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Around Town
Homeville Museum to
Dispose of Worn American
Flags Nov. 11 Veterans Day
Two Drop-Off Points Listed
Homeville Museum will sponsor our 3rd Annual Veterans Day Watchfire on
November 11th, starting at 5:30 pm at the CNY Living History Center. Our purpose is to honor Veterans and respectfully destroy retired & tattered flags.
You can drop your flags off in the box within the outer doors at the CNY Living
History Center, Thursday – Saturday, 10 am – 4 pm or in the Flag drop at the
Homer American Legion. If possible, please drop off your flags at least 2-3 days
prior.
Unfortunately, due to on-going spread of the COVID-19 in our community and our
concerns for the health of our members, we’ve made the difficult decision to keep
this a private event.
This Veterans Day Watchfire is in collaboration with:

NYSOFA (New York State Office
for the Aging) on line tool:
Help older New Yorkers protect
themselves from COVID-19
newyork.cv19checkup.org is free, confidential, and easy to use.
It is designed to help you be safer and healthier during the COVID-19
pandemic.
You will spend just 5 to 10 minutes answering some questions and then
immediately receive a custom report based on your life and habits. Find
out how likely you are to get or spread COVID-19, how severe it might
be if you get sick, steps to reduce your risks, and ways to have your needs
met during the pandemic.
Your report will provide guidance from leading experts and organizations based on research, science, and recommendations published by the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the World Health
Organization.

Medicare is Complicated.
We Can Help.
Do you have questions about Medicare?
Bailey Place Insurance offers plans to help
assist you in weaving through the Medicare maze.

 Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter #377
 American Legion Post #465, Homer
 VETSAR - Veteran Search and Rescue
 Tioughnioga Chapter, National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution
 Contact us at: Homeville@CNYLivingHistory.org if you have questions.

110 YEARS

Now is the time!
The Annual Enrollment Period has begun.
Call Val VanGorder at 607-756-2805
or email Val@baileyplace.com
to set up an appointment today!

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
Auto • Home • Life • Business
2 N. Main Street, Cortland, NY
(607) 756-2805

“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN

Benson Davis Insurance
5RXWH+RPHr1<

Val VanGorder

baileyplace.com

VOTE - IT'S YOUR RIGHT!
EVENTS
CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices
we suggest you purchase a display ad.
Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines: October 27, 2020 for
the November 5, 2020 issue.

Linda, Marjorie, Annette, Lee and Matt

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
$XWR+RPH%XVLQHVV&RQWUDFWRUV5HFUHDWLRQDO9HKLFOHV

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
bensondavis.com

A gift subscription to The
Homer News will help keep
your out-of-town friends and
relatives informed. $36/year
for 1st Class Mail. Call 7492613
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045

www.hagerealestate.com
email@hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

New Front Porch and
Steps at
The Sherman House

Sold on Cortland
County
and Central
New York
Sold on
Cortland
County!
NEW LOCATION
84 Cortland St.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQ+RPHrQH[WWRWKH+RPHU(/.6&OXE
(YHQLQJDQG WHHNHQG+RXUV
&rHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[ $FFRXQW&DUGV $FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO 7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
NEW LOCATION
$FXWHDQG&KrRQLF&RQGLWLRQV
84 Cortland St.
PrHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&Dre
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3rHYHQWLRQ TUDLQLQJ
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&Dre
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT
3HGLDWULFWR WHOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
Hannah Gallagher, PT, DPT
6SLQDO'HFRPSrHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQLQJIRr $WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV Alike

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KrHQ+H\Hr, PT'3T)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FrHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
&RUWODQG6W QH[WWR(/.6 +RPHr, NYZZZKH\HUSWFRP

Homer News Ads Get Noticed
Roving photographer and retired union mason Harry Coleman took this picture
of the new landing and steps on the Sherman House. The work is being done by
McKinney Masonry.

HAGE
REAL ESTATE

SOLD on Cortland County & Central NY!

ATTENTION HOME SELLERS
AND BUYERS:
We’ve been asked, “How is the current Real Estate market in our area?”

The market is stronger than before Covid-19!
• All-time-low interest rates created a build-up of buyers and
multiple offers on homes.
• Low inventory of homes for sale from before Covid-19 is
even lower now.
Buying? Take advantage of the lowest interest rates ever
Selling? Your home will likely sell quickly due to low inventory
Today is the time to sell! Contact us for a
Free evaluation of your home’s value.
4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281) Cortland, NY 13045 (607) 753-6766

www.hagerealestate.com

All AARP Smart Driver Classes
Canceled
**For The Rest of 2020 due to COVID-19**
Classroom instruction to resume in 2021
ONLINE Class available at www.aarpdriversafety.org
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney,
Homer Town and Village Historian

