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Meet Homer's
Newest Patrolmen

The Village has hired 2 new partolmen, Tim Roodenburg and Charles Smiley.
Details on page 6
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Central New York
Living History
Center has
Re-Opened
Our hours have changed, but our
clean and spacious facility is here for
you!
Are you interested in walking through
history? The Central New York Living
History Center is the place for you!
Conveniently located at 4386 US
Route 11 between Cortland and Homer,
our three component museums offer
something for everyone. We like to
pride ourselves on Trucks, Trains and
Tractors, but there is so much more!
The Brockway Truck Museum is
devoted to the history and trucks that
were produced here in Cortland County
from 1875 until 1977. From furniture
and carriages to heavy diesel trucks,
the history of this local company put
this area on the map as Huskietown,
USA.
For the train enthusiasts, The
Homeville Museum will not disappoint. Model trains will take you back
to your childhood and the mockup
of the Lackawanna RR Engine 2107
will truly amaze you. Local history
and Military Memorabilia dating back
to the Civil War, from the Ken Eaton
Collection, round out this one of a kind
museum.
Lastly, the Big Red Barn on the
property, is the home of the Tractors
of Yesteryears Collection. This multicolored collection of vintage tractors
promises to be some of the most unique
tractors that you have ever seen. In
“Grandma’s Kitchen”, you will find
items that made up the heart of the
home in years past.
Intrigued? Come walk through history with us: Friday – Saturday, 10
AM - 5 PM and Sundays 1 - 5 PM;
last admission each day is at 4 PM.
Additional hours are available for
groups of 10 or more and are welcome
by appointment. A variety of Rental
Spaces are also available.
Social Distancing and Masks are
required during your visit. For more
information, please visit our website
www.cnylivinghistory.org or phone:
607-299-4185.

Around Town
Aging
The 2020 Brockway Truck
Agency
… A No-Show
Offering
ZOOM
Social Hours
The Cortland County Area Agency
on Aging is interested in offering Zoom
Social Hours to seniors who are no longer able to attend senior centers in their
areas, due to their closures at this time.
Currently, there is one Zoom Social
Hour scheduled weekly on Wednesdays
from 10-11am.
Other Zoom Social Hours can be
scheduled, based on interest in various
areas of the county.
AAA staff can assist anyone who
is unsure how to access Zoom, and if
someone does not have a computer or
smart phone, a dial-in option is available.
Please call 753-5060 if you would
like to be part of this social engagement
activity or have questions on how to
attend.

Due to the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic
and circumstances beyond our control,
The Brockway Truck Preservation
Association has canceled the 2020
Brockway Truck Show which had previously been scheduled for August 6 –
9, 2020 in Cortland, NY.
This annual event scheduled for the 2nd
weekend in August had originally been
canceled in mid-June. After an outpouring of support from both the Brockway
Members and the Community, we
looked to bring the Brockway’s Home
for a One-Day 20.5 Covid Short Show.
This event would have had a much different look than previous Brockway
events. The event would have been a
“Private Party” with Pre-Registrations
required. Local, state and federal guidelines of health screening, masks and
social distancing would have been followed.
After monitoring the current numbers, rate of spread, quarantined states
around us and the overwhelming desire
to keep our members, volunteers and
the community healthy and safe, the
decision was made “To Put a Mask”

on the 2020 Brockway Truck Show.
The decision to cancel the Show, was
a joint decision with the Executive
Boards of both the Brockway Truck
Preservation Association and the CNY
Living History Center.
The truck show committee is already
planning for the 21st Annual Brockway
Truck Show will be held August 12 –
15, 2021. We are looking forward to
seeing you there.
If you are missing the Brockway’s rolling through town, some of those rugged
trucks and their history are on display
in The Brockway Truck Museum, a
component of the CNY Living History
Center located at 4386 US Route 11,
Cortland, NY. Current operating hours
are Friday – Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00
pm; Sunday 1:00 – 5:00 pm, last admission each day is at 4:00 pm. Small
groups are welcome by appointment.
Temperature checks, masks and social
distancing is required. For more information, please visit us at: www.cnylivinhistory .org or phone 607-299-4185.

All AARP Smart
Driver Classes
Canceled
**For The Rest of 2020
due to COVID-19**
Classroom instruction to resume in
2021
ONLINE Class available at www.
aarpdriversafety.org

Benson Davis Insurance

Mahlon Irish's Brockway Fire Truck, originally a Homer Fire Dept. truck.

Contact us today for your building needs!

5RXWH+RPHr1<

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: August 18, 2020 for the August
27, 2020 issue.

Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC.
Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial
– Self-Storage – Commercial –
Reside al – Solid Core – Garages

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770
Like us on Facebook
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077

Big or small, we
tackle it all!

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

A gift subscription
to The Homer News
will help keep your
out-of-town friends
and relatives
informed. $36/year
for 1st Class Mail.
Call 749-2613
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Staying Cool and Saving Green
A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L. Seward
As we approach summer’s peak, there is no doubt that steamy weather and warmer
temperatures are here. With that, it is a great time to take steps that will help you
stay cool and keep energy bills in check. Many individuals and families are spending more time than usual indoors due to the COVID-19 pandemic and it is more
crucial than ever to deploy strategies to save energy and beat the heat.
The New York State Department of Health is a terrific resource and has a full list of
ideas to help combat extreme heat available online at https://www.health.ny.gov/
environmental/emergency/weather/hot/. The site includes links to a number of programs and other agencies including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) guidelines for exercising in the heat, the Home Energy Assistance Program
(HEAP) Cooling Assistance Benefit that offers help for low-income households,
and heat safety tips from the National Weather Service.
The New York Public Service Commission (PSC) and the New York State Energy
Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) have offered a number of
great tips over the years to help inform people about steps they can take to use
less electricity but still keep cool throughout the summer. By employing various
energy efficiency strategies, residential and business customers can control their
summer energy costs, protect the environment and assist the state in meeting peak
electricity demand.
Among the no-cost energy saving measures:
• Close drapes, windows and doors on your home's sunny side to reduce solar
heat buildup;
• Turn off air conditioners, lights and other appliances when not at home and
use a timer to turn on your air conditioner about a half-hour before arriving
home. Use advanced power strips to centrally “turn off” all appliances and save
energy;
• If purchasing an air conditioner, look for an ENERGY STAR qualified model.
ENERGY STAR air conditioners use up to 25 percent less energy than a standard model;
• Fans can make rooms feel five to 10 degrees cooler and use 80 percent less
energy than air conditioners;
• Place your air conditioner in a central window, rather than a corner window,
to allow for better air movement;
• Consider placing the unit on the north, east or the best-shaded side of your
home. Your air conditioner will have to work harder and use more energy if it
is exposed to direct sunlight;
• Clean the cooling and condenser fans plus the coils to keep your air conditioner operating efficiently and check the filter every month and replace as needed;
• Use appliances such as washing machines, dryers, dishwashers and ovens
early in the morning or late at night. This will also help reduce humidity and

NEW LOCATION
84 Cortland St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQ+RPHrQH[WWRWKH+RPHU(/.6&OXE
(YHQLQJDQG WHHNHQG+RXUV
&rHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[ $FFRXQW&DUGV $FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
84 Cortland St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
Hannah Gallagher, PT, DPT
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KrHQ+H\Hr, PT'3T)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
&RUWODQG6W QH[WWR(/.6 +RPHr, NYZZZKH\HUSWFRP

Sold on Cortland County!

heat in the home;
• Microwave food when possible. Microwaves use approximately 50 percent
less energy than conventional ovens.
NYSERDA also offers a range of residential programs to help make energy efficient upgrades in homes – good for summer and winter. NYSERDA works with
certified contractors who can give your home a full energy assessment. You
receive a detailed list of recommended improvements that can include everything
from added insulation and energy efficient lighting to a high-efficiency heating
system and ENERGY STAR® certified appliances.
There are programs to assist businesses and non-profits. For example, Green Jobs
Green New York Energy Studies will identify and analyze opportunities to make
buildings more efficient, which lowers associated energy costs. Small businesses
with 100 or fewer full-time equivalent employees or not-for-profit organizations of
any size are eligible for this cost-share program.
Another NYSERDA program of note helps farmers save on their energy bills.
NYSERDA offers technical assistance to identify energy efficiency measures for
eligible farms and on-farm producers, including but not limited to: dairies, orchards,
greenhouses, vegetables, vineyards, grain dryers, and poultry/egg. NYSERDA will
assign Flexible Technical Assistance (FlexTech) Program Consultants to perform
energy audits for eligible farms.
Additional information regarding all of NYSERDA’s programs, many of which are
free, is available online at https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

