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Dennis William Wright, 66, of Homer
New York died of brain cancer on Friday,
December 13, 2013 at his home.
Dennis was born in Norwich, the first
son of William and Mariba Wright.
He was a graduate of the Homer
Schools system and of Cornell
University.
He served in the US Peace Corps.
Dennis taught science at Homer
Junior and Senior High Schools. He
was the first director of the CortlandHomer Teacher’s Center. Positions at
DeRuyter schools included principal and
superintendent. Prior to retiring, Dennis
was superintendent of schools at CatoMeridian. One of his favorite positions
was at Groton Elementary School as
interim principal. In all his assignments,
he loved his students and the teachers
with whom he taught. Dennis was a
union representative at Homer, which
offered him the opportunity to express
his value for the education of children.
The last class he taught was to young
girls, encouraging their STEM skills
and their ability to see themselves as
capable in all fields of life.
His talents included music, woodworking, rug hooking, stained glass, stone
work -- to include building a large stone
wall in front of his home. He enjoyed the
game of golf and the friendships developed through playing.
Dennis was a member of the Cortland
Noon Rotary Club. He held the office of
treasurer for many years. He was a Paul
Harris Fellow and was honored with the
Rotarian of the Year award in 2013. He
was inducted into the Homer Schools
Athletic Hall of Fame.
His passion was wrestling. He was a
Homer High School wrestler and a captain of the Cornell wrestling team. He
was able to display his integrity, honor,
commitment, and intelligence through
this sport in the roles of wrestler, referee
and coach.
Dennis will be remembered for his
impact on many lives in Homer, in
many different settings. His friends will
remember his support of them.
He is survived by his wife, Ellen;
his stepdaughter, Shawn, her husband,
Mark Granoff and their daughters,
Hannah and Sarah. He is survived by
his son, Jason, his wife, Julie and his
daughter Ruby. Surviving siblings are
Douglas, Beth (Hubbard) and Barbara
(Wright) and his mother, Mariba.
His brother Don, and his father William
predeceased him.
A secular celebration of his life will be
held in the near future, on a day and at
a place that will be communicated to all
who knew him.
Donations would be appreciated in
his honor to Cortland Noon Rotary or
Cornell Wrestling.
Dennis was a man we were fortunate
to know.
Wright-Beard Funeral Home is assisting the family with arrangements.

Our Readers Comment
Dear People of Homer,
My name is Chris Carle, and you probably know me as the crazy guy with all
the Christmas lights on Clinton St.
As you know, this year the house is dark
and empty. Believe me, this is the way I
feel also. I had big plans of making this
year bigger and brighter. I am so sad
that I can’t be there to try and make all
of you feel the joy that our light display
brings to me, as well as you and your
children.
My wife was given a great job offer and
we have relocated to sunny Florida
where the weather is amazing, but the
Christmas Season is proving to be very
hard for me. I will not miss January
through April, but I do miss the warmth
of our little town and how much the light
display had become such a spectacle.

We had dozens of people stop nightly.
We had many, many, families and kids
stop and visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus
and have a cookie and some cocoa.
My family received so many cards and
so many thanks for all that we did and
we greatly appreciated all of them. I
thought that the display would go on
and we would live in that house forever,
but life is always throwing curve balls.
I always wanted to make a sign that
said “Homer is where the heart is” and
that is where mine is today. So enjoy the
holidays and be thankful for that little
town. I just wanted you all to know that
I was thinking of you.
Merry Christmas!!!
Chris Carle

Dear Mr. Ferris,
First of all I would like to tell you how much I enjoy The Homer News. My husband’s brother passes it on to us when they are finished reading it.
In your Dec. 5 issue there was an article on the Homer Braves. I would like to
make the correction that the display, a collection of memorabilia, at the CNY Living
History Center is actually on loan from all the Reif brothers.Their names are Colin,
John and David.
Thank you for the work you do. This paper is a real asset to the Homer community.
Sincerely,
Barbara Reif  

Successful Deer Hunt for Local Man

Scientists have discovered that
the small brave act of cooperating
with another person, of choosing
trust over cynicism, generosity
over selfishness, makes the brain
light up with quiet joy.
(Natalie Angier)
Bob Beard got this 10 point, 21” spread buck while hunting near McGraw.

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be January 2, 2014 DEADLINE: for ads and news is
December 24, 2013
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OUR GUARANTEE: We will beat any competitor’s advertised price on the same Carhartt item.

SALE OF THE SEASON

HUGE SAVINGS ON ALL ADULT AND KIDS
MAIN ST.,
HOMER

Hours:
Mon.-Fri 8:30 - 8
Wed 8:30 - 5
Sat 8:30 - 5
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SANDSTONE DUCK
ACTIVE JACKET

