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Vote Nov. 6

Proposition 1 - to reduce the size of the Cortland County
legislature from 19 to 17. Homer will lose 1 Legislator.
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Around Town

HBA FALL COOKOUT
The Voice of the Town
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Coffee House, Gail’s Antiques and Collectibles,
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All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
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Kevin Slack serves up a steak to Ward Dukelow at the Homer Business Ass’,n. Fall Cookout
Homer Business Association members gathered for the annual fall cookout at Larry Jones’ Lone Birch Farm.
Home grown steaks sizzled over the open fire pit. Numerous pot luck dishes, brought by HBA members, set the table for a sumptuous
meal.
Guest speaker Jim Dempsey, Cortland County Convention and Visitors Bureau Director, explained how tourism impacts the local
economy.
Cortland County’s Tourism Industry generates 60 million dollars, employs 1950 people annually with a payroll of 17 million dollars.
Whenever a visitor to Cortland County spends money attending an event, eating at a restaurant, staying overnight in a local motel or bed
and breakfast, residents of the county benefit.
Jim detailed how these tourism dollars ultimately support recurring events and festivities such as the WinterFest and Magic on Main
Street.
During the meal and afterwards, many conversations shared important milestones and happenings in our community. Social networking with association members is key to a healthy business environment. Homer’s business community has seen much growth as new
businesses emerge, while many established businesses are being renovated. An active HBA supports this development and an open
invitation to join the Homer Business Association is extended to all business owners.
Susan Sandy of Key Bank is the current president of the HBA.

Elizabeth Brewster House Hosts Speaker
The community is invited to the Elizabeth Brewster House on Thursday,
November 8th at 7:00 p.m. for a presentation by physical therapist Paul Gugerty.
Gugerty’s topic will be “Fall Prevention and Safety at Home” and he will address
safety concerns and ways to avoid the risk of falling. There will be an opportunity
to ask questions.
Gugerty has twenty years of experience as a physical therapist for the Cortland
County Health Department and for Cortland Regional Medical Center’s Long
Term Home Health Care Program.
The Elizabeth Brewster House at 41 South Main Street, Homer is an adult
home that provides to its residents care and a variety of services in a comfortable, home-like setting.
Gugerty’s presentation is part of Speakers Series that Elizabeth Brewster House
sponsors for the community.
For more information contact the Elizabeth Brewster House at 749-2442 or visit
the website www.BrewsterHouse.org.

Craft Fair at Homer
Congregational Church
The Homer Congregational Church is
excited to announce its second annual
“Holiday Craft Sampler”!
This one-day only event wil l be held on
Saturday, November 10, 2012, from 9:00
am to 4:00 pm on three different levels of
the Homer Congregational Church, at 28
S. Main St. in Homer.
This event will feature up to 35 local artisans, delicious home-cooked chili, cornbread and hot dogs, a pie sale, a bake
sale, and musical entertainment in our
sanctuary.
You will recognize many familiar faces
from “A Holiday in Homer”! All items are
handmade or handcrafted by the exhibitor.
All proceeds benefit our Vacation
Bible School program. Come join us! Call
749-2604 for information.

The Homer News •October 25, 2012 •3
POLITICAL AD

EVENTS CALENDAR

POLITICAL AD

October 25 - Ladies Night Out, 4-8 pm Treat yourself to refreshments,
		
Laughter & great deals. Homer Downtown Businesses
October 27 - Saturday Masquerade Gala to benefit Access to Independence. 		
		
6-9 pm at SUNY Cortland Alumni House.
		
$50 per person. Tickets, call 607-753-7363.
October 27 - Roast Pork Dinner, Homer Congregational Church
November 1-4 - Holiday Open Houses, Join Homer Merchants in ushering in the
		
Holiday Season
November 6 - ELECTION DAY - VOTE
November 10 - Craft Fair, Homer Cogregational Church , 9-4
November 11 - First Frost Flea Market, collectibles, bottles: Dryden Fire Hall, 9 		
		
am to 3 pm. Free admission.
As space permits, The Homer News will print a brief notice of your organization’s event
at no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we suggest you
purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines.
September 10 deadline for September 27th issue.

