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Around Town

Clune, Finkbeiner:
Thank You
Thank you to the residents of the Village of Homer for your continued
trust in us, as Trustees. When the unofficial results posted on the
morning of November 4th, we were awed by the turnout. We are honored and humbled by your votes and will continue to represent you
and the Village to the best of our abilities.
The Village of Homer has a great team that we are proud to be a
part of. We look forward to working together. Thank you again.
Sincerely,
Patrick M. Clune
Edward H. Finkbeiner

IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
FAMILY CAREGIVERS MONTH
THE CORTLAND COUNTY AREA AGENCY
ON AGING’S CAREGIVERS RESOURCE
CENTER INVITES YOU TO WIN PRIZES
& HAVE FUN FROM THE COMFORT OF
YOUR OWN HOME. IF YOU CARE FOR A
LOVED ONE PLEASE JOIN US AS A TOKEN
OF OUR APPRECIATION FOR THE HARD
WORK YOU DO. WE WILL BE HAVING
VIRTUAL BINGO NIGHT EVERY MONDAY
IN NOVEMBER AT 7PM VIA ZOOM.
DATES: 11/2, 11/9, 11/16, 11/23, 11/30. CALL
TO REGISTER TODAY 753-5060 - SPACE IS
LIMITED.

NYSOFA (New York State Office
for the Aging) on line tool:
Help older New Yorkers protect
themselves from COVID-19
newyork.cv19checkup.org is free, confidential, and easy to use.
It is designed to help you be safer and healthier during the COVID-19
pandemic.
You will spend just 5 to 10 minutes answering some questions and then
immediately receive a custom report based on your life and habits. Find
out how likely you are to get or spread COVID-19, how severe it might
be if you get sick, steps to reduce your risks, and ways to have your needs
met during the pandemic.
Your report will provide guidance from leading experts and organizations based on research, science, and recommendations published by the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the World Health
Organization.

Medicare is Complicated.
We Can Help.
Do you have questions about Medicare?
Bailey Place Insurance offers plans to help
assist you in weaving through the Medicare maze.
Now is the time!
The Annual Enrollment Period has begun.
Call Val VanGorder at 607-756-2805
or email Val@baileyplace.com
to set up an appointment today!

Auto • Home • Life • Business
2 N. Main Street, Cortland, NY
(607) 756-2805

THE CORTLAND COUNTY AREA AGENCY ON AGING
IS SPONSORED BY THE CORTLAND COUNTY LEGISLATURE IN
CONJUNCTION WITH THE NEW YORK STATE OFFICE OF THE AGING
UNDER THE TITLE III OF THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT OF 2016, AS
AMENDED.

Val VanGorder

Benson Davis Insurance
5RXWH+RPHr1<

baileyplace.com

Homer News Ads Get Noticed
EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: November 10, 2020 for the
November 19, 2020 issue.

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

A gift subscription to The
Homer News will help keep
your out-of-town friends and
relatives informed. $36/year
for 1st Class Mail. Call 7492613
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Homeville Museum to
Dispose of Worn American
Flags Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Homeville Museum will sponsor our 3rd Annual Veterans Day Watchfire on
November 11th, starting at 5:30 pm at the CNY Living History Center. Our purpose is to honor Veterans and respectfully destroy retired & tattered flags.
You can drop your flags off in the box within the outer doors at the CNY Living
History Center, Thursday – Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm or in the Flag drop at the
Homer American Legion. If possible, please drop off your flags at least 2-3 days
prior.
Unfortunately, due to on-going spread of the COVID-19 in our community and our
concerns for the health of our members, we’ve made the difficult decision to keep
this a private event.
This Veterans Day Watchfire is in collaboration with:
 Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter #377

Sold on Cortland
County
and Central
New York
Sold on
Cortland
County!
NEW LOCATION
84 Cortland St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQ+RPHrQH[WWRWKH+RPHU(/.6&OXE
(YHQLQJDQG WHHNHQG+RXUV
&rHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[ $FFRXQW&DUGV $FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
84 Cortland St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
Hannah Gallagher, PT, DPT
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KrHQ+H\Hr, PT'3T)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
&RUWODQG6W QH[WWR(/.6 +RPHr, NYZZZKH\HUSWFRP

 American Legion Post #465, Homer
 VETSAR - Veteran Search and Rescue
 Tioughnioga Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution
 Contact us at: Homeville@CNYLivingHistory.org if you have questions.