Homer and the Golden Age of the Bicycle
In recent months, there has been renewed discussion about creating a
Tioughnioga River Trail through Homer to Cortland for walking and biking. What you may not realize is that interest in a local man-made path for
cyclists is not new; it has a history. Ever since the invention of the wheel,
humans have tried to find versatile ways to use wheels for recreation as well
as industry and transportation.
First, consider the attachment of wheels to the foot. In the 1880s,
according to the late R. Curtis Harris, roller skating was a huge fad. The
third floor of the Barber Block was the scene of such activity, first made
popular locally in 1879 by Jake Metzgar. Then, in 1884, a large rink – 50
ft. by 110 ft. – was constructed on Wall Street. Can you picture it? I wish I
had a photograph! It should be noted that certain clergymen condemned the
activity. Harris reported that one minister “was allowed by the wily promoters to preach a sermon against it within the rink itself” (Homer Independent,
December 1, 1961).
Locally, LeGrand Fisher and Charles Creque were accomplished at racing on skates. One was a champion long distance (five miles) racer, and the
other was a champion at short distance racing (two and a half miles).
After about seven years, the fad died out, and the building was moved
to the southwest corner of Cortland Street and Copeland Avenue. There, it
became part of the Phoenix Hardware Company’s plant.
The fad that took the place of roller skating was bicycling. The first true
bicycle was created in France in the 1860s. Early bikes had enormous front
wheels and were called “ordinary bicycles” or “high wheels.” Ordinary
bicycles were dangerous due to their forward center of gravity. These bikes,
also appropriately known as “bone-shakers,” were ridden primarily by
wealthy young men that were physically fit enough to take a “header” (the
term used to describe when one flew over the front of the handlebars). Most
were not willing to take the risk of riding a high wheel.
The invention of the “safety” bicycle in the 1880s prompted a worldwide bicycle craze. The safety bicycle had two wheels of equal size and
used a chain drive to prevent loss of speed. In the 1890s, Syracuse was the
bicycle manufacturing hub of America. There were no fewer than nineteen
companies building safety bicycles in the city. Without the dangers of being
thrown over the handlebars from a great height, the idea of bicycling began
to develop broader appeal among both sexes and all ages. At some point, in
Barber’s Hall, N. H. Waters offered instruction in the art of riding a bicycle,
and the Cortland Wagon Company was a local seller of bicycles. For forty
dollars, one could buy their wheels which came with a one-year guarantee
(according to the April 16, 1896 issue of the Cortland Standard).
New language was invented to describe bikers. Fast bikers were called
“scorchers,” and bicyclists in general were called “wheelmen.” Locally, a
club was formed – “The Homer Wheelmen” – and they proudly wore their
club’s colors: ribbons of red, olive, and yellow. The Homer Republican
in 1895 reported that “the first of a series of four races for the October
Handicap road race of the Homer Wheelmen…was run from the Union
Block [now owned by the First National Bank of Dryden on Main Street] up
the west Little York road and back on the east road, a distance of ten miles.
Leslie Tucker won it in a time of 31 minutes.” In June of 1896, the Homer
Wheelmen donned their colors and met at the Green to ride to Groton to
attend a Sunday morning church service. This expedition saw 500 wheelmen attending. The Homer club was joined by riders from Auburn, Ithaca,
Elmira, Geneva, Owego, Waterloo, Moravia, and Cortland. About 225 registered at the church.
Three years earlier, a Cortland club of nine men and four guests, attired
in black caps and black and tan uniforms said to be “very nobby” [meaning
“chic”], made a twelve-mile ride to Truxton in one hour and fifteen minutes.
Rain showers, as reported by the May 15th Cortland Standard, forced them
to return to Cortland via the train.
It should be noted that in some communities across the nation, bicycling,
like roller skating, was condemned by clergy. The recreational activity on
the Sabbath, the only non-workday of the week, caused a temporary decline
in church attendance. Shop owners voiced opposition, because consumers
saved up their money to buy wheels rather than other goods offered by
businesses. Cycling replaced frequenting the pubs for recreation and socializing, and the saloon keepers and brewers lodged complaints. The growing
demand for two-wheelers saw 1,200,000 bicycles produced in 1896 alone.
Of course, adding to the controversy was the sight of females invading the
cycling world of men. How un-lady-like! How radical! A Homer poet and
innkeeper, Isaac Marshall Sampson, described the situation this way:

