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Basketball Champs of 50 Years Ago Honored

Bill Moon; Terry Goddard; John Reif, Mgr; John Preston, Pat Brown; JV Coach Bill Lindberg;
Pete Hoffman, Paul Gower, Gerry Lawrence

Homer's Championship basketball team of 1964-65 was honored last week at
halftime of the varsity game against Oswego. With a record of 19-2, the team
won the Section 4 Class A title by beating Whitney Point 54-43 in the title game
at Cornell's Barton Hall.
The team members present reminisced about those days playing for their coach
George Butts. MVP Paul Gower still lives in Homer, as do several of the members
of that team.
This is expected to be the last season of basketball in the existing gym. A new
gym is planned for an addition to the High School building, and the administration
thought it fitting to honor the Championship Team of 50 years ago.
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Around Town

The Readers Write

Mayor Suits: "I
4-H Club Says Thanks
Intend to Run Again"
The Voice of the Town
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December 30; Homer Mayor
Genevieve Suits stated today that
she intends to run for re-election
in the March village election. She
is completing her third two-year
term as Mayor. Prior to being elected Mayor, Mrs. Suits served as a
Village Trustee.
When informed of a possible challenge this year, the Mayor responded, "I welcome Ed Finkbeiner to the
Mayoral race. I look forward to a
lively conversation about the issues.
I intend to run on my record as
Mayor so that the voters can make
an informed decision on the direction of our Village. I’m proud of my
record. I think we have moved the
Village forward and will continue to
do so."
The Republican Village Caucus
is scheduled for 7:00 p.m. January
20, 2015 at the Senior Center in the
Town Hall. At the caucus, village
Republicans will choose their candidate for mayor as well as for the
2 Trustee positions that will be up
this year. Trustee Kevin Slack and
Suzanne Riley are the incumbents.

Homer Village Board
At a special meeting of the Homer
Village Board on December 29th Mayor
Genevieve Suits announced that the
Board has rejected the proposals for
the Trash Removal contract had been
rejected. 3 bidders responded, some
choosing not to bid on all of the options.
The Mayor and the board felt that
the prices submitted were too high for
the Village taxpayers to pay. Requests
were sent out to 19 firms in the Central
New York area, with Casella, Syracuse
Haulers, and Blue Moose Sanitation
responding.
The Board has requested new proposals by January 12, 2015 so that
the board can make a decision before
presenting the 2015-2016 budget on
January 15th at a Public Hearing.

Ed Finkbeiner
The New Penn Beefers 4-H club
would like to thank everyone for supporting their wreath fundraiser this
year.
The week of Thanksgiving
turned out to be extra busy for these
4-Hers because they teamed up to
make handmade wreaths. They diligently worked hard to make the balsam wreaths from local brush donated
by Forest Lake Campground. The
4-Hers decorated the wreaths with red
berries and tied them with a bow.
Sales were done door to door and
by selling at a booth on Main Street in
Homer. Homer Men and Boys were
kind enough to support the 4-Hers by
allowing them to have a booth outside
their store. This was a new adventure
for all of them since making wreaths
was not a task that had been previously tackled. They can now add it to
their skill set on an expert level.
Working together towards a goal
is only where 4-H begins. “Engaging
youth to reach their fullest potential
while advancing the field of youth
development” is the 4-H mission. New
Penn Beefers 4-H club works hard to
help connect youth with agriculture.
The money they raised will go towards
paying their way on an educational
trip this March to learn more about
agriculture.
If you are interested in being a part
of 4-H please contact newpennbeefers4hclub@gmail.com or find us on
facebook https://www.facebook.com/
NewPennBeefers.
KJ Laudermilk

Real Truth Campaign Launches
Cortland Area Community That Care
has developed a campaign to build
awareness among parents of youth drug
and alcohol use in Cortland County.
The “real Truth” campaign is currently
focused on building awareness about
alcohol, marijuana and tobacco use,
but will be expanded to touch on other
drugs such as prescription medications,
heroin and methamphetamine.
Each year 6th, 8th, 10th and 12th
graders across Cortland County take
part in the PRIDE Survey to assess
drug and alcohol use. The “real Truth”
campaign educates adults about the
real usage rates of drugs and alcohol among youth and the danger and
consequences associated with these
risky behaviors. The PRIDE Survey
data shows that 34.9% of 9-12 grade
Cortland County students consumed
alcohol in the past 30 days. Data also
shows that 25.3% of Cortland County
9-12 grade students have smoked marijuana in the last 30 days. Alcohol, marijuana and tobacco use among youth in
the past 30 days in Cortland County is
higher than national averages for 10th
and 12th graders. According to the
national Monitoring the Future Survey

Finkbeiner Announces
Run for Mayor

taken in 2013, 7 out of 10 students
(68%) have consumed alcohol by the
end of high school, and 3 out of 10
(28%) have done so by 8th grade. The
goal of the “real Truth” campaign is
to reduce the number of youth using
drugs and alcohol by involving parents
in the prevention process.
The campaign includes print ads,
social media, web, posters, postcards
and will expand into tv and radio ads to
further its reach.
We encourage you to visit our website,
cortlandareactc.org, for more information and for campaign materials. You
can also “Like” us on Facebook, facebook.com/CortlandAreaCTC, to follow
the campaign.

