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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

Bus students were greeted on the first day of
school by Superintendent Nancy Ruscio (right)
and School Finance Officer Russ Hearton (left)
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Around Town
Village Board

The Homer Village Board met on September 4th at the Homer Fire Station. Department reports were accepted as submitted.
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CEMETERY - New dump truck is in service
POLICE - School Resource Officer starting Wednesday September 5th. Mrs. Carley addressed the board regrding skateboarding in the village. Skateboarding is prohibited in the village, would like the board to address allowing skateboarding.
STREETS - Old backhoe sold at municipal equipment auction for $13,101. This was more than anticipated. The standby
generator at the Fire Station has been hooked up and is running. Proposed “oil and stone” treatment for Prospect Street
from the Town Garage to Rt. 281 at a cost of $3000. Approved.
FIRE DEPARTMENT - Received 1 bid for repair of the flat roof, bid was accepted.
FIRE CHIEF - Kyle Reddick accepted for membership
OTHER BUSINESS- Moved to obtain a plaque recognizing Ted Grant (former resident and Recreation Commission chairman) for his donation of land to the village several years ago. The land is on the east side of the Tioughnioga River between
Water Street and Durkee Park.
Next meeting is October 2. Budget Workshops October 15 and October 29

Town Board
The Homer Town Board met at the Town Hall building on September 5th following a public hearing on Farmland Protection.
The board discussed the planned closure of RT 281 near Cold Brook Road to replace the bridge over Cold Brook. The
board was opposed to closing the bridge at this time since it would impact agricultural operations in the area. The board
agreed to send a letter to the NYS Separtment of Transportation requesting a delay of the closure. The next day, the Department of Transportation announced that the bridge replacement would take place in the spring of 2013.
After a lengthy discussion and comments from the public attending the meeting, on a motion by Fred Forbes the board
voted to have the Town Attorney draft a local law providing for a 6 month moratorium on Hydraulic Fracturing in the Town
of Homer. The proposed law will be presented to the board at the October meeting and a public hearing date will be set at
that time. After the public hearing the board will vote on the law and if the law is passed, it will be sent to NYS to be filed,
at which time it will become effective.

The Current Status of Natural Gas Development in
the Town of Homer
Lawrence R. Jones, PhD
It might surprise some that there is currently a natural gas well in the Town of Homer. In the spring of 2005,
Chesapeake Appalachia, LLC drilled a vertical natural gas well (6619 deep feet) just off Coldbrook Road near
Stevens Road in the Town of Homer. Shortly afterwards, a horizontal well branching off at 5,325 feet was
drilled in a northerly direction from the vertical well. These wells were permitted by the DEC under a 1992
Generic Environmental Impact Statement (GEIS) and specifics can be found on the DEC web page.
A GEIS is used to evaluate a broad base of environmental impacts. The purpose of a statewide GEIS is to
reduce redundancies (and cost) associated with permitting. A GEIS describes the conditions that it covers
and potential environmental impacts.
In December 2010, Governor Patterson signed Executive Order 41 which halted issuance of drilling permits
under the 1992 GEIS. This executive order has been interpreted two different ways. The first interpretation
by the drilling companies is that it is an outright moratorium of natural gas drilling. Consequently, some companies issued Force Majeure (acts outside human control) letters to lease holder suggesting leases will be
automatically extended until the moratorium is lifted. Under this scenario, economic harm is caused to lease
holders. This has largely been beat back by lease holders. The second interpretation is that the Executive
Order is a halt to permitting under the GEIS and that a drilling company can still drill using a site specific
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). Site specific EIS are generally expensive. The second interpretation
is effectively a moratorium as gas companies generally will not go to the expense of performing a site specific
EIS to obtain a permit.
The DEC issued a draft supplemental GEIS in September 2009 and a revised version in September 2011. The
main reason for all this activity in preparing a GEIS is the development of High-Volume Hydraulic Fracturing
techniques which were not known in the 1992 GEIS.
As it relates to the Town of Homer, there are several items in the 2011 draft Supplemental GEIS which should
be noted:
1. The draft supplemental GEIS (3.2.4) will not cover well pads in Homer which are: within a 500 foot
buffer around primary aquifers; within 2,000 feet of a public water supply wells, river or stream intakes
and reservoirs; within 500 feet of a private drinking water well or domestic use springs, unless waived
by the owner.
2. Due to the fact that the Homer Aquifer empties to the Tioughnioga River which feeds the Susquehanna River, water withdrawals are under the control of the Susquehanna River Basin Commission.
Homer is in the Upper Susquehanna Subbasin. According to the SRBC webpage, “SRBC regulates
all withdrawals of surface water and groundwater and consumptive water uses within the basin for
natural gas development”. During the draught in Pennsylvania, the SRBC ceased withdraws of water
in some counties for natural gas development.
3. The Draft SGEIS (3.2.5) is proposing to keep in place the 1992 finding that disturbances larger than
2.5 acres in Agricultural Districts require a site-specific SEQRA determination. Since most well pads
are greater than 2.5 acres, this site specific SEQRA determination would normally be required. 63%
of the land in Homer is currently in the Agricultural District.
4. Any proposed high-volume hydraulic fracturing where the top of the target fracture zone is shallower
than 2,000 feet along any part of the proposed length of the wellbore will require a site-specific
SEQRA determination. The Homer Aquifer does not extend below 100 feet deep for either the unconfined or confined portions.
In summary, if the 2011 GEIS was accepted in its current form, natural gas well pads would not be permitted within 500 feet of the primary aquifer, would require a SEQRA determination if larger than 2.5 acres in the
Agricultural District (63% of Homer), and would need to be deeper than 2000 feet. Most believe that there
is not an outright moratorium on drilling today. A moratorium causes significant economic harm to property
owners with natural gas leases. What is in place today is a procedure that makes getting a permit difficult,
essentially resulting in a moratorium.
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Letters to the Editor
To the Editor
I can add a little information to your recent article on Homer in the Civil War. In 1860 the
town of Homer had a total population of 4,356 people (about 2000 living in the village). The
town contributed 282 soldiers in service, primarily in companies H and D of the 157th New
York Infantry, company E of the 185th New York Infantry, the 76th New York Infantry, and in
Cortland’s first company to enter service, company D, 12th New York Infantry. During the
war the town suffered 20 killed and mortally wounded, 40 wounded, and 31 others dead
from illness and other causes. During one day at the Battle of Gettysburg, July 1, 1863, 9
Homer men died and 11 others were wounded.
I would like to suggest you add to your paper the question “where is it now?”
Here are two examples
1.

