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Understanding
Alzheimer’s
and Dementia
Thursday, 9/10/20 from 2
p.m. to 3 p.m.

Around Town
From the Archives....

Please join us for this free
event hosted by the Cortland
County Area Agency on
Aging’s Caregiver Resource
Center.
This program covers the basics
of Alzheimer’s and dementia, explores the relationship
between Alzheimer’s disease
and dementia, examines what
happens in a brain affected by
Alzheimer’s, details the risk factors for and three general stages
of the disease, identifies FDAapproved treatments available
to treat some symptoms, looks
ahead to what’s on the horizon for Alzheimer’s research,
and offers helpful Alzheimer’s
Association resources.
Call (315)472-4201 x227 to
register. * Please note this
Program held virtually by
the Alzheimer’s Association,
Central New York Chapter,
when you register you will be
given instruction and sent an
email on how to join.

All AARP Smart
Driver Classes
Canceled
**For The Rest of 2020
due to COVID-19**
Classroom instruction to resume in
2021
ONLINE Class available at www.
aarpdriversafety.org

Benson Davis Insurance

Contact us today for your building needs!

5RXWH+RPHr1<

EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: September 1, 2020 for the
September 10, 2020 issue.

Complete Construc on Concepts, LLC.
Agricultural – Equestrian – Industrial
– Self-Storage – Commercial –
Reside al – Solid Core – Garages

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

CALL US TODAY! (607) 749-7770
Like us on Facebook
137 South Main Street, Homer NY 13077

Big or small, we
tackle it all!

Homer News Ads Get Noticed

A gift subscription
to The Homer News
will help keep your
out-of-town friends
and relatives
informed. $36/year
for 1st Class Mail.
Call 749-2613
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Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Sold on Cortland County!

Habitat For Humanity
Habitat monthly, and automatically, to
help sustain our mission? With onetime setup, you can create a recurring
gift on a monthly or quarterly basis.

We've had a quiet month of August
but we're ramping up to get back to
building!
If you're interested in volunteering
in Trumansburg, we'll soon be doing
exterior work to spruce up one of our
homes including pressure washing,
new driveway stone, mulch, planting
and more. We'll also be doing a bit of
interior work, focusing on touch-up
repairs and painting.
If you'd be interested in helping out
in Trumansburg, please contact Liz
at volunteer@tchabitat.com for more
information about dates and times.
And... we'll be back at Slaterville
Road in September, too! Stay tuned
for our official work schedule and
reminders about how to register to
volunteer and keep our job site safe.
We're looking forward to getting back
to work at 1930 and 1932 Slaterville
Road, there's lots to be done!

Monthly gifts keep us strong!

Recurring donations help us better
anticipate our cash flow, and with
regular, reliable support, we can better plan for future construction and
growth. Visit www.tchabitat.com/support to learn more or to set up your gift
(just click the green "donate" button).
Contact Shannon at shannon@tchabitat.com with questions, or to create a
direct ACH transfer from your checking or savings account. "Set it and
forget it" with one-time setup for the
dollar amount and frequency of your
choice!
Cookie lovers... our 9th annual Cookie
Walk cannot be stopped! Although
this year's "walk" will look more like a
drive (drive up/drive thru style), we're
looking forward to presenting you with
a delicious event filled with holiday
spirit this December.

Cookies Anyone?

Help us build financial strength and
stability by becoming a monthly
donor!

Cookie bakers... preliminary plans are
in the works for this year's Cookie
Walk. Please keep us on your holiday

Did you know that you can donate to

110 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN

NEW LOCATION
84 Cortland St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQ+RPHrQH[WWRWKH+RPHU(/.6&OXE
(YHQLQJDQG WHHNHQG+RXUV
&rHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[ $FFRXQW&DUGV $FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
84 Cortland St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Mark Williams, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
Hannah Gallagher, PT, DPT
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike
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baking list! In the coming weeks, we'll
be reaching out to past Cookie Walk
bakers with details about this year's
event. We aim to present as impressive
of an assortment of cookies as ever!
Please help us make our 9th annual
Cookie Walk as special as possible by
continuing to share your delicious confections with us.
More details to come! Contact
Shannon at shannon@tchabitat.com
with any questions

Pray With Us
As we join Habitat for Humanity partners around the world, let our daily
prayers be for a world where everyone
has a decent place to live. Our fervent
prayer is that everyone will flourish in
a community of hope.
Thinking globally, we pray for the
deepening crisis in Nicaragua, which
was already suffering politically and

economically and now is burdened
by COVID-19. Pray that the government would focus on the needs of the
people. Pray that they make decisions
that would reflect the common good,
especially protecting those who care
for the sick. Pray that Nicaragua’s
people, at this time of uncertainty,
would know God’s presence and have
courage to face the future together.
The number of people in Nicaragua
living on less than $1.76 a day has
reached 2.4 million and is growing.
Give thanks for the commitment of
the Habitat team and pray that they
and their families are protected as
they seek to serve those living in
poverty.
Paraphrasing Isaiah 40:31: Those
who trust in the Lord will renew their
strength; they will fly like eagles and
will not tire.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian
We are revisiting a column written by Martin Sweeney that appeared in the October
22, 2015 issue of The Homer News. Why? you may ask.
Well, the editor went searching for the most recent article that Martin sent, and
could only find the one that ran in the August 13, 2020 issue. What happened?
I really don't know. Maybe Martin is "On Strike" for more pay. I'd double what I
pay him, but 2 times nothing is still nothing.
Most likely a computer gremlin has been messing with my email. It happens quite
frequently. In any case, I hope you enjoy a reprise of the column from the past. Ed.