Landmark Society Offering Consulting Advice
for Repairs and Improvements
On Saturday, November 3, The Landmark Society is sponsoring a sort of “Ask This Old
House” program from 10 a.m. to noon at the Town Hall Senior Center. Homer residents
and business owners whose structures lie particularly within the Homer Historic District are
invited to come with questions and photos of their property to ask advice and direction for
repairs or improvements that are being considered. Preservation architect Randy Crawford
of Crawford & Stearns in Syracuse will be on hand to consult with those owners. There is
no charge for the consultation.
Randy Crawford and his firm have done numerous preservation projects in and around
Cortland County including the Homer Town Hall, the Cortland Library, the Homer Phillips
Library, the 1890 House, the SUNY Cortland Alumni House, the 1998 Homer Downtown
Restoration project, and other individual properties. Whether it’s replacement windows, siding, a restored porch, or possibly foundation problems, he’ll be glad to listen to the concerns
and offer recommendations.
We’re asking for advanced registration for this two hour event. We’re asking that anyone
interested contact:
Mary Alice Bellardini at 749-4801
mbellard@twcny.rr.com
or Roger Williams at 749-3032,
rjw33@twcny.rr.com.

NOT GOING TO VOTE?
Winter Can Be Fun!
It’s time to start thinking about your winter fun.
The Village of Homer Recreation Department will again sponsor the Homer Ski and
Snowboard Club.
Beginning in January, students in grades seven through twelve participate on six Friday
nights while the younger members in grades 3-6 enjoy the fun for six Tuesdays.
Members will be picked up at school at dismissal time and taken to Labrador Mountain
and then returned to the school at the end of the evening. Family members and friends
who live in the Homer area are invited to join.
Beginning in November packets for this program will be available at the High School,
Junior High, and Intermediate School offices or check out HomerNY.org/ villageservices/recreation or call 749-2161 or 749-7465. For the best price, submit everything by
December 14th.

Classifieds
BARN FOR RENT. Homer. 14,000 sq.
feet with 14 acres. Last used for sheep.
$600/month plus electric. 607-261-2597
3.12

FIREWOOD – SEASONED HARDWOOD,
delivered 10 miles, $70 face cord, larger
quantity or pick up for less $. 749-4624
(3.11)

BICYCLES - Due to lack of space I
must sell all of my bicycles at a very
low cost. Call 749-4191

Are you one of those citizens who don’t think their vote counts? One vote can make a difference in who wins an election. President Kennedy became president with an average of one
vote per precinct. Are you one of those who say they don’t like either presidential candidate
so they aren’t going to vote!. You still have federal, state and local candidates to choose from
when you go to the poll on November 6. Your vote is your voice and your choice in the election.
Our right to vote is our most basic freedom as Americans. Consider the hundreds of thousands who have been killed and wounded throughout our history to preserve this right. In
some countries, people are not given a choice when they vote. In some countries, people
are fined for not voting! In some countries people don’t have the right or opportunity to vote
for their “leaders.”
Become an informed voter by learning what the views of candidates are on various
issues. Videos of candidate forums can be viewed on Channel two. If you have access to
the internet, go to the League Of Women/Men Voters site, www.VOTE411.org for extensive information about the election and federal and state candidates. The site includes
candidates responses to questions. You can even ask questions of the candidates.
Carry out your responsibility as an American Citizen, Use your right to voice your
choices. VOTE!!
Charlotte Farris, Co-chair, LWVCC

Center for the Arts Announces
“Golden Ticket” Raffle
It’s that time of year again – our own Center for the Arts of Homer is once again holding their Golden Ticket raffle. Tickets can be purchased directly from the Center.
Proceeds from the raffle help keep the Center in operation, so even if you don’t win anything, and you have several chances to do so,
you are still a winner because the Center remains a vital piece of our community.
The sooner you purchase your tickets, the better chance you have of winning one of the bonus drawings!
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Garage Sales

@ 45 N. FULTON ST., HOMER

Friday & Sat. Oct 26 & 27 - 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Indoor, 2 building warehouse. Rest rooms, Hot Coffee

17 Rooms filled w/household, decorative, toys, furniture, dishes, jewelry,
primitives, sewing, serving pieces, fishing, antiques, tools, crocks, many
dollar items, free basket, box lots, books, glassware, picker and e-bay items.

contact ATOG: kmbeards@twcny.rr.com, 607-749-3504 *3 for info
limited space available for rent

A service for local homeowners. Sell unwanted items in a secure, warm, and Homer friendly building.

