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Lincoln Monument
Proposed for Town Hall
At left is a mock-up of
the proposed monument for the front of
the Homer Town Hall.
Town Historian Martin
Sweeney has been
working with a small
group of people to
bring this project to
fruition without costing local tax dollars.
Read on page 4
about his application
for grant funding and
how the design could
be implemented.
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Joseph “Joe”
Burgett

STEVENSVILLE, MT – Joe Burgett,
81, of Stevensville passed away
Monday, December 29, 2014 at the
Living Centre in Stevensville. Joe
was born July 15, 1933 in Cortland,
NY, the son of Arden and Marion
Burgett.
Joe served in the US Coast
Guard from November of 1951 to
May of 1954 and then in the Coast
Guard Reserves until November of
1959. He married Martha Hazzard
on August 17, 1952. They had four
sons and one daughter. In 1971,
they moved to Stevensville where
Joe farmed and hauled livestock.
Joe was a member of the Homer
Masonic Lodge for 50 years and
lifetime member of the Homer Fire
Department in Homer, NY. He was
also a member of the Stevensville
Etna Fire Department.
Joe was preceded in death by
one son, Art; and sisters, Phyllis
Cooper and Ardena Williams. He
is survived by his wife of 62 years,
Martha, of Stevensville; sons, Don
(Jill) of Oregon, Steve (Donna) and
Gary (Kerry) of Stevensville; daughter, Carol (Allen) Teets of West
Virginia; seven grandchildren and
nine great-grandchildren; and two
sisters, Gloria (Bill) Webster and
Janet Carpenter.
Services were held on Saturday,
January 10, 2015 at Whitesitt
Funeral Home. The family suggests that memorials be made in
Joe’s name to the Stevensville
Fire Dept., PO Box 193 or to the
Stevensville Masonic Lodge, 300
Church St., Stevensville, MT 59870.
Condolences may be left for the
family at www.whitesittfuneralhome.
com.
Mr. Burgett and his brother owned
the grocery store that is now the
Village Food Market on Main Street
in Homer.

Homer Seniors
Seek Flea Market
Donations
The David Harum Homer Senior
Center is accepting donations
for their Winterfest Flea Market
Fundraiser on February 7th. Your
‘trash’ is our treasure! No clothing please.
Any items donated for the sale
are to benefit the Homer Senior
Center. Please call 749-2362 for
information. The center is a service of the Nutrition Program, a
unit of the Cortland County Area
Agency on Aging.

Homer Town Board
The Homer own Board met on
Wednesday, January 7th for the first
regular meeting of the year.
Supervisor Fred Forbes introduced
Town Historian Martin Sweeney who
asked the board for permission to
apply for a grant of $200,000 from
the National Endowment for the
Arts (NEA). The grant, if approved,
would provide a portion of the funding
required to design, fabricate, and construct a monument to Abraham Lincoln
and Francis Carpenter, the local artist
who painted Lincoln’s first reading of
the Emancipation Proclamation. (See
details on page 4) the board agreed, as
long as there was no cost to the town.
Sweeney indicted that he has letters
of support from the Homer Business
Association, the Homer Central School
District and the Marathon School
District.
Funding for the local share would come
from local donations, and fund-raising
is expected to begin soon. Once the
funds are available, the artist would
begin building the elements of the
monument. Sweeney said that once
the work is started, it would take about
24 months to finish the sculpture.
Planning Board vice chairman Mike
McMahon reported to the board on
recommended changes to the Town
zoning law regarding manure storage.
Local residents had made several recommendations for changes, but NYS
Ag & Markets responded that almost
all of them would violate the “right to
farm” rules and rights that are already
in place state-wide. The one change
that could be made is “site plan review”
by the town Planning Board could
be required of someone planning to
build a large manure storage facility.
McMahon presented model language
for the amendment to the zoning law.
After some discussion, the Town Board
directed the Town Attorney to draft the
amendment to be considered at the
next meeting on February 4th. At that
meeting the board will likely schedule
a public hearing on the changes for the
March meeting.
The Town is participating with the Town
of Taylor, Town of Virgil and the City of
Cortland to find an assessor to replace
David Briggs, who retired at the end of
2014. It is hoped that Homer, Taylor,
Virgil and the City of Cortland can hire
the same individual to be the assessor,
thereby obtaining some savings.
Supervisor Forbes told the board that
the Code Enforcement Officer has suggested a fee be imposed for inspection
of solar panels that will be installed on