The Great Cortland Rotary Hijinks of 1921
Because of the enthusiastic response to
the installments recently appearing here
about the driving of the Ku Klux Klan out
of Cortland County in 1924 by District
Attorney Albert Haskell, Jr., allow me to
share with you another story about Haskell.
This, too, involves the Klan but almost
two and a half years before the courtroom
drama. This involved a well-staged series
of dramatic stunts that reveals another side
to the character of the 30 year old Haskell
and something about the times in which he
lived. This account was researched from
news clippings, copies of letters, and “The
Klan Episode” written in longhand by Albert
Haskell – all found in a scrapbook that the
man had created and his descendants have
kept.

Let me take you back in time…
back to Cortland in 1921…a mere
two years after the Cortland Rotary
Club was founded. Step into the
beginning of the era known now
as the “Roaring Twenties.” Can
you hear the Charleston and Black
Bottom dance music? Can you see
the young women in their straightline chemises and close-fitting
cloche hats over bobbed hair? Note
how the men are giving up creased
pants and ties and sporting colorful suits and patterned socks. But
no fashionable male would dare
leave his house without wearing a
fedora, especially when going off to
a Rotary Club meeting.
Imagine, if you would, that you
are one of those early Rotarians.
It is the evening of September
28, 1921. Rotary is exclusively a
male membership at this time. You
have been instructed to report to
Rotary President Tyler’s dry cleaning establishment on Court Street
in Cortland by 6:15 PM. As directed, you show up in old, worn-out
clothes. Stiff collars are barred.
You gain entry upon giving the
password: “Kalzuka.”
Shortly, you board one of 20 automobiles. The “Tin Lizzies” head
down Tompkins Street to the city
limits, where all but the drivers are
asked to put on blindfolds. You and
your fellow Rotarians, blindfolded,
are transported along the Virgil
Road, then a right turn and up a hill

a short distance and then to the left
and onto a farm road. Unknown to
you, while the motorcade was turning onto the Virgil Road, a Ford had
cut in, and the last four or five cars
followed the Ford to Virgil. You,
however, are part of the motorcade
that has ended up on a back road.
The cars come to a stop.
You are ordered to get out and
to remove your blindfold. As you
do, trumpets blare, and standing
in front of you are seven men in
the white hooded regalia of the Ku
Klux Klan. Two are mounted on
horses. The ghostly figures lead
you into the woods by torchlight
-- oil-soaked cattails set ablaze.
You march for half a mile. An occasional gunshot can be heard. They
take you to a clearing and a small
hunting lodge. Food awaits you.
Sitting around a campfire, you
are invited to partake of hotdogs,
pickles, doughnuts, and hot coffee
served in tin cups. You and your
fellow Rotarians are surrounded
by dark woods, and every once in
a while the night air is punctuated
by the sound of a gunshot. You
look apprehensively about you and
notice there are Klansmen lurking
in the woods about you.
Suddenly, someone realizes
that some Rotarians are missing. Nineteen of them had been
part of the motorcade. Where
are they now? Should we look for
them? A search party is organized
and sent down the road. The
“lost battalion” is found, escorted
back to the clearing, and offered
food. Bang! Bang! Guns go off
again. Everybody looks up the hill.
Through the woods you see seven
or eight Klansmen approaching.
One of them is holding a burning
cross. They march right up to
where your group is sitting, and the
leader begins to read an Imperial
Proclamation by order of Colonel
William J. Simmons, Imperial
Wizard and Emperor of The Ku
Klux Klan, of Atlanta, Georgia:
“Gentlemen of the Cortland Rotary
Club: Believing that you gentle-