DUCK DETROIT JACKET

Men’s $74.98 - Kids’ $59.98

Big & Talls $79.98

The Cortland Downtown Partnership
(CDP) is pleased to announce it’s second year organizing Cortland County’s
New Year’s Eve celebration now known
as First Light. The event’s revival would
not have been possible without the
continued efforts of the CDP’s volunteer
promotion committee and the generosity of Cortland County’s business community.
McNeil & Company, a long time sponsor of the event for numerous years
while the event was known as First
Night, and first year sponsor Edward
Jones Financial have teamed together as the celebration’s premier sponsors. Their financial contribution and
shared vision for the growth of the
event will allow downtown to host a
truly special event that will be better
every year. Additional sponsorship support has been contributed by returning
sponsors The Royal Auto Group, The
Restaurant and Tavern Association, and
CoffeeMania. CoffeeMania was the premier event sponsor in both 2011 and
2012.
All of the Cortland Downtown
Partnership’s signature events, including A Taste of Downtown, Chill-ABration, and First Light are designed to
provide family and friends an opportunity to celebrate the culture and commerce that makes up the unique heritage of our community. This year’s First
Light event will feature a traditional
ball drop accompanied by a live digital
stream of the Times Square Countdown
on a giant screen, a smaller screen for
video games for children provided by
FunFlicks, music, street vending, and
to top off the evening, the area’s premier New Year’s Eve fireworks display.
For daily updates on the event make
sure and “like” the Cortland Downtown
Partnership’s Facebook page and join
the First Light Event.
The CDP’s promotion committee
strives to enhance existing, revive traditional, and create new events to make
Cortland a more attractive place to live,
visit and do business. If you are interested in working to strengthen the heart
of Cortland County, volunteering with a
CDP committee or sponsoring an event
are great opportunities to reinvest your
resources and skills locally.

December 20 – Friday Vision Support
Group, - 11:00 a.m. Kathy Hammond,
Aging Services Specialist will be speaking about Stretching Your Budget:
Energy Saving and Discount Programs,
Cortland County Office Building, 60 Central
Ave. Room B-1 Cortland, NY - For more
information, call Debbie Bush at 607-7535060
December 27 - Friday DeRuyter Citizens
for a Voice presents “GASLAND 2.” Learn
more about gas drilling. Free public screening and discussion. 6:00 pm Social hour
with movie at 7:00 pm, DeRuyter American
Legion Hall, Seminary St, DeRuyter, NY
13052.
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines. December 24 deadline forJanuary 2nd 2014 issue.

Coaches Needed! “A Matter
of Balance: Managing
Concerns About Falls”
Cortland County Area Agency on Aging
(AAA) and Retired and Senior Volunteer
Program (RSVP)are hosting a training for
volunteers interested in leading A Matter
of Balance class. The class is designed to
reduce the fear of falling and increase activity levels among older adults. Volunteer
Coaches are required to complete an 8-hour
training. To learn more about becoming a
volunteer Coach, call 753-5057.

(607) 753-1234
www.MaxGraphicsCortland.com
177 Homer Ave - Cortland

Restaurant

BREAKFAST:

Omelet Special
w/Free Coffee

DINNER:

st
a
f
ak SANTA

BreDecember
21st-10am
Free Gift for each child!

FRIDAY-SATURDAY-SUNDAY
Salad Bar with all dinners
111 North West Street...Homer
(Corners of RT 281 & RT 41)
607-299-4038

Men’s $49.98
Big & Talls $54.98

First Light Countdown
to 2014

EVENTS
CALENDAR

DennyJack’s

BLANKET LINED

with

LUNCH:

Daily Soup and
Sandwich Specials

We Open Daily at 8am!
Monday-Tuesday...8am-2:30pm
Wednesday-Sunday...8am-8pm
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DUCK
ARCTIC COAT
Men’s $79.98
Big & Talls $84.98

DUCK QUILT -LINED
BIB OVERALLS
Men’s $69.98
Kids’ $49.98

KIDS’

CAMO DUCK
ACTIVE JACKET
Toddler’s $59.98
Kids’ $69.98

Game On!
The Center for the Arts in Homer
is planning to host a series of game
nights this winter.
The Center will provide space and
supervision for participants to socialize
while learning and playing a variety of
board games and card games.
Games that might be played include:
Agora, Backgammon, Battleship,
Canasta, Chess, Checkers, Clue,
Cranium, Cribbage, Dungeons and
Dragons, Go, Magic the Gathering,
Mah Jongg, Mancala, Monopoly,
Pictionary, Pit, Risk, Rummy-O,
Scrabble, Settlers of Catan, and others that you can suggest.
We want these game nights to meet
the needs and interests of our community.
If you are interested in attending a
game night, please take a minute to
go online to respond to a short survey.
The link for the survey is: http://www.
surveygizmo.com/s3/1480766/GameOn-at-the-Center-for-the-Arts
Or you may call Teri Holbert at 7494900 and let her know what games
interest you.
The Center will be announcing the
start of our game nights in January
2014.

Watch for New Articles
in The Homer News

In upcoming issues of the Homer
news we will be featuring a 9 part series
by Martin Sweeney, Town Historian for
Homer. The series highlights Route 90
(Albany Post Road) through the Town
of Homer into Cayuga County.
Enjoy Martin's informative yet casual
style of displaying the history of Homer.
Promotion committee meetings take
place at least the first Tuesday of every
month at 8:30 am at 9 Main Street
with increased meetings as needed.
Anyone interested in event planning
or volunteering for First Light or future
events is encouraged to attend. Please
contact Jane Witty, Event Coordinator
at jane@cortlanddowntown.com immediately and sign up for downtown’s
monthly e-newsletter at the CDP
Facebook page.

12B
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Serving Food Daily
11:00 am - 7:00 pm
....
Limited Ice Cream Menu
October - April

....

Rt. 281 - Homer, NY

607.749.3348

For
Take-Outs

Lower Heating Bills
(NAPSI)—To keep heating costs from going through the roof, many people add insulation to the walls, attic or floor. Spraying
polyurethane foam insulation, or “SPF,” can
be a great way to do so.
SPF is applied as a liquid and quickly expands into a high-R-value foam insulation
and air sealant. It’s very effective at keeping
cold air out by sealing cracks, seams and
joints. Less heating seeps out and more
stays inside, keeping you and your family
comfortable.
According to the experts at the Spray Foam
Coalition, SPF insulation can also:
• Limit air leaks to improve moisture control
and help reduce mold and mildew formation.
• Seal gaps to keep pollen and dust outside.
• Create a seamless air and weather barrier
as a roofing material on low-sloped or flat
surfaces.
Unlike using individual cans of foam sealant in small areas, however, installing SPF
to insulate and air seal attics, crawl spaces
and basements is not a do-it-yourself project. Homeowners should work with a professional installer.

