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Around Town
Town of Homer to Raise
Dog License Fees Jan. 1
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based news-

paper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Dog owners in the Town and Village of Homer will be paying slightly more for
licensing their dogs in the coming year. Due to the increased cost of dog control
and licensing, dog license fees will be increasing from $7.50 per year for spayed
and neutered pets to $10.00 per year. Those with unspayed or unneutered dogs
will see an increase from $15.50 to $18.00. The Town has not increased its dog
license fees in 9 years, since 2004.
Any dog owners who have not yet paid their 2012 dog renewals will also be
subject to the increased license fee if they pay after December 31st.
New dog owners are reminded to contact the Town Clerk’s Office at the
Town Hall, 31 North Main Street, or call 749-4581 for information on licensing
them. All dogs must be licensed according to the New York State Department of
Agriculture & Markets.

Thoughts of a Hometown Barber

Editor:Donald Ferris

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of The Homer
News will be December 13,
2012.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is December 5, 2012.

Classifieds
BLIZZAK SNOW TIRES: Set of 4: 205 /
50 / R16’s M&B; Set of 4: 205 /65 / R15’s
M&B $200.00 per set. Call: 749-2097 3.12
BARN FOR RENT. Homer. 14,000 sq.
feet with 14 acres. Last used for sheep.
$600/month plus electric. 607-261-2597
3.12

FIREWOOD – SEASONED HARDWOOD,
delivered 10 miles, $70 face cord, larger
quantity or pick up for less $. 749-4624
(3.11)

BICYCLES - Due to lack of space I
must sell all of my bicycles at a very
3.10
low cost. Call 749-4191

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer residents.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
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Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,000 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2012 The Homer News
Printed by Paden Press

The Homer NEWS

P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Contributors

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Sara Watrous, Elaine
Norris, Lin Cohen, Matt Banazek
*Sports Writer /Photographer: John Zachary

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s and
Boys, Olde Homer House, Oh My Goodness Health
Foods, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl Space,
Lily Lanetree, Dandy Mart, Blue Frog Coffee House,
Gail’s Antiques and Collectibles, Brown’s Garage,
Poole’s Drive In, Kory’s Diner, Tops, Walgreen’s,
Hyde’s Diner, Natoli’s Market.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

Why did I open The Hometown Barber?
I grew up in my father’s barbershop. I can’t remember my first haircut because it happened long before I can remember anything.
My first memories: the sound of clippers, men talking and laughing with my Dad, the sound of a razor being honed on the stone in my
dad’s work-closet, the swish of the strop and the click-snip of shears over comb, the smell of cigarettes, cigars and pipe tobacco mixed
with hair tonics and aftershaves of every flavor. I remember kind older gentlemen whose faces would light up when they saw me. I
remember Mr. Haney who always had a nickel, a dime, or a piece of chocolate for me. And I remember my Dad’s face and stern voice
the day I expected it and Mr. Haney had nothing for me but a smile and a pat on the head. I recall sitting on my Dad’s knee in the barber
chair and following his finger as he read to me (I learned to read that way).
A couple of years back now, I sat in a barbershop with my friend Joel cutting my hair. I had spent some time sharing with him about
having been for some time unemployed. I told him that I had been praying that God would show me how to use the things I already
have to make a living for my family. I should not have been surprised at his response, but I was. “What are you doing with all of your
Dad’s old barbering equipment? Why don’t you think about being a barber?”
I opened my shop one year ago October 25, 2011. In many ways I’ve felt like it was a homecoming for me.
Why an Old Fashioned Shop?
I’m often asked why I chose an old fashioned theme or why I cater only to gentlemen and boys. There is something special about
a men’s barbershop that is generally missing in contemporary salons or other hair-cutting places. I can’t remember many of the stories
told in my Dad’s shop, or the gossip that was shared, but I do remember seeing men older than my Grandfather with tears in their eyes
saying “You’re the first person I’ve ever told that to.” after recounting some tale from their days in WWI or WWII. I learned there that men
need a place just for men, such as the Barber Shop where they can talk, open up, laugh and even cry with other men who understand,
and with young men who will watch and listen in awe. Men have a deep, and I believe God-given, response to spending time with other
men, young and old, whether commiserating with fellow war veterans or telling a story to the new kid. It gives us men the chance to be
strong and vulnerable at the same time – the chance to get and give advice, as well as time to be mentored and, in turn, mentor. You’ll
leave looking better, and maybe even looking at the world a little differently too.

