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NYS American Legion
Commander Visits Homer

Frank Peters, from Staten Island, NYS Commander of the American Legion, stands in front
of an antique Brockway truck at the CNY Living History Center. He and a group of American
Legion dignitaries toured the Center during their visit to Cortland County. More pictures and
details inside.

FREE

THE HOMER NEWS

2 • December 4, 2014 • The Homer News			

Holiday Stroll December 6
in Homer & Little York

The Voice of the Town
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

• World's Smallest Christmas Parade.
Nov. 28, starting at noon at the
Skaneateles Village Hall on Fennell
Street, proceeding east to Jordan and
Genesee streets and arriving at the
Sherwood House porch in time for the
12:10 p.m. grand opening.

The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,800 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2014 The Homer News

The Homer NEWS

P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Contributors

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Matt Banazek, Harry
Coleman

The Greater Homer Retail Partnership is busy putting the finishing touches on their first annual “Holiday Stroll” which will take place December on
6th . Whether you’ve been naughty or nice, all are invited to share in welcoming the Holiday season with us.
Below is a list of events and times:
HOMER
8-11AM First United Methodist Church Pancake Breakfast
Main St Wandering Minstrels
11AM The Benson Holiday Carolers
12:30 Homer High School Select Choirs
1PM The Center’s Singers
11AM until Gone American Legion Stroll Bake Sale & Luncheon
11 AM Parking Lot Old Homer Exchg Holiday Wreath Sales
11AM Village Food Market & Prima Salon The Garden Club Holiday
Arrangement Sales
11AM In front of Lily Lanetree Boutique Holiday Stroll Roasted Nut Sales
11-2PM $2.00 fee to benefit the Stroll Horse Drawn Wagon Rides
11-12PM Family Time Phillips Free Library Storyteller Robin Brady will
read selections from Charles
Dickens, Beatrix Potter & ArthurConan
Doyle
12PM Briggs Manor Complimentary Wassail & Eggnog
12-3PM Kids Time –Center 4The Arts Feel free to drop off your children
while you do your Holiday Shopping at the wonderful stores in Homer &
Little York. The movie, Elf will be shown along with a holiday kids “jam”
with by local musician Greg McQuade. There may even be a visit from
Santa handing out goodies!!!! Parents must sign a release form for drop
off.
Little York

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s and
Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's, Oh My Goodness
Health Foods, Lucky Kitchen, Lily Lanetree, Key
Bank, Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins, Denny
Jack's, Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl Space,
Dandy Mart, Uncle Tom's Deli, Brown’s Garage,
Cosmic BBQ, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity Valley Dairy,
Tops, Walgreen’s, Hyde’s Diner, Tyler's Cleaners,
CNY Living History Center, Steve & Lu's Diner

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
All opinions expressed in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

Dickens Christmas, which draws more
than 20,000 visitors each year, is produced by Scarlett Rat Entertainment
and presented by Mirbeau Inn & Spa
and the Skaneateles-area business
community.

Highlights of this year's season include:

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.

***

Skaneateles."

The production opens the Friday after
Thanksgiving and runs noon to 4 p.m.
every Saturday and Sunday through
Dec. 21, with a limited show (noon to 3
p.m.) Dec. 24.

The Homer News

Editor:Donald Ferris

Dickens cont.

1 PM Chestnut Roast the Crawl Space Artigiano Gifts & Gallery
2-3 PM Mrs. Claus Story Telling the Crawl Space
3-4 PM Picture Taking with Mrs. Claus the Crawl Space
10-5 PM Toys for Tots Drop Off A Kaleidoscope of Quilts &
Anderson’s
Food Market
The shoppes of Homer and Little York will have Holiday Stroll specials
and sweet treats. Shop Small Businesses, we support our communities.
If you would like to make a contribution to our “Light Main St” fund, please
go to youcaring.com and select Holiday Stroll in the fundraiser section.
More information is available on our Holiday Stroll Facebook page or by
visiting any of the following Greater Homer Retail Partnership shops; Lily
Lanetree, Beads & Beyond, Homer Men’s & Boys, Olde Homer House,
Bev & Co, Prima Salon, The Bridal Barn, Empire 41, Mama Goose or
Liv’s Trading Company or Key Bank. In Little York; the Crawl Space or A
Kaleidoscope of Quilts

• Midday Revels—Christmas carol singalong—2 p.m. every day at the Gazebo.
Twelve groups form, each representing
one of the 12 days of Christmas. The
groups vie for attention, and at the end,
Queen Victoria awards a silver teasel
to the most spirited performer. Winners
have been known to wear their coveted
silver teasels throughout the season.
• Scenes from "A Christmas Carol,"
featuring guests from the audience, performed at 12:30, 1:30 and 3:30 p.m. on
the steps of the Masonic Temple.
• Horse-drawn wagon and carriage
rides around the village, departing from
the Sherwood Inn, provided by Rt. 80
Stables. Wagon rides are free; carriage
rides are $20 per family.
• Comedy magic shows, presented
by John Henry Anderson, Wonderful
Wizard of the North, at 1 and 3 p.m.
Dec. 6, 7, 20 and 21 at the Skaneateles
Library.
• Free refreshments, including hot
roasted chestnuts donated by Tops
Friendly Markets and Johnny Angel's
and roasted by Mid-Lakes Navigation,
warm Christmas Pudding at Mid-Lakes
Navigation, and Byrne Dairy eggnog
served by the Girl Scouts (Saturdays
only) in front of Loft 42.
For children, Mother Goose will read
holiday stories at the Skaneateles
Library and Father Christmas will hand
out treats from the porch of the Masonic
Temple.
Everyone is invited to borrow Victorianera costumes from the Chamber of
Commerce, 22 Jordan St., and join in
the fun.
"While you're in town, be sure to visit
our unique shops and restaurants,
which are the perfect complement to a
holiday outing," says Tara Lynn, executive director of the Chamber.
One Scrooge Exits, Another Takes Center Stage
After 20 years of playing Scrooge, Bob
Krigbaum is leaving the production and
turning over his debt register to John
Michael Decker.
"I’m tired of asking for my money,"
Krigbaum jokes. "No one has paid me
back, so I quit."
Decker stepped into the role last year,
when Krigbaum became unavailable
due to an injury. Prior to that, Decker
had been with the cast two seasons,
playing Bob Cratchit in 2007 and Prince
Albert in 2012.
"It’s an honor to be taking over for Bob,"
he says. "Bob was amazing—it’s humbling to follow in his footsteps."
Decker has already made one change
to Scrooge, who now appears at the
Midday Revels to heckle carolers and
join in the singing of "Silent Night."
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Christmas on the Green
Tree Lighting Ceremony
December 5th from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
join the fun and festivities. Bring children of all ages to see Santa and
receive a special treat. Hot chocolate
and cookies will be available for all to
enjoy.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
Dec 5 – Friday
Free Movie: Love Story - 7:30 PM @ the
Center for the Arts
December 6 – Saturday
Come meet Santa!
CNY Living
History Center Bring the kids to come
meet Santa. Santa will be here at the
Museum from 10 a.m. until Noon. Each
child will receive a candy cane. The
visits with Santa are FREE! For more
information, please call 607-299-4185.
Dec 6 – Saturday
Salsa - free lesson for the first hour. DJ
Dance to follow -$8 per person - at the
Center for the Arts
Dec 6 – Saturday
Family Movie Event - in the afternoon
(time to be announced) Free at the
Center for the Arts.
Dec 13th - Saturday
Jingle Babes - performed by the Four
Bitchin’ Babes 8 PM Tickets available
online at center4art.org or by contacting
the Center at 749-4900.
Dec 18th – Thursday
Mystic MoonDance Free 7 PM Thurs.
night performance music of Van
Morrison Center for the Arts
Dec 20th – Saturday
A Christmas Carol Radio Play doors
open 7 show begins at 8PM Tickets
available online at center4art.com or by
contacting Center for the Arts at 7494900.
As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR.
For more detailed notices we suggest you
purchase a display ad. Please keep in
mind our publishing schedule and deadlines.
December 9, 2014 for the December 18,
2014 issue.