Merry Christmas
Join us for our special Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service
on December 24th

at: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm or 7:30 pm

Grace Christian Fellowship

Nursery, Children & Youth Classes each Sunday
Worship Services at 9am & 10:30am*
*December 29th one service at 10:30am

1250 Fisher Ave
Cortland NY
607-749-3233
www.gcfcortland.org
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Snow Geese

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
hand rested on the collie’s head, her
fingers crooked slightly, caught in midscratch. The sheep were Dorsets with
great horns curled around the sides
of their heads. Their lambs jumped
and frolicked around them. In the sky
overhead flew a flock of geese, heading
north in a large V.
The young woman’s hair was a soft
maple honey and as the lantern light fell
on it, Katie could almost see the sunshine gleam off the golden strands and
the breeze catch a wisp of hair and float
it across her face. As if her grandfather
saw it also, he reached up with gnarled
fingers to gently brush away a stray
wood chip like he would have brushed
her hair away from her cheek.
“Who is she, Grandpa?” Katie asked.
“She’s your Grandma, when she was
no more than your age, Katie”, he
replied. “Didn’t I ever tell you about
when I first met your grandma?” he
asked.
“ No, Grandpa, tell me”
Her grandfather sat down on the
bench facing his carved door and Katie
climbed into his lap. The full moon
shone through the workshop windows.
Its light, intensified by reflecting off the
snow, added to the light of the lanterns.
Katie snuggled against her grandfather,
holding the hot chocolate mug in both
hands. She blew on the chocolate, letting the puff of steam bathe her cheeks.
Grandpa pulled his coat tight around
both of them, holding Katie against his
chest to warm her.
“When I first met your Grandma, she
was a wee sprite just like you. Spring
came early that year and the ewes with
lambs had been put out on pasture as
soon as the snow was off and the grass
was greening. Being the littlest, not
strong enough to do heavy work on the
farm, she was the one sent out to watch
the flock, her and her collie, Shep.
They were inseparable, those two. I do
believe she would never have married
me, if he hadn’t died of old age and left
her lonely.”
Katie smiled to herself. Her grandfather regularly accused her grandmother
of having loved Shep more than she
loved him.
“My family and I had only moved here
the year before, straight off the boat
from the old country we were and poor
as the rocky land we had farmed there.
We would have never made it through
that first winter if it hadn’t been for your
grandma’s family, sharing what they
had with us. That day my mother sent
me over with a freshly baked ‘snökaga’
as way to say ‘tak så mycket.’ Thank
you, for all the help. I went up through
the pasture having seen the sheep up
there. Of course, not being a shepherd
myself, I made the mistake of letting my
dog, Pete, tagalong.”
Grandpa picked up a plate of dinner
and handed it to Katie. It was growing cold. Katie and her grandfather
had never yet managed to eat a warm
Christmas Eve dinner, because there
was always a story to tell. It wouldn’t
be Christmas Eve with Grandpa, if
dinner wasn’t cold. “You better eat
it before it freezes, Katydid” he said.
“Your grandma will be having my hide if
I don’t get a warm meal into you, child.”
He resumed his story. “Pete and
I crested the hill, and there she was.

Katie woke on Christmas Eve morning to the smell of coffee brewing and
cinnamon buns baking. The sound of
hammering and sawing coming from
Grandpa’s workshop told her he’d
already beaten her out of the house.
He’d be out there making Grandma’s
Christmas present.
She pulled on her clothes and
rushed downstairs, where Grandma,
Katie’s mom and aunts were busy baking cakes and preparing the Christmas
ham. Soon they’d be trimming the
tree with popcorn and ginger bread
men, and hanging pine boughs and
holly above the mantelpiece. But Katie
wasn’t waiting around to get stuck helping with any of those tasks.
“Breakfast, Katie,” grandma called,
as Katie ran buy grapping a cinnamon
roll off the counter and heading out to
the workshop. Helping Grandpa make
Grandma’s present was a tradition just
for Katie and grandpa.
The presents grandma had made for
everyone were all safely wrapped and
tucked away, but Grandpa, according
to Grandma, always put everything off
till the last minute. Truth be told, all
Grandpa’s presents were long done
also, except for the one for Grandma.
That one was left till Christmas Eve,
after long thought and planning.
Katie’s dad said that Grandpa put
off making Grandma’s present so he
wouldn’t be stuck in the house with
the women folk on Christmas Eve.
His sons could spend the day fetching the Christmas tree, and holding
pine boughs up over doorways, while
the five women debated whether that
was the right spot. But Grandpa wasn’t
wasting his time with decorations!
Katie skipped through the snow, kicking up poofs of feather flakes. She had
the best job of all, running food and
coffee out to her grandfather, bringing messages back to the house for
him, and fetching anything he needed.
She handed things to him through the
workshop window all day long, the door
barred and bolted against all intruders.
Dinner was Katie’s favorite time of
the day. That was when she passed
two plates heaping with steaming ham,
potatoes, squash and cardamom yeast
bread through the window. Then she
handed through a pan of hot chocolate with two mugs. Finally she clambered through the window, so she and
Grandpa could eat dinner together.
As she squatted on the work bench
giving her eyes time to adjust to the
dim light, she’d get her first sight of
Grandma’s Christmas present.
In
past Christmas’, Grandpa had made
Grandma a kitchen cabinet, a blanket
chest, a writing desk, and Grandma
had reciprocated with a warm woolen
jacket, hand-knitted mittens, and woolen socks. But as Katie’s nose filled with
all the scents of the workshop, freshly
sanded maple, apple wood crackling
in the fire, the pungent odor of varnish,
she gasped at the sight of the present
Grandpa had made.
It was a door, but not ordinary door,
for the center panel held a relief carving of a young woman leaning against
a tree, a sheep crook across her lap,
a border collie at her side and they
both watched a flock of sheep grazing
the hillside around them. The girl’s