Photo purported to be of a Homer Bicycle Club on the Green

The bicycle is all the rage,
Without regard to sex or age.
The ladies mount the wheel astride,
And arch their necks with stoic pride.
And like an Albatross begin to paddle.
The wheels our mothers used to run
Were for the flax and wool they spun.
“The wheel! The wheel!” the people cry,
O credit you the wheel can buy.
Unless that craze soon doth stop,
It will bankrupt every store and shop.
Ancient Rome ran too fast,
In pride and luxury, it could not last.
In an age where women lacked the legal right to vote and hold public
office enjoyed by men, here, at last, was something with which females
could publicly hold parity with males. They, too, could operate a bicycle.
In fact, the bicycle figured prominently in the changing of women’s lives.
The cycling craze and the women’s rights movement of the 1890s became
so inextricably intertwined that Susan B. Anthony in 1896 told the New
York World’s Nellie Bly that cycling had “done more to emancipate women
than anything else in the world.” For the woman who wished to break with
convention and demand political equality with men, the “freedom machine”
became a new tool of personal expression and political power. With the
bicycle, a sense of independence was experienced by women, and, of
course, some men resented it. Why, just look at them peddling around town
on that “Yellow Fellow” [popular model made in Syracuse by E. C. Stearns
and Company] and wearing shorter skirts, knickers, and “bloomers.” What
is the world coming to? What will they demand a right to do next? Will it
never end?
While some bicycle clubs were “males only,” the Homer club may have
accepted females. After all, Homer’s academy on the Green had accepted
female students as early as 1821 and was apparently more liberal then than
many other communities. As early as 1887, a Floral Cycle parade was held.
This event kicked-off the second annual Flower Show, held in the Baptist
Church barn. Women were seen cycling among the male riders. There is a
photo that purports to be of a club on the Homer Green (but the exact site
cannot be confirmed) that includes all ages and sexes and what appears to
be a black woman.
Indeed, cycling seems to have had a democratizing effect in the region.
An amusing article on the egalitarian aspect of the pastime appeared in the
May 3, 1901 issue of the Cortland Democrat. It observed that all types of
people – “the rich and poor, the very young, the middle-aged and the old,
the handsome and the plain-looking, all classes” – had been afflicted with
“the bicycle fever.” The author wrote of watching “a lady whose back hair
is rolled up in a knot about the size of a two-cent orange, the seat being so
low that with every revolution of the pedals her knees reach the level of her
last year’s sailor hat.” Then he adds the seemingly snide comment that “if I
couldn’t make a more presentable appearance on a wheel than she, I would
walk or hire a cab.”
On May 30, 1880, the League of American Wheelmen was founded
in Newport, Rhode Island. It soon became a prominent advocacy group for
improved roads and highways, well before the advent of the automobile. In
June of 1897, as reported by the Cortland Democrat, the Homer Wheelmen
met at the Cortland Y.M.C.A. and raised $600 toward the construction of a
$1,000 cycle path from Cortland to Little York. It ran through Homer and
next to the west fence along the East Little York Road (now Route 11).
Two furrows were turned, about five feet apart, and the space in between
was filled with cinders. Riders were urged to join the “Cortland County
Side-path Association” and to pay annual dues of one dollar. Members were

see

Bicycle page 8
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Homer Village Board
The Homer Village Board met on October 13th via ZOOM. A public
Hearing was conducted on a proposed Local Law to impose a $50 per
month charge to property owners who do not allow the Village Water
Department entrance to their property to install the new water meters
which use telemetry to take water readings.
After the Hearing, a vote was taken to adopt the Local Law, and it
passed with a dissenting vote from Trustee Tim Daley, who had heard
from individuals who said that they had tried to schedule an appoint-

ment to have the meter replaced but couldn't get through to the Water
Department.
Mayor McCabe stated that the penalty was not intended for those
instances, but is for those cases where property owners refuse to allow
the Water Department employees access to the property to change the
meter. If individuals have a legitimate concern, eg. health issues, the Water
Department will delay installation of the new meters until the current pandemic abates, and no penalty will be assessed.

Village Planning Board
The Village Planning Board held a meeting on October 14th via
ZOOM. The only item on the agenda was the proposed construction
of a Dollar General store on West Road (RT 281).
Several residents signed up to speak at the hearing, and approximately 9 of those who signed up did speak to the issue. Most of
those who spoke were concerned about increased traffic entering
and exiting West Road and the impact on congestion that already
exists in that corridor. With the new Byrne Dairy Store expected to
open within a month or two about a quarter mile south of the proposed Dollar General, residents expressed concerns for the safety of
High School students who would be walking along the road.
Several other Village and Town residents sent e-mails or regular
mail letters to the Village Clerk to be read into the minutes. Because
there were so many, it was decided to attach the comments to the
official minutes of the meeting rather than read each one aloud. This
decision appears to satisfy the legal requirements, as each of the
board members received copies of the correspondence sent to the
clerk.
Several people expressed the opinion that the Village does not need
a "Dollar Store" and that they would like to see small locally owned
businesses in the village. Several also cited the nearby location of a
Dollar General on Homer Avenue in the City of Cortland, 2.2 miles
away.
The representatives of the developer were also present on line and
were able to answer some of the questions the residents had. The
applicant had made some changes to the front elevation of the proposed building after comments made at the last board meeting by
board member Michael Pollak.
To view the meeting, go to: www.youtube.com and at the left side
of the screen you should see "Village of Homer". Click on that link
and it will bring up past meetings that are available to view on you
tube. If you can't get sound from your computer, you may have to
go to settings on your computer to activate the speakers on your
computer. Or, you may be able to use a headset or earphones to listen to those speaking.
The Planning Board had received the draft report of the Cortland
County Planning Department, but most had not had a chance to read
it before the meeting. The County Planning Board will review the
draft report and consider it and likely vote on it soon. It will then be
forwarded to the Village Planning Board for discussion at the next
Village Planning Board meeting.
The Planning Board made the recommendation to the Village Board
that Timothy Buhl, PE, be hired by the Village to review the proposed plans for compliance to building codes and local laws. The
costs for his services are to be borne by the Applicant, as required
by Homer's Zoning Code.

