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Around Town
NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of The Homer
News will be January 24, 2013
DEADLINE: for ads and news
is January 17, 2013.

The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

The Manor at Briggs Hall

Randy Lewis, proprietor

Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The rooms at The Manor are named after individuals with significant ties to Homer. The Sherman Room is named after the original owners
of the building who owned a nail manufacturing
business. The other three rooms are named
for Homer individuals who had significant connections to President Abraham Lincoln.

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer residents.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

Sherman Room

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,000 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2012 The Homer News

The Homer NEWS

P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Contributors

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Sara Watrous, Elaine
Norris, Lin Cohen, Matt Banazek
*Sports Writer /Photographer: John Zachary

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s
and Boys, Olde Homer House, Oh My Goodness
Health Foods, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl
Space, Lily Lanetree, Dandy Mart, Blue Frog Coffee
House, Gail’s Antiques & Collectibles, Brown’s Garage,
Poole’s Drive In, Kory’s Diner, Tops, Walgreen’s,
Hyde’s Diner, Valley View Gardens, Lucky Kitchen

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

Stoddard Room
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EVENTS CALENDAR
January 15 - Cortland Cable TV Commission Public Comment session. 6:30 pm City Hall,
25 Court St., Cortland. Homer customers encouraged to attend and comment.
February 1,2 - Homer Winterfest - watch for more information

As space permits, The Homer News will print a brief notice of your organization’s event
at no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we suggest you
purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines.
December 19 deadline for December 27th issue.

Cortland Zonta Club Seeking Nominations for
2013 Woman of Achievement
The Zonta Club of Cortland is seeking
nominations for the 2013 Woman of
Achievement.
Who will she be? A woman who through
her contributions to the community has
improved the status of women and children. She will have done so through her
personal qualities, special skills, and
accomplishments as an employee or
volunteer. Zonta of Cortland is looking
for women with these qualifications!
This year’s recipient will be honored
at a luncheon ceremony on May 5th at
Tinelli’s Hathaway House.

The Zonta Club of Cortland is pleased
to continue this annual honor, as we
have done since 1979. We are able to
contribute to Cortland County Agencies
that benefit women and children as well
as provide scholarships to local women
furthering their education.
Nomination forms can be found at local
libraries, the YWCA or the YMCA, or by
calling Ellen Barthat 836-6613 or Diane
Van Houten at 756-5068.
Nominations are due by March 1, 2013.

Homer Farmers’
Market Holds January
Market
In response to customer demand, Homer
Farmers’ Market will hold another Winter
Market on January 19, 2013, from 10:30
am to 1:30 pm at Philips Free Library
Community Room in Homer.
As always, the market features items produced within 30 miles of Homer. Come
and see what local vendors are offering in
the middle of winter! For more information
or to contact the market, check us out at
homerfarmersmarket.com or friend us on
facebook.

News from the Library
I walked by the new non-fiction
book shelf and the title caught my eye. I’m
addicted to self-help books; a firm believer
that the next one I read will tell me the
meaning of life. Whether it’s how to figure
out what I want to be when I grow up, or
how to be a kinder, gentler person, I’m sure
there’s a book out there that will enlighten
me. This one’s title was I Got My Dream Job
and So Can You.
I flipped it opened and there it was;
the section about finding your best work
environment. It said something like this – “if
you like working in a calm, quiet place you
might want to consider working in a library.”
It’s a testament to my devotion to books
that I didn’t tear the thing to shreds or toss
it across the room. I was sorely tempted.
Let’s skip the whole thing about it
being a clichéd view of libraries – places
where people whisper and spend hours
quietly researching or reading. What that
line really shows it that the author didn’t do
his homework. He probably hasn’t set foot
in a library since he was a kid. He certainly
hasn’t been here when Rockin’ Readers is
happening and it sounds like we’ve taken
up elephant herding at the library! Or when
we are shoveling snow or plunging the
toilet.
It’s not that you can’t find a quiet
corner at the library. We have comfortable
chairs tucked away in corners, so people
can sit and read. Or tables downstairs, so
people can spread out and work. There’re
spots to visit with friends or just browse the
shelves. But, we no longer have the signs
that say “conversation strictly prohibited.”
So, after school when the computers are
full, or during story time, or other programs,
the place can be far from quiet.