"The Homer Food Pantry
located in the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church
is open every Tuesday from
10AM to 1PM. We serve
Homer residents and families with children enrolled in
Homer Schools."

Protecting Critical Infrastructure Is An
Investment In The Future
Column from Assembly Republican Leader Brian M. Kolb (R,C,I-Canandaigua)

New York’s roads and bridges give
us all a way to connect with each
other. They are our way to get to
work, to school, and to friends and
family. Without a strong and reliable
network of critical infrastructure,
New York risks losing a resource
that drives the economy and allows
us to be competitive in the national and global job market. For this
reason, I support initiatives aimed
at maintaining and improving New
York’s means of transportation.
WINDFALL MONEY SHOULD BE USED
FOR LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS
A recent infusion of several billion
dollars from settlements with the
French bank BNP Paribas has given
state decision-makers a unique
opportunity. By using this money
to make long-term fixes to lingering
problems plaguing communities, we
can ensure a more fiscally sound
future.
The transportation of commuters,
goods and emergency supplies is
vital to a successful economy and
keeps our communities running on
all cylinders. I proudly supported
an additional $75 million in funding for the Consolidated Highway
Improvement Program (CHIPS),
which was included in the 20132014 State Budget. We must continue to provide adequate funding
for our local roads and highways,
which account for nearly half of the
milage of all New York’s cars.

Chess Club
Formed, Seeks
Members
A new chess club has been formed,
The club meets at the Grace Christian
Fellowship Church on Fisher Avenue in
Cortland on Thursdays at 6pm.
It’s open to anyone who knows how
to play.

e.m.o. Real Estate
6.6 acres of land for sale
Private Location • Wooded
Two road access
Town of Scott • $15,000

call: Elaine Olson, Broker

607-749-3912

Physical Therapy

Return to what matters most
Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com

Poorly maintained roads and
bridges lead to wear-and-tear on
vehicles and increased chances
of accidents. Nationally, pot holes
cost drivers more than $6 billion,
according to inflation adjusted statistics from AAA. Crumbling infrastructure also impacts commerce
and leads to longer travel times for
residents, businesses and emergency service vehicles.
PLANNING AHEAD, TRANSPARENCY
BENEFITS ALL NEW YORKERS
The new Tappan Zee Bridge is
still a giant question mark for New
Yorkers. The lack of a financial
plan, inappropriate money-grabs
for funding not meant to build bridges and a complete lack of planning
and organization have led many
to question how this project will
be funded, what it will cost taxpayers, and whether it will drive up
tolls. The secrecy surrounding the
project is inexcusable. Using the
BNP settlement money to help offset project costs would decrease
the need for taxpayers to finance
this project and limit the interest
needed to pay for it.

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.
Proof:
You’re
Reading
This
One

Investing in our infrastructure is a
commitment to our communities
and to our economy. With the BNP
settlement, we are fortunate to
have the means to make improvements that will produce immediate
and long-term benefits.

Vote "NO" on
Hartnett
New Tech
Capital Project
Tuesday, December 16
Homer High School
Music Building
7:00 AM – 9:00 PM

Vote "NO" to stop
tax increases.
Hartnett Community Concerned Citizens
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Homer Center for the
Arts Offers Budget
Crunching Fun for
the Holidays
Trying to turn that ho hum feeling to a ho, ho, ho feeling. Not very
far away opportunities await at the
Center for the Arts. Many of the
activities offered this month are low
cost or free to help stretch your holiday budget.
This is the time of the year when
our thoughts turn to others. There
is no better movie to reflect this
than the award winning movie “Love
Story”. This heart rendering story
about Oliver and Jenny falling deeply in love touch us as we learn “love
means never having to say you’re
sorry”. This film is being shown on
Dec 5th at 7:30 and is sponsored
by the Center for the Arts Board and
the center’s members.
On Dec 6th after a busy AM of
shopping in downtown Homer sit
and relax with the kids and view a
seasonal movie. This is a free activity sponsored by the Homer Edward
Jones Company and is a great way
to spend time with the family. When
the film is over there will be treats for
the young ones.
Date night Sat. night Dec 6th
shake those blues way with Salsa
Dancing. The first hour is a free
dance lesson. This month a DJ will
be providing the lively dance music.
There is a low cost of $8.00 per person to attend this event.
Jingle Babes presented by the
Four B. Babes will be Dec 13th at
8:00 PM. Their fun poking stories
and songs are sure to have you ho,
ho hoing all night long. This group
was well loved the last time they
joined the Center. Tickets are $33
for adults and $25 for seniors and
can be purchased at the Center for
the Arts (10-4) or online center4art.
org.
Another free event will be held on
Thur. Dec 18th . Mystic Moondance
will be playing the music of Van
Morrison. This band is a holiday gift
given to you from Sherbrook Apt.
This 8 piece group is sure to have
you humming as you leave this toe
tapping program.
Experience Christmas past on Dec
20 as you enjoy watching this year’s
Radio Play “A Christmas Story”. As
the spirits entertain you, you can
remember days of yore and imagine what the future holds for you.
The door opens at 7 with the show
starting at 8 PM. Tickets are $25 for
adults and $20 for Seniors and are
available at the Center for the Arts
or online at center4arts.org.