Man’s Best Friend as Reported in the Newspapers
(Before Used for Paper Training)
The recent razing of the long-standing Homer Animal Clinic on West Road in the
village caused this writer to wax nostalgic and prompted the following article.
A dog is said to be “man’s best friend.” Let’s see if that adage holds true
upon examining some excerpts from past local newspapers and a few other sources.
What do dogs have in common with lawyers, imported liquors, and bars in
the year of the nation’s centennial? The answer is revealed in an 1876 issue (month
& day indecipherable) of The Cortland County Republican newspaper:
“Hadn’t we better cut off some of our useless expenditures before we
scold about the hard times? It costs $70,000,000 per annum, to keep dogs in this
country; lawyers’ fees for litigation cost $35,000,000; importation of liquors costs
$50,000,000, and the support of grog shops [bars], three times the last sum.”
[Source of statistics was not given.]
Next, we come across a case of mistaken identity reported in The Cortland
County Republican on September 22, 1876:
“A four-year-old boy, …[in] Vermont, was lost in the woods last week, and
had a play spell with two “dogs.” They came up to him as he sat on the grass in an
open glade and smell[ed] of him. He patted them on their heads … and they then
walked away into the forest.” Their footprints disclosed that they were not “dogs”
the boy had told about encountering. They were black bears.
Apparently, not all breeds of dogs are herders; some have “prey drive”
and kill.
The Cortland County Republican of April 6, 1877, contained a report of
damage done to sheep in the nearby Town of Truxton by dogs. The report listed the
names of eight individuals assessed a fine for the damage done. The fines ranged
between 3 and 20 dollars.
Vaccinating dogs is very effective in preventing the spread of rabies to
humans. The first rabies vaccine was introduced in 1885, and an improved version
did not come along until 1908. Thus, the following remedy was urged to readers
of The Cortland County Republican on April 13, 1877, under “Local Matters”:
“Almost every paper contains accounts of deaths from hydrophobia
[rabies]. Better clean out the dogs.”
Pet dogs are invariably listed as “lost” in local papers, even back on May
11, 1877, in The Cortland County Republican:
“Local Notices: LOST DOG. On Friday, April 27, in this village, A
BLACK SHEPHERD DOG, Red spots over eyes, red legs, answers to name of
‘JIP.’ Finder will be liberally rewarded by bringing to this [newspaper]office.”
[Hope the finder did not experience the owner living up to the dog’s name.]
Did you know that New York State was the first state to legally require a
dog to be licensed? New York around the turn of the 20th century was rife with
wild dogs, the result of an unchecked population. To help curb the dog growth, the
state passed the first animal control ordinance in the United States. On March 8,
in 1894, New York announced that dog owners were required to obtain a yearly
permit for ownership, at the cost of 2 dollars (about $50 in today’s money). The
ASPCA was entrusted with enforcing the new statute.
The village seems to have been going to the dogs as of February 6, 1919,
in the Homer Republican:
“Police Officer Carson has been instructed by the village board of trustees
to seize all unlicensed dogs found in Homer village and see that they are killed.
Persons owning or harboring such dogs are violating the state dog law and are liable to arrest and fine as well as the loss of their dogs, and they must secure licenses
for those animals or take the consequences. Dogs have become a great nuisance in
Homer and the action of the village trustees is fully justified and it is hoped that it
will speedily result in lessening the number of these worthless animals which have
been roaming the village streets. Strict enforcement of the board’s directions will
surely accomplish this end and officer Carson will see to it that unlicensed dogs
are quickly disposed of.”
Here are two more notices about licensing dogs in Homer:
Cortland Standard, February 9, 1955:
“Feb. 10, Thursday, is the deadline for obtaining dog licenses. After this
date delinquency lists will be made out. To date, there are 300 out of a possible
780 dogs licensed.”
Cortland Standard, February 28, 1964:
On this date, it was announced twenty-four Homer dog owners had failed
to obtain the legally required dog license. Names had been filed by the Town Clerk.
Justice R. Curtis Harris said he would issue summonses next week for all who had
not taken care of the matter. The law provided for the confiscation and disposal of
dogs not licensed. The penalty was $10 for the failure to license a dog. Additional
costs could be imposed: court costs, costs of the constable’s service for serving
summonses, and the cost for retrieving an impounded dog. Harris said that some
costs could be lessened by the owner coming in and obtaining a license before the
return date on the summons.
Must be there were too many dogs in the village as of March 3, 1971.
Carefully read the following from the Cortland Standard of that date. Villagers
were seemingly putting dogs out to the curb for pick-up, along with their garbage,
but not confining the dogs in “tightly covered containers.” Is that how you read
this?

