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Homer Elementary School PTO presented an “outdoor movie” on the Village Green August 24th.
According to PTO President Jen McMasters, this is the third year the PTO has presented an outdoor movie, and attendance this year was the highest ever. THN’s photographer estimated that more than 250 persons were in attendance to
view the movie.

September is local food month!

by Sara Watrous

On Sunday, September 2 at 4pm, Main Street Farms (located at 116
N West St., Homer) is hosting a potluck to celebrate local foods and
bring together some of the area’s farmers, food producers and food lovers. September is local food month. The Northeast Organic Farming
Association of New York (NOFA-NY) is having their 3rd annual “Locavore
Challenge.” The goal is to raise awareness and support the local food
movement across NY state. People can choose to what extent they want
to participate, with challenges ranging from a day, to a week, to the whole
month of September. Register using the link below.
It is more than just simply “voting with your folk.” It is a fun way to build
community and support local agriculture and our regional food system. It
is a fun challenge to try and get as much of your food from
within 250 miles of where you live. The challenge ever allows for a few
exceptions: coffee, olive oil, spices, some baking supplies, and up to 5 wild
cards (things that can’t be found in our region).
Come kick off the Locavore Challenge at Main Street Farms’ Locavore
Potluck on September 2. It will be a great opportunity to network, discuss
food, and have fun! Its also a great opportunity to visit the farm and learn
about their aquaponics system, if you haven’t seen it already.
Please bring a “local” dish to pass, your own plate and fork, and an extra
chair, if possible. All are welcome! Need help finding local products? Visit
your area farmers’ market (Homer, Cortland, Virgil and Cincinnatus all
have markets, find dates and times at sustainablecortland.org) or farm
stand. Visit Oh My Goodness Health Food Store, this small, locally-owned
local food and health food store is home to many local food treasures that
can’t be found anywhere else in the county. Or ask your local grocery
store if they offer local products. If they don’t yet, let them know that if they
did, you would buy them!
Join the Facebook event or for more information, contact Allan at 7492090 or e-mail sustainalecortland@gmail.com. Visit http://www.nofany.
org/events/ny-locavore-challenge.

Join the Community
Chorus of the
Center for the Arts
The Center for the Arts in Homer is begining
the second year of its Community Chorus.
We are now registering new and returning
members for the fall session. Talented musician, Marina Gorelaya, brings her extensive
experience and enthusiasm to the role of
our chorus director. Chorus membership is
open to men and women, 16 and older, who
enjoy singing.
No auditions are required to join the chorus, and chorus members do not need to
know how to read music. At the end of the
session, we perform for the residents of local
retirement and nursing homes.
The chorus will meet on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM beginning
September 18, 2012. We will meet at the
Center for the Arts.
The chorus will practice a diverse selection of songs. A membership fee of $40 ($35
for Center for the Arts members) will help
defray the cost of the 10-week fall session.
Scholarships are available.
This chorus is planned to be a relaxed
and enjoyable night out for all participants.
Encourage your friends and family members
to be a part of this fun way to share the joy
of singing.
If you would like to join the Center for the
Arts’ Community Chorus, please call Teri
Holbert at 749-4900 or email teri@center4art.org to receive a registration form and
updated information.

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s
and Boys, Olde Homer House, Oh My Goodness
Health Foods, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market,
Bev’s Fashions, Lily Lanetree, Dandy Mart,
Blue Frog Coffee House, Gail’s Antiques and
Collectibles, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Ice Cream.

Classifieds
For Sale: Bicycles: girl’s 24’ 10 speed,
girl’s 20” 1 speed. $10 each. Microwaves,
1200 watt with carousel, $10. 600 watt with
carousel, $10, 600 watt, NO carousel, $5.
607.745.8358 (Homer)

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.
com

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

EVENTS CALENDAR
As space permits, The Homer News will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the
EVENTS CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in
mind our publishing schedule and deadlines. September 6 deadline for September 13 issue.
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The Guardian Within, Part 2

by Kiana Brown

Ed. Note: Kiana Brown is a 13 year old girl who lives in Minneapolis and spends summers with her
grandparents, Fred and Linda Lenhard in the town of Homer. She and her grandfather frequently visit
the Lime Hollow Nature Center. Kiana finds the Nature Center a “place of peace and serenity”.

