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Picture from Left to Right: Sid and Belinda Hiemstra (residents of Homer) Cathy and Gerry Kimble (former residents of Homer
now residing in Lynchburg, VA.)

We enjoy reading the Homer News and look forward to receiving it, we have mailed copies to friends as far away as Texas.
Last month we took copies with us when we visited friends in Lynchburg, VA. We just had to take our picture holding the
Homer News for your consideration in putting it in our hometown paper. Thank you and keep up the great job!
Sincerely,
Sid and Belinda Hiemstra
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Around Town
Me: Well, I’m a little rough on my history, but I think Napoleon got his
butt kicked at Waterloo the year it was built.
Wife:

The Voice of the Town

Me: Okay, history was never one of my strengths, but it has great charm.

The Homer News

Wife: Does it at least have electricity and indoor plumbing?

Published for Homer Residents

Me: Don’t be silly, honey. Of course it does. Although, technically, none
of that works at the moment. It just needs a little work.

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.
Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Subscription Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer residents.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!
Circulation: 3,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2013 The Homer News

The Homer NEWS
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Contributors
Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Sara Watrous, Matt
Banazek, Harry Coleman

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s
and Boys, Olde Homer House, Oh My Goodness
Health Foods, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl
Space, Lily Lanetree, Dandy Mart, Gail’s Antiques &
Collectibles, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Kory’s
Diner, Tops, Walgreen’s, Hyde’s Diner, Valley View
Gardens, Lucky Kitchen, Denny Jack's, Natoli's, CNY
Living History Center, Tyler's Cleaners, Super Cream

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

The Joys of Owning An Old House
(And other absurd things that are difficult
to say with a straight face.)
By Kim L. Hubbard
When my wife, daughters and I were
living in mid-town Manhattan, we had a
very nice apartment that was bigger than
most, but still small by conventional standards and not at all private. The fact is
humanity is so piled on top of one another
there that one can’t burp, sneeze or
break wind without anyone and everyone
knowing about it. (For the record, it was
always our neighbors who did that sort of
thing, never us.)

Wife: Describe “a little work.”
Me: Oh, you know, aside from all new plumbing and electrics, the usual stuff. Some
paint here and there, a new roof, windows, doors, more paint. And I know how much you
love to do wall paper, so with 21 rooms you’ll have lots of fun … (Click.) … hello?
Fast-forward fifteen years and … TA DA … we are all done! All right, that’s a bold-faced
lie and you know it. The truth is, we will never be done. NEVER! I told my wife that the
house actually spoke to me that first day, and I truly believe it did. But I thought it said, “Heal
me. Heal me,” when in fact it said, “Feed me! Feed me! FEED MEEEE!!!”
Submitted by the Landmark Society of Cortland County

So, while on a weekend trip to Homer,
I asked an old high school friend, Sally,
now a realtor, to show me several homes
in the area. We had decided to move
back to this beautiful community, but I had
convinced myself that I wanted something
new. “The last thing I need is a “fixerupper,” I told Sally. “Find me something
that is move-in ready.” The poor woman
tried her best, but honestly, I didn’t like
any of the new models she showed me.
Admittedly, I was a realtor’s nightmare.
Finally, Sally said, “Can I show you
something that is the exact opposite of
what you say want?” Ahh, I get it …
reverse psychology. Her plan is to show
me something really old and run down
that I can get for a great price, but needs
a little loving care and a coat of paint.
Well, you can’t fool me with that old trick.
This boy has been around the block a few
times. But, to humor her I said, “Sure.
Why not?” After all, how bad could it be?
You could probably stop reading right
now and just finish this story on your own,
assuming you have anything old and in
serious need of repair. (Spouses don’t
count.) The term, “money pit” is as apt a
phrase as I can imagine when it comes to
buying an old home.
If you have ever gone grocery shopping when you were hungry, then you are
probably familiar with the theory that we
tend to buy more than we really need.
Our brains play wonderful tricks on us that
way. I saw this house and wanted it, but
truth be told, I really didn’t need it.
Generally speaking, buying a house
that was built one hundred years old
before the Titanic went down, should give
one pause before allowing the words, “I’ll
take it,” to leave your lips. But, after a
brief walk-through of our soon-to-be new
home, that is exactly what I said. Sally
was stunned, but not as stunned as my
wife was when I called her later and told
her what I had done. The conversation
went something like this.
Me: “Guess what, honey? I bought a
house!
Wife: You WHAT?!!!
Me: Wait. Don’t panic. I got a great
deal.
Wife: (Translation) How old is it?
Me: How old? Um, … I guess you
could say it’s got a few years on it.

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

WHAT?!!

Wife: How many?!

Kim Hubbard working on his house

Bartender Position Open
Part Time - Nights & Weekends
Send Resume or Contact Info To:

bar@homerelks.com
or

Bar Manager
Homer Elks
82 Cortland St.
Homer, NY 13077
Doing Homework Can Find Money For College
(NAPSI)—There’s good news for parents with college-age children. Investing the time and
effort to find money for college can pay dividends when it comes to covering the costs of
higher education.
That’s the word from experts who say that both public and private grants and loans are available but in order to qualify an applicant must meet certain criteria.
For instance, eligibility for certain private scholarships may depend on an ethnic, religious or
professional affiliation. When it comes to securing grants and loans from the federal government, applicants must fill out a Federal Student Aid form, also known as the FAFSA form.
This form is used to determine eligibility. It’s available online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be December 5, 2013 DEADLINE: for ads and news is
November 27, 2013
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EVENTS
CALENDAR
December 11 - Wednesday Catered
Christmas Family Style Dinner @ Tully
United Community Church, Tully. Open
to Persons 55 yrs. of age or older - $15.
For reservations contact Sue Swayze 607749-2951
December 14, Saturday - Columbian
Presbyterian Church, LaFayette, NY- 9:30
to Noon, Christmas Cookie Cafe.
December 14, Saturday - Homer Winter
Farmers' Market from 10am-1pm in the
building behind First Niagara Bank. Come
visit and support local producers throughout the winter! Future winter market dates:
January 18, February 15 and March 15
same location, same great vendors!
December 14, Saturday - The Preble
Auxiliary will host "cabin fever" card parties at the Preble Fire Dept. on Preble Rd.
and on the following dates: Jan. 11 and 25,
Feb. 8 and 22, March 8 and 22, April 12 and
19th. $2.00 per person. We start at 7 pm
promptly. Prizes and refreshments. All are
welcome.
As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR.
For more detailed notices we suggest you
purchase a display ad. Please keep in
mind our publishing schedule and deadlines.
November 27 deadline for December 5th
issue.

Boehner Appoints
Hanna to Negotiate
Water Bill
Select Members will participate in House-Senate conference on infrastructure plan
WASHINGTON – U.S. Rep. Richard
Hanna has been named to a select HouseSenate conference committee to negotiate
a national water infrastructure bill, House
Speaker John Boehner announced.
The opening meeting of the House-Senate conference committee on water resources legislation will take place at 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, November 20 in Room 216 of
the Hart Senate Office Building.
Rep. Hanna, who serves on the Transportation & Infrastructure Subcommittee on
Water Resources and Environment, owned
and operated a successful construction
business in upstate New York for more than
30 years.
Because of Rep. Hanna's commitment
to working in a bipartisan way to move forward with the Water Resources Reform and
Development Act (WRRDA) he was recommended to be a conferee, Transportation
Committee Chairman Bill Shuster said.
“I am pleased that Representative Hanna
will work alongside me as we negotiate a
new Water Resources Reform and Development Act,” Chairman Shuster said. “As a
member of the Water Subcommittee, Richard Hanna was instrumental in promoting
the importance of water infrastructure to upstate New York. The Great Lakes region is
fortunate to have an experience infrastructure advocate like Rep. Hanna working for
them in Washington.”
"I'm pleased to be selected to work on
this committee and represent upstate New
York," Rep. Hanna said. "The House has
developed some of the strongest transportation policy reforms in decades. I look forward to working with the Senate to ensure
the best ideas are included in a final bill that
will advance American water infrastructure,
protect our communities, and support job
creation in our region."
WRRDA is the bill by which Congress
authorizes missions of the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, including constructing and
maintaining ports, locks and dams, as well
as supporting flood protection and environmental restoration needs.
Rep. Hanna in 2012 was selected to serve
as a conferee on the House-Senate committee that negotiated a new bill to determine
highway funding. He also served as part of
the House Transportation Committee’s special freight panel, which was established to
examine the current state of freight transportation in the United States.

HEAP Opens November
18th, 2013!
CORTLAND - The regular benefit for the
Home Energy Assistance Program (HEAP)
opens on November 18th, 2013 this year.
Regular benefits are benefits for your heating bill, or for renters who have heat included in their rental amount. The emergency
benefit for HEAP will open on January 2nd,
2014. Emergency benefits are benefits for
either your heating bill or your electric bill (if
needed to run your heat) when you are facing a shut-off or no-heat situation. Benefit
amounts vary depending on your heating
source.
Applications for benefits can be e-filed at
www.mybenefits.ny.gov . Paper applications
can be picked up in our office or you can
also call 428-5400 to request that an application be sent to you.
The Cortland County Department of Social
Services HEAP office can be reached at
428-5400, Monday-Friday from 8:30am
to 4:30pm. Basic income guidelines are
below, although please note that depending upon the case situation other eligibility
criteria may apply and an interview may be
required. If you are over 60 years of age,
you can contact the Office for Aging at 7535060 to apply for HEAP.
We will also be performing HEAP outreach at few sites where we will be accepting HEAP applications and can help answer
your questions.
HEAP staff will be at:
Marathon High School on 11/21 from 5-7 pm
Cincinnatus Rural Services on 11/22 from 11
am-1 pm
Harford Town Hall on 11/26 from 5-7 pm
Virgil Town Hall on 12/3 from 5-7 pm

You can get sun damage through
glass windows in your car. To protect
your family, add window film, which
blocks up to 99 percent of ultraviolet
rays. Visit www.llumar.com/skinprotection or "like" LLumar on Facebook
at www.facebook.com/llumarwindowfilm for more skin protection tips.