Homer’s Civil War hero is Brevet Brigadier General Willoughby Babcock who was
mortally wounded at the Battle of Winchester, Virginia, on September 19, 1864.
To honor Babcock the Homer community raised 1,200 dollars to place a memorial
monument to him in Glenwood cemetery. At the time of the dedication on May
30, 1871 Willoughby’s wife was on hand and donated his field uniform to the local
Grand Army of the Republic post 105. Where is it now?

At the juncture of Warren, Clinton and Fulton streets in Homer there is a small
public park referred to historically as Newton Park, named after Homer’s great
benefactor, Charles O. Newton. The park has a large stone boulder with an obvious concrete base for a sculpture attached to the surface. In 1905 Newton had
a bronze figure of a reclining dog (“watch dog”) placed on the stone. Where is it
now?
Edmund Raus
Homer
Author of “Banners South, A Northern Community at War”
2.

EVENTS CALENDAR
September 22 – A Taste of Autumn – Downtown Homer – 9-2 pm. Farmers
Market, food demonstrations, tastings, sidewalk sales, kids activities.
September 27 - Habitat for Humanity Fundraiser, Toolbelts and Tiaras,
6-9 pm at Clarion University Hotel, Ithaca, NY - tickets, call 607-898-4148
September 29 - Chicken and Biscuit Supper at Preble Congregational Church
on with seatings at 4:45, 6 p.m. and 7:15; take-outs available. Reservations
are required for seating and take outs. Call 607 749-2331 or 749-3794. Adults:
$9; Under 12: $5; Under 5 Free. The red room is wheelchair accessible.
October 7 - The Center for the Arts will hold their Fall Shoppes, from 11 to
4.Vendor spaces still available. Please contact us at fallshoppes@gmail.
com or call the Center at 607-749-4900.
October 27 - Saturday Masquerade Gala to benefit Access to
Independence. 6-9 pm at SUNY Cortland Alumni House. $50 per person.
Tickets, call 607-753-7363.
As space permits, The Homer News will print a brief notice of your organization’s event
at no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we suggest you
purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines.
September 10 deadline for September 27th issue.

