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Around Town

Town Board News

The Homer Town Board met on December 5 at the Town Hall.

The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.
Editor:Donald Ferris

Bill Chamberlain of the Finger Lakes Group, an Employee Benefits Consulting
company, presented several options for the Town Board to consider concerning employee health benefits. Currently the employees have a Health Savings
Account program. He proposed changing to a Health Reimbursement Account
program which would have some small savings for the Town if the change was
made.

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of The Homer
News will be December 27,
2012.
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is December 19, 2012.

After lengthy discussion, the consensus of the board was to keep the program
as it is for 2013, since they didn’t feel they had adequate time to fully consider
the options. Also entering into their decision was the fact that there are very
likely changes to be made in 2013 due to enactment by the federal government
of the Affordable Care Act. The board did agree to review the situation in 2013,
possibly prior to the 2014 budget being adopted.
3.13

Highway Superintendent John Phelps reported on the activities of the department. The mower tractor needed repairs to the transmission and clutch. The
plow trucks are all ready for winter work. The town has recently purchased two
used trucks that have had very little use and has saved the town a substantial
amount of money. In early 2013 the town will be taking possession of a third
used truck from the Town of Cazenovia.
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Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer residents.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
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editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.
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Village Board News
The Homer Village Board has received November activity reports from the various departments.
The DPW/Water department had a busy month in November. The controls on
the water tank on Wolfe Road had to be repaired after being struck by lightning.
Leaf pickup and brush removal consumed a lot of time.
There was another water main break on Route 11that took most of a day to repair. Fortunatley, it did not reauire cutting the pavement.
The nativity scene on the Village Green was put up.
A safety evaluation by PESH was conducted to verify compliance with OSHA
requirements. The Village did very well in the compliance area.
Police Department had a busy month. All members of the department are TASER certified. The TASERS are in and once the Police Chief has the use policy
and procedure approved, the officerw will be carrying the TASERS. The Chief
feels that these are great tools for Police Officers as they cause far less injury to
a person than hands on, impact weapons, pepper spray and firearms.To date,
the department has issued 493 tickets, an average of 50 per month.
Fire Department - The heater was repaired in the alarm room. the Fire Chief
has baeen attending numerous meetings within the department and with the
County boards. He attended the Bootcamp gradustion for firefighter Noelle Rayman. She has completed the nearly 150 hours of instruction and skill sessions
and was awarded the NYS Fire Traaining certificates for her work.
The mini rescue truck 542 is in the body shop for repairs.
The Department recently fought a fire on Creech Road in the town of Summerhill. 32 members were involved on a cold and windy night.
Glenwood Cemetery - The crew did the final cleanup for the season. The cemetery is closed for the winter and will open on April 2, 2013.
Village Planning Board - The Village Planning Board reviewed the site plan by
Dennis Morgan of Preble for the property that was formerly Cindy’s and prior to
that, Kwik Shake. After the public hearing on the site plan, the board approved
the plan with the changes recommended by the County Planning Board. Mr.
Morgan stated that he hopes to be open before Christmas.