properties in the town. The code does
not address that issue currently, and
there seems to be more interest in
installing solar panels.
The board reviewed the updated
procurement policy for the town and
approved it.
Supervisor Forbes informed the board
that there is a Gravel Mine Application
by Suit-Kote Corp. to expand the existing mining by 22+ acres. The mine is
planned to be east of the existing mine
on Route 11 north of the Village, on
land formerly part of the drive-in theater. The town does not participate in
the issuance of the permit.
The Supervisor brought up the subject
of “flow control” for trash generated
in Cortland County. He is opposed
to ”flow control” and felt that the
board should publicly oppose it. After
some discussion, the board agreed
that they are opposed to flow control.
Additionally, Councilman Barry Warren
voiced his support for “ash for trash”
that is being considered by Cortland
and Onondaga counties. Councilmen
Weddle and Young also voiced their
support for “ash for trash”. Councilman
Williams was excused for part of the
meeting as he was part of the committee conducting interviews of the
Assessor candidates.
Highway Superintendent John Phelps
reported on highway activities.
Everything is going well, since we
haven’t had large snowfalls so far this
year. But, he and his crew are ready
for the bad weather when it comes.

“The Chocolate Debacle”
Set for Feb. 14 in
LaFayette
- All of the works of Karen Winters
Schwartz will be available for purchase
on Sat. Feb. 14, from 10:00 am- 2:00
pm, at “A Taste of Chocolate” (a foodsampling event), at the Columbian
Presbyterian Church, located at the
corner of routes 11 & 20, Lafayette.
They are being offered in support of
the National Alliance of Mental Illness
(Syracuse chapter). There will be
autographed copies available, as well
as a representative from NAMI to
explain their organization. For more
info., contact: 677-3293, cpresbyt@
twcny.rr.com ; or NAMI, 487-2085,
NAMIsyracuse@NAMIsyracuse.org .

BREAKFAST
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It’s Back!

Sunday

Jan. 18 th
8 - 11 am

BUFFET
$8.00 tax included ALL WELCOME

Bacon, Eggs, Pancakes, Sausage, Waffles, Homer Fries,
Omelets, Corned Beef Hash, Toast, Coffee, Juice
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Visually Impaired
Reader Inspires
Author

Come Celebrate the Artists of Cortland County

(NAPSI)—Four years ago, bestselling author Mary Jane Clark spoke
at the Friends of the New Jersey
Library for the Blind and Handicapped’s Fall Festival. There, she
met Ottilie Lucas, a former rehabilitation teacher for people with
macular degeneration and other
disabilities who is visually impaired
herself.

This is a fun event and a great opportunity to show your support for the participating artists from our community; many of them are your friends and neighbors.