KING

OF THE

ROASTS

$ 6.98

LB

Don’t Wait - Order Now!!

VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
607-749-3311

7 South Main St. - Homer, NY
FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ FLGD

Benson Davis Insurance

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fingerlakesconstruction.com
m

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 8AM-9PM • SUNDAY 8AM-8PM

7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311•Prices Effective Monday Dec. 8-Saturday Dec. 14

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEAT Quality You Can Depend On
Allen’s Prime

Boneless, Center Cut

Roasting
Chicken

Young & Tender
USDA Grade A

Ground
Beef

1
$ 68
3
$ 18
1
$ 18

2
$ 78
1
$ 38
4

Sugardale

Bone-In
Ham
Portions

Skillet Ready
Meals 4 Varieties

lb.

lb.

Shurfine, Deli Sliced

Virginia or
Maple Ham

lb.

Gourmet Dining

Sandridge, Deli Fresh

Traditional
Potato
Salad

28-32 oz.
pkg.

GROCERY Great Buys In Every Aisle
Several Varieties

Progresso
Soup

3/$

18.5-19 oz.
Select Varieties

Shurfine Soda

Gold Medal
Flour

4

1

5 lb. bag

12 pk. cans

10
$ 69
3

4/$

Select Varieties

Maxwell House Coffee

10.5-11.5 oz.

Several Varieties

Hershey Baking Chips
Betty Crocker Cookie Mixes

FROZEN

1

Shurfine Pre Whipped $ 29
8 oz.
Topping
Green Giant
Frozen Vegetables
Select Varieties

5
2/$
4

5/$

10-12 oz.

Green Giant
12 oz
Steamable Vegetables

14-17.5 oz.

Stroehmann’s

Split Top Wheat Bread
Shurfine

Brown & Serve Rolls

BUY 1, GET

1 FREE

2
1

$ 49
$ 79

12 oz.

Traditional, Meat
or Mushroom

45 oz.

1

$ 88

Shurfine Syrup

Crystal Farms
Shredded Cheese
Shurfine Biscuits

20 oz.

Ragu
Pasta Sauce

5/$

15.5 oz.

8 oz.

5
2/$
5
2/$
3

5/$

8 oz .

16 oz.

22-24 oz.

30 oz.
128 oz.

2
2

$ 49
$ 99

PRODUCE

Fresh, Juicy

Navel Oranges

4 lb. bag

Garden Fresh

White Potatoes

10 lb. bag

Red, Ripe

On The Vine Tomatoes
Fresh, Crisp

Romaine Hearts

3 pk.

Several Varieties

Perry’s Premium Ice Cream
Perry’s Nutty Cones
Perry’s Ice Cream Sandwiches

ATM AVAILABLE

288
$ 28
3
$ 88
1
$ 98
2

$

lb.

ICE CREAM

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING WITH US!

1

5

$ 99

Chocolate or Strawberry

Several Varieties

13-16 oz.

lb.

Shurfine Sloppy Joe Sauce

Shurfine Cream Cheese

Shurfine

Small Family Bread

4 lb. bag

DAIRY

BREAD

1

$ 88

lb.

7 Shurfine Mayo or Salad Dressing
5 Shurfine Laundry Detergent

3/$
2/$

each

Several Varieties

Several Varieties

Shurfine
Sugar

$ 88

6
$ 98
4
$ 78
1
$ 78

Or Sandwich
Style Pepperoni

lb.

Fryer Chicken
Leg Quarters

Jumbo Pack USDA Grade A

Hard or Genoa
Style Salami

$ 88

lb.

Fresh, All Natural

Sugardale, Deli Sliced

Pork Loin Chops
or Roast

lb.

80% Lean

DELI

48 oz.

10
2/$
7
2/$
7

3/$

6 pk.
12 pk.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

The Sixty Days of Catalogs
Bah Humbug season, also known
as the Sixty Days of Catalogs, is here
once again. So far, I’ve received one
Collectibles catalog, two Wireless catalogs, three Durham Road catalogs, four
What on Earth catalogs, five Signals
Catalogs, six Acorn catalogs, seven
L.L. Bean catalogs, and eight Land’s
End catalogs. And I still have thirty-five
days of catalogs to go.
Of course, the problem with catalogs
is that I find many more things I want
myself, then things to buy others. And
the things I want are probably things
I shouldn’t have. Like the t-shirt that
says, “You are about to exceed the
limits of my medication.” Or the one
that says, “I can explain it to you, but I
can’t understand it for you.” There are
of course nice ones, like “Some of my
friends are fictional.” But why should I
spend twenty dollars to tell the world
something everyone should already
know? There’s one of my favorites,
“Dear Karma, I have a list of people
that you’ve missed.” And it’s slightly
more to the point cousin that I secretly
prefer, “Karma takes way too long. I’d
rather just smack you right now.”
When it comes to buying for other
people, catalogs are fraught with peril.
If I get my sister the mug that says
“Don’t get your knickers in a twist?” will
she take it as a joke, or will she think
I’m trying to tell her something? Or the
t-shirt that reads, “Back off, I have a
sister and I’m not afraid to use her?”
Will that generate a sisterly laugh? Or
a frozen glare that will last until July?
Sister-in-laws are easier to buy for.
There isn’t so much childhood baggage
to contend with. And my sister-in-law
Judi would love one of the many bacon
themed presents that have been the
rage for the last couple years. I fail to
understand the bacon themed concept.
Bacon, after all, is not aesthetically
pleasing with little red strips of meat
surrounded by white flabby glistening fat. Why I wonder would someone want bacon-look band-aids or a
scarf?
And then there is the whole skeleton
theme. Yes, I do like bones. But, do I
really want the garden gnome skeleton
to put in my flower bed? Or a dragon
skeleton statue? Or a statue of a dragon eating gnomes? There’s no doubt
it would have an initial appeal, but not
forty dollars worth.
If you’d like to avoid t-shirts for the
permanently irritated and garden skeletons, you can always participate in the
“Food for Fines” program at the library
the week of Dec. 8th to 13th. Pay your
fines with some non-perishable, unexpired, unopened food that someone
might actually want to eat. No bacon
flavored chocolate chips allowed!
Or better yet, pay someone else’s
fine. All donations will go to the United
Methodist Church’s food pantry. And
remember, this is a library. So there
are, of course, rules. Read the fine
print below on Food for Fines. And follow them!