Judith Geiger,
Master Reiki
Judith Geiger, Life & Relationship
Coach received her Master Reiki practitioner certification last weekend in
Glen Falls, NY with teacher William
Rand. William is the president of The
International Center for Reiki Training.
www.reiki.org Reiki is a Japanese
technique for stress reduction and
relaxation that also promotes healing.
As a Certified Life Coach & Master
Relationship coach for singles Judith
works both nationally and internationally over the phone or by Skype.
Coaching is Judith’s passion and she
noticed when she added the Reiki
to her coaching her clients were getting breakthroughs more quickly. She
trained with Grace Durfee http://www.
coachingwithreiki.com/ from Boston on
how to integrate the coaching with the
Reiki for an exciting new field of healing work.
When Judith is not coaching or doing
Reiki she is spending time on her small
horse farm in Moravia, NY. Judith and
her husband enjoy teaching the grand
kids about nature. You can learn more
about Judith at her web sites. www.
beinloveagain.com or www.oraclecardcoaching.com
Contact Judith at Judith@beinloveagain.com or call 315 497 3059

Classifieds
FIREWOOD – SEASONED HARDWOOD,
delivered 10 miles, $70 face cord, larger
quantity or pick up for less $. 749-4624
(3.11)

For Sale: Bicycles: girl’s 24’ 10 speed,
girl’s 20” 1 speed. $10 each. Microwaves,
1200 watt with carousel, $10. 600 watt
with carousel, $10, 600 watt, NO carousel, $5. 607.745.8358 (Homer)

-

-

The Phillips Free Library conducted reading events on the Village Green during the Farmers Market on Wednesdays.
The youngsters are listening carefully so as not to miss anything.
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Homer History by Martin Sweeney, Homer Town Historian
Homer in a Time of National
Transition

and from which to provide new
services was needed.

Post-Civil War America
was in transition. A different way
of life was emerging in the 1870s.
It was the so called “Gilded Age,”
an age in which the rich got
richer and the poor got poorer.
It was an age giving rise to big
business, new services, and the
belief in technology’s superiority
over Nature. That belief culminated in an avoidable disaster
in 1912 involving an “unsinkable
ocean liner” called Titanic.

At “the turn of the century,” the following businesses
were headquartered in the city
of Cortland and the Town of
Homer exacted of them a “special franchise tax”: Homer &
Cortland Gas Light Co., Cortland
Home Telephone Co., Cortland &
Homer Electric Co., and Cortland
County Traction Co. This last
business provided a new and
popular service: electric trolley
service, and it was taxed $7,500.
It carried passengers between
Cortland and the park in Little
York.

In 1878, a special town
meeting was called in Homer
to elect a supervisor to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation of S. McClellan Barber,
son of Paris Barber. The result
was 276 votes for A. Judson
Kneeland and 127 for David H.
Hannum. While Hannum, a clever horse trader, landowner, and
banker, would be the inspiration
for the colorful, folksy protagonist in Edward Noyes Westcott’s
bestselling novel David Harum
(published in 1899), he apparently was not all that popular
with the voters of Homer in 1878.
Could it have been his unfortunate conviction for fraud in 1868
and his attempt to gain money
from the Cardiff Giant Hoax
the next year (more fraud) that
stuck in the public’s mind? His
reputation would posthumously
improve over time, once he was
linked with the fictional Harum
-- proving the increasing power
of the printed word in the “Gilded
Age.”
Also, in 1878, the Town
Board approached the Officers
of the Episcopal Society about
the possibility of purchasing the
Episcopal meeting house (in the
basement of which the Board
had been holding meetings for
43 years) for the Town’s purposes. The Minutes for February
20, 1883, show that protracted
negotiations had been abandoned. The next year, the Board
held a public vote and moved to
relinquish all claims to the basement of the church as soon as
the Town, with or without participation of the Village, could
secure a site and construct a
building to serve as a firehouse
and with “a large room to be
situated on the first floor, fronting the street, to be used jointly
by Town and Village, for town
caucuses, Town meetings, corporation meetings or other public meetings….” In the 1890s,
Board meetings were held at
the First National Bank on Main
Street, and annual town meetings were conducted at different
locations: the Murray Building,
the Porter Block, the “vacant
store” in the First National Bank
building, and the Hakes Block.
Clearly, one permanent location
to conduct the town’s business