Bridge Removal a Concern
With the removal of the Route
281 bridge, direct access to the businesses in Little York is interrupted.
Business owners are concerned that
their businesses will suffer during the
upcoming holiday marketing season.
With extended days and hours to
accommodate shoppers, Anderson’s
Farm market, Frog Pond Art Gallery,
The Crawl Space, A Kaleidoscope of
Quilts, and K & H Kawasaki ( Little
York Plantations is closed for the season) are worried. Detour signs send
motorists from Route 281 to Route 11
to Tully. No detour traffic sign directs
traffic back to Little York via the cross-

road except for small signs erected by
these businesses.
Crawl Space Owner, Sylvia Nye and
a Homer Business Association member contacted Bob Haight, Director of
Cortland County Chamber of Commerce;
Karen Niday, BDC- IDA; and Susan
Sandy, President of HBA and asked for
help with needed advertising to keep
the shopping traffic flowing to these
Little York, Town of Homer businesses.
Together, these agencies have agreed
to provide the support as requested. It
is a mutual goal of these agencies to
provide a collective and uniform voice
for businesses to improve and foster the

business climate that will contribute to a
healthy economy in our community. The
businesses in Little York are very grateful for this support from the Cortland
Chamber, BDC-IDA and HBA.
Sylvia Nye, The Crawl Space owner,
extends a warm welcome to community residents and visitors to the unique
shops in Little York during this holiday
shopping season. A short drive north
via Route 11 to the Little York Road
Crossroad west to Little York will reward
the adventuresome shopper with a wonderful shopping experience.
Kathleen Beardsley

The Homer News •November 29, 2012 •3

EVENTS CALENDAR
November 29 - Dec 1 Annual Craft Fair - The Homer First United Methodist Church
Thursday evening, November 29 thru Saturday morning, December 1. Thursday’s hours
will be from 3:30 pm until 5:00 pm. Friday from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm and will be open at
8 am for the Breakfast with Santa on Saturday. The breakfast with Santa will be a free will
offering. On Thursday evening and Friday there will be corn chowder and chili to eat in or
take out. The event will take place in the church basement, please enter through the rear
entrance, we are handicap accessible.
December 1, Sat. 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM 207 Barrows St., Groton
The Women Build team will finally be installing the windows at 207 Barrows Street! Women
Build volunteers - come one, come all - and help us seal up this house before Mother Nature
sends winter weather our way. Even if you can only join us for a portion of the day - there’s
plenty to do and we’d love your help!
December 1 - 10 am - until sold out Habitat for Humanity of Tompkins and Cortland Counties First Annual Cookie Walk at Center Ithaca on the Commons. Holiday Shoppers will
be able to fill boxes with cookies of their choice. One Stop shop for all your holiday cookie
needs

December 7 - 6:30 to 8:00 pm Christmas on the Green Ceremony. Bring children to see
Santa. Hot chocolate & cookies will be available.
December 15 - 10:30 am to 1:30 pm The Homer Farmers’ market will hold a special
Christmas market on December 15, at Phillips Free Library Community Room in Homer.
As always, the market features items produced within 30 miles of Homer. Come pick up
something special for your Christmas dinner or gifts for friends and family. Vendors will offer
a variety of products including winter vegetables and greens, jams, jellies, syrup and honey,
gourmet baked goods and granola, soaps and lotions, cleaning products, gifts and stocking
stuffers—all produced by your neighbors! For more information or to contact the market,
check us out at homerfarmersmarket.com or friend us on facebook!
As space permits, The Homer News will print a brief notice of your organization’s event
at no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we suggest you
purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines.
December 5 deadline for December 13th issue.

OBITUARIES
MAX A. STOKER, 85 of Rob San Drive, Homer NY passed away on Tuesday,
Nov. 20, 2012.

