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The Easter Egg Hunt on the Village Green was again a great success. As the children lined up along the edges of the Green
by age groups waiting for the fire horn to sound, spectators could sense the anticipation. It only took a few minutes for the
eggs to be "found" and opened to reveal the contents. Several eggs had a "gold" or "silver" coin worth a dollar in them. The
annual event is sponsored by the Village of Homer Recreation Department. Several members of the Recreation Commission
were on hand to assist with setting up the event and gathering the empty eggs to be used again next year. Tootsie McCall
cleaned the eggs and stuffed them this year, as she has done for several years. A big "Thank you" to her for her dedication
and efforts each year.
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The Voice of the Town
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Recently I have read that the Village of
Homer is considering expanding the current village offices. It seems that the village trustees seem to not want to move
back in to their old offices in the Town Hall.
Although I am not sure what the thinking is
right now about new office space, I’d like to
offer an alternative.
As we all can see by driving past the Keator Opera House, it is in need of some
repair. The article I read said the village
has about $175,000 set aside for new office space. I expect that is only a down
payment with a larger bill for additional expansion and overruns etc. Given that the
current Keator Opera building is assessed
at around $185,000, why not put an offer in
on buying the building for village uses. A
study is ongoing by an architectural class
to determine what could be done with the
building. The results of the study may be
known sometime in the near future. I do
not know the timetable. The village of Avon
in Livingston County undertook a similar
program. I have attached links to the program. They are using the second floor for

village offices. I do not know what the first
floor is used for, but the 3rd floor is used for
events by the community.
The opera house in Avon is very similar
to the Keator opera house. Once the building is in village hands, then grant money
and bond issues can be used to renovate
the building. As it looks now the building
will continue to fall into disrepair. Economic
reasons have to be developed for a privately
owner building to be renovated. Those ideas
and people who want to put their own skin
into the building have not been very active
as far as I can tell. Maybe I’m wrong. A private developer needs to see a positive economic gain in order to put possibly a million
plus dollars to restore an old building.
I’m just thinking that the village offices
could be on the second floor with the current
stores on the first floor. The opera house
could be used for performances, Lincoln
plays, tours, what have you. The space
does not need to compete with our very special Center for the Arts. A completely different kind of performances could be held in
the 1000 person capacity Opera House.
I suggest a committee be set up to look into
this opportunity.
Ed Finkbeiner
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During my campaign I was able to meet and
speak with many village residents and hear
their thoughts, concerns and visions for the
future of the village.
I thoroughly enjoyed this time and interaction with the many residents I know, and
also appreciated the opportunity to meet
many other neighbors for the first time.
As a lifelong resident and member of the
Village I look forward to serving and giving
back to my community.   Together we can
help ensure Homer remains a great place to
live, work, and raise a family.
Again I want extend a heartfelt thank
you to all who supported me and look
forward to working with Homer Mayor
Genevieve Suits and the rest of the
Board of trustees over the next two years.

Homer, NY March 23, 2013: The
Cortland County Republican Committee
unanimously endorsed three judicial
candidates in a special meeting held
at the Homer Town Hall. Chairman of
the Republican County Committee, John
B. Folmer, announced that a meeting
of the County Committee endorsed the
Hon. Julie A. Campbell for reelection as
Cortland County Court, Family Court and
Surrogate Court Judge, the Hon. Judith
F. O’Shea, for reelection and Binghamton
attorney Eugene D. Faughnan for election
as New York State Supreme Court
Justices in the 6th Judicial District.

THANK YOU!

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Sara Watrous, Elaine
Norris, Lin Cohen, Matt Banazek
*Sports Writer /Photographer: John Zachary

I would like to take this opportunity to extend
my deepest gratitude for those that took
the time to head to the polls on Tuesday
March 19th and selected me to represent
their interests on The Homer Village Board
of Trustees.

County Republicans Endorse
Judicial Candidates
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Contributors

Dear Village Residents, Friends and
Supporters:

Alexandra Mulvihill

Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Mulvihill Thanks Voters

photo from Bero Archeticture, PLLC web site

Hall's Opera Block, also known as Clark's Opera House and Avon Opera Block, is a historic
commercial building located at Avon in Livingston, County, New York. It is a three story, two-part
commercial block completed in 1876 in the Italianate style. It has a symmetrical seven bay principal facade with iron and glass storefronts on the first floor. The top floor performance space
was a central gathering place for the community, where citizens of all ranks could congregate
to attend theatrical performances, lectures, dances, political meetings, and school graduations.
In November 2007, the village of Avon received a $500,000 state grant to renovate the historic
building.

Around Town
LWV Seeks Nominations forAlice Walker Award
The Cortland County League of Women
Voters is accepting nominations for its
annual Alice A. Walker Award. Walker
was a member of the league, active in
community service and a faculty member
of SUNY Cortland.
As an ongoing tribute to her contributions in all areas, the league honors a
member of the Cortland County community who exemplifies Walker’s commitment to service and her independent
spirit, sense of justice and ability to focus
on a need in society. Nominations can
include a description of the candidate’s
background, current activities in the com-

munity, and a statement of how the individual demonstrates some or all of the
characteristics mentioned above.
Nomination forms are available on line at
www.lwvcortland.org and at public libraries in the county, SUNY Downtown on
Main Street, RSVP, Office for the Aging,
the YWCA and the YMCA. Nominations
ca be returned to: Alice Walker Nomination
c/o Shelley Ingraham, 6 Otter Creek
Place, Cortland, NY 13045. The deadline for receiving nominations is April 23,
2013. The award is scheduled to be presented at the League’s annual meeting in
early June, 2013.