Save Money on Your
Next Entertaining
Affair With Style
(NewsUSA) - Entertaining guests
lends itself to simplicity, so throwing
an impromptu party can be easy and
budget-friendly.
Here are some tips for the party planner on a budget:
* Divide and conquer. To stay relaxed
and keep the budget in check, invite a
group of friends to help coordinate the
party. Splitting up decoration and foodpreparation tasks will reduce costs and
the strain on the host.
* Keep drinks simple. Instead of overspending on ingredients for signature
cocktails, consider offering wine. Boxed
wine has enjoyed increased popularity,
and for good reason. Bota Box (www.
botabox.com) offers premium Cabernet
Sauvignon, Chardonnay, Malbec,
Merlot, Moscato, Shiraz, RedVolution
(red wine blend) and Old Vine Zinfandel
in non-breakable packaging. Each box
contains the equivalent of four bottles
of wine and eliminates the need for a
corkscrew.
Better yet, boxed wine can keep your
party eco-friendly as well as budgetfriendly. Bota Box labels are printed
with soy-based inks on recycled paper
that contains 100 percent post-consumer fiber and is 100 percent recyclable.
* Keep the menu simple, fresh and
laid back. Let guests mingle and eat at
their own pace by setting up a centrally
located table displaying small bites and
finger foods. Ideas include an antipasto
platter with an array of cured meats,
hummus and olives, sliced cubano quesadillas, smoked salmon and dill on
halved new potatoes, mini hamburger
sliders, and chocolate chip cookies.
* Keep decorations simple. Simple
décor is most suitable for last-minute
entertaining, but it can also be just as
effective for parties planned well in
advance. Unpack white lights from holiday storage, and string them around
the common or bar area for a subtle
glow. Take a peek in the linen closets
for double-duty décor. Mix and match
various shapes and sizes of white or
clear glass plates, with a variety of fun,
patterned cloth napkins.
To learn more about Bota Box, visit
them on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/botabox.
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EVENTS CALENDAR
December 15 - 10:30 am to 1:30 pm The Homer Farmers’ market will hold a special
Christmas market, at Phillips Free Library Community Room in Homer. As always, the
market features items produced within 30 miles of Homer. Come pick up something special
for your Christmas dinner or gifts for friends and family. Vendors will offer a variety of products including winter vegetables and greens, jams, jellies, syrup and honey, gourmet baked
goods and granola, soaps and lotions, cleaning products, gifts and stocking stuffers—all
produced by your neighbors! For more information or to contact the market, check us out
at homerfarmersmarket.com or friend us on facebook!
December 16 - Breakfast Buffet - Homer Elks Lodge. 8 am to 11 am. Open to the Public
82 Cortland St., Homer. Eggs, Waffles, Pancakes, Homer Fries, Bacon, Sausage Gravy w/
Biskits, Coffee, Juice, Toast.
December 16 - REALLY REALLY FREE MARKET! Noon to 5 pm. at the Cortland YWCA,
14 Clayton Ave., Cortland. Sponsored by the McGraw Environmental Club. An event where
you can bring anything used (NOT broken, dirty or huge) or new that you don’t want. Then,
shop for FREE. (A totally, totally free garage sale) Reusing is more environmentally friendly
than recycling. Help your community and Earth by not adding to the waste in the landfills.
As space permits, The Homer News will print a brief notice of your organization’s event
at no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we suggest you
purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines.
December 19 deadline for December 27th issue.

Ski and Snowboard Club Early Bird
Deadline December 14
Registration to participate in the
Homer Ski and Snowboard sponsored
by the Village of Homer Recreation
Department continues until December
14th. After that time, prices do increase.
Forms are available at the recreation
office, each school office (grades 3-12)
and online at HomerNY.org/ villageservices/recreation.
The Homer Ski and Snowboard
Club is open to students in grades 3-12

and their friends and families who live
in the Homer area. Bus transportation
is provided to Labrador Mountain for six
weeks beginning in January. Younger
members (grades 3-6) go on Tuesdays
and older members (grades7-12) on
Fridays. For more information call the
Recreation Department during office
hours at 749-2161, or e-mail us at
HomerRecDir@gmail.com, or call 7497465 anytime.

News from the Library

Santa on the Village Green
Santa Claus made an appearance on
the Village Green on December 7th.
Prior to his arrival, the Homer School
Chorus and Band entertained the large
crowd of children and adults with seasonal musical selections.
After the lighting of the tree, Santa rode
in on a Homer Fire Truck.
At right, Santa and one of the youngsters pose for a photo.
Hot Cocoa and molassed cookies were
served by Randy Lewis of Linani’s.
The event was sponsored by the Village
of Homer Recreation Department.