"The Homer Food Pantry
located in the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church
is open every Tuesday from
10AM to 1PM. We serve
Homer residents and families with children enrolled in
Homer Schools."

To Homer Village Residents:
I’m Ed Finkbeiner and I’d like
to introduce myself to you and
to notify you of announce my
intent to run for the position of
Mayor. I’m retired from General
Dynamics where I worked for 25
years. I moved to Homer and
helped start The Homer News
with my daughter Laura, who was
its first editor. I’m active in Rotary
and am a director of Loaves and
Fishes.
The lack of transparency by the
current administration has led me
to make this decision to run. In
order to be placed on the ballot
I need registered Republicans to
attend the Republican caucus
on January 20th at 7:00 pm in
the Senior Center at Town Hall
and to vote for my candidacy as
Mayor. In return for your help
and support I intend to pursue the
following agenda:
My agenda for the village of
Homer is as follows:
- Meet with Town Board to prepare for returning to the Town
Hall
- Fix the garbage pick up issues.
Keep costs as low and fair as
possible
- Work with village departments
to assess current status and capital needs.
- Review village comprehensive
plan for long range planning
- Keep lines of communication
open to village residents
Your ideas and support are
important to me.
Remember,
I need your help in order to be
placed on the ballot. It’s “Time for
New Leadership”.
Thank you,
Ed Finkbeiner

Homer Seniors
Seek Flea Market
Donations
The David Harum Homer Senior Center
is accepting donations for their Flea
Market Fundraiser in February. Your
‘trash’ is our treasure! No clothing
please.
Any items donated for the sale are
to benefit the Homer Senior Center.
Please call 749-2362 for information.
The center is a service of the Nutrition
Program, a unit of the Cortland County
Area Agency on Aging.
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Where Does All
The Money Go?
January the month of bills, bills, bills,
as well as, taxes. The Center for the
Arts also experiences the bills but
fortunately, as a non profit, it does not
have the taxes. The average household relies on weekly or biweekly paychecks to use to make bill payments,
but a non profit income is not as consistent. Donations, grants, sponsors,
memberships and fundraisers are the
top ways for getting money to pay the
ongoing bills.
First, the Board would like
to publicly thank all who made a
donation this year whether directly or
through the Community Foundation.
Donations go directly to paying every
day expenses. Many activities such
as the last Monday night of the month
book club, rainy day Wednesday
concerts in the summer, Imagination
Celebration art displays showing off
Cortland County youth K-12 are free
but the electric and heat are still generated. Donations help offset these
costs and are welcomed at any time.
Grants are used to help maintain the beauty of the Center or for special programming. A prime example of
a project funded thru grants is the restoration of many of the stained glass windows. Some of the free Thurs. night
concerts are paid through grant money
from the Art Culture Foundation and
the Wilkins Foundation. On January
17th a special fundraiser will be held
following a Master Class in performance for local high school seniors.
Chuck Wagoner, a well know actor, will
conduct the class and all the work to
put this presentation together is being
funded by grant money.
Sponsors help offset the
cost of programs, especially the concerts. Without their support the tickets
cost would average $5 to $10 more.
Sponsors are usually businesses but
the Center has been fortunate to have
individuals come forward. If you would
like to be involved with helping to bring
a show to the center’s stage contact a
board member or call Teri at 749-4900
and they can assist you.
There are about 375 current Center for the Arts members.
Memberships run for a year from the
month you join, There are five basic
levels: adult, family, senior,
senior
family and student. A 10% discount for
concert tickets is one of the benefits
you directly receive. An indirect benefit is being a statistic for grant writing.
The income produced is used to pay
those daily bills.
Fundraisers are used to try
to create the extra money needed to
either supplement the grant income,
fund a special project or again just to
pay bills. Many of the Center’s fundraisers involve entertainment. Muddy

2014 FILLED WITH HIGHLIGHTS

EVENTS
CALENDAR

A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L. Seward
As we look back at 2014 and the state
legislative session, there were a number of clear victories for the people of
the State of New York. Many of these
achievements closely followed my list
of priorities that I established at the
start of the year.
For a fourth consecutive year we
passed an on-time state budget that
kept state spending in check, provided
direct property tax relief to homeowners, lowered energy taxes for all ratepayers, eliminated taxes that hurt our
upstate manufacturers, increased the
estate tax exemption to help preserve
small businesses and family farms,
funds the reconstruction of our upstate
roads and bridges, and funnels additional education aid to our neediest
rural schools.
The state budget also focused on specific issues of local concern, including:
Health care - Among the provisions
in the budget were billions of dollars
to ensure quality hospitals and nursing
home facilities, funding for women’s
and family health initiatives, a significantly expanded EPIC program to
help our seniors afford their prescription medications, and new legislation
to help eliminate “surprise” out-ofnetwork medical bills.