Judge Campbell, who resides in
Cortlandville, has been a Cortland County
Court, Family Court and Surrogate Judge
for 10 years, since her appointment by
Gov. George Pataki and subsequent
election in 2003. She has also been
appointed as an Acting Supreme Court
Justice since 2008 and has been assigned
to Cortland County’s Integrated Domestic
Violence Court.
Justice O’Shea, of Elmira, was elected
to Chemung County Family Court in 1993
and then moved to Supreme Court in
2000 following her election in 1999. She
previously served in the Sixth Judicial
District as the Administrative Judge from
2000 to 2008 and Supervising Judge of
Justice Courts from 2007 to 2008.
Mr. Faughnan, of Binghamton, has been
an attorney with the law firm of Hinman,
Howard & Kattel since 1990, heading its
Disability Benefits Practice Group. He
has also served as Commissioner of the
Broome County Board of Elections since
2007.
“I think we have a tremendous slate
of highly qualified candidates for judicial
offices here in Cortland County and
the 6th Judicial District. Members of
the Committee were unanimous and
enthusiastic in their endorsement of
Campbell, O’Shea and Faughnan” said
Chairman Folmer.
He added “The
membership looks forward to working
hard for their election and that of our other
candidates this November”.

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be April 18, 2013 DEADLINE: for ads and news is April
11, 2013.
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“The Cortland County Area
Agency on Aging’s”
Back to School Educational
Series
This series is designed for individuals
who are considering retirement, or who
may have a loved one who will be retiring.
All sessions will provide a brief overview
of the various programs available. Please
feel free to bring a bag lunch. Classes will
be held in room B 302 of the County Office
Building ( The Old Cortland High School).
Sessions will start at 12:15 and conclude at
12:45. For more information and to register
for these free series please call the Cortland
County Area Agency on Aging at 607-7535060. Seating is limited.
    April 18—The Affordable Care Act
    May 16th—Medicare Part A and
Medicare Fraud
    June 20th—Medicare Part B and
		
Preventive services
     July 18th—Medicare Part C ( Medicare
Advantage Plans)
     August 15th—Medigap Insurance
(Supplement Insurance)          
     September 19th—Medicare Savings
Program/Limited Income Subsidy
     October 17th—Medicare Part D and
EPIC
     November 21st—Insurance for people
under age 65
     December 19th—Social Security

Homer Congregational Church
Annual Coffee House to be held
Saturday, April 13th
Doors open at 7:00 pm for the Café
Columbiano, this year’s coffee house theme,
and will support the ZUA Foundation’s
mission in Bogotá Colombia along with
the travel expenses for Richard Schmidt
and Tyler Masterson. Local Rotarian, Bill
Cadwallader works closely with the Bogota
Rotary Club and along with his wife, Jean
are the coordinators of the mission trip.
While there the teens and chaperone, Kurt
Schmidt will work with the local Rotary Club
to assist and learn from the ZUA staff in their
work with youth and mothers.
Come and listen to local entertainment
while enjoying a bottomless cup of coffee,
cocoa or tea for just $7 per person or
$25 maximum for families. Delicious baked
goods will also be available for purchase.
Entrance for the event is located in the
back of the Homer Congregational Church
and is handicap accessible.
ZUA Foundation Charity Profile
ZUA Foundation is a Colombian non-profit
created by a group of people who joined in
order to provide support in different areas
to children in extreme poverty in the city of
Bogota. The Foundation seeks to create
development alternatives for children at risk
for lack of affection, food, education, health
and economic resources.
The ZUA Foundation currently has three
locations, two in the urban area of Bogota:
Headquarters and Headquarters Patio
Bonito El Amparo, and a seat in the rural
area known as “The Pathways Study Center”
in Sasaima Municipality, Cundinamarca.

Father-Daughter & Mother-Son
Dance May 4th
A Celebration of Family Ties for parents
and their children, grades K-12.
Girls bring your Father, Grandfather, Stepfather, or significant father figure in your life.
Boys bring your Mother, Grandmother,
Stepmother, or significant mother 		
figure in your life.
May 4, 2013 (6pm -9pm) at The Mini Conference Center, 131 Port Watson Street,
Cortland
Come dressed up and enjoy a fun filled
evening of dancing and refreshments. The
experience is sure to make wonderful memories.
A photographer will be there to take photos
also.
Proceeds will support Cortland County’s
Relay for Life!
To Register: Contact Kelly to Preregister
at Kellyskids99@hotmail.com
Or by phone (607) 423-0524
(Please Preregister by April 20, 2013)
Sponsored by Relay for Life Team: “We are
Woman Hear Us Roarrrr”

Homer Bloodmobile
April 6 at Methodist Church
The Homer Community Bloodmobile will
be held Saturday, April 6th, from 8am to
1:00pm, at the Homer 1st United Methodist
Church, 16 Cayuga Street(on the Green). A
Double Red Cell Collection unit will be available at this drive.
All presenting donors can enter for a
chance to win a $50 music gift card.
Anyone who wishes to donate should call
and make an appointment at 1-800-REDCROSS or go to: www.redcrossblood.org
Folks with appointments are given first priority, but walk-ins are welcome.