Homer Elks
Every Tuesday Nite
Doors Open

@

6:00 ~ BINGO

FRIDAY
NIGHT
DINNERS

@

7:00

5:30 - 8:00

Special Every Week
PLUS

FISH EVERY FRIDAY
Members & Guests

12a13

THE HOMER NEWS
is brought to you

FREE
Of course, we all know that
nothing is FREE. Someone
must pay. Please thank our
loyal advertisers, for they
pay so you can get it FREE!!!
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Little York

by Martin Sweeney, Historian, Town of Homer

This is the last of three articles about the
early history of the hamlet of Little York
written by Homer Town Historian Martin
Sweeney and liberally drawn upon materials meticulously researched by Mary Dexter
of Cortland over a period of several years
and compiled in unpublished form by her in
2002. Much gratitude is due to Mary and to
Larry and Sylvia Nye for bringing this trove
of information to the author’s attention and
for placement in the Town’s archives.
When the call to arms came in the 1860s
to save the Union and free the slaves, sons
of Little York responded and some made
the ultimate sacrifice. Wilbur Cogswell was
the son of the miller Linus Cogswell, and he
was the mill’s mechanic. Young Cogswell
marched off with the Third Engineers to
put down the Rebellion of the Southern
States. Avery Colony, Zenas Blashfield,
and Washington Dayton enlisted with the
157th N. Y. Volunteers. J. J. Salisbury was
first part of the 16th Artillery and later with
a Mounted Rifle Brigade. Franklin Pratt of
the 76th N. Y. Volunteers was wounded and
came home disabled. Franklin’s brother did
not survive the war; he died at Gettysburg,
as did Clark Stickney. Ralph Dyke had only
two sons. Both answered the call to duty.
William, age 20, lost an arm at Gettysburg,
and Albert, age 19, died in a prison in
Florence, South Carolina.
Two sons of Little York perished at
the infamous prison camp in Andersonville,
Georgia. William H. Gillet, the 18 year-old
son of Little York’s wagon maker, was last
known to be in this camp where 13,000
of the 45,000 Union soldiers confined
there died. The second to succumb at
Andersonville was Asa Moore, oldest son of
the local blacksmith, John Moore. John had
a farm at the summit of Mt. Toppin when
Asa was a little boy. John married a second
time, and the Moores moved away. Then,
Asa found himself sent back to Mt. Toppin
to live with grandparents. Married a third
time, John returned to Little York and took
up residence on the crossroad near his
blacksmith shop with his third wife and the
four youngest children.
Isolated as he was on the mountaintop
with his grandparents, one can conjecture
that Asa may have felt a sense of rejection
or estrangement from his father. He may
have perceived little to dissuade him from
enlisting in late 1863 with Company E of
the 22nd N. Y. Cavalry. He was assigned to
be a bugler. In the spring of 1864 he traveled by train from central New York to the
nation’s capital and was shortly sent with
his unit into battle in Virginia. Taken prisoner by the Confederates, he soon found
himself crammed into Camp Sumter, an 18
acre, stockade, hell-hole in Andersonville,
Georgia. There, according to local records,
at the age of 17, on a day in July, 1864, the
bugle boy from Mt. Toppin “died of starvation.”
In April of 1867, two years after the Civil
war ended, Joint School District No. 5 of
Homer and Preble purchased sixty square
rods of land in the north portion of Burdette
Salisbury’s apple orchard on West Road
in the hamlet. This was to be the site of a
new and larger one room schoolhouse to
meet the educational needs of the area’s
children. The building was multi-functional;
it provided a place for lecturers to speak, for
music recitals, for itinerant clergy to preach,
and for the residents of Little York to gather
and engage in discussions on the educational, social, and political issues of the day.
In the mid-1850s, the railroad connecting Syracuse and Binghamton was built
through the farmlands east of the hamlet.
Many employed on the work gangs laying track were Irish immigrants. The Irish
arrived in America, made their way into
the valley, and assimilated very quickly
into the agrarian culture. Since the railroad
company initially balked at designating a
rail stop at Little York, the residents of the
area banded together in 1875 and took matters into their own hands. Providing all the
materials and labor needed, they erected
a depot. In exchange for his family being
permitted to take up residence at the depot,
Irishman Frank Donegan served as Little
York’s first station master. Tragedy struck
two years later, in 1877. Mrs. Donegan was
away from the building milking a cow and
Frank was off on an errand when the small
wooden depot caught fire. It burned to the

ground in a matter of minutes, and all five of
the Donegan children perished. In another
collaborative, community effort, another station was built almost immediately.
The following year, a gigantic undertaking was scheduled by the Syracuse
and Binghamton Railroad – narrowing the
gauge of eighty miles of track. The entire
length was divided into sections, and the
work was to be done simultaneously in the
shortest time possible so as to not disrupt
any scheduled rail service. Competition
ran high among the section bosses. A burly
Irish roustabout, Michael Murphy, was put
in charge of the section through Little York.
Amazingly, with the precision of a fine-tuned
military unit working in the pre-dawn hours
of June 1, 1878, Murphy’s crew completed
the gauge reduction of five and a half miles
of track in five hours and forty-two minutes.
Another type of railroad also passed through
Little York – the Underground Railroad.
This secret organization for aiding slaves
in escaping bondage in the South found
ready support in Oren Cravath. His farm
at the intersection of West Road and Cold
Brook Road served during turbulent and
dangerous times as a “station” on the “railroad” that moved slaves through the valley
to Syracuse and ultimately to freedom in
Canada.
By the “Gilded Age,” the last quarter of
the nineteenth century, privately owned
cottages were springing up along the lake
shore and Little York came to enjoy a
reputation as a resort community. From
late spring into summer, some of the larger
homes became boarding houses and competed with the Little York Hotel for guests.
The visitors availed themselves of several
recreational activities. Picnic tables dotted
the shore, and boat liveries (rentals) did
a brisk business. Fishing was extremely
popular. A small steamer offered a leisurely
circumnavigation of the lake, while those
seeking more physical entertainment took
hikes to the top of Mt. Toppin. The climb
afforded a spectacular view of the valley
and the opportunity to pick berries, wild
fruit, or nuts. Even the famed New York City
portraitist Francis B. Carpenter was said
to have hiked to the summit to enjoy some
solitude and communion with Nature during
summer visits to the Carpenter homestead
across the valley. For more intellectual
stimulation, the hotel hosted meetings of
The Literary Club, The Debating Society,
and card clubs. In the 1890s, the Cortland
Traction Company operated streetcars with
rattan covered benches between Cortland
and Preble. These cars transported folks to
the company-built pavilion (still standing) at
the north end of the lake to enjoy scrumptious boxed lunches of sandwiches, fried
chicken, boiled eggs, and cake.
It is interesting that while a school was
built and then a larger one, no religious
organization ever formed a congregation
or built a house of worship in Little York.
Instead, the citizens of the hamlet elected to
be members of faith communities in Preble
and Homer, and the bulk of them also chose
their final resting places to be in these two
neighboring communities.
By 1900, Little York had reached the peak of
its economic growth. After several generations, the names of Clark, Cushing, Hobart,
Pratt, and Salisbury still continued. The grist
mill, general store, blacksmith shops, and
hotel were still flourishing, and several small
enterprises were succeeding in buildings
that had formerly been saw mills, machine
shops, and a woolen factory. Shingles, cutlery, and gang rotary churns went out to the
world bearing the stamp “Little York, Cort.
Co. N.Y.”
In addition, two other large businesses
were prospering. Starting in 1889, the Little
York Ice Company harvested tons of blocks
of crystal clear ice from the lake and stored
it for future delivery to homes needing refrigeration for foods kept in the “ice box” in the
kitchen. Milk, butter, and cheese, among
such perishable foods, were processed at
the Little York Creamery and in quantities
sufficient for shipment via rail to large urban
markets. It is interesting to note that when
ice harvesting first commenced on the lake,
there was litigation over the company’s
right to take the ice. According to the grist
mill owners, ice was frozen water and they
owned the water rights to the lake. The mill
owners lost in court.

These enterprises of yesteryear are gone in Little
York, as is the summertime
swimming at the dam that
was so hugely popular in
the 1940s and ‘50s (as evidenced by the large black
and white photo ensconced
in Tony Ferro’s art studio).
And, yet, after two centuries, there are residents and
enterprising businesses still
adapting and continuing to
cling tenaciously to that once
remote land surrounding
the spot in Homer Township
where Jabez Cushman first
harnessed the waters of the
kettle lake for energy.

K&H MOTOR SPORTS
POLARIS - KAWASAKI - TRITON

607-749-2821

Sales
Service
Parts

Find the perfect toy for any
season at K&H Motor Sports!

1813 Little York Crossing Road Little York, NY 13087 www.knhmotorsports.com

Photo courtesy of Bill Anderson Farm Market

K & H Motorsports building. Part of this building housed the
creamery that processed milk, butter and cheese.

A Kaleidoscope
of Quilts
Closed Monday
Tuesday-Thursday
10-8pm
Friday-Saturday
10-5pm
Sunday
1-5pm

Beautiful
Quilts
Variety of
Patterns
Endless
Colors!
Offering a wide
variety of fabrics,
patterns, notions,
and quilts, plus
quilting classes
from beginners to
advanced....from
quilted bowls to
a “Log Cabin quilt”
and MORE!

November 30 is
SMALL BUSINESS DAY!
Help us celebrate 3 great years
in business-come in for
storewide specials just in time
for the holidays!

