined all 50 states and shared stages
with superstars like Eric Clapton.
He cracked the Billboard 200 for the
first time with 2006’s ‘Every Waking
Moment,’ and then launched his
own label to release 2010’s ‘The
Rainwater LP’ and 2012’s ‘One
Lovely Day,’ his highest charting
album to date.
As Cope’s career grew, his style of
urbanfolk never settled into any particular genre in an industry fixated
on arbitrary distinctions like radio
formats. “I can understand why it
didn’t go into the cookiecutter. The
music and my life were influenced
by growing up in very distinct but
different American cultures.” Born in
Memphis, spending summer months
with his great aunt and uncle in a
small west Texas town, while being
primarily raised in Washington, DC,
Cope grew up equally influenced by
the production techniques of George
Martin, Dr. Dre and Willie Mitchell
while listening to everything from
Willie Nelson, to John Lennon, Bob
Marley, Outkast and A Tribe Called
Quest. Artistic boundaries meant
nothing.
The 2011 birth of his daughter
proved to be an ideal moment to
step away from it all and reevaluate what mattered most, both as a

songwriter and a man. “It was really
important for me to be there with
my daughter as she grew up,” says
Cope. “I took these past several
years off of recording mostly just to
spend time with her. People say it’s
not rocket science making records,
but there really is a science to making a piece of art that’s going to
touch people emotionally and have
an impact on their lives, and if you’re
not feeling it, you can’t fake it.”
Cope’s time away from music was
also a moment to deal with reflecting and addressing the turmoil he
faced surrounding the death of his
estranged biological father, who had
been physically abusive before abandoning his responsibilities decades
earlier. “He was sick and I was able
to have a sit down with him before
he died,” Cope told Lance Armstrong
in a poignant conversation for The
Forward Podcast. “I had a lot of fear
surrounding my father, and when I
saw him, I realized I wasn’t scared
of him as a person. He was just a
flawed individual and I saw him in
a whole different light. I didn’t want
to go through life having this anger
or hatred, and I don’t even know
what forgiveness is in that realm,
but maybe it’s a little bit of forgiving
yourself and giving love to yourself.”
That kind of selfreflection is at the
heart of ‘Heroin & Helicopters,’ which
actually draws its title from a warning
Santana shared with Cope one night
backstage at The Fillmore. “Stay
away from the two H’s, Heroin and
Helicopters” he said, because they
all too often prove fatal for musicians and celebrities. The message
resonated with Cope, who saw parallels with a broader culture fixated
on shortcuts over selfimprovement,
on mass production over quality, on
greed over empathy.
“We’re living in an addicted society,”
says Cope, “and not just addicted
to drugs or alcohol or substances.
We’re addicted to conflict and fame
and social media. We’re addicted to
getting what we want without working for it, without paying the price.”
‘Heroin & Helicopters opens with
“Duck Confit,” a slowburning and
arresting spokenword meditation that
finds Cope looking in as much as
he looks out, channeling the uneasy
feeling that comes with recognizing
your own role in perpetuating the
very same social constructs you wish
to change. “Where crimes of humanity are concealed and condoned / By
self preservation and biblical prophecy...Where you know deep down
inside / That something’s not right /
Like a man killing the mother of his
son / Cleaning his shotgun” he says
over a simmering organ punctuated
with 808 kicks. The track plays out
like an overheard prayer, spiritual
in its intimacy, and it sets the stage
beautifully for a record unafraid to
push boundaries and ask uncomfortable questions, questions that transcend any political party or movement and cut to the heart of what it
means to be human.
“People try to politicize my music