All AARP Smart Driver Classes
Canceled
**For The Rest of 2020 due to COVID-19**
Classroom instruction to resume in 2021
ONLINE Class available at www.aarpdriversafety.org

Homer News Ads Get Noticed
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

The Homer Road Prisoners Built
Many readers have undoubtedly traveled by car along Route 41-A. The portion
near the southern terminus winds through a ravine just off the Atwater Cemetery
and is called by the locals “Homer Gulf Road.” Originally, this portion was a mere
path through the wilderness used by our earliest settlers. Trees were cleared to
make a roadway for farmers to move their goods via teams of horses to the Great
Western store or the Sherman Exchange in Homer village. With the advent of the
automobile, a paved surface was called for. But did you know that the first paved
road through Homer Gulf was constructed through the labor of prisoners? Using
information found in ten issues of the Homer Republican newspaper from 1914 to
1917, this is the story of the road prisoners built in the Town of Homer.
The road through Homer Gulf was not paved at the start of the twentieth century. By 1914, repairs were being called for. One local businessman, F. X. Litz,
finding the dirt road to be “of much importance to Homer Business men,” decided
to take matters into his own hands. He proposed “with the consent of the town
authorities to spend some of his own money in putting this road in better condition.” The Homer Republican on August 6, 1914, supported Mr. Litz’ project and
wrote that it was “worthy of emulation by other business men of Homer.”
It is uncertain that any meaningful action was taken to carry out this ambitious
project. It is known, however, that word arrived in Homer on Monday, May 8,
1916, that the state had made an appropriation of $50,000 for the construction of a
number of state roads, and “it was suggested that if Homer would send in a petition
at once for the construction of the Homer gulf road under this act and appropriation
it was probable that this piece of road would be designated for construction this
year.” Immediately, copies of such a petition were circulated through the village
and town of Homer by F. M. Briggs, W. G. Crandall, and a dozen other members
of Homer’s Commercial Club [comparable to today’s Chamber of Commerce].
The newspaper reported:
…. all the people were more than willing to sign it as Homer people
have long been anxious to have the road improved. It is an important
highway to Homer from Auburn, Moravia, Dresserville, Como and
Sempronius. It is also a picturesque route which will be much enjoyed
by motorists. It is hoped that the prayer of the petition will be granted.
Town Supervisor L. M. Austin and Postmaster Samuel Andrews left that
Monday evening for Albany, carrying with them the signed petition requesting
“a state road be built from the Homer-Scott state road through Homer gulf to the
Summer Hill town line—a distance of between two and a half miles.”
Mr. Andrews and Mr. Austin returned Tuesday night from Albany with encouraging news. They reported they met with State Highway Commissioner Edwin
Duffey, “who received them cordially and was surprised at the size of the petition,
which contained about 500 names of Homer citizens, all obtained in a half days’
time.” While the governor had not yet signed the appropriation bill, the committee
from Homer was informed that the bill would be approved at once, that “engineers
from the highway department will be here within a week or ten days to look over
the Homer gulf road and consult with the town board on the matter,” and that
roadwork could likely commence that summer “as soon as preliminaries can be
arranged.”
By summer, it was clear that the state would build the road but not pick up the
full cost. The state would bear the cost of labor and some material, but the Town
would have to pay for paving material, necessary tools, and team work [horses] to
construct the top course of the road, and to furnish necessary sluices and guard rails
for the highway. This meant that a special public vote had to be held to authorize
expenditures by the Town and to issue bonds to finance the proposed project.
Two items appeared in the newspaper of August 3, 1916. The first was the
officially required notice that the vote would be held at the Town Hall on August
24 on expending an amount not to exceed $9,000. Financing would be through
serial bonds, payable $1,000 each year, beginning with the year 1917, until fully
paid. The second item was an article in which the paper urged readers to “VOTE
FOR THIS PROPOSITION”:
This road will be valuable to this town and village as a feeder to trade
and a convenience to those who drive horses or cars. Homer people are
anxious that their town and village should prosper and the building
of this fine road will open up the most direct, easy and convenient inlet
for a large section of country west and north of Homer Gulf to Homer
markets to deliver their produce to our buyer and to patronize Homer’s
business places. Every loyal Homer voter should be at the polls on
Thursday, August 24….
A positive outcome to the vote must have been well anticipated because on