Call ...749-2628

62 Little York Lake Road
66270
Little York, NY, 13087
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
SEE OUR STORE F25&219(1,(176+233,1*+2856+20(2)6+85),1(4UALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

35,&(6())(&7,9(021DAY NOV. 25 THROUGH SATURDAY NOV. 30, 2016287+0$,16T. HOMER, NY 0 49-331
ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLES$/(560(0%(52)2/($1:+2/(SALEGROCERY CO-OP,1&:(GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD ST$036:(5(6(RVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QU$17,7,(6:($5(1275(63216,%/(FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEATS

GROCERY

Holidays are
fast
approaching
!!

Let Us He
Holiday Selp This
ason

!!!
DON’T FORG
ET TO
ORDE
Party Platte R YOUR...
rs &

Shurﬁne Frozen

Self Basting
ng
rkeys
Whole Turkeys

Honeysuckle White

it Baskets
For Your HoFru
liday!!

Fresh Whole
Turkeys

10-24 lb. avg.
w/pop up timer

12-24 lb. avg.

Ocean Spray

Campbell’s

Shurﬁne Assorted

Cranberry
Juice Cocktail

Cream Soups

Soft Drinks

Chicken or Mushroom

Plus Tax & Deposit

5 $5

4 $10

Assorted Varieties

$

188

for

64 oz.

See Store
for Details!!

$

148

Place Your
Order Now!

lb.

Boneless

Bob Evans

Pork Loin
Chops or
Roast

Pork
Sausage Roll

Center Cut

B6:0/&t(&50/&

$

2

Select Varieties

68

Free

Boneless Beef

Sirloin Tip
Roast

Boneless Beef Rib Eye

Small, Lean & Meaty

Delmonico
Steaks

Pork
Spareribs

Heinz Homestyle

Puffs White

Cranberry
Sauce

Gravy

Facial Tissue

Assorted Varieties

2-ply

5 $5

5 $5

88¢

for

14 oz.

Juicy Juice

3

Honeysuckle White

73% Lean

Frozen
Whole
Turkeys

Ground
Beef

8

lb.

98
lb.

2

8-10.3 oz. Salted or Lightly Salted Also: Mixed Nuts w/50% Peanuts

JelltO Gelatin
$3.49 .3-3
oz. Assorted Varieties

Shurﬁne Whole Cashews or Deluxe Mixed Nuts

JelltO Pudding
$3.99 .8-3.9
oz. Assorted Varieties

Shurﬁne Halves & Pieces Cashews

18

1

$

2

lb.

Folgers Coffee

$2.99
Stove Top
ng
Don’t feel like eating$1.99
Turkey
forStufﬁ
Thanksgiving?
Betty Crocker Potato Buds

Chex Mix

28
lb.

DELI

Sugardale Classic
Water Added
Deli Sliced

Virginia Style
Cooked Ham
or Great Lakes
Provolone
Cheese

3

398

2

Sugardale
Deli Sliced

Butterball Premium
Deli Sliced

Sandridge
Deli Fresh

Hard or
Genoa
Salami

Turkey or
Chicken Breast

Homestyle
Stufﬁng

or Sandwich
Style Pepperoni

$

$

13-14 oz.

$

558

lb.

$

618

lb.

Call US!!!
for a
Prime Rib Roast
$1.99

16 oz. Assorted Varieties

$

FROZEN

29 oz.

lb.

.4-1 oz. Buttermilk or Orig. Also: Party Dip

2 for $5

Hefty White Plates 87/8”, Compartment Trays 9x12

24 oz. Kosher or Polish or Bread & Butter

20-50 ct. Also: White Bowls 12 oz. or Wave EZ Grip Cup 18 oz.

Vlasic Baby Kosher Dill

Reynolds Brown’n Bag

$2.99

16-32 oz. Also: Sweet Gherkins or Sweet Midgets

Shurﬁne Black Olives
6 oz. Pitted Ripe Assorted Varieties

2 for $3

2 for $5

$1.99

2 ct. Turkey Size

Kleenex Dinner Napkins

$1.88

$6.49 per lb.
$2.49

50 ct. White 2-ply

Shurﬁne Reclosable Bags

2 for $3

15-25 ct. Freezer/Storage Quart or Gallon

2 lb. Also: Light or Dark Brown

$1.99

Charmin Bath Tissue

$2.99

4 roll pkg. Big Roll or Ultra Soft 2-ply

Shurﬁne Baking Chips

$1.88

11.5-12 oz. Select Varieties

Shurﬁne Storage Containers

2 for $5

2-6 ct. As

Towels

$1.88

s

Stroehmann

Stroehmann

Shurﬁne Large

Monk’s

Brown’n
Serve Rolls

Dutch
Country
Bread

White
Bread

Bread

or Split Top
Dinner Rolls

White, Wheat, Rye,
Multi Grain or Sunﬂower

$

199

Round Top
or Square

16 oz.

Stroeh. Dutch Country Seasoned

B6:0/&t(&50/&

FREE

12-18
oz.

129

$

B6:0/&t(&50/&

FREE

20-24
oz.

20-22 oz.

Stufﬁng

2$5
for

14 oz.

PRODUCE
Shurﬁne

New York Grown

New York Grown

Butter
Quarters

Apples

White
Potatoes

Select Varieties

Salted or Unsalted

1

19

$
16 oz.

Florida Natural

Boxed
Vegetables

Orange
Juice

Assorted Varieties

Select Varieties

$

for

59 oz.

299

Shurﬁne

Shurﬁne

8 Inch
Pies

Sliced
Strawberries

Cream
Cheese

Cottage
Cheese

Original
or Light

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

$

299 2 $5
for

27 oz.

$

Rhodes

Warm-N-Serv
Rolls
for

$

299

8 oz.

24 oz.

Shurﬁne

Yoplait Assorted

Sour Cream

Yogurt
or Whips

Select Varieties

2$5

139

16 oz.

Select Varieties

$

8.5-12 oz.

179

Shurﬁne Real

Rolls or
White Bread
Dough

Whipped
Cream

3

Us No. 1

98

2

$

148

5 lb. tote

5 lb. bag

Ocean Spray

Jumbo
Yams

Cranberries

48¢

$

California Crisp

California Sweet

Us No. 1

Pascal
Celery

Navel
Oranges

Yellow
Onions

98¢

$

California Sweet

California Sweet

Mini
Carrots

Carrots

298

$

Grape
Tomatoes

128

$

248

3 lb. bag

4 lb. bag

bunch

198
12 oz. bag

lb.

Green
Beans

pint

Blossom Valley

Apple
Cider

16 oz.

Rhodes Assorted

$

$

1

Green Giant In Sauce or

5 $5

Cortland, Empire,
Gala or McIntosh

99

Shurﬁne

88

2 for $3

BAKERY

418

Mrs. Smith’s

12 oz.

$2.99

$1.79 Hidden Valley Ranch Dressing

Whipped
Topping

7-12 oz.

¢

4 for $3

Shurﬁne

8 oz.

Cooked
Squash

$2.79

46-48 oz. Select Varieties

5-7 oz.

DAIRY
$

Shurﬁne Frozen

Shurﬁne Apple Sauce

25.4 oz. Red or White

Shurﬁne Cut Yams

4 lb. Pure Granulated

99

$2.99

20-21 oz. Original or Lite

$1.88 Shurﬁne Canned Vegetables
14.5-15.25 oz. Assorted Varieties
2 for $4 Welch’s Sparkling Grape Juice

Shurﬁne Pourable Salad Dressing

Domino Sugar

or Whipped
Sweet Potatoes

lb.

2 for $3

Shurﬁne Cherry Pie Filling

Vlasic Dill Spears

Also: Snac Pac,
Minis or Stix

49

$7.99

22.6-33.9 oz. Colombian, Special Roast, Decaf or Regular For All Coffee Makers

Progresso Panko Bread Crumbs

Orig. or Turkey
Pepperoni

$

$2.99

12.6-17.8 oz. Select Varieties

4-6 oz. Ready Made Orig. or Choc. or Tart Shells 3 Inch

6 oz. Select Varieties

Polska
Kielbasa

lb.

5 for $5

JFMMt0/PCBLF$IFFTFDBLF%FTTFSU

Keebler Graham Cracker Pie Crust

13.75 oz. Mashed

Hormel Pillow Pack Sliced

48

88¢

Forget to order
your Turkey?
$1.99

8.5 oz.

Domino 10X Sugar

$

2 for $5

10.5-15 oz. Traditional, Muddy Buddy or Cookies & Cream

Hillshire Farm

or Smoked
Sausage

10-24 lb. avg.

$

68-96 ct.

12.8-14 oz. Corn, Rice or Wheat

18.3-19.9 oz. Select Varieties

$

for

12 oz.

$2.99 Shurﬁne Square Cereals

8 oz. Italian

68

12 pk.tP[. cans

Whole or Jellied

Betty Crocker Brownie Mixes

$

for

Shurﬁne

64 oz. Select Varieties

1 lb. pkg.

lb.

10.75 oz.

$

99

12-36 ct. 35-48 oz. or
pkg. of 5/1 lb. loaves

5 3
for

Lite or Extra Creamy

$
4-6 oz.

99

1

7 oz.

ICE CREAM

$

1

18

$

1 lb. pkg.

2

$

1

88
5 lb. bag

68
lb.

$

388
gallon

SNACKS

Edy’s Grand

)ÊBHFOt%B[T

Néstlés

Nabisco

Keebler

Sunshine

Keebler

Assorted
Ice Cream

Assorted
Ice Cream

Drumsticks
or Rainbow
Push Ups

Snack
Crackers

Townhouse
Crackers

Cheez Its
Crackers

Assorted Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Fudge Shoppe
Cookies

2 $5
for

6.6-15 oz.

Kellogg’s

$

B6:0/&t(&50/&

FREE

48 oz.

2 6
for

$
14 oz.

99

2

4-9 pk.