Dove is playing at the Center as a fundraiser dance on Jan 24th. On January
30th and February 1st Jack Carr is
directing Mame with many of the cast
from Sound of Music returning. On
March 28th the Center is hosting the 5th
Annual Cabaret. This is always a fun
time with the Tri City Opera, so set the
date aside and get your reservations in
early.
The ongoing fundraiser is the Golden
Ticket. This year the tickets are just
$50 a piece. The drawing will be during
the Cafferty Brothers concert on May
16th. Last year’s winner, who was from
out of town and bought her ticket on a
whim. That night she not only enjoyed
a great concert but won enough money
to pay for her trip, the tickets, and
had fun money leftover. She was so
excited. You never know – the odds
are better than a “dollar and a dream”.
Contact a board member or Teri at 749
4900 to purchase your winning ticket
and increasing your chance at becoming our next big winner.
As always thanks for supporting your
local non profit in whatever manner fits
into your lifestyle.

Physical Therapy

Return to what matters most

Environmental conservation – The
budget helps protect and enhance New
York’s natural resources and invests in
key environmental initiatives that create jobs, increase tourism, and benefit
communities throughout the state. The
budget includes a $9 million increase
to the Environmental Protection Fund
(EPF), bringing the total to $162 million, while also making significant
investments in improvements to state
park facilities and environmental infrastructure.
Agriculture – Vital programs that
mean so much to our upstate farmers will continue. Funding for the
New York Rollover Protection System
(ROPS) Rebate Program, the Maple
Producers Association, the Farm
Viability Institute and several others
was restored by the senate and included in the final agreement.
Outside of the budget, one of the
top issues dealt with in Albany this
year was the growing heroin epidemic. This incredibly addictive drug has
brought many people to their knees
and has left families and communities
crying out for help.
I joined the New York State Senate
Joint Task Force on Heroin and Opioid
Addiction and hosted a task force
forum in my district to solicit input
from local health care professionals,
addiction experts, law enforcement
officials, and concerned citizens. In
all, 18 forums were held across the
state to focus attention on the growing
heroin epidemic.
The forums, which included expert
testimony and real-life stories, clearly
illustrated the need for swift action.
At the forum I hosted, for example, I
heard from addiction specialists, law
enforcement leaders, those in recovery,
and a mother who lost her son to an
addiction related suicide. It was clear,
in my mind, that this destructive heroin
epidemic had to be addressed immediately and a multi-prong strategy was
needed to truly produce results.
The senate approved 23 bills designed
to prevent drug abuse and overdoses,
increase the availability and efficacy
of addiction treatment, and enhance
the tools provided to law enforcement
to keep heroin off the streets. After
negotiations with the assembly and
governor, agreement was reached on
multiple bills which have been signed
into law.

January 23rd - Friday
Art Challenge opening reception/award
performances Center for the Arts Borg
Warner Art Gallery
Jan 23 - Feb 27th
Art Challenge opened 12 - 4 M - F Borg
Warner Art Gallery Come vote for the
People’s Choice Award
January 24 - Saturday
Muddy Dove Fundraiser Dance from 7
-11 Center for the Arts Karen’s Room
tickets at the door price: TBA
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines. January 6, 2015 for the January
15, 2015 issue.

goals were met translating to a better
functioning state, lower taxes for families, better prospects for our farmers,
a more promising business climate,
healthcare upgrades, and an improved
environment to live and raise a family.
As we look ahead to 2015, our state
starts on solid financial footing. In
fact, some recent legal settlements have
provided a windfall that can be used
to upgrade our infrastructure (roads,
bridges, broadband), assist our neediest rural schools, and accelerate and
enhance property tax relief for millions
of New Yorkers. These are just a few
of my thoughts on the coming year. I
will be discussing additional priorities
in the coming weeks. For now, Happy
New Year!

THE CRAWL SPACE

Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com

January 17th - Saturday
Local Sr. High School Students’ Cabaret
-Center for the Arts beginning 8 PM $10
charge at the door.

These are just a few of the victories.
There were many other successes over
the past year, and there is still plenty
of work ahead. Overall, many of my

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!

January 3rd – Saturday
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held from 8am to 1:00pm, at the
Homer 1st United Methodist Church, 16
Cayuga Street (on the Green). A Double
Red Cell Collection unit will be available
at this drive.
Anyone who wishes to donate should
call and make an appointment at
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to: www.redcrossblood.org Folks with appointments
are given first priority, but walk-ins are
welcome.
January 11 - Sunday
Ballroom Dancing with Bess Koval featuring the Foxtrot from 4 -5 Karen’s
Room Center for the Arts minimal
charge

Artigiano Gift’s & Gallery

Hurry in for our

Final Sale Jan 2nd & 3rd!

Have a safe, healthy, & happy 2015!!

25%

We will be closed for the winter season Jan 4th. We want to
thank our customers for all their support in our 2014 Season!
We look forward to seeing you in the Spring of 2015.