Ski and Snowboard Club
Registration Deadline December 14

Don’t be left out in the cold. Registration to participate in the Homer Ski and
Snowboard Club sponsored by the Village of Homer Recreation Department continues until December 14th. After that time, prices increase. Forms are available
at the recreation office, each school office (grades 3-12) and online at HomerNY.
org/ villageservices/recreation.
The Homer Ski and Snowboard Club is open to students in grades 3-12 and
their friends and families who live in the Homer area. Bus transportation is provided to Labrador Mountain for six weeks beginning in January. Younger members (grades 3-6) participate on Tuesdays and older members (grades7-12) on
Fridays. This is a popular program so sign up soon to assure a seat on the bus.

Cinquanti Real Estate Announces 20th
Annual Mitten Drive

A lifelong resident of Cortland County, he was born Feb. 3, 1927, a son of the
late Alson C. annd Carrie F. McConnell Stoker.
He served honorably in the U.S. Army from March 1945 to Sept. 1946 as a
paratrooper in World War II.
Max married his first wife,Shirley Cook, in 1948 and purchased his own dairy
farm in 1955. He retired from farming in thelate 1980’s and his wife Shirley
predeceased him in 1989.
He was a longtime and active member of the Scott United Methodist Church
and was insstrumental in the establishment of the Scott Senior Center.
He served as a Cortland County Legislator for 21 years, retiring in 2001; he
served on the Homer School Board, Cortland Bulk Milk Producers Board, Scott
Town Board, Cortland County Industrial Development Agency and the Soil
Conservation Board.
Max was also a life member of the Homer Grange and long time member of the
David Harum Senior Center. He served on the board of directors of the Atwater
Cemetery and was an RSVP volunteer driver for Meals on Wheels for 20 years.
In 2007 he was honored as the Cortland County Senior of the Year.
Surviving are his wife of 20 years, Marilyn Twentyman Stoker; four daughters, Janice (Sam) Cincotta of Cortland, Connie (James) Meisner of Saratoga
Springs, Nancy Ruscio (Joseph; deceased son-in-law) of Cortland and Brenda (Frank) Struder o f Cary, NC; stepchildren, Ellen Shirley and Dan (Patricia) Twentyman, both of Tully, Shari (Dan) Raymond of Cortland and Loribeth
(Paul) Dalton of Las Vegas, NV. also his sister, Barbara Crandall of Cortland,
sister-in-law Jean Stoker of Little York. He is also survived by 22 grandchildren,
21 greeat-grandchildren and several neices and nephews.

Cinquanti Real Estate Staff. Seated, l to r, Sandy Ludwig, Nicki Wynn, Steve Cinquanti,
Jim Pantas. Standing: Susan Briggs, Tim Alger, Sherri Masterson, Linda Muirhead,
Connie Mack.

Cinquanti Real Estate has kicked off their 20th season Mitten Drive, collecting donations from the Cortland County community. The first mitten drive was the brainchild of Bev Ryan who worked at Cinquanti Real Estate in 1993. They’ll accept new
or gently used, clean children’s mittens at their office on Rt 281 across from the
Homer High School. Office hours are 9 am to 5 pm Monday thru Friday.
If you don’t have mittens to donate, they’ll accept monetary donations to be used to
purchase new, needed items to add to the distributed items. Checks may be made
out to Cinquanti Real Estate, memo: mittens; and dropped off or mailed th 77 South
West St., Homer, NY 13077.
Please bring mittens by December 10th so they can be distributed before the
Christmas recess. Of course, donations will be accepted after that date, since the
need is onging with our central New York winters.

Funeral services were held Monday, November 26 at the Scott United Methodist Church with Pastor John Aukema and Pastor Rebecca West co-officiating.
Interment with military honors followed at the Scott Union Cemetery.

3.15
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Visit our Deli!!!

We have a variety of cold sub sandwiches,
small and large.
Choose from:
Ham, Turkey, Roast Beef, Tuna, Chicken Salad, Pepperoni, 3 Cheese, or Bologna.
Add Provolone, American or Swiss Cheese, and Mayonnaise, Mustard, Tomato, Onion, Black Olive, Hot
Pepper, Dill Pickle, Lettuce, Italian Dressing, Salt &
Pepper, Oregano, and Parmesan Cheese.