Homer Animal Clinic just prior to its demolition

“Police Chief Thomas Davis has received numerous complaints concerning dogs tearing open garbage containers when they are put out at the curb for
weekly pick-up. He suggests that owners confine the dogs until after pick- up time
in the area and if possible residents should use tightly covered containers.”
Of course, if a canine is truly “man’s best friend,” then that canine deserves
quality health care. This is where professionals come in. However, it wasn’t until
Dr. James Law began teaching at Cornell University in Ithaca in the mid-19th
century that veterinary medicine became a topic of study in the United States.
He was the first professor to introduce veterinary medicine to American students.
Following Law’s introduction, practitioners in the U.S. established The American
Veterinary Medical Association in 1863. Still, paid veterinarians were rare in
American until after World War II. Before this time, most household pets were not
given proper medical attention.
Today, with 62% of American households owning a pet, it is no secret that
veterinarians are in high demand. Veterinary care accounted for $14.37 billion of
the total amount of money spent on pet care in 2013, so investing in an experienced
vet is a must for the overall health and safety of our furry friends.
Homer has been blessed with outstanding veterinarians. In the 20th century,
two readily come to mind. Doctor Carleton Potter had a general veterinary practice
from 1943 to 2008. “Doc’s” large animal veterinary practice took him to dairy
farms across Cortland County and neighboring counties until the 1980s. He continued his small animal practice from his home on South Main Street in Homer for
another 20 years. His highly respected practice overlapped that of Doctor William
Cadwallader.
From 1967 to 2005 Bill and Jean Cadwallader operated the Homer Animal
Clinic located on West Road, adding the Tully Animal Clinic in 1985. Bill was a
remarkably skilled veterinarian, surgeon and diagnostician. He always took time
to educate his clients, especially children. Many years ago, he allowed this writer’s
children to be present at the autopsy of a pet turtle that had died suddenly.
The Cortland Standard for August 10, 1973, reported that Dr. Cadwallader
was…
“talking to some of the children who attended the pet clinic held yesterday
in Homer at the elementary school. Cadwallader spoke on the care and grooming
of pets and how to take care of young animals including puppies, kittens, and
rabbits. He also distributed literature to the youngsters and explained the recommended diet for pets, the shots which are needed, first aid measures to deal with
minor injuries, what to do in case of a major accident involving a pet, and the
general health of various pets.”
At the time of his retirement, “Bill” said he always wondered whose pet
would be the last on whom he would perform surgery. As it turned out, it was a
cocker spaniel belonging to the family of this writer. Dr. Cadwallader proved himself to be the “best friend” to “man’s best friend.”
Realistically however, no matter how well behaved a dog can be, there is
no way of telling what can happen on a veterinary exam table. Statistically speaking, more than half of all vets will get seriously injured in their line of work. This
is according to “Fun Facts about Veterinarians” (found at https://www.dentalplanet.
com/blog/dental-news), though it is unclear how this fact can be “fun” for those
vets who care for a ferocious Fido. Nevertheless, it points up the risks we will
go to in maintaining companion canines. What is usually given in return is called
love, and it is usually of the unconditional variety, as Priscilla Berggren-Thomas,
Phillips Free Library Director, can attest to and does so well in a contemporary
news column.
Incidentally, the name of Fido was made popular, according to the
American Kennel Club, because Abraham Lincoln had a friendly yellow lab mix
of that name. Lincoln did not take Fido to the White House. The pet remained in
Springfield in the care of a friend. Ironically, Fido met a similar fate as his master. A year after Lincoln’s assassination, Fido, with dirty paws, jumped up on an
inebriated Civil War veteran (Company G, 114th Illinois Infantry Regiment, from
1862-1865) sitting on a curb. In a drunken rage, the man knifed the dog. The dog’s
body was found about a month afterwards where he had lain down to die behind
the chimney of the old Universalist church. The first presidential dog to be photographed and assassinated was reported by the press, and thus the canine name of
Fido was catapulted into popularity. [See Matthew Algeo, Abe & Fido: Lincoln’s
Love of Animals and the Touching Story of His Favorite Canine Companion,
Chicago Review Press, 2015.]

Fido the Dog
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New Police Patrolmen
Homer Police Chief Robert Pitman is pleased to announce the hiring of two
new patrolmen for the village police department.
Charles Smiley and Tim Roodenburg were recently hired and Officer Smiley
has completed his "on job" training. Officer Roodenburg is currently doing his "on
job" training.

Charles Smiley

Charles Smiley grew up in the
Dryden area and graduated from
Dryden High School.
"I’ve always had an interest in
becoming a police officer so I

Chief Pitman noted, "Both of these young men paid for their education at Police
Academies, and by doing so they have saved the Village of Homer the expense
of paying their salaries while they were in the Police Academy. This is a significant savings to the taxpayers of the Village."

enrolled in Alfred State Police
Academy where I graduated with
Class #1 in 2019."
After graduation he began doing the
ride-alongs with the Homer Police
after talking with Chief Pitman.
Charles rode with Officer Forbes,
who really had everything good to
say about the department and the
community.
"He told me I would fit right in for
the village. I also rode with Officer
Tim Roodenburg
Huff, who informed me that the village is a great place to work. I was
Tim Roodenburg was born in New
really grateful for this opportunity Jersey and moved to DeRuyter at a
and I really look forward to serving young age with his parents.
He graduated DeRuyter high school
the village."