$

$

2 4 2 5
for

5.5-9.1
oz.

for

9.5-16
oz.

$

2

99
9.75-13.7
oz.

Nutri Grain
Bars
Assorted Varieties

2 $5
for

7.4-10.4 oz.
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20th Edition of Dickens Christmas in Skaneateles
Opens Nov. 29
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Jim Greene, who has played Dickens for
more than a decade, will be joined by the
production’s first Dickens, Ted Davenport,
grand marshal for the parade, and Kim
Tenreiro, who will present a one-man dramatization of “A Christmas Carol” during
the show’s final weekend.
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CONSERVATIVE

Dickens Christmas is produced by Scarlett
Rat Entertainment and presented by
Mirbeau Inn & Spa and the Skaneatelesarea business community. It runs noon
to 4 p.m. every Saturday and Sunday
through Dec. 22, with a limited show
(noon to 3 p.m.) Dec. 24.

The cast now numbers 70, and Dickens
Christmas attracts more than 20,000 visitors each year.
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Each day I will strive to earn your trust and respect.”
Bill Foley

PAID POLITICAL AD

The parade starts at noon at the
Skaneateles Village Hall on Fennell
Street, proceeding east to Jordan and
Genesee streets and arriving at the
Sherwood House porch in time for the
12:10 p.m. grand opening.

“The production wasn’t always the
polished version it is today—in the
beginning, we really struggled,” recalls
Davenport. “That first year, we thought we
had an arrangement with an acting group
in Syracuse, but no one showed up. So
I grabbed some friends, put them in costume, and about 10 of us did the show
ourselves.”

REPUBLICAN

PAID POLITICAL AD

When the World’s Smallest Christmas
Parade kicks off Nov. 29, opening the
20th anniversary season of Dickens
Christmas, it will feature three renditions
of Charles Dickens.

PAID POLITICAL AD

In this Finger Lakes village, it is 1842, and
Charles Dickens is gathering research
for his soon-to-be-written classic, “A
Christmas Carol.” On village streets,
he encounters Scrooge, Tiny Tim, the
Ghosts of Christmas Past and Present,
the Hon. DeWitt Clinton (retired governor of New York who championed the
Erie Canal), President William Henry
Harrison, and a bevy of other characters ranging from finishing school girls to
pickpockets.

Everyone is invited to borrow Victorianera costumes from the Chamber of
Commerce, 22 Jordan St., and join in the
fun.
“Our village becomes a magical place
during the holiday season,” says Susan
Dove, director of the Skaneateles Area
Chamber of Commerce Foundation. “We
invite Dickens fans from near and far to
step back in time and join us for a slowerpaced, more enjoyable atmosphere,
where shopping can still be fun.
“We have more than 70 shops and restaurants, sure to please any palate and
pocketbook,” she notes. “Why not make
a weekend of it, and stay at one of our
lovely bed-and-breakfasts, hotels or inns.”
Behind the scenes
The cast of 70, which includes young
apprentice talent, is joined by a variety of
guest musicians and caroling groups. The
show comes together in just six rehearsals.
“We pack a lot in and streamline the process of building a character,” says Jim
Greene, of Dryden, who is producing
director and plays Dickens. “Every actor
learns music and uses improvisational
techniques to build his character and
become part of the ensemble.”

Magic, music and merriment prevail,
as the revels play and guests ride by in
horse–drawn carriages.
“Street theater is up-close and personal,
and it provides a wonderful experience
for the actors, as well as for visitors,”
Davenport says. “I thoroughly enjoyed
playing Dickens.”

More than 120 local businesses make
Dickens Christmas possible through
their sponsorship support. This year’s
Presenting Sponsor is Mirbeau Inn & Spa;
Royalty Sponsor is the Sherwood Inn.

Highlights of the 20th anniversary season
include:

The festival is further supported through
ticket sales from a Dickens Raffle. First
prize is a $1,000 gift certificate from
Mirbeau Inn & Spa; second prize is a
family membership to the Skaneateles
YMCA and Community Center; third
prize is a shop-and-dine Skaneateles gift
basket; fourth prize is a gift basket from
Infused!; and fifth prize is two tickets to an
SU Men’s Basketball game, courtesy of
Galaxy Communications. Raffle tickets
are $5 each, three for $10, 10 for $20,
and are on sale at the Skaneateles Area
Chamber of Commerce and other local
merchants.

• Scenes from “A Christmas Carol,” featuring guests from the audience, performed
at 12:30, 1:30 and 3:30 p.m. on the steps
of the Masonic Temple.
• One-man dramatization of “A Christmas
Carol,” presented by Kim Tenreiro, of
Canandaigua, 3:30 to 6 p.m. Dec. 21 at
the United Methodist Church. Suggested
donation is $5.
• Horse-drawn wagon and carriage
rides around the village, departing from the Sherwood Inn, provided by
Mountainview Guest Ranch. Wagon rides
are free; carriage rides are $20 per family.

Scene from 2012 "Dickens Christmas" in Skaneateles

And for children of all ages, the Wonderful
Wizard of the North will perform comedy
magic shows at 1 and 3 p.m. Dec. 7, 8,
14 and 15. The 3 p.m. performance Dec.
8 will be at the Skaneateles Historical
Society’s Museum at the Creamery; all
others will take place at the Skaneateles
Library.

Greene is assisted by Maria Wechsler,
of Marcellus, who is artistic director and
plays Queen Victoria; Kristen Baskewicz,
of Rochester, who is music director and
plays Lady Charlotte Anne, Duchess of
Buccleuch; John Decker, of Queensbury,
who is associate director and plays Prince
Albert; Brett Norsworthy, of Wolcott, who
is managing secretary and plays undertaker Barry M. Deep; and Tracey Greene,
of Dryden, who is wardrobe director.

• The Revels Live—Christmas carol singalong—2 p.m. every day at the Gazebo.
Twelve groups form, each representing
one of the 12 days of Christmas. The
groups vie for attention, and at the end,
Queen Victoria awards a silver teasel to
the most spirited performer. Winners have
been known to wear their coveted silver
teasels throughout the season.

Submitted Photo

For children, Mother Goose will read holiday stories at the Skaneateles Library and
Father Christmas will hand out treats from
the porch of the Masonic Temple.

• Free refreshments, including roasted
chestnuts donated by Tops Friendly
Markets and Johnny Angel’s and roasted
by Mid-Lakes Navigation, warm figgy pudding at Mid-Lakes Navigation, and Byrne
Dairy eggnog (Saturdays only) served by
the Girl Scouts.

Looking for still another Dickensinspired way to celebrate the season?
The Sherwood Inn will again offer
Dickens Christmas Ale, made for it exclusively by Empire Brewing Co. with water
from Skaneateles Lake, and Dickens
Christmas commemorative glasses.
A 20th anniversary Dickens Christmas
ornament is on sale at the Skaneateles
Chamber, the Sherwood Inn gift shop and
White Sleigh.
For more information on Dickens
Christmas, go to www.skaneateles.
com, call (315) 685-0552, or follow the
event on Facebook (Dickens Christmas in
Skaneateles) or Twitter (@DickensXmas).
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It is gratifying to receive such overwhelming support.
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I appreciate your vote on Nov. 5th. I will
continue to work on behalf of all the residents of the Town
of Homer to keep Homer a healthy and attractive place to live. Thank You.

PAID POLITICAL AD

(607) 753-1234
www.MaxGaphicsCortland.com
177 Homer Ave - Cortland

PAID POLITICAL AD

(NAPSA)-To
monitor
eye
health, maintain good vision
and keep up-to-date on the
latest in UV protection, schedule yearly comprehensive eye
exams. To find an optometrist
nearby or for additional information on UV protection, visit
the American Optometric Association at www.aoa.org.

we will be open to sell

Christmas Trees
starting NOV. 29
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2013 Toys for Tots
Cortland County
Campaign Launches
CORTLAND, N.Y. On November 1, the
Marine Corps League’s Toys for Tots program of Cortland County officially kicked
off its 2013 toy drive with the delivery of
almost 70 collection boxes to businesses
around the county. “Each year we get
calls requesting five to six more boxes
at additional locations,” says Toys for
Tots county coordinator Norm Stitzel. Toys
for Tots volunteer staffers hope that the
increased interest in donating and collecting toys will match the growing need in the
county to help more than 1,600 children in
need this year.
There are many ways to support the
campaign – donate a new unwrapped toy
at one of the toy collection locations, host
a Toys for Tots fundraising and collection
event, make a monetary donation, or
volunteer to wrap gifts at the local warehouse.