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time
Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
Dec. 10th - Hippos and Rhinos
Dec. 17th - Winter Wonder
Dec. 24th - No Program

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade

story and activity time is on Wednesday
afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy
will be offering a fun program with stories, crafts, games, and songs. There
are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes
are:
Dec. 10th – Huggable Hippos and
Ridiculous Rhinos
Dec. 17th – Winter Wonderland
Dec. 24th – No Program

Future of Hartnett Elementary
The Truth the Homer School District is Not Telling You
• Hartnett building renovations for BOCES will cost over $7M
• Student tuition will be double the cost of a traditional high
school. $30K/student = $3-6M/year
• Homer still pays $20K/year utilities
• Homer still responsible for outside maintenance of building,
grounds, and capital improvements in the future.

VOTE “NO” Tuesday, Dec. 16th at the
Homer High School Music Bldg.

Victorian Christmas
Storytelling

Paid for by Concerned Citizens

Join us Saturday, Dec. 6 at 11 am
for Storyteller Robin Bady’s Victorian
Christmas stories. Robin will be performing a family program including a
telling of A Visit from Saint Nicholas
and stories by Beatrix Potter, Charles
Dickens, and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.
th

Food for Fines
In the Spirit of the Season from
Monday, December 8th through
Saturday, December 13th, the library
is offering an opportunity to help those
in our community and a way to waive
your library fines.
If you bring a non-perishable,
unopened food item that has not
expired and won’t for awhile, you will
receive $5 off your current fines. You
may bring up to 6 food items that would
clear a $30 fine. This program is only
for overdue fines owed to Phillips Free
Library. Fines owed to other libraries
and fines for lost or damaged items are
not included in this offer.
All donated foods will be given to
the Homer United Methodist church
for their food pantry. Please bring food
items to the desk during library hours.
We cannot accept donations left at
other times.

Elizabeth Brewster House - Holiday Open
House Saturday, Dec. 13
Elizabeth Brewster House, 41 S. Main
Street, Homer, welcomes the community to its annual Holiday Open House
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday,
December 13th.
There will be a craft sale of handmade
items, tours of the House, music and

refreshments. There is no admission
charge. Children are welcome.
Enjoy a time to celebrate the holiday
season in the warmth of the Elizabeth
Brewster House with residents, staff and
volunteers hosting your visit.

18 Years of Cortland City Ballet - Keeping
the Dream Alive with The Nutcracker

Maker Space Open Hours
The library’s MakerSpace is open
every Tuesday from 5pm – 8 pm. Sign
up to use the 3-D printer and digitizer.
LEGOS Mindstorm and Story Starter
sets, Cricut Explore, the digital drawing
tablet, and building kits and equipment
are also available for use.
We’re looking for volunteers to supervise and offer classes, so be sure to
stop by the library and let us know
what skills and hobbies you want to
share.

Teen Writers’ Group and Film
Club
If you are between 6th and 12th grade
and you love to write, or make movies, consider joining the Teen Writers’
Group, or Teen Film Club. Both groups
meet on Tuesdays. The Teen Writers
group meets from 3 until 4 pm, followed by the Teen Film club which
meets from 4 until 5 pm.
The writers’ group works on all elements of fiction writing and all genres,
from fantasy to mystery and beyond.
The film club is just starting to plan
their next film, so now it a great time
to join.

Help with Nooks, Kindles,
and Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Mondays, and Thursdays from
3-4 pm and can help you check out
and download e-materials. They can

photo by Christine McNeil

December 12th at 7pm Cortland City
Ballet will bring the Cortland area its
most joyous holiday tradition with its
beloved 18th annual production of The
Nutcracker. A wonderful ballet for the
entire family, The Nutcracker is the
perfect way to introduce young children
to the power and beauty of classical
dance. Tchaikovsky's magical score,
talented dancers, vibrant costumes and
Amy Porcaro-Taylor's fabulous choreography create one stunning Holiday
production that you won’t want to miss.
The Nutcracker tells the story of a
little girl named Clara whose godfather Drosselmeyer, gives her a magical
nutcracker doll on Christmas Eve. She
encounters the frightful rat king with the
Nutcracker who has come to life before
embarking on a journey to the Kingdom
of Sweets where she is greeted by the
Sugar Plum Fairy herself! Young and
old alike will experience the produc-

tion's many beautiful moments. As a
bonus treat, all those who attend will
also get to see that Cortland City Ballet
offers much more than ballet. You will
also be brought into the holiday mood
with some hip-hop, tap, jazz and lyrical
dances!
Come celebrate with us on December
12th at BOCES McEvoy Auditorium on
Rt 13 in Cortland , NY . Tickets are
$15 for Adults and $10 for Children 18
& under. Call 607-753-0673 or emailcortlandcityballet@gmail.com for more
information today
Dance classes make great Christmas
gifts! Cortland City Ballet is enrolling
new students to begin in January 2014!
Gift Certificates available! Keep up to
date with all Cortland City Ballet offers
by following them on their facebook
page and website http://www.cortlandcityballet.com/.

also help with other computer ques- Phillips Free Library Hours:
tions. Call ahead, to make an appoint- Monday		
10 am to 6 pm
ment, or drop by.
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
For more information about any of
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
our programs call 749-4616 or check
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
out our website at www.phillipsfreeliSaturday
10 am to 2 pm
brary.org.
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Vintage Snowmobiles Displayed
at CNY Living History Center
In anticipation of winter and
snow, the Ridge runners
Snowmobile Club of Groton held
a vintage snowmobile show and
sale November 22nd at the CNY
Living History Center.

Food and refreshments were
served inside the Museum's
main building. Snowmobiles and
parts were set up in front of and
alongside the Museum's main
building.

People came from all over
Central New York and northern Pennsylvania to participate, showing off their vintage
machines, selling machines and
parts, and just enjoying talking
to each other about their sleds.

The weather cooperated for the
first three or four hours, but a
cold rain moved in early in the
afternoon. That didn't seem
to dampen the spirits of those
involved in the show. After all,
they seem to thrive on cold
weather and snow, so a little rain
wasn't going to slow them down
or keep them from having fun.

Machines were judged in 10
different classes. There were
some very small machines for
the young children to ride on up
to some high powered racing
sleds.

It was a great cooperative effort
between the club and the CNY
Living History Center.

Quite a rudimentary snowmobile.

This Arctic Cat was ready to travel, even without snow.