Culvert Replacement on
Pine Street

and afterwards went to BOCES Adult

Education Program where he became
a certified electrician. Tim worked for
various electricians but always had an
interest in law enforcement, especially
growing up around his grandfather and
uncle who were both Police Officers in
New Jersey.
Last September he attended the
Cazenovia College Police Academy and
graduated in June of this year.
While attending the police academy
Tim met Officer Forbes, who suggested
that he come to Homer and do some
ride-alongs with some officers.
Tim found that the village is a great
place with very friendly people. He is
extremely happy to be working for the
Village of Homer. "It really does feel
like home."

Village Board Meeting August 11
At the Village Board meeting on August 11 the Board discussed several
items.
Progress is being made on the acquisition of properties on South Main
Street for the linear park project. Village Attorney Dante Armideo will
be reviewing the survey maps before the final documents are signed by
Mayor McCabe.
TheMayor and Deputy Mayor Clune and Village Clerk Dan Egnor
met with representatives of NYSEG and DDS, the contractor hired by
NYSEG, to discuss resident's complaints about restoration work being
done after replacement of the natural gas mains.
NYSEG and DDS emphasized that they will work to see that all complaints are resolved.
One common concern has been that there are a lot of weeds in the
lawns that were replaced. NYSEG/DDS stated that much of the problem
was that the extremely dry summer allowed the weeds to grow faster
than the grass seed.
They recommend: MOW the lawn and the weeds FREQUENTLY
and WATER if it is extremely dry. Mowing will help keep the weeds
from crowding out the grass. The weeds are primarily annuals, which
means that they likely won't return next year.
Intern Andrew Fagerheim has created a program that the Village
Office staff will use to "track" the complaints that are reported to the
office.

Village Streets & Parks employees are shown replacing a culvert pipe
at the intersection of Pine Street and River Street last week. They are also
replacing a culvert pipe that crosses River Street at the same intersection.
Earlier they replaced a pipe crossing River Street south of the Pine Street
intersection.
This work is part of an ongoing program to maintain the streets in the
Village. It is expected that DDS, the contractor for New York State Electric
and Gas will replace the gas main on River Street, after which time the
Village will resurface the length of River St.
Traffic on Pine Street has been interrupted during the construction to
ensure the safety of the employees as they perform the work.

Andrew has also created a database of all of the Village's equipment,
vehicles, fire hydrants, streets, signs to use to track maintenance of them.
From his description, it is a very impressive program, and it should
make it much easier for the Village to plan for repair, replacement or
upgrading of the village's assets and equipment.
Fire Chief Mahlon Irish discussed the attempts to sell the pumper
truck that was taken out of service earlier this year when the Village
took delivery of its newest pumper. The truck had been advertised for
sale for $55,000 but got no takers. The Board authorized Irish to advertise the truck with Auctions International, a firm the the village has used
in the past with much success.
Recreation Director Zack Pollak updated the Board on progress with
the recreation programs. Cheerleading (limited and modified) is one of
the programs starting soon. Check with RECDESK on the Village website homerny.org for more details.
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Law Officers Feted at Family Picnic
Law officers from several agencies in Cortland County and their families were treated to a chicken barbecue picnic at EZ Acres farm on the West Scott Road. An
annual event for the past few years hosted by the McMahons and several other businesses, it was also an opportunity to honor Thomas Huttleston for 50 years
working in law enforcement. Tom has worked for the Cortland County Sheriff's Department, the Homer Police Department, and the Groton Police Department. He
was presented a plaque and a flag by Homer Police Chief Robert Pitman.
Other participating hosts were: Byrne Dairy, Contento's Demoition, Upstream Construction, Cortlandville Masonic Lodge, East River Dairy, First National bank of
Dryden, Pomeroy, Armstrong & Casullo and Midstate Veterinary Service.

Mike McMahon looks on as Robert Churchill (Groton P.D. and C. C. Sheriff's Dept.), Bob Pitman, (Homer Police) and Mark Helms (C.C. Sheriff) present Tom
Huttleston with a plaque and a flag.

Plaque presented to Tom Huttleston

Young girl making friends with 20 year old miniature horse "Scout", owned by Monica Willsey
of Homer. Monica brought 2 miniature horses to the picnic

Annette McMahon (Pete McMahon's wife) and Edie McMahon, (Mike
McMahon's wife) who were very instrumental in getting all of the
details for the picnic taken care of.