5966 Route 281 Little York, NY 13087 607-423-4296

www.thecrawlspaceshoppe.com
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Stories Matter
Bruce has a new hobby, genealogy.
So, now instead of my eyes glazing
over as he talks about the divisions
among the Amish and Mennonites,
my eyes glaze over as he talks about
Judson Charles Cook, or Charles J.
Cook, or whatever relative he is currently trying to track down. He stares
at census records trying to detect who
was who, when they were born, married, or died. I should be interested,
but somehow the dates and names
all become a blur to me. Besides, I
don’t have to go back very far and my
ancestors lived and died in Sweden or
Finland, so tracking them down seems
like an enormous task.
But occasionally, between the 1870
census and the 1880 one, someone
disappears – a wife or a child. “What
happened to them?” I ask. “I don’t
know,” he says, “they must have died.”
How I want to know? Maybe in childbirth? And what happen to the kids,
then? Were they farmed out to relatives? Until he found a new wife. The
census gives the numbers. She was
here. And then she wasn’t. But, I want
the story. Which if no one gives me, I
will have to make up for myself.
My favorite Christmas story is
Newsletter by Connie Willis. The protagonist comes from a family that
believes in Christmas newsletters.
Everyone sends them. And the story
starts at Thanksgiving, when the protagonist announces nothing has happened this year so she won’t be sending a Christmas newsletter. Because
really they are either boring, or bragging, but never truly exciting. Maybe,
she suggests, much to her mother’s
horror, people should make stuff up to
make their letters more interesting.
But then things start to happen.
Things involving a little romance, and
good will, and aliens. All which make
for a great story – Christmas or otherwise. So what, I wonder, is the point of
genealogy without the story? I want a
little excitement, with some tears, and
some romance, and maybe even some
aliens.
Really, I’d rather my family wasn’t
just dirt poor farmers who came to the
US for a better life (although, I’m glad
they did.) And maybe I don’t want them
to have been dropped here by aliens.
But a few swashbucklers in the crowd
wouldn’t be amiss. A bit more good
winning over evil would go a long way.
I feel the same way about New Year’s
resolutions. I want a little less, “I need
to lose some weight,” and a lot more
“saving the world from alien invaders.” Because whether it’s Christmas
newsletters, genealogy, or New Year’s
Resolutions, we need a good story.
We need to read them, write them,
tell them. If we don’t know the facts,
we can make them up. Throw in a
little romance (not too much), a little

adventure (but no tragedies, please), a
little – no, a lot of humor. A few aliens,
dragons, or other magical creatures
wouldn’t be amiss either. Because
we aren’t Joe Friday, the facts aren’t
enough. We need more than dates,
times, and names. Stories matter.

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time

Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
Jan 7th - Party
Jan. 14th- Hippos & Rhinos
Jan. 21st - Imagination
Jan. 28th - Hats & Mittens

Rockin’ Readers

Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is on Wednesday
afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy
will be offering a fun program with stories, crafts, games, and songs. There
are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes
are:
Jan 7th- Fairy Tales
Jan. 14th - Hippos & Rhinos
Jan. 21st - Tedd Arnold
Jan. 28th - Hats & Mittens

Maker Space Open Hours

The library’s MakerSpace is open
every Tuesday from 5pm – 8 pm
and most Wednesdays from 6-8 pm.
LEGOS Mindstorm and Story Starter
sets, Cricut Explore, the digital drawing
tablet, and building kits and equipment
are available for use. Sign up to use
the 3-D printer and digitizer. 3-D printer
sign-ups are also available at other
times. Call the library for information.
We are also hosting MakerSpace
Demonstration nights. Demo Night
are on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month. Tuesday, January 20th at 6:30
pm is our first with a demonstration of
beading.
We’re always looking for volunteers
to supervise and offer demonstrations,
so be sure to stop by the library and let
us know what skills and hobbies you
want to share.

Lego Club getting started!

We’re going to be hosting monthly
Lego Clubs at the library starting in
January. The club for 1st and 2nd graders will be the 2nd Monday of each
month from 4-5 pm. The club for 3rd
and 4th graders will be the 4th Monday
of each month from 4-5 pm. Space is
limited, so stop by the library to sign
up.
The first meeting for 1st and 2nd graders will be Jan. 12th.
The first meeting for 3rd and 4th graders will be Jan. 26th.