Geothermal Systems Can
Carry Tax Credits
(NAPSI)—Tax credits for geothermal heat
pumps are a hot item. According to WaterFurnace, a leading manufacturer of geothermal systems, in many cases, homeowners
qualify for a federal tax credit for installing
their products. Some homeowners may
also qualify for additional utility and state rebates, which can make installing such systems even more affordable.
Thanks to these incentives, a homeowner
can save money when installing a geothermal system and continue to experience savings for years since such a system operates
more efficiently and economically than traditional furnaces, air source heat pumps or air
conditioners.
Some states are also beginning to acknowledge that geothermal systems offer as
much benefit when it comes to clean energy
generation as wind and solar technology. In
fact, the state of Maryland has enacted legislation that allows a utility to claim a renewable energy credit for installing a geothermal
heat pump.
Stored Solar Energy

New, unwrapped toys and gifts appropriate for ages newborn to 18 years of age
will be collected now through December
16 at over 70 collections sites throughout
the county. A running list of locations will
be posted on the the Facebook page:
Toys for Tots Cortland County. Cash donations help Toys for Tots purchase toys to
for age groups that with a short supply
of toys (usually the 10 and above group).
Checks made payable to Toys for Tots
may be sent to Toys For Tots Cortland
County, Marine Corps League, 76 Main
St., Cortland, NY 13045.
Toys for Tots is partnering with Cortland
downtown businesses to promote a “Shop
Local Help Local” campaign to encourage
shoppers to spend their cash downtown
and to pick up an extra gift for a local child.
Retailers will highlight age-appropriate
merchandise for gifts that shoppers can
purchase and drop off at a nearby Toys
for Tots collection bin (at Edward Jones
Financial Advisor - Jason D Cicioni, 21
Main Street, for example). Look out for
the Toys for Tots logo merchandise next
to merchandise.
One of the many upcoming local efforts
to benefit Toys for Tots Cortland County
is the November 30 Divalicious Quarter
Auction benefiting Toys for Tots at the
NYS State Grange, 100 Grange Place,
Cortland. Quarter Auction attendees get
to bid on new products from local businesses for just quarters. Paddle fees and
a 50/50 raffle drawing proceeds will go to
the Toys for Tots campaign and they will
also be collecting new, unwrapped toys
that evening. To register, please visit the
event website at https://divaliciousquarterauction.eventbrite.com/?ref=esfb
Marine Corps League members Norm
Stitzel and co-coordinator Kevin Grewe
lead this campaign with a number of
volunteer staff who organize the collection, sorting, counting and distribution of
the toys. For those interested in getting
into the holiday spirit by wrapping toys, a
“wrapping night” is hosted each Wednesday at the warehouse from 6:00pm to
9:00pm, beginning November 20 and ending December 18.
Individuals in need who would like to
receive toys for the children in their care
may register at the Toys for Tots website
www.toysfortots.org between November
15 and December 15 to request toys, providing the age and sex of their children.
Each child receives two toys that are to
be picked up by caregivers on distribution day at the Toys for Tots warehouse
located at 165 South Main Street, Cortland (entrance at the corner of Huntington
Street) on December 21 between 2:00pm
and 5:00pm.
Cortland County Marine Corps League
and the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve’s
mission is to ensure a brighter, more joyful Christmas for less fortunate children
through the Toys for Tots program.

In general, geothermal heat pumps take
advantage of free solar energy stored just
below the surface of the earth. Using a series of pipes buried in the ground, the system extracts thermal energy, concentrates it,
and distributes it throughout the home using
traditional ductwork or radiant floor heating.
The most efficient geothermal heat pump
systems can deliver over five dollars of
heating for every dollar of electrical energy
it uses. That translates into reductions in
heating and cooling bills by as much as 70
percent.
The system reverses to cool a structure. In
that mode, it extracts heat from indoor air
and either moves it back into the earth or
into a water tank for domestic hot water.
Additional Savings
Geothermal systems, such as those produced by WaterFurnace, tend to produce
more energy per square foot than solar systems while taking up less space.
In addition, the majority of geothermal manufacturers offer equipment that can provide
hot water to the home. Unlike solar solutions, these geothermal systems provide hot
water around the clock, heating it at three to
five times the efficiency of traditional gas or
electic heaters.
WaterFurnace International, Inc. is a leading manufacturer of residential, commercial,
industrial and institutional geothermal and
water source heat pumps.
To learn more, you can visit www.waterfurnace.com.

Overcoming Workplace
Bullying
(NAPSI)—We’ve all heard about the increase
in bullying among children, but workplace bullying among adults is also a growing problem.
According to recent reports, 35 to 50 percent
of U.S. employees say they were bullied in
the course of their career.
The Problem
At companies across America, employers and
workers are discovering a problem that’s bad
for morale, bad for their own health and happiness, and bad for the bottom line: workplace
bullying.
Some Solutions
What can you do if you’re bullied at work? Dr.
Colleen Logan, Walden University’s program
director for the M.S. in Career Counseling
program, and an expert in bullying issues, offers some advice:
• Know the signs. Workplace bullying can include verbal abuse, threats, gossip, the silent
treatment, offensive conduct, humiliation, intimidation, and work interference or sabotage.
• Set boundaries. Tell yourself you do not
have to stand for this behavior and will not be
victimized. Remain in charge of your values,
decisions, behavior and conduct.
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HILL of BEAN’S

christmas tree farm
12A13

Opening the weekend
Ť¡£¨ဘ

First 3 weekends in December
Hours Open: 10am - 4pm
Warming Barn with Hot Cocoa & Cookies
Choose & Cut...$37 - Pre-Cut...$20 & up
Tax & Tree Bailing Included!

Winner: Best of Cortland County
“Place to cut Christmas Tree’s”
607-345-4199

Traditional Wreathes available in Barn
(all custom greeneries must be called in 607-345-4199)

New This Year-Santa’s Mailbox Tree Tunnel
Closest Tree Farm to Cortland & Homer Area!

4 Miles north of Cortland on RT 13-turn left on Searles Rd-and follow the signs!

Homer Town Board

Anita W. Jebbett, Town Clerk

The regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Homer held on Wednesday,
November 6, 2013, in the board room of the Town Hall building was called to order by
Supervisor Frederick J. Forbes at 7:30 p.m.
Supervisor Forbes congratulated Board members Warren and Williams who were re-elected as Board members, and John Phelps who was re-elected as Highway Superintendent.
MINUTES
The minutes of the October 2nd public hearing and regular meeting and the minutes of the October 23rd budget workshop were approved as presented, on motion by
Councilman Weddle, seconded by Councilman Young and carried unanimously.
MONTHLY REPORTS
Presented for audit by the Board:
1. The Supervisor’s report of all cash receipts & disbursements for September and
October.
2. The Town Clerk’s report of all receipts & disbursements for October.
3. The Code Enforcement Officer’s report of all permits issued for October.
4. The Dog Control Officer’s report of all activities for September and October.
ANNUAL REPORTS
Presented for audit by the Board:
1. The Town Historian’s report of all activities from November 1, 2012, to
November 1, 2013.
BILLS TO BE PAID
General bills were approved as audited on motion by Councilman Weddle, seconded by
Councilman Williams and carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that General vouchers #226
through #256 totaling $23,827.82 be approved for payment.
Highway bills were approved as audited on motion by Councilman Warren, seconded by
Councilman Young and carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that Highway vouchers #161
through #185 totaling $121,375.68 be approved for payment.
2014 TOWN BUDGET
On motion by Supervisor Forbes, seconded by Councilman Williams and carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that the preliminary Town budget, as amended at the budget
workshop, is hereby adopted as the Town of Homer final budget for 2014, with the tax
rate to be $1.29 per thousand for Village residents and $1.71 per thousand for Town
residents.

HANGING UP ON UNWANTED PHONE CALLS
A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L.
Seward
My office receives inquires on a regular
basis concerning unwanted phone calls
from telemarketers. I have fought to end
this annoying practice for some time with
a degree of success, but the battle continues.
Since taking effect in 2001, the “Do Not
Call” registry has become one of the most
effective and popular consumer laws in
New York State. In 2003, New York merged
its registry with the national “Do Not Call”
registry to provide the most comprehensive
protection available. Since that time, several updates and changes have been made
to close loopholes and offer additional roadblocks to unwanted, unsolicited phone calls.
One of the most effective improvements
came under the Do Not Call Improvement
Act of 2007, which became law in February
of 2008. From that point on, any number
placed on the registry remains on it permanently. Both home landlines and personal
mobile phones are covered and more than
221 million phone numbers are on the
national registry.
The “Do Not Call” law has proven effective in stopping unwanted calls, however,
in some cases, telemarketers have found
ways around the law. In order to combat this
problem, the senate last year passed legislation (S.7567A) that was signed into law,
regulating all telemarketers who do business in New York and adds new consumer
protections from unwelcome prerecorded
calls.
Also, the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) has approved several
updates to the registry in recent years that
should add additional protections. They
include:
 Requiring telemarketers to obtain
prior expressed written consent
from them, including by electronic
means such as a website form,
before placing a robocall to a consumer;
 Eliminating the “established business relationship” exemption to
the requirement that
telemarketing robocalls to residential wireline phones occur only
with prior express
consent from the consumer;
 Requiring telemarketers to provide



an automated, interactive “opt-out”
mechanism during
each robocall so that consumers
can immediately tell the telemarketer to stop calling;
Strictly limiting the number of
abandoned or “dead air” calls that
telemarketers can make
within each calling campaign.

Even with the continued effort to upgrade
the “Do Not Call” law and improve its effectiveness, there are a few exceptions. You
may still receive calls from:
Organizations with which
you have an existing
business relationship;
Charitable organizations;
Religious corporations;
Polling companies;
Political parties and committees.
Signing-up for the “Do Not Call” registry is
simple and free. To register by phone, call
toll free 1-888-382-1222. You must call from
the phone number you wish to register. You
may also register on-line at www.donotcall.
gov. Through the on-line form you can register up to three telephone numbers. You
must have a valid e-mail address to take
advantage of the on-line registration.
Once you register, your phone number will
show up on the “Do Not Call” registry the
next day. Telemarketers have up to 31 days
to get your phone number and remove it
from their call lists. If your number has been
on the registry for at least 31 days and you
receive a call from a telemarketer that you
believe is covered under the law you can file
a complaint.
As many of you know, signing-up for
the “Do Not Call” registry does not always
silence every call. Those attempting to commit fraud or find their way around the law still
seem to do their best to keep bombarding us
all with unwanted calls. I would urge you to
report such calls immediately.
Complaints can be filed through the website, www.donotcall.gov, or by calling the
registry’s toll free number. The New York
Department of State, Division of Consumer
Protection has some helpful information that
can aid in filling out the complaint form.