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

You Really Should Read This
When I hate a book, it’s pretty
easy to figure out why. It’s figuring out
why I love something that is so much
harder. Usually, I’m so enthralled with
the story and characters I can’t put the
book down long enough to see what the
individual merits of the book are. And
then there’re individual tastes, which
are very hard to understand. Mine are
fairly unique. So, I always cringe when
someone say “you really should read
this book.”
First, I’m trying to get the word
“should” out of my vocabulary. Which
some days makes it hard to say anything. And second, the older I get the
less time there is to waste on books
that just don’t suit my tastes; which are
eclectic, irreverent, slightly blood thirsty
and always thirsting for justice. Slow,
sweet stories usually don’t cut it.
But, after several people (you
know who you are) insisted I read
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey, I succumbed. The first chapter was torture;
depressing, gray, slow. I put the book
down for a month. Only to pick it up
again when I was shamed into it and
told it would improve. I don’t usually
give books more than a chapter to catch
me. Like, I said, I’m getting old and life
it getting too short. But, I picked it back
up and began to read again. Guilt does
occasionally work on me.
And, I was captured. To be
honest, I kept reading and wondering

why. Ivey doesn’t perform any verbal
gymnastics. The language is simple,
not lyrical. There is little of no action.
But in the quietest way, she evokes a
time and a place. I felt the biting cold of
an Alaskan winter, the grey dark days
that seeped into her characters bones
and souls, the fear and depression.
And also the moments of joy, throwing
snowballs as soft snow fell, the warmth
of friendship, the realization that one
will survive, maybe even thrive.
And Ivey does something else
for her readers. She trusts our intelligence. She doesn’t tell us exactly what
happens. She lets us decide for ourselves. There’s the element of the mystical and magical in The Snow Child
and although, I wouldn’t call it fantasy, I
would say that it evokes the possibility
of miracles simply because Ivey lets us
decide for ourselves if the events are
miraculous or not. The Snow Child
does what good fiction always does, it
teaches us. It allows us to experience
the characters feelings, fears and joys,
and their growth. Through that experience, we can grow ourselves.
So if you are looking for a book
for a cold winter night, you really should
read The Snow Child. It doesn’t even
have dragons in it and I still read it.
What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings
at 10:30 am. Story time is held every
Wednesday that school is in session.

Upcoming themes are:
Dec. 19th – Christmas Party
No program on Dec. 26th
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story
and activity program for children in
K-2nd grades meets every Thursday
during the school year at 3:10 pm.
Rockin’ Readers does not meet during
school breaks or on snow days.
Upcoming themes are:
Dec. 13th – St. Lucia’s Day
Dec. 20th – Cat Herder’s Day
Dec. 27th – no program

Classifieds
BLIZZAK SNOW TIRES: Set of 4: 205 /
50 / R16’s M&B; Set of 4: 205 /65 / R15’s
M&B $200.00 per set. Call: 749-2097 3.12
BARN FOR RENT. Homer. 14,000 sq.
feet with 14 acres. Last used for sheep.
$600/month plus electric. 607-261-2597
3.12

FIREWOOD – SEASONED HARDWOOD,
delivered 10 miles, $70 face cord, larger
quantity or pick up for less $. 749-4624
(3.11)

Reading/Reception for Teen Writing
Group
Thursday, Dec. 20th at 6:30 pm
– Join us for a reading by the writers
of the Teen Writing Group. There’ll be
refreshments and members will read
from their works in progress. Everyone
is welcome.
The group is open to any 5th
through 9th grader who is interested
in writing. The group meets Tuesdays
at 4:00 pm when school is in session. Members discuss the elements
of a good story including plot, character development, and setting. There’s
always time to write and a chance to get
feedback from other writers.
The group also reads books to
discuss what works and what doesn’t
and to use those ideas in improving
our own writing. They’ll be reading
Runemarks by Joanne Harris for the
month of January.