Paint the Town Purple
May 4, 2013 from 12pm to 5pm at the Marketplace Mall Parking Lot, Cortland, NY
The Cortland County Relay For Life brings
this FREE event annually to our community. This will be a fun filled family day to
raise cancer awareness , inform the community about Relay For Life and help Fight
For More Birthdays.
There will be Live Music, including Greg
McQuade, Kenny T & Wildfire, Homer High
Choral Group, The Sassy Pitches, and
Outta the Blue. The "Buzz" will also take
place. Participants raise money and shave
their heads to show their support for those
battling cancer. Mayor Tobin will even get
"Buzzed".
We will also have vendors and teams raising funds for Relay.
For more information please contact Michelle Baker at 607-749-8452 or mcbaker@earthlink.net.
Come out for a great time. Thank you for
your support

EVENTS CALENDAR
April 6 - Veteran Benefits Open House - 1-4 pm Homer American Legion (see ad)
April 13th “What’s this worth?” 10:00 am- 3:00 pm NY LIVING HISTORY CENTER won		
dering how much that little trinket is worth that is sitting on your shelf? Bring it in 		
and ask our experts what the market value may be. (this is not a formal appraisal)
$5.00 per item.
April 13 - Grace and Holy Spirit Church Big Sale to be held Saturday, at 13 Court 		
Street from 8 am to 2 pm. Large selection of household items, electronics, CDs, 		
books (paperbacks and hardcover), children’s and adult clothing, holiday
decorations and more items coming in every day. Bake Sale with a selection 		
of pies, cakes, desserts, and breads. Luncheon will be available from 			
11 am with hot dogs, homemade salads, chips, and soda. Mark your calendar. 		
Proceeds will benefit the Cortland Council of Churches.

As space permits, The Homer News will print a brief notice of your organization’s event
at no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines. April 11
deadline for April 18th issue.

Veteran’s Benefits

OPEN HOUSE

Saturday - April 6, 2013 - 1 pm to 4 pm
Homer American Legion, 63 Main St., Homer, NY
Do you have any questions or need help with benefits, VA Hospitalization or
financial help for you and your family? We may have the answers for you.

Learn about:

• The VA Hospital in Syracuse
• Cortland County Service Officer
• Rep. from Congressman Hanna
• Cub Scouts & Boy Scouts
• Legion Scholarship Opportunities
• Boy’s & Girl’s State
• Holiday Packages for Active Service

WELCOME!
Come see what we’re all about
We welcome Veterans; deployed,
recently discharged, new and old and
their families, and community members
interested in what your American Legion
does for veterans, their families and the
surrounding community.

Sponsored by: American Legion, Sons of the American Legion and the American Legion Auxiliary.

CROWN CITY ROLLERZ HIT TRACK FOR THIRD SEASON
ROLLER DERBY LEAGUE ANNOUNCES DEBUT OF SECOND TEAM
Cortland, NY – The Crown City Rollerz are preparing to roll onto the flat track for their third
season of hard-hitting roller derby action. With their inaugural team, the Royal Pains, coming off an undefeated season, CCR is anxious to get back on the track April 13th and show
the community what they’ve got planned for the 2013 season.
“We had a fantastic 2012 season. But that doesn’t mean we could afford to slack off this
winter. We’ve worked incredibly hard since last season,” said Shannon Bush (Iva Secret
#1974), coach for CCR. “We are extremely excited to get back on the track in our own community to show everyone all we’ve learned and focused on during our training since last
August. I’m really proud of the league we’ve become.”
As a result of a general increase of interest in roller derby in the community, more people
have chosen to become members of CCR. And because of this increase in numbers, CCR
is proud to debut a second team this season. The Imperial Forces will hit the track for the
first time on May 4 to face the Beat City Bedrockers out of Hartford, Conn., as part of a
double-header with the Royal Pains.
“We would not be able to grow at the rate we have without Cortland’s support and the great
enthusiasm and effort of our skaters,” said Jane Witty (HipsWitch #13), league president
and skater for the Imperial Forces. “A number of the Imperial Forces will experience their
first public bout in May – and they’ll discover what an overwhelmingly positive experience it
is to get out on the track with the cheers of your family, friends, and community behind you.”
The Royal Pains and Imperial Forces will be facing teams from all over the Northeast and
even Canada this season. The home bout dates are as follows:
April 13 – Royal Pains vs. Dolly Rogers (Capital City Derby Dolls, Ottawa, Ontario)
May 4 – Double-header! Imperial Forces vs. Beat City Bedrockers (H.A.R.D, Hartford,
Conn.); Royal Pains vs. Hartford Wailers (H.A.R.D, Hartford, Conn.)
June 8 – Royal Pains vs. Wonder Brawlers (CNYRD, Utica, NY)
July 6 – Double-header! Imperial Forces vs. Lunachicks (Fingerlakes Roller Derby, Geneva,
NY); Royal Pains vs. Lumber Jills (Plattsburg, NY)
August 3 – Double-header! Imperial Forces vs. Nightmares on Main Street (Corry, PA);
Royal Pains vs. Jerzey Derby Brigade (Morristown, NJ)
As always, each home bout that CCR holds will benefit a local organization or charity in the
Cortland community. This year proceeds will benefit Wickwire Pool, Relay for Life, Cortland
Rural Cemetery, Toys for Tots, and CAPCO.
Home bouts are held at the J.M. McDonald Sports Complex, 4292 Fairgrounds Drive,
Cortland. Tickets can be purchased the day of the event or before from any CCR skater.
Season passes are also available this year for a discounted rate. Please visit www.crowncityrollerz.com for more information and to keep up to date on all the happenings within
the league.
Crown City Rollerz (CCR) is a skater-owned and -operated organization operating a competitive roller derby league out of Cortland, NY. The members of CCR are strong and motivated women who train hard, respect their teammates and love the sport of roller derby as
well as community-based philanthropy. Our skaters work to increase their power through
discipline, hard work and focus. CCR strives to create a full-contact sport that inspires girls
and women and appeals to all of our fans.