men are interested in the principles
of true Americanism and are aware
that the principles of our order are
similar to the principles of Rotary, a
delegation is here this evening to
solicit your interest and cooperation
in our cause.
We believe, as did our forefathers,
in maintaining white supremacy.
We believe that the Jews of this
country are an overwhelming
menace to capital business. We
believe that the greatest threat to
our beloved country comes from
the Roman Catholic Church.
Now, my friends, I want you to
listen while I conclusively prove to
you these contentions.
In your own community, consider for
a moment the insidious influence of
that hideous, creeping, crawling,
hissing, pie-eating Parsons, better
known as ‘Pa.’ What more safe
and sure method could be devised
to forever banish from your midst
this miserable specimen of humanity? I answer – the Klu Klux Klan!
Personally, I know you would welcome the opportunity to rid your
club and community of a certain
wooly haired, foul-mouthed, blatting Hebrew of musical comedy
fame. Though he bears the name
of the Apostle Paul, he is but a
sheep in wolf’s clothing. You know
who I mean – ‘Old Carp.’
Do you approve of the way ‘Pop
DeGroat’ gives hand-in-hand with
the Bootleggers, with a gun on one
hip and a pint bottle on the other?
Can the law reach this man? No!!
The Klu Klux Klan is your only remedy.
Haven’t you noticed of late how
chummy Charlie Wickwire, Ed
Stilson, ‘Ted’ Brewer and Doc
Scovel have been? They meet
regularly on pretense of perfecting plans for the new Presbyterian
Church annex. Are you blind?
Remove the cataract from your
eyes!! It’s wine, women, and song!
Call in the Klan and clean them out!
Do you know that ‘Chris’ Tyler, who
is a neighbor of ‘Al’ Haskell, positively knows that said Haskell is
secretly a Catholic and has recently
installed and purchased a wireless outfit for the sole purpose
of communicating with Rome after
January 1st, when he becomes
District Attorney? How can you
expect justice under these conditions? Down with his wireless
program; let him beware of the Klu
Klux Klan!
Think what it would mean for you
to silence forever ‘Bill’ Walsh. Will
you endure forever the discords
which this whiskey soaked, cigarette smoking, card-playing, nasal
toned, would-be-Caruso thrusts
upon you? Leave him to the Klan!
Do you know that Floyd Wood,

Harold Helm, and Ben Hilton,
known in police circles as ‘The Hill
Gang,’ are terrorizing the community and must be wiped out before
your Normal School is completed?
Why not introduce them to a coat of
tar and feathers at the hands of the
Ku Klux Klan!
How much longer will you allow
‘Tookie’ Newcomb, that mellow
toned fat Irish hypocrite, to persecute the unfortunate element of this
beautiful valley? Do you not know
that he drags down thousands of
dollars in private contributions to
the Cause of the Poor? What does
he do with this vast wealth? Poker,
is the answer! Call out the Klan!!
Finally, is there an ‘honest’ physician in your fair community? If so,
we would like to know who. These
uneducated parasites are lopping
off the lives of your healthy wives
and children at an outstanding rate.
Would you consult ‘Higgins’ on a
case of diphtheria? Or ‘Kelly’ with
his keen edged sword, when life is
so sweet? Protect your lives, and
call on the Klu Klux Klan!”
With that last statement -- “Bang!
Bang!” -- gunfire is heard again,
and into view come three deputies
of the Sheriff’s Department. They
bark out, “Alright, you’re all under
arrest.”
Some Rotarians step forward
immediately. They explain that
the whole sordid affair has been a
hoax. They own up that Rotarians
Lloyd S. Ingalls, Merle S. Nye,
and Albert Haskell, Jr. had secretly
planned this burlesque Klan meeting for weeks. The “Klansmen”
were members of the Ithaca Rotary
Club, except for the men on horseback who were local farm boys
dressed up and hired for realism.
The nearby rustic cottage was
owned by Rotarian Ray Wiltsie.
Then followed the Club’s business
meeting and the adoption of a
new by-law, in accordance with
Rotary International, that a member is to be automatically dropped
if at the end of six months, his
attendance record falls below 60%.
Attendance is one of the cardinal
rules of Rotary in the 1920s. The
only excuses accepted are illness
and absence from the city. What
comes next is an hour of entertainment and a running line of laughter
furnished by the Ithaca Rotarians.
Then all made their way back to
the cars by lantern light, concluding
that the monthly evening meeting
of the Cortland Rotary Club had
tried the members nerves at the
beginning but turned out to be one
of the most enjoyable they ever
had.
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Congregational Church
Burglarized
Police Seek Information
Officers with the Homer Police Department are investigating a burglary that occurred at the Homer Congregational
Church, located 28 South Main St. sometime between 8:30
pm on August 20, 2020 and 7:30 am on August 22, 2020.
Stolen during the burglary were checks made payable to
the church and an undetermined amount of currency.
Officers are requesting residents in the area of the church
who have exterior security cameras to check them to
determined if they recorded anyone suspicious during the
time frame. Any information please contact the Homer
Police Department at 607-749-2022.

JOB OPENING
Account Clerk Full-Time: Village of Homer, Full-Time
40 Hours with some nightly meetings required. Primarily
accounts receivable and customer billing duties.
To Apply submit Cortland County Applications to Village
of Homer Office in person or via email to clerk@homerny.
org by 09/14/2020.
Call the Village Offices at 607-749-3322, visit the webpage at homerny.org or stop in at the Village Offices at 31
North Main Street for an application.