Holiday Hours
Saturday, Dec. 22nd – 10 am – 2 pm
Monday, Dec. 24th – Closed
Tuesday, Dec. 25th – Closed
Wednesday, Dec. 26th – 2 pm – 8 pm
Thursday, Dec. 27th – 2 pm – 8 pm
Friday, Dec. 28th – 2 pm – 6 pm
Saturday, Dec. 29th – 10 am – 2 pm
Monday, Dec. 31st – 10 am – 4 pm
Tuesday, Jan 1st – Closed
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

3.15
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Homer High School Roll & Merit List
1st Quarter
Honor Roll (89.5 – 100)
Grade 9:
Eleanor Anderson, Nathan Apker,
Jack Bancroft, James Belton, Nathan
Burroughs, Joshua Button, Chandler
Champion, Joel Christopher, Rachael
Church, Zachary Clark, Shannon
Cole, Nathan Cottrell, McKayla
Crawford, Cameron Cronk, James
Denkenberger, Kimberly Dieroff,
Madison Dimorier, Emily Elliott,
Julia Fouts, Matthew Fox, Madeline
Gallagher, Kennedy George, Alexis
Gilbert, Abby Gray, Tighe Gugerty,
Christine Han,Brianna Hawks, Lauren
Hoffmann, Jacob Hollister, Andrew
Jacobi, Madeline Jennings, Kylie
Joseph, Mary Keefe, Jordan Laundry,
Emily Lawrence, Alexander Levitskiy,
Garrett Lewis, Beck Lundeen,
Meghan McGrath, Sondra McMahon,
Jasmine Morgan, Brenton Newcomb,
Alexander Parker, Sophia Pizzola,
Samantha Robbins, Kathryn Ryan,
Nicholas Sahm, Joseph Settineri,
Victoria Shevchuk, Ana Shore,
Dimitriy Sokolik, Mark Suits, Timothy
Swenson, Evan Ulrich, Kenian
Ulrich, Molly Ulrich, Brody Urban,
Melanie Videto, Matthew Walling,
Hanna Whalen, Noah Williams,Dylan
Williams-Bachman, Carolyne Yonta
Grade 10:
Nicholas Barnard, Anthony Basile,
Robin Baumeister, Julia Brazo,
Jacob Brown, Lydia Brown, Nathan
Bush, Lucy Connery, Alex Contento,
Andrew Cottrell, Emily Cottrell, Sarah
Denkenberger, Nicholas Dentes,
Jessica DeLine, Katherine Fuller,
Ann Gantt, Emily Groulx, Nicholas
Gurrera, Grace Gugerty, Tyler
Hatfield, Bradley Keith, Marnie Kodya,
Stephanie Kristof, Bradley Laman,
Erin Leach, Anthony Levitskiy, Hilary
Luety, Stephanie McGory, William
McLaughlin,
Sara
McNamara,
Padraig McSherry, Matthew Metcalf,
Janessa Morelli, Megan Neuman,
Steven Novello, Kelsey Pierson,
Meghan Rahner, Dean Riley, Tasha
Robertson, Frank Ruggeri, Timothy
Russell, Marissa Sackett, Zackary
Sovocool, Shannon Spencer, Erica
Stevens, Emily Stupke, Joshua
Thompson, Betty Toolan, Daniel
Turck, Tyler Wallace, Elizabeth Walter,
Emilie Whittington, Taylar Williams
Grade 11:
Hannah Agate, Brandon Austin,
Daniel Beiter, Chastity Bracero,
Baylee
Buchanan,
Nicholas
Cinquanti, Amanda Cochran, Zackary
Crawford, Jonathon Davis, Millet
Deangles, Meghan Dieroff, Kailee
Dimorier, Carly Dove, Jacob Elkins,
Devan Ellis, Chase Ely, Caitlyn
England, Kristen Fuller, Liam George,
Jacob Gray, Erik Gustafson, Emma
Gutchess, Freideric Handelmann,
Kyle Hirschfield, Nicholas Holcomb,
Brynn Hyde, Alice Jenkins, Clarissa
Lafavor, Brittany McCorduck, Rachel
McNeil, Matthew Norris, Lukas
Pizzola, Joshua Sands, Lisa Sharpe,
Connor Simonetta, Tamsin Smith,
Hannah Stoddard, Jack Stokoe,
Sarah Willsey
Grade 12:
Stephanie Barlow, Alyssa Bowling,
Travis Brown, Jessika Buckley,
Dallas Butler, Tamalyn Carr, Jekeytha
Carter-Adkins, Rachel Case, Casey
Cleary, Nathan Cole, Alexis Conway,
Jonathan Cottrell, Adam Dangler,
Laura Dart, Breeanna Dexter, Mark
Dove, Devon Drake, James Durkee,
Kelsey Elliott, Emillie Galeotti,
Jasminique Harris, Killian Hart,
Brytney Hatfield, Nathan Hawks, Ian
Heath, Lucia Helgren, Sean Herman,
Sarah Holl, Richard Howell, Cody
Johnson, Rachel Keefe, Michael