Old Postcard of Homer Gulf

Wednesday, August 16, laborers were delivered by the state. They arrived on the
Lehigh Valley train to Cortland, where six or seven Homer automobiles met them
and took them to the Samuel Andrews farmhouse in Homer Gulf, where they were
to be quartered during the construction project. This work force consisted of thirtyone prisoners from the Auburn State Penitentiary. The newspaper explained that
“A single guard will take charge of the men who will sleep in the Andrews house
and do their cooking there. Milk, eggs and butter have been arranged for from
neighboring farmers and bread, groceries and other necessaries will be purchased
in Homer.”
It may be presumed that the convicts were treated the same as those doing
similar roadwork at the time in Erie County. A report of the State Commission
of Prisons indicates such workers were to be paid ten cents per day, which would
considerably reduce the cost if contract laborers were employed. They were issued
work garb that did not distinguish them from ordinary workers. The report maintained the work benefited the men physically and morally. They enjoyed working
outdoors and “consider it a privilege to be selected for road work.”
Mr. P. G. Murphy of Troy, an expert road builder in the employ of the State
Highway Department, was to board with Mr. and Mrs. George Langdon and oversee the road work. He planned to blast out the south west side of the shale rock
bordering the road to widen it and to raise the roadbed about four feet in places
where elevation was needed. The plan called for “a water bound macadam road
12 feet wide with 3-foot shoulders, making the total width of the road 18 feet.”
Cement sluices and retaining walls were be constructed where necessary and a
large amount of posts and guard rails erected to make safe the sides of the road
next to the creek. Besides providing residents in the environs northwest of Homer
“a direct and almost hill less road to this village and beyond” and “the most direct
and shortest route from Homer and Cortland to Auburn,“ the newspaper predicted
“it will be the most scenic route in this part of the state and will be the mecca of
automobile tourists for miles around….” Highway Commissioner Duffey was said
to have ordered the work be done “in the best and most durable manner possible.”
Also, it was reported that the Homer Gulf road would have the added distinction of
being “the first original road construction to be done by prison labor.”
“So, it is up to Homer to carry this appropriation,” stated the newspaper of
August 16, “if the town’s people want this fine, macadam road completed—and
they do.” To campaign for the passage of the vote, the Commercial Club, presided
over by G. Howard Miller, called for a meeting at the Town Hall on the Monday
evening before the vote: “All loyal members who can, will attend the meeting and
help to organize and carry this project to a successful termination. It is the most
important and beneficial one that Homer people have had an opportunity to support
for many years and all should pull together for its success at the polls.”
The day of the big vote arrived, August 24th, and by 10 AM 150 votes were
already cast. The day’s paper made a point to note “Many women who were interested voted for the appropriation.” Note that this was 1916 and women of New
York State could not yet legally vote in a Presidential election, but they could vote
on a local highway proposition. The proposal passed by “a large majority,” as was
expected. After all, once the road became a state highway, the townspeople could
benefit from it, but the Town would not have to maintain it.
By September 14, more than 500 Auburn prison convicts were reported to be
then engaged in repairing and building state roads in various parts of the state.
Obviously, the state had found a way to keep the cost of labor on these projects to
a minimum. “Most of the men are engaged in re-surfacing jobs,” stated the paper,
“and the Homer gulf road is the first one to be built from the bottom by prison
labor.” This historical first may be considered a dubious honor.
The next week, the paper informed its readers that “The Homer gulf road grading is progressing steadily and satisfactorily. The grading is done from the west end
of the road to about the Andrews farm. The men are nearly all working efficiently
and satisfactorily.” “Nearly all” was an appropriate description of the amount of
manpower involved, because this appeared on the same page:
see