"Welcome" Signs Out for Bids
Packets have been sent out requesting proposals for the new signs to be
erected at the entrances to the village. A total of 8 signs are in the specifications, and the signs will be erected by Village employees after delivery by the
successful bidder. The bids are due by 11:00 a.m. Monday September 14, 2020
at the Village Office, 31 N. Main Street, Homer, NY.
Interested vendors should contact the Village Clerk at 607-749-3322.

Village Planning Board
The Village Planning Board met (ZOOM) August 10th to discuss a proposed
storage building for Family Health Network on their site on Rt 281 (West Road) in
the village.
The proposed building is for records storage and for storage of a mobile medical vehicle used by the organization.

Village of Homer Planning Board
(1) will act as Lead Agency under SEQRA for the proposed 64 ft. by 64 ft.
building,
(2) declares this project an Unlisted Action under SEQRA, and
(3) sends the Site Plan Review application to the Cortland County Planning
Board for their review.

The building will be located behind the New York State Trooper’s Barracks.
Access will be through an easement between the existing FHN building and the
State Police facility.

At the next Planning Board Meeting scheduled for September 14, the Board
will review the recommendations from the Cortland County Planning Board and
further discuss the site plan proposed by the applicant.

Former Rotary Gas Station on S. Main Street, Homer
Vacant property now, to becme part of linear park

Photo by Harry Coleman, Jr. from archive
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9 Ways to Become a
Weather Expert

The Cortland Community Service Club would like to thank
the following businesses and organizations for supporting the

24th Annual Corn-Ducky Derby!
Whether or not you are able to sell tickets this year,
you have supported us in the past, we hope you will in the
future, and we truly appreciate that support. With your help,
we have been able to fund local youth programs
to the tune of over $331,000 in the past 16 years!!!

(StatePoint) Weather impacts a range of decisions we make throughout the day,
from what to wear, whether to bring an umbrella, when to head out for a jog, or
even if you should evacuate the area in an emergency.
Having access to the most accurate weather forecasts, news and information, and being able to make sense of it, is essential. That’s why the experts at
AccuWeather are sharing nine ways to use their newly designed app to enhance
your life:
1. Don’t get caught in the rain. Going for a jog? Avoid getting caught in the rain
by checking AccuWeather MinuteCast, the app’s minute-by-minute precipitation
forecast in your location for up to the next two hours.
2. Plan ahead. Planning ahead? AccuWeather provides weather forecasts 45 days
out, including historic and trend data breakdowns for each day, giving you a
holistic view into the future and the peace of mind to plan that camping trip or to
set your outdoor wedding date.
3. Know right away. Get informed automatically of what you need to know
and when you need to know it with push notifications. Opt in to receive realtime severe weather alerts from the National Weather Service (NWS) and other
sources, which can help protect you and your family from weather emergencies. AccuWeather’s mobile apps process NWS severe weather alerts faster than
any other source, which is critical when lives are on the line and every second
counts.
4. Manage allergies. Don’t let seasonal allergies ruin your weekend. The app’s
Allergy Outlook displays daily projections of common allergens in a single,
scroll-free list, so you can decide whether to skip that Saturday afternoon picnic
in favor of something indoors.
5. Be productive. Outdoors and on the job? Let your crew know if they need
to layer up with the help of the exclusive AccuWeather RealFeel. Combining
temperature, plus additional factors such as wind speed and humidity, precipitation, cloud cover and sun intensity, this feature provides a proprietary measure
of exactly how the air feels outdoors specific to where you’re positioned, so you
can keep your worksite productive, protected and comfortable.
6. Get historical. A Location Search feature allows you to check historical
weather trends and long-term projections in any given destination, so you can
start dreaming about your next vacation as soon as you book a ticket. You can
even save your ‘Favorites’ and ‘Recent’ locations for easy access to weather
forecasts at work, home and school, or track the local weather of loved ones.
7. Catch sunrise. Want to catch that beautiful sunrise on the last day of your
beach vacation? The app’s Today’s Details section lets you know exactly when
the sun will rise and set each day, as well as how long each day and night will
last.
8. Stay safe behind the wheel. Plan in advance to avoid inclement winter driving by using the 5-Day Precipitation Outlook and the 24-Hour Snowfall Forecast
located on one map screen. The map includes a range of additional features,
including Radar, Satellite and Temperature Contour, so you can understand all
conditions at play.
9. Be prepared. If you live in an area regularly impacted by severe weather
events, utilize AccuWeather’s video content, weather trends articles and tips
curated to help you adequately prepare for a variety of catastrophic events.
To download the app or learn more, check the Apple App Store or Google Play
Store.
“With accurate information, you can gain the confidence you need to make better informed decisions for your life, business and family’s safety,” said Kurt
Fulepp, AccuWeather global chief product officer, who led development of the
app.

