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“Cortland County’s emergency communication system has undergone a complete transformation. The
new in-car computers are one more link in the vital chain that joins officers and first responders in the field
with the information they need to serve and protect,” Seward concluded.

Cortland County Legislator Kevin Whitney who chairs the county’s Budget and Finance Committee said,
“These mobile data terminals are like having a second police officer in the car and are a vital tool when it comes to
fighting crime and keeping our officers safe. This grant is the latest example of Senator Seward’s well-established
support for Cortland County and our first responders.”

The legislative grant obtained by Senator Seward, included in a 2014 senate resolution, is being utilized to help
Cortland County complete an emergency preparedness and communication network upgrade. Specifically, the
funds will be used to assist with the countywide replacement of car mobile data terminals for all law enforcement
vehicles.    

“It is imperative that our law enforcement officials and first responders have the tools they need when
they are called into duty, starting with a reliable communication network,” said Senator Seward. “This legislative grant will help Cortland County’s law enforcement officials do their job safely and efficiently, and
will not come with an added cost to county taxpayers.”

CORTLAND, 06/24/14 – State Senator James L. Seward (R/C/I-Oneonta) today announced that a $250,000 legislative grant he secured will assist with the cost of an emergency communications equipment upgrade for Cortland
County law enforcement officials.

Seward Delivers Funding For Cortland County
Emergency Communications
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More Inside

(right) One of several National Grid
trucks that were in the village Friday and
Saturday to make repairs to the system.

(above) A portable transformer was
brought in on a trailer by National Grid
to provide a temporary fix for the broken
transformer.

A power outage that started about 9:00
pm on Thursday and lasted until just after
12:00 noon on Friday crippled most of the
downtown businesses. Some businesses
did not open, others tried to "make do",
and some suffered losses of frozen and
refrigerated products. the traffic light at
Main & James did not work, and some
drivers did not obey the STOP signs that
were placed at the intersection while the
power was off.

Power Outage Cripples Downtown Businesses
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Around Town

Thank You for Help
When Power Was Out

The Voice of the Town

To the Editor:

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.
Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer residents in 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com

Letters to the
Editor

Village Sewer Department employees were kept busy moving the portable generator (above) to various sewage pump stations in the village to
keep the sewage from backing up into homes.

Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,200 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2013 The Homer News

The Homer NEWS

P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Off-duty village patrolman Zack Starner was able to get
in some fishing while the power was off. (Photo taken
from the Wall Street Bridge)

Contributors

Last Thursday and Friday, along
with many other Village residents,
we experienced the longest power
outage that I have experienced in 25
years of being in business. Outages
never exceeded 4 hours or so, even
during the storms in the late nineties.
Our losses were significant and we
must make preparations for occurrences to happen more frequently.
Gone are the days when the linemen from Niagara Mohawk lived and
worked in the communities they serviced. Those days, the local workers
knew the power grid inside and out,
prevented problems, and would be
proactive at the first indicator of a
problem. Our aging electric infrastructure is now owned by a British
Company and they rely on crews
from up to hundreds of miles away.
When news of the long term
outage began to spread, contrary
to the reports from National Grid,
we began to make preparations to
move much of the savable product
to off-site locations. We were able
to accomplish this because of the
kindness of local businesses as well
as friends and staff. An enormous
amount of work was completed in a
very short amount of time, enabling
us to reduce our losses.
We would like to thank Laurence
Beaudry, Kathy and John Sears, and
Gerry Contento for offering us the
use of their refrigerators and freezers. Thanks also to Fran Endler and
the folks at Contento’s who dropped
what they were doing and began
work on obtaining a generator large
enough to power a store, and to the
many friends who were able to lend
a hand moving product.
People say living/working in a
small community where news travels fast and everybody knows everyone’s business can be a drawback..
Sometimes.... it’s a blessing

Debbie & Kevin Williams

Don't Bother
the Geese

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Matt Banazek, Harry
Coleman, Dianne Capiello

Dear Editor:
To the four teens that climbed the
fence at Ellis Pines Apartments on
Saturday, June 14th about 7:30 pm:
I am sure your parents would not
condone your actions.
You felt it was necessary to harass
a family of geese that was on Private
Property. Throwing rocks and chasing the defenseless animals will not
be tolerated here.
The residents here enjoy the wildlife on our grounds and pond. We
do not want them injured by people
like you.
We are all watching.
Sincerely,