Homer Road page 8
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Homer Village Board
The Homer Village Board met via ZOOM on October 27, 2020.
Sewer & Water vouchers for $248,251.55 were audited and approved for payment.
General Fund vouchers for $66,153.76 were audited and approved for payment.
The Board approved the Firefighter applications for Timothy Roodenburg and
Andrew Patterson, contingent on approved medical exam.
The Board accepted Mahlon Irish's resignation from the Planning Board, with a
sincere "Thank you" for his services on that board.
Board appointed Donald Ferris to Chairman of the Planning Board. He has
served as a member of the board for several years.
Mayor McCabe met with a representative of the NYS Department of
Transportation to discuss the intersection of RT 281 (West Road) and RT 90
(Cayuga Street). Some ideas regarding delayed green light signals and possible
eft turn lanes were discussed. Hal will continue discussions with DOT to find a
workable solution to the back-ups at that intersection.
Trustee Clune reported that near the end of November we should be getting
some of the proposed updates to the Village's Code Book.
REMINDER: Village Board meetings are available on You Tube and ZOOM.

Village Planning Board
The Village Planning Board has received updated plans for the Dollar General
project showing a privacy fence between the site and the adjacent residential
properties to the north of the proposed store.
The applicant has also submitted answers to the 13 recommendations from the
Cortland County Planning Board. The Village Planning Board will review the
answers at their next meeting.
The applicant has submitted a Subdivision Application for the site. The
Subdivision application will be reviewed by the Village Planning Board and forwarded to the County Planning Board for review, approval and recommendations.
The regularly scheduled Village Planning Board meeting for November
10 will need to be rescheduled, since at least two members will not be
available for the meeting and there is a vacancy on the board, leaving
the board one member short of having a quorum No Date has been set
as of late Wednesday, Nov. 4th.
Check the Village website or Facebook page for updated meeting information.

The Village Office is now OPEN. Face
Masks and Social Distancing required.

News From the Chief
The annual “Cops on Top” fund raising event where law enforcement officers across the state are at Dunkin
Donuts and raise money for the Special Olympics, was scheduled for October 16, 2020, but was cancelled for this
year.
I have however been in communication with Officer Joe Peters with Cortland Police Department, who organizes
local Special Olympic fundraising events regarding a pancake breakfast on November 21, 2020 at the Homer
Community Building from 5am until noon.
It will be the opening day of Deer Season. There will be presale tickets available for $6 or admission at the door
will be $8, children under 3 are free.
Proceeds from the pancake breakfast will go to the Special Olympics.
Covid-19 guidelines will be followed.

Cortland County
Area agency on aging
Caregivers support group
Join us on Zoom!!!
November 12th, 2020
From 3-4 p.m.

Weill Cornell Medicine will do a brief 10-15 minute talk about their
Family Caregiver Research Study and then the floor will be open
for questions from the support group and then a confidential
group meeting.
To find out how to join or for more information call –
The Caregivers’ Resource Center at 753-5060 or
email malvord@cortland-co.org.
The Cortland County Area Agency on Aging is sponsored by the
Cortland County Legislature in conjunction with the New York
State Office of the Aging under the Title III of The Older
Americans Act of 2016, as amended.