We also have Deli Potato and Macaroni Salad
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Homer Town Historian Reports
by Martin Sweeney, Historian, Town of Homer
These are the highlights of a written report covering the time from
November 1, 2011 to November 1,
2012, offered in oral presentation to
the Town Board on Nov.7, 2012.
Administrative Tasks: As requested
by the Director of the Homer Center
for the Arts, I submitted a letter of full
support for the Center’s application
for state funds to create and promote
a Route 90 Scenic Byway between
Homer and Aurora and to renovate the
“Fountain House” into a visitor’s center/
museum. This will be a place filled with
local artifacts and offering information
about Historic Homer, guided walking tours, and brochures about the
“Heritage Byway.”
Research Requests: For the Homer
Center for the Arts, I compiled a narrative of what it would be like to travel
in June of 1876 (nation’s centennial)
from Homer to Aurora via a stagecoach
over the Albany Post Road (Route 90).
Historical material was provided by The
Inns of Aurora and all the town historians along Route 90. The research and
compilation took two months, May and
June. The narrative continues to be
polished and may end up as a brochure
marketed by the Center for the Arts.
Research by Others: On October 7,
Dr. Pam Poulin of Preble provided
material she researched on the Sherman Exchange and Mansion built in
the 1820s. William Sherman made and
sold the first machine-made iron nails in
NYS and West of the Hudson River. His
home was in recent years the Briggs
Funeral Home on Main Street. The
research material will be used in applying for a grant for a historical marker
to be installed in 2013. Poulin was
responsible for much of the research
required to obtain grant money for the
historical marker erected at the childhood home of feminist activist Amelia
Jenks Bloomer on N. Main Street.
Work in Progress: On September
29, Oct. 8, and Oct. 27 Sue and Ron
Clark of Jordan-Elbridge area worked
under my supervision from 9:30 AM -2
PM on digitizing the first three books
of Town Minutes (starting with 1795),
the Tax List for 1881-82 of the Union
School District No. 1, Town of Homer,
an undated book of tax assessments
for 19__, and several books of early
court records.
Presentations Done: I have given
over nine public talks during the year
since last November 1. On the evening
of September 20, as town historian I
addressed the Onondaga County Civil
War Round Table. Many were amazed
to learn of Homer’s connections to
Lincoln and amazed (as was I) at the
uncanny resemblance of a Carpenter descendant in the audience to his
artistic ancestor’s images I had brought
along.
Meetings Attended: I attended a

3.14

dozen meetings this year with individuals and groups on mostly planning. On
September 19, I attended a meeting
in Cortland of area civic leaders and
artists. The meeting was facilitated by
representatives of the CNY Arts Council.
They are seeking input as to ways they
can bring about greater collaboration
in the CNY region in promoting heritage and cultural tourism. I presented
my vision for the region, which centers
around Historic Homer and the Center
for the Arts.
Workshops Attended: I attended three
workshops this year. On August 28, I
attended, with three other Homerites,
and at our own expense, the Path
Through History Conference held at
the Capitol in Albany. The Governor
announced that funds would be provided for signage and marketing for historic
sites in NYS. Only the 1890 House, the
CNY Living History Museum, and SUNY
Cortland were considered “priority sites”
in Cortland County. My efforts in a
regional discussion and in a personal
talk with the Governor yielded no assistance for the Historic District of Homer,
though the keynote speaker, Harold
Holzer, did allude to the role Homer’s
Eli DeVoe played in saving Lincoln’s life
in 1861. I will attend another regional
conference this month in Cazenovia to
lobby again for Historic Homer to be
included in the Governor’s Initiative.
Acquisitions: Some fourteen items
were donated this year to the Town
archives. Three were brought for the
Board to see firsthand.
In early July, Harley Albro donated to
the Town archives a softball bat of medium grip manufactured by the Comet Bat
Co. that once was located on Route. 11,
north of the village. They once made
bats for the Yankees.
On August 7, Dr. John Gustafson donated an 1855 copy of “A Poem on Woman’s Rights” by Alvin Bennett of McLean,
NY. The poem is anti- equality of women
with men “in matters pertaining to government.” Alvin was likely a relative of
the first Baptist minister of Homer, and
the tract in verse was printed by Dixon
& Case of the Sherman Block in Homer.
A portion was recited at the unveiling
of the Bloomer marker on 9/16. (The
same portion was read before the Board
and generated amusing comments and
laughter.)
On August 8, Charles Yaple, fellow
author and professor emeritus at SUNY
Cortland, donated a significant piece of
ephemera. He had recently purchased
in Pennsylvania an original edition of
Westcott’s best-seller of 1898, David
Harum. Upon opening the book, out fell
a letter on The Merchants National Bank
(Syracuse) letterhead. Addressed to a
Cashier of the Second National Bank of
Hagerstown, MD and dated November
22, 1899, it essentially indicates that the
estate of the late author from Syracuse