Merry Christmas
join us for our special Christmas Eve

Candlelight Service
on December 24th

at: 4:30 pm, 6:00 pm or 7:30 pm
Grace Christian Fellowship
Nursery, Children & Youth Classes each Sunday
Worship Services at 9am & 10:30am*
*December 28th and January 4th one service at 10:30 am

1250 Fisher Ave

Cortland, NY
607-749-3233
www.gcfcortland.org
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THE FOUR BITCHIN’ BABES
PRESENTS “JINGLE BABES”

Helping Hand For Young
Farmers Now Available

A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L. Seward
Earlier this year, I joined with several of my senate colleagues in
proposing the “Young Farmers NY”
initiative. The plan was designed
to help preserve the future of family
farming here in New York State by
supporting and encouraging a new
generation of farmers. Several
portions of the plan were included
in the 2014-15 state budget and
now applications for a pair of special grants are available.
“Young Farmers NY” addresses
issues related to the advancing
age of New York farmers and helps
smooth the transfer of farmland
to the next generation; preserves
existing farmland, and helps young
farmers overcome obstacles to
give them greater opportunities for
successful careers in agriculture.

HOMER NY - On Saturday, December
13th at 8PM the BABES, Sally Fingerett,
Debi Smith, Deirdre Flint, and Marcy
Marxer, let loose on winter’s holiday
season with their estrogen infused,
whimsically hip, and luxurious girl-group
harmonies, blending their signature
brand of hilarious original music with
those festive familiar hits we can’t help
but sing with!
Accompanying themselves on guitar,
mandolin, ukulele, bass, piano, and the
lively Irish Bodhran, (six instrumentsfour babes, yep they’re that good!)
these accomplished multi-talented performing gal pals come together taking turns in the spotlight filling it with
endearing songs, shtick, and stories
that showcase elegant wit and sophisticated (never blue) stand-up humor!
Watching a renegade sorority band of
choral angels dressed and adorned with
enough bling to hypnotize the first five
rows of any theatre, answers the time
old question; how can funny sound this
pretty? (brains and looks- did we mention they’re good?)
Give your spirit a well-deserved gift
with a gala night of clever comedy
and classy caroling that celebrates the
season of light, from the Christmas
tree lights to the Menorah’s candlelight,
and join the Babes for an enchanting,
hysterical and joyful evening of shared
musical traditions, as classic holiday
tunes come to life for all.
General admission tickets are Adults
$33; Seniors (60+) $28; $15 for Students
18+ with Valid ID and Under 18 are
Free. Tickets can be purchased in
advance through the Center’s website
at www.center4art.org or by calling the
box office at (607) 749-4900.
If available, tickets will be sold at the
door on the nights of the performance.
The Center Social Hour begins at 7pm,
offering desserts, coffee, tea, wine and
beer for purchase as a fundraiser for
the Center.
This performance is sponsored by
Economy Paving, The Cortland Beer
Company, WXHC 101.5 FM, The
Cayuga Radio Group, and Linani’s at
the Manor.
The Center for the Arts in Homer,
located at 72 South Main Street in the
village, at the corner of Routes 11 and
90, just off exit 12 of I-81, provides the
region and community with a broad
spectrum of cultural and artistic activities that provide education, enlightenment, and entertainment. While performance is premium at the Center for
the Arts, the Center is an accessible
facility for year-round classes, workshops, exhibits, summer camps, and

conferences devoted to the visual and
performing arts.
THE CAST
SALLY FINGERETT –– www.sallyfingerett.com
Playing, piano, guitar, and bass, Sally
is one of the founding “Mothers” of
The Four Bitchin’ Babes, releasing 5
solo CDs, 9 Bitchin’ Babes CDs, and
has participated in over 20 compilation recording projects! Sally’s song of
compassion and equal rights, “Home Is
Where The Heart Is” has been recorded
by Holly Near, Ronnie Gilbert, and folk
legends, Peter, Paul, and Mary for their
CD and PBS special “Lifelines,” and has
also been published in “Contemporary
Cabaret” a song book celebrating composers Stephen Sondheim, Kander &
Ebb, and Andrew Lloyd Weber.
DEBI SMITH –– www.debismith.com
Playing guitar, piano, and Irish
bodhran (drum), Debi has received
many Washington Area Music Awards
and nominations (Wammies). She has
been a repeat performer on NPR’s
Prairie Home Companion, All Things
Considered, Mountain Stage, and
Radio Smithsonian and appeared on
CBS Sunday Morning, Country Music
Television (CMT), and the soundtrack
of the Ken Burn’s PBS series, “The
National Parks.” Having performed at
such U.S. venues as The Kennedy
Center, Wolftrap, EPCOT Center,
Philadelphia’s Keswick, and L.A.’s
Wadsworth Theaters, Debi has also
toured as far away as Russia.
DEIRDRE FLINT –– www.deirdreflint.
com
Playing guitar, bass, and piano, Deirdre
hangs out at the intersection where folk
music and stand-up comedy collide.
Lauded by The New York Times and
The Christian Science Monitor, Billboard
Magazine says “Flint is a crack-you-up
lady who knows how to deliver underdog messages with panache.” With
two CD projects to her credit, she has
performed at The Kennedy Center, The
Philadelphia Folk Festival, and has won
such premier songwriting contests as
The Kerrville Folk Festival and Falcon
Ridge. Her wildly popular anthem “The
Boob Fairy” has been featured on FX’s
Nip/Tuck, while other up to the minute comedy commentary songs have
been included in Ireland’s “What Not
to Wear,” TLC’s “A Dating Story,” Great

Why do we need this plan?
According to new data from the
USDA Census of Agriculture, the
average age of our state’s farmers is now 57.1 years. There are
two farmers aged 65 and older for
each one under age 35. This and
other factors lead to farmland being
lost forever to development. About
50,000 acres of farmland were lost
in New York in each of the last five
years, the federal agency reported.
I want to reverse that trend and
help family farms stay in the family.
In order to help achieve that goal a
pair of grant programs, specifically geared toward helping budding
farmers with the financial roadblocks they sometimes face, are
now available.
The New York State New Farmers
Grant Fund – which offers grants of
up to $50,000 for eligible beginning
farmers participating in the production of an agricultural product at
commercial farm operations statewide. Eligible project costs include
leasing or purchasing farm machinery and equipment; constructing
or expanding farm buildings or
systems; and purchasing supplies
such as root stock, seed or fertilizBritain’s “Spendaholics,” and the documentary, or if you will frockumentary
“Always a Bridesmaid.”
MARCY MARXER –– www.cathyandmarcy.com
This formidable (and Blond!) multiinstrumentalist, studio musician, performer, and songwriter is a two-time
GRAMMY® winner having worked with
acts ranging from Pete Seeger and
Tom Paxton to Mary Chapin Carpenter
and Eva Cassidy. Her virtuosity on
the acoustic & electric guitar, fourstring banjo, mandolin, ukulele, and
percussion has landed her on The
Today Show, NPR’s Morning Edition,
and All Things Considered. Performing
on stages in Japan, New Zealand,
Australia, Canada, and the US coast to
coast, Marcy is a stellar recording “session player” recording on soundtracks
such as Emmy Award winning specials
for National Geographic, projects for
AT&T, McGraw Hill and performances at the Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts AND The Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame.