Fire Department Open House.....

CRT Fall Fiber Arts Fest

Over 500 people attended Cortland Repertory Theatre’s “first annual” Fall Fiber Arts
Festival which was held on October 13 and 14 at the Little York Pavilion in Dwyer Memorial
Park in Preble. Twenty-three vendors attended the Festival, many of who were local raisers of fiber animals, others coming from as far away as New Jersey, Vermont and Rhode
Island. The event was co-chaired by Board member Michele Ball and CRT’s Producing
Artistic Director Kerby Thompson. CRT’s Board of Directors and Theatre Guild served as
hosts, selling breakfast and lunch, including homemade soups to visitors and vendors alike.

Fire Officers Bob Johnson and Don Hurteau discussed fire safety before the
youngsters were taken through a simulated “smoke filled room.”

“We were amazed at how far people traveled to come to the Festival” Thompson said.
“We asked our visitors to write down where they were from when they arrived. Not only did
people come from as far away as Rome, Buffalo, and Rochester, but a handful of people
came in from Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Jersey and New York City.”
The vendors provided a wide array of goods, from knitting supplies, hand-spun yarn, and
fleeces to jewelry, needle-felted Halloween decorations and sheep pelts. One vendor sold
lamps and candlesticks made from wooden bobbins formerly used in New England woolen
mills. Local livestock farmers brought animals for display, including llamas, Shetland sheep,
Angora goats and Angora rabbits. Other local vendors offered all-natural maple products
and handmade soaps and cleaning supplies. Joanne Andersen demonstrated machine knitting using a Silver Reed knitting machine, and Thompson’s sister, Polly Hopkins, demonstrated needle felting. Many vendors brought their own spinning wheels, taking advantage
of the time to spin wool into yarn.
“Saturday was a very chilly day, as we all know, but it was the perfect day to buy woolen
mittens, hats and scarves.” Thompson said. “From what we’ve heard from the vendors,
everyone left happy and, frankly, surprised that for our first year, the event went off without
a hitch and was so well attended. But then again, our Guild has been doing festivals like
this for years, so they really have it down to an art form.” Thompson says the most frequent
comment he heard from vendors is that “you did everything right.”
CRT is already planning next year’s festival, having heard from most of this year’s vendors
that they would like to return and a list has been started for additional vendors for next year.
“We’ve already had six people tell us that they are interested in coming next year. It’s very
encouraging.” Thompson said.

The Fire Department provided cider and donuts for all attending.

The New Express Mart is OPEN.
after several weeks of demolition. earth
moving and construction, the Express Mart
opened for business on October 18.

Work is under way for the construction
of the new Super Cream building, on the
site of the former Costa’s Market. A Spring
2013 opening is expected.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CRACKER BARREL
Antiques & Collectibles

Wed - Sat: 12 - 4
or
by Appointment: (607)745-5001

3908 Route 11
Cortland, NY 13045

(607)756-7643
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Phillips Free Library News
						
Once again, November and NaNoWriMo
are Just Around the Corner!
I’ve been working on a young adult fantasy novel for about four years now; maybe
more, but there’s something about saying
five years that makes me feel like a total
failure. So, I’m sticking with four. The title
changes every few months, along with
some of the scenes. The characters and the
basic plot are finally consistent, but that’s
about all.
I love it. And I hate it. There are days I
think it will never be done! There are a lot
of days I think it stinks so bad, I can’t write
the words I to describe it! Occasionally, I
think it has the potential to be the best fantasy every written. Right up there with Harry
Potter. But then I actually read the thing and
reality comes back into focus.
Right now, I think it’s time for a break. I
think I’ll set it aside for a while and let some
other set of characters torment me, which
is why I’m glad NaNoWriMo is right around
the corner. You know NaNoWriMo, National
Novel Writing Month. It starts at 12:01 am
November 1st and runs through 11:59 pm
November 30th. It’s when hundreds of thousands of crazy people around the world sign
up to write a 50,000 word novel in a month.
Thirty days to come up with a really crappy
first draft, which according to Hemingway is
what first drafts are – crap. Although, Papa
used more picturesque language.
At the library, Amish Romances are eternally popular, as are vampire romances.
I’d write an Amish-Vampire romance, but