sometimes, but I don’t write political
records,” Cope says definitively. “My
music has always been built around
consciousness.”
The first single “Justice” challenges
our very notion of the concept, wondering if we’ve ever even seen what
true righteousness looks like in this
world. “The River” castigates and
identifies a system built to devalue
our lives… “They’ll take you down
to the river / Leave you down by
the river / They’ll shoot you down
by the river / Leave you to drown
by the river.” The heavy drum and
pianoladen swing of “Sally Walks” is
clothed in the story of a lover who’s
swallowed whole by addiction, but
it’s not clear if Sally is the lover or
the substance itself. Though it would
be easy to despair in the face of it
all, ‘Heroin & Helicopters’ insists on
defiance, on standing up to power
and resisting the force of the invisible hands that seem to guide our
every move. “Yella” could almost
be a country song, with Cope singing over acoustic guitar and a drum
shuffle played by Abe Laboreal, Jr.
With lyrics touching on the migration of people from small towns to
big cities, Cope uses the analogy
of a little league baseball player
striking out, ultimately realizing that
strength and redemption are gained
through struggle, loss and failure.
“And the baseball rolls slowly off the
pitcher’s mound / As I stood in the
batter’s box once they struck me out
/ I showed a sign a weakness and
I swung my bat / And the fire that
once burned yella turned to ash”
“Government / counterfeit / dollar
bill / you worship it,” Cope sings on
“War,” an infectious track produced
by XZ, who worked closely with him
in the studio. The song is a perfect
distillation of Cope’s brand of wordplay and lyricism, where war not
only represents a battlefield, but also
alludes to an individual’s selfinflicted
inner turmoil, moving between the
mandated laws of religion and society, and how we reconcile choices
within the human psyche.
“Essentially, I’m trying to connect an
emotion and lyrics and wrap them up
in heavy drums,” he explains. “The
music isn’t hip hop, it isn’t reggae,
it isn’t pop, and it isn’t rock and roll.
It doesn’t necessarily have a home,
genrewise, but it lives in all of those
places, it pays respect to all those
places.”
Respect is ultimately what it all
comes down to for Cope: respect
for the art, respect for each other,
respect for ourselves, respect for
our instincts. At the end of the day,
we all want the same things, and no
matter how much the culture conditions us to believe that peace and
happiness can be bought and sold,
there’s no price tag because they
come from within. Change, growth,
and satisfaction require patience,
work, and love. Seven years in the
making, ‘Heroin & Helicopters’ is
proof of that.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
R. MICHAEL SHAFER

SCOLARO
F E T T E R
GRI Z A N T I
McGOUGH, P.C.
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELORS AT LAW

SF
GM

PHONE (315) 696-8918
DIRECT FAX (315) 671-1217
E-MAIL: mshafer@scolaro.com
www.scolaro.com
397 STATE ROUTE 281
TULLY, NY 13159

Solar Lease Review Available

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12c17

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 7 pm

Open
Year ‘Round

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

Sun. 11:30 - 5 pm

41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

12b16

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

www.andersonsmkt.com

our Facebook
Hot Lunches are back!! Check
page for daily specials

Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008
cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

Lots of fresh LOCAL produce

Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

NEED WATER?
WELLS • WATER CONDITIONING • PUMPS

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Since 1968

FREE Estimates and On-Site Review
Reasonable Rates • Prompt Service

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com
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4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

Pat Hill Community Building

2IIVHW3ULQWLQJ
6FUHHQ3ULQWLQJ
9HKLFOH/HWWHULQJ
%XLOGLQJ6LJQV
0DJQHWV
'ULQNZDUH
3HQFLOV 3HQV
)ODVK'ULYHV
+DWV
.H\WDJV

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

607


Don Ferris
10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP

&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

info@oldehomerhouse.com

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

SALLY BROWN KURTZ
AHWD, CBR, GREEN, GRI
Real Estate Associate Broker
Sally@hometoheritage.com

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
607.428.0708 Office

607.345.5353 Cell
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE

BOB’S
“Country”
BARBECUE
ken

PPo

C

hi c

rk

Cooked “LO-N-SLO” over
Wood and Charcoal

 R i b s  B e ef



%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV

A park-like setting with play area for kids where everyone
is welcome for a great Country Barbecue

Closing for the Season October 13
Thank you for dining with us.
See you Spring 2020
57+20(5
WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY & HOLIDAYS 11-8