Frank & Mary’s - Hyde’s Diner - YWCA - YMCA
Mr. Tire - A.J.’s Diner - Origins Coffee - Clifford/Douglas Dental
Pontillo’s - Pets-A-Plenty - Sinfully Sweet Café - Trinity Valley Dairy
Bill Bros. Dairy - Kleen Korner - Pita Gourmet - The Fitness Gap
Reilly’s Cafe - Super Cream - Cortland Seafood
Poole’s Drive-In - East Side Bakery - Meldrim’s Paint
Cortland City Hall - McNeil & Co. - Ang’s Barber Shop
Wright-Beard Funeral Home - Steve & Lu’s - Footie’s Freez
Country Kitchen - Geared 2 Sports - Village Market
Bailey Place Insurance - Tallmadge Tire - Little Italy
Kory’s Place - Cortland Diner - J.M. McDonald Sports Complex
Crown City Little League - CNY Living History Center
CCL Soccer - SUNY Cortland Student Govt. Assoc.
Cortland County Employment & Training Youth Program
A Round Pizza - Cortland Rotary - Cortland Co. 4-H - Little Treat Shoppe
Three Lil Birds Cakery - Marathon H.S. Boosters/P.O.P. Program
McGraw H.S. Foreign Language Club - Crossroads Animal Clinic
Color Me Red Salon - Deli Downtown - Port, Kashdin & McSherry
Nationwide Insurance - Cortland County Sheriff’s Dept. - Scott Senior Center
Frosted Bakery - Cortland County Youth Hockey Assoc. (CCYHA)
Cortland Elks Club - Cortland H.S. Cross Country & Track Teams
Rebels With A Cause - Friends of the Cortland Free Library
Cortland Free Library (Dolly Parton Imagination Library Program)
Cortland Kiwanis Club - Homer Elks Club - Cortland V.F.W.
Homer American Legion - Cortland Lacrosse Club - Chrome Divas
Moe’s Southwest Grill - Cortland Eye Center - Groton Jr./Sr. High School PTO
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention
Homer Ave. United Methodist Church - Chiller Haunted House
Catholic Daughters of the Americas - SUNY Cortland Men’s Hockey
CNY Heat - Pudgies’ Pizza & Subs - Cortland American Legion
Cortland Eagles Club - Cortland Co. Relay For Life

The 2020 Corn-Ducky Derby Will
NOT Be a Live Event This Year.
Please visit our Facebook page where
you can watch a livestream of the event on

Saturday, Sept. 26 at 6pm
$5 per Duck

A Very Special Thank You to Our Partner and Business Sponsors!
Partner: Cortland Relay For Life
Business Sponsors: 1st National Bank of Dryden, AmeriCU Credit Union,
Coffee Mania, Complete Construction Concepts, Cortland Standard,
Graph-Tex, Homer Men & Boys, M & D Deli Central,
Royal Auto Group, Sellco Industries and WXHC Radio

1st Plac
Winner e

2,500

$

Prepping for a Successful School Year
(StatePoint) Whether heading back to the classroom or back to a digital device this fall,
it is important to be prepared. Get your children set up for academic success with the
following resources and gear:
• Comfortable workstation: A few considerations will improve ergonomics and comfort,
for better focus when working at home. Consider a height-adjustable table or desk as
well as an adjustable chair in order to accommodate your growing child’s needs. If possible, select an area for your child to work that gets plenty of natural light. A good desk
lamp is also essential.
• Math tools: Did you know that there are free math resources available online that can
help to alleviate the challenges posed by remote-learning? Check out Casio’s learning
site, available at CasioEducation.com/remote-learning, which provides math activities,
YouTube videos, an online calculator and downloadable resources. The brand also offers
a variety of models of scientific and graphing calculators, providing students of all levels
with the features they’ll need to make the grade.
• Headphones: With so many distractions that can derail a student’s attention, a good set
of noise-canceling headphones can make all the difference.
• Music instruction: Give kids the tools they need to play music wherever and whenever
they’d like. With the ultra-compact LK-S250 keyboard, novices can easily learn to play
favorite songs using the instrument’s Key Lighting system and library of built-in songs.
By connecting to the free Chordana Play app, they can take lessons further by mastering
favorite tunes from downloaded MIDI files. The class-compliant USB port connects to
any Mac, PC, iOS or Android device with no drivers needed.
• Functional fashion: The best accessories also serve a purpose. Look for a watch that
has a range of features that help students stay on task. Check out the Pro Trek line of
watches. Its different alarm settings can be used to keep a schedule.

Be sure kids are equipped for a successful school year, no matter where or how
their learning takes place.
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Two Interesting Items from 1973 NYS
Fair Newsletter
These 2 items (poem GRANPA and
article on Esther Twentyman) were
given to The Homer News by Patty
Dunning Hemmings. Edward Dunning
is Patty's brother and J. A. Osbeck is
her grandfather.
We hope our readers enjoy them.

The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
The Homer News is published

GRANPA

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.

By Ed’erd Dunning*
Grandpa was a farmer,
a roughneck sorta man
With skin that went all wrinkly
and brown like summer tan.

Editor:Donald Ferris

His dark blue, patched-up overalls
was smelly as could be.
Some folks wouldn’t like it
but it didn’t bother me.

