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Homer’s
Newest
Residents
Snowman (above) and Snowwoman
(right) are Homer’s newest residents
as of December 24th. The snowman
resides on South Main St. at Hannum
Ave. and the Snowwoman lives on
Cayuga St. near the intersection of Rt.
281.
They are seasonal residents, leaving
when the weather gets warm, sort of
reverse “snowbirds”.
Don’t look for them to be around too
long.
We do hope they will stay through
Winterfest on Feb. 1st and 2nd.
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Around Town
Cable TV Commission Seeks Input
From Homer Time Warner Customers
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.
Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer residents.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,000 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2012 The Homer News
Printed by Paden Press

The Homer NEWS

P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Town of Homer Supervisor Fred Forbes has released a letter he received from the Cortland Cable Commission seeking input from Homer customers of Time Warner Cable.

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of The Homer
News will be January 10, 2013
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is January 3, 2013.

Commission Chairman Richard Menapace announced that he will conduct a Public
Comment ession on January 15th at 6:30 p.m. in the Chambers in Cortland City Hall, 25
Court St., Cortland. The Commission is encouraging cable customers to attend and provide input about their service experience. They are interested in hearing about quallity
of service, response to problems, ease of communications, etc.
If you are unable to attend and would like to submit written comments, they may be
submitted via e-mail to: srhea@cortland.org or via regular mail to: Cable Commission, c/o Mayor, 25 Court Street, Cortland, NY 13045.

From the Boat Shop
							
Don Ferris indicated that a ramble about what is going on in the boat
shop might be interesting. We’ll see
what you think.
My boat-building career began
in 2001 when I retired from General
Dynamics. I was a marketing representative that allowed me to travel the world.
Once retired, what to do? I have several
hobbies but wanted something to do that
was interesting and that I could continue
to meet people. I’ve always liked the
water; swimming, boating, scuba diving,
fly-fishing and model boat R/C sailing. A
maritime museum was offering apprenticeships in Burlington, VT to build a 18’
Connecticut Drag Boat and a 88’ canal
schooner [Lois McClure]. For $30 a day
for instruction over a period of 6 months
I learned; lofting, mold making, strong
back set up, planking [lap strake and
carvel], steaming ribs, riveting, epoxy
use in making scarfs, furniture installation and finally finishing. I took an
additional weekend course in building
spars and masts. Its fun to make your
own masts, flag poles and even oars
using the same techniques. Once the
Drag boat was launched, I worked a
little on the keel and masts of the canal
schooner. Figuring that I would never
build such big boats, I began building
my first small boat, a 13’ sailing dory.
To date I’ve made about 14 personal
boats; a hydroplane, 3 strip canoes, 4
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By Ed Finkbeiner

sailboats, 3 skiffs, 1 dory, 1 pram, 1 punt,
canvassed canoes and did repairs on many
others. I worked on building a 40-foot scow
that was used to ferry passenger on Lake
Champlain. I’m still dreaming, with permission from the bride, to build my dream
25’ mahogany inboard. I’ve got access to
a 396 cubic inch Chevy motor that would
sound awful good and make the boat go
fast. I think she knows that once I make a
boat I sell it for cost or nearly so. She is a
tough manager.
At present time I’ve been finishing work on a 15’4” knockabout designed
by Edmond Monk. I got the plans from a
friend who sent away to Popular Mechanics
in the 60’s for a cost of $5. He never did get
around to building the boat. I’m now building a second one. Today these plans may
still be available, but I don’t know. Anyway,
I’ve finished the hull and installed the centerboard. I had Chris Carle of Moose’s
Metal Works use his plasma torch to cut
the shape out of a ¼” steel plate. Chris
does metal sculpture in his shop on Clinton
Street. The same guy who puts on the
amazing Christmas light display each year
opposite the Junior High School.
I’m in the process of putting on the
deck. Using ¼” fir marine plywood attached
with adhesive and silicon bronze ring nails
[boat nails]. I’m having a little trouble putting in cockpit battens. Compound angles
make it interesting to get tight intersections.