OLD BUSINESS
Town Hall parking lot – The Town Board thanked Highway Superintendent Phelps for the
excellent paving job on the Town parking lot. Phelps said that he intends to have it lined in
the spring.
Wind farm local law – Supervisor Forbes stated that the committee appointed to advise
the Town on a proposed zoning law addressing commercial wind farms was at an impasse
over setback distances. Forbes said it will be up to the Town Board to make a final decision
and he is hopeful that it can be made prior to Christmas.
Councilman Weddle, a member of the Wind Power Committee, said that they are basically adapting the Town of Cortlandville’s local law to meet Homer’s needs and have only a
little more to do besides establishing the setbacks.
Supervisor Forbes warned that a 3280-foot setback, the setback in the Town of
Cortlandville law and more than twice the average setback of other wind farms in New York
State, could trigger an Article 10 action whereby the State and not the Town would then have
the authority to establish the setbacks.
NEW BUSINESS
Board of Assessment Review – On motion by Supervisor Forbes, seconded by
Councilman Young and carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that Hugh Riehlman be
appointed as a temporary member of the Town’s Board of Assessment Review for a
term of one year through September 30th, 2014.
Budget Assistant - Supervisor Forbes recommended that Budget Assistant Bonnie
Johnson be paid $350 for her help in preparing the 2014 Town budget. He also recommended that she prepare the NYS tax cap annual filing for both the Town and the Homer
Fire District, and be paid $75 for each filing.
2014 Health insurance – Supervisor Forbes said that the Town’s health insurance policy
is being discontinued and replaced by another Excellus Blue Cross Blue Shield plan with a
lower deductible and an overall cost increase of 2.4%.
The Medicare Advantage plan also may change as the Town’s insurance broker is recommending moving from an MVP plan to an Excellus plan. There was discussion about
meeting with the broker to further discuss the proposed plan change.
NYS training for elected officials – Supervisor Forbes announced that the 2014 Training
School for newly elected and re-elected officials is being offered by the Association of Towns
on January 8th through 10th in Rochester.
Seasonal roads – On motion by Councilman Young, seconded by Councilman Warren
and carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that Town of Homer Highway Superintendent
John R. Phelps has designated certain Town highways and portions of Town highways as seasonal limited use highways and is hereby authorized by the Homer Town
continued on page 9
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Homer Town Board, contiued
Board to temporarily discontinue snow and ice removal and maintenance on those
Town highways and portions thereof from December 1st, 2013, to April 1st, 2014 as
follows:
Foster Road
.50 miles
Burhans Road
.50 miles
Wolf Road
.25 miles
Grange Road
.75 mile from Rice Road to Brake Hill Road
Brake Hill Road
.50 miles
Rice Road
.50 miles
Carroway Hill Rd
.25 miles
McDonald Road
.25 miles
Sessions Hill Rd
2.50 miles
Vern King Road
entire length
Maxson Road
1.70 miles from Sessions Hill
Forbes Road
.80 miles
Chapman Road
1.00 miles
Searls Road
.50 miles
Dillon Road
.25 miles
Budget adjustment – On motion by Councilman Young, seconded by Councilman
Williams and carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that the 2013 Town budget be adjusted
to equal the amount of State CHIPS money actually received by the Town as follows:
estimated revenue for the State CHIPS funds (DB3501) be increased by $50,405.57 to
$150,405.57, and appropriations for CHIPS expenditures (DB5112.2) be increased by
the same amount to $150,405.57.
DECALS changes – Town Clerk Jebbett reported that the NYSDEC will be making
changes to the Conservation license program and is offering mandatory training for the new
computer program. On motion by Councilman Warren, seconded by Councilman Weddle
and carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that Town Clerk Jebbett be authorized to attend
DECALS training at the Lafayette Town Hall on Thursday, December 5th.
Hunting badges – Town Clerk Jebbett showed the Board a framed collection of hunting
license badges dating from 1925 to 1941 that had been donated to the Town in 1979 by
Howard Schweirs and Kathryn Allis, his daughter and a former Deputy Town Clerk. It was
recently re-framed by Vicky Delaney of Cortland Picture Frame.
TOWN HISTORIAN
Town Historian Martin Sweeney reviewed his annual written report with the Town Board.
He reported that the Town Board minutes from the 18th and 19th centuries and other old
Town records have been scanned by Sue and Ron Clark of Elbridge. They have made
them available on a flash-drive which will be downloaded to the Town’s website in the near
future.
Sweeney presented the Board with a copy of his book, Death in the Winter Solstice:
A Narrative of a True Murder Mystery in Homer. It was published by the Cortland County
Historical Society, with all proceeds to go to them.
He reported on his eight public speaking engagements as well as a presentation he
gave at the Association of Public Historians of NYS. Sweeney has also developed three
different walking tours, with help from Kathy Beardsley, which benefit the Center for the
Arts – Historic Homer, Glenwood Cemetery, and Haunted Homer Tours.
While preparing to move from her Warren Street home, Janet Pugh discovered a rattan
upholstered seat from a Cortland Traction Company’s streetcar in her basement and has
donated it to the Town. Historian Sweeney showed the item to the Board and suggested
that it become part of a future museum at the Center for the Arts.
Sweeney explained that he was still pursuing the idea that the Town’s influential citizens
and “Homer’s gifts” to President Abraham Lincoln – Carpenter, Stoddard & DeVoe - be commemorated in statuary. He showed the Board a DVD presentation of a concept by New
York City sculptor Frank Porcu for a sculpture to be placed on the Village Green.
The Board thanked him for all his hard work over the past year.
HIGHWAY SUPERINTENDENT
Highway Superintendent John Phelps thanked the Town Board for their support during
the recent election.
Phelps reported that over the past month they have received all the salt that was originally ordered, replacing some borrowed from the County. Salt and sand are mixed, and
trucks are ready for the snow season. There was discussion about hiring extra help for
snowplowing.
The crew has repaired the shoulders on Phelps Road and Phelps is continuing to work
on cleaning up Haights Gulf Creek.

From Our Readers
Likes "Newsy"
Publication

Kudos to Physical
Therapist

To the Editor

To the Editor,

Thanks for publishing this newsy publication! Stumbled across my first issue this
summer and have read them all. Enjoy
keeping up to date as well as the articles
on times gone by.
HCHS Class of 61.
Regina Talbot
Detroit, MI

We are extremely fortunate to have an
excellent physical therapist on Main Street
in Homer. Ehren Heyer is knowledgeable,
caring, encouraging, and pleasant.
He not only works with you, he gives
you “homework” and makes sure you understand what you need to do to get better. His
watchful eye is on you to make sure you are
doing exercises correctly.

Appreciates Historic
Homer
Dear Editor,
I read with great interest in your last
issue Len Cohen’s article about his historic home on North Main Street. When my
husband and I moved from Binghamton to
Homer in 2009, one thing that attracted us
to Homer Village was its historic character.
As an historian, I especially appreciate the
village green, the stately Victorians and the
Homer residents’ commitment to maintaining their community’s history. For instance,
just look at the Village Market. What a
beautiful restoration project the Williams
undertook! Homeowners throughout the
village display similar dedication.
I believe that each house or building,
like Len Cohen’s home, has a story to
share,. While my own home, built in 1970,
lacks the historical patina of a past century,
it nevertheless hints at an interesting tale
behind the shutters. The yard in the spring
with its wild strawberries, chickweed, and
yellow buttercups reveals my neighborhood’s past as a pasture that nurtured
cows until the 1950s. The poor drywall finishing on each wall suggests that the work
crew building the house in 1970 perhaps
may have been more preoccupied listening to the Rolling Stones or the Grateful
Dead. I don’t know what they were thinking
(or smoking!) when they decided on what
plywood to put on the roof.
Over the years Homer Village and its
homes have undergone many changes.
The village definitely has one foot in the
grave and one in the future. But we need
to know where we’ve been to know where
we’re headed. I look forward to hearing
more stories like Len Cohen’s and to learning more about the Landmark Society.
Respectfully submitted,
Dianne W. Cappiello

To the residents of the Homer-Cortland
area and beyond.

I worked with him before and after rotator
cuff surgery and couldn’t be more pleased
with the results.
Thank you Ehren.
Marian Guy

Seeking Information on
Homer Braves Baseball
To the Editor
Roger Williams at the History Center suggested I email you with a request. Is it possible to include a brief mention in the next
Homer News of my research needs?
I am a baseball historian working on a
history of Dewey Griggs and the Homer
Braves of 1939-1955. I have interviewed
Don Steger and Ed Purser, two Braves
players, and am compiling season results
and statistics for the team and the players. I
have been able to locate a few photos of the
teams and Municipal Stadium on Hudson
Street. I am looking to find out if there are
any more living ballplayers or fans who
wouldn’t mind sharing their memories with
me. There must be many more photos out
there including a good one of the ballpark.
Lots of stories can be shared provided I
know about them.
Thank you for your help!
Tony Kissel
825 NYS Route 222
Cortland, NY 13045
756-7628
Ed. Note: I seem to recall a Mr. Klock who had a lot
of information on The Homer Braves. Can any of our
readers help Mr. Kissel with his project?

The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

Cortland’s Premier Auto Detailing Business

BUSHY’S PRO SHINE

Free Pick Up & Delivery
JEFF BUSHNELL
BOB BUSHNELL

AUTO DETAILING

(607)758-9582
bushyproshine@gmail.com

Come Celebrate our 20th Anniversary & New Location:
)LVKHU$YH&RUWODQG1<

TARTAN ACRES

Alpaca Farm

-Holiday Gift Shop now open featuring soft alpaca yarn
sweaters, scarves, hats, mittens, capes and more!
(weekends & by appointment)
-Champion Alpaca Sales, Service, Boarding
-Alpaca Farm Tours available
(weekends and by appointment)
-Alpaca Rovings, Raw Fiber, Yarn
707 HOUGHTON HILL ROAD HOMER NY 13077

and Gift Shop

315-729-9358 tartanacres.com

F

F

Roberts Family
Christmas Tree Farm

“Choose and Cut” varieties of: Balsam, Canaan, Concolor,
Fraser, Grand, Blue Spruce, & Norway Spruce! Bring the whole
family to stroll our 15 acres of level, mowed fields and enjoy
our bonfire, complimentary hot cocoa and candy canes.
Make us part of your family Christmas traditions!
robertsfamilytreefarm.com

Open Weekends Nov. 30

Dec.15 from 9-4:30pm!