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

believe it or not, it’s already been done. It’s
called Plain Fear: Forsaken and is by Leanna Ellis. And, no, I haven’t read it. But, I am
toying with an alternative history fantasy,
which is leading to all sorts of interesting
questions. Like, if I write alternative history
with a fantasy element, which is obviously
fiction and fantasy, how closely do I have to
stick to dates?
Patricia Wrede wrote a western frontier
fantasy called the Thirteenth Child in which
Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Jefferson
were mages. A fantasy writing friend of mine
thought that was horrific.
“What if kids think that’s true?” she asked.
“It’s fantasy!” I said.
But now she’s gotten me thinking. If I
write an alternative history fantasy and have
things happen at the same time, things that
really happened twenty years apart, will I be
leading American youth astray? Because
really, there are a lot of truths in fiction. But,
you shouldn’t be using them as a source for
your history project.
So, here’s a warning. I’m thinking about
writing a pre-Civil war alternative history
about Shaker werewolves. If it’s every published, remember this: all the dates are
suspect and the Shakers were never werewolves. (At least, as far as I know they
weren’t.)
I’m looking forward to a Happy November
filled with fantasy and NaNoWriMo. Come
join me and come write in your library for the
month of November!

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time with Miss Tammy is
on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am. Story
time is held every Wednesday that school is
in session.
Upcoming themes are:
Oct. 31st - Friendly Monsters
Nov. 7th – Friends
Nov. 14th – Homes
Nov. 21st – no program
Nov. 28th - Cats
Rockin’ Readers, the library’s story and
activity program for children in K-2nd grades
meets every Thursday during the school
year at 3:10 pm. Rockin’ Readers does not
meet during school breaks or on snow days.
Upcoming themes are:
Oct. 25th – National Mole Day
Nov. 1st- Cookies
Nov. 8th – Riddles
Nov. 15th – Origami Dog
Nov. 22nd- no program
Nov. 29th – Bathtub Party Day
Fantastical Worlds at the Library
Julie Berry, author of The Amaranth
Enchantment and The Rat Brain Fiasco, A
Splurch Academy for Disruptive Boys book,
comes to the library on Nov. 2nd and 3rd.
She’ll be providing two writing workshops
and also a book talk/conversation open to
the public. Here’s the schedule:
Friday, Nov. 2nd:
4:00 pm - Fantasy Writing workshop for 5th
– 10th grade students
7:00 pm – Book talk and conversation
about her books open to the whole family
Saturday, Nov. 3rd:

sions will also be posted online at http://
fantasticalworlds.wikispaces.com/home .
For information on submitting a story, call
the library.
These fantasy author visits are made
possible by a grant from the Bernard Carl
and Shirley Rosen Library Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins County.
Teen Writing Group
If you are in Jr. or Sr. High and interested
in writing, join the Teen Writing group. The
group meets Tuesdays at 4:00 pm when
school is in session. The group discusses
the elements of a good story including plot,
character development, and setting. There’s
always time to write and a chance to get
feedback from other writers. Whether you
write fantasy or mystery, come join your
fellow writers.
Cancellations
There will not be a Family Fun Night on
Oct. 26th. Mark your calendar for Friday evening, Dec. 7th, for the next Family Fun Night.
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the
library will not be starting a monthly book
sale. We will continue with used book sales
twice a year at WinterFest and Holiday in
Homer. See you at WinterFest!
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out our
website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday 2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

9 am – noon – Writing for Children: a
Workshop for Adults
Tamora Pierce, author of the Tortall Books
including Terrier and Trickster’s Choice,
comes on Nov. 7th. She will give a writing
workshop at 4:00 pm for 7th through 12th
grade students, followed by a 7:00 pm
presentation entitled, A conversation with
Tamora Pierce. The talk is open to everyone. Call the library to register for any of
these programs.
All students who participate in one of the
writing workshops this fall can submit a
story to be included in a printed anthology.
Students who submit stories will receive a
free copy of the anthology. Student submis-

Don’t
Forget
to
VOTE

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com
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Homer Fire Department Open House & Fire Safety Display

Ed Smith and Gary McEuen, veteran firefighters, man the display
Isabelle Woodward tries on a firefighter’s helmet

Riley and his Mom look over the burned
toys and household items displayed at the
Fire Station

www.cinquanti.com

Laird and his three children view the fire safety
handouts at the Open House
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