I’ll use some scrap wood to test the cuts
before transferring them to the final piece
of oak trim. I’ve been known to cut boards
short; it’s a problem trying to stretch boards.
I’ve attached a couple of pictures showing
the progress. I’ll stain the battens then varnish before final installation.
I thought I would make this boat
for my son who lives in Tahoe, CA. He
said he wanted blue seats and floorboards.
Instantly my bride said ‘Lets go to Lowe’s to
pick a pretty color.” I’m a purchaser and not
a shopper so looking at color swatches is
torture. We [she] settled on “Garden Pool”
blue. Paint prices have really gone up. A
gallon of good latex exterior paint cost $39.
I must be getting old, I remember buying
a gallon of good oil base exterior paint for
$12. Now it’s near impossible to get oil
base paint. I’ve been experimenting with
latex paint on a 1927 Old Town canoe the
family uses at camp. The paint has been
on for over 7 years and still looks good. I’ll
keep you informed if anything changes my
mind about paint. Remember to always use
primer first on boats.
I ordered chain plates and stem
head fittings but have only received one
chain plate so far. I called the supplier and
they said they don’t charge shipping on back
orders. A relief seeing that I paid $12 for
shipping on a 4 oz part. Of course, mounting the mast and rigging is the last thing to
do.
The rudder needs to be made and
installed. I have an idea of how to make
a nice kick up rudder and will go into how
that came out in the future. I’m using an old
GP-14 rudder for guidance but will certainly
make the new one differently.

Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.
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Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Sara Watrous, Elaine
Norris, Lin Cohen, Matt Banazek
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Get The Homer News at:

Boat with Centerboard

Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s
and Boys, Olde Homer House, Oh My Goodness
Health Foods, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market,
Crawl Space, Lily Lanetree, Dandy Mart, Blue Frog
Coffee House, Gail’s Antiques and Collectibles,
Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Kory’s Diner, Tops,
Walgreen’s, Hyde’s Diner.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

Rudder

Deck with Battens
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Dr. Hage Receives Board
Certification in Orthodontics

EVENTS CALENDAR
December 28 - Fracking Informational meeting at DeRuyter American Legion. Seminary
Street, 6-10 pm. Featuring: social Hour 6-7; “Gasland” documentary 7-9 pm. Discussion to
follow film. Free and open to all.
January 15 - Cortland Cable TV Commission Public Comment session. 6:30 pm City Hall,
25 Court St., Cortland. Homer customers encouraged to attend and comment.
February 1,2 - Homer Winterfest - watch for more information
As space permits, The Homer News will print a brief notice of your organization’s event
at no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we suggest you
purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines.
December 19 deadline for December 27th issue.

News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Living with Gusto
I’d like to say that most of what I
know I learned from my dogs. But, I’m not
a great student when it comes to the important things in life.
My first Golden Retriever, Finn,
loved refried beans. He’d steal unopened
cans of beans, puncture them with his
teeth, making hundreds of holes, and then
squash the can flat, squeezing out all the
refried beans. I’d come home to find little
metal disks of what used to be refried bean
cans lying around the house. And despite
the fact that Finn lived to be 14 ½ and has
been gone now for thirteen years, I don’t
think I’ve ever wanted anything as badly or
loved anything as much, as that dog loved
refried beans. Certainly, I’ve never worked
that hard to get anything.
We used to set mouse traps and
leave them on the counter to keep Finn from
stealing cans of beans, but the dog knew
a mouse trap and how to set it off without
hurting himself. We even decorated our
Christmas tree one year with mouse traps
to keep him away from the tree. But he just
snapped the mousetraps, pulled them off
the tree, destroyed them, chewed off all the
bottom branches, drank the water out of the
basin, and ate a few ornaments. And no, he
didn’t get sick. The dog was happy, healthy
and a dog. He knew who he was and what
he wanted. A dog who lived with passion.
He tried hard to teach me, but alas, I only
now realize how much I really had to learn
from him.
He was like the Mary Oliver poem,
Wild Geese. Yes, I know I mention Wild
Geese every Christmas. It’s because I try to
use it as a mantra to counteract the strains
of Santa Claus is Coming to Town which
keep rattling around in my head. Santa
Claus is coming to town says “ You better