http://www.facebook.com/CrownCityRollerz
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Lightheaded by any Other Name
There’s such a thing as too much selfdisclosure. But when you write a regular
column, you sometimes have to scrape the
barrel for something to write about. And as
Bruce and the dogs have all expressed a
desire to not be mentioned in every column,
I have to use myself for material.
Recently, I had a problem with palpitations.
The old ticker decided to start dropping
beats and giving my heart the old squeezea-matic. It was irritating, but I ignored it.
Palpitations are almost always benign. This
I know from previous lives. Unfortunately,
they (the palpitations, not the previous lives)
started making me lightheaded, tired, and
crabby. More crabby than usual, I mean.
For the sake of humanity, I decided to
go to the doctor. She ordered a twenty-four
hour holter monitor, which said that I was
missing 8500 beats per day. I could have
told her that, but apparently machines are
much more reliable. Any way I went to see
a cardiologist, who assured me everything
was fine and put me on medicine to stop the
palpitations. This one is a miracle drug. In
no time at all the palpitations stopped and I
was back to my usual crabby self and not
my super-crabby self.
Yesterday, I followed up with the cardiologist and as I left they gave me that “summary of your visit” form that all the doctors
do now. You know the one; it tells you your
weight, blood pressure, reason for visit,
medications, and diagnosis. And there it
was, my diagnosis: with a number, ready to
be sent to the insurance company, official. It
read: dizziness and giddiness.
Dizziness and giddiness!!! I don’t even
know where to begin.
The dictionary defines giddy as - frivolous and lighthearted, impulsive and flighty.
Impulsive and flighty? Me? The person who
planned my last vacation for two years?
Down to the minute?
I’m of Scandinavian stock, after all. The
kind of people who say they are fine as
they go down for the third time. The kind
of people who when they are ecstatic look
only mildly depressed. We pride ourselves
in being the sensible, serious ones in the
bunch.
Obviously, some bad karma has come
back to blow raspberries in my face by
officially diagnosing me as dizzy and giddy!
The seriousness of starting life anew as one
of the dizzy and giddy is overwhelming me.
I honestly don’t know how to be dizzy and
giddy. Do I need to take up singing and tap
dancing? If I lost a few pounds of cynicism,
would I float on air? Am I supposed to get
fits of the giggles?
I think I need a cup of tea and a good book
as I reevaluate my life. If you have any suggestions for what the dizzy and giddy should
read, let me know.
What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time with Miss Tammy is
on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am. Story
time is held every Wednesday that school is

in session.
Upcoming themes are:
April 10th - Messy
April 17th - Books
April 24th - Lizards
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd grades
meets every Thursday during the school
year at 3:10 pm. Rockin’ Readers does not
meet during school breaks or on snow days.
Upcoming themes are:
April 4th – no program
April 11th – Extraterrestrials
April 18th – Emotions
April 25th – Night Skies
Books and Movies with Ben, the Library
Dog
Ben and Mrs. Little will be hosting the
movie, Hoot, on Saturday, April 13th at 10:00
am. Bring the whole family to watch the
movie and discuss the book it is based on
by Carl Hiassen. As always, there’ll be popcorn and refreshments. But you’ll have to
get yours fast, because Ben loves popcorn!
Teen Writing Group
The group is open to any 5th through 9th
grader who is interested in writing. Members
meet Tuesdays at 4:00 pm when school is
in session. Meetings include discussions of
the elements of a good story including plot,
character development, and setting. There’s
always time to write and a chance to get
feedback from other writers.
What’s your Story?
Workshop

A Memoir Writing

Saturday, April 27 at 11:30 am, the library
will host a memoir writing workshop with
writer Susannah Risley. This free workshop is open to both teens and adults.
Looking at examples of memoirs and using
writing exercises, participants will access
memories and put them in writing. Bring a
pen and paper and a family photograph.
Refreshments will be served.
th

This event is funded in part of Poets and
Writers, Inc. with public funds from the New
York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the
New York State Legislature. Call the library
to register.
Volunteers Needed
If you are interested in volunteering at the
library and have good computer skills, let us
know. We are looking for people willing to
offer assistance to others in learning to use
the computer, creating resumes, or filling out
online job applications. Call or stop by and
let us know how you are willing to help.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out our
website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday 2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Save the Date and Join Us.
The American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Cortland County will take place June 7,
2013 through June 8, 2013 with the opening ceremonies starting at 6pm at the Cortland
County Fairgrounds, Cortland, NY. Relay For Life, an overnight event, is a celebration
of survivorship – an occasion to express hope and our shared goal to end a disease that
threatens the lives of so many people we love. There are many ways you can get involved
with your local Relay For Life event:
Sign Up Today
The journey to end cancer starts with a single step. The American Cancer Society invites
you to take that step with us by joining the global Relay For Life movement. When you walk
to end cancer at a Relay event, it's your opportunity to not only honor cancer survivors and
remember loved ones lost, but also to raise awareness about what we can do to stay well
from cancer and raise money to help fuel the world's largest walk to end cancer.
Become a Sponsor
By supporting the American Cancer Society through a Relay For Life event, you are sending the message that you care about the well-being of your community and are committed
to saving lives by partnering with the world’s largest fight for more birthdays. There are a
variety of sponsorship levels to choose from, but each level provides your company with
valuable visibility.