THE HOMER NEWS
is brought to you

FREE
Of course, we all know that
nothing is FREE. Someone
must pay. Please thank our
loyal advertisers, for they
pay so you can get it FREE!!!

Homer News Ads Get Noticed
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From the Archives....
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com

Roy & Mary Crandall's Diner on S. Main Street. Where the I 81 entrance ramp is now.

Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2020 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Harry
Coleman,

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat,
Phillips Free Library, Homer Men and Boys,
Olde Homer House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of
Dryden - Homer & Cortlandville Offices,
Kory’s Diner, Origins, Anderson’s Farm
Market, Frank's Place, Poole’s Drive In,
Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s
Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve &
Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts,.

ON LINE -www.thehomernews.com
All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

Homer Braves uniform at the Homeville Museum
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Homer Road

continued from page 4

Five prisoners working on the Homer gulf road escaped about 10
days ago and three of the men have been recaptured and returned
to Auburn prison to serve a much longer sentence for their foolish
attempt to escape. They lose all credits for good behavior. Does it
pay?
The paper made no mention of the other two escaped prisoners. Are we to
assume they made a successful getaway and returned to a life of crime?
By July of 1917, the original work force was cut in half, since “only a short
distance remains of the grading work to reach the Homer-Scott state road.” The
laying down of the stone courses would be next. The Homer paper of October 25,
1917, posted this notice:

Work on the Homer gulf state road is finished for this year and
the prison laborers have returned to Auburn. The subbase of
the road has been completed from the Homer-Scott state road west
to the town line. This winter the top-dressing stone will be hauled from
this village ready to be spread in the spring. The road is left in fairly
good condition for travel this fall and winter, it is reported.
By early November of 1917, the Auburn prisoners were transferred to Camp
Coleman near Messengerville and were scheduled to work on the road through the
narrows during the winter.
So, as you travel through “this gulf where the road is heavily shaded by the
precipitous, wooded banks and ridges on either side,” remember the first paved
road there was put down by convicts who might not have thought they were rendering a great service to the people of Homer. We know that five of them saw it as
their opportunity for an escape route.

Remember When????
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New Name.
Same Team.

News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Living Through History
When I was a kid, at the beginning of every school year I’d always
be dreaming of when it was going to be
over – hoping for vacation, or summer,
or graduation. My mother would always
tell me I was wishing my life away, but
as a kid that didn’t really seem possible. The thing I keep hearing people
say lately, the thing I keep catching
myself saying, is “when this is over,” or
“when things are back to normal,” or “I
can’t wait until this is over.” We are, of
course, all talking about the pandemic
and to a certain extent focusing on some
dreamed of future rather than being
present to the moment we are living in.
Don’t get me wrong, I’m not really big
into living in the present. The future,
which is a fantasy really, always seems
like a pretty great place to me. Still, we
are living in a historic – dare I say it –
unprecedented time and I have to wonder if we won’t be kicking ourselves in
a year, or two, or ten because we didn’t
record in some way these pandemic
moments we are experiencing.
November is National Novel
Writing Month, where people all over
the world commit to write their way
through the dark days of November by
writing a 50,000 word novel. I once
heard that Chris Baty, the founder of
NaNoWriMo, picked November to be
National Novel Writing Month because
he thought it was such a dreary month
that people had nothing better to do than
write a novel in thirty days. But even if
you aren’t interested in writing a novel,
November and a pandemic is a great
time to start recording your thoughts
and experiences. Whether it’s a poem, a
memoir, a novel about some mysterious
plague in the far off future, a letter to
your future self, a private journal or a
missive for a grandchild now’s as good
a time as any to for us to stop wishing
our lives away and start writing down
what’s happening all around us.
If you need a little help or want to
find inspiration with other pandemic
scribes, join some fellow writers for
Stories from Behind the Mask, an
online writing workshop on Thursday,
November 19th at 6:30 pm. We’ll get
together to “lift our spirits, lift our
pencils, lift our hands over our keyboards…” No matter what you are
writing, this is a chance to find support
and inspiration. Email director@phillipsfreelibrary.org to register.
If you want a good read to get your
through the month, here are some new
books coming out in November. From
your favorite bestselling authors don’t
miss: Daylight by David Baldacci,
Fortune and Glory by Janet Evanovich,