It has been a week since I last accepted
Surla’s offer to live with him. He was still
searching for a reason as to why I wanted
to live with him. “I don’t understand. One
other girl was asked the same question,
but she turned down my offer. Why did you
say yes?” I searched for an answer and he
stared at me with piercing eyes. “I saw the
despair in your eyes when you mentioned
this place to me. I could tell that you were
tired of living alone for so long without someone to stand by you. I wanted to change
that.”
The wind blew softly behind me. I looked
at Surla and he hid his face from me.
“K-Kiana…t-thank you…you truly do understand my feelings. You are the best friend I
ever had….thank you.” He cried in my arms
as he hugged me. I laughed silently and
whispered, “You are welcome.” He released
me from the hug and walked with me to the
exit and he waved. “Come back tomorrow!
There is something I must show you.” I
smiled and waved back as I headed home.
When I reached the house, I spent an
hour outside listening to the wind and talking to Surla. I was so happy I got to see
you again, Surla. I’ll see if I can come back
tomorrow. I called out to him. The wind blew
and he answered, “Good. I will do my best
not to be jealous of the old man. I still think
I should be the one to guide you.” He said
flatly. Hey, that’s not very nice! It’s only for a
little while and you shouldn’t be so hard on
him. There was no reply, so I headed back
into the house and took a nap for a little bit.
I still wasn’t so sure Surla was going to keep
his promise about not being jealous. So my
grandfather took me to Lime Hollow again,
but it was a different part of his home we had
not yet seen.
Not even ten minutes into the walk
the wind blew violently around us. Surla
seemed angry at my grandfather for reasons
unknown even to me. “He…should not be
here! This is sacred ground to the spirits
of the wind and water! Tell him to leave.”
I looked back at my grandfather, who was
struggling against the might of the wind.
Surla…your judgment towards him is very
harsh. Stop this now, please!
The wind died down to a slow steady
breeze. Now, Surla’s voice was calm and
gentle towards the both of us. “Forgive me,
the both of you. But this is sacred ground
to the spirits of wind and water. One of you
must leave now before their wrath grows
stronger.” My grandfather smiled at me. “I’ll
leave the two of you alone now. I’ll head
home and wait for you to come back.” He
walked away from us laughing silently to
himself.
Surla led me through the woods telling
me about the areas we passed and their
significance to the spirits. “These woods are
known as a place of worship to our kind.
We rarely bring visitors, or their guarded
ones, here.” We walked over a bridge to a
large dome of fossils. “Why?” He thought a
moment before answering. “No one knows
why, exactly. Some say their hearts are
filled with hate and they drive our protectors
away. But your heart is pure and gentle and
that is why I brought you here.”
He pointed to a nearby stream. “Look over
there, Kiana. That particular stream houses
the spirit of water, Ava. Why don’t you try
and talk to her? Who knows, she just may
answer back!” I stared at the stream focusing on the pattern the water was moving. “I
don’t know, Surla. I’m nervous.” He smiled.
“It is the same with talking to the wind. Close
your eyes and use your mind to reach out to
her. Focus….”
I cleared my mind of all thoughts and saw
a vision of the water spirit waving at me.
Ava, hear me as I call you from the land

-

-

above you. A bubbly voice sung out from
the water. “I hear you calling me, child. I
could sense your guardian is with you. Tell
me your name, don’t be afraid. I am Ava,
the gentle water spirit of old.” She bowed
graciously towards us. I was in shock not
knowing what to say until Surla encouraged
me. “Go on. Say something to her.” He
whispered.
I closed my eyes and saw her smiling
gently at me. My name is Kiana and my
guardian is Surla, the spirit of wind. Can you
show yourself to us? The water splashed,
drenching us in water and a dragon adorned
in blue appeared before us, her clothes
shimmering in the sunlight. Surla bowed and
I followed suit addressing her in an appropriate manner. She laughed and told us to rise.