watch out, you better not cry, you better not
pout, I’m telling you why, Santa Claus is
coming to town.”
Wild Geese on the other hand,
reminds me like Finn did, that:
You do not have to be good
You do not have to walk on your
knees for a hundred miles through
the desert, repenting.
You only have to let the soft ani
mal of your body love what it
loves.
It wasn’t that Finn was good or bad. He was
just Finn. And his soft animal body knew
who it was and what it loved.
As I get through the holidays and
look toward the New Year, I keep hoping
someday I’ll be, not the person Finn thought
I was, but the person who knows what it
means to be human, like Finn knew what
it meant to be a dog. Because we don’t
need to be good; we just need to love what
we love and live with the gusto and perseverance it takes to eat refried beans from
unopened cans.
What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time with Miss Tammy is
on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am. Story
time is held every Wednesday that school
is in session.
Upcoming themes are:
Jan 2nd – Party Time
Jan 9th – Hats and Mittens
Jan 16th – Jungle
Jan 23rd – Farm
Jan 30th – Quiet and Loud
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd grades

Dr. Hage is very proud to announce a significant professional and academic achievement. He has successfully completed the Phase III certification examination of The
American Board of Orthodontics (www.americanboardortho.com). Board certification is
based on the highest standards of knowledge and clinical skill, and all Diplomates are
expected to maintain and enhance such standards. The passage of the examination
process is a demonstration of his pursuit of continued proficiency and excellence in
orthodontics. He has demonstrated to himself, family, patients and colleagues his will
to excel professionally. As an additional honor, he has been invited to display his cases
at the annual meeting of The Northeastern Society of Orthodontists in New York City.
Dr. Hage has been in private practice for over 15 years. He is Invisalign certified,
and is an active member of the following professional organizations: American Dental
Association (ADA), New York State Dental Association (NYSDA), American Association
of Orthodontists (AAO) and Northeastern Society of Orthodontists (NESO).
Hage Orthodontics provides services for both children and adults. Not only do we
provide cutting-edge procedures, we do it with a smile! We are committed to excellent
customer service, and we want you to have a pleasant experience.
Hage Orthodontics has two convenient locations in both Cortland (276 Tompkins Street;
753-3535) and Ithaca (Village Office Campus, 2333 North Triphammer Road, Suite
201; 319-5061). Please visit our website at www.hageorthodontics.com.

meets every Thursday during the school
year at 3:10 pm. Rockin’ Readers does not
meet during school breaks or on snow days.
Upcoming themes are:
Jan. 3rd – Polar Bear Plunge Day
Jan. 10th – Rubber Ducky Day
Jan. 17th – Winnie the Pooh Day
Jan. 24th – Belly Laugh Day
Jan. 31st – Art Day
Teen Writing Group

Classifieds
BLIZZAK SNOW TIRES: Set of 4: 205 /
50 / R16’s M&B; Set of 4: 205 /65 / R15’s
M&B $200.00 per set. Call: 749-2097 3.12
BARN FOR RENT. Homer. 14,000 sq.
feet with 14 acres. Last used for sheep.
$600/month plus electric. 607-261-2597
3.12

The group is open to any 5
through 9th grader who is interested in writing. Members meet Tuesdays at 4:00 pm
when school is in session. Meetings include
discussions of the elements of a good story
including plot, character development, and
setting. There’s always time to write and a
chance to get feedback from other writers.
th

The group also reads books to
discuss what works and what doesn’t and to
use those ideas in improving our own writing. We will be discussing Runemarks by
Joanne Harris on January 8th.
The Artist’s Way Series
The Artist’s Way by Julia Cameron
is a book outlining a twelve week program
to get our creative juices going. People have
been following The Artist’s Way for twenty
years, since the book was first published in
1992. The library will be offering a thirteen
week series on The Artist Way. Meetings
will be Thursdays at 6:30 pm starting on
January 31st.
If you are interested in rediscovering your creative self, sign up for this
program. Pre-registration is required. A personal copy of The Artist’s Way is needed.
You can provide your own copy, or request
one when you register. The cost of the book
is $12.00, due at time of registration.