may be due further royalties for the
book. The writer also indicates that he
and Westcott were personal friends
working “side by side for many years
in the banking business,” and that “it is
fortunate for his family to have such a
rememberance [sp]of their father as the
book he left.”
The new year has commenced with
a donation requiring Board action.
Former Homer teacher Bill Lindberg
donated this week three large photographs of the Homer Academy, two of
which reveal the extent of the fire of
1945. One is an aerial shot, apparently
taken from the steeple of the nearby
Congregational Church. Sweeney presented five options for what to do with
these images. The Board acted upon
his preference, which was to ask the
Homer Board of Education if they would

be willing to accept the images “on permanent loan” and have them framed
and preserved under plexiglass for display at the Homer Elementary School
(the site of the fire of 1945).

3.13
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Phillips Free Library News
						

Fiction Matters
Back in the 1600s, Puritans and
Quakers disdained the reading of fiction. Quakers actually forbade it until
probably the 1800s. They both felt it
was entertainment and people should
focus on devotion to God and things
that are “real.” Some days, it doesn’t
feel like things have changed much.
I have a husband, after all, who
won’t read fiction because “it isn’t real.”
I understand preferring non-fiction, but
I don’t always understand why people
think it’s more valuable, or more real.
And now the schools are adopting a
common core standard that emphasizes non-fiction and factual information, which because I am a perpetually
irritated person, just irritates me more! It
appears that we think there is so much
information in the world that no one
has room in their brains for stories. “All
we want are the facts, ma’am,” as Joe
Friday would say.
So, imagine my delight when I found
out there is not only room in our brains
for stories, but that our brains run on stories. I’ve been reading Wired for Story
by Lisa Cron, which outlines the scientific research into how the human brain
works and how that relates to stories.
It seems that our brains have evolved
so that they process all the information
coming in and pull out only the really
important facts. That way we aren’t
inundated with unnecessary information, but presented with the ones crucial
to survival. Things like, “Oh, look there’s
a dorsal fin in the water. Shark! Get out
of the water now!” The brain couldn’t do
that if it didn’t know a good story when it
heard it. And we’d all be toast if it wasn’t
for the brain’s story telling prowess.
The human brain loves a good story
and therefore, we learn best through stories. We, for instance, remember more
things that we heard as a story, than we
pick up from reading dry facts. Stories
trigger emotions, which are important
for helping us make decisions. And
stories teach us how to imagine “what
if?” “What if” isn’t just important to writers, it’s something we all need if we are
going to draw conclusions and prepare
for possible outcomes.
One of the reasons people see fiction

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Election Day 2012

First Deer

as “fluff,” is that it’s not just about facts
but about emotions. And what a bad rap
emotions have gotten! But it turns out
emotions are important when it comes
to our ability to process information and
make decisions. Brain research has
shown that people who have information, but don’t feel anything, can’t make
decisions. We need to feel something,
in order to be able to decide what really
matters, what’s the most important thing
to do of the myriad items on the to do
list.
When we read a story and are truly
invested with the character, our emotions are triggered. We feel what the
character is feeling. MRIs have shown
that the same parts of our brain, that
are activated by a particular emotion
or experience, are also activated when
we read about that experience happening to a fictional character. We actually
learn from a fictional character’s experiences, just as we learn from our own.
So, I don’t need to go down into a dark
basement to investigate that strange
noise knowing there’s a psycho on
the loose, because I’ve seen and read
about a multitude of stupid horror story
characters doing just that – and fright
has taught me to learn from their stupidity. But more important, novels can
teach us so much about being friends,
about caring for others, about practicing
empathy.
Whether historical fiction inspires
us with a fascination for a particular
time period, or caring about a character
helps us to empathize, fiction have a lot
to teach us. So, give your brain the fix
it’s been longing for, a good story. It isn’t
fluff. It’s what our minds run on.