CHICKEN BARBECUE
& BAKE SALE
~ Homer American Legion ~
Saturday, September 1st
11:00 am ‘til gone
Half: $6.00

Full Dinner: $8.00

Benefit: Veterans’ Community Project

“I welcome you, Kiana to the sacred
home of the water and wind spirits. Surla,
how long have you known this child?” He
straightened his back. “We met 3 years ago
in the deeper parts in Lime Hollow. She had
a guide with her, but because this sacred
ground, he went away and left us here.”
She smiled. “It appears you have become
very good friends, yes?” I nodded my head
excitedly.
She turned and faced the stream where
she rose. “It was nice to finally meet you,
Kiana. Now I must return home and look
after the other bodies of water that lie
around here. See you soon, Kiana!” She
dove into the stream and splashed us again.
I waved at her and continued walking with
Surla. “Ava seems like a nice spirit. How
long has she been alive?” He thought for a
long while. “Long before I was even born.
She is said to be the oldest living spirit
known to man.” He laughed.
The sun peeked out from the trees. Surla
looked out over the cliff laughing to himself.
“What seems to be so funny?” He turned
and had tears running down his cheeks.
“My father and I used to come here every
summer and have picnics here. But sadly,
he has passed on into spirit afterlife and
can no longer return. Some spirits are given
immortality, but my father wasn’t one of
them.” I could hear his voice breaking and
on the verge of tears. I wiped his tears and
he smiled.
“Thank you. I miss him very much. I bet
you don’t even know what that’s like…” He
walked away and didn’t notice I wasn’t following him. “I…I do. My father died too, 9
months ago. I miss him dearly just as you
miss your father. You see Surla; you’re not
the only one who lost someone close to you.
At least you know he is watching over you.”
He sat down on the grass and closed his
eyes presumably watching a memory of his
father going on a picnic here.
He looked at me with a growing
smile. “Yes…I understand now, what my
father meant. He wanted me to be strong,
not muscular like the men of your kind, but
he wanted me to be brave if anything were
to happen to him. I now have realized that
thanks to you. Your courage and bravery
over such powerful endeavors have somehow given me the courage to move on.
Kiana…thank you.”
He took my hand and led me to the
beginning of the trail. “It is time for
you to leave. Promise me you will
never forget me when we part for
the final time…you must promise!
He kissed me on the cheek and
walked back into the woods and I
headed home smiling in memory
of him. I promise to always have
you in my heart. I went to sleep
that night dreaming of him and all
he has done for me since we met.
The End of The Guardian Within Series

Homer American Legion News
Information for Veterans and the Community
from The American Legion, Burns-McCauliffe
Post 465, Homer New York.
For the good of our Community: A
motion was made to purchase a Brick to
support the Living History Museum and was
approved. We are also encouraging our
members to volunteer at the museum. This
is a great addition to our community and a
worthy cause.
Recent Events: As many posts do, we
send funds to purchase flowers for decoration of the burial plot of our namesake, Pvt
William Burns. He was buried in the AisneMarne American Cemetery in France. We
recently received confirmation and a picture
of his headstone decorated with flowers and
the American flag.
Post News: Our Ladies Auxiliary Color
Guard took 1st Place in competition at the
State Department Convention. Also, the
Family Color Guard participated in competition and took 4th Place – this was great job
by both of these talented groups. (Picture
above)
To Benefit Veterans:

Remember, the

Syracuse VA is considered one of the best
in the U.S. In their ongoing attempts to
update and improve the service to Veterans
they have created Red and Blue Team clinics to move patients through more efficiently.
Additionally, there is a new training model
nation-wide for processing claims faster
and more accurately. Getting enrolled in
the VA system is easier than ever on-line.
If you haven’t done so, please do. Funding
that each VA receives is dependent on how
many people are signed up with them.
If you are a member of Post 465 and would
like to receive meeting notices via e-mail,
please contact us at: halpost465@verizon.
net
Any one currently serving or discharged is
eligible to become a member. We will pay
dues for members who are deployed. New
members are always welcome.
September Meeting:
1100 hrs.