Lavere, Deanna Levitskiy, Logan
McEvoy, Jessica McGory, Sarah
Mehdi, Zachary Moore, Rachel Murray,
Janelle O’Gorman, Lara Pluemer,
Emma Porter, Brittany Randolph,
Andrew Reygers, Briahna Reynolds,
Kelsey Root, Alex Rosato, Brooke
Ryan, Bradley Sciera, Alison Sears,
Alexis Settineri, Braeden Sharer,
Lauren Smith, Nathan Stockwin,
Paul Suits, Lexington Swartwood,
Julianne Thomas, Natasha Toolan,
Andras Tozser, Nikea Ulich, Maria
Urban, Jessica Walter, Liam Whalen,
Rhiannon Wynn, Sara Yonta
Merit List (84.5 – 89.4)
Grade 9:
Kendra Allen, Emily Aloi, Victoria
Anderson, Darrick Baldwin, Tianna
Brown, Casper Burda, Dylan Bush,
Hannah Casey, Lucas Conger,
Gabrielle Contento, Kayla Coon, Tara
Daley, Tayla Daley, Joshua Dugan,
Mackenzie Gratton, Makayla Grisel,
Nicholas Halliwell, Paige Hatfield,
Jacob Jensen, Sarah Jensen,
Nicholas Johnson, Benjamin Larkin,
Nathaniel Marko, Adrienne Newcomb,
Ryan Parker, David Perfetti, Joel
Perfetti, Christian Pittsley, Jerrad
Reiner, Jared Rogers, Kayla Roos,
Samantha Shephard, Ian Stoddard,
India Swartwood, Theodore Truter,
Ryan Wainwright, Nicholas Yarnell,
Anna Young
Grade 10:
Halie Atkins, Hiland Bush, Jessica
Cargen, Jaskirat Dhillon, Jackson
Dowdle, Kenneth Ellis, Lauren Fisher,
Vincent Fittanto, Drew Gardner, Baylie
Goddard, Connor Haldane, Vincent
Harris, Kiersten Hawks, Jacob Hayes,
Tyler Holcomb, Keshia Hyer, Harmony
Johnson, Colin Lake, Griffin Langhans,
Sonya Larabie, Tala McCracken,
Allyson McLyman, Mary Mercer,
Diedre Murray, Mara Nasiatka, Philip
Niver, Natali Partigianoni, Tayler Peck,
Andrew Potter, Erin Stafford, Mary
Stupke, Alfonsina Tarsetti, Nathaniel
Ulrich, Sophie Whittington
Grade 11:
Jade Auchmoody, Chelsie Beard,
Christopher Brown, Weston Button,
Bryan Cavellier, John Connery, Mary
Cope, Hailey Day, Gwyneth Dodd,
Nadine Downing, Rebecca Eichorst,
Courtney Fisher, David Guest, Nicole
Hoffman, Montana Klotz, Daniel
L’Hommedieu, Evan Lewis, Danielle
Litzen, Jared LoGerfo, Jonathon
Lyman, Mikayla MacNeill, Hannah
McEvoy, Shaun McGrath, Alana
McRae, Brian Mitchell, Adam Ocon,
John Osterhoudt, Emaleigh Perry,
Eric Petrie, Kory Platt, Dallas Ray,
Elizabeth Redenback, Courtney
Schwager, Lindsay Sears, Zachary
Seymour, Nathanie Vandoren, Kimmie
Yeager
Grade 12:
Joshua Apker, Thomas Belton,
Daphne Burda, Nickolas Burton,
Kayla Cargen, Sabrina Clark, Chaylyn
Cleveland, Sean Ferrito, Kyle Gibbons,
Nicholas Gordon, Jennifer Griffin,
Travis Hallock, Shannon Horak,
Hannah Jennings, David Kiernan,
Hannah Kristof, Matthew Little,
Brandon Maxson, Joshua Maxson,
Jared McGee, Nathan McLyman, Kira
McMahon, Karlee McMasters, Mason
Merritt, Shelby Neu,Chad Parker,
Morgan Phelps, Nicholas Potter,
Lainee Reed, Nathan Renninger,
Beau Riley, Elizabeth Rutkowski,
Daniel Schenck, Dylan Shattuck,
Austin Smith, Connor Smith, Andrew
Snogles, Alec Sovocool, Christine
Stadler, Grace Stupke, Luke Tesoriero,
Mark Waligurski, Honor Williams, Cruz
Zachary