Broadway and Beyond in Homer
On Saturday, January 17, 2015 at 8:00
PM, Broadway star Chuck Wagner will
present a cabaret concert performance
as a fund-raiser for the Center for the
Arts of Homer entitled Broadway and
Beyond. Mr. Wagner will join with
multi-talented high school juniors and
seniors from the Cortland area to present an evening of Broadway show
tunes that will delight audience members of all ages. All tickets are priced
at only $10.00 per person.
Among his many theatrical performances Mr. Wagner has performed
on Broadway and in Toronto, Canada
as the Beast in Disney’s Beauty
and the Beast. He was in the original Broadway company of Into the
Woods, he has played the roles of both
Inspector Javert and Jean Valjean on
Broadway in Les Miserables, he spent
four years as the Ringmaster for the
Ringling Brothers and Barnum and
Bailey Circus and performed the roles
of Jekyll and Hyde in the national tour
of Jekyll and Hyde.
On the day prior to the cabaret
Mr. Wagner will work with seventeen
school students and their teachers from
seven area schools; Tully, Moravia,
Groton, Cincinnatus, Homer, Cortland
and Marathon. That will be in a Master
Class format sponsored by the BOCES
Arts-In-Education program through the
Center for Instruction, Technology and
Innovation. He will talk about the audition process, will review his career as a
performer and will critique the students
on their performances. The students

New SciFi/Fantasy Book Club

Not enough swords and sorcery
in your life? Not enough good triumphing over evil? Well, we can help
with that. Starting in January, the
third Wednesday of the month is your
chance to get your fantasy, dragon,
magic-wielding, space travel, swashbuckling fix. Open to teens and adults,
this book discussion promises to be
fun, but only those who can discuss
dragons and time travel seriously.
First meeting, Wednesday, January
21 at 6:30 pm. The book for discussion
is The Throne of Glass by Sarah Maas.
“After she has served a year of hard
labor in the salt mines of Endovier for
her crimes, Crown Prince Dorian offers
eighteen-year-old assassin Celaena
Sardothien her freedom on the condition that she act as his champion in a
competition to find a new royal assassin.” Female assassins kicking serious
butt! You gotta love it!

Teen Writers’ Group and Film
Club

If you are between 6th and 12th grade
and you love to write, or make movies, consider joining the Teen Writers’
Group, or Teen Film Club. Both groups
meet on Tuesdays. The Teen Writers
group meets from 3:30 until 4:30 pm,

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ FLGD

will then work with Mr. Wagner to
prepare the cabaret Broadway and
Beyond for presentation to the public
on the following night.
William S. Locke of Cortland and
Greg McQuaid of Dryden are producing the Broadway Cabaret. The performers will be accompanied by pianist
Marina Gorelaya of Homer with choreography by Nikki Zeches of Studio Z in
Cortland.
Be sure to get your tickets early for
this unique family-friendly entertainment.
followed by the Teen Film club which
meets from 4:30 until 5:30 pm.
The writers’ group works on all elements of fiction writing and all genres,
from fantasy to mystery and beyond.
The film club is working on a new film
with members acting as screenwriters,
actors, directors and editors. Join the
fun!

Help with Nooks, Kindles,
and Downloadable books

Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Mondays, and Thursdays from
3-4 pm and can help you check out
and download e-materials. They can
also help with other computer questions. Call ahead, to make an appointment, or drop by.
For more information about any of
our programs call 749-4616 or check
out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday		
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Benson Davis Insurance

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fingerlakesconstruction.com
m

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

The Homer News • January 1. 2015 •5

VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 8AM-9PM • SUNDAY 8AM-8PM

7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311•Prices Effective Monday Jan 11.-Saturday Jan. 17 2015

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEAT Quality You Can Depend On
Sugardale, Bone-In

73% Lean

Ham
Portions

1
$ 28
2
$ 98
4

Center Cut

Boneless Beef

Bottom Round
Roast

lb.

3
$ 48
1
5/$
5

Applewood
or Pit Style Ham

$ 48
Fresh, All Natural

Split Fryer
Chicken Breast

lb.

USDA Grade A
Banquet, Links or Patties

Brown n Serve
Sausage

lb.

lb.

Honeysuckle White,
Deli Sliced

Honey Mesquite
Turkey Breast
Sandridge, Deli Fresh

Steakhouse
Potato Salad

Select Varieties

Betty Crocker
Cake Mixes

5/$

15.25-16.25 oz.

5/$

18.3-18.4 oz.

Shurfine Egg Noodles

5

88
88¢

12 oz.

Shurfine Spaghetti Sauce

24 oz.

Gain Dish Soap

88¢
2/$
4

9 oz.

Several Varieties

Shurfine Salad Dressing

16 oz.

FROZEN

$

28.2-32.7 oz.

Shurfine French Fries

3

3/$

Several Flavors

24-32 oz.

Select Varieties

Pepperidge Farms Cakes

$

19.6 oz.

3

5

99

Shurfine Strawberries 16 oz. tub2/$

5

2/$

Shurfine

20 oz.

1

5

$ 79

88
$ 39
2
2/$
6
2/$
4

ea.
64 oz.

Cinnamon Rolls

10-16 oz.

2
$ 99
1

$ 99

24 oz.

1

$ 99

15 oz.

2/$

15 oz.

PRODUCE

Shurfine

Several Varieties

11.75-13 oz.

Corned Beef or Roast Beef Hash

Kraft Shredded Cheese

1 FREE

5

Hormel Kitchen

Select Varieties

BUY 1, GET

12 oz.

Hormel Chili With Beans

Shurfine Orange Juice

20-22 oz.