LINANI’S

and RESTAURANT

Catering

■ NEW EXPANDED EVENT CATERING MENU

at The Manor
in Briggs Hall

is finally here! We will have our menu available to
download from our Facebook Page soon...
Call us for more details or to cater your next event!

OPEN for
DINNER
December
26th

Pete not being a sheep dog thought
scattering the flock sounded like fun
and before I could grab him he started
to run. But quick as he was, Shep and
your grandma were that much quicker.
They met him before he was half way
there, Shep with hackles up and teeth
bared. Your grandma pointed her crook
at Pete and said ‘Come here Pete’.
And darned if that dog didn’t put his tail
between his legs and crawl on his belly
to her. She brought him to me, using
her scarf as a leash. She was a good
head shorter than me, but she pulled
her self up as tall as she could, shook
her crook at me and said ‘Jacob Emil
Nelson, you should know better than to
bring a dog among my sheep’”.
He turned and grinned at Katie. “And
she’s been telling me what to do ever
since,” he added.
“As I stayed a visited with her a flock
of snow geese flew up the valley looking for a place to stay the night. Their
white feathers glistened in the spring
sun, the black tips of their wings dark
against the bright sapphire sky. For a
full ten minutes V after V of geese flew
over us. They don’t come every year,
you know, but they came that year,
and the year your grandma said she’d
marry me, and the spring you were
born Katydid.” Then he chuckled and
told an old family joke, “I told your dad
he should name you Snow or Goose,
but he said you’d be Katrina, after your
grandma.”
He pulled his watch from his pocket.
“It’s 9:00, Katie, they’ll be going to
Christmas Eve services soon. We need
to finish the door so we can hang it
while they’re gone.”
After everyone had left for church,
Katie helped her grandpa carry the
door in and hang it in the bedroom
doorway. Then grandpa made hot
chocolate and they sat admiring his

handiwork and drinking the steaming
sweet creamy chocolate.
When the family arrived home they
all crowded into the living room, everyone excited to see what Grandpa had
made for Grandma this year. Grandma
walked in and looked at Katie and
her grandfather. “Merry Christmas,
Katrina”, Grandpa said and pointed to
the door.
Grandma looked where he pointed,
her eyes shining in the light from the
fireplace as she stepped toward the
door. She reached a tentative hand
out to caress the carving, the dog that
lay beside the girl and whispered, “Oh
Jacob, it’s beautiful!”
Then she turned, took a present
from beneath the tree and handed
it to Katie’s grandfather. He lay the
present across his knee and carefully
unwrapped it. With sparkling eyes, he
looked at it for a second before picking
up a heavy wool sweater and turning
it for all to see. It was knitted from
hand spun yarn, and had a border of
sheep across the bottom and a row of
border collies across the top and in the
middle against a blue background were
a flock of snow geese flying north in
V-formation, white feathers glistening in
the spring sun, black tipped wings dark
against the sapphire blue sky.
Katie’s grandparents locked eyes.
They didn’t move a step toward each
other, but Grandma’s eyes sparkled
with happy tears and Grandpa’s twinkled with mischief. “Merry Christmas,
Jacob Emil Nelson”, Grandma said.
Grandpa raised his hot chocolate
mug in a silent toast. “Merry Christmas,
Katrina Emma Nelson”, he said.
Katie hugged her knees to her chest
as she watched her grandparents. Yes,
Christmas Eve was definitely her favorite day of all.

131 Port Watson Street in Cortland

The Mini Conference Center
Executive and Corporate Conference Center-Education Classes-Training Seminars
Health & Craft Fairs-Religious Meetings-Alumni & Graduation Parties-Birthday Parties
Retirement Parties-Wedding Showers-Baby Showers-Family and Class Reunions
Cultural & Fundraising Events-Wedding Receptions-Holiday Parties-Social Groups
Dances-Retirement Parties-Blood Drives-Award Ceremonies-Exhibits & Shows

Call to boeovkent!
your next

Happy

Holidays

~ 2 Fully Equipped Seminar/Training Classrooms (seat 50)
~ 1 Large Banquet Reception Hall (can seat up to 100-200)
~ Fully Equipped Kitchen on Premises
~ Tables and Chairs come with rental
~ Handicap Accessible
~ Free Parking
~ Conveniently Located
~ Reasonable Rental Rates
~ Coming 2014-New Outdoor Event Location
CHILDREN’S BIRTHDAY

CERTIFICATION TRAINING

EDUCATION

FUNDRAISERS

DANCES

WEDDINGS

■ NEW DINNER NIGHT STARTING 2014

We will now also be open Friday nights for
all you can eat buffet dinner from 5-7:30
for $15.95 starting in January!