Below is the summary of recommendations made by the County Planning
Department. Remember, it is a DRAFT and has not been adopted by the
County Planning Board. It is NOT the complete report, which would not fit
here.
RECOMMENDATION The staff recommends approval of this application for site plan review
contingent upon the following:
1. That if possible, the proposed driveway entrance be relocated to the
southern end of the property and that the driveway accessing the rear of
the building for deliveries be relocated to access the rear of the building
from the south to avoid potential conflict with the neighboring residential
properties to the north.
2. That if site restrictions do not allow for the relocation of the driveway
entrance and driveway to the south of the property, sufficient screening be
installed along the property lines shared by the residential properties to the
north to buffer this use from the neighboring residential properties and that
delivery times be restricted to day time hours (such as 9 am to 7 pm).
3. That the applicant obtains approval of the driveway entrance to the site
from the NYS Department of Transportation (DOT) as S. West St. (NYS
Route 281) is a State highway.
4. That if the applicant intends to subdivide the proposed use from the
used car sales business on the property, then a subdivision application and
map must be submitted to the Village for review and approval.
5. That the applicant submits existing traffic figures from other Dollar
General stores in the area to the Village and NYS DOT to assess what is
to be expected in terms of vehicle trips per hour generated by the proposed
use and potential impacts to traffic along S. West St.
6. That the applicant obtains Village approval of the final design of the
stormwater management design plan as this project is located in an urbanized area and in the Homer-Preble-Cortland aquifer recharge area, the
source of drinking water for these municipalities, it is recommended that
stormwater capture and treatment be included in the project.
7. That the applicant obtains approval for any proposed stormwater discharge into the NYS Route 281 drainage system from the NYS DOT.
8. That the asphalt be removed from the area between the road and the
proposed front parking area and the area be vegetated to allow for infiltration.
9. The applicant providing a revised site plan to the Village showing snow
storage areas on site.
10. The applicant obtaining approval of the landscaping plan for the site
from the Village.
11. That all site lighting be directed in a downward manner as not to
infringe on the neighboring properties with no light emanating greater than
1.0 foot candles at the property line.
12. That the applicant obtains approval of the public water and sewer connections, including the installation of a backflow prevention device for the
public water connection, from the Village.
13. compliance with SEQR requirements.
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Halloween Decorations on
South Main Street
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper
dedicated to informing townspeople of current events
and issues; serving as a forum for the free exchange
of views of town residents; and celebrating the
people, places and happenings that make the Town
of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to

Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We now offer subscriptions to The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 4,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2020 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Anita
Jebbett, Harry Coleman,

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat,
Phillips Free Library, Homer Men and Boys,
Olde Homer House, Bev's, Lucky Kitchen,
Sinfully Sweet Cafe, Key Bank, FNB of Dryden
- Homer & Cortlandville Offices, Homer Town
Office, Kory’s Diner, Origins, Anderson’s Farm
Market, Frank's Place, Poole’s Drive In, Tops,
Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner,
CNY Living History Center, Steve & Lu's Diner,
Little Italy Pizzeria, Center4Arts,.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist Church
has a Food Pantry for Homer residents, which is open on Tuesdays,
10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The next issue of The Homer News will be November 5,
2020. DEADLINE: for ads and
news is October 27, 2020.