No, the library may not be like the
playground at recess. We do try to keep
kids from climbing the shelves after all. But
neither is it the library many of us remember
from childhoods.
The other cliché I get a lot is, “Oh
you’re a librarian! I’d love your job. You get
to read all the time.” But here’s the truth.
Even for librarians, what the tee shirt says
is true. “So many books, so little time.” I’m
afraid there aren’t any jobs where you get
paid to read for pleasure. Reading yes;
emails, professional articles, policies, minutes, but your favorite books -not so much.
Even book reviewers get stuck reading stuff
they don’t like.
So, to shatter the illusions, the
library isn’t quiet all the time and we don’t
spend our days curled up with a good book.
But you can, if you visit the library. If you
want quiet though, don’t come on Thursdays
between 3 and 4 pm. That’s when we practice elephant herding.
What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time with Miss Tammy is
on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am. Story
time is held every Wednesday that school is
in session.
Upcoming themes are:
Jan 16th – Jungle
Jan 23rd – Farm
Jan 30th – Quiet and Loud
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd grades
meets every Thursday during the school
year at 3:10 pm. Rockin’ Readers does not
meet during school breaks or on snow days.
Upcoming themes are:
Jan. 10th – Rubber Ducky Day
Jan. 17th – Winnie the Pooh Day
Jan. 24th – Belly Laugh Day
Jan. 31st – Art Day

Burns-McCauliffe Post 465 Homer American
Legion and Department of NY will be hosting its 6th district Oratorical Contest this
Saturday.
The contest will be held at the Homer High
School auditorium starting at 12:00pm.
The purpose of the contest is to develop a knowledge and appreciation of the
Constitution of the United States on the part
of of high school students.
Other objectives include the development
of leadership, the ability to think and speak
clearly, and the preparation for acceptance
of the duties and responsibilities, the rights
and privileges of American citizenship.

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Breaking the Clichés

American Legion
Oratorical Contest
January 12 at Homer
High Auditorium

Books and Movies with Ben, the Library
Dog
Ben and Mrs. Little will be hosting
the movie, Ella Enchanted, on Saturday,
Jan. 12th at 10:00 am. Bring the whole family
to watch the movie and discuss the book it is
based on by Gail Levine. As always, there’ll
be popcorn and refreshments. But you’ll
have to get yours fast, because Ben loves
popcorn!
The Artist’s Way Series
The Artist’s Way by Julia Cameron
is a book outlining a twelve week program
to get our creative juices going. People have
been following The Artist’s Way for twenty
years, since the book was first published in
1992. The library will be offering a thirteen
week series on The Artist’s Way. Meetings
will be Thursdays at 6:30 pm starting on
January 31st.
If you are interested in rediscovering your creative self, sign up for this
program. Pre-registration is required. A personal copy of The Artist’s Way is needed.
You can provide your own copy, or request
one when you register. The cost of the book
is $12.00, due at time of registration.
For more information about any of our programs call 749-4616 or check out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday 2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

The 6th District includes 10 counties in central New York and the southern tier. All High
School students are eligible. Contestants
must win their school and county contests
to be eligible for the district contest.
Representing Cortland County will be
Amanda Thornton of Marathon Christian
Academy.
The public is invited and there is no admission charge. Students can earn up to
$22,000.00 by advancing to the national
finals.

“A Taste of Chocolate”
Saturday, Feb. 9 in
LaFayette
“A Taste of Chocolate” will be held on
Saturday February 9, from 1-4 pm, at the
Columbian Presbyterian Church, corner
routes 11 & 20, LaFayette. There will be
dozens of sample-sized treats to taste.
Tempt your taste-buds with savory and sweet
treats, made with all types of chocolate. We
will also have a Dessert Table with full-sized
goodies for sale. Be sure to fill a box with
sweets to take home for your sweetheart.
Proceeds will benefit LaFayette Outreach
and the church. If you have questions or
would like to help: 677-3293, or cpresbyt.
twcny.rr.com .