History was made in
Homer on February 17, 1903,
when mechanical “U. S. Standard
voting machines were used for
the first time,” instead of paper
ballots. The records show that
“the taking off the returns from
the machines was accomplished
in 17 minutes.” The Town Board
decided that three machines
were to be purchased for $500
each. Consider the time-saving
progress being made! Of course,
this was to be trumped in 2009
when the town first used electronic voting machines.
Indeed, the first two
decades of the new twentieth
century witnessed the “progressive movement.” Americans
were eager to correct economic,
social, and political ills, and that
desire for progress was keen in
Homer, too. At the biennial town
meeting of February 19, 1907,
Fire Chief E. C. Darby and the
Fire Council of the Homer Fire
Department offered a resolution
“in regard to a joint Village and
Town Building” to be erected
“upon the plot of ground formerly
occupied by the National Hotel in
North Main Street….”
These reasons were cited
for such a building: office space
for Town and Village officials;
safe repository of town and village documents; storage of “voting pharphanalia [sic]”; a jail
“with better facilities for handling
criminals;” “a suitable auditorium where public meetings can
be held without the expense of
paying rent, the lack of such a
hall being felt most keenly in
both village and town life”; “more
capacious and easily accessible
quarters for the companies of
the local Fire Department;” and
“a place for holding political caucuses, party meetings, and elections.” The eighth reason clearly
shows the spirit of the times: “…
Homer should have such a building to maintain its reputation as
a progressive community [italics
added], and to hold its own with
other towns of similar size in this
and neighboring counties….” A
motion was made and carried
“that the Town Board appoint a

Committee of Five to look into
the matter of a joint building.” M.
J. Pratt, the Town Supervisor,
along with George Klock, W.
H. Foster, George A. Brockway,
and Harry Hull comprised the
Building Committee appointed
on February 23, 1907. They
thought it best to combine an
engine house (fire station) with
the Hall and to build it south of
the Union Building (the lot where
the David Perfetti residence now
stands). They secured an option
to buy for $3000.

was known as the National at
the time of its fire in November,
1904. On the northeast corner
of Main Street and Water Street
and at the eastern end of Clinton
Street, the National had boasted
of 52 rooms, a stable to accommodate 100 horses, and one
flush toilet. According to the late
Anna Hilton of The Landmark
Society, during the 1904 fire, “the
crockery was thrown from the
windows” while the feather beds
were “carried down the ladders.”
At an estimated loss of $12,000,
it is this hotel fire that opened up
The
site
the
Fire a space in which the Town Hall
Department wanted was select- could be constructed.
ed, but plans would not include
an engine house. For ninety
The owner of this piece
years this site had been occu- of property was Burdette H.
pied by a hotel built by Enos Griffin, who had served the town
Stimson. As of 1894, the bus- as a justice of the peace from
tling village had three hotels to 1901 until his resignation was
accommodate travelers passing accepted on May 1, 1906. The
through Central New York State. Fire Council’s petition, also,
Through the years, under chang- stated that Griffin “has publicly
ing management, each hotel had announced his deep interest in
changed names and had expe- this proposition and is willing to
rienced fires at different times, give the sum of $500.00 toward
causing great confusion decades purchasing the site,” the value to
later for those trying to correctly be determined by a representaidentify photos and postcards of tive of the town, a representative
the fires. A “lower hotel” (only of the village, and a third to be
one balcony across the front) named by the other two.
stood where the present fire station stands; it was destroyed by
Next installment: The
fire in 1934. The “upper hotel” Town of Homer Builds a Hall
(with a balcony along two sides)
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7 South Main St.
HOMER, N.Y.

V I L L AG E
F O O D M A R K ET

749-3311

See Our Store For
Convenient Shopping Hours

Prices Effective Monday, September 17, through Saturday, September 22, 2012

PERFECT TRI M Q UA L I TY M EATS
M o u ntaire
Bo neless Beef Bo tto m
Rou n d
Roa stin g
Roa st
Ch ick en s
¢¢
$$ 28
28
lb .

Sav e U p To
$1.0 1 lb .

89

Bo neless Po rk

1

Bo neless Beef

lb .

C lassic

H atfield

Ba con

1 lb .
pk g.

Regu lar o r A p p lew o o d

A ll M eat

O scar
M ayer

Bologn a

-DEL I-

99
199

Bo b Ev ans

2

$$

59
59

4

$$

58
58

H o neysu ck le W h ite

W u nd erb ar
G erm a n Bra n d
Bologn a

O ven Roa sted
Tu rk ey Brea st

D eli
Sliced

4

$$
lb .

98
98

Ranch , C atalina, Rok a or Zesty Italian, 8 oz. btl.

$1.99

Betty Crock er Pa n ca k e M ix $1.69 Sh u rfin e Sk illet M ea ls

2 for $3

Sh u rfin e Ba th Tissu e

5 for $5

A ssorted V arieties, 5.3-7.3 oz. box

2 for $5 Sh u rfin e Ea sy Sid es

A lfredo, Parm esan, C h ick en or Bu tter N oodle, 4.3-4.5 oz. bag

Sh u rfin e Pa per Tow els 3 for $5 O cea n Spra y Cra n b erry Blen d 2 for $5
O riginal, L igh t or W ith Raspberry, 46 oz. btl.