***
Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com

Grandpa didn’t talk much,
hadn’t much to say,
Just worked his field and fed his herd,
every single day.
Gramp and I was real good pals
except we had a row
About his favorite milker,
that darn red Guernsey cow.

Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

Now August was so lonesome
and time was movin’ slow.
There just weren’t nothin’ doin’
and no place I could go.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2020 The Homer News

The men was all a-working,
My job, the grass, was mowed.
A kid of nine ain’t much help
until he’s up and growed.

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

I wandered near the silo
and there was big old Bess,
A-standin’ waitin’ patiently,
fer milkin’ time, I guess.

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Anita
Jebbett, Harry Coleman,

Get The Homer News at:

It didn’t take but no-time
to climb the silo rack
And when old Bess come by again,
I sprung clean on her back.
Well now, let me tell ya’,
I was havin’ such a-fun
Galumpin’ round the barnyard,
makin’ Bessie run.
A-course my legs ‘us really stretched
acrost her beefy side.
Her backbone cut a little, too
but boy that was a ride!

Donald Duck Bread, baked by Durkee's
Bakery, Homer, NY

Oh my, but I was achin’
and tears ‘us runnin ‘ down,
He licked me ‘til I couldn’t sit
my butt-side on the ground.
An’ then I felt so sorry,
making Grandpa mad
And things a-tween us all mixed up
And both us feelin ‘ bad.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

So then I run right up to him
and grabbed him by the hand
And pulled him down and kissed him
to make him understand

*(Written by former Cortlandite Edward Dunning
about his grandfather J.A. Osbeck, a South
Cortland farmer.)
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service and forum.

Til Grandpa showed up sudden!
And that’s the end a’ that!
He took his rubber boot
and used it fer a strap.

And then he picked me right clean up,
and why, I still ain’t clear
But wobblin’ down HIS cheek,
run a shiny little tear.

Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat,
Phillips Free Library, Homer Men and Boys,
Olde Homer House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden
- Homer & Cortlandville Offices, Homer Town
Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins, Anderson’s Farm
Market, Frank's Place, Poole’s Drive In, Tops,
Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner,
CNY Living History Center, Steve & Lu's Diner,
Little Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts,.

Photo by Harry Coleman, Jr.

The next issue of The Homer
News will be September 10,
2020. DEADLINE: for ads and
news is September 1, 2020.
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New Name.
Same Team.

www.hometoheritage.com
607-428-0708
7 James St. | Homer, NY
36 West Main St. | Dryden, NY

News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

When Life’s Unfair
I was one of those children who
was continually saying, “that’s unfair.”
I’m also of the generation, when wellmeaning adults always replied, “Well,
life’s unfair.” It’s a sentiment designed
to toughen us up, so we can deal with
the difficulties of life. Yet, whenever
an adult told me that “life’s unfair,” I
wanted to point out I already knew that,
but recognizing the unfairness of life
doesn’t absolve anybody from working to fix life’s basic unfairness. To
tell someone that life is simply unfair
implies we need to accept the status
quo. It doesn’t inspire children, who
truly understand inequity, or adults,
who really should understand inequity,
to do the work of making life fairer for
all.
In the time of Covid-19, it’s
easy to despair of making the world
better. Things seem pretty much beyond
our control and yet, we can all take precautions to protect others and ourselves.
At the library, we quarantine books for
a week after they are returned to ensure
they aren’t contaminated. We require
masks be worn in the library to keep
other people (and the books) free of the
virus. Yet, bigger problems like racism,
poverty, or climate catastrophe, seem
more overwhelming, but there too, we
can do our part to try to improve the
world. The first step is learning and
listening and talking to each other.
With the help of our book club
grant from the Bernard Carl and Shirley
Rosen Library Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County, we
are offering quarterly intergenerational book discussions on addressing the
problems the world faces. The first
Courageous Conversation is on racism and will focus on the young adult
book Stamped: Racism, Anti-racism,
and You: A Remix of the National Book
Award-winning book Stamped from the
Beginning by Jason Reynolds and Ibram
X. Kendi. This discussion is open to Jr.
High through adults and is an opportunity for people of different generations
to share in a meaningful discussion of
how we can make the world more equitable for all people, particularly people
of color . It’s a chance for adults to
learn from young people, and for older
people to listen and share their own
experiences.
We’ll discuss the book in two
parts, meeting via Zoom on Sept. 21st
at 6:30 pm to discuss the first three sections of the book and meeting on Oct.
6th at 6:30 pm to discuss the last two
sections. Free copies of the book are
available for any youth who participate
in the discussion. Adults will need to

High age students through adults to discuss books on timely and difficult topics. Our first discussion will be on the
book Stamped: Racism, Anti-racism,
and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram
X. Kendi. Register online by September
acquire their own copy of the book. th
4 by following the link from the library
Register online by Sept. 4th by followwebsite. Free copies of the book are
ing the link from the library website.
provided to youth who register (one per
family, please.) Participating adults will
What’s New at the Library?
need to obtain their own copy of the
book. We will meet via zoom to discuss
Please be aware that all program- the first part of the book on Monday,
Sept. 21st at 6:30 pm, with the second
ming is online. We will not have
th
programming in the library for the meeting held on Monday, Oct. 5 at
6:30 pm.
foreseeable future.