Homer News Photos
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Bicycle

Carpenter Descendant Visits Homer

continued from page 4

issued badges to wear while riding on the path. Anyone caught riding on the
path without the badge was liable to a fine of five dollars. Highly popular
bicycle races (against time) were held from Cortland or Homer to Little
York and back. The bicycle store sold handlebars of various designs along
with “anatomical saddles,” ammonia syringes (guns) to ward off dogs, and
toe, pants, and dress guards.
It is interesting to note that the June 11, 1897 issue of the Cortland
Democrat made this observation about the bicycle path: “When completed
no rain can make disagreeable riding to Little York and probably in two
years Syracuse and Binghamton will be interested enough to work from
each way and complete over eighty miles of cinder path, running through
Cortland.”
Fourteen days later, the same newspaper reported that construction
of the cinder path had begun under the direction of D. M. Totman at the
second bridge north of Homer. Teams of horses were donated to draw the
cinders. In addition, the directors of the association had met to elect officers
and to adopt by-laws. It was decided that after the first year, the annual dues
exacted of members would be fifty cents, which would “entitle them to all
privileges of the side path.”
By July 2, with less than two miles to go to finish the path from Homer
to Little York, they ran out of cinders. The work was delayed until several carloads of cinders could be brought down from the Solvay Works in
Syracuse. The Cortland Democrat reported that “Twenty teams were drawing until the cinders gave out.”
The bicycle path must have been completed and viewed as a success
because the newspaper of April 22, 1898, reported a strong probability that
the Homer-Little York path might be extended south and north. At a meeting
of the Cortland County Cycle Path Association, two proposals were made.
A delegation from South Cortland expressed a desire to see a path extended
to their village, and they were willing to commit 22 teams of horses for
two days work each if the association would invest $75. The association
approved the proposed extension.
Another project was proposed by the community of Preble. They were
eager to see the path extended from Little York to their town and expressed
a willingness “to do much to get it there.” The association agreed to confer
with Preble and Tully enthusiasts. There was hopeful talk that if the path
reached Tully, “it is probable that Syracuse will meet it.”
By 1898, the height of the bicycle craze, the Cortland County Cycle
Path Association had 450 members. Their dues were to go for path maintenance and “new work.” Members were urged to leave their money with
George I. Watson, G. F. Beaudry, C. F. Thompson, or T. J. Kennedy. Those
not members were “cordially invited to join and thus enjoy the privilege of
the paths.”
As R. Curtis Harris reported in Volume Two of Cortland County
Chronicles (1958), in 1902, Homer’s Dr. H. S. Brauman cycled to Little
York on the side-path in eighteen minutes to answer an emergency call. So,
the pathway was not used merely for recreation.
Perhaps, it is time to resurrect the Little York to Homer biking trail
– but with something better than cinders -- and have it intersect with a
Tioughnioga River Trail. Then, too, what about a canal from the gravel pit
north of the village to connect to the river for canoes and kayaks? Just consider the possibilities of another “golden age” of cycling and recreation in
Historic Homer, New York.
Primary source material for this article was graciously provided
by Homer’s Ed Raus, who upon occasion takes a bicycle trip to Little York
and back, enjoying the verdant scenery along the way and imagining a
time when the bicycle reigned supreme through the valley.


Don Ferris
10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP

The Milsteads at Carpenter’s grave in Glenwood
Cemetery.
Photo by David Quinlan
On Saturday, October 10th, one of the great-great-great granddaughters
of Homer’s famous portrait painter Francis Bicknell Carpenter paid a visit
to Homer. Traveling with her husband, son, and two dogs from Manhattan,
Cynthia Romaine Milstead, a New York City kindergarten teacher, arrived at
the Homer Town Hall. There the group was met by Homer’s David Quinlan,
who was instrumental in arranging this meeting. As an expert on the life
and artistry of Carpenter, Quinlan graciously represented the town historian
Martin Sweeney and took them on a tour of historic Homer, showing them
Carpenter’s birthplace and gravesite, the Stoddard birthplace, and portraits
at the Phillips Free Library rendered by Carpenter.
At the Town Hall, Cynthia viewed her ancestor’s portrait in oil of his
fiancée, Augusta Prentiss Carpenter, from whom she descended. Quinlan
offered his assessment of items brought by the Milsteads, including a
watercolor that is only one of two known that Carpenter ever painted and
a rare portrait of William Sydney Mount rendered in oil by Charles Loring
Elliott. Both Mount and Elliott were artists and friends of Carpenter. The
Stony Brook Museum holds a major collection of William Sydney Mount’s
genre paintings of early rural American life. One portrait there matches
perfectly with the one the Milsteads brought to Homer to show Quinlan.
The director of the Stony Brook Museum theorizes the one owned by the
Milsteads was a second or first study done to compliment a larger portrait
of William Sydney Mount.
Before departing, Cynthia provided the Town of Homer, on temporary
loan, a family album and a family scrapbook for perusal by the town’s historian. Also, on temporary loan, were two framed pastel portraits by Juliet
Thompson. One from 1910 depicts a noted New York City suffragist, Cora
Anderson Carpenter, who was the wife of Carpenter’s son Herbert Sanford
Carpenter. The second is a beautiful 1912 image of Herbert and Cora’s
daughter, Cora Carpenter Legg. At some point, the two portraits will be
exhibited at the Town Hall, most likely to the right of the old stage and fittingly opposite Carpenter’s portrait of his future wife. This way the public
will have an opportunity to appreciate artwork from the period and to learn
more about a family rooted in Homer who advocated for the rights of blacks
and the rights of women.
By phone, the Milsteads later acknowledged the fine hospitality they
received in Homer, and the Town Historian expressed appreciation for the
items entrusted to the Town credited with launching Carpenter on his career
as a nineteenth century portrait painter of renown.
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Photos by David Quinlan
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New Name.
Same Team.