September 29 at

Respectfully Submitted:
Brenda McIntosh-Clark, Post Adjutant

SURLA (left) and AVA (above)
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Homer History

by Martin Sweeney, Homer Town Historian

Homer during the Civil
War & the Nation’s
Centennial
In 1845, the United States annexed
Texas, and a war for territorial expansion
ensued with Mexico. The result was the
taking of the northern half of Mexico, which
included California, where gold was discovered in 1849. Americans from North and
South moved westward in search of gold
and fertile farm land. This opened debate
over the Southern desire to take slaves as
“property” protected by the Constitution into
the West. When the ability to compromise
failed, a War Between the States -- then
called “the Rebellion” -- broke out in April of
1861. President Lincoln put forth an order
for 75,000 volunteers to come forward to
quash the rebellion. Later, Homer called for
a special town meeting for August 19, 1862.
By a vote of 360 to 3, a resolution was carried calling for “fifty dollars to be paid to each
person who should volunteer from the town
of Homer from July 2nd 1862 until the whole
number of the quota should be raised…
under the two last calls of the President of
these United States.” The bounty was raised
to higher amounts over the next three years.
Three months short of the war’s end in 1865,
the amount was $400 per volunteer who
enlisted for one year, $500 for two years,
and $600 for three years. Three men were
to receive bounties for having secured substitutes to enlist in their places.
To preserve the Union and end slavery,
men from Homer served in such regiments
as the 76th and the 157th , and men from
Homer made the ultimate sacrifice. Among
them, Private William Carpenter, Francis
B. Carpenter’s 28-year old brother, died
from wounds received at Gettysburg, and
Asa Moore, a 17-year old bugler, starved to
death in July of 1864 at the infamous prison
camp at Andersonville, Georgia.
The Spanish-American War of 1898 and
the international military conflagrations of
the twentieth century would exact their price,
as well. Homer names would appear on
casualty lists well into the 21st century, right
up to the name of Private Shawn Falter, who
died in Iraq on January 20, 2007.
It was in Washington, D.C., in 1862,
that Homer’s William Osborn Stoddard
was asked to make copies of an order
President Lincoln had drafted. It was the
Emancipation Proclamation calling for the
freeing of slaves in the rebel states and
beginning the process that would lead to
the Thirteenth Amendment, which ended
slavery forever in the United States. In
1866, Francis B. Carpenter returned to
his hometown with the painting he did

in 1864 of Lincoln that would make this
native son famous. The First Reading of
the Emancipation Proclamation before the
Cabinet was exhibited on October 8. To see
it, people filed up the stairs to what was later
called the Keator Opera House on the third
floor of the Barber Block on Main Street.
Eventually, with the help of his good friend
Stoddard, Carpenter would see the painting come to hang, as it does today, in the
Capitol building in Washington, D.C. In 2007,
Harold Holzer, acclaimed Lincoln scholar and Senior Vice President for External
Affairs at the Metropolitan Museum of Art
in New York, credited Homer’s Carpenter
with being “the most important artist ever
to portray Abraham Lincoln.” Both Stoddard
and Carpenter wrote books about Lincoln
and life at the White House in the 1860s.
These are primary sources used by Lincoln
scholars to this very day. Stoddard even
described how he had the pleasure of introducing Homer’s Jacob M. Schermerhorn
and his daughter Anna to President and Mrs.
Lincoln during the wealthy businessman’s
visit to the Executive Mansion.
Of course, Lincoln would never have been
President were it not for the fine detective
work of a man born in a log cabin on the
Scott Road in 1809, the same year Lincoln
was born in a log cabin in Kentucky. Eli
DeVoe was his name. He was one of the
men involved with thwarting a plot to assassinate the President-elect on February 23,
1861, when his train was scheduled to stop
in Baltimore while en route to the nation’s
capital. Ironically, in 1865, DeVoe would participate in arresting two of the conspirators
in the successful plot to assassinate Lincoln
and the unsuccessful attempt made on the
life of Secretary of State William H. Seward
(from Auburn, New York). Thus, three lads
who grew up in Homer played pivotal roles
in the life and iconic imagery of Abraham
Lincoln.
Yet another local hero of the era was Sgt.
Llewellyn P. Norton of Company L, 10th New
York Cavalry. For having charged, on horseback, a Confederate artillery position and for
capturing two men and a fieldpiece, he was
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor.
The actual presentation, however, was not
made until 1888. Upon returning from the
war, he lived in the house at the northeast
corner of the Green and sold insurance.
William Osborn Stoddard made a visit to
the Village of Homer in 1863, just after the
battle of Gettysburg had been fought. He
found the place changed. The Common was
now a park-like Green with a newly-built
edifice of brick for the Congregationalists.
These projects, along with a new cemetery
west of the village, the Glenwood, were
all spearheaded by the civic-minded Paris
Barber. Paris was one of the sons of the