FIREWOOD – SEASONED HARDWOOD,
delivered 10 miles, $70 face cord, larger
quantity or pick up for less $. 749-4624
(3.11)

Holiday Hours

Thursday, Dec. 27th – 2 pm – 8 pm
Friday, Dec. 28th – 2 pm – 6 pm
Saturday, Dec. 29th – 10 am – 2 pm
Monday, Dec. 31st – 10 am – 4 pm
Tuesday, Jan 1st – Closed
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out our
website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday 2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

“SOLD ON
CORTLAND COUNTY”
What is YOUR Home Worth Today?
-

-

Call us
at

607/753-6766

for a FREE market analysis

3.15
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Homer Post Office: Open and Continuing
to Serve the Community
The Homer Post Office has just completed
one of its busiest holiday season’s ever. For
decades the beautiful brick building at the
corner of Main and James Streets has been
staffed by employees who have provided
fast, friendly and courteous service.
The current staff of Postmaster Brenda
Ryan and clerk Dave Gray certainly exemplify the continuation of that tradition.

when she started as a clerk in Ithaca. She
became postmaster in Aurora, NY in 2008
and Homer postmaster in 2012. She commutes daily from her home in Lansing, NY.
She and her husband, who is a mail carrier
at the King Ferry Post Office, have two adult
children. When she isn’t working, Brenda
enjoys reading mystery novels, gardening,
and snowshoeing.

Suggett House in Cortland
Hosts Homer Author

In the past couple of years there has been
talk and rumors of closing the Homer Post
Office. While one can understand the financial pressures on the U.S. Postal Service,
the residents of Homer and the surrounding
area can hardly be blamed for being concerned about the talk and rumors. The Post
Office is an important aspect of downtown
Homer, not just for its convenient location,
but also for the numerous services it provides for a large number of area businessses and residents.
In addition to the usual postage stamps
and money orders, you can get all of the retail services the postal service offers, including passport photos and applications.Paying is simplified because you can use cash,
check, debit or credit card. The Homer News
is mailed from the Homer Post Office, as are
several other publications. While the carrier
routes are no longer serviced from this locstion, well over 200 boxholders use the facilities on a daily basis.
During the past few weeks we’ve stopped
in several times and observed that lhe lines
at the window were either short or almost
non-existent, yet there was a steady flow
of traffic. This is no doubt due to the knowledge and caring professionalism of its two
employees.

Dave Gray, Postal Clerk

Dave Gray splits his time between the
Homer and Cortland Post Offices. This may
have confused some people who have seen
him in Cortland and assume that the Homer
Post Office is closed. Just because you see
Dave in Cortland doesn’t mean Homer isn’t
open, it means that in an effort to keep a
good employee, he has been able to work
in Cortland. He usually works in Cortland in
the morning and in Homer in the afternoon.
Dave grew up in Homer, graduating from
Homer High School in 1981. He has worked
for the postalservice for over 18 years. He
and his wife have two daughters who have
also graduated from Homer High. His mother owned Graze Inn, now Dasher’s Corner
Pub, located across James Street from the
Post Office. His sister Tammy also lives
in the village and works at the elementary
school.

“Thank you to all the folks who turned
out for the book sale & signing this afternoon at the Suggett House in Cortland, NY.
The purchase of a personalized copy of
DEATH IN THE WINTER SOLSTICE provided a unique holiday present for someone AND helped to support the activities
of the Cortland County Historical Society
-- “two birds with one stone.” Copies will
continue to be available at the Society
on Homer Avenue and through Amazon.
com. Learn about a true murder mystery in 1894 in Historic Homer, NY.”
Many copies were purchased and personally signed in time for holiday giving. This is Mr. Sweeney’s second book.
His first book, Lincoln’s Gift to Homer is
available at Bev & Co and also at CNY
Living History Center’s Gift Shop. All proceeds from his second book go directly
to Cortland County Historical Society. Mr
Sweeney is anticipating the release of a
third book, that will not leave the reader
“hanging”. Instead, Mr Sweeney explains
that he will write a tidy fictional soluMartin Sweeney, Town Historian tion to the murder mystery and provide
and published author was the guest closure to this very old and cold case.
of honor recently during a booking signing for his recent book: Kathleen Beardsley

When he is not working, Dave is active as
the Secretary of the Homer Elks Lodge, is a
member of the Homer American Legion, and
is a coach and board member of the Homer
Youth Softball organization. He enjoys his
job and especially enjoys meeting and serving the customers.