News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Curling up with a Good Book
As the days grow shorter and colder
and the pandemic continues, it feels like
a good time to curl up in front of a fireplace with a hot drink and a good book.
Or a good time to get creative, whether
with baking, knitting, or writing. I’ve
been doing a lot of writing, because
some days the world in my head is much
preferable to the world out there. I also
just finished Garth Nix’s new book, The
Left-Handed Booksellers of London, a
fantastical alternative history novel set
in England in the 1980’s. Maybe it’s
because Garth Nix is a favorite author
of mine, or because I lived through the
80’s and reading about them brings a
level of nostalgia, or because it’s just
pure escapist fantasy, but that book
actually made me feel better. And this
time of year, I’m looking for anything
that will lift the depression that sets in
from shorter darker days.
If losing yourself in a good book is
your way of dealing with this time of
year, here are a few new reads for you to
consider: The New Wilderness by Diane
Cook, What are You Going Through by
Sigrid Nunez, Road Out of Winter by
Alison Stine, Chaos by Iris Johansen,
The Coast-to-Coast Murders by James
Patterson, Anxious People by Fredrik
Backman, Piranesi by Susanna Clarke,
Troubled Blood by Robert Galbraith,
Payback by Mary Gordon, Brightest
Star by Fern Michaels, Monogamy
by Sue Miller, and Jack by Marilyn
Robinson. Stop by or call the library to
check these and other titles out.

cases in the community. Our plan is to
continue to be open for browsing with
social distancing, as long as the number
of current positive cases in the county
is below 300 and the number of people
being monitored is below 2500. Should
the number of current positive cases in
the county rise above 300 or the people
being monitored is above 2500, Phillips
Free Library will offer curbside service
only. As we all are learning during this
pandemic, this will undoubtedly change
many times over the ensuing months
and be subject to change without notice.
In the coming days, weeks and months,
please call the library at 607-749-4616
to find out what our current operating
status is.

Lego Club
Build with us during a Zoom Lego
Club on Monday, November 2nd for
K-5th grade students. There’ll be a story
and challenges at 4:00 pm and show and
tell at 5:00 pm. To receive an invitation
to the zoom Lego Club, email office@
phillipsfreelibrary.org with your contact
information by 3:30 pm the afternoon of
the program.

Toddler Story Time
This year our monthly Zoom story time
for toddlers will be the 1st Wednesday of
the month at 10:30 am. This program
of stories, songs, and finger plays will
start on Wednesday, Nov. 4th. Contact
office@phillipsfreelibrary.org
by
Tuesday, Nov. 3rd at noon to register
and be sent the link to the zoom event.

Stories from Behind the Mask
Need a creative boost in November?
Join with fellow writers on Thursday,
November 19th at 6:30 pm for a virtual
writing workshop. We’ll get together to
“lift our spirits, lift our pencils, lift our
hands over our keyboards…” Whether
you’re participating in National Novel
Writing Month, journaling your way
through the pandemic, or writing poetry
to keep your spirits up, this is a chance
to find support and inspiration. Email
director@phillipsfreelibrary.org to register.

Ebooks, and Downloadable Audio,
Oh my!
Ematerials are still available. To
get started go to your app store and
download Libby by Overdrive to your
device. After you download the app
you will need to answer a few questions
including name of your library, Phillips
Free Library, and your library card and
pin numbers. After that you should be
all set to download books!

Having difficulties downloading?
Give us a shout out.
If you are having difficulty download-

The library will be closed on
Wednesday, November 11th in observance of Veterans Day.

Youth writers in 4th through 12th grades
are invited to help create and produce
Tomfoolery, a quarterly publication of
poems, stories, and art. The group meets
via Zoom on the first Wednesday of
each month at 4 pm. The next meeting
will be on Wednesday, Nov. 4th. We’ll
be working on the Winter issue, so
come with frosty ideas filled with snow
and ice! Register by emailing office@
phillipsfreelibrary.org by November 3rd.

Library Hours
Our hours are Mondays and Tuesday
12 – 7 pm, Wednesday, Thursday and
Fridays 12- 6pm, and Saturdays 10
am – 1 pm. Masks must be worn. Enter
through the side door and report to the
main desk for directions. Please be
aware that we still need to be monitoring/limiting the total number of people
allowed in the building at a time.
Please be aware - With Covid-19 cases
increasing in the county and school district, library staff are making plans for
what to we will do should there be more

Book Clubs
Thanks to a grant from the Rosen Fund
we are adding a new book club to our
slate of youth book clubs. Starting in
December, the library will be offering a
book club for K-1st graders. Participants
will receive a free copy of a picture
book each month. The club will meet
online as zoom meetings on the 3rd
Monday of the month at 5:30 pm. The
meeting will be about 20 minutes long
and include reading together plus a
craft. If interested contact office@phillipsfreelibrary.org by November 12th.

ing materials, email us at circulation@
phillipsfreelibrary.org. We’ll be in touch
to help you get reading free downloadable library materials soon.