Physical Therapy

Return to what matters most
Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com

How to Navigate Hard Drive
Recovery
(NewsUSA) - It's alarming every time your
computer glitches in the middle of working
on a crucial project -- alarm that rapidly turns
to agitation and panic when you can no longer access important files on the hard drive.
Whether the files are business-related or a
personal cache of photos, music and blog
posts, most everyone has felt the pain -- losing drafts for proposals, contracts, grants or
financial data, the list is literally endless.
So, where do you turn to recover your hard
work -- and possibly save your job?
"It's frustrating and disappointing because
a lot of areas of the computing industry are
really well developed," explains Nick Johnson, executive of HardDriveRecovery.com
-- a Los Angeles-based business looking to
fill gaps in the world of data recovery. "You'd
think that with such a crucial part of the computing system being corruptible, they would
develop an adequate service to resolve it
when it comes up."
A crashed hard drive is worse than the spiderweb cracks across the face of a busted
iPhone 5. No matter what is stored on a device, if the majority of data is unrecoverable,
a crashed hard drive unleashes a wave of
panic.
Depending on the damage and source of
the problem, there is a variety of data recovery software. But, DIY data fixes can lead to
worse problems.
"You risk further corruption of the data,"
says Johnson. "That's probably the biggest concern out there because there's so
many points of potential failure that if you
don't have extensive experience, you don't
know how to address it. There are a lot of instances that require a great deal of finesse,
and that's where having an expert is a real
benefit."
The risks of an inexperienced or anonymous technician recovering private files can
be huge. What if the drive is wiped clean entirely? Can you trust them with your data?
Will they overcharge you?
According to Johnson, the best way to prepare yourself is by equipping computers with
up-to-date antiviral software. But regardless
of the hardware or brand, there's always potential for failure. Learn more at www.harddriverecovery.com.

Gift of a Cow Brings
Promise of a Future
(NewsUSA) - Like many children in Central Java, Indonesia, 14-year-old Taufik has
little. He shares a cramped one-bedroom
home with his parents, both employed as
street sweepers. Most days, the money
they bring home is not enough to cover basic necessities like food and clothing, but
now there is hope.
Earlier this year, a load of livestock donated through ChildFund's Gifts of Love
& Hope catalog was delivered to the community. Taufik's family received a cow. "We
are thankful for the cow that was given to
us, and also the training to breed it," says
Taufik's mother, Sri Rahayu. "Now I have
several plans for the future."
The gift of a cow holds much promise for
Taufik and his parents -- food security and
a potential business of selling surplus milk.
Sri Rahayu has taken basic economics
classes through ChildFund and is already
planning how to generate extra income.
"Perhaps a small food place -- anything
that will help us to get more money for the
family," she says.
With the help of ChildFund community
volunteers, Taufik and his mother also are
learning how to care for the cow properly. In
their community, grass is plentiful, so feeding the cow is easy and inexpensive. Taufik's new after-school chore is ensuring his
new friend finds pasture. "I love my cow,"
he says. "I can play with her, and my favorite part is feeding her grass."
Taufik's family was among the 120 households in Central Java to receive cows,
ducks and chickens through ChildFund's
Gift of Love & Hope catalog.
Each year, ChildFund asks community
leaders in its program areas around the
world to identify their greatest needs. Local ChildFund staff members facilitate the
process and compile a list of tangible items
that will benefit children and families the
most. From farm animals to medical supplies, the Gifts of Love & Hope catalog is
filled with items that improve the lives of
children and their families. Once ordered,
these items are purchased in country and
delivered by ChildFund staff to children like
Taufik.
Thanks to the generosity of thousands of
catalog donors, children and families living
in poverty receive the most precious gift -hope.

DOUBLE “J” BIKER SHOP
FOR ALL YOUR BIKING NEEDS!

Biker Jackets, Chaps, Vests, Helmets
TOURMASTER Rainsuits & Clothing
Boots, Goggles, Saddle Bags
Durags & Gloves

607-756-5989

3.10

ROUTE 13 - CORTLAND, NY

WED-FRI: 12:30-6pm SAT: 10-4pm
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Where Are They Now?

From the Boat Shop
By Ed Finkbeiner
I’ve just returned from a 4200 mile road trip
south. Every year my college buddies get
together at someone’s house to do some
fun stuff. This year we met my retired general friend in the Melbourne, Florida area.
My bride and I stopped in Asheville North
Carolina to visit relatives. Didn’t stay there
long enough to see the Biltmore estate but
did drive into the visitors center just to take
a look. On to Atlanta to see other relatives
then on to Melbourne. It was nice warm
weather and I now understand why so many
people from CNY go to Florida for the winter. I loved it. After three days with the guys
in Florida we traveled off to Mobile Bay. I
got to see my first Mardi Gras. You think
you don’t want to catch beads but shortly
thereafter you are reaching over the front
line grabbing the beads and moon pies. I
even went out and bought a Mardi Gras
hat at a local store the next day. Two days
later off to New Orleans for another parade,
beads, gumbo, jambalaya, Bourbon Street
and generally great party time. The next day
of to Natchez and several plantation visits.
Stopped at the Pig Out Inn in Natchez for
the best-pulled pork sandwich I ever had. (A
small dive place that someone said was the
best in the area.) I agree. Off to Vicksburg
and a visit to a Civil War ironclad that was
very impressive. It’s the only one that I know
of that allows people to walk through it.