Classifieds
BARN FOR RENT. Homer. 14,000 sq.
feet with 14 acres. Last used for sheep.
$600/month plus electric. 607-261-2597
3.12

“SOLD ON
CORTLAND COUNTY”
What is YOUR Home Worth Today?
-

-

Call us
at

607/753-6766

for a FREE market analysis

3.15
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Jim Hopkins (right) with his assistant Barb Craig (center) and The Homer News
editor Don Ferris at the Edward Jones New Year’s Eve reception.

Edward Jones office hosts
New Year’s Eve Reception
Representatives of Homer’s business
community were treated to a New Year’s
Eve reception at the Edward Jones office of
financial advisor Jim Hopkins.
In addition to being provided with valuable
information about employer retirement
accounts, attendees were treated to a
smorgasboard of delicous treats and music
from three local musicians.

Dr. Jack Sproul and Linda and Carlisle Wiley
provided musical accompaniment with a folk
flavor.
Hopkins hopes to invite local business
people to a similar reception next New Year’s
Eve and will open it up to clients and local
residents whose acquaintance he has made
over the two years he will have held the
practice.

Homeownership and Politics: What’s at Stake
By Kevin J. McMahon
President, (Home Builders Association)

Community Chorus Sings at Brewster House
The Community Chorus of the Center for the Arts in Homer, under the direction of Marina
Gorelaya, performed for the residents of the Elizabeth Brewster House before Christmas.
The chorus always welcomes new members. If you would like to join the Center’s chorus,
please call Terri Holbert at 749-4900. The spring session will begin on Tuesday, March 19,
2013.
Rehearsals are on Tuesday nights from 7 PM to 8:30 PM.

		

OBITUARY
Rodney H. Sellen

Rodney H. “Rod” Sellen, 84, of Homer< NY passed away earlly Sunday morning,
Jan. 6, 2013, at the Cortland Park Rehabilitation and Nursing Center.
A longtime area resident, Rod was born Dec. 31, 1928, the son of the late Charles
Howard and Gertrude Jennison Sellen. He graduated from Homer Academy in
1946 and attended Cornell University. He met the love of his life while he was an
exchange student in Sweden with the International Farm Youth Exchange Program
and was married to Eivor Carlsson in the Homer Avenue United Methodist Church
in 1951.

Now that the dust has settled from the elections, Congress will
be turning its attention to the debate over housing policy.

Rodney was a dairy farmer most of his life, operating the Westvale Farm in Homer.
As a youth, he was proud to be involved in Boy Scouts, 4-H, sports and many other
school and community activities.

Thanks to national policy that has acknowledged the importance of the home in American family life for almost a century,
generations of Americans have counted on their homes for their
children’s education, their own retirement and a personal sense of
accomplishment.

He was a past president of the Cortland County Farm Bureau and also past president of the Homer Local of Eastern Milk Producers. In later life he was a trustee for
many years aththe Homer Phillips Free Library.

But despite the fact that most Americans want change that
will mend the housing market, create jobs and boost the overall economy, policymakers are proposing radical changes that
threaten the dream of homeownership for millions of current and
future Americans.

Mr. Sellen served as a Cortland County Legislator for many years and was the Supervisor for the Town of Homer for 10 years; he alsoserved as the Town of Homer
Budget Officer. Rod was also the Chairman of the cortland County Board of Supervisors and served on the board of the Dime Savings and Loan. In 1965 he was
appointed to the State Soil and Water Committed by Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller to
fill a vacancy. He was then reappointed to two six year terms.

The policies that are being considered could negatively impact
Americans’ ability to buy a first home, keep their current home or
enter into the move-up market.

A longtime and active member of the Homer Avenue United Methodist Church, he
served as a lay minister and a delegate to the Cortland County Council of Churches.