THEME: WORLD SERIES
ACROSS
1. At a great distance
5. *TV network, last aired World
Series in 1993
8. Biological blueprint
11. “For” in Spanish
12. Clarified butter
13. Kind of Wrangler
14. Foolish person
15. Capital of Latvia
16. More so than #16 Down
17. *As opposed to #51 Across
19. Grateful Dead’s kind of rock
20. Like Hitler’s ideal
21. Bugling ungulate
22. *2018 World Series winner
25. Like default settings
28. American cuckoo
29. Interstellar cloud
32. Female gamete
34. Noonan in “Caddyshack”
36. Olympic chant
37. Related on mother’s side
38. Narc’s unit
39. Kind of acid
41. Mountbatten-Windsor ____
Markle
42. Financial deficit
44. Made noise
46. “I ____ You Babe”
47. Next step for juvenile
49. Dylan Thomas, e.g.
51. *League with most World
Series victories
54. Miss America’s headgear
55. ____ en scene
56. Successor
58. Picnic invaders
59. Change for a five
60. Marine eagle
61. Unknown power
62. *Formerly known as Stockings
63. Shirt is tied, then ____
DOWN
1. City dwelling, abbr.
2. Babe in the woods
3. Cantatrice’s offering
4. Drum sound
5. Formal dishes
6. Between “begin” and “begun”
7. Notary Public’s mark
8. Cold cuts store
9. Demand
10. Credit card acronym
12. Breakwater
13. *Single series HR record holder
16. Opposite of sun-kissed

Solution to
September 26
Puzzle

%XIILQJ
3LFN8S 'HOLYHU\

607-591-0105
6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

THE HOMER NEWS
Publication Schedule

VOL

10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10
10

ISS

PUB DATE

7
8
9
10
11
12
13

DEADLINE

9/26/2019
10/10/2019
10/24/2019
11/7/2019
11/21/2019
12/5/2019
12/19/2019
1/2/2020
1/16/2020
1/30/2020

14

15
16

9/17/2019
10/1/2019
10/15/2019
10/29/2019
11/12/2019
11/26/2019
12/10/2019
12/23/2020
1/7/2020
1/21/2020

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
18. Often-missed humor
21. *Pitching stat
22. Hard place to scratch?
23. Currently broadcasting
24. Sashay
25. Surveyor’s map
26. *1984 winner Darrell or 1986 loser
Dwight
27. Tutor’s student
30. *World Series play-by-play announcer
31. Take illegal drugs
33. Fitting reward
35. *2018 losing team
37. Cause for food recall
39. Adam of “Stand and Deliver” fame
40. Hardens
43. I, to a Greek
45. Used a back-scratcher, e.g.
47. Kind of acid
48. Spay
49. Pub order
50. Solemn promise
51. Singer Tori
52. Bald eagle’s nest
53. *Positions on the field
54. Summer glow
57. *Sock color of the 1918 and 2004 winners

$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Classifieds
WANTED

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS

WANTED: Someone to play or
learn to play our organ at St. John's
Episcopal Church in Marathon. Call
Father Tom at 607-423-0845

CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS - 13
Yard dumpsters available, cleanouts, junk removal, construction
debris. Commercial, Residential.
Fully Insured. Resonable Rates.
Owner - Shane Keep. 607-299-4676

HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE
Lawn Mowing; Junk Removal; Mulching;
Shrub Trimming; Pressure Washing
houses, decks; Cleanouts barns, houses; Painting; Staining; Driveway sealing; Gutter cleaning; Fall cleanups. 13
yd dumpster for rent. Much more. Fully
Insured. Reasonable Rates. 607-29911b19
4676
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A gift subscription to The Homer News will
help keep your out-of-town friends and relatives
informed. $36/year for 1st Class Mail. Call 7492613
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2019 Third Quarter Cortland
County Legislative Report
By
Kelly Fairchild Preston Homer District LD10
and Linda Jones Homer District LD9

Issue 8

Homer
History Celebration
Fri eve Oct 11 and Sat Oct 12, 2019

Schedule of Events
ALL EVENTS ARE FREE UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED
Donations Gratefully Accepted

FRIDAY NIGHT OCT 11th
5:00-8:00pm Roast Pork Dinner $15.00
Featuring The David Harum Ice Cream Sundae