5/$

Shurfine Syrup

Select Varieties

King, Ranch or Split Top Wheat Bread

1 lb.

Heinz
Gravy

Chocolate or Strawberry

Shurfine Greek Yogurt

Stroehmann’s

Italian Bread

Select Flavors

Select Varieties

BREAD

Weight Watchers Bread

¢

DAIRY

99

Beef, Turkey or Chicken

¢ Chips Ahoy Cookies

Several Flavors

Self Rising Pizza

88

Milk Chocolate or Fudge

5

Shurfine

Shurfine
Lasagna

Betty Crocker
Brownie Mix

lb.

lb.

6.4 oz.

GROCERY Great Buys In Every Aisle
Select Varieties

4
$ 18
5
$ 78
4

$ 38

lb.

lb.

Pork Loin Chops
or Country Style Spareribs

Russer’s, Deli Sliced

Ground
Beef

$ 58

Water Added

DELI

¢

Dole Premium

Classic blend Salad Mix

88¢
$ 98
2
$ 98
2
2/$
3

12 oz.

Fresh, Plump

Imported Blueberries pint
Garden Fresh

8 oz.

Red, Yellow or Orange Peppers lb.

8 ct.

Mushrooms

Whole

pint

ICE CREAM

Several Varieties

Shurfine Premium Ice Cream
Several Varieties

Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream
Shurfine

Ice Cream or Fudge Bars

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING WITH US!

ATM AVAILABLE

48 oz.
Pints
12 pk.

5

6
2/$
9
2/$
5
2/$

6 • January 1, 2015 • The Homer News			

When a Circus Came to Town in 1935
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian
At the time of the passing of Charlie R. “Jug” Crosley of Carroway Hill Road,
Homer, in 2012, the following news articles were brought to my attention that
reported an event involving Crosley as a twelve year old and some other Homer
lads. There is something about these news clippings from the summer of 1935
that makes one nostalgic and leaves one wondering if youngsters in the age of
the Internet and videogames still play outdoors, explore Nature, and creatively
enjoy the realm of the imagination.
The first is a one-paragraph announcement:

Boys Preparing Circus
For Friday, Saturday

Arthur Blanden, Donald Huttleston and Charles Crosley are having a circus at
the Huttleston home, 6 South William Street, on Friday and Saturday of this week
and great preparations were being made for the event which is attracting attention of boys and girls throughout the village. The performances start promptly at
2.
The event took place on August 2 and was found to be as worthy of coverage
by the local newspaper the following day as one of Homer’s old traveling circus
shows managed by Sig Sautelle:

Boys Put ‘Big Top’ to Shame
With Rare Circus Stunts
Three Homer Youths Show Freaks in Back
Yard Exhibition – Crowd Attends

Homer, Aug.3 – A circus was given yesterday afternoon by three Homer boys
before a series of audiences which totaled 60 persons, many of them adults.
Donald Huttleston, in whose back yard the circus was given, Arthur Blanden and
Charles Crosley, were barkers, side-show men and performers. They were so
pleased with yesterday’s turnout that they repeated the show today.
Persons who went into the side show to see the freaks shouted “fake” when
the exhibit of a “horse flying through glass” developed to be a horse fly in a glass
tumbler. Crosley worked this Barnum act on the unsuspecting neighborhood.
On exhibition were collections of moths, shells, birds’ eggs from 20 species,
fossils, nests, insects, and in the live collection, a goat, Guinea pig, rabbits, bantam chickens, a 36-inch milk snake, salamanders, deer mice, native fish, water
bugs and frogs.
The acts by the trio included a snake charming exhibition by Blanden, a clown
act, and as a finale, a hula hula dance, in which the youths were togged out in
skirts made of cat tail reeds and necklaces of maple leaves.
The boys had borrowed rugs to make side walls for their tent, and had also
borrowed benches used on the village green for the comfort of the spectators. It
was certainly worth the price asked, all declared. The boys collected two cents
for the main show and one cent for the side shows.

Landmark Society Receives Gift of Sleigh
This sleigh was given to
the Landmark Society In
Memory of Leo Joseph
Dwyer. Given by His Wife,
Patricia L. Dwyer.
The sleigh is temporarily stored in Homer until a
proper venue for displaying
it is secured.
Judging by the recent
weather forecasts, there
will not be much need for
the sleigh for a while.