Library Hours

Zine

Youth writers in 4th through 12th
grades are invited to help create and
produce Tomfoolery, a quarterly publication of poems, stories, and art. The
group meets via Zoom on the first
Wednesday of each month at 4 pm. The
first meeting of the fall will be held on
Wednesday, Sept. 2nd. We’ll be working
on the Winter issue, so come with frosty
ideas filled with snow and ice! Register
by emailing office@phillipsfreelibrary.
st
Starting on Sept. 8th, we will begin org by September 1 .
being open more days of the week. Our
hours will be Mondays and Tuesday Empire Pass
The library has an Empire Pass for
12 – 7 pm, Wednesday, Thursday and
Fridays 12- 6pm, and Saturdays 10 am
– 1 pm.
The library is currently open Mondays
from 11-7 pm, Wednesdays from 10-6
pm, and Fridays from 10-6 pm, no
appointment necessary except for the
use of computers. Please be aware that
we still need to be monitoring/limiting
the total number of people allowed in
the building at a time. Masks must be
worn. Enter through the side door and
report to the main desk for directions.

admission into NYS Parks available for
loan. Don’t miss your chance to check
out the pass for a week. Call the library
to reserve. Please be aware that the pass
may already be checked out when you
call.

Ebooks, and Downloadable Audio,
Oh my!
Ematerials are still available. To get
started go to your app store and download Libby by Overdrive to your device.
After you download the app you will
need to answer a few questions including name of your library, Phillips Free
Library, and your library card and pin
numbers. After that you should be all
set to download books!

Having difficulties downloading?
Give us a shout out.
If you are having difficulty downloading materials, email us at circulation@
phillipsfreelibrary.org. We’ll be in touch
to help you get reading free downloadable library materials soon.

Facebook
Keep in contact with us through our
Facebook page. You can find the links
on our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .

Todder Story Time
This year our monthly Zoom story time
for toddlers will be the 1st Wednesday
of the month at 10:30 am. This program of stories, songs, and finger plays
will start on Wednesday, September 2nd.
Contact office@phillipsfreelibrary.org
by Tuesday, Sept. 1st at noon to register
and be sent the link to the zoom event.
The theme for the September program
is Caterpillars and Butterflies.

Book Clubs
Thanks to a grant from the Rosen
Fund we are once again able to offer
books for youth. This year all books
clubs are being held online as zoom
meetings. Clubs meet monthly from
October through May to discuss a new
book each month. There’s a 2-3rd grade
club, a 4-5th grade club, a Jr. High club,
a Sr. High club, and a Family book
club for children ages 4-8 (the whole
family can participate, as long as one
child is in this age range.) Youth participants receive a free copy of each
month’s book. Registration is online
by following the link from the library
website. The deadline to register by is
Sept. 4th.

Bob Pascal

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Courageous Conversations Book
Discussion
Also funded by the Shirley Rosen
Library Fund, we are offering an intergenerational book discussion for Jr.

10b20

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Gail’s Antiques
& Collectibles
has returned to Homer

1 North Main St.
Wed - Fri. 10-6DW0-2
NOW OPEN

Please Stop by

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

1634 State Street
Watertown, NY 13601

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

Cell: (607) 591-0691
Office: (315) 777-4365

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Mary B. Gray

Email: Betsy.northstar@gmail.com

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

www.NorthStarNNY.com

NEUMANDALE GROUP
Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291

Professional Kitchen Designer

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008

Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

Historic Homer
Tours

KMA’S ROOFING
DEMOLITION & HAUL AWAY
We Clean Out Barns - Basements - Attics
Mobile Homes - Unwanted Buildings
Cars - Trucks - Machinery
Appliances - Tires

rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT

Insured

KEVIN M. AMIDON
MATTHEW ELVIS AMIDON
MAXWELL CRAW AMIDON

by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 7 pm

Open
Year ‘Round

/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
Copeland AYH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

www.andersonsmkt.com

607-749-8720

Leave Message

I’ll Haul It All For A Fair Price

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

Sun. 10:30 am - 5 pm

4 Convenient Locations:

Roofing - Carpentry
Replacement Windows
Docks - Retaining Walls
Rooftops - Snow & Ice Removal

5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

607

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

607.756.4307

Peaches - Sweet Corn - Tomatoes
and all of our usual “Good Stuff”

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

NEED WATER?