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s and
Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's, Oh My Goodness
Health Foods, Lucky Kitchen, Lily Lanetree, Kory’s
Diner, Super Cream, Origins, Denny Jack's, Anderson’s
Farm Market, Crawl Space, Dandy Mart, Uncle Tom's
Deli, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity Valley
Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Hyde’s Diner, Valley View
Gardens, Rt. 11 Market, CNY Living History Center,
Tyler's Cleaners, Steve & Lu's Diner

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com

Helen

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be July 17, 2014. DEADLINE: for ads and news is July
10, 2014

http://www.weezerpedia.com/wiki/images/7/75/Icon_-_Facebook_logo.jpg[8/24/2012 9:56:30 PM]
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Around Town
Farmers Market
Offering College
Scholarship
The Downtown Cortland Farmers
Market is once again offering a $200
college scholarship to a local area high
school senior. The offering will be in
the form of a check for the student to
use at their discretion.
The successful candidate will have
been accepted into a college for post
secondary education with the intent
to pursue a career in Agriculture,
Horticulture, Biology, or Environmental
Science.
The student must have
attended high school or been “home
schooled” within a 30 mile radius of
Downtown Cortland.
The application for the scholarship
is simply a letter written by the student outlining their accomplishments to
date, their college choice, their intended major, and why they should be the
recipient of the award.
The letter must be received by
August 1, 2014.
APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE
MAILED TO:
Linda Hall
Market Manager
Downtown Cortland Farmers Market
1364 VanDonsel Rd.
Virgil, NY 13045
*For more information please call
345-9800

Vision Support Group
to Meet July 18
The Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging’s Vision Support Group will be
gathering on Friday July 18, 2014 at
11:00 am in room B-1 of the Cortland
County Office Building 60 Central Ave.
Cortland NY.
Lunch will be provided followed by
entertainment from Anna Banana, a
clown with appeal. Come prepared to
giggle and laugh.
Vision Support group welcomes all
with visual impairment, their friends,
family, and interested community members.
If transportation is needed, please
call Cortland Transit at 758-3383 three
days prior to the meeting date. There
is no charge to vision support group
attendees to use the Cortland Transit
System to and from the group meeting.
Please RSVP by calling The Area
Agency on Aging at 753-5060 by July
16, 2014.

"The Homer Food Pantry
located in the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church
is open every Tuesday from
10AM to 1PM. We serve
Homer Residents and families with Children enrolled in
Homer Schools."

EVENTS
CALENDAR
July 18 & 19 - Friday & Saturday
Homer Central High School Class of 1974 - 40th
Class Reunion..contact Debi Ahrens Howe at
debijhowe@aol.comhttps://www.facebook.com/
Homerclassof74
July 26th - Saturday
St. Margaret’s Church is having a HOFFMANN’S
HOT DOG sale (Rt. 90 sales day!) at Cayuga St/
West Road intersection next to Homer Car Wash
from 10:00 a.m.- 3 p.m. Hot dogs, chips, ice cold
beverages!
August 6, Wednesday
“CRUISIN IN LOCKPORT, NY” This is a unique
2 hour canal cruise which includes “locking
through” and being raised 49 ft. in elevation of
the Niagara Escarpment This is the same one
that creates Niagara Falls. A Coast Guard captain will describe the sights and folklore along
the way. You will see water cascade over the
Lockport famous Flight of Five 1840’s lock and
travel through the solid walls of the “cut rock”
architecture. Included on this trip is a 3 entree
Lunch Buffet which includes roast beef, turkey,
corned beef, baby spinach salad, pasta station, maple glazed carrots, deserts and much
more! Our next stop will include a step-on-guide
who will take us through the Niagara Region of
Western NY plus a visit to Niagara Falls. (On the
NY side, no passports are needed). This experience will be one to remember for years to come.
COST-$79.00 pp includes motor coach trans,
cruise, lunch and guided tour.
As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For
more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our
publishing schedule and deadlines. July 10
deadline for July 17, 2014 issue.