er. More information and the application (deadline to apply is January
28, 2015) is available on the New
York Empire State Development
(ESD) website at http://esd.
n y. g o v / B u s i n e s s P r o g r a m s /
NewFarmersGrantFund.html.
The
Young
Farmers
Loan
Forgiveness Incentive Program –
which provides loan forgiveness
awards for students who earn an
agricultural degree from a State
University of New York (SUNY)
college or university, including the
College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences at Cornell University, and
work in New York State agriculture
for at least five years after graduation. More information and the
application (deadline to apply is
December 15,2014) is available
on the state Higher Education
Service Corporation (HESC) website at http://www.hesc.ny.gov/
pay-for-college/financial-aid/typesof-financial-aid/nys-grants-scholarships-awards/new-york-stateyoung-farmers-loan-forgivenessincentive-program.html.
The biggest single obstacle to starting a farm business is the high cost
of land, equipment and supplies for
starting farmers. Long-time farmers
face pressure to sell to developers for higher prices than can be
gained from keeping land in farming, lenders can be wary of extending credit to untested new farmers,
and the state’s tax code makes
it difficult for farmers to pass on
their business to the next generation. “Young Farmers NY” seeks to
help prospective farmers overcome
these obstacles.
Along with the new grant programs,
I also helped direct new tax relief
to farmers as part of the 2014-15
state budget through an increase
in the estate tax threshold from $1
million to $5.25 million over a period of three years. This reform of
the estate tax, a long-standing priority of the New York Farm Bureau
and other farming advocates, will
encourage farm preservation from
generation to generation and will
impact approximately 2,800 family
farms throughout the state.
Farms are very often a family business. I want to make sure that
fathers, mothers, and grandparents
are able to pass that business down
to the next generation. To do that,
we need to address the high costs
associated with the profession and
help ready our young farmers so
they can succeed in an evolving economy. These new grant
programs, along with other elements of ‘Young Farmers NY’ will
help strengthen our state’s leading industry and encourage more
young people to pursue careers in
agriculture.
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Hill of Beans Christmas Tree Farm in Its 20th Year

From the Archives . . .

Homer Academy - After the Fire
The Bean Family

Happy Tree Buyers at "Hill of Beans"
The Hill of Beans Christmas Tree
Farm is in it's 20th year of operation.
Family owned and operated with Steve,
Karen and their sons, Brandon and
Kyle. The Bean family began with a
plan to re-forest unused fields by providing Christmas trees, wildlife habitat
and recreation. The Hill of Beans Tree
Farm has grown over the years with the
help our family, extended families and
friends.
Our farm is the closest tree farm to
Homer-Cortland. The main focus is to
provide all families and the young at
heart with a fun and memorable experience. We’d like to give the community
a sense that our farm is “not just where
you get your Christmas tree, it’s an
Adventure!”
When visiting the warming barn you’ll
find an antique wood stove, cookies and
hot cocoa for everyone. The barn is full
of beautiful wreaths and centerpieces.
The outside fire pit is a big hit!
We’re especially excited this year as
our trees are at their peak! Hundreds of
beautiful 6-8 ft. trees in a variety of species, as well as much taller and much
shorter trees; a size and shape for all.
If you’re interested in cutting your own
tree, there are handsaws and sleds
for easy harvest. There are also precut trees at the barn for easy drive up.
Pricing includes all taxes and tree baling
for easy transport.
Our very popular Hill of Beans Tree
Tunnel is colorful and fun. When following the signs you find a treat from
Santa's Mailbox.
New this year:
• Visit our web page: www.hillofbeanstreefarm.com to see pictures from
previous years, fun for kids, directions,

solar operation, etc.
• Special events offered every day we
are open this year!
December 6th Saturday: Marshmallow
roast at outside fire-pit 1:00-3:00pm
December 7th Sunday: Santa Claus
sightings 10:00am–4:00pm (all day)
December 13th Saturday: Hot-dog
roast at outside fire-pit 12:00-2:00pm
December 14th Sunday: Santa Claus
sightings 10:00am–4:00pm (all day)
December 20th Saturday: Christmas
Bunnies meet and greet 10:00am–
4:00pm (all day)
December 21st Sunday: Tree Shearing
demonstrations, every hour 11:00am–
2:00pm
• Solar powered: we are twice as green!
The sun grows our trees and also supplies our electricity.
Visit us for a fun day in nature
and choose a “just right” locally grown
Christmas Tree at the Hill of Beans,
where it’s “not just a place to get a
Christmas tree, it’s an Adventure!”
Hill of Beans Christmas Tree Farm
5405 Chapman Road, Cortland, NY
13045
Phone: 607-345-4199
Open first 3 weekends in December,
10:00am–4:00pm
www.hillofbeanstreefarm.com
Like us on our Facebook page: Hill of
Beans Christmas Tree Farm

Sweeney, Quinlan Travel to Gettysburg for
Lincoln Symposium

Homer residents, David Quinlan
and Martin Sweeney, with an oil portrait of President Abraham Lincoln in
tow, recently traveled to Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. The two men were invited to participate in the 19th annual Lincoln Forum Symposium held at
the Wyndham Hotel in Gettysburg on
November 16 – 18. The Lincoln Forum
is an assembly of people who share
a deep interest in the life and times
of Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War
era. Sweeney is a lifetime member of
the Forum and a retired Homer history teacher. Quinlan is an artist and art
educator in Marathon Central School
with expertise on the life and work
of Lincoln portraitist Francis Bicknell
Carpenter.
Through a roster of activities and projects including symposia, tours, student
essay competitions, teacher scholarships, a newsletter, and annual awards
to recognize special contributions to
the field of Lincoln studies, the Forum
endeavors to enhance the understanding and preserve the memory of
Abraham Lincoln.
The theme of this year’s symposium was “The People Say Lincoln!
Fighting for Military and Political Victory
in 1864.” For this fifth year of a six-year
focus on the Civil War Sesquicentennial
(2010 - 2015), Quinlan and Sweeney
were invited by the Forum’s ViceChairman and eminent Lincoln scholar
(47 books published) Harold Holzer to
participate in a breakout session on the
last day. Their topic was Lincoln’s Gift
from Homer, New York: A Painter, an
Editor, and a Detective, after the title
of the book by Sweeney published in
2011. Emphasis was placed on Francis
Bicknell Carpenter’s iconic image of
President Lincoln in The First Reading
of the Emancipation Proclamation
before the Cabinet, a 9’ by 15’ oil on
canvas painting completed by Homerborn Carpenter during six months in the
White House in 1864.
The breakout session was facili-