Fall has arrived along with the
beauty of the changing leaves that
make us all wonder at the magic of
Mother Nature. It also means that
legislators are continuing to work
on the county budget. Department
heads have presented their 2020
budgets. Much work has been
done to make as many cuts to the
draft budget as reasonably possible. A tentative budget is expected
to be filed on October 7th.
Our “retired” Veteran’s Officer,
Carl Bullock, has stepped up
to assist our county at no cost
while we search for a candidate
to assume his responsibilities.
Mr. Bullock is a man who served
his country, and this county for
many years. His presence in the
Veteran’s Office is welcomed and
appreciated.
Our newly hired County Auditor,
Steven Trobert began his duties
on September 1st, as did our
new Assistant Director of Finance,
Darrel Tuttle. The Budget &
Finance Department is extremely
busy due to the budget season,
but this new team of professionals, spear headed by the leadership of Andrea Herzog, Director
of Finance, is well qualified for the
task.
Award bids Phase I and Phase
II have been accepted by the
county for the new 911 Center
at the former Niagara Mohawk
Building. This building is owned
by the county and located at 22
West Court Street, Cortland. This
project is funded by a grant from
the New York State Department of
Homeland Security at no cost to
the county.
A new MANDATED “Code Blue”
warming center for the protection of vulnerable and homeless
persons to provide shelter during inclement weather when air
temperatures are at or below 32
degrees will be ready in the near
future. The center will be located
at the Salvation Army Center on
South Main Street, Cortland.
The county is set to take over the

recycling center at the beginning
of 2020. The Highway Department
is in the process of purchasing
the necessary equipment. The
county previously contracted with
Casella Waste Systems to operate the center.
The Personnel Committee,
chaired by Kelly and vice chaired
by Linda, passed a resolution
that all committee meetings will
be available to the public on
audio. This was long overdue.
The resolution promotes FULL
TRANSPARENCY to anyone that
wants to know exactly what was
said in any given committee meeting. Thank you to Kelly Preston,
our chair, for bringing this forward
in her committee.
The County Administrator Search
Committee, of which members
include County Legislators and
community members, have been
unable to bring forward a candidate that will be offered the position.
Have you visited our County
Park - Dwyer Memorial - lately?
There are wonderful old cobblestone cooking fireplaces that
were built in 1951. With the funding raised by Linda Jones through
FRIENDS OF DWYER PARK and
Harry Coleman, Jr, a local volunteer, the historic fireplaces are
being restored one by one. Mr.
Coleman is a retired union bricklayer and has worked tirelessly to
tear down and rebuild four of them
so far. If you see Harry, thank him
for all his dedicated and experienced workmanship. Without his
volunteerism, this project could
not have been accomplished.
“Our most basic common link
is that we all inhabit this planet.
We all breathe the same air. We
all cherish our children’s future.
And we are all mortal.” - John F.
Kennedy
Contact us anytime kpreston@
cortland.co-org ljones@cortland.
co-org

Homer Congregational Church
Kids 5-12: $8.00 / 4 & under are Free
Children’s Carnival Games and Prizes
6:00 pm Ringing of the Church Bells
6:00-10:00 Lighting of The Green
7:30-8:30 The Architecture and History
of the Homer Congregational Church
P
Presenter:
Russ Darr, President, The Landmark Society
Homer Congregational Church Sanctuary

SATURDAY OCT 12TH
10:00-2:00 Homer History Center Open
Main St next to Key Bank
Come enjoy light refreshments, exhibits of historic Homer’s
rich past, Homer related gift items sold by Chris Gratz
plus a selection of old books and more

1:00-2:00 Homer Legends and Lore History Tour
Presenter: Kathy Beardsley: VP Landmark Society

Come Celebrate the Rich Heritage of Homer, NY
Thank You to All Participants and Especially to
The Landmark Society of Cortland County
and The Homer Congregational Church

2019 Light of My Life
Have a light
shine brightly this
holiday season in memory
or in honor of a loved one. The
names of all those being remembered
will be posted on a display board on the
Village Green in Homer through mid January
Friday, Dec. 6, 2019
6:30 pm
Tree Lighting on Homer Village Green
Forms available at
Hospice Foundation Office 11 Kennedy Parkway, Cortland
Hospicare Office 172 E. King Road, Ithaca
Sinfully Sweet 17 S. Main St. Homer
www.LightOfMyLife.org
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

The Robideaus live on South Main Street in Homer, and recently
traveled to the Adirondacks. Of course they brought a copy of The
Homer News with them! In the photo of “Where it is being read!” are
from left to right; Emma, Morgan, Lily and Grace.