The Manor at Briggs Hall 11 North Main Street Historic Homer NY 13077 607-749-9999

131 Port Watson Street Cortland NY 13045
Call: 607-753-1477 Email: w2otg@verizon.net
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
SEE OUR STORE FOR CONVENIENT SHOPPING HOURS • HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

• PRICES EFFECTIVE MONDAY DEC. 23 THROUGH SATURDAY DEC. 28, 2013 • 7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311 •

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEATS

GROCERY

With the
Holidays Upon Us..
.
DON’T FORGET TO
ORDER YOUR...
Party Platt

SEE
STORE
FOR
HOLIDAY Maxwell House Original
HOURS Ground Coffee
or K Cup Coffee

ers & Fruit
For Your Holid Baskets

We’re Your Partyay!!
Plat
Headquarters ter

Boneless

Boneless Beef

for All Your Holiday Needs

!!!

New York
Strip Loin
Steaks

Pork Loin
Chops or
Roast

248

698

$

Sauerkraut

2 $4
2 lb.
bags

$

lb.

lb.

51/60 Ct, Fully Cooked

Fresh All Natural

Censea
Shrimp

Chicken Fryer
Thighs or
Drumsticks

Farm Raised, Tail On
Sold In 1 lb. bag

$

8

Jumbo Pack

98

$

lb.

Small, Lean & Meaty

Pork
Spareribs

1

18
lb.

Sirloin Tip
Roast

499

Campbell’s

Whole
Tenderloins

238 $398

188

Shurfine Salad Dressing

81% Certified

Fresh Boneless

Chicken
Tenders
All Natural

3

$

$

lb.

Sahlen’s
Deli Sliced

Honey & Maple
or Smokehouse
Ham
or Great Lakes
Provolone Cheese

498

Black Label
Sliced
Bacon

2

28

DELI

$

Hormel

Ground
Beef
Chuck

98
lb.

Shurfine
Deli Sliced

4

89
1 lb.

Shurfine Cut Yams

$1.99

29 oz. Fancy Select

Shurfine Whole Cashews or Mixed Nuts $4.69
8.5-8.75 oz. Deluxe

Shurfine Baking Chips

$1.88

Keebler Ready Made Graham Cracker Pie Crust

$1.79
2 for $6
$1.49

Wunderbar
Bologna

Turkey
Breast

538
lb.

FROZEN

$
6.48
$
2 6
BAKERY

27 oz.

for

5 5

Assorted
Ravioli

Whipped
Topping

Also: Cheese
Tortellini,
Manicotti or
Stuffed Shells

$

8 oz.

Yoplait Whips or

Assorted
Varieties

5 5

Select Varieties

for

8 oz.

Shurfine

Rhodes

Horseradish

2$4

Frozen

for

199

$

8.5-12 oz.

Rhodes Assorted

88

¢

Cheese
Spread

12-36 ct. 35-48 oz. or
pkg. of 5/1 lb. loaves

ICE CREAM
Edy’s Grand

Assorted
Ice Cream

Klondike

Also: Sherbet or Sorbet
Select Varieties

Select
Varieties

3 5

Ice Cream
Bars

$

48 oz.

for

12 oz.

Perry’s

Temptation
Ice Cream

BUY ONE • GET ONE

FREE

399

$

for

3

$
pint ctn.

99
6 pk.

12-18
oz.

Honeybuns

179

$

2$5

20 oz.

for

20 oz.

See Our Store
For All Your

Holiday
Floral
Arrangements

California Extra Large

Navel
Oranges
Seedless

4

$

98
10 lb. bag

Fresh Juicy

88
8 lb. bag

D’Anjou
Pears

2$3
for

Fresh Crisp

Cucumbers

98¢
lb.

New York State Grown

Sweet

Apples

Southern
Yams

Baking Varieties
• Empire
• Red Delicious
• Jona Gold

228 88¢ 88¢ 78¢
lb.

each

Fresh Pressed

398

$

Carrots

128

$

1616.5 oz.

2 lb. bag

SNACKS

$

99

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

5.59.1 oz.

998
$ 98
2
$ 98
1
$ 98
8
$

Cup Pitted

Dates

¢

Date Paste

$

Medjool

Dates

148

1 lb. bag

Sno-white Whole

Mushrooms

13 oz.

8 oz.

lb.

2$3
for

Kellogg’s

Keebler

Grahams

Rice Krispies
Treats

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

FREE $299
BUY ONE • GET ONE

9.7513.7 oz.

Radishes

lb.

10 oz.

Pressed

12 oz. bag

Rosy Red Fresh

lb.

Meats

Cheez Its
Crackers

2 4

898

Holiday
Baking
Needs

Pecan

Sunshine

Snack
Crackers

for

Walnuts

Cranberries

Nabisco

$

Halves & Pieces

gallon

Sweet California

lb.

lb.

Ocean Spray

Apple Cider

2 5
$

Sharp Cheddar or
Horseradish

399

$

12 oz.

On the

Best or
Ready to Bake
Select Varieties

8 oz.

Old York

Rolls or
White Bread
Dough

9 oz. bags

Blossom Valley

Cookie
Dough

Also: Horseradish Sauce
or Cocktail Sauce

Select Varieties

16 oz.

$

8 oz.

Pillsbury

Old Timers

Warm-N-Serv
Rolls

Cooked
Squash

for

4-6 oz.

299

$

Classic
Romaine

Vine
Tomatoes

399 99¢ 5 $3 2 $4
19-25 oz.

Rye Bread

Tastykake

2

for

Cheese
Bars

Assorted
Varieties

Beefsteak

Wheat
Bread

Dole Salads

Shurfine

Yogurt

Shurfine Split Top

FREE

59 oz.