Mortgage Interest Deduction
Eliminating or limiting the mortgage interest deduction would
impose a huge tax increase on millions of middle-class home
owners and discourage prospective buyers. Changing the deduction would cause after-tax housing costs to increase, and housing
demand to decrease.
Reduced demand would depress home prices, producing a
sizable loss for existing home owners, leave more home owners
underwater and fuel even more foreclosures. Such a change in
home values could weaken the economic recovery and perhaps
drive the nation’s economy back into recession.
Mandating 20 Percent Downpayments
The national Qualified Residential Mortgage standard that is
being proposed by federal agencies would require a minimum
20 percent downpayment and other stricter qualifications, which
would keep homeownership out of reach for most first-time
home buyers and middleclass households. According to National
Association of Home Builders estimates, it would take 12 years for
the typical family to save enough money for a 20 percent downpayment on a median-priced single-family home. Other research has
found it would take even longer.
Creditworthy Borrowers Denied Homeownership Opportunities
Even though there is pent up demand for homes in many parts
of the country, the construction or sale of which would create
jobs and support local economies, lenders are not making loans
to qualified home buyers. Creditworthy borrowers are being prevented from buying homes by overly restrictive lending standards
which is slowing the housing recovery and hurting the economic
recovery.
Restoring the flow of credit to qualified home buyers will boost
the housing market, help put America back to work, and strengthen
the economic health of communities across the country by providing tax revenues that local governments need to fund schools,
police and firefighters.
Just as each home is important to the family that owns it, housing is vitally important to local, state and national economies. It is
critical that homeownership remains attainable and that access to
safe, decent and affordable housing remains a national priority.
For more information on the impact of housing and homeownership, go to www.tcbra.com or www.protecthomeownership.com.

Surviving is his loving wife ofmore than 60 years, Eivor C. Sellen of Homer; their
children, Christyl (Robert) Lane of Virginia Beach, VA, Roland (Judy) Sellen of Naples, FL, Marlon Sellen of Cortland and Ingrid Griswold of Homer; four grandchildren; two great grandchildren; and several neices, nephews and cousins.
He was predeceased by his sister, June Knapp, in 2012.
Funeral services are Thursday at 2 pm at the Donald L. Barber Funeral Home in
Homer.Interment in Cortland Rural Cemetery will be at the convenience of the family.
The family will receive friends at the funeral home at 1 pm thursday until the time
of the funeral.
Memorial contributions in Mr. Sellen’s memory may be directed to the Homer Avenue United Methodist Church, 30 Homer Avenue, Cortland, NY 13045.
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Homer Town Hall Dedication
						
On Wednesday, January 13, 1909,
the scenery for the stage in the new Town
Hall, from the Chicago firm of Sosman &
Landis Co., was delivered. Thomas Knobel
of Homer, who had the contract for stage
settings in the auditorium, was busily installing the fittings for the various curtains and
expressing his pleasure with the scenery
of woodlands, a grand parlor, a kitchen,
and a prison. Knobel himself had handpainted the scene of the Village Green on
the drop curtain, the same curtain that had
originally been used for Dr. G. A. Tompkins’
drama, “The Village Green,” that had been
presented at the Keator Opera House. Now,
it is clear how retired Homer teacher, Rona
Knobel, comes by her interest in art and
drama. It is genetic!
According to the Homer Republican
of January 28, 1909, the Town Hall had
been officially opened to the public two days
earlier for a grand dedication. All afternoon
on the 26th, it was reported, throngs of visitors were greeted and escorted through the
building by Town Supervisor Melvin J. Pratt,
Town Clerk Lewis M. Austin, and President
of the Village [mayor] Dr. L. W. Potter, along
with members of the village board, the
town board, the building committee, and
their wives. Mrs. W. H. Foster played the
piano that had been purchased from R. J.
McElheny for $290, and C. D. Dillenbeck,
the electrical contractor, operated the stage
lighting switchboard to show off the possible
lighting effects.
A reception was also held that evening, during which musical selections were
provided by Alvord’s eight-piece orchestra.
At 7:30 PM the curtain was raised and the
town and village officers took their seats
upon the stage presided over by Dr. Potter,
President of the Village. He spoke of his
pleasure “to be called upon to preside at the
first formal meeting to be held in the town
hall and that the people had deemed it fitting
that something in the nature of a dedicatory
exercise should be held.” He complimented
the efforts of the building committee and
praised them for “having erected the building without exceeding the appropriation.”
He then introduced Attorney E. W. Hyatt as
Homer’s “City Judge.” Hyatt spoke at some
length about the past record of the town and
of the noble example left by the past generations. Next, a rendition of “Annie Laurie” was
performed by a glee club consisting of Rev.
Albert Broadhurst, Fred T. Newcomb, R. J.
McElheny, Carl E. Bates, Charles F. Fisher,
Ralph S. Bennett, and Fred J. Nixon. The
audience responded by clamorously calling for more. The club responded twice to
encores by “singing popular college airs with
fine effect.” County Judge J. E. Eggleston
of Cortland then offered his recollection of
the many leading citizens of Homer who
had made a name for themselves and
congratulated the present citizens for showing pride in their town. The orchestra then
played while Thomas Knobel exhibited the
stage curtains, scenery, stage settings, and
stage equipment. The general satisfaction
expressed by all that day with the building
was “most gratifying, and especially so to…
the building committee and town board.”
Today, a door near the Board room leads to
a short flight of stairs that takes one up onto
the old stage and into the past. Sadly, the
curtains and equipment of that first day are
either tattered or gone.
The price for entertainments in