Berio O live O il

$3.99 Sh u rfin e Tortilla s

10 0 % Pu re or Extra V irgin, 16.9 oz. btl.

38
38

$1.99

W h ole W h eat or Flou r, 8 ct. pk g.

Dia m on d Crysta l Sea Sa lt $1.99 Sh u rfin e Cla ssic Detergen t$2.99

C oarse or Fine, 22 oz. cnt.

A ssorted V arieties, 128 oz. btl.

Bu m b le Bee Tu n a

4 for $5 Spic-Spa n L iq u id Clea n er $2.99

C h u nk L igh t, In W ater, 5 oz. can

C itru s or Su n Fresh , 40 oz. btl.

Sn ow ’s Ch opped Cla m s

$1.79 Cin ch Spra y Clea n er

H a n over Ba k ed Bea n s

$1.99 Ch ore Boy Spon ge

Inclu des M inced, 6.5 oz. can

$2.19

17 oz. btl.

A ssorted V arieties, 28 oz. can

99¢

H eav y Du ty or A ll Pu rpose, 1 ct. pk g.

lb .

58
58

Sliced
Stra w b erries

38
38

20-22 o z.

Sav e
$1.0 0

Sh red d ed
Ch eese

79
179

$$

16 o z.

lb .

Sav e U p To
$2.99 o n 2

12 o z.

Green Gia n t

M a m a Rosie’s

Broccoli C u ts,
C orn, M ixed or
Sw eet Peas

fo r

8-10 o z.

ICE CREAM DEL IGH TS

Perry’s Prem iu m

I ce Crea m
A sso rted V arieties
Inclu d es Sh erb et

3$$10

fo r

N ovelties

N u tty C o nes, Ice
C ream Sand iw ch es o r
M itey Bites

fo r

27
$$

lb .

Ju m b o

G reen Peppers

98¢¢
$$ 98
3 98

Fresh

Peppers

fo r

Ca rrots

3 ct. pk g.

2 lb . b a g

SN AK C SPECIAL S

K eeb ler

K eeb ler

Clu b
Cra ck ers

V ien n a
Fin gers

28
128

$$

lb .

Tri-C o lo red

25

I ce Crea m Ba rs

Tom a toes
O n Th e V in e

K ellogg’s

Specia l K
Ba rs

98¢¢
K ellogg’s

Specia l
K Sn a ck
Cra ck ers

FREE Sale!

6-12 pk .

fo r

K lon d ik e

I ce Crea m Ba rs

Buy One
Get One
48 o z.

27
$$

2 lb . b a g

38
138
$$ 28
1 28

$$

9-12 o z. b a g

Yellow O n ion s

$$

59 o z.

o r G reener
Selectio n

U .S. N o . 1

Prem iu m O riginal,
W ith C alciu m or Pu lp

Sn ick ers

48
48

1/2 ga l.

O ra n ge
J u ice

99
99

24 o z.

Perry’s

D o le

Blo sso m V alley

fo r

88
88

Cla ssic Rom a in e

A pple Cid er

H om eM a k er

Sm all C u rd,
L ow Fat or
L arge C u rd

23 2
$$

$$

5 lb . b a g

4 lb . b a g

53

Cotta ge
Ch eese

A ssorted
V arieties

99
99

4-6 o z.

1

$$

3
$$ 98
2 98

$$

Sh u rfin e

V egeta b les

88
88

$$

U .S. N o . 1

Ru sset
Pota toes

O ra n ges

Regu lar or W h ips
V arieties

15-18
o z.

Sav e
$1.0 0

2

$$

Yopla it

99
99

16 o z.

Bird s Eye

Sa n d w ich
Stea k s

6

fo r

13-16 o z.

Stea k -u m m

$$

$$

$$

fo r

11 o z.

U .S. N o . 1
C o rtland o r
Zesto r

Yogu rt

A ssorted V arieties

23 24 1
$$

fo r

V alenica

Crea m er

C h eese, C h eese
& Spinach ,
C h eese M inis,
Potato G nocch i
or C av atelle

Stro eh m a n n

D ’I ta lia n o
Rolls

99
2$$3 2$$4 $$299

A pples

A ssorted V arieties

In tern a tion a l
Deligh t

Ra violi

Stro eh m a n n

H a m b u rger
or H ot D og
Rolls

FRESH PRO D UCE

8 o z.