Local Skating Team
Holding Bottle & Can
Drive July 12th
CORTLAND – The Crown City Jewels
synchronized skating team, part of the
Cortland Figure Skating Club, will be
holding a community bottle and can
drive fundraiser on Saturday, July 12th
from 9am – 2pm. Bottles and cans can
be dropped off during that time at the old
Natoli’s Market on Route 11 in Homer
OR please call Shane Witt at 607-5911080 if you have bottles/cans that can
be picked up by a member of the team.
The Cortland Figure Skating Club is
a non-profit organization that provides
skating lessons for all ages and ability
levels at the J.M. McDonald Sports
Complex. Skaters have the opportunity
to develop their skills in the areas of
Freestyle, Ice Dancing, and Moves
in the Field. The Club is affiliated
with the United States Figure Skating
Association (USFSA), the national
governing body for the sport of figure
skating in the United States.

Andrew Dickson White
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian
Part 1 of a 12 part Series
This is the first of a dozen installments
on Homer’s native-son and co-founder
of Cornell University, Andrew D. White.
These installments will reveal the influence White’s upbringing and the academy in Homer had upon the creation
of a world-class institution of higher
learning in Ithaca, NY.

A Brief History of the House and
Progeny of Asa White
In Herbert Barber Howe’s biography, Jedediah Barber: 1787 -1876: A
Footnote to the History of the Military
Tract of Central New York (New York:
Columbia University Press, 1939),
one finds information about the oldest
house in the Village of Homer (now
located at 20 Clinton Street) and about
the progeny of its original owner, Asa
White.
Howe states on pages 51-52:
A map of Homer made about 1806,
recently discovered,1 gives us a
picture of the place just prior to the
time these new settlers entered it.
It had fifty-six buildings including
thirty-five houses, three blacksmith
shops, and five stores. In 1800, it
had had only six dwelling houses
but in 1810 there were forty-five….
There was a pathway (now Water
Street) to Asa White’s gristmill….
Later, on page 136, more details emerge:
The third and final [Jedediah] Barber
home [now 18 N. Main] was built on
the land originally owned [and lived
upon] by Asa White.2 [Asa White]
had established Homer’s first gristmill in 1798 [on the west side of
the river behind the present Town
Hall] and within a year had built a
typical New England [saltbox style]
frame house. Business reverses
caused him to open a store in his
house in 1815, where he issued
his ‘shin-plaster promises of sixcents and upwards’ for change, as
an old resident recalled.3 Barber
purchased the former White place
from William Smith in January1824.
There were two deeds for the transfer of 46 ¾ acres of land costing in
all $1,800.4 The agreement provided
that Oren Stimson (the husband of
Barber’s niece, Rachael Hibbard)
would move theformer White home
around the corner.5 It still stands
on the north side of Clinton Street