Homer’s (Far-Fetched?) Gift to Sir
Winston Churchill
John A. Gustafson, PhD
Herbert Barber Howe’s biography of
Jedediah Barber contains a wealth of
information. Not only do we learn that
“Uncle Jed” owned and operated the
Great Western Store on Main Street
in Homer (the K-Mart of nineteenth
century Central New York), but we
discover interesting information about
the academy on the Green. One page
of the biography shows the 1828 roster of students at the Cortland (later
Homer) Academy. Listed among the
“ladies” are the names of two young
women from Pompey, NY, with the surname “Jerome” -- Mary Jerome and
Julia P. Jerome. Knowing that Winston
Churchill’s mother was Jennie Jerome
and that her father, Leonard Jerome,
was born in Pompey, NY, in 1818, it
seemed possible that, in addition to the
two young ladies mentioned in the roster, Jennie Jerome might have attended
school in Homer as well.
However, Jennie was not born until
1854. Her father by then had become a
wealthy businessman, and Jennie was
born in Brooklyn.
We are indebted to Ms. Sarah Kozma,
Research Specialist at the Onondaga

County Historical Association, for tracing Jennie’s family back to Samuel
and Lucy Jerome. Their son John was
grandfather to the two women enrolled
in Homer’s Academy, and his brother,
Aaron, was the great-grandfather of
Jennie. They were thus second cousins
once removed.
Unfortunately, records of the Academy
were destroyed when the Academy
burned. It very well might be that relatives with closer family ties to Jennie
(and hence to Churchill) may have
attended Homer in the years after 1828.
The Homer Academy was known far
and wide and drew high school aged
students from around the country.
In 1941, shortly after the United States
declared war on Japan and Germany,
Churchill came to Washington and
addressed a joint session of Congress.
He opened his remarks in typical
Churchillian fashion:
“I can’t help but think that, if my father
had been American, and my mother
British, instead of the other way around,
I might have got here on my own.”
Much laughter and applause ensued.

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-7537003 for appointment. Sheridan's
Jewelers, 8 Main Street, downtown
Cortland.

CARS & TRUCKS
2004 Chevy Aveo for sale $1895 firm, 4
door, 5 speed manual transmission, app
21-26 mpg, 126K, oil changed every 3K,
fold down rear seats, excellent fwd car in
the snow, great little car for those that love to
drive stick shift. Grey, also includes 4 brand
new tires just put on. Can be seen on RT 38
outside Freeville past West Dryden Rd.

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Jim Hopkins

1b15

Financial Advisor

1c15

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12b14

Kathy’s Cleaning

12B13

&

OrganiZing


Kathy Grummons
please call

315.696.8918

607-662-4557

1a15

Pat Hill Community Building

12b14
9b14

Steven Dafoe
Professional

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

●Wedding Receptions ●Wedding Showers
●Birthday Parties ●Graduation Parties
●Family Reunions ●Work Parties
●Group Organizations ●Fundraisers
5b15

12B14

Full Range of Services:
Removals • Stump Grinding
Backhoe • Snow Plowing

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

11B14

Office: (607) 749-6814

Please contact 607-310-8852
A

12B14

PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

We have the space for your event!
top
Call or S
!
a
d
o
by T y

Graduation & Alumni Parties-Birthday Parties
Executive & Corporate Conferences-Education Classes
Training Seminars-Health & Craft Fairs-Social Groups
Retirement Parties-Baby Showers-Family Reunions
Class Reunions-Cultural Meetings-Fundraising Events
Wedding Showers & Receptions-Religious Meetings

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307

Fully Equipped Seminar/Training Classrooms & Banquet Hall
Free Parking-Centrally Located-Reasonable Rental Rates

131 Port Watson Street Cortland NY 13045
Call: 607-753-1477 Email: w2otg@verizon.net

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

SUPER CREAM

Tom Niederhofer

DAIRY BAR

Custom Homes & Remodeling

Homemade hard ice cream
Check out our food menu!

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

75 North West Road—Route 281

607-749-3348

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

Hours: 11am - 9 pm Wed thru Sun
Closed: Monday & Tuesday
(607) 749-5332 •

Fax: (607) 749-5740

HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Service Work
Licensed Master Plumber

10B14

Lynn Hughston - Owner • Jill Jones - Office Manager
5056 State Route 41 • Homer, New York 13077

1b15

Logging
& Firewood

Reasonable Rates • Highest Prices Paid
Quality Property Management
Logging Large & Small Lots

Michael Thayer
607.372.1023

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main Street • Homer, NY

607-749-2442

Homer, NY 13077

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5B15

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12B14

1a15
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Homer During the Civil War (1861-1865)