Stea m ers

Sh u rfin e

En glish
M u ffin s

K in g, Ra n ch
or Split-Top
W h ea t Brea d

3

$$

D eli
Fresh

DAIRY
Sh u rfin e

Sh u rfin e

Sou r
Crea m
Regu lar o r N o n Fat

Stro eh m a n n

Sand rid ge
Rotelli Pa sta o r
Stu ffed Pota to
Sa la d

2

$$

16 o z.

21 o z.

12 oz. squ eeze btl.

$2.69 K ra ft Dressin g

Big Roll, 2 Ply, 121 ct. roll

2

lb .

H ard or Soft Sh ells, 14.9-16.35 oz. box

Big Roll Ultra, 2 Ply, 4 pk .

80 % L ean

24

O n Th e G o O riginal or Berry N u t Blend, 7.5 oz. box

Sh ak e’n Pou r, Bu tterm ilk , 5.1 oz. btl.

$$
fo r

$$

for

M ediu m , Fine, H earth Style, W ide or Extra W ide, 12 oz. bag

O riginal or Unbleach ed, 5 lb. bag

55

8 pk .

Instant A ction, 24/7 Perform ance or Breath e Easy, 20 lb. bag

Gold M ed a l Flou r

Brow n ’n
Serve
Sa u sa ge

L ink s o r
Patties
6.4 o z.
pk g.

24 o z.

3 lb . b a g

12 o z.

Pa per
Tow els

Traditional, M eat, N o Salt,
Tom ato Basil, Roasted Red
Pepper & G arlic, Tom ato
G arlic & O nion, Eggplant
Parm esan, Sw eet Tasty Dolce,
Dolce M u sh room or 3 C h eese

12 oz. btl.

Banqu et

Sa u sa ge
Ch ili W /
Bea n s

or
C h ick en’n
N o o d les
12 o z. pk g.

88

$$
fo r

FRO ZEN
Sh u rfin e

Sh u rfin e

$$

Spa rk le

Pa sta Sa u ce

M inestrone, Tom ato Basil,
L entil, Penne C h ick en,
French O nion, V egetable
or C ream y M u sh room

Grou n d Beef

Ru sser’s
H on ey & M a ple
o r L igh t Cook ed
H am

lb .

W h ipped
Toppin g

12 o z.
pk g.

98
98

V egeta b le
Cla ssics

fo r

11.4-19.5 o z.

Fra n cesco Rin a ld i

ITEM S O FFERED FO R SAL E ARE NO T AV AIL ABL E TO O TH ER RETAIL ERS O R W H O L ESAL ERS* M EM BER O F O L EAN W H O L ESAL E GRO CERY CO -O P., INC.* W E GL AD LY RED EEM U SD A FO O D STAM PS* W E RESERV E TH E RIGH T TO L IM IT Q U ANTITIES* W E ARE NO T RESPO NSIBL E FO R TYPO GRAPH ICAL ERRO RS

Sav e U p To
$1.91 lb .

12 o z.

1

lb .

lb .

Fresh A ll N atu ral

$$

88
88

2$$6

11.5 o z.

Progresso

18.5-19 o z.

Pork
Spa rerib s

4

$$

O riginal, Fru it & Y ogu rt,
C h ocolate Pieces, G ranola,
Blu eberry, M u lti-G rain O ats
or Red Berry

$
$ 99
L eg
6 99
Q u a rters Tid y Ca ts Ca t L itter BO GO Gia Ru ssa Egg N ood les 2 $3
d s $2.99 Ta co Bell Din n er K it
$2.99
¢¢ EmRegineraaldRedBreaw ink fae stV inBlen
ega r $1.99 K ra ft M ira cle W h ip
$2.99

Sm all, L ean & M eaty

Sirloin
Stea k s

FA C M O riginal
Roast

4.8-9.6 o z.

Fryer C h ick en

Sirloin
Ch ops
$$ 88
88

lb .

Specia l K
Cerea l

Brick Ba g
Coffee

H om estyle, Extra
Bu tter, K ettle
C orn, M agic C olor,
10 0 C alorie Bu tter
or K ettle C orn

3

lb .

K ellogg’s

M a x w ell H ou se

Sav e U p To
$5.29 o n 2

Popcorn

Sav e U p To
71¢ lb .

Fresh Y o u ng’n Tend er

GRO CERY

Pop Secret

A sso rted V arieties

6 pk .

99
499

$$

5 pk .

fo r

Ben & Jerry

I ce Crea m

A sso rted V arieties

16 o z.

99
399

$$

A sso rted V arieties

2$$5

11-16 o z.

fo r

A sso rted
V arieties

14.2 o z.