tated by Wendy Allen, a Forum member who operates an artist’s gallery in
Gettysburg devoted exclusively to portraits she has done of Lincoln. Quinlan
brought the large portrait he crafted of
Lincoln that he donated to the Alumni
House of S.U.N.Y. College at Cortland
from which both he and Sweeney graduated. Sweeney brought a print of the
painting by Carpenter and a photo of
the artist among other visual aids for
the discussion on the contribution made
by Carpenter 150 years ago, along
with roles played by William Osborn
Stoddard, the assistant personal secretary to President Lincoln, and Eli
DeVoe, the detective who thwarted
an assassination plot against Lincoln
in 1861. All three were native-sons of
Homer.
Sweeney said it was a delightful
experience and an honor to participate
in the book signing event and to be
listed on the program with the likes of
Holzer, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian
James McPherson, Catherine Clinton,
Jonathan White, Craig Symonds, and
Frank Williams. Sweeney confirmed
with Williams, the Chairman of the
Forum, that he would be coming to
Homer in early June to lecture as part
of the traveling exhibit on “Lincoln and
the Constitution during the Civil War.”
This event is being arranged by the
Cortland County Historical Society in
conjunction with the Homer Center for
the Arts.
The Lincoln Forum Symposium is
always held on the eve of the anniversary
of President Lincoln’s visit to Gettysburg
on November 19, 1863, when he dedicated the Soldier’s Cemetery “with
a few appropriate remarks.” Those
remarks have since been immortalized as Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address in
which he reminded the nation that the
war to preserve the nation was also a
war to bring “a new birth of freedom”
to an enslaved race. Carpenter from
Homer captured Lincoln as “The Great
Emancipator” on the painting that now
hangs in the U.S. Capitol Building.
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Memories of Morotai, Malaria, and Matsuda

Logging

1b15

& Firewood

By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian
Part 1 of a 2 part Series
A while back, I was provided a twopage, undated document that had
been typewritten by the man who had
been my barber in my youth, the affable, ever smiling “Bill” Dillon. I found it
to be an interesting description of his
experience in the military during World
War II, of which I had never heard
him talk. It seems to be a letter to
another veteran. With his permission,
it is shared here. This is the first of two
installments.
Schuyler (Bill) Dillon, 32737897, 14
Warren St., Homer, N.Y.
Vol. for draft January 22, 1943
Active duty January 29, 1943
Basic training at Kearns, Utah
Kearns, Utah to Hammer Field, Calif.
Fort Logan back to Hammer Field
Hammer Field to Camp Pinedale, Calif.
I was assigned to the 515th Hdqtrs.
Unit at Pinedale as a Baseball player
for the Post team. I signed up as a
replacement for the 7th Radio Sq. with
a friend of mine, Ed Schlechter, who
also worked in Hdqtrs. We came home
for a 30 day furlough and on our return
I was assigned to Hdqtrs. Supply under
Sgt. Perkins and Ed went to Hdqtrs.
Office as a clerk. I think at the time
the Det. Teams were out on maneuvers but shortly after were alerted to
leave. We didn’t have much time to
get acquainted so not too many knew
us. I remember hearing that most of
the members of the teams had been
together for quite some time, radio
schools, training, etc.
The POE, boat ride, submarine
alert, two meals a day, the poor guys
seasick, and the chow are treasured
memories today, but at the time something else. After our short stop at
Finschhafen [a town and port in eastern Papua New Guinea, in southwest-

ern Pacific Ocean]
then on to Hollandia [a
town on the northern
coast of New Guinea]
I settled in with Hdqtrs.
Supply. I don’t remember but I’m sure your
different teams had
been already sent out
to the islands. Not too
long after our arrival at Hollandia Sgt.
Perkins told me to pack up as I was
being sent to Det. #3 to replace your
supply Sgt., a guy by the name of
Purcell. Maybe you remember him.
Since this was my first plane ride, it is
one I’ll always remember: a C-46 cargo
plane loaded with equipment, metal
landing strip, just clearing the jungle on
takeoff, no parachutes (I wouldn’t jump
anyway), and a landing at Morotai [one
of Indonesia's northernmost islands].
I couldn’t seem to recognize anyone I
really knew in your outfit but soon met
Suetsuki Toyofuku, Oscar our cook,
and also some of the body-builders. I
remember at one time Lt. Webb decided the men needed more exercise and
wanted everybody to play volleyball.
About six of us who refused had to
take machetes and cut back the jungle
around our area. I have a few pictures of
this. I picked up Malaria for the first time
at Morotai and was sent to the hospital
with a Matsuda I think. I remember how
bad he looked. I guess I was the same;
it knocked the hell out of me. I lost
quite a lot of weight and weaker than
a wet cat but was glad when they let
me come back to camp. I had a couple
more relapses while there but didn’t go
to the hospital again. When we were in
Leyte [an island in the Visayas group of
the Philippines] waiting to come home I
got it real bad but stayed in the tent and
knocked it out myself. Bad stuff.
Part 2 - December 18 issue

Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

Reasonable Rates • Highest Prices Paid
Quality Property Management
Logging Large & Small Lots

Michael Thayer
607.372.1023

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

●Wedding Receptions ●Wedding Showers
●Birthday Parties ●Graduation Parties
●Family Reunions ●Work Parties
●Group Organizations ●Fundraisers
5b15

Please contact 607-310-8852
A

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins.
Call 607-753-7003 for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.
The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________

John Hartsock was in China recently. He lectured at the South China
University of Technology in the School of Journalism and Mass
Communication in the city of Guangchou. In the West it is called it Canton,
as in Cantonese Chinese food. In the photo, he is accompanied by two
Chinese students, Yoyo on the left, and "Mary" on the right. Mary seems
quite entranced with the Homer News. Chinese students who speak
English like to take American names. We were visiting the Family Chen
temple in Guangchou.