Facebook
Keep in contact with us through our
Facebook page. You can find the links
on our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org .

Library Board of Trustees
Openings
Love the library? Skilled in fundraising, advocacy, or technology? The board
of trustees is accepting applications for
new board members. We are looking
for people dedicated to the community, who believe in libraries, and have
skills in policy development, building
and grounds, fundraising, grant writing,
and financial management. To apply
send a letter of interest with experience
to Phillips Free Library, P.O. Box 7,
Homer, NY 13077.

Library Board of Trustees Meeting
The library board will meet on
Monday, Nov. 15th at 7 pm.

I contend that for a nation to try to tax itself
into prosperity is like a man standing in a bucket and trying to lift himself up by the handle
Winston Churchill

Bob Pascal
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CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Zine
What’s New at the Library?
Please be aware that all programming is online. We will not have
programming in the library for the
foreseeable future.

www.hometoheritage.com
607-428-0708
7 James St. | Homer, NY
36 West Main St. | Dryden, NY

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com

Tell Our Advertisers

you saw their ad in
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
NEUMANDALE GROUP
1634 State Street
Watertown, NY 13601

Cell: (607) 591-0691
Office: (315) 777-4365

Mary B. Gray

Email: Betsy.northstar@gmail.com

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

www.NorthStarNNY.com

Open
Year ‘Round

Neumandale Law Group Attorneys PLLC
RSS Tax & Advisory CPA LLC
MJ Neumandale Group LLC, Private Banking
Neumandale Ventures LLC, Farm & Real Estate

Gail’s Antiques
& Collectibles
has returned to Homer

1 North Main St.
Wed - Fri. 10-6DW0-2
NOW OPEN

Matthew R. Neuman CPA Attorney
(315) 727-0291

Please Stop by

Matthew.Neuman@Neumandale.com

Open Mon-Sat.
8 am - 7 pm
Sun. 10:30 am - 5 pm
5887 Rt. 281
Little York, NY

www.andersonsmkt.com

607

North Homer Ave. Ext. • Cortland, NY 13045

W . S cott h icks

our Facebook
Hot Lunches are back!! Check
page for daily specials

Professional Kitchen Designer

Lots of fresh LOCAL produce & APPLES

TEL: 607-753-3007 • FAX: 607-753-3008

Try Our Delicious Fresh Baked Goods

cortlandfl00rcraftny@gmail.com

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 0HQ¶V%R\¶V:RPHQ¶V*LUO¶V&ORWKLQJ
+RPHU0HQ %R\V-HDQV/HYL¶V&DUKDUW
&ROXPELD1RUWK)DFH&DUROLQD%RRWV
,IZHGRQ¶WKDYHLW\RXGRQ¶WQHHGLW
6RXWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<

(607) 749-3314

HPDLOVDOHV#KRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP
ZZZKRPHUPHQVDQGER\VFRP

Pat Hill Community Building

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

4 Convenient Locations:

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
Copeland AYH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

PROBLEM WATER?

Elizabeth Brewster House

Solutions to ANY water problem

PP

EL

SU

Since 1968

O RT & H

Home Furnishings & Gifts
Owner: Stephanie Fox

Hard Water, Sulfur, Iron, Dirty or Smelly Water

Phone: 607.756.0750
Fax: 607.756.0967

AmberWellDrilling.com

info@oldehomerhouse.com

Monday - Saturday
9am to 5pm
44 James Street
Homer, New York 13077

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

Business

607-749-2442

41 South Main StreeW+RPHr, NY

P

PRE

E
VIC

UM SER
MI

Homer News

Filters • Conditioners • Pumps – Sales & Service

607-218-8744

Historic Homer
Tours
rBSDIJUFDUVSBMTUZMFTJOWJMMBHF
rUIF-JODPMODPOOFDUJPO
r(MFOXPPE$FNFUFSZ
r.VSEFSBOE(IPTUT
by appointment: 607-345-0608 - Kathy
http://www.townofhomer.org/history/index.html

Card Ads are

a Gracious Village Setting

reasonably

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Priced and
an Effective
Way to
Promote Your
Business

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE
%RDWVR9V&ODVVLF&DUV
6QRZ3ORZLQJ
Pick Up & Delivery

607-344-3652
6WHYH'X0RQG

owner/operator
60DLQ6W+RPHr, NY
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