2$$5
fo r

A sso rted
V arieties

4.4-4.86 o z.

2$$5
fo r

A sso rted
V arieties
4-10 o z.

2$$5
fo r
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
DOUBLE “J” BIKER SHOP

SMITH’S

TRANSMISSION SERVICE
607-749-3323

FOR ALL YOUR BIKING NEEDS!

Biker Jackets, Chaps, Vests, Helmets
TOURMASTER Rainsuits & Clothing
Boots, Goggles, Saddle Bags
Durags & Gloves

- Complete Automatic Transmission Service 28 years Same Location

Transmission Tune-Ups ~ Get it done
before winter. $89.95 most cars

607-756-5989

STEVE SMITH
M-F: 8-5

3.10

5485 Rt. 41 - HOMER

ROUTE 13 - CORTLAND, NY

WED-FRI: 12:30-6pm SAT: 10-4pm

VALLEY VIEW GARDENS

Mon - Fri: 9-6 • Sat: 9-5

3.9

Homer Men’s & Boy’s Store
- QUALITY FAMILY CLOTHING SINCE 1951 Men’s • Boy’s • Women’s • Girl’s Clothing
P.O. Box 268
9-11 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-3314
FAX (607) 749-4304
Toll Free 1-888-476-0385

e-mail: sales@homermensandboys.com
www.homermensandboys.com

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Jim Hopkins

Poole’s Drive In

Financial Advisor

Ed & Laurie Poole

Route 13
Between East Homer and Truxton
(607) 753 - 1912

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Sunday –Sat 6:30 am – 8:00pm

See
Bill O’Gorman

607-543-1215

go to: www.billogorman.info
See the Difference, See the savings

· CARS· TRUCKS· MINIVANS· JEEPS & MORE·
Susan L. Sandy
Branch Manager
AVP
Homer Office

Mailcode: NY-34-99-0044
25 South Main St.
Homer, NY 13077
phone: 607-749-7201
toll free: 800-KEY-2YOU
fax: 607-749-5611
susan_l_sandy@keybank.com
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Phillips Free Library News
						
Let’s Be Friends
I’ve self-diagnosed myself with
a new disorder. I’m allowed to do this,
because in a previous life I worked in health
care. I’m calling my disorder Cyber Social
Interaction Disorder with Introversion. Like
socially awkward people everywhere, I find
myself hyperventilating at the thought of
having to interact with more people, in my
case Facebook Friends.

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

tact for the last thirty years is that we have
nothing in common and don’t want to be in
contact?
What ever happened to real
friends? The flesh and blood kind. The
ones I like being with because we enjoy
each other’s company. We have things in
common. We can sit drinking tea and talk
about books? Or maybe not talk at all and
still have a good time.

Here’s the thing: I signed up for
Facebook. Don’t ask why. It was a moment
of weakness. And now I’m overwhelmed by
people wanting to be my friends. I’m having palpitations and my hair is falling out at
the thought of having to be connected and
committed to people whose names I don’t
recognize, people I don’t know, people I
haven’t heard of or thought of in thirty years
and – horrors- people I might not even like.

And if I can’t have a flesh and
blood friend, I’d rather be with Elizabeth
Bennett (Pride and Prejudice), Thursday
Next (The Eyre Affair), or Flavia deLuce
(The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie),
none of whom I’ve found requesting my
friendship on Facebook. I’m sure I could
buoy Elizabeth’s courage after she encounters Mr. Darcy. At least we could rag on him
together. I would make a great side-kick for
Thursday as she tracked Hades through
Jane Eyre trying to stop him from killing off
characters. Or she could teach me about
having dodo birds for pets. And Flavia. Oh
sweet Flavia. We would go bike riding down
long hills together shouting, “All hail Flavia,”
at the top of our lungs.

Why, I keep asking myself, do
these people want to be my friends? It’s not,
I’m sure, for my warm and winning personality. Is it that I’m just another notch on their
gun, the one more friend that will send them
into a self-determined Winner’s Circle of
Frienddom? Could it be that their lives are
so boring they actually want to know what
news story I read last (the most miserable
jobs in America), what game I played last
(none), and what thought I had last (I hate
Facebook)? Or is it possible that they don’t
realize the reason we haven’t been in con-

It is not possible, in my opinion to
have too much ice tea, too many dogs, or
too many books. But, for everything else,
there is such a thing as too much. Too
much information, too much sharing, too
much sensory stimulation, too much noise,
voices, and talk, and too many Facebook
Friends. I can only deal with so much
humanity each day. I like dealing with the
people who stand before me, who I can
hear their voices, see their smiles, and
read their body language. Cyber people
just overwhelm my senses with their quips,

I’ve also started reading Quiet:
The Power of Introverts in a World that
Can’t Stop Talking by Susan Cain. But the
problem isn’t only that the world won’t shut
up, it also won’t unplug. And this is causing
me to go into an over-stimulation meltdown.

d

ne
Seaso

FIREWOOD

ORDER EARLY!!
l
Topsoi Pick-up or Delivered

Mulc

Ted McBride Co.