Brenda Ryan, Homer Postmaster

Brenda Ryan, the Postmaster, has been
employed by the postal service since 1987,

The Homer Post Office service window is
open Monday thru Friday 8:30 to 1 and 2 to
5 and Saturday 8:30 to noon. If you have a
question about postal services, you can call
749-3071 and be sure to get a prompt and
courteous answer.

Customers receiving friendly
and efficient service at the
Homer Post Office during the
2012 Christmas season.

Rotary Breakfast Club members presented a check for $2200 to Homer fire Chief Mahlon
Irish, Jr. and County Legislator Kevin Whitney to be used for the Cortland County Regional
Training Center.
The money was raised by the club-sponsored Ride for Rotary held last summer.
Information on the 2013 Ride for Rotary will be available in the spring.
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Work Progresses on Route 281 Bridge
Over Cold Brook

Rotary Breakfast Club President Tom Turck (l) welcomes new member Mike Kilmer

Breakfast Rotary Club Welcomes
Mike Kilmer
The Cortland Breakfast Rotary Club is
pleased to announce Michael Kilmer as its
newest member.
Mike was recommended to
the Club by Jeremy Boylan. Mike is the
Executive Administrator of the Elizabeth
Brewster House in Homer. Kilmer is a lifelong resident of Cortland County and has
worked in the Healthcare field for many
years. He and his wife, Julie and their two
children live in Homer.

Work has been progressing on the Rt. 281 bridge over Cold Brook. The concrete for
the deck was poured about two weeks ago. The top photo shows the newly poured deck
covered with tarps and with propane heaters operating to keep the concrete from freezing.
The concrete must cure for 7 days before traffic can drive on it. It reaches a full cure in
28 days.

“We are very pleased to have Mike
joining our ranks,” said Tom Turck, president
of the club. “He will be a great addition and
we look forward to working with him and
helping him realize the Rotary mission of
Service Above Self.”
Kilmer has a Master’s Degree in
Social Policy, and when he is not helping
seniors at the Brewster House achieve a

more comfortable lifestyle, he enjoys outdoor activities. He is an active member
of the Boy Scouts of America (Troop 79),
and a volunteer member on the Cortland
County Youth Board. Mike is also a part of
the Homer Central Intermediate and Junior
High Shared Decision Making Team.
The Cortland Breakfast Rotary
Club is a service group that has been serving the Cortland Community for more than
20 years. The Breakfast Rotary Club contributes to the McGruff Crime Prevention
Program, Exchange Student Program,
Polio Plus, Adopt-a-Highway, Loaves &
Fishes and dozens of other local, regional
and international charities. The Breakfast
Rotary Club is an active, growing Club that
recognizes service in our local community
is a springboard to national and international service and a better community. The
Club meets at 7 a.m. every Wednesday at
Briggs Hall, 11 N. Main Street in Homer.

In the bottom photo, an excavator is being used to remove the old approach to the bridge.
New backfill material will be placed against the bridge walls and a new paved approach
completed.
We will try to keep you posted on progress, and hope the bridge will be open soon.