by Martin Sweeney, Town Historian

the new Hall was set in 1909. Local parties
would be charged $20 per night and outside
entertainments would be charged $25 per
night. Rehearsals would cost a dollar an
hour. The first public entertainment ever
given there was a benefit concert on the
evening after the official opening. Proceeds
were to go toward buying furnishings for the
hall. The program consisted of local talent
presenting recitations, orchestral selections,
and several solos by voice, violin, piano,
and cello. The newspaper claimed that the
most pleasing were the soprano solos by
Miss Marsh of the Cortland Conservatory
of Music. The acoustic properties of the hall
were deemed to be “excellent.”
Home talent again took the stage
as Triumph Hose [Firefighting] Company
presented the comic opera, “The Sleeping
Princess,” on February 9th and the farcical
comedy, “Charley’s Aunt,” on February 10th.
Both fundraising performances played to a
packed house.
The municipal offices were first
occupied in December, 1908, and in January
of 1909 a motion was made and carried
“that the assembly room of Town Hall be
designated as polling place of Town Meeting
to be held Feb. 16th 1909.” The Hospital Aid
Society was given use of the Hall’s basement. The upper room on the southwest
corner of the Hall was to be outfitted for use
for Town Board meetings and as the office
of the Town Clerk, and the northwest corner
room would be used for Village Board meetings. In more recent years, one room was
suitable for both groups to conduct their
separate meetings. In 1912, in response to
a growing population and additional paperwork, the position of Deputy Town Clerk was
created, and it has been filled by appointment ever since.
In 1914, the Dillon Brothers, managers of The New Cortland Theater, site of
“picture shows” and live vaudeville entertainment in Cortland, requested use of the
Town Hall for a “picture show” -- a foreshadowing of the adaptability of the edifice that would come in twenty-four years.
Movies in the “silent film” era were shown
on weekends in the Union Building (now
the branch office of First Niagara Bank) on
Main Street, Homer. The price of admission
was ten cents. The films came with sheet
music for the young pianist, Florence Foster
Durkee, to provide the only background
sound. Printed dialogue appeared on the
silver screen, alternating with scenes from
cliffhanger serials filmed in Ithaca’s gorges
before the film industry at Stewart Park
moved to Hollywood, California. By force,
Homer was truly “a community of readers”
back then.
That same year, 1914, bids were
accepted for the painting of the Town Hall,
and a flag was purchased to go on the Hall.
In 1916, the Board had to contend with a
community health issue. It determined that
any child of age 16 or younger who entered
into and remained in the Village of Homer
from an area infected with infantile paralysis
was to be quarantined for at least three
weeks. That meant the child was to be confined to his/her home with visitors forbidden
under penalty of a $25 fine. That was a stiff
penalty for the times. Consider the amount
of entertainment that could buy!
Next installment: The Post-World
War I Town of Homer

Rolling Through 2013 with the Crown City
Rollerz
Blood, sweat, tears, and derby gear – do
you have what it takes to be a rollergirl?
Cortland’s very own women’s flat track roller
derby league wants you! The Crown City
Rollerz are holding an informational session
on January 15 at 6:15 p.m. on their upcoming New Skater Training Academy.
Join the Crown City Rollerz coaching staff
for an informational meeting on what it
takes to become part of the wonderful world
of roller derby and CCR’s upcoming New
Skater Training Academy. The meeting will
be held in the league’s winter practice space
and attendees will be able to stay and watch
skaters practice/scrimmage.
Coaching staff will brief attendees on the ins
and outs of the New Skater Training Academy - an intensive 8-week program designed
to prepare new and/or transfer skaters interested in becoming members of the Crown
City Rollerz.
Several skaters will be on hand to answer
any questions interested individuals may
have regarding the roller derby experience.
No commitment is required at this event, but
the academy begins on January 30, so don’t
miss this opportunity to get all the details.