Elizabeth Brewster House

WELLS • WATER CONDITIONING • PUMPS

Homer News
Since 1968

Business

FREE Estimates and On-Site Review
Reasonable Rates • Prompt Service

Card Ads are

607-218-8744

reasonably

AmberWellDrilling.com

Priced and
an Effective
Way to
Promote Your
Business

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

607-749-2442
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox
Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967
info@oldehomerhouse.com

- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077
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THE HOMER NEWS
Publication Schedule

VOL

ISS

11
6
11
7
11
8
11
9
11 10
11 11
THEME: FOOTBALL

PUB DATE

9/10/2020

9/24/2019
10/8/2020
10/22/2020
11/5/2020
11/19/2020

ACROSS
1. It may be fixed or blank
6. Sometimes appears between
dogs
9. Wild West card game
13. Deprived of a limb
14. Go wrong
15. ____ and tattooed
16. Tsar’s edict
17. Waikiki garland
18. Propelled like Argo
19. *Last year’s Super Bowl MVP
21. *Recipient of this year’s first
pick
23. Madame Tussauds’ medium
24. Jack’s legume
25. Communications regulator, acr.
28. Dry as dust
30. Echo
35. Yours and mine
37. Cold War enemies, slang
39. Common candle shape
40. Home of the Utes
41. Shinbone
43. Scotia preceder
44. Furiously angry
46. Like watching paint dry
47. Gulf War missile
48. Oozed
50. Clump
52. Yo
53. Common allergens
55. Not color but ____
57. *The goal
61. *Primary football unit
65. Boy Scout’s ____ badge
66. Pod dweller
68. Word of mouth
69. All worked up
70. Poetic “ever”
71. Home to largest mammal
72. Threads
73. *Defensive ____
74. Locomotes
DOWN
1. Millionaire’s turf, according to
2009 Oscar-winner
2. Bangladeshi currency
3. Wet nurse
4. Plant again
5. Swellings
6. Elvers
7. ‘re
8. Human social group
9. *Yellow and unwanted
10. Saint’s “headdress”
11. Movie spool

DEADLINE

9/1/2020
9/15/2020
9/29/2020
10/13/2020
10/27/2020
11/10/2020

email: wheeler814@yahoo.com

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
6QRZ3ORZLQJ

%XIILQJ

Pick Up & Delivery

607-344-3652
6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

Chain Saw Center
Small Engine Sales and Service
1409 East River Road - Cortland, NY

607-756-5677
M-F 8:30 - 6:00
Sat. 8:00 - 1:00
Lawn Mower Pick-up and Delivery Available - Call for details

12. *Vegas numbers
15. Laura Ingalls’ hat
20. Make an effort
22. Organ of balance
24. Sleep disrupters
25. *Encroachment and false start, e.g.
26. Type of mandarin
27. Have a hankering
29. *2020 Super Bowl winning coach
31. VSCO girl’s favorite shoe brand
32. Geologic period
33. Variety show
34. *Patriot no more
36. Pinta or Santa Maria, e.g.
38. Perfect houseplant spot
42. *____ Bowl, college game 1982-2000
45. Indicate
49. What Dundee and Dunedin have in common
51. *Last year’s Heisman winner
54. Conical dwelling
56. Draw a conclusion
57. Do like exhaust pipe
58. Evil Roman emperor
59. What oxen do to plows
60. Acne symptoms
61. *One of ten needed for first down
62. Church echo
63. Provoke or annoy
64. European sea eagles
67. Poetic “even”

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Solution to
August 13
Puzzle

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE –
Lawn mowing; junk removal; trimming
shrubs; cleanouts houses, barns; pressure washing houses, decks; driveway
sealing; gutter cleaning; mulching; fall
cleanups; much more. Fully insured,
reasonable rates, free estimates.
607-29-4676.
10a20

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS
CP ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS www.CPRolloffDumpsters.com.
13
yard
dumpsters
available.
Commercial, Residential cleanouts.
Junk removal, construction debris.
Insured, reasonable rates. Owner,
Shane Keep 607-299-4184.
10a20
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Harry Coleman, Jr. a Multi-talented Individual
As you read through this issue of The Homer News, you will see the name Harry
Coleman, Jr. under several photos.
Harry is a prolific photographer, and he doesn't restrict his photos to just one subject.
He has a very artistic "eye" and does not hesitate to use it to create photos of landscapes,
buildings, animals, old post cards, old advertising, and old diners.
We are pleased to showcase some of his photography work in this issue.
Harry's work profession was mason. He has spent numerous hours at Dwyer Park on
Little York Lake tearing part and rebuilding several of the brick cooking fireplaces as well
as some of the cobblestone fireplaces.
Homer, NY is indeed fortunate to have Harry Coleman, Jr. as one of its residents. Thank
you, Harry.

Photo by Harry Coleman, Jr.

Birthday Celebration ! ! !

Please join us in celebrating Virginia Hall’s 90th birthday with
a drive by Card Shower on Sunday, September 13th from 2 - 4
pm at her house at 1148-C The Village Park. (oﬀ Tompkins
Street) No presents – just a memory written on the card. See
Ya there!

Photo by Harry Coleman, Jr.

Photo by Harry Coleman, Jr.
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Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

at Wakefield's Bakery, if The Homer News had been in existence then.