3.14

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com
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Does Homer Have a Future in
Heritage Tourism?
Did you know that tourism brings in over $18 billion annually in New York State
(2010 statistics from NYS Empire State Development)? And this excludes New York
City where tourism reigns supreme. This dollar amount includes recreation, lodging, fuel
purchases, and other visitor expenditures, such as food. Did you know that, according
to the Oxford Economic Impact Report for 2011, travelers spent $65,000,000 in Cortland
County? And this generated $3,621,000 in local taxes. There were 2,038 people employed
in tourism related jobs during that time period. These are amazingly significant statistics.
Tourism is a big deal.
The big draws in the county are the year-round Greek Peak Recreation Resort,
the Cortland County Historical Society’s Suggett House, the 1890 House, the New York
Jets’ summer training camp at the College, and the brand new Central New York Living
History Museum. Presently, Homer’s big draw is the high quality entertainment offered at
the Center for the Arts. Homer, located on Interstate 81 is known as “The Gateway to the
Finger Lakes,” where the wineries there are the biggest magnet for tourism dollars.
Were you aware that when people visit family members or check out a college
for their off-spring, they frequently seek out places nearby of historic interest to visit?
Byrne Dairy is aware. The business is including a museum devoted to the history of agriculture at its proposed complex on Route 13.
Historic sites offer potential for greater economic development, which is why
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo recently launched an initiative called Path Through History.
The PTH is designed to stimulate interest in the significant role New York State played in
national history, to generate “heritage tourism” across the State, and to boost local economies and create jobs.
Part of the initiative calls for signs and kiosks to be placed along the Thruway
to inform travelers of the “story” and how to get to historic sites. The second phase of the
initiative has commenced, which calls for each of ten regions of the state to develop a
$100,000 Vision Plan for how it intends to market and promote historic sites with stories
to tell tourists. Each region must secure a “host organization” to initially provide the funds,
which the State will reimburse plus 10%. The Plan must be presented at a public meeting
and be approved by the Region’s Economic Development Council and be consistent with
the I Love New York overall marketing plan.
The Central New York Region includes the counties of Oswego, Onondaga,
Cayuga, Madison, and Cortland. Cortland County was represented at the Vision development meeting in Cazenovia on December 13 by Jeremy Boylan, County Historian; Jim
Dempsey, Director of the County Convention and Visitors Bureau; and Martin Sweeney,
Town of Homer Historian and advocate for Historic Homer.
The Syracuse Convention and Visitors Bureau has agreed to be the “host organization” for the Central New York Region. Allocations of the $100,000 will be made for
utilizing “closed” app technology for entertainment celebrities to narrate brief “stories” of
attractions one might wish to tour. The same narrations would be used in “voice overs”
for brief TV spots with images shown of the sites. Funds will be dedicated for developing
a visitors’ center with touch sensitive kiosks at Destiny USA, since that is increasingly
attracting visitors for shopping and recreational purposes in the hub of the State. Additional
expenses will be for professional marketing services aimed at coordinating with WCNY, a
local PBS affiliate; with National Public Radio; and with print media.

Homer Busines association members Debbie Williams, Debbie Slack, Ed Beardsley and Ward
Dukelow enjoyed the Association’s annual Holiday party at Quagmire Manor.

Homer Business Association Annual
Holiday Party
As they have for several years, Annette and Lee Benson hosted the annual Holiday
Party for the Homer Business Association at their Bed & Breakfast, The Quagmire
Manor.
Several members and spouses met and enjoyed an evening of socializing and good
food and socialization.
The HBA was formed several years ago to be a voice for businesses in the community. All businesses in the area are invited to join. It is not necessary for the business
to be located in Homer.
For more information, contact Kathy Beardsley at 607-749-3504.
This past fall marked the 150th anniversary of President Abraham Lincoln’s Preliminary
Emancipation Proclamation and January brings the 150th anniversary of the Final
Proclamation. At the urging of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the original document
written by Lincoln on September 22, 1862, was allowed to leave the New York State
Library in Albany as part of an unprecedented touring exhibition across eight New
York State cities. This included a one day stop in Syracuse. Below is an article on the
subject by David Quinlan that appeared in the Fall 2012 issue of The Lincoln Forum’s
BULLETIN.

The Proclamation Comes to Homer, New York
On September 27th 2012 the exhibit The First Step to Freedom: Abraham
Lincoln’s Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation came to Syracuse, New York’s
Oncenter Convention Center. The New York State Board of Regents in conjunction
with the New York State Library and the New York State Museum decided to have a
whirlwind tour of cities throughout New York of Lincoln’s sacred document.