in. I’m not sure I want to tarp the boat and
move it out of the shop. More room may be
helpful if I want to brew more IPA beer. Jack
Ferguson has a great set up that I use. Jack
and I will be demonstrating our process at
the Center for the Arts in Homer on May 11.
I expect some of you may join us.
I’ve received some white cedar for the
new stems for the 1921 Thompson canoe
I’m restoring. I made a jig for the shape of
the stem. I have a steam set up to soften the
word before bending and clamping to a jig.
Letting the wood set overnight or more will
hold the shape. I ordered treated canvas,
brass stems and filler material. I have completed the patches.

In one picture you will see toothpicks glued
into the old holes. The toothpicks are used
very similarly to when you need to move a
door latch and the holes get too big. Gluing
in small pieces of wood or toothpicks helps
restore the screw holding potential.
A word about old time canvas fillers.
Canvas fillers used to be made with white
lead, which kept the canvas from rotting
and the mildew down. A little toxic for use
today so now we use treated canvas and
non-toxic filler. The new filler is linseed oil,
fine silica and latex. Once it’s applied to the
canvas its gets a good rubdown to smooth it
and then needs to set about a month before
paint can be applied.
When I ordered the canvas and filler, I
also order 3 feet of 3/16” quarter sawn white
cedar for $3 a linear foot. From that board,
I cut out pieces to size of the holes in the
canoe. Using ¾” clenching copper nails, I
was able to nail in pieces of planks to cover
the holes in the canoe.

Next stop was Beale Street in Memphis to
eat more barbecue and listen to local blues
bands. We ate at BB King’s restaurant but
no BB King there. Lots of fun again with a
local Mardi Gras parade with more beads.
We watched a total of three parades and
now I have enough beads to throw our
own parade next year. After visiting Shiloh,
Monmouth Caves, and sightseeing a little of
Kentucky we traveled back home through
West Virginia, Pennsylvania and finally back
to Homer. 16 days, 12 different beds, 4200
miles and lots of good memories. I am a
type A traveler who likes to see lots of things
and not stay put, as my wife likes to do.

stem before repair

hole in side

I’m back in the shop now. I believe I left
off with building the kick up rudder, which is
finished now.
stem with toothpicks

hole with patch

I am going to wait until a little warmer
weather before I take the canoe outside
to use Stripeze to remove the old varnish.
After that is done I can stretch on the canvas.
In the mean time until it gets warmer, I’m
tapping my maple tree. I usually only draw
about 20 gallons to make about two quarts
of the good dark stuff. I had Chris Carle of
Moose’s Metal Marvels on Clinton Street
make me a nice boiling pan that I put on my
turkey boiler burner. It usually takes about a
tank of LP to boil the 20 gallons down. Yum.

Rudder is similar to the GP 14 rudder but is
slightly bigger. We’ll see how it works this
summer.
I’ve decided to put the sailboat (15 foot
knockabout) on hold until warmer weather
when I can work on it outdoors. Mounting
the chain plates for the rigging won’t take
long but I need to be able put the mast

stem after repair

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

Doug Murdock and Family
Doug Murdock graduated from Rochester
Institute of Technology in 1991 with a B.S.
in Mechanical Engineering. Doug is originally from Cortland, New York where he
graduated from Homer High School in 1986.
Since graduating from RIT Doug has held
various positions of increasing responsibility
in engineering and management. In 1995 he
obtained his Professional Engineering (PE)
license from the State of North Carolina
and in 2005 he received a MBA from the
University of Tennessee in Chattanooga.
Since 2007 Doug has been in his current
role as President - Engineered Products
Division, a Division of Mueller Industries,
Inc. (Mueller). Prior to that he held the position of V.P. and General Manager Mueller’s
Refrigeration Products Division from 2001.
Between 2000 and 2001 he held various
positions with Mueller including Operations
Manager and Program Manager. Prior to
joining Mueller he worked from 1997 to
2000 at General Electric Appliance (GEA),
a division of General Electric, where he
held roles of Engineering Team Leader and
Product Safety Program Manager. While at
GEA he led a team of engineers to launch
the next generation of gas and electric cooktops with enhanced features and controls.
Before joining GEA Doug worked three years
at Engineered Controls International, Inc.
(ECII) in various engineering roles including
Asst. Chief Engineer, Lead Engineer, and Sr.
Design Engineer. ECII is a leading manufacturer of LP gas valves and controls. After
graduating from RIT Doug started his career
at Carrier Corporation a division of United
Technologies Carrier (UTC) where he was
part of their screw compressor design team
from 1991 through 1993 and helped develop
Carrier’s first screw compressor.
Doug is responsible for the HVACR/
Engineered Products Division's profitability,
ROIC, vision, and strategy. He worksclosely
with Mueller's business development people
to identify potential acquisitions, perform due
diligence, and support acquistion integrations. As part of the Executive Leadership
Team he works closely with the CEO to
develop Mueller's vision, strategy, and priorities. Other responsibilities include leadership
development of key associates and succession planning.
Doug and his wife Luanne, who is originally
from Baldwinsville, NY, have been married
18 years and have 4 children: Lucian (boy
-13 years old), Raeganne (girl - 10 years
old), Loganne (girl - 7 years old), Morganne
(girl - 5 years old). The currently reside
in Memphis, TN. Throughout his career
Doug and Luanne have had the opportunity to live in Syracuse NY, Greensboro NC,
Chattanooga TN, and Nashville TN. Doug
played collegiate basketball for RIT for four
years and in 1990 was RIT's male Athlete
of the Year. In 2010 Doug was inducted into
RIT's sports Hall of Fame.
Doug's parents are Kay and John Murdock.
His brother Tim manages Murdock's
Excavation and his sister Cindy operates
Kay's Styling Salon in Cortland.