1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Jim Hopkins

1b15

Financial Advisor

1c15

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12b14

Kathy’s Cleaning

12B13

&

OrganiZing


Kathy Grummons
please call

315.696.8918

607-662-4557

1a15

12B14

12b14
9b14

Steven Dafoe
Professional

Full Range of Services:
Removals • Stump Grinding
Backhoe • Snow Plowing

Lisa M. Loomis, LCSW
2 Wall Street
Homer, NY 13077

Tel: 607.261.1858
Fax: 607.527.7197

Like my page on
Facebook

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

11B14

lisaloomis.lcsw@gmail.com

Office: (607) 749-6814

12b14

PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

We have the space for your event!
top
Call or S
!
a
d
o
by T y

12B14

12b14

Tartan Acres LLC
Brenda & Ken Clark
707 Houghton Hill Road
Homer, New York 13077

Graduation & Alumni Parties-Birthday Parties
Executive & Corporate Conferences-Education Classes
Training Seminars-Health & Craft Fairs-Social Groups
Retirement Parties-Baby Showers-Family Reunions
Class Reunions-Cultural Meetings-Fundraising Events
Wedding Showers & Receptions-Religious Meetings

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307

Fully Equipped Seminar/Training Classrooms & Banquet Hall
Free Parking-Centrally Located-Reasonable Rental Rates

131 Port Watson Street Cortland NY 13045
Call: 607-753-1477 Email: w2otg@verizon.net

Alpaca Sales, Boarding, Breeding & Quality Fiber Products

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

SUPER CREAM

Tom Niederhofer

DAIRY BAR

Custom Homes & Remodeling

Homemade hard ice cream
Check out our food menu!

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

75 North West Road—Route 281

607-749-3348

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

Hours: 11am - 9 pm Wed thru Sun
Closed: Monday & Tuesday
(607) 749-5332 •

Fax: (607) 749-5740

12b14
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HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Service Work
Licensed Master Plumber

10B14

Lynn Hughston - Owner • Jill Jones - Office Manager
5056 State Route 41 • Homer, New York 13077

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy
Therapeutic Touch-Personalized Hypnosis Sessions

Elizabeth Brewster House

Smoking Cessation-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main Street • Homer, NY

12b14

607-749-2442

Homer, NY 13077

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5B15

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12B14

Moira McMahon RNBC
Healing Arts Network
607.745.4325

Services offered at The Dharma Center . 55 Port Watson St Cortland

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland
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American Legion Commander in Cortland County

Dickens Christmas
Returns to
Skaneateles

IIn Skaneateles, it's always a Dickens
of a Christmas.
For each of the last 21 years, Charles
Dickens has spent a month in this
charming lakeside village, gathering
research for his soon-to-be written
classic "A Christmas Carol."
On village streets, he encounters Scrooge, Tiny Tim, the Ghosts
of Christmas Past and Present, the
Ghost of Jacob Marley, President John
Tyler, and a bevy of other characters
ranging from finishing school girls to
pickpockets.
Magic, music and merriment prevail,
as the revels play and guests ride by
in horse–drawn carriages.
Why does he return to Skaneateles
year after year?

New York State American Legion
Commander Frank Peters visited the
American Legion Posts in Cortland
County in November. After a luncheon
at the Homer Post, Commander Peters
and his group visited the CNY Living
History Center before they went on to
Cortland and the other Posts.
The Commander of the American
Legion Auxiliary and the 1st Vice
Commander of the Cortland city Post
489 also toured the various museum
components of the Center.
Commander
Peters
and
the
Commander of the Auxiliary are both
residents of Staten Island. He served
in the US Navy from 1981 to 1985.
During that time the American Embassy
in Lebanon was attacked and several
US Marines were killed. After his discharge from the Navy, he became a
Captain on the Staten Island Ferry, a
position he retired from recently. The
commemorative pin he gave to several

Legion members features the Statue
of Liberty and the Staten Island Ferry,
both very important in his life.
The pin of the auxiliary Commander
features the Verrazano Narrows
Bridge, signifying Staten Island's connection to New York city and the rest
of New York State.
Commander Peters spoke at length
of the focus of the American Legion
and of its history. The Legion started
after World War 1 to provide a voice
for veterans who had served in the
war and who were not receiving any
benefits or help in re-entering civilian
life. They had gone to war, served,
and came home to find getting a job
difficult, if not impossible. Meanwhile,
those who had not served, stayed
home and had secure jobs. This put
the returning veterans at a disadvantage.
Once the American Legion was

"It is the unfathomable connection
to that human condition of joy that
comes with the spirit of giving, which
is so abundant in this delightful little
started, the organization was able to
hamlet," says producing director Jim
influence the US Congress to provide
Greene, who has played Dickens for
benefits for veterans who had served
more than a decade.
in declared wars. It took many years
for the G.I. Bill to eventually be enact"It is the festive decor and the cheerful
ed. Once it was enacted, it eventually
demeanor of all who visit with famcovered veterans who had served in
ily and friends to share the warmth of
the Spanish-American War and other
community. It is the elemental beauty
declared wars.
of the frozen waters and snow-draped
roofs highlighted by the crisp, bright
The American Legion continues to blue sky.
lobby Congress to provide for returning
service members. It is one of the largest "As long as I am able, I shall return
organizations in the US, with 117,000 again and again to wrap myself in
members in New York State. Anyone the warm blanket that is Christmas in
who has served in the last 25 years is
eligible to join the American Legion.
Dickens - page 2

IF YOU WANT TO PAY FULL PRICE,
THAT’S YOUR BUSINESS.
IF YOU WANT THE BEST PRICE,

THAT’S OUR BUSINESS!...

HILL of BEAN’S
CHRISTMAS TREE

First 3 weekends in December
Hours Open: 10am - 4pm
Tax
& Tree Baling Included
FARM
Pre-Cut Trees - specially marked
Choose & Cut = $37-Taller than 8ft = $40
Warming Barn with Hot Cocoa & Cookies
New H.O.B. Tree Tunnel
Traditional Wreathes Available in Barn
(all custom greeneries must be called in to 607- 345-4199)

Closest Tree Farm to Cortland & Homer Area

It’s not just where you get Call us at (607) 345-4199
Like us on FACEBOOK!
your Christmas Tree,
Check out our website at:
it’s an adventure!
hillofbeanstreefarm.com

DETROIT JACKET
$
98

49

BIG & TALLS $54.98

4 Miles North of Cortland on Rt.13-turn left on Searles Rd-follow the signs!

BUBBLE
JACKETS
98
19
MEN”S ONLY

$

SELECT GROUP

DENALI
JACKET
$
00

179

BUGABOO
98

134

$

BIG & TALLS $139.98

Main St., Homer
Mon. - Fri. 8:30-7:30, Sat. 8:30-5, Sun. 12-4
visit us at ☛www.homermensandboys.com

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!
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Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

Roy and Cathy Stone took a trip to North Carolina and then to Tenn. They went
to Nashville while they were there and went to the shop of the TV show The
American Pickers. The shop is called Antique Archaeology. What a lot of fun to
see some of the items that have been collected during the show and then placed
for sale in the shop.