Room Painting Basics
By Kevin J. McMahon, TCBRA
President
Tompkins/Cortland Home Builders &
Remodelers Association
Ready for a new look for your
home, but don’t have a budget for a
big remodel? There’s nothing faster or
more economical to give your home
a quick update than by painting your
rooms a new color. A well-planned and
executed paint job can make a room
look larger or cozier, can accent features or hide flaws, or reflect your own
personal flair.
Here are some tips to help make
your painting project a success:
Choose a color and finish
Go to a paint or home improvement
store and get swatches of colors to take
home. Select a lot of options, chances
are the florescent lights in the store
will make the colors look completely
different than they will in your home.
See how you like the colors on different
walls and in different lighting conditions—early morning sun, midday and
nighttime lamplight—to make sure you
make a choice you’re happy with.
Another option is to paint a few
colors on your walls. Many companies
offer sample sizes in either a selection of popular colors, or in any color
they offer. These samples cost much
less than a full gallon and give you the
opportunity to try them out on the wall
before spending a lot of money.
Choose a finish depending on how
the room or surface will be used. A flat
or matte finish helps conceal flaws and
absorbs light in well-lit rooms. Satin or
eggshell finishes are a good choice
for high-traffic areas such as foyers,
family rooms, kitchens and bathrooms
because they clean more easily than
flat or matte paint. Baseboards, molding and railings look best in a semigloss finish, which is a shiny finish that
is the easiest to clean and provides a
contrast to the walls.

Many paint companies also now
offer “all-in-one” paints that already
contain primer. These enable you to
paint over a darker paint color or area
that’s been repaired with patching compound without having to apply a coat of
primer before the paint.
Prepare the room
Give yourself adequate space to
maneuver while you paint and protect
your valuable furniture and belongings.
Move as much of the room’s contents
as you can either out of the room or
away from the walls. Cover whatever
is going to stay and the floor, especially where it meets the walls, with old
sheets or plastic tarps.
Next, remove the switch plates
and electrical outlet covers. It’s easier
than trying to cover them with painters
tape and definitely looks better—and
is safer—than just painting over them.
Don’t forget to repair nail holes, dents
or chipped spots with a patching compound.
If you have any doubt about your
ability to paint a perfectly straight line,
or you don’t have a very steady hand,
use painters tape to protect features
you don’t want paint to get on. This
could include baseboards, window and
door trim, and where the wall meets the
ceiling or crown molding. Make sure
the tape adheres properly by running
a finger or mixing stick along the tape.
Clean the walls with a mild detergent
solution or wipe them with a damp lintfree cloth to remove cobwebs and dust
that will cause blemishes in your paint.
Vacuum or dust the room to make sure
dust or animal hair doesn’t get in your
paint and on your walls.
Finally, get out your brushes, rollers, paint trays and other supplies, and
you’re ready to make the big change!
For more home maintenance tips contact us at www.tcbra.com, visit our
Home & Garden Show on March 9-10
or visit www.nahb.org/forconsumers