The Awakening by Nora Roberts, Piece
of My Heart by Mary Higgins Clark,
The Law of Innocence by Michael
Connelly, Deadly Cross by James
Patterson, Marauder by Clive Cussler,
All that Glitters by Danielle Steel,
Cobble Hill by Cecily Von Ziegesar
or Hidden in Plain Sight by Jeffrey
Archer. For lovers of Scandinavian
mysteries Norwegian author Jo Nesbø
has a new book out in November, The
Kingdom. M C Beaton’s latest Hot to
Trot and Alexander McCall Smith’s
How to Raise an Elephant are sure to
please cozy mystery readers. For fans of
Ready Player One, Ernest Cline sequel,
Ready Player Two, is out in November.
If you love epic fantasy, like Game of
Thrones, consider Brandon Sanderson’s
Rhythm of War. If non-fiction is more
your speed consider The Best of Me
by David Sedaris, We Keep the Dead
Close: A Murder at Harvard and a Half
Century of Silence by Becky Cooper,
This Time Next Year We’ll be Laughing
by Jacqueline Winspear, Uncomfortable
Conversations with a Black Man by
Emmanuel Acho, or Our Only Home:
A Climate Appeal to the World by the
Dalai Lama XIV.

What’s New at the Library?
Please be aware that all programming is online. We will not have programming in the library for the foreseeable future.
The library will be closed on
Wednesday, November 11th in observance of Veterans Day.

www.hometoheritage.com
607-428-0708
7 James St. | Homer, NY
36 West Main St. | Dryden, NY

change many times over the ensuing
months and be subject to change without notice. In the coming days, weeks
and months, please call the library at
607-749-4616 to find out what our current operating status is.

will be properly socially distanced and
times for entry will be scheduled. Stay
tune for more details. Please be aware
that this event is subject to cancellation based on the community’s current
Covid numbers.

Book Clubs

Ebooks, and Downloadable Audio,
Oh my!

Thanks to a grant from the Rosen
Fund we are adding a new book club to
our slate of youth book clubs. Starting in
December, the library will be offering a
book club for K-1st graders. Participants
will receive a free copy of a picture
book each month. The club will meet
online as zoom meetings on the 3rd
Monday of the month at 5:30 pm. The
meeting will be about 20 minutes long
and include reading together plus a
craft. If interested contact office@phillipsfreelibrary.org by November 12th.

Stories from Behind the Mask
Need a creative boost in November?
Join with fellow writers on Thursday,
November 19th at 6:30 pm for a virtual
writing workshop. We’ll get together to
“lift our spirits, lift our pencils, lift our
hands over our keyboards…” Whether
you’re participating in National Novel
Writing Month, journaling your way
through the pandemic, or writing poetry
to keep your spirits up, this is a chance
to find support and inspiration. Email
director@phillipsfreelibrary.org to register.

Join us for a Virtual Celebration
of Cookies
Check out the library’s Facebook
page on Dec. 1-4 for activities, recipes, and book suggestions to celebrate
National Cookie Day and National
Cookie Cutter Week.