$

for

Shurfine

$2.19

12.5-17 oz. Bathroom, Oven Fume Free or Furniture Polish Lemon

$

99

2 for $5

$2.99 Shurfine Cleaners

Russet
Potatoes

Original or Light

$

single roll

$3.69

U.S. #1 All Purpose

Cream Cheese

Assorted Varieties

10-16 oz.

1

Shurfine

Birds Eye

35-75 ft. Economy 12 Inch, Heavy Duty or Non Stick 12 Inch

20 ct. Clear or Black 33 gal.

PRODUCE

Select Varieties

Steamfresh or
Vegetables

Rosetto

20 oz.

Homemaker Premium

2 5

50 ct. White 2-ply

Closed
Christmas Day

BUY ONE • GET ONE

FREE

$2.99

Debbie,
Adam, $1.99
Kleenex
Dinner Kevin,
Napkins
Jack,Aluminum
Anne,
Reynolds
Foil Cody, Phil,
$3.99
Viva
Big Roll Towels
Conner
and Hannah $1.88
20-50 ct. Also: Compartment Tray 9x12 or Wave EZ Grip Cup18 oz.

Stroehmann

BUY ONE • GET ONE

lb.

$

18 oz. Select Varieties

or Split Top
Dinner Rolls

438

$

14 oz. Whole or Jellied

5 for $5 Shurfine Trash Bags

Brown’n
Serve
Rolls

Orange
Juice

Assorted Varieties

.4-1 oz. Original or Buttermilk

88¢ Hefty 87/8 Plates, White Bowls 12 oz. 2 for $5

24 oz.

D’Italiano
Bread

12 oz. Also: Seafood Cocktail Sauce

4 roll pkg. Ultra Soft or Strong 2-ply

perSyrup
lb.
Aunt Jemima Pancake

Stroehmann

24 oz. Kosher or Polish Dill or Bread & Butter

99¢ Shurfine Bath Tissue

.8-3.9 oz. Assorted Varieties

DAIRY

Frozen
Pies

$1.69

Jell•O Pudding

$

Mrs. Smith’s 8 Inch

5 for $5

12-16 oz. Assorted Varieties

Whipped Sweet
Potatoes or
Homestyle
Stuffing

lb.

$3.69

Beef
Shurfine Pasta
CutsStanding
Rib Roast
Shurfine Apple Sauce
6 oz.

.3-3 oz. Assorted Varieties

Steakhouse
Potato Salad,

258

$

Semi Boneless
French’s French
Fried Onions

Jell•O Gelatin

Sandridge
Deli Fresh

25.4 oz. Red or White

32 oz.

10 pack Select Varieties

16 oz.

for

$2.99

Merry Christmas $2.99
Welch’s Sparkling Grape Juice
and
Vlasic Spear Pickles
$2.99
Shurfine Chili Sauce
Happy New Year $1.49
Hidden Valley Dressing or Party Dip 3 for $4
from all of us at 99¢
Shurfine Cranberry Sauce
Shurfi
ne Peanut Butter
$1.99
Village
Food Market

2 for $4 Shurfine Strawberry Preserves

Swiss Miss Hot Cocoa Mix

“The King of Roast”
23-24 oz. Select Varieties
Easy to Carve
Shurfine Lasagna
Pasta

Original or Turkey
Also: Snac Pac,
Minis or Stix

5-7 oz.

German Brand
Deli Sliced

Oven Roasted
or Browned
In Oil

$

lb.

$

Hormel Pillow Pack

Sliced
Pepperoni

12 oz.

64 oz. Assorted Varieties

16 oz. Assorted Varieties

Dole Pineapple

lb.

for

2 for $4 Shurfine Cranberry 100% Juice

18 oz.

388

5 $5

2-4 lb.

Quaker Jumbo Life Cereal

$

lb.

lb.

Select Varieties

$
10.75 oz.

6 oz.

Gravy

Also: Light, Dk. Brown or 10X

20 oz. Select Varieties

$

for

Shurfine Homestyle

Domino
Sugar

Chicken or Mushroom

4-6 oz. Orig. or Choc. or Tart Shells 3 Inch

2 Per Pack

5 $5

5 lb.

Pure Granulated

Cream Soups

for

Select Varieties

188

$

3.7-23 oz.

5 $5

Stuffing
Mixes

Bleached or Unbleached

11.5-12 oz. Select Varieties

Boneless Pork

Boneless Beef

$

Shurfine

Flour

Select Varieties

Thick & Juicy

Center Cut
Shurfine

Gold Medal

1316 oz.

2$5
for

8 ct.
6.2 oz.
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News from the Library