The Homer News •December 13, 2012 •5

6 • December 13, 2012 • The Homer News			

Breakfast Rotary
Club Welcomes
Kossman

Environmental Science and Wildlife
Biology and Management, as well as a
Master’s degree from Texas A&M in curriculum and instruction. He and his wife,
Lori and two children recently moved to
Cortland from Dutchess County.
“We are very pleased to have
Ed joining our ranks,” said Tom Turck,
president of the club. “He will be a great
addition and we look forward to working
with him and helping him realize the
Rotary mission of Service Above Self.”
Kossman has a background in
education, serving as a teacher and
an administrator. When he’s not planning for the centennial celebration of
Cooperative Extension, among other
work, he enjoys camping, gardening
and beekeeping.

The Cortland Breakfast Rotary
Club is pleased to announce Ed
Kossman as its newest member.
Ed was recommended to
the Club by Past President Glenn
Reisweber. Ed is the Executive Director
of Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Cortland County.
Kossman received his bachelor’s degree from SUNY ESF in

Tree of Lights on the Village Green

The Cortland Breakfast Rotary
Club is a service group that has been
serving the Cortland Community for
more than 20 years. The Breakfast
Rotary Club contributes to the McGruff
Crime Prevention Program, Exchange
Student Program, Polio Plus, Adopt-aHighway, Loaves & Fishes and dozens
of other local, regional and international
charities. The Breakfast Rotary Club
is an active, growing Club that recognizes service in our local community is a
springboard to national and international service and a better community. The
Club meets at 7 a.m. every Wednesday
at Linani’s on Main Street in Homer.

3.14

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

3.26

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fin
f gerlake
r
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truction.com
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CORTLAND COUNTY FARM BUREAU RECEIVES NATIONAL
RECOGNITION FOR INNOVATIVE SAFETY PROGRAM

The Homer Senior Center, located in the basement New York Farm Bureau is proud to announce Cortland County Farm Bureau has received this year’s County
meeting room of the Homer Town Hall, is one of the Activities of Excellence Award for its project on farm vehicle safety. The honor was awarded by our national
organization, American Farm Bureau Federation. Cortland is one of only 25 counties in the country to receive
many assets of the community.
this high recognition.
Center Manager Debbie Chavoustie is an energetic
and caring individual who works with all come to the “New York Farm Bureau congratulates Cortland County Farm Bureau on the important work it is doing to
Center. To see her in action really makes you wonder make the roads safer for farmers and the general public. The Board of Directors has exhibited great leadership to raise much needed awareness on this serious issue. The work at the county level is critical to the
how she does it.
success of the state organization, and this honor is well deserved,” said NYFB President Dean Norton.
Debbie emphasizes that the Senior Center is about
more than just a meal. “Men and women come here
to share a meal, but even more important is the
socialization that occurs here”, she said. “Individuals
living alone tend to not eat properly or enough. When
they come here and talk with their friends before,
during, and after the meal; they tend to eat healthier”.
The Homer Senior Center is open 4 days a week;
Monday from 2-7 pm; Tuesday thru Thursday from 9
am – 2 pm.

The award-winning safety program shined attention on the critical issue of farm vehicle accidents, more than
15-thousand happen each year, often with the farm vehicles being hit from behind. The Cortland County Rural
Road Safety Initiative (CCRRSI) was created to address this growing problem. CCRRSI held an informational
seminar in March for farmers and other interested parties who use agricultural vehicles. The New York
State Police joined the coalition’s effort by providing an overview of the applicable transportation laws and
regulations that will help keep people both safe and compliant on state and local roads. More than 70 farmers
took part in the program. Other coalition organizations included the Cortland County Sheriff’s Department,
Cortland County Cornell Cooperative Extension, the Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District
and Nationwide Insurance.