In short, the goal is to attract visitors to our region’s communities where we feel
we have a significant story to tell about our past role in social reform (abolition, women’s
rights, rights of Native Americans), innovation, and architectural development. Once visitors arrive, the onus falls upon the community to offer memorable hospitality and to present its particular “story” in a way that entertains, informs, and makes the visitors want to
share their positive experience with others.

This was an extremely well developed exhibition with kiosks all along the
waiting line to educate the viewers. The excitement in the air was absolutely electric
as many area schools attended not wanting to miss an opportunity such as this coming to their community for a teachable moment. The connection could not have been
clearer for just beyond the sacred Lincoln manuscript was Martin Luther King’s speech
from September 22, 1961 -- the 100th anniversary of the manuscript -- a typewritten
manuscript with King’s added handwritten notations of later changes.

Opportunity will soon be knocking at the door for Cortland County, in general, and
Historic Homer, in particular. Many of the marketing connections are already in place, and
the visitors’ center at Destiny should be up and running by summer 2013. The question is:
Do we, the locals, know our own “stories” and are the economic stakeholders prepared to
capitalize soon on a potential influx of visitors?

Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer has written extensively about Lincoln’s life and
legacy as president and notes that this handwritten manuscript is truly a reckoning of
our nation’s Declaration of Independence. As I walked into the center of the crowd
waiting to see it, the clamor of those smiling people, like myself, indicated they were
willing to wait hours to see the document that set four million people held in bondage
free during the strife of our nation’s bloody Civil War.

Have you noticed that some homeowners have been sprucing up their residences? Restorations and renovations have been on-going along Main Street. Examples
include the Homer Food Mart, Dasher’s Corner Pub, and the Manor at Briggs Hall -- places trying to offer 21st century hospitality in an ambiance that harkens back to Homer’s rich
past -- back to a time when Amelia Jenks Bloomer, Francis Carpenter, William Stoddard,
Eli DeVoe, Andrew D. White, David Hannum, Jedidiah and Paris Barber, and William
Sherman roamed our streets. If you don’t know these names, it is time you did. These
are the characters of our “story.” These are the locals who fought for social reforms, who
worked for President Lincoln, who made the first machine-made iron nails in the state, and
who contributed their talents and treasures to building some of the 222 architectural structures listed in the State and National Registers of Historic Places. These are the folks who
gifted us with a “heritage.” It is the gift that keeps on giving -- if we seize the opportunity
before us and seek the benefits to be derived. Let us not squander the moment. What is
our Vision Plan for Homer?
Submitted by Martin Sweeney, Historian - Town of Homer

My reasons to see the document were the same as those waiting in line:
the opportunity to view an edict which helped to bring about the change so badly
needed and to help attain a lasting peace. As I was driving north to Syracuse from
the Village of Homer, New York, I began to think about another event: the time when
Francis Bicknell Carpenter’s great painting of The First Reading of the Emancipation
Proclamation to his Cabinet (on which he worked so hard in the Lincoln White House
and which now hangs in the Capitol Building in Washington DC) arrived in our village
for a viewing in 1866. It arrived 146 years ago for a viewing at the Barber Block -the Oncenter of its day. I also couldn’t stop thinking about William Osborn Stoddard,
Lincoln’s assistant secretary, born here in Homer Village, too, almost fainting when
one of Lincoln’s private secretaries brought forth this document for him to make drafts
for members of Congress.
I made sure before I left to thank the head librarian from Albany, New York,
for sharing the proclamation with us. It certainly is, as Frederick Douglas put it, “a
sacred document.”
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Rotary Breakfast Club
Provides Holiday Food Baskets

Cortland Rotary Breakfast Club members are shown filling Holiday Food Baskets.
Each year the club provides money to purchase hams, turkeys and all of
therest of the necessary ingredients needed for a holiday dinner. Potatoes,
biscuits, cake mix and frosting, vegetables, jello and gravy mix round out the
baskets.
The club coordinates with Loaves & Fishes in Cortland to identify eligible families to receive the food baskets. This year 55 individuals were provided the
necessary components for a holiday meal. Families served ranged from 1
person to 9 members.
As part of its motto “Service Above Self”, the Cortland Rotary Breakfast Club
works to see that no one goes without a healthy meal durint the holiday season.