Girls’ Basketball
Homer Recreation Girls’ Basketball
Homer Recreation Department

merchant Jedediah Barber. “Uncle Jed,”
in 1863, was rebuilding his Great Western
store after the first one was destroyed in a
fire in 1856.
In 1867, “Uncle Jed” was in his 31st year
(out of 33) as president of the academy’s
trustees, and the original school needed to
be replaced. On April 2, 1867, at a special
town meeting, consideration was given to a
resolution calling for the raising of $20,000
in taxes “for the erection of a new Academy
building in the Village of Homer” to replace
the edifice constructed in 1819. 466 were in
favor of the tax, and 140 were opposed. A
new school was built. Others would go up
on the same site through the ensuing years.
In 1876, the United States was one hundred
years old. For the Centennial Exposition
in Philadelphia, Paris Barber planned to
construct a colossal human figure made
entirely of the stalks, husks, and tassels
of corn. For the design of “King Corn,” he
consulted Francis Carpenter, the portraitist

he had befriended and abetted in the 1840s.
Finding his lifelong friend and benefactor
too ill to make the trip to Ithaca to seek
financial support for the project from Cornell
University, Carpenter went in his place. No
financial support was forthcoming, and the
project terminated in the spring of 1876 with
the death of Paris, just two weeks after the
death of his father, Jedediah.
To celebrate the nation’s centennial locally,
the Reverend William A. Robinson prepared
a “Sketch of the History of Homer N.Y.” and
read it on the Fourth of July. The oration
began with these words: “To compress a
hundred years into twenty minutes is a feat
rivaling the achievements of the railroad
and the telegraph in annihilating space.” If
only this “unofficial” town historian could see
what the technology of 136 additional years
has done in “annihilating space”!
Next installment:
Homer in a time of National Transition

REGISTRATION DATES
Saturday, September 15th, 12:30 pm to 2:30 pm
Tuesday, September 18th, 6:pm to 7:30 pm
Thursday, September 20th, 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
at the HOMER TOWN HALL

Players MUST accompany parents to signups as they have a form to sign!!

Cost $30.00 for Cortlandville and Village & Town of Homer
Residents
Cost $40.00 for all other Residents
Basketball covered in depth! Areas covered include Jump Shots, Pick-n-Roll, Post
Position Play, Point Guard play, Ball Handling, Defense and more!
FOR GIRLS IN GRADES 7 & 8

Thursday (usually) nights from 6:30 to 8:30 PM
Saturdays (October) from 12:00 PM to 2:00 PM
Saturdays (November & December from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Program will (usually) be in the Homer Junior High Gym in October
Program will be in the Homer Elementary Gym in November & December
Program starts on September 29th and ends on December 22nd
No signups after September 29th