%XIILQJ
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PUB DATE

11
11
11
11
11

10
11
12
13
14

11/5/2020
11/19/2020
12/3/2020
12/17/2020
12/31/2020

DEADLINE

10/27/2020
11/10/2020
11/24/2020
12/8/2020
12/22/2020

THEME: HALLOWEEN
ACROSS
1. Bobby Fischer’s game
6. Reggae precursor
9. Octagonal sign
13. Haile Selassie’s disciple
14. Goose egg
15. Water-filled gorge
16. Blue eyes, e.g.
17. Jean of Dadaism
18. Pariah, for medical reasons
19. *Pumpkin’s Halloween precursor
21. *Famous magician who
died on Halloween
23. *____ mortuaire, or body
bag in Paris
24. Nordstrom’s outlet
25. “____ Now or Never”
28. Good or bad and felt by
others, sing.
30. Haiku, e.g.
35. Equal to distance divided
by time
37. Post-it slip
39. Quickly fry
40. Type of mountain goat
41. *Graveyard denizen
43. Heart of the matter
44. Tender spots
46. Bailing twine, e.g.
47. Icelandic epic
48. Boss
50. Greek muse’s strings
52. Up and down nod
53. “Beware the ____ of March”
55. One of seven, in eponymous 1995 film
57. *Dead one
61. *Jordan Peele’s scary 2017
film
64. Dodge
65. Freud’s concern
67. Pertaining to hours
69. *Funereal feeling
70. Swindle
71. Boredom
72. Adult elvers
73. Human digit
74. *What vampire does in a
coffin
DOWN
1. TV tube in days of yore
2. Wagner or Powers in a TV
classic
3. Isaac’s firstborn
4. Mixes up
5. Geo-spacial positioning system, for short
6. Ginger cookie
7. Crème de cassis plus wine

Solution to
October 8
Puzzle

THE HOMER NEWS

R
FO E
L
A
S
Volume

4

FREE

New C4ARTs
C4ART
Ts Mural
Ts

FREE

THE HOMER NEWS

The Homer News was started in 2010 as a bi-weekly newspaper to serve the Town and Village of Homer. The circulation
has grown from 3000 copies to 4200 copies in the past 7
years.
There is now an opportunity for a new owner to build on the
established advertising base to provide a substantial income
while providing a valuable and appreciated service to the
readers in the area. Modest investment required. Current
owner will aid in the transition after the sale.
Reply your interest to: Editor, The Homer News, P.O. Box
125, Homer, NY 13077

8. Top dog
9. Musher’s ride
10. Language of Tupi people
11. *Black cat, possibly
12. ____wig or ____winkle
15. Oopsie daisy moments
20. Best part of cake?
22. *Halloween month
24. Alters to be more useful
25. Type of coffee with alcohol
26. Forbidden
27. Howard of radio fame
29. Physicist Niels ____
31. Preakness, e.g.
32. Like cottage cheese
33. Piano student’s exercise
34. *Leatherface’s state
36. Biz bigwig
38. ESPN award
42. To the point
45. *Scary story-related sensation
49. Lyric poem
51. Choice word
54. Upright
56. Nary a soul
57. Give up
58. Skin soothing gel
59. Boring
60. Fusses
61. Departed
62. *RIP pots
63. Like a bow string
66. Gunk
68. Fleur-de-____

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

Classifieds
HANDYMAN SERVICES
SHANE’S HANDYMAN SERVICE
Lawn Mowing, Fall Cleanups, Gutter
Cleaning, Junk Removal, Pressure
Washing Houses & Decks, Driveway
Sealing, Cleanouts Houses & Barns,
Mulching, Topsoil, Gravel delivery,
Shrub trimming, much more. Fully
Insured, Reasonable Rates, Free
Estimates. 607/299-4676
12a20

ROLL OFF DUMPSTERS
CP ROLL OFF Dumpsters. 20% off
with this ad. Commercial, Residential,
Construction Debris, Household trash,
Junk removal. Fully Insured. Reasonable
rates. www.CProlloffdumpsters.com.
607/299-4184
12a20
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Harry's Halloween Pictures

Harry Coleman has been giving his new
camera a real workout.
A couple of months ago his camera was
stolen from his vehicle that was parked
in his driveway.
A friend heard about it and within a couple of days enough money was donated
by about 7 people to replace the stolen
camera and lenses.
Now Harry is back stronger than ever,
taking pictures throughout the village
and outlying areas. Check his Facebook
page for some amazing color photos of
Cortland County's landscapes.

From: The Homer News
P.O. Box 125
Homer, NY 13077
Copyright © 2020

Deliver to:
LOCAL BOXHOLDER

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
HOMER NY
PERMIT No. 82

Historic Homer

Thanks to Stephanie
Spina of Homer for
creating and sending us
this crossword puzzle of
Historic Homer.
We'll have the solution in
the November 5 issue of
The Homer News.
Enjoy solving the puzzle.
See if you can do it without looking for answers in
published material.
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