Socially Distanced Family Night
Library Hours
Our hours are Mondays and Tuesday
12 – 7 pm, Wednesday, Thursday and
Fridays 12- 6pm, and Saturdays 10
am – 1 pm. Masks must be worn. Enter
through the side door and report to the
main desk for directions. Please be
aware that we still need to be monitoring/limiting the total number of people
allowed in the building at a time.
Please be aware - With Covid19 cases increasing in the county and
school district, library staff are making
plans for what we will do should there
be more cases in the community. Our
plan is to continue to be open for browsing with social distancing, as long as the
number of current positive cases in the
county is below 300 and the number of
people being monitored is below 2500.
Should the number of current positive
cases in the county rise above 300 or the
people being monitored is above 2500,
Phillips Free Library will offer curbside
service only. As we all are learning during this pandemic, this will undoubtedly

The library will be hosting a Winter
themed Family Night the first full week
of December. Family groups with children between K and 5th grade can
register to participate in a program of
activities from stories to crafts. Stations

Ematerials are still available. To
get started go to your app store and
download Libby by Overdrive to your
device. After you download the app
you will need to answer a few questions
including name of your library, Phillips
Free Library, and your library card and
pin numbers. After that you should be
all set to download books!

Having difficulties downloading?
Give us a shout out.
If you are having difficulty downloading materials, email us at circulation@phillipsfreelibrary.org. We’ll be
in touch to help you get reading free
downloadable library materials soon.

Facebook
Keep in contact with us through our
Facebook page. You can find the links
on our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .

Library Board of Trustees
Openings
Love the library? Skilled in fundraising, advocacy, or technology? The
board of trustees is accepting applications for new board members. We are
looking for people dedicated to the
community, who believe in libraries,
and have skills in policy development,
building and grounds, fundraising, grant
writing, and financial management. To
apply send a letter of interest with experience to Phillips Free Library, P.O. Box
7, Homer, NY 13077.

Library Board of Trustees Meeting
The library board will meet on
Monday, Nov. 15th at 7 pm.

Tell Our Advertisers

you saw their ad in
The Homer News

10 November 5, 2020 ð The Homer News

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Open
Year ‘Round

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 6 pm
Sun. 10:30 am - 4 pm
5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

www.andersonsmkt.com

607

Hot Lunches
Order Thanksgiving Pies NOW!!!
Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291
Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

1634 State Street
Watertown, NY 13601

Cell: (607) 591-0691
Office: (315) 777-4365

Mary B. Gray

Email: Betsy.northstar@gmail.com

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

www.NorthStarNNY.com

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008
cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Pat Hill Community Building

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

4 Convenient Locations:

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
Copeland AYH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

NEED WATER?

Elizabeth Brewster House

WELLS • WATER CONDITIONING • PUMPS

Homer News

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

Business

607-749-2442

41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

Since 1968

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox
Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967

FREE Estimates and On-Site Review
Reasonable Rates • Prompt Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

info@oldehomerhouse.com

Card Ads are

a Gracious Village Setting

reasonably

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Priced and
an Effective
Way to

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm

Promote Your

44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

Business
email: wheeler814@yahoo.com

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
6QRZ3ORZLQJ
Pick Up & Delivery

607-344-3652
6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

%XIILQJ
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VOL

ISS

PUB DATE

11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11

11
12
13
14

11/19/2020
12/3/2020
12/17/2020
12/31/2020
1/14/2021
1/28/2021
2/11/2021
2/25/2021

15

16
17
18

DEADLINE

11/10/2020
11/24/2020
12/8/2020
12/22/2020
1/5/2021
1/19/2021
2/2/2021
2/16/2021

THEME: CARTOON
CHARACTERS
ACROSS
1. Brocadopa or Larodopa
6. They are often covert
9. Used for watering
13. Vexed
14. Took the bait
15. Spot for boutonnière
16. Old West pack animal
17. Big-headedness
18. Render harmless
19. *Bamm-Bamm’s dad
21. *Angelica, Tommy and Dil
23. Opposite of yang
24. Archipelago unit
25. Solemn pledge
28. Depletes
30. Works, as in a bakery
35. Kind of beige
37. Hammer or sickle
39. ____ firma
40. Lecherous look
41. Computer key
43. Lure for a dieter, on a package
44. Tropical smoothie flavor
46. Health club offering
47. Hourglass filler
48. Popular saint’s name
50. Pea ____, pl.
52. Limit, to some
53. Peace symbol
55. Like King George, 1760-1820
57. *Ill-tempered fourth-grader’s
last name
61. *Beast Boy and Starfire
64. Rossini’s offering
65. Lobe locale
67. Sure sign of fire
69. Pretend, two words
70. Number cruncher, acr.
71. Lusitania destroyer
72. Gave the boot
73. Pivotal
74. Santa Maria’s companion
DOWN
1. Party choice, abbr.
2. Clobber
3. Southern stew staple
4. *Stepbrothers’ bipedal platypus
5. Apollo Creed’s son
6. Toe the line
7. *Peppa’s or George’s last name
8. “The buck ____ here”
9. *King of the Hill
10. Milky-white gem
11. Dry as dust