782 Clark Street Extension Groton, New York 13073
Phone 607-898-9583 (home), 607-279-3417 (cell)
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Writing Material
It might be hard to believe, but there are
days I’m scratching my head for something
to write about. The dogs, apparently, are
only willing to provide so much fodder. I had
been flying under Bruce’s radar, until his
brother, Roger, brought the Homer News to
a family dinner. “Look at the article Priscilla
wrote about Bruce,” he said.
“You wrote about me?” Bruce said.
To be honest, I couldn’t remember what
the column had been about at all. “No,” I
said, “it’s not about you. I just mentioned
you.”
I grabbed the issue from Roger to refresh
my memory. “In the first sentence. I mentioned you in the first sentence.”
I kept reading. “And the second paragraph… and the third…. And the last line.
But it’s not about you. It’s not like I wrote
about the time…”
“Don’t even think about it,” he said.
“Or the time….”
He just gave me a baleful look.
But really, there is a difference between
mentioning someone and writing about
them.
It’s hard to talk about anything in life
and not mention Bruce. After all, I’ve been
married to the guy for going on thirty-four
years. And in all those years, every time
I’ve moved, he’s moved. Every house I’ve
lived in, he’s lived in. He knows every boss
I’ve had, visited every college I’ve attended,
and co-owned every dog. There’s not much
that happens in my life that doesn’t involve
Bruce. Other than reading, that is.
In our house, we have Bruce’s book
shelves and my book shelves. And never the
books shall meet. For fear of cross contamination. His shelves are filled with only books
on the Shakers, Quakers, Mennonites, and
Amish, their history and religion. My book
shelves contain dragons, shapeshifters,
assassins, and Death. Maybe he’s right to
fear cross-contamination.
Death is one of my favorite characters.
There’s Markus Zuzak’s Death in The Book
Thief (soon to be a movie,) or Christopher
Moore’s Death in A Dirty Job. But the
best Death by far is Terry Pratchett’s in the
Discworld series, a grim reaper with occasional feelings of conflict over his job. Of
course, the novels where Susan, Death’s
granddaughter, has to fill in for Death are the
best. Susan has a certain irritated temperament I can relate to.
And for all of you who look down on fantasy, that’s Sir Terry Pratchett to you. He’s
been knighted by the Queen, thus proving
the Brits know how important fantasy is,
even if the rest of us don’t!
So what, you are wondering, is this column really about? Its proof that I can write
a column that isn’t about Bruce, no matter
what my brother-in-law Roger says, that
I can ramble on about nothing of conse-

quence, and that I can always end up talking
about books. Who knows?
What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time
Pre-School Story Time with Miss Tammy
is on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am,
when school is in session. There are no
programs on snow days or school holidays.
Upcoming themes are:
Nov. 27th - No Program
Dec. 4th – Snowmen
Dec. 11th – Polar Bears and Penguins
Dec. 18th – Holiday Party
Dec. 25th – No Program
Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade story
and activity time is on Wednesday afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy will be
offering a fun program with stories, crafts,
games, and songs. There are no programs
on snow days or school holidays.
The upcoming schedule is:
Nov. 27th – No program – Happy
Thanksgiving
Dec. 4th – National Cookie Day
Dec. 11th – Celebrate Weary Willy Day
with Yoga
Dec. 18th – Winter Fun
Dec. 25th – No Program
Teen Writers’ Group
The Teen Writers group meets Tuesdays
at 4:00 pm. This group is open to all writers
from 6th through 12th grades.
The library also hosts a Wiki where writers
can post their stories. Check it out at www.
phillipsfreelibrarywriters.wikispaces.com If
you’d like to post your own stories there,
talk to Priscilla.
Clubs for Kids is back this fall
The Kid’s Writers’ Club for 4th through 5th
graders meets on the first Monday of each
month. Along with writing, there’ll be book
discussions of fantasy, adventure, and mystery novels. Their next meeting is Dec. 2nd.
The Science Club for 3rd through 5th graders will be back this fall. The club meets the
first Thursday of the month at 4:00 pm. The
next meeting is Dec. 5th.
Creativity Group
We’ll be hosting a new monthly group;
Living the Creative Life. Based on Rice
Freeman-Zachery’s best-selling book, it
delves into the creative process and offers
insights into how different artists work.
There’s no right or wrong way to pursue your
muse, and Free-Zachery’s conversations
with various artists demonstrate the variety
of ways an artist approaches her work. Why
don’t you become a part of our conversation? Cortland County is rife with artists of all
kinds! Join us on the third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 pm and fan the spark of your
creativity! The next meeting is Thursday,
Nov. 21st at 6:30 pm.
Writers’ Group
The library’s writers’ group continues to
meet on the third Thursday of each month

at 5:30 pm. If you want to meet with other
writers, to share, learn and get feedback,
drop in! The next meeting is Thursday, Nov.
21st at 5:30 pm. There will also be a WriteIn for those participating in NaNoWriMo
on Saturday, Nov. 23rd from 2 – 4 pm. Be
sure to get here before the library closes
at 2 pm!

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES
TO PREVIEW PROGRAMS VISIT CENTER4ART.ORG

MOYA BRENNAN
AN IRISH CHRISTMAS

Sat. Nov 30
at 8pm

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading ebooks
and audiobooks to your Nook, Kindle, or
ipad? Let our Teen Tech Volunteers help
you. They are available Thursdays from
3-4 pm. They can help you learn to check
out and download e-materials. They can
also help with other computer questions.
Call ahead, to make an appointment, or
drop by.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out our
website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org

ISREAL HAGAN
& STROKE
DANCE PARTY
Sat. Dec 7 at 7pm

IT’S A
WONDERFUL LIFE
RADIO PLAY

Sat. Dec 14 at 8pm
For ticket pricing &
up-to-date information visit
www.center4art.org

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

607.749.4900
CNY’S PREMIERE
PERFORMANCE
CENTER

Hanna Reminds Seniors
About Medicare Open
Enrollment
Seniors can change their plans
through December 7, 2013
U.S. Rep. Richard Hanna today reminds
seniors that Medicare Open Enrollment is
currently open and runs through the first
week of December.
Senior citizens enrolled in Medicare are
able to look at their plans during this time
and make changes that could lower costs
or offer more benefits. Now is the time for
seniors to review the cost and coverage
for 2014. Whether seniors choose Original
Medicare or a Medicare Advantage plan
- take advantage of Open Enrollment to
review cost, coverage, or both for next year
(2014).

arts@center4art.org

plan if you decide to make a change.
• Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227)
24-hours a day/7 days a week to find
out more about your coverage options.
TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.
• Review the Medicare & You 2014 handbook.
It is mailed to people with Medicare in
September.
• If you have limited income and resources,
you may be able to get Extra Help paying your
prescription drug coverage costs. For more
information, visit www.socialsecurity.gov/
i1020 or call Social Security at 1-800-7721213. TTY users should call 1-800-325-0778.
• Get one-on-one help from New York’s
SHIP Website: www.aging.ny.gov/ or call
N.Y. SHIP at 1-800-701-0501.

Steven Dafoe

The Medicare Part B premium information
for 2014 is not yet available, but seniors
should call the 24-hour toll free hotline for
the most up-to-date information.
“Seniors don’t have to make these
decisions alone because there is help
out there and a toll free number they can
call to discuss their options,” Rep. Hanna
said. “It’s worth it to take a look and see
if there are ways to get better benefits
or lower your costs. People can call our
office or their local Office of the Aging to
find assistance.”

Main St., Homer

Professional

12b13

Medicare is available to help answer
questions:

Full Range of Services:
')0&-5R5./'*5,#(#(!
%")5R5()15&)1#(!

• Visit www.medicare.gov/find-a-plan
to compare your current coverage with
all of the options that are available in
your area, and enroll in a new

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

Office: (607) 749-6814

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community
3.14
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Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
This Doctor makes House Calls!
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www.sevenvalleyrealty.com

Dianne Wheaton Cappiello, Ph.D.

SALES

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Specializing in Vintage Homes!


&HOO
)D[
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4287 N. Homer Avenue
Cortland NY 13045

www.jackmcnerneychevrolet.com

dcapiello@sevenvalleyrealty.com

12B13

Cell Phone: (607) 651-6039

MUNCEY HILL TREE FARM
Cut your own Christmas Tree. A family tradition in DeRuyter
and beyond. Come bring the family and find the perfect tree!
We're on Midlum Spur Road on Cuyler Hill,
20 miles North of Cortland, just off NYS Rt.13
Tree Types: We specialize in Fraser, Canaan and
Balsam Fir. DEALERS: Wholesale tree’s available!
We bale and load your tree for free!
Hours Open: 10am to 4 pm.
All December weekends (or by appointment)
Call 315-439-3759
glee@munceyhilltreefarm.com
MUNCEYHILLTREEFARM.COM

 )D[  

HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
&RPPHUFLDO5HVLGHQWLDO1HZ&RQVWUXFWLRQ6HUYLFH:RUN

Homer, NY 13077

Licensed Master Plumber
4.7

/\QQ+XJKVWRQ2ZQHU-LOO-RQHV2IILFH0DQDJHU

6WDWH5RXWH+RPHU1HZ<RUN

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12B13
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Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3.13
1C14

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
3.24

VALLEY VIEW GARDENS

Complete Designing & Landscaping Service
Retail Nursery: Quality Trees, Shrubs, Perennials,
Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Pottery...

The Cinnamon Apple Cottage
Enchanting Gifts for Home & Garden
Your Holiday Gift Giving Headquarters!