about six buildings in
from Main Street,....
As for Asa White’s
progeny, Howe writes
on page 90 that Asa
White’s son, Horace
White (1802-1860) was
a clerk at Jedediah’s
Great Western store on Main Street,
Homer [now Bev. & Company and The
Olde Homer House], from 1818 to 1828,
and “was the father of Andrew Dickson
White, the first president of Cornell
University,….” This genealogical lineage is corroborated in the obituary for
Jedediah Barber which appears in the
Standard and Journal, Cortland, NY, of
Tuesday, April 25, 1876. It notes:
Among those present was President
A. D. White, of Cornell University,
whose father was at one time a clerk
in Mr. Barber’s employ.
And on page 175, Howe pinpoints the
place of Andrew Dickson White’s birth
on November 7, 1832, to Horace and
Clara Dickson White. He mentions the
old tavern structure on the corner of
Main Street and Albany Street in the
village (which still stands) and explains
that on the opposite corner “is the
birthplace of President Andrew Dickson
White, from which his father went to his
tasks at Barber’s store for many years.”
Today, a plaque on the exterior of the
house at 81 South Main designates it
as his birthplace, as well.
The next installment will be a tribute
to Andrew D. White written by a guest
columnist, Dr. John A. Gustafson, who
earned his Ph.D. from the university
White helped to found. Succeeding
installments will provide excerpts
from White’s autobiography published
in1905.
1. B. E. Blodgett, Homer Post, July 5, 1935.
2. White, Andrew Dickson. Autobiography,
Vol. I (The Century Co., 1905), p. 3, 5;
Goodwin, Henry C. Pioneer History; or
Cortland County and the Border Wars
of New York (1859), pp. 154, 345-348;
Stevens, Charles H., “Notes on Homer,”
Homer Post (1932-33), p. 22.
3. Bennett, D., “Reminiscences of 1815,”
Homer Republican, 1876.
4. Cortland County Deeds, K 179, K 181.
5. According to research by The Landmark
Society of Cortland County published in Old
Homer Village Historic District (September,
1973), page 4, the move was effected
“about 1826.”
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Bat Girl was a Librarian
Batgirl was a librarian. In the movies
“The Librarian” the librarian, played by
Noah Wylie, is responsible for saving
the world from the improper use of
powerful, mythological objects. So,
it shouldn’t come as a surprise that I
secretly long to be a Superhero librarian. People assume that is because a
librarian’s life is so staid and boring that
we all crave adventure. But the truth
is our desire to impose order extends
beyond book shelves. We want to organize and catalog the world, thereby
making it easier to navigate.
Unfortunately, superhero or not,
entropy appears to rule. So, this week
after the elevator, fire alarm, router, and
two light fixtures all decided to malfunction at the same time – it seemed like
the only thing for a librarian superhero
wannabe to do was retire to the Bat
Cave. I have a Bat Cave – or more precisely, a Bat-Attic. Where apparently
disorder also rules and it was in serious
need of having the accumulated bat
guano cleaned out.
I thought about asking the janitor to
do the job, but Bruce informed me that
cleaning up after a superhero librarian’s bats is above and beyond the call
of duty. Husbands of superhero librarian’s should beware of what they say
about the call of duty. Because apparently cleaning out the bat cave isn’t
above the call of duty for them. Bruce,
superhero that he is, cleaned the attic.
On his birthday no less!
I armed him with a Superhero’s bat
cleaning kit including, mask, gloves,
broom, and Lysol. He had the place
swept and cleaned in an hour –
although it took several more for the
dust to settle. He’s called Tornado Man
in the superhero world.
Then Saturday, the Kilmers, Hydes,
and Claymans were here, along with
some Rotary superheroes to move
some things up into the Bat Attic and
clean out a room for our soon to be
MakerSpace. They lugged old chairs
and boxes up the stairs (no working elevator, remember?) and then
up some more windy stairs to the
attic (the newly cleaned attic). Then
they weeded and mulched the garden.
Bags of mulch leaped tall buildings in a
single bound and were tossed around
by people more powerful than locomotives! Not to mention the weeds that
flew faster than a speeding bullet.
I may want to be Bat Girl in my
next life, but it appears the library has
an abundance of real Superheroes
already. Thanks to all the library superheroes! You know who you are.
What’s New at the Library?
Summer Reading is here:
Registration for pre-K through adults
is currently going on. K-5th graders who
missed registering for our special sum-

mer reading program can still register
for the regular summer reading program. Children will receive a reading
log to keep track of the minutes read.
If the read 20 minutes a day, five days
a week, for 7 weeks, they can turn in
their log for prizes. Teens and adults
can turn in a raffle ticket for every book
they read and get a chance to win
weekly prizes.
Upcoming programs at the Library:
Wednesday, July 9th – 10:30 am
Upstairs: Pre-school through 2nd
grade, It’s Alive! with Miss Tammy
Downstairs – 3rd graders and up,
Earthquakes with Mrs. Little
Wednesday, July 9th – Kathy Ceceri
comes to do two Amazing Robotics
workshops for 2nd through 5th graders.
These programs introduce kids to the
robotics embedded in their toys and
electronics and open their imaginations to new ways to use technology in
everyday life! Students will learn what
robots are, how they are built, and how
we use them today. Best of all, kids of
all interests and abilities will get the
chance to design and build robot models that really work!
There will be two workshops one at
5:00 pm at the Preble Congregational
Church and one at 7:00 pm at the
library. The workshops are only
open to 2nd through 5th graders. Preregistration is required. Space is limited. Please call the library at 749-4616
to register.