Homer Police Chief Bob Pitman and Patrolman Charles Smiley having a fun conversation
with some of the families at the picnic.
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Cortland Rotary
Breakfast Club

Eagle Sponsors
Amy A. Winters, CPA, PLLC
Cortland Police Benevolent
Association
Homer Men’s & Boy’s
Jim Hopkins - Edward Jones, Homer
Joseph H. During Jr., CPA
LD Truck & Equipment Repair
Matthew Banazek, CPA
Pomeroy, Armstrong & Casullo LLP
Van Parys Associates,
Insurance, Bonding

30th Annual
Charity Golf
Tournament
and
Other Local Charities
Elm Tree Golf Course
Wednesday, September 2, 2020

9:00 A.M. Shotgun Start

Register Now
Please make checks payable to:

Cortland Rotary
Breakfast Club
Complete Construction Concepts
137 S. Main St. - Homer, NY 13077
Questions:

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

Address

Phone

E-Mail

2.
3.
4.

Yaman Real Estate
- Steve Cinquanti QualiGraphics/
The Homer News

The Cortland Rotary Breakfast Club
Proudly Supports:
• Sr. Citizens Spring Clean-Up
• Cortland Interact Club
• Rotary Youth Leadership

tate
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The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
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dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.
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News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
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• Christmas Food Baskets
• Cortland Pumpkinfest
• Exchange Students
• Group Study Exchange
• Polio Plus
• Emergency Sevices projects
• Ride for Rotary

The Cortland Rotary Breakfast Club
is proud to sponsor the
30th Annual Charity Golf Tournament.
The Club is the major funding source for
City of Cortland Police Department. In
2019 we donated $4,000 to the McGruff
Education Programs. Since the inception
of the Golf Tournament we have donated
more than $ 128,000 to the Cortland

Team Captain

S

Wright-Beard Funeral Home

... and numerous other local and international projects

Send to: Don Richards

City

Wells Fargo Advisors - Andy Polley
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Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Anita
Jebbett, Harry Coleman, Dennis Stratton

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat,
Phillips Free Library, Homer Men and Boys,
Olde Homer House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden
- Homer & Cortlandville Offices, Homer Town
Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins, Anderson’s Farm
Market, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In,
Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s
Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve & Lu's
Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts,.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

Zip
from our generosity, which is made
possible by YOUR generosity.
Thank you for participating in our
Tournament. We hope you
have a great day.
If you are not a member of a Rotary Club,
we encourage you to contact a member
of our club or any Club near where you
live or work and
consider becoming a member.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer
News will be August 27, 2020.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is August 18, 2020.
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New Name.
Same Team.

www.hometoheritage.com
607-428-0708
7 James St. | Homer, NY
36 West Main St. | Dryden, NY

News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
When All Else Fails, Try Hiding
in a Good Book
Lately, it feels like most of my time
goes to fixing problems, or at least trying to. I doubt I’m alone in feeling this
way. There’s the usual issues of days
spent on the phone to AT&T, Verizon,
Amazon, the bank dealing with technology that doesn’t work, errors in bill
payments, and squirrely problems that
no one seems to know how to correct.
Oh, and Covid. Doing anything in the
time of Covid takes more time, extra
steps, and definitely more worry. I’ve
read, multiple times in multiple places,
that an attitude of gratitude brings good
things into a life and negativity brings
negative things into life. Yet, despite
that fact, I’m not likely to take up
positive thinking any time soon. Karma
might have come to reside in my house,
but she and I are going to duke it out to
the bitter end.
Still, I’m trying to remind myself
to breath, to lift up my head and look
at the world around me, to remember
what matters. If that doesn’t work,
there’s always losing myself in a good
book. Or maybe finding myself there.
Here at the library, we are gearing up
for fall programs, which means reading
a lot of books to decide what to use in
book clubs, story times, and discussion groups. This year, fall programs
will all be online, held via Zoom. They
will include monthly story and activity
times for toddlers and K-2nd graders,
book clubs for 2nd-3rd graders, 4th-5th
graders, Jr. High and Sr. High students,
as well as our family book club and
Courageous Conversations – a new
intergenerational book discussion on
important and difficult topics. Youth
who participate in book clubs receive a
free copy of each month’s book, which
are provided through a grant from the
Bernard Carl and Shirley Rosen Library
Fund of the Community Foundation
of Tompkins County. Check out the
website to register for these programs.
Space is limited so register early.
We are kicking off our Courageous
Conversations with a book discussion
of Stamped: Racism, Anti-Racism, and
You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X.
Kendi. This discussion is open to Jr.
High students through adults. Youth
who register will receive a free copy of
the book (only one book per family).
Interested adults will need to obtain
their own copy of the book. Registration
begins on Aug. 14th and is online. Please
follow the link on the library website or
Facebook page to register. The discussion will be held in two parts, with the
discussion of the first half of the book
on Sept. 21st and the discussion for the
second half of the book on Oct. 5th.

ies of the book are provided to youth
who register (one per family, please.)
Participating adults will need to obtain
their own copy of the book. We will
meet via zoom to discuss the first part
of the book on Monday, Sept. 21st at
Check the library website and
6:30 pm, with the second meeting held
Facebook page for details about upcomon Monday, Oct. 5th at 6:30 pm.
ing fall programs and links for registration.