Solution to
October 22
Puzzle

THE HOMER NEWS

R
FO E
L
A
S
Volume

4

FREE

New C4ARTs
C4ART
Ts Mural
Ts

FREE

THE HOMER NEWS

The Homer News was started in 2010 as a bi-weekly newspaper to serve the Town and Village of Homer. The circulation
has grown from 3000 copies to 4200 copies in the past 7
years.
There is now an opportunity for a new owner to build on the
established advertising base to provide a substantial income
while providing a valuable and appreciated service to the
readers in the area. Modest investment required. Current
owner will aid in the transition after the sale.
Reply your interest to: Editor, The Homer News, P.O. Box
125, Homer, NY 13077

The Homer News

12. Popular street-lining trees
15. Aglow
20. Related on mother’s side
22. Type
24. Carbon-12 or carbon-13
25. *The “brains” of Scooby-Doo’s group
26. Billy of ‘80s Billboard charts
27. Small songbirds
29. *Pinky Pie or Fluttershy
31. Unagi, pl.
32. A in A=ab, pl.
33. Did it to Kool-Aid
34. *Land mammal in Bikini Bottom
36. Give a pep talk
38. *Emmet Brickowski’s brick
42. Spokes of a wheel, e.g.
45. *Mr. Magoo or Mr. Burns, e.g.
49. Bygone bird of New Zealand
51. Opposite of ‘lies down’
54. Sweater style
56. More than one iamb
57. Float liquid
58. Mt. Everest to Earth
59. Network of nerves
60. Walked on
61. Cafeteria carrier
62. High part of day
63. 3-handed card game
66. *Magilla Gorilla, e.g.
68. Pilot’s announcement

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE
Lawn Mowing, Fall Cleanups, Gutter
Cleaning, Junk Removal, Pressure
Washing Houses & Decks, Driveway
Sealing, Cleanouts Houses & Barns,
Mulching, Topsoil, Gravel delivery,
Shrub trimming, much more. Fully
Insured, Reasonable Rates, Free
Estimates. 607/299-4676
12a20

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS
CP ROLL OFF Dumpsters. 20% off
with this ad. Commercial, Residential,
Construction Debris, Household trash,
Junk removal. Fully Insured. Reasonable
rates. www.CProlloffdumpsters.com.
607/299-4184
12a20
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Voting Scenes In Homer
Voter turnout in Homer was heavy on November 3rd. There were two polling
sites in Homer, one in the basement of Town Hall and one in the Community
Building behind the Fire Station.

Running unopposed, Patrick Clune and Edward Finkbeiner won re-election to five year terms on the Village Board. In future elections the terms
will be 4 year. The five year term puts them in sync with the other trustees and the mayor.

Town Hall

Community Building
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SECOND CHANCE
With apologies from
Stephanie Spina, we are
running the crossword puzzle again, with ALL of the
clues. Seems she left out
one of the clues on the last
puzzle she submitted.
That's OK, the editor
makes mistakes more often
than he would like to admit.
We hope you enjoy
the puzzle. We'll print the
answers in the next issue.
Test your Homer History.
And yes, you can "cheat"
and look up the answers or
ask someone knowledgeable about Homer's History.