Benson Davis Insurance

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
SMITH’S

TRANSMISSION SERVICE

607-749-3323

STEVE SMITH

- Complete Automatic Transmission Service 28 years Same Location

Transmission Tune-Ups ~ Don’t wait
‘til it breaks. $89.95 most cars
M-F: 8-5
6b13

5485 Rt. 41 - HOMER

www.smiths-transmission.com

5C13

12B13

4.9

315.696.8918

12B13

The GlassSmith, Inc.

6B13

124 S. Main St., Homer • 749-2072

GET READY FOR SPRING!!!

4 Convenient Locations:

SCREEN REPAIR
& FABRICATION

Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307

Shop The GlassSmith for
Professional Work at Reasonable Prices
MON - FRI: 8-5 • SAT: 9-12

5b

Jim Hopkins

3.13

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

(607) 749-5332 •

Financial Advisor

Fax: (607) 749-5740

HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
3.24

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Service Work
Licensed Master Plumber

4.7

Crown City Guns & Ammo
Licensed Firearms Dealer

607.756.5380

Milt Sebring

3901 Route 281
Cortland, NY

Tues: Noon-5
W, TH, F: 10-5
Sat: 10-2
Closed Sunday

Lynn Hughston - Owner • Jill Jones - Office Manager

5056 State Route 41 • Homer, New York 13077

7B13
3.15

Owner

ccstoveworks@yahoo.com

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

12B13

3.15

10B13

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 Men’s • Boy’s • Women’s • Girl’s Clothing
P.O. Box 268
9-11 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

3.13

7B13

(607) 749-3314
FAX (607) 749-4304
Toll Free 1-888-476-0385

e-mail: sales@homermensandboys.com
www.homermensandboys.com

5B13

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main Street • Homer, NY

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

1stmo
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Old Streetcar Bench Found, Donated by Janet Pugh to
Town of Homer For Future Display

PROTECTING VICTIMS OF
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
On Wednesday, April 10, there will be
panel discussion about strengthening the
order of protection
laws for victims of domestic violence at 5
pm at the SUNY Beard building, 9 Main
Street, Cortland.
Panelists include Judge Julie Campbell,
Assistant District Elizabeth McGrath,
Public Defender Edward Goehler and a
member of the police force. Light refreshments will be served at 4:30 pm.

Janet Pugh is seated on the streetcar bench she donated to the Town of Homer, as she discusses
her donation with Town Historian Martin Sweeney.
The right photo shows some of the "Traction Company" memorabilia.

An item once tucked away in an
attic or basement for safekeeping may
be overlooked for years until a major
cleaning occurs. At that time, a valuable
treasure may be uncovered. Such was the
case recently when Mrs. Janet Pugh of
22 Warren Street decided to move to her
son’s home in the suburbs of Washington,
D.C.. She arranged for Kathy Beardsley,
Downsizing Consultant of A Touch of Glass
Antiques and Collectibles, to remove and
sell the contents of her home -- even
items that had been squirreled away in
the basement by previous owners of the
residence built in the Historic District. That
was when Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer
Historian, was summoned to examine the
exciting discovery that was thought to be
a three-foot long seat from an early streetcar. Mr. Sweeney took a look, copied down
some information, and hurried off to do
some on-line research.
Sure enough, the artifact retrieved
from Mrs. Pugh’s residence fit the description of a typical bench seat used in electric
streetcars of the 1890s – a seat with light
brown rattan (wicker) upholstery mounted
upon a pedestal of wood and cast-iron.
Rattan upholstery was not unusual for
streetcars of the era, according to on-line
sources. The seat could be bolted to the
trolley’s floor and had a back that could be
mechanically slid back and forth. Thus, it
was conjectured that when the car arrived
at the end of the line, say in Preble, and
the motorman and conductor changed
the trolley poles, the backs of the seats
could be slid back for passengers to ride
comfortably facing forward as the conveyance made its way back through Homer to
Cortland or McGraw.
The name of “Hale & Kilburn Mfg,
Co.” is visible on the pedestal of this seat.
This was a Philadelphia furniture manufacturer founded by Henry S. Hale and
Cheney Kilburn, which specialized in producing seating for railways, subways and
trolleys. Originally located at 48-50 North
6th St. (at Arch St.), Hale & Kilburn started
off building parlor furniture, commodes
and other household products in 1873. By
the turn of the century they had become
famous for their streetcar and railroad
seating. They even developed a “walkover”
railroad bench seat upholstered in brown