75% of the time working on skills and fundamentals with the remaining time
scrimmaging
Don’t worry if you can not make all of the sessions. I understand that you may
be playing other sports, may be in some other activity or have a lot of homework.
Just attend when you can!
For more information concerning Homer Girls’ Basketball, Call Roger Sager, Girls
Basketball Director at 745-5911. 749-7409 or e-mail him at rogsager@aol.com
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Double “J” Western Shop

SMITH’S TRANSMISSION SERVICE

Route 13 (1 1/2 miles North of Cortland)
Cortland, NY 13045 607-756-5989

607-749-3323
- Complete Automatic Transmission Service -

WESTERN BOOTS

Transmission Tune-Ups ~ Get it done
before winter. $89.95 most cars

Hats - Belts - Buckles
Moccasins

Men - Women - Children

28 years Same Location

Hours - Wed-Fri: 12:30 - 6
Sat: 10 - 4

STEVE SMITH
M-F: 8-5

5485 Rt. 41 - HOMER

VALLEY VIEW GARDENS

Mon - Fri: 9-6 • Sat: 9-5 • Sun: 10-3:30 Thru July 1

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 Men’s • Boy’s • Women’s • Girl’s Clothing
P.O. Box 268
9-11 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-3314
FAX (607) 749-4304
Toll Free 1-888-476-0385

e-mail: sales@homermensandboys.com
www.homermensandboys.com

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Jim Hopkins

Susan L. Sandy

Financial Advisor

Branch Manager
AVP
Homer Office

Mailcode: NY-34-99-0044
25 South Main St.
Homer, NY 13077

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

phone: 607-749-7201
toll free: 800-KEY-2YOU
fax: 607-749-5611
susan_l_sandy@keybank.com

A. Allison
Asphalt

Quality Work Guaranteed
Sealcoating

Driveways

Free Estimates

Parking Lots

Crack Repair

Patching

607-745-3761

Susan L. Sandy
Branch Manager
AVP
Homer Office

See
Bill O’Gorman

607-543-1215

go to: www.billogorman.info
See the Difference, See the savings

· CARS· TRUCKS· MINIVANS· JEEPS & MORE·

Mailcode: NY-34-99-0044
25 South Main St.
Homer, NY 13077
phone: 607-749-7201
toll free: 800-KEY-2YOU
fax: 607-749-5611
susan_l_sandy@keybank.com
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Phillips Free Library News
						
Fall is in the air
I’m addicted to iced tea. Unsweetened,
freshly brewed, preferably Luzianne brand,
which I used to have to have sent to me
from out of state. With lots of ice, too. It’s
called “iced” tea for a reason, not cold tea,
not luke warm tea, not room temperature
tea. Iced tea, as in “with ice.” With enough
ice to last until I’m done drinking it, which will
be never because I’m addicted, remember?
I drink ice tea year round, with ice, even
when it’s thirty below and snowing out. The
only time I drink hot tea is in the morning,
when it’s cold. So, this morning I drank my
first cup of hot tea for the season; a sure
sign that fall in coming. Right up there with
golden rod, ragweed and sinus headaches.
Another good reason to drink hot tea.
Hot tea is what makes a sinus headache
bearable. That and a good book. I’ve finally
started reading The Eyre Affair by Jasper
Fforde; only ten years after it was first published. If you haven’t read it, do. It definitely
helps take your mind off fall allergies and
congested heads. Reading about an alternative England, which is still fighting the
Crimean War, where literary characters are
being removed from novels, where dodos
are pets and where special operatives deal
with literary crimes and time anomalies,
makes me forget all about golden rod.
And if that doesn’t make fall sweet, then
try this – the library is hosting a Fantastical
Fall Filled with Fantasy. Thanks to a grant
from The Bernard Carl and Shirley Rosen
Library Fund of the Community Foundation
of Tompkins County, we will be having four
(count them, four!) fantasy authors visiting
the library and school this fall. They’ll spend
a day at either, the Homer Intermediate, the
Jr. High, or the High School. Then they’ll
do a writing workshop for youth here at

ned

Seaso

breaks or on snow days.