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time with

Miss Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am. Story time is held
every Wednesday that school is in session.
Upcoming themes are:
Dec. 5th – Penguins
Dec. 12th – Toys
Dec. 19th – Christmas Party
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story
and activity program for children in
K-2nd grades meets every Thursday

Voter turnout on Election Day was
heavy in the Town of Homer. There
were lines waiting to sign in and to place
ballots in the machines almost the entire day.
It was reminiscent of Election Day
2008. All 3 legislative districts voted in
the Community Building that year. This
year only 2 legislative districts voted in
the Community Building.
Photo above shows a father accompanied by his son waiting to sign in.
during the school year at 3:10 pm.
Rockin’ Readers does not meet during
school breaks or on snow days.
Upcoming themes are:
Nov. 29th – Bathtub Party Day
Dec. 6th – Monkey Day
Dec. 13th – St. Lucia’s Day
Dec. 20th – Cat Herder’s Day
Dec. 27th – no program
Books and Movies with Ben
Saturday, Dec. 8th at 10:00 am, Ben,
the Golden Retriever, will be hosting a
showing of the movie Tangled, an animated retelling of the story of Rapunzel.
Join Ben and his co-host, Mrs. Little for
the movie, a discussion of the story and
popcorn!
Teen Writing Group
If you are in 5th through 9th
grade and interested in writing, join the
Teen Writing group. The group meets
Tuesdays at 4:00 pm when school is

Dominick Natale, right, age 12 shot his
first ever deer with bow and arrow while
hunting with his grandfather, Frank
Natale, left.
Dominick is on his way to becoming an
accomplished sportsman like his grandfather and his father. His dad, Rocky,
delivers for UPS in the Homer area.

in session. We discuss the elements of
a good story including plot, character
development, and setting. The group
also reads books to discuss what works
and what doesn’t and to use those ideas
in improving our own writing. There’s
always time to write and a chance to get
feedback from other writers. Whether
you write fantasy or mystery, come join
your fellow writers.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreeli-

brary.org

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday		
Saturday

10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
2 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077
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156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC
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Doing Her Part for Hurricane
Sandy Relief

Don Ripley

On Veterans Day we met with Don Ripley, a World War II Navy veteran, to
discuss his experiences.
Don was born in July 1922 at 4 Copeland Ave. in Homer and graduated from
the Homer Academy in 1940. He has lived most of his adult life in Homer. He
currently resides on part of what was his family’s farm. They had a large barn
that housed cows and chickens across the street from his current house.
After graduating from high school Don worked at Eaton’s Furniture Studio,
which was located on S. Main St., where Crozier’s Gun Room used to be.
In 1942 Don enlisted in the U.S. Navy. His basic training was at Sampson
Naval Base on Seneca Lake. (Sampson now houses a naval museum in some
of the original buildings.)
His first assignment after basic training was on the aircraft carrier USS Bellau
Wood, starting in Philadelphia. They sailed around South America to the
Pacific Ocean. After a stop in San Diego, they proceeded to Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii. “It was pretty messy when I got there,” Don said. Don served as a
radio man on the Bellau Wood. There were three radio areas on the ship, and
Don was originally in the radio area on the main deck. The captain reassigned
him to a radio room two decks down, and that saved his life. He served for two
years on the Bellau Wood before it was hit by a Japanese suicide pilot that
had been shot down by the carrier. When the plane hit the aircraft carrier, the
explosion and fire wiped out flight deck radio area and killed the radio man who
was working there. 92 men were lost in that attack.
The ship came back to Hunters Point, California for repairs, and Don was
transferred to a seagoing tugboat to serve out the remainder of his tour until
he was discharged.
When he came back to Homer, Don went back to work at Eaton’s Furniture
Studio. The furniture studio relocated to the building on N. Main St., which
now houses Heyer Physical Therapy practice. It was also located over Dewey
Dry Cleaners, and in a barn on James Street. Later, Don worked at Palmer’s
Used cars on S. Main St. (now Stupid Choppers) and then moved the business
across the street to the building now occupied by Fox Properties. In the mid
1950’s Don relocated the business to Cortland in a building on Grant Street
he purchased from Goodale Dairy. For several years, Don’s Auto Upholstery
fabricated and installed the interior panels on Brockway trucks. The business
employed six installers plus sewing machine operators who fabricated the
panels. Don and his wife both worked in the business. Their son, Glenn (Duff),
came home after his first year in college and told his parents that he was not
going back to school and that he wanted to work in the family business.
Now, several years later, Duff owns and operates the business. Don’s wife
passed away a few years ago, but today, at the age of 90, he still goes to
work every day at the auto upholstery business. You can also see him walking downtown in the village of Homer when the weather is good. He is still in
excellent health, and takes no medication. He makes a daily visit to the Homer
American Legion Post in the afternoon to enjoy a glass of wine.