1349 Fisher Ave.
Cortland, NY

h

607-753-1040
Ted’s cell 607-543-0382

photos, news items, and games.
There’s only one cure. Unplug
everything. Turn it all off. The cell phone,
the laptop, Facebook, iPhone, iPad, and
iPod. Get a cup of tea, a dog to pet, invite
Elizabeth in and listen to the sweet silence.
The only sounds to hear are the words of
Jane Austen echoing through your head.
Try it. I promise you. Elizabeth,
Thursday and Flavia are as good as half the
friends you’ll find on Facebook.
What’s New at the Library?
September is Library Card Sign-up
month. So stop by and get yours. They
are free!
Pre-School Story Time with Miss Tammy
is on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am.
Story time is held every Wednesday that
school is in session.
Sept. 19th – the theme is Reptiles
Sept. 26th – Big and Small
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd
grades will restart Thursday, Sept. 20th @
3:10 pm. Students in K-2nd grade may
attend every Thursday during the school
year. Rockin’ Readers does not meet during school breaks or on snow days.
Themes for Sept. are:
Sept. 20th – Library Card Sign-up Month
Sept. 27th – Koalas
Fantastical Worlds at the Library
Author Frederic Durbin will be at
the library on Thursday, Sept. 27th, as part
of the fantasy writers’ visits the library is
hosting this fall. Mr. Durbin will give a writing workshop for students in 4th through
9th grades at 4:00 pm. The workshop is
free, but space is limited to 25 students.

Pre-registration is required.
Durbin is the author of The Star
Shard, a children’s fantasy published in
2012. He also wrote Dragonfly and several
stories published in the magazine Cricket.
All students who participate in the writing
workshop will receive a free copy of The
Star Shard.
At 7:00 pm on Sept. 27th, Mr.
Durbin will give a free talk entitled “Worlds
from Words: The Joy of Writing Stories for
Children.” This talk is free and open to the
public
.
On Friday Sept. 28th, Mr. Durbin
will be at the Homer Intermediate School
providing workshops to all 4th graders.
All students who participate in a
workshop either at the school or the library
can submit a story to be included in a printed anthology. Students who submit stories
will receive a free copy of the anthology.
Student submissions will also be posted
online at http://fantasticalworlds.wikispaces.
com/home . For information on submitting
a story, call the library or check the library
website.
Mr. Durbin’s visit is made possible by a grant from the Bernard Carl
and Shirley Rosen Library Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins
County.
For more information about any of our programs call 749-4616 or check out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Banned Book Week is September 30th
to Oct. 6th. From Harry Potter to To Kill a
Mockingbird – join the banned!

GET READY
Cold Weather is Coming!!!
TIRES:

mount, balance, rotate

ALIGNMENT:

up to 210” wheelbase

Route 13 North at
Lorings Crossing

NYS INSPECTIONS
COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS

Jim Ferris
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com

Rt. 281 (West Street) Homer, NY
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South Main Street Pollution Remediation

Work crews have begun the remediation process on South Main Street
at the site of a former coal gasification plant.Coal tar products have been
found on the site and have been leaching off site to adjoining properties and
into the Tioughnioga River.
A DEC employee explained the process as one of driving sheet steel pilings into the ground across Rt 11 to prevent the migration into the river. The
other method being used involves the use of a large drill (photo above) that
bores down into the soil and as it drills, a mixture is pumped into the soil that
will mix with the contaminated soil, solidify, and prevent the migration of the
contaminants. When these photos were taken, the drilling rig was doing a
test boring. If the proces is successful, the rig will be moved to drill adjacent
to the previous borings so that the entire site will be “treated”.

There are “depth” markings on
the shaft of the drilling rig that
show how deep the bit has progressed.

Photo at left shows the lower
end of the drilling rig that does
the boring.
The “Link Belt” machine is used
to move materials on the site.

www.cinquanti.com
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Mrs. Fahey and Joe Wood greet
walkers and direct traffic on the
first day of school. They are out
there in all kinds of weather, protecting the children. (top photo)

Parents walk their young
student to Homer Elementary
School .