Spanish leather that incorporated a pedestal that allowed it to be rotated 180 degrees
allowing it to face forward or backward
depending on the direction of the train. At
the time, most of their seating was built
using cast-iron frames and pedestals. By
the early 1900s, Hale & Kilburn produced
hundreds of all-steel passenger seats with
velour coverings for the Pullman Company.
On September 19, 1920, as part of a one
million dollar merger, the stockholders of
the Hale & Kilburn Corporation accepted
a plan whereby the company would be
taken over by the American Motor Body
Corporation.
Was this particular seat used
on a streetcar passing through Homer?
The patent date upon the cast-iron frame,
September 19, 1893, suggests that it
could have been. The Cortland Traction
Company replaced cars pulled by horses
with electrified streetcars in 1895. January
28, 1895, saw the first trip from Cortland to
Homer and back by such a conveyance.
Ultimately, a line was operated to Preble
and back. Perhaps, we can trace the owner
of the Warren Street address to someone
affiliated with the line, but is it not interesting that Charlie Bernheim of Homer found
that the house next door, No. 20, was
possibly once owned by a motorman on
the line named Babcock? He also found
a booklet with a photograph of a Cortland
Traction Company streetcar’s interior, and
the seats match the one retrieved. Charlie’s
personal collection includes tickets and a
conductor’s badge, and the tickets and the
booklet he is donating to the Town.
The treasure from the Pugh residence cleaned up nicely. Someday, would
it not make a great addition to a visitor
center/local history museum at the Homer
Center for the Arts, joining other artifacts of
days in Homer when turnpikes for stagecoach travel, the railroad, and street cars
were considered innovations? It is with
that intention that Mrs. Pugh is donating
the bench to the Town of Homer, as her
parting gift to the community where she
and her late husband, David, lived for four
decades and raised two sons, Richard
and James, but never knew this piece of
Americana was waiting in the basement for
a new lease on life in 2013.

At the 2013 State of the State Address,
Governor Cuomo announced plans
to advance a 10 point Women’s Equity
Act.
This 10 point plan is focused on
breaking down barriers that perpetuate
discrimination and inequality based on
gender.   Protecting victims of domestic violence by strengthening order-ofprotection laws is one of the 10 items.
Victims of domestic violence face too
many obstacles in securing protection
from their abusers. We have witnessed
the murders of women in Cortland County
that were victims of domestic violence.
The program is being presented by the
League of Women (and Men) Voters of
Cortland County.    Goals of the League
include registering voters, providing them
with information about candidates and
issues and encouraging people to vote.
Further information about this program and
membership in the League can be obtained
by calling Charlotte Farris, 756-7284.
The program is being provided by the
League of Women (and Men) Voters of
Cortland County.

This Mother’s Day Get Her
Something That Lasts
(StatePoint) This Mother’s Day, skip the
bouquet and get mom something she will
really use.
Whether she’s a serious chef wanting to
expand her culinary repertoire, or an everyday cook hoping to save time on food prep,
use the gift-giving opportunity to beef-up
Mom’s kitchen.
For example, a high-quality zester or grater will help make following trickier recipes
a snap.
Or a knife sharpener, which no kitchen
should be without, will extend the life of her
knives, and make for a safer more efficient
kitchen. Look for an all-purpose sharpener
designed to restore knives to their original
angles.

Issue 20

How to Keep Wildlife
in the Wild

(NewsUSA) - This past summer, many
Americans learned about the existence of
hantavirus and that the bubonic plague is
again present (albeit rare) in the U.S. as
cases resulting from these diseases made
national news. These shocking and tragic
cases were linked to nuisance wildlife,
and serve as harsh reminders that many
pests are vectors of disease. Because of
the health dangers these pests pose, it is
important to keep them out of our homes,
out of our yards and out of our lives.
Dr. Jorge Parada, medical spokesperson for the National Pest Management
Association (NPMA), urges parents to
remind their children of how dangerous
animals can be, particularly wild ones.
“We often see parents bring children to
the hospital for fear of rabies exposure or
some other health concern associated with
pests. Children are notorious for admiring
wildlife too closely and being exposed to
potentially harmful pathogens and bacteria
in doing so.”
With seasons changing, many pests will
be in search of new sources of food, water
and shelter as these items become less
readily abundant than in warmer months.
If not properly protected, homes and yards
provide welcoming environments for pests.
Rodents, raccoons, squirrels and bats are
some of the more common nuisance wildlife species likely to cross over into homeowners’ personal spaces in the coming
weeks and months.
NPMA offers the following tips to help
keep nuisance wildlife from inhabiting your
property:
• Seal cracks and holes on the outside of
the home, including entry points for utilities
and pipes.
• Keep tree branches and shrubbery well
trimmed and away from the house.
• Don’t leave pet food or water outdoors.
• Hang birdfeeders as far back in the yard
as possible.
• Keep basements, attics and crawl spaces
well ventilated and dry.
• Store garbage in sealed containers. Make
sure lids on outdoor trash receptacles fit
snugly.
• Replace weather-stripping and repair
loose mortar around basement foundation
and windows.
• Add chimney caps to prevent wildlife from
entering.
If you suspect a problem with such pests,
play it safe. Contact a qualified pest professional for additional advice and treatment if
necessary.

For great gift ideas, visit www.EdgewareProducts.com.
After other mothers’ flowers have wilted
and chocolates consumed, your gift will
keep on giving.

Postcard photo of Streetcar owned
by the Cortland Traction Company.

Serving our community since 1968.
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Get More information from cinquanti.com!
•Market, community and school statistics
•Guided tours, customizable property searches
•Online “Chat” assistance
•More listings than any other regional website and much more!

(607)749.7575 • 77 South West Street • Homer, NY 13077
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The signs are up! The lights will be up soon. Then the
temporary wall will come down. Just in time for warm
weather.