Shaila Panigua, a student at Randall School, wanted to help those suffering from the devastation of Hurricane Sandy. The 9 year old, a close family
friend of Phil and Carol Leet of Prospect St, set up a lemonade stand next to
Hi-Lanes on a recent Sunday afternoon. She and her loyal friend MacKenzie
raised $60.00 which was sent to the Red Cross to aid the victims of Hurricane
Sandy.

Brewster House Holiday Exhibit

A display of Nativity and Chanukah objects will be exhibited on Saturday,
December 8 from 1-4 PM in the Activity Room of the Elizabeth Brewster House.
Nativity sets that have special meaning to the owner as well as some from
various countries will be displayed. In addition, other collections relating to the
holiday season will also be displayed. Items celebrating the Chanukah season
will also exhibited.
A Nativity scene or Creche, also known as a manger scene, is a depiction
of the birth of Jesus as described in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. Nativity
scenes contain figures representing the infant Jesus, his mother Mary, and
Joseph. Other characters may include shepherds, the Magi, angels and farm
animals. The manger represents a barn or cave intended to accommodate
farm animals. A donkey, ox and camels are typically a part of the scene. One
of the sets to be displayed comes from the Holy Land and was made of olive
wood by a Palestinian wood carver. They are made in small wood shops, some
by machine tools but finished by hand. To seal the finish, they are dipped in a
finishing product.
In the Jewish faith, the lighting of the Menorah begins after nightfall on
Saturday, December 8 this year, and concludes eight days later. It symbolizes
the miracle of the one day’s supply of oil that lasted eight days.
The Dreidel commemorates the courage of children whose Torah schools
were outlawed. While studying in the forest, they would play with their dreidels
when the authorities were near.

Don has two daughters, Vicky in Florida and Susan in New Jersey in addition
to his son “Duff” in Cortland.

Gelt, or money, is given to children to teach them to increase in charity and
good deeds.

For his service to our country, we offer Don a sincere “Thank You” and also to
all who have served in the U.S. military.

The public is invited to join in this display in observance of both the Christian
and Jewish faiths.
Refreshments will be served.
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Decorating for Christmas
Sara and Chris Carle have been decorating their
home and yard on Clinton Street for Christmas
for several years. Each year they have added
new items to the display, but Chris says, “This
is it, I’m not adding any more pieces. It’s getting
to be too much work to set it up.”
Most of the decorations are made by Chris,
who is a craftsman with a welder. He has a
metal sculpture in the front yard, and many of
the pieces are made of bent wire that is then
welded into the final form and painted or left
natural.
This year Chris rented a bucket truck to make
the setup easier. He and Sara spend numerous
hours planning and putting the decorations in
just the right place, along with help from Chris’
mom. Chris uses conventional light bulbs, no
LED’s. He uses “sound boxes” to control
the lights with the music. You can listen to
the music that runs the light show on your
FM radio.

Chris and Sara Carle in front of their home on
Clinton Street, taking a break from decorating.

On Saturday, Dec. 15th Santa will be there
with candy canes and a fire pit for warmth
and “atmosphere”.
A “first” this year, Sara and Chris are accepting donations to help fund the project.
And, after New Years if there’s a break
in the weather, they would welcome any
help in taking the decorations down. If the
weather does not cooperate they will leave
the decorations up until warm weather.
Sara hands Chris a 5’ star to be hung for the display.