607-749-3130
M-F...9-5:30PM
3797 LUKER ROAD
Across from Builders Best
SAT...9-4PM
CORTLAND NEW YORK 13045
SUN...CLOSED
3.13
6B13

Brittany Station

Gift Shop

A unique gift shop with a little bit of everything!
Women’s accessories, holiday and home décor,
Willow Tree Angels, Lang calendars & cards,
with lots more fun ideas for those
on your Christmas list!

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

It’s a great place

607.756.4307

Monday-Friday 10-5:30
to do your
Saturday 10-5:00
Holiday
Gift buying!
Sunday 11-4:00
152 Main St Groton NY 13073
(607) 898-4994

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Treat Yourself to a Relaxing Reiki Session...

GROTON HOBBY SHOP

Holiday Special ... 3-Pack for $120

Dollhouse Miniatures and Hobbies

(Special Expires Jan 31, 2014)

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy-Therapeutic Touch
Personalized Hypnosis Sessions-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

Gifticates
tif le
Cer vailab
A

11B13

Moira McMahon RNBC
Healing Arts Network
607.749.2550

Services offered at The Dharma Center . 55 Port Watson St Cortland

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland

If you are holiday shopping for kids this year,
then this is the store for you!

DOLLS - DOLLHOUSE MINI’S
TRAINS by LIONEL and OTHERS - PUZZLES
R/C BY TRAXXAS - THUNDER TIGER - KITES
CHILDREN’S TOYS-GAMES-MODELS & MORE!
129 Main St Groton NY 13073 grotonhobby.com (607) 898-3112

Sew Beautifully Creative Quilt Shop

Groton’s newest Best Kept Secret!

Attention
Quilters!
Quilting Items
Sewing Items
Doll Clothes
(American Doll)

315.696.8918

Place your last minute
order now for our popular
“Child & Doll”
Matching PJ Sets!

Closed Monday
Tuesday 10am-4pm
A Great Holiday
Wednesday 10am-2pm
Gift idea for the
Thursday 9am-5pm
little princess in your life!!
Friday 10am-7pm
Saturday 9am-3pm
Now scheduling sewing, embroidery and quilting classes!
Sunday 1-4pm (2nd & 4th Sunday of each month)
myhomemadedolly.com
12B13

190 Cayuga Street (Rt 38N) Groton, NY 13073

(607) 351-5873

(607) 753-1234
www.MaxGaphicsCortland.com
177 Homer Ave - Cortland
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Work Begins on the New Park Benchs for the Homer Village Green

The Very, Very Happy Thanksgiving
By Lynn Olcott
Claire looks at the calendar and the
calendar looks back at Claire. It’s almost
Thanksgiving and she isn’t feeling very
thankful. There’s the house to prepare
and the usual enormous dinner to cook.
Even with her grown children bringing
things, it’s still a lot of work.

her arthritis is bothering her. It’s a relief
to get home and put the groceries away.
Claire eases into her chair, enjoying the
feeling of quiet rest after the bustle and
bright lights of the store. She reaches for
her knitting, but before that, she decides
to call Jeanne.

The thought of moving out the big table
and finding all the necessary dishes and
glasses and serving spoons looms large
in her mind. Plus cooking the day before
and cooking all morning Thanksgiving
Day, starting early. Then hours and hours
later after dessert is eaten and cleared,
it’s time to start a whole new project cleaning up the mess!

“What are you going to do up there for
three days?” Claire asks her friend.

The phone rings. It’s her friend Jeanne.
Every year Claire invites Jeanne for
Thanksgiving dinner too, but this year
Jeanne has other plans.
“Claire, come with me to my brother’s
camp tomorrow. It’ll be fun.”
“You know I can’t. The whole family is
coming for dinner. I’ve already made the
pies.”
“So what? They know how to cook.
You’ll love this place. A two hour drive and
all we have to take is our food.”
“What are you having for Thanksgiving
dinner?” she asks Jeanne.
“A can of turkey soup. If you come, I’ll
bring two cans.”
Claire leaves the conversation laughing as she always does when talking
to Jeanne. She hoists her purse to her
shoulder and sets out for the grocery
store. Claire reviews her list, and between
items, she examines her soul.
She loves making a beautiful dinner
every year. She loves the fragrance of
pumpkin and cranberry sauce. She loves
getting out the special table cloth and
candles and centerpiece she’s used for
years. Of course it is a lot of work getting
furniture re-arranged to accommodate
her family in her small house. But she
loves cooking for her family, doesn’t she?
What’s changed?
Maybe she’s just getting older. It’s true

“Do? I’m going to sleep late, read
books, paint pictures, watch old movies,
walk in the woods…Claire, you could
bring your knitting, you know.” Jeanne
adds temptingly.
Claire looks longingly at the soft scarlet
yarn sweater she has been knitting since
last spring. It is more than half done. It
just needs a sustained effort to cross the
finish line, and it’s very portable in its cute
knitting bag. But it’s the image of walking
in the woods that beckons Claire like an
angel’s hand. In her mind she weighs the
smell of a hot, greasy kitchen against
filling her lungs with cold fresh air. Cold
fresh air wins.
Claire sends her family emails to
explain that she is going on a little jaunt
with her friend Jeanne, and she will be in
touch when she gets back. She explains
where everything is - and she tells them
to come on over and cook up a storm and
make themselves at home. She pulls out
her recipe book, the one with flecks of
flour in the folds and butter stains on the
spine, and leaves it on the kitchen table
with several recipes tagged. Then she
calls Jeanne.
“Okay. You win. I’m bringing your favorite pie,” Claire says. “We can have it for
dessert.”
“Or breakfast. Don’t forget warm socks.”
“I packed a pair for each of us,” Claire
assures her friend as she tucks boots and
toothpaste and her half-knitted sweater
into her giant tote, last year’s gift from
her children. It sports a picture of a gray
haired woman on a skateboard with the
inscription “Grandma on the Go.” Jeanne
drives north while Claire sends her family
a quick text. In it she wishes them a very,
very Happy Thanksgiving.

Sennightly Celebrates 109 Years,
Sets Programs
The Sennightly Literary Club celebrated
their 109th year with a Harvest Dinner on
Monday October 21, 2013 at the Homer
United Methodist Church.
This year’s programs will follow Tom
Standage’s book The History of the World
in 6 Glasses. Standage selects six beverages (beer, wine, alcohol, coffee, tea and
Coca-Cola) and shows their influence on
culture and history. In addition, in January Gail Bundy will recreate a Sennightly
program her great- uncle Harry Ostrander
presented on Egypt through hand-painted
glass slides, in the 1930’s.

Janet Oechsle previewed Standage’s
book and coming programs as well as recognizing Connie Steger and Ruth Whiting
who have been members of Sennightly for
57 and 40 years respectively.
Sennightly is a woman’s organization
that promotes literacy with donations to
the Homer school libraries as well as
maintaining a bookshelf of free books for
parents to read with their children, located
at the Homer Village Market. They support
Homer students with awards that encourage positive students who enjoy reading
and provide a yearly scholarship at the
high school level through a legacy from
Jenny Wood.

Serving our community since 1968.
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Cortland County Saves Residents More than $1
Million with ProAct Prescription Discount Card
CORTLAND - In September 2009, Cortland County launched the ProAct Prescription
Discount Card for their residents. The program targets those individuals who are uninsured or underinsured by providing financial relief at local participating pharmacies.
Residents of Cortland County utilized the discount card to fill more than 28,000 prescriptions and collectively saved over $1 million since the start of the program.
By partnering with ProAct, Cortland County is one of many counties across the country
that have been able to provide their residents, regardless of age or income, affordable
access to prescription medications. Every prescription receives a discount, including
some pet medications. When visiting the pharmacy simply show the pharmacist/pharmacist technician the discount card and you can anticipate saving an average of 10-20% off
name brand medications and 20-70% off generic medications. Residents can visit the
discount card website at www.NYRxDiscountCard.com to locate the nearest participating
pharmacy as well as check the cost of their medications.
“We all know prescription medications can be expensive” said Sandy Price, Chair of
the Health & Human Services Committee, which spearheaded the program. “More than
$1 million has been saved by our residents thanks to this program, and we encourage
every resident to keep a card on hand and to take advantage of this money saving program whenever possible.”
The ProAct Prescription Discount Card Program is completely free for the county and
residents. Discount cards have been provided to county offices including the Department
of Social Services, the Health Department, the County Office Building and to all participating pharmacies. To acquire a discount card or if your card has been lost, they can
be picked up at the Area Agency on Aging, Social Services Department or by contacting
your Legislator. If you have access to the internet, you may print a Cortland County card
at www.NYRxDiscountCard.com with a few simple clicks. If you have been using the card
and would like to share your story please contact Jeremy Boylan, Clerk of the County
Legislature at 607-753-5049 or jboylan@cortland-co.org

LaFayette Church to Hold "Christmas Cookie Cafe"
December 14
The Columbian Presbyterian Church has
a suggestion for how to thank someone for
hosting a holiday party: a tray of delicious
cookies.
They are presenting a “Christmas Cookie
Cafe” on Saturday December 14, from
9:30 am-12 noon, at the church located at
the corner of routes 11 & 20, LaFayette.
Customers will be able to create custom
cookie trays from the dozens of varieties
available. There will be trays and boxes
that you can buy to carry your goodies
home, or you can bring something of your
own, and make it look like you worked for

days in the kitchen to bake these delicious
treats. Then the tray will be weighed, and
you will pay for the cookies by the pound.
The church will also have refreshments
available so that you can treat yourself
right away to a sweet snack.
A cookie tray would certainly be a
welcome gift for your family’s, or office’s,
holiday party.
If you have any questions, or would like
to help out at this event, please contact
the church: 677-3293, or cpresbyt@twcny.
rr.com .

Get More information from cinquanti.com!
tMarket, community and school statistics
tGuided tours, customizable property searches
tOnline “Chat” assistance
tMore listings than any other regional website and much more!
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