Medal of Honor Recipient, Llewellyn Powell Norton - by Edmund Raus
When Llewellyn P. Norton reached
an advanced age and was living at
his home at 3 Grove Street in Homer
Village, he decided to write a series
of articles for the Homer Republican
newspaper recalling his youth growing
up along the Scott Road (Rt. 41) and
his later adventures as a soldier during
the Civil War. He began his story with
his grandparents, James and Mary
(Hull) Norton, who in 1793 left their
home in Norfolk, Litchfield County,
Connecticut, to settle in the forested
wilderness of what would become the
town of Homer. According to Norton,
only two other families were living
in the area at the time. The Norton
property is often referred to today as
the old Forbes farm located out Rt. 41
a short distance beyond Grange Rd.
The original log home stood just to the
southeast of the present house, which,
along with a section of the present
barn, dates back to the period of the
James Norton occupancy. James and
Mary had six children; Mary, Esther,
Isaac, Edwin, Joseph, and Harvey.
James’ son Edwin (1804-1862), married Mary Rice (1807-1883), and, in
addition to Llewellyn, had the following
children: Isaac N. (1828-1897), married Fanny Goodhue; Franklin (18311855); Edwin, Jr. (1832-1854); Dennis
Platt (1836-1914), married Margaret
Swan McInnes; Arthur (1839-1925),
married
Emily Goodwin; Marcus
M. (1842-1908), married Charlotte
Trowbridge; and Joseph H. (18461869). In 1832, Edwin with a partner
purchased the three story stone grist
mill in Scott (Grout’s Mill area). He
lived there with his family for about two
years and then purchased the 185 acre
farm along West Scott Road in Scott.
The house stands today on the left,
above Cutler Rd. Here Llewellyn was
born on May 11, 1837. He was named
for the pastor Llewellyn R. Powell of
the Scott Presbyterian Church where
Edwin served as a deacon.
As a boy, Norton witnessed the
transition from the hardscrabble, self
sufficient pioneer days of his grandparents to the developing market driven
farm economy that grew in importance
with the growth of the sister villages
of Homer and Cortland. “Progress,”
for Norton, was associated with labor
saving devices like the cast iron plow
and the Rathborn cook stove. During
the summer his father purchased cloth
from the store in Homer and leather
from the tanner in anticipation of farm
visits by the “tailoress” and shoemaker
who would provide the family with
clothing and footwear for the coming
year. “When I was a boy,” he wrote, “I
had one pair of boots a year and when
they were gone, I had to go barefoot till
the annual fall visit.”
Getting farm commodities to market
always presented a challenge. Many
of the area farmers hauled their farm

products to Syracuse where they
could also gain access to the Erie
Canal after 1825 and the railroad
after 1840. They considered it a
blessing when the Syracuse and
Binghamton Railroad finally ran
through Cortland County beginning
in 1854.
Religious observance played an
important part in Norton’s early life.
He repeats the saying, “where godliness exists, peace and harmony
prevail.” He remembered Sunday
services as a communal event when
neighbors from across the area converged on the Scott Rd. in a “stream
of teams over a half-mile long” on
their way to Homer churches. Later
in his life Norton became an active
member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.
Edwin Norton put great stock in the
education of his children. Llewellyn,
Arthur, and Marcus attended
Cortland Academy in Homer. Like
many of his classmates Llewellyn
would later work on a farm in the
summer and teach school during
the winter months. He received
room and board from the farmer or
from the families of his students and
earned about 13 dollars a month in
wages. Farm work was hard and
often involved long work days lasting
from 4 am. until dark. He mentioned
that female teachers living under
similar circumstances made “good
wages” of from seventy-five cents to
$1.25 a week.
When the Civil War began in April of
1861, Norton was preparing to settle
down and raise a family. He married
Catherine Goff in April of 1860 (the
daughter of Samuel and Catherine
Hudson Goff from the Otisco area).
Their son Edwin Franklin Norton was
born on February 15, 1861 (he would
graduate from Yale College, marry
Anna Marie Winne, and become a
prominent educator before his death
in 1900. He was buried in Wisconsin).
In a terrible turn of events, however,
his wife Katy died on November
29, 1861 (aged 24, she was buried
in Maple Grove cemetery), and his
father died on April 7, 1862. In
September of 1862, with the summer crops harvested and his brother
Arthur running the West Scott Rd.
farm and able to care for his mother
and young son, Llewellyn decided to
ride into Cortland Village and volunteer for military service.
When Norton first arrived on
Main Street in Cortland, recruiters
were actively seeking volunteers for
the new 157th New York regiment
of infantry and additional companies for the existing 10th New York
regiment of cavalry. Officials from
the 10th had their recruiting station located on a raised wooden
platform built on the site of where

Llewellyn P. Norton - photo courtesy of Greg Reed
the Cortland Standard building stands
today. About 50 Cortland county men
would join the 10th during this period,
with at least 10 students from the
local Cortlandville Academy joining
as a group on September 7, 1862.
Norton signed the roll on September
15, 1862. He was immediately sent
back to his district of Homer, Scott,
and Preble to further recruit for the

regiment. His success in signing up 10
more men resulted in his receiving the
rank of sergeant when his Company L
was organized at the training camp in
Elmira New York, on October 24, 1862.
The company joined the regiment in
Virginia in time to participate in the
Battle of Fredericksburg on December
13, 1862.
to be continued in the next issue

Edmund Raus lives in Homer and has researched extensively the residents of Cortland
County who served in the Civil War. We are pleased to present this information to our
readers. Look for more from Edmund in future issues of The Homer News.

IF YOU WANT TO PAY FULL PRICE,
THAT’S YOUR BUSINESS.
IF YOU WANT THE

BEST PRICE,

THAT’S OUR BUSINESS!...

Main St., Homer

Mon. - Fri. 8:30-7:30, Sat. 8:30-5, Sun. 12-4
visit us at

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!

www.homermensandboys.com
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Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

“Where is the Homer News Being Read”. Carlene and Gary Wilcox at
the Ryder Cup at Gleneagles, Scotland on September 28, 2014.