Dinner on Monday is served at 6:30 pm; Lunch is “Farm vehicle safety is an important topic, and we are proud of the work we are doing to bring more attention
to the issue. Certainly, we could have not done it without the support of so many other coalition groups who
served Tues-Thurs at 11:30 am.
contributed to the success of the effort. We also would like to thank American Farm Bureau Federation for
In addition to the meals, individuals can play games, the nice recognition,” said Paul Fouts, Cortland County Farm Bureau President.
do puzzles, Wii, dominos and pinochle daily.

The County Activities of Excellence program will allow Cortland County FB to share its initiative with counterth
Each day there are different activities to choose parts from across the country during AFBF’s 94 Annual Meeting, Jan. 13-16, 2013, in Nashville. The award
is
also
based
on
county
Farm
Bureau
membership.
from, and they vary by day. Painting classes, ceramics, pitch, pinochle, share a reading are some of the
“Winners will display their programs at the AFBF Annual Meeting trade show, allowing Farm Bureau memchoices available.
bers from across the country to learn about successful programs and activities that promote agriculture within
December’s Special Event is Christmas Dinner farming communities,” said AFBF President Bob Stallman.
on Wednesday, December 19. The reception will
start at 11:00 am with dinner at 11:30 am.
The Senior Center is open to ALL who are 60 years
of age or older. The suggested meal contribution is
$3.00 per person.
For more information, call Debbie Chavoustie, site
manager, at 607.749.2362.

Co-Op Extension Announces Logo
Design Contest for Centennial Celebration

Be a part of the proud history of Cornell University Cooperative Extension of Cortland
County. The Cornell University Cooperative Extension Centennial Committee needs a
logo for its 2013 celebrations. Design and submit your logo for a chance to have it displayed on centennial merchandise, posters, flyers and more.

Who We Are:
Tompkins Cortland Builders The Cornell Cooperative Extension educational system enables people to improve their
lives and communities through partnerships that put experience and research knowledge
and Remodelers Association to work. In Cortland County you know us as: 4-H (Camp Owahta, Cortland County Junior
Fair, AgStravaganza, McMahon Farm Tour, Bike Safety Programs, Conservation Field
Announces Scholarships
Days…), Agriculture and Life Science Programs (Master Gardeners, Dairy Program, Field
and OSHA Training
Crops Program, Non-Dairy Livestock Programs), and Human Ecology Programs (Family
•
Applications now being accepted for 2013 Fun and Resource Center, Volunteer Income Tax Assistance, Eat Smart NY, Family
College Scholarships through the William Education and Coaching Partnership…).
Morehouse Scholarship Fund and Tompkins
Cortland Builders & Remodelers Association
for area students in the Construction Trades
in 1, 2 or 4 year college programs in NYS!
Contact us for more information at info@
tcbra.com or visit our website tcbra.com.
Apply today!

•

OSHA 10 TRAINING COURSE will be
offered in Cortland New York on January
10-11! Sign up now-space is limited! This
10 hour class cost is $235. Presented by
Tompkins Cortland Builders & Remodelers
Association (TCBRA) and NYSBA. Contact
us for more information or an application:
info@tcbra.com or tcbra.com. Deadline to
apply January 3rd!

Logo Contest Guidelines:

 Participants must be Cortland County residents.
 Logo should signify the historical aspect of the Centennial.
 Logo should be representative of educational programs that Cornell University
Cooperative Extension of Cortland County offers.
 Logo can be a drawing, painting, or other media.
 Logos must be received by December 21, 2012.

Send logos to: Eduard R. Kossmann, Executive Director, Cornell University Cooperative
Extension, 60 Central Ave, Room 105, Cortland, NY 13045. E-mail erk84@cornell.edu
or call 607-753-5077 for more information.
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The scaffolding and netting is down in front of the upper floors of The Village Market. You can now see
the results of the months of work that has been done “behind the curtain.”
The lower level of scaffolding will be up for a few more days until some more carpentry work is completed. There was an enormous amount of brick work done on the upper levels, as well as replacing much
of the wood trim and all of the windows.