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

the library, followed by an evening program
open to the whole community.
Here’s the lineup:
Frederic Durbin, author of The Star Shard
will be here Thursday, Sept. 27th
Laura Ruby, author of The Wall and The
Wing and Bad Apple will be her Wednesday,
Oct. 17th
Julie Berry, author of The Amaranth
Enchantment and The Rat Brain Fiasco will
be here Friday, Nov. 2nd and 3rd
Tamora Pierce, author of Trickster’s
Choice and Terrier will be here Wednesday,
Nov. 7th.
Each author will give a free writing workshop for students and a public talk. All students who participate in a writing workshop
will receive a free copy of one of the author’s
books and be able to post their own stories
to the Fantastical Worlds Wiki. Students will
also be able to submit a short story for inclusion in a printed anthology. Check the library
website or call for the exact details of each
workshop.
So forget about ragweed and come to the
library for a fantastic fall!
What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time with Miss Tammy
will restart on Wednesday morning, Sept.
12th at 10:30 am. The theme will be Back
to School.
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd grades
will restart Thursday, Sept. 20th @ 3:10 pm.
Students in K-2nd grade may attend every
Thursday during the school year. Rockin’
Readers does not meet during school

FIREWOOD

ORDER EARLY!!
l
Topsoi Pick-up or Delivered
1349 Fisher Ave.
Cortland, NY

Fantastical Worlds at the Library
Author Frederic Durbin will be at the library
on Thursday, Sept. 27th, as part of the fantasy writers’ visits the library is hosting this
fall. Mr. Durbin will give a writing workshop
for students in 4th through 9th grades at
4:00 pm. The workshop is free, but space
is limited to 25 students. Pre-registration is
required.

For more information about any of our programs call 749-4616 or check out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday 2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

County Historical
Society Plans
December Trip

Durbin is the author of The Star Shard,
a children’s fantasy published in 2012. He
also wrote Dragonfly and several stories
published in the magazine Cricket. All
students who participate in the writing workshop will receive a free copy of The Star
Shard.
At 7:00 pm on Sept. 27th, Mr. Durbin will give
a free talk entitled “Worlds from Words: The
Joy of Writing Stories for Children.” This talk
is free and open to the public.
On Friday Sept. 28th, Mr. Durbin will be
at the Homer Intermediate School providing
workshops to all 4th graders.
All students who participate in a workshop
either at the school or the library can submit
a story to be included in a printed anthology.
Students who submit stories will receive a
free copy of the anthology. Student submissions will also be posted online at http://
fantasticalworlds.wikispaces.com/home .
For information on submitting a story, call
the library or check the library website.
Mr. Durbin’s visit is made possible by a
grant from the Bernard Carl and Shirley
Rosen Library Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County.

The Cortland County Historical Society
is planning a trip on Sunday, Dec. 2,
2012 to Rochester, NY to see Charles
Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” at the
Geva Theatre with a preshow lecture
by the director and actors. After the
show, we will visit the National Museum
of Play. The Museum provides educational, entertaining and unforgettable
intergenerational fun for all ages.
After departing Rochester, we will
enjoy dinner at the Springside Inn on
Oswasco Lake.
For more information and reservations,
please contact the Cortland County
Historical Society at 607-756-6071.

SUMMER’S HERE !!
AIR CONDITIONING:
test and recharge

Mulc

Ted McBride Co.

Themes for Sept. are:
Sept. 20th – Library Card Sign-up Month
Sept. 27th – Koalas

h

607-753-1040
Ted’s cell 607-543-0382

TIRES:

mount, balance, rotate

ALIGNMENT:

up to 210” wheelbase

Route 13 North at
Lorings Crossing

NYS INSPECTIONS
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

Jim Ferris
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com

Rt. 281 (West Street) Homer, NY
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Funds Available for Sidewalks in the Village

22 Marks “A Taste of
Autumn” on Main Street in Homer

The Village of Homer still has funds available tor sidewalk replacement. Several property owners have done sidewalk replacement with financial help from the Village.