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Christmas, Minus the Sap

In a former life I worked as a waitress,
which has got to be the toughest job
there is. It was a Pizza Hut in Colby,
Kansas and I lasted two months. Some
people may think I’m easily irritated,
but the fact that in two months I never
poured hot coffee into the lap of a cowboy just proves how much restraint I
actually have.
Along with cowboys, Christmas irritates me. Despite the fact that I watch
A Christmas Carol almost every year,
I still think Scrooge was right when he
said “bah humbug.” I’m truly waiting for
the version where he isn’t redeemed.
I’m just not big on shmaltz and sap.
Gratitude journals make me want to
barf. But the other day I was listening
to a mother explain to her child the
difference between Thanksgiving and
Christmas.
“Thanksgiving,” she said, “is about
being thankful. Christmas is about giving, not receiving, but giving.” Maybe
the two holidays run together because
giving, receiving and being thankful all
go hand in hand. If I actually managed
to practice a little gratitude and giving, I
just might be a little sweeter (perish the
thought!).
Think of all the things there are to be
thankful for and to give. Presents, yes,
but also love, caring, warmth, a laugh,
a joke, a helping hand, a baked good,
a smile, a little energy, a thank you, a
word of appreciation. At the library, we
receive a lot of those; gifts, brownies,
smiles, thank yous. And we receive
loads of helping hands from volunteers;
Rita with shelving, Joanne with shelving
and other assorted tasks, Sarah and
Theresa with Rockin’ Readers, Mark
and Jeanne with Science Club, Morgan
and Noah with Teen Tech volunteers,
Kris with just about anything I ask, and
of course our board, who give their time
for all the behind the scene things that
keep the library going.
And we hope we give back, too.
Fran, Martha, Kate, and Martsje work
the desk with a smile and helping hand
(or keyboard). Lyle, the janitor, cheerfully cleans up after us, even when we
leave cookie crumbs and glue in the
children’s room! Tammy is always full of
energy and smiles for pre-school story
time and Rockin’ Readers.
And there’s plenty to be thankful
for at the library, a furnace that works,
sidewalks that get shoveled by someone other than me, new books, DVDs,
Books on CD, downloadable media.
For a bookaholic, being in charge of
book buying at a library is a little like
Christmas year round!
In the spirit of the holidays then,
here are some books that might help
celebrate an attitude of giving and gratitude. For appreciating husbands try
This is the Story of a Happy Marriage
by Ann Patchett; for appreciating family
try Sister, Mother, Husband, Dog etc.

by Delia Ephron; for appreciating life
try Stitches: A Handbook on Meaning,
Hope and Repair by Anne Lamott;
for appreciating friendship there’s my
favorite Let’s Take the Long Way Home
by Gail Caldwell; for the love of dogs
there’s Mary Oliver’s new book of
poems, Dog Songs, or Dean Koontz’s A
Big Little Life: a Memoir of a Joyful Dog.
So, from all of us at the library to all
of you: Thank you and have a Happy
Holiday – schmaltz and all.
What’s New at the Library?

LOCKE MARKET
and Italian Carryout

TARTAN ACRES

Alpaca Farm

Visit our Holiday Gift Shop!
Luxuriously Soft Alpaca Yarn Sweaters,
Wraps, Capes, Gloves, Hats, Gloves,
Socks, Luxury Alpaca Yarn,
Rovings & Raw Fiber

Rockin’ Readers

We’re Open
Saturday’s in December
and by Appointment
Call for Weekend Hours

Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is on Wednesday
afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy will
be offering a fun program with stories,
crafts, games, and songs. There are
no programs on snow days or school
holidays.
There are no programs on Dec. 25th
or Jan. 1st. Regular programs resume
on Jan. 8th

Middle grade and young adult author
Franny Billingsley will be visiting Homer
in March. Thanks to a grant from the
Ujeni Grants for Advancing Public
Education Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County, the
library will be having Franny Billingsley
visit the Homer Schools and Phillips
Free Library.
Franny is the author of the picture
book Big Bad Bunny, middle grade novels Well-Wished and The Folk Keeper,
and the Young Adult National Book
Award Finalist, Chime. To prepare for
Franny’s visit, we want to get as many
people, of all ages, reading Franny’s
books.
So mark your calendar, there will be
a multi-generational discussion of The
Folk Keeper on Tuesday, Jan. 28th
at 6:30 pm. Read it with your children,
grandchildren, parents, favorite aunt or
uncle and then come to the discussion.
Be there, or be square!
Teen Writers’ Group
The Teen Writers group meets
Tuesdays at 3:30 pm. This group is
open to all writers from 6th through 12th
grades.

Mon-Thur...6am-9pm
Friday...6am-9pm
Saturday...7am-10pm
Sunday...7am-7pm

~ We’re a short drive from Summerhill and Homer!
~ We offer authentic Italian Cannolis!
~ Try our Peppermint Mocha Latte’ (we use Gimme Coffee!) 868 Main St Locke NY 13092
~ We offer carry out catering menu for Holiday Parties... (on the corner of Rt 90 & Rt 38)
full trays and half trays of a variety of dishes such as:
Eggplant Parmesan-Lasagna-Chicken Riggies, etc
menu and catering prices go to:
~ Local Products-Groceries-Beer-Pizza-Subs-Salads
www.lockemarket.com

Pre-School Story Time
Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days
or school holidays.
There are no programs on Dec. 25th
or Jan. 1st. Regular pre-school story
time resume their weekly schedule on
Wednesday, Jan. 8th

Get Ready for Franny Billingsley’s
visit in March

315-497-9300

315-729-9358

tartanacres.com

TARTAN ACRES LLC

ALPACA FARM

707 Houghton Hill Rd

Homer New York

Rt. 281 in Homer turn on RT 41N go 2.5 miles - left on Houghton Hill _ 1/2 mile up on right
The library also hosts a Wiki where
writers can post their stories. Check
it out at www.phillipsfreelibrarywriters.
wikispaces.com If you’d like to post your
own stories there, talk to Priscilla.
Writers’ Group
The library’s writers’ group continues to meet on the third Thursday of
each month at 5:30 pm. If you want to
meet with other writers, to share, learn
and get feedback, drop in! There will
be a meeting Thursday, Dec. 19th and
Thursday, Jan. 16th at 5:30 pm.
Creativity Group
The library creativity group continues
with a discussion of Living the Creative
Life, by Rice Freeman-Zachery. Why not
join the conversation? The group meets
the third Thursday of each month at
6:30 pm. Meetings will be on Thursday,
Dec. 19th, and Thursday, Jan. 16th at
6:30 pm.
Help with Nooks, Kindles,
Downloadable books