(Natalie Angier)

Wednesdays in July, Paws to Read,
at the library. From 3:30 to 4:30 pm
every Wednesday in July, children
can sign up for a fifteen minute slot to
read to a tail-wagging reading buddy.
Call the library to sign up.
Tuesday, July 15th at1:30 pm – The
MOST (Museum of Science and
Technology) comes to the Scott Park
in Scott. Sponsored by Phillips Free
Library, the MOST will present “WOW
Science.”

programs. They were made possible through a generous grant from
the Tompkins County Community
Foundation’s Myrtle Dee Nash Fund.

Tuesday, July 15 at 3:30 pm –
The MOST (Museum of Science
and Technology) comes to Hartnett
Elementary School in Truxton.
Sponsored by Phillips Free Library, the
MOST will present “WOW Science.”

Volunteers Needed
Love books? Interested in helping
with the Holiday in Homer book sale?
Stop by the library or call. We are
looking for a few interested people to
help organize and staff our book sale.
And you get a sneak preview of all the
books!

Wednesday, July 16th – 10:30 am
Upstairs: Pre-school through 2nd
grade, Sensational Senses with Miss
Tammy
Downstairs – 3rd grade and up Nick and Tesla’s High-Voltage Danger
Lab with Priscilla for. Pre-registration
required.
Call the library to register for these

Teen Writers’ Group
The Teen Writers group and Film club
will continue to meet during the summer. They’ll be writing on Tuesdays
from 3 until 4 pm and filming from 4
pm until 5 pm. All writers and budding
filmmakers between 6th through 12th
grades are welcome to join in.

th

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

Scientists have discovered that the small brave act of cooperating
with another person, of choosing trust over cynicism, generosity
over selfishness, makes the brain light up with quiet joy.

3.14

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Mondays and Thursdays from 3-4
pm. They can help you learn to check
out and download e-materials. They
can also help with other computer
questions. Call ahead, to make an
appointment, or drop by.
For more information about any of
our programs call 749-4616 or check
out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday 10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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Homer Elks Honor High School Students
(Right) PER Buzz Harrington
w/ Students of the Year
Zackary Crawford and Devin
Lewis

(Below) 3rd Period honorees
- l-r, PER Buzz Harrington,
Liam George, Erik
Gustafson, Alice Jenkins,
Kaelin Foody, Helene
Abrams, Devin Lewis, ER
Mitch Wooldridge

ELKLS Homer
students from
throughout the
year - front l-r
Chase Davis,
John Osterhoudt,
Erik Gustafson.
Standing Liam
George, Zack
Crawford, Hannah
Agate, Alice
Jenkins, Mary
Cope

Be a Part of the 2014 Community
Arts Challenge
Residents of Homer, it is time once again to get out your art supplies,
your dancing shoes, your musical instruments, your cameras, and your
computers and pens!! The fifth annual Cortland County’s Community Arts
Challenge is underway. All Cortland County artists, dancers, musicians,
photographers, and writers are encouraged to participate
What is the Community Arts Challenge? It is a juried competition, cosponsored by the Center for the Arts in Homer and the Cultural Council of
Cortland County. Cash prizes will be awarded in six categories: Fine Arts,
Artisan Crafts, Choreography, Musical Composition, Photography, and
Writing.
The “challenge” is to use one’s art to depict or express a specific theme.
The artistic theme for the 2014 Arts Challenge is “Joy.” Submitted works
will be judged on how creatively and skillfully they communicate this theme.
The Arts Challenge will conclude with a public event on January 23, 2015.
Anyone who lives or works in Cortland County is eligible to participate in
the Arts Challenge, and there is still plenty of time to plan and produce your
entry. Submissions are due by November 1, 2014. So, start planning ways
to use your talents to be part of this community-wide event.
Full details about how to enter the Community Arts Challenge can be found
at www.CortlandArtsChallenge.org. You can also call 749-4900 to have a
prospectus and application form mailed to you.
Take the Arts Challenge!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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Elementary School End-of-Year Picnic...

Harry Coleman photo
Harry Coleman photo

It was a nice warm day for the Homer Elementary
School kindergarten and first grade classes
to have their picnic on the Green. Parents and
grandparents were invited to the picnic.

Harry Coleman photo

Delia Ferris photo

Delia Ferris photo

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!