Zine

Youth writers in 4th through 12th
grades are invited to help create and
produce Tomfoolery, a quarterly publiPlease be aware that all program- cation of poems, stories, and art. The
ming is online. We will not have
group meets via Zoom on the first
programming in the library for the Wednesday of each month at 4 pm. The
first meeting of the fall will be held on
foreseeable future.
Wednesday, Sept. 2nd. We’ll be working
on the Winter issue, so come with frosty
Library Hours
The library is currently open Mondays ideas filled with snow and ice! Register
from 11-7 pm, Wednesdays from 10-6 by emailing office@phillipsfreelibrary.
th
pm, and Fridays from 10-6 pm, no org by August 28 .
appointment necessary except for the
use of computers. Please be aware that Empire Pass
we still need to be monitoring/limiting
The library has an Empire Pass for
the total number of people allowed in admission into NYS Parks available for
the building at a time. Masks must be loan. Don’t miss your chance to check
worn. Enter through the side door and out the pass for a week. Call the library
report to the main desk for directions.

What’s New at the Library?

Todder Story Time

to reserve. Please be aware that the pass
may already be checked out when you
call.
Ebooks, and Downloadable Audio, Oh
my!
Ematerials are still available. To get
started go to your app store and download Libby by Overdrive to your device.
After you download the app you will
need to answer a few questions including name of your library, Phillips Free
Library, and your library card and pin
numbers. After that you should be all
set to download books!

Having difficulties downloading?
Give us a shout out.
If you are having difficulty downloading materials, email us at circulation@
phillipsfreelibrary.org. We’ll be in touch
to help you get reading free downloadable library materials soon.

Facebook
Keep in contact with us through our
Facebook page. You can find the links
on our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .

This year our monthly Zoom story time
for toddlers will be the 1st Wednesday
of the month at 10:30 am. This program of stories, songs, and fingerplays
will start on Wednesday, September 2nd.
Contact office@phillipsfreelibrary.org
by Tuesday, Sept. 1st at noon to register
and be sent the link to the zoom event.

THE HOMER NEWS

Book Clubs

Of course, we all know that
nothing is FREE. Someone
must pay. Please thank our
loyal advertisers, for they
pay so you can get it FREE!!!

Thanks to a grant from the Rosen
Fund we are once again able to offer
books for youth. This year all books
clubs are being held online as zoom
meetings. Clubs meet monthly from
October through May to discuss a new
book each month. There’s a 2-3rd grade
club, a 4-5th grade club, a Jr. High club,
a Sr. High club, and a Family book club
for children ages 4-8 (the whole family
can participate, as long as one child is
in this age range.) Youth participants
receive a free copy of each month’s
book. Registration is online by following the link from the library website.
The deadline to register by is August
28th.

is brought to you

FREE

Bob Pascal

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Courageous Conversations Book
Discussion
Also funded by the Bernard Carl
and Shirley Rosen Library Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins
County, we are offering an intergenerational book discussion for Jr. High age
students through adults to discuss books
on timely and difficult topics. Our first
discussion will be on the book Stamped:
Racism, Anti-racism, and You by Jason
Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi. Register
online by August 28th by following the
link from the library website. Free cop-

10b20

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Gail’s Antiques
& Collectibles
has returned to Homer

1 North Main St.
Wed - Fri. 10-6DW0-2
NOW OPEN

Please Stop by

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

1634 State Street
Watertown, NY 13601

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

Cell: (607) 591-0691
Office: (315) 777-4365

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Mary B. Gray

Email: Betsy.northstar@gmail.com

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

www.NorthStarNNY.com

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291

Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008

Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

Historic Homer
Tours

KMA’S ROOFING
DEMOLITION & HAUL AWAY
We Clean Out Barns - Basements - Attics
Mobile Homes - Unwanted Buildings
Cars - Trucks - Machinery
Appliances - Tires

rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT

Insured

KEVIN M. AMIDON
MATTHEW ELVIS AMIDON
MAXWELL CRAW AMIDON

by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 7 pm

Open
Year ‘Round

/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
Copeland AYH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

www.andersonsmkt.com

607-749-8720

Leave Message

I’ll Haul It All For A Fair Price

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

Sun. 10:30 am - 5 pm

4 Convenient Locations:

Roofing - Carpentry
Replacement Windows
Docks - Retaining Walls
Rooftops - Snow & Ice Removal

5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

607

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

607.756.4307

Peaches - Sweet Corn - Tomatoes
and all of our usual “Good Stuff”

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

NEED WATER?