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ F LG D

and

Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or ipad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available
Thursdays from 3-4 pm. They can help
you learn to check out and download
e-materials. They can also help with
other computer questions. Call ahead,
to make an appointment, or drop by.
Holiday Hours
The library will be closed on Tuesday,
Dec. 24th and Wednesday, Dec. 25th.
We will close at 5:00 pm on New Year’s
Eve, Dec. 13st and be closed on day
on Jan. 1st.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org
Phillips Free Library Hours:

Monday		
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday		
Saturday

10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
2 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Benson Davis Insurance

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fin
f gerlake
r
sconstr
truction.com

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
MUNCEY HILL TREE FARM
Cut your own Christmas Tree. A family tradition in DeRuyter
and beyond. Come bring the family and find the perfect tree!
We're on Midlum Spur Road on Cuyler Hill,
20 miles North of Cortland, just off NYS Rt.13

This Doctor makes House Calls!

1B14

www.sevenvalleyrealty.com

Dianne Wheaton Cappiello, Ph.D.

Tree Types: We specialize in Fraser, Canaan and
Balsam Fir. DEALERS: Wholesale tree’s available!
We bale and load your tree for free!
Hours Open: 10am to 4 pm.
All December weekends (or by appointment)
Call 315-439-3759
glee@munceyhilltreefarm.com
MUNCEYHILLTREEFARM.COM

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
Specializing in Vintage Homes!

4287 N. Homer Avenue
Cortland NY 13045

dcapiello@sevenvalleyrealty.com

Cell Phone: (607) 651-6039

Sew Beautifully Creative Quilt Shop

12B13

Groton’s newest Best Kept Secret!

Attention
Quilters!

Quilting Items
Sewing Items
Doll Clothes
(American Doll)

Place your last minute
order now for our popular
“Child & Doll”
Matching PJ Sets!

Closed Monday
Tuesday 10am-4pm
A Great Holiday
Wednesday 10am-2pm
Gift idea for the
Thursday 9am-5pm
little princess in your life!!
Friday 10am-7pm
Saturday 9am-3pm
Now scheduling sewing, embroidery and quilting classes!
Sunday 1-4pm (2nd & 4th Sunday of each month)
myhomemadedolly.com

190 Cayuga Street (Rt 38N) Groton, NY 13073

Treat Yourself to a Relaxing Reiki Session...

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12B13

1C14

Dollhouse Miniatures and Hobbies

(Special Expires Jan 31, 2014)

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy-Therapeutic Touch
Personalized Hypnosis Sessions-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program
GIFT
CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLE

(607) 753-0300

(607) 351-5873

GROTON HOBBY SHOP

Holiday Special ... 3-Pack for $120

Homer, NY 13077

Moira McMahon RNBC
Healing Arts Network
607.749.2550

Services offered at The Dharma Center . 55 Port Watson St Cortland

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland

If you are holiday shopping for kids this year,
then this is the store for you!

DOLLS - DOLLHOUSE MINI’S
TRAINS by LIONEL and OTHERS - PUZZLES
R/C BY TRAXXAS - THUNDER TIGER - KITES
CHILDREN’S TOYS-GAMES-MODELS & MORE!
129 Main St Groton NY 13073 grotonhobby.com (607) 898-3112

1C14

6B13

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307

11B13

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

3.13

K&H MOTOR SPORTS
POLARIS - KAWASAKI - TRITON

607-749-2821

Find the perfect ‘gift’ for any season at K&H Motor Sports!

Sales
Service
Parts
315.696.8918

12B13

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

(607) 749-5332 •

Jim Hopkins

Financial Advisor

3.15

1813 Little York Crossing Road Little York, NY 13087 www.knhmotorsports.com

Fax: (607) 749-5740

HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Service Work
3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
3.24

607.749.2613
Don Ferris
55 N. Main Street • Homer, NY 13077
printandsign72@yahoo.com
www.quali-graphics.com

Licensed Master Plumber

Lynn Hughston - Owner • Jill Jones - Office Manager

(607) 753-1234

5056 State Route 41 • Homer, New York 13077

www.MaxGraphicsCortland.com

• Offset Printing
• Screen Printing
• Vehicle Lettering
• Building Signs
• Magnets
• Drinkware
• Pencils & Pens
• Flash Drives
• Hats
• Key tags
Contact us for any
advertising or
promotional item
you may need!

10B14

3.13

177 Homer Ave - Cortland

2A14
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Cortland City Ballet Performs "Nutcracker"

Issue 12

The Dogs Went to Santa!
Hubbard's Hounds sponsored a "Pet Photo with Santa" on December 7th in the Fire Department Community Building. the event
was a fund-raiser to help support their Pet Rescue Operations.
Several pet owners brought their pets for a photo with Santa, although some of the pets were a little shy around him.
Also available were pet oriented magnets, post cards, and blankets, as well as 2014 Calendars. If you need a calendar, check
their facebook page, Hubbard's Hounds.

Photos by Harry Coleman

The Cortland City Ballet had a performance of The Nutcracker at BOCES McEvoy Auditorium.

Serving our community since 1968.
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Want
information?
Call our 4-Sale Line 24/7. ONLY at Cinquanti.

Call (800) 295-2797 and enter PC# (property code) from our ads and signs.
(607)749.7575 • 77 South West Street • Homer, NY 13077

A

From: The Homer News
P.O. Box 125
Homer, NY 13077
Copyright © 2013

Deliver to:
LOCAL BOXHOLDER

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
HOMER NY
PERMIT No. 82

Waiting
for
Santa

Telling
Santa
He's
Been
Good