Sustainable Cortland, the Cultural Council of Cortland
County, and the Homer Farmers’ Market are teaming up
to present “A Taste of Autumn” on Saturday, September 22
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in downtown Homer. This celebration of local tastes will be a great way for individuals and
families to sample the best that local farmers and businesses have to offer.

If you are interested, contact the Village Clerk’s Office soon, as there is a deadline for
completion of the work to qualify for assistance. The Village will p ay for 70% of the cost
up to a limit of $1000 for the Village share.
We have many people who walk daily for exercise on our beautiful village streets. This
program will help make it safer for those who walk, and improve the appearances of the
village.

September

The Farmers’ Market will open at 9 a.m. with many
vendors offering free samples of their fruits, vegetables,
baked goods and jams and jellies. The Homer Farmers’
Market features 30 member vendors—all with items grown
and produced within 30 miles of Homer.
At 10 a.m. the Cultural Council of Cortland County and
Sustainable Cortland will sponsor a mushroom cooking
class with SUNY Cortland Professor Timothy J. Baroni in
the downstairs kitchen of the Congregational Church on
the Green.
“Dr. Baroni will demonstrate how to prepare several elegant mushroom dishes,” explained Sheila Cohen, Board
President of the Cultural Council and event co-organizer.
“Dr. Baroni is a distinguished professor of Biological
Sciences who collects and studies mushrooms across the
globe. He is also known to be very accomplished at cooking with mushrooms.”
From 11 a. m to 2 p.m. participants can stroll downtown
Homer to experience a variety of tastes.

Before replacement of “heaved” concrete sidewalk

In the Farmers’ Market tent on the Green, Chef Andrew
Burke, a graduate of the Culinary Institute of America,
will serve unique dishes featuring fresh local meats, vegetables, fruits and cheeses provided by the vendors of the
Homer Farmers’ Market. Visitors to the Market tent will
be able to chat with Chef Andrew and pick up copies of
his recipes with information about participating farms and
businesses.
“The neat thing about this event is that people can savor
the unique tastes that Cortland County has to offer and
walk right over to talk to the farmer who grew the veggies
or raised the meat,” commented market organizer Lisa
Lickona. “It is exciting to be able to link the consumer and
the producer in this way.”
Main Street restaurants Dashers Corner Pub and Lucky
Kitchen and Oh My Goodness health food store will offer
tastings as well. Main Street Farms, a Homer business
and a vegetable supplier for Dashers, will be presenting a
mini-aquaponics demonstration. Local businesses will be
joining in with sidewalk sales.
Activities for children throughout the day will include face
painting and a scavenger hunt at the Farmers’ Market
and a smoothie –making demonstration at the Elizabeth
Brewster House.
“A Taste of Autumn” is co-sponsored by Sustainable
Cortland, a community-based organization dedicated to
sustainable solutions for Cortland County by advocating
for the health and well-being of our residents, environment, and local economy. “We organize regular events
and collaborate with other community groups to help
fulfill this mission,” explained Program Coordinator and
Americorps volunteer Sara Watrous.

After. A smooth, safely walkable sidewalk.

“A Taste of Autumn” is a fundraiser for the Homer
Farmers Market, the Cultural Council and Sustainable
Cortland. Tickets for the Cooking Demonstration and the
Tastings are $10 and $7 respectively, and can be purchased at the market booth at the Homer Farmers’ Market
, Oh My Goodness, or at The Picture House Frame Shop,
85 Homer Avenue in Cortland. Phone orders for tickets
can be placed at 607-753-1188. For more information,
contact Tina@Homerfarmersmarket.com.

www.cinquanti.com
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E-Z ACRES EXPANSION

McMahon’s E-Z Acres is adding a new barn to their facility on the West Scott Road. The free stall barn is being consructed by Finger Lakes Construction. The McMahon Farm expansion is another example of business
growth in the Town of Homer.

The new barn flanks the milking parlor building (center) that is attached to the original free stall barn.