beginning in April, with five home bout dates
and several away dates scheduled. The
Royal Pains wrapped up last season with
an undefeated 9-0 record. Come see what
they’re all about! You know you want to.
Email recruitccr@gmail.com to RSVP and for
the location of their private practice space.
Crown City Rollerz (CCR) is a skater-owned
and -operated organization operating a competitive roller derby league out of Cortland,
NY. The members of CCR are strong and
motivated women who train hard, respect
their teammates and love the sport of roller
derby as well as community-based philanthropy. Our skaters work to increase their
power through discipline, hard work and
focus. CCR strives to create a full-contact
sport that inspires girls and women and appeals to all of our fans.
http://www.facebook.com/CrownCityRollerz
607.229.7453

CCR has an exciting third season planned

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com

The Homer News •January 10, 2013 •7

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

3.13

3.15

3.13

3.17

3.13

3.15

3.13

3.14

4.9

3.13

3.17

3.14
3.24

THE HOMER NEWS
Volume III

January 10, 2013

Issue 14

Linani’s Moves, Reopens With New
Emphasis and “Rebranding”
January 2, 2013. Linani’s has moved to its new location
at 11 North Main Street after several months in temporary
quarters at the Center for the Arts facility.
As part of the move, owner Randy Lewis has changed the
name of the business to “The Manor at Briggs Hall and
Linani’s Catering Service.”
Randy Lewis took over Linani’s Cookie Factory in 1997
from the previous owner. Originally located at 6 N. Main
St. where Heyer Physical Therapy is now located, Randy
moved to 5 S. Main St, where Olde Homer House is now
located. Upon expiration of the lease, Randy found temporary space at the Center for the Arts.
He has spent the past few months renovating the ground
floor space in the former Briggs-Hall Funeral Home. The
interior has been completely redone with code compliant
drywall on the walls and ceilings, new crown moldings,
new paint throughout, and new wiring. New handicapped
accessible bathrooms were also added to comply with current building codes.
The Manor has four rooms available for catered events,
either singly or in combination.
Unlike at the previous location on South Main Street, walkin meals will not be available. However, Randy hopes to

revive the once-a-month community dinners that were
popular in the past.
Under the new model, he will provide lunches or dinners
for groups of four to eighty or more by reservation only.
With four dining rooms of various sizes, you can have a
business or family event for as few as four in one of the
smaller rooms. All you need to do is call him two or three
days in advance to be sure of availability.
Currently, the Cortland Rotary Breakfast Club meets at the
Manor on Wednesday mornings at 7:00 a.m. Approximately 50-60 members are comfortably accommodated.
“Local residents have been very supportive and generous.”
stated Randy. “Some have given me round oak tables,
chairs, and various wall decorations themed for the dining
rooms. I have several weddings booked for this year and
am working with various tour groups to attract bus groups
to stop for lunch or dinner”.
“With a large parking lot adjacent to the building, the site
is a “natural” for bus groups planning to attend events
at the Center for the Arts or Cortland Repertory Theater.
Of course, an added benefit to other village businesses
is the fact that the visitors may wish to walk around the
village and view our beautiful buildings and patronize our
other merchants,” according to Lewis.

Rt. 281 Bridge Reopened
After Rebuild

January 7, 2013. The bridge on Route 281 over Cold Brook
has reopened to traffic.
Front page photos show work crew from Vector Construction removing support equipment this morning. Other photos show northbound and southbound traffic traversing the
new bridge.
Crews from Comet Flasher removed the detour signs
shortly after the road was reopened.
Businesses in the Little York area must be relieved to see
that the road is now open, since the detour made it difficult
for customers to reach the businesses.

more photos page 2

Carpenter Room, looking east
DeVoe Room, looking east

Carpenter Room, looking west
DeVoe Room, looking north
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Renewed Winter Ritual

Homeowner shovels snow from edge of roof to minimize ice buildup.
This chore was not required during last year’s mild winter, but it looks
as if it might become routine this year.