Elizabeth Brewster House

WELLS • WATER CONDITIONING • PUMPS

Homer News
Business
Since 1968

FREE Estimates and On-Site Review
Reasonable Rates • Prompt Service

607-218-8744
AmberWellDrilling.com

Card Ads are
reasonably
Priced and
an Effective
Way to
Promote Your
Business

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox
Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967
info@oldehomerhouse.com

- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077
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Publication Schedule

VOL

ISS

11
11
11
11
11

5
6
7
8
9

PUB DATE

8/27/2020
9/10/2020

9/24/2019
10/8/2020
10/22/2020

DEADLINE

8/18/2020
9/1/2020
9/15/2020
9/29/2020
10/13/2020

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
6QRZ3ORZLQJ

%XIILQJ

Pick Up & Delivery

607-344-3652
6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

THEME: BACK TO SCHOOL
ACROSS
1. *Egg-like curve in math
class
5. a.k.a. stand-up paddleboard
8. Not in good health
11. Flick part
12. *Roll ____
13. Aerosol can emanation
15. On the mountain peak,
e.g.
16. Arm bone
17. Grind down
18. *Proud jacket owner
20. Trident part
21. “Walking ____ ____”
22. Blazer or Explorer
23. Unit of money in
Norway, pl.
26. Semiconductor additives
30. Farm layer
31. Agave alcoholic drink
34. Amos or Spelling
35. Analyze
37. Geisha’s sash
38. South Korean metropolis
39. Capital of Ukraine
40. T.S. Eliot’s “Old ____’s
Book of Practical Cats”
42. Get firm
43. Temporary
45. Table linens
47. Where bugs are snug?
48. Nostradamus and such
50. Type of rich soil
52. *Where one graduated
56. Boatload
57. *Chemistry classrooms
58. Lake in Scotland
59. Arabian chieftain
60. Corset rod
61. Encore!
62. Former Chinese leader
63. “____ the ramparts...”
64. Arctic jaeger
DOWN
1. *Type of spoken test
2. *Class president candidate wants it
3. Loads, two words
4. Greek money
5. Game ragout
6. Of #16 Across
7. Architect’s drawing
8. Used to eliminate wrinkles
9. Serve soup, e.g.

email: wheeler814@yahoo.com

Chain Saw Center
Small Engine Sales and Service
1409 East River Road - Cortland, NY

607-756-5677
M-F 8:30 - 6:00
Sat. 8:00 - 1:00
Lawn Mower Pick-up and Delivery Available - Call for details

10. Sodium solution
12. Arrow poison
13. Establish, two words
14. *As opposed to public
19. Hostile force
22. “La” precursor
23. Shade of Dockers
24. Pine juice
25. Beginning of illness
26. *Valedictorian’s spot
27. Gallows’ rope
28. Comparative form of “true”
29. Muddy or sandy
32. *2020 classroom venue?
33. NCIS network
36. *GPA, technically
38. Ingratiating behavior
40. George Orwell’s Napoleon
41. On pins and needles
44. Grapevine news
46. Part of Old Testament
48. *Olden day notebook
49. Imprison
50. Dharma teacher
51. Three-layer cookie
52. “The Sun ____ Rises”
53. Pippin’s last name, “The Hobbit”
54. Boring hue?
55. Actress Perlman
56. Eric Stonestreet on “Modern
Family”

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
July 30
Puzzle

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE –
www.ShanesHandymanServiceCNY.
com – Lawn Mowing, Junk Removal,
Mulching, Cleanouts Houses &
Barns, Pressure Washing Houses
& Decks, Driveway Sealing, Gutter
Cleaning, Trimming Shrubs, much
more. Fully Insured, Reasonable
8a20
Rates, 607-299-4676

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS
CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS www.CPRolloffDumpsters.com.
13
Yard
dumpsters
available.
Commercial – Residential cleanouts.
Junk Removal. Construction Debris.
Insured. Reasonable Rates. Owner
Shane Keep. 607-299-4184
8a20
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These photos are a couple of examples of what makes Homer a nice place to
live.
Residents take pride in their property, and it shows.
If you want to nominate someone's beautification efforts (or your own), email to:
editor@thehomernews.com.
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