After the festival, “we continued our
correspondence and one thing led
to another,” Lucas says of Clark.
“She decided to include a character in her next book with macular
degeneration.”
And so was born Terri Donovan,
introduced in the first book in
Clark’s Wedding Cake Mysteries
series, 2011’s “To Have and to Kill.”
“Mary Jane asked me to give her
ways to identify symptoms that a
person may be experiencing macular degeneration,” Lucas says.
These include blurred vision and
difficulty discerning the intensity
of colors—symptoms shared by
Terri Donovan, who runs a bakeryand is the mother of the protagonist of Clark’s series, struggling
actress Piper Donovan.Lucas, who
was born with retinitis pigmentosa, became a patron of the New
Jersey State Library Talking Book
and Braille Center (TBBC) in 1966.
TBBC is among more than 100
libraries across the United States
affiliated with the National Library
Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped (NLS), part of the
Library of Congress.
NLS oversees a free reading program for U.S. residents and citizens living abroad who are blind,
have low vision, or cannot hold a
book because of a physical disability. NLS patrons may choose from
tens of thousands of books and
dozens of magazines in audio and
braille-including mysteries such as
Mary Jane Clark’s. NLS also loans
the portable playback equipment
needed to read its audiobooks.
Patrons may access books online
through the NLS Braille and Audio
Reading Download (BARD) service.
Lucas has been married 49 years
and has been on more than 20
ocean cruises. “Ottilie is such
an inspiration,” Clark says. “She
helped me so much in the creation

EVENTS
CALENDAR

The public is invited to the Grand Opening of the Cortland County Community Arts
Challenge on Friday, January 23 at 6:30 PM at the Center for the Arts in Homer.
The evening will include performances of musical entries and writing entries to the
Arts Challenge. You will have a chance to view the exhibit of the visual arts entries
and the awarding of prizes in the fine arts, photography, artisan crafts, original
music, and original writing categories.

For those who are unable to attend the Grand Opening, the art exhibit will be open
from January 19 until February 21, 2015. Please call 749-4900 to arrange a visit.
All visitors to the exhibit will have an opportunity to vote for the “People’s Choice”
Visual Art Award. This $150 prize will be awarded at the conclusion of the exhibit.
The Community Arts Challenge is co-sponsored by the Center for the Arts of
Homer and the Cultural Council of Cortland County.
Participants in this fifth annual Arts Challenge include:
Meghan Aagaard
David Beale
Kathie Beale
Sharon Livingston Bean
Christa M. Boice
Catherine Bonyak
Rebecca Bonyak
Tina Brandel
Pasquale Ciambriello
Sandra Cowan
Sherry Dans
Nancy Dickerson
Terri Fendya
Paulette Fry
Chris Gratz
Emily Gibbons
Dale Harris
Jae Harris

Jaffrey Harris
Rachel Vigue Hyde
Arla Jacobs
Lorraine Karpowich
Katie Keyser
Rona Knobel
Helen Leet
Cecille Swift Lippitt
John E. Lutz
Theresa Manz
Katrina K. Martin
Deborah Butler Miller
Lynn Olcott
Tamie Jo Olmsted
Ruth O’Lill
Joe O’Rourke
Jane O’Shea
Nancy Ostman

Marilyn Palmer
Booth Perkins
Martha E. Phillips
Deborah Putman
David Quinlan
Nancy Rehkugler
Linda Ruthig
Laura Seib
Cheri Sheridan
Melissa Smith
Nancy Snedeker
Tom Steger
Martin Sweeney
Dorothy Troike
Pamela Wenck
Sandra Yahner

Pinewood Derby
January 24

Bonesaver Exercise
Class To Be Offered

You are welcome to attend our annual Pinewood Derby! It’s being held on
Saturday, January 24th beginning at
10:30AM at the Homer Elementary
School Cafeteria.
All 50 of our Scouts will be racing
cars that they made themselves out of
a piece of pine wood. Family members
can also participate. It’s a wonderful
and fun event. We would love for you
to come along!

The Area Agency on Aging and
RSVP program will be offering a
new weight-bearing exercise class,
called Bonesaver Exercise Program,
geared toward seniors. This class
will be offered at the Homer Senior
Center starting on January 21st. This
will be a twice weekly class, and will
be offered every Wednesday and
Friday from 2-3pm. The Bonesaver
Exercise Program is an hour-long
gentle routine that provides strength
training done slowly with hand and
ankle weights and will be led by
trained RSVP volunteers.
There
are required forms to be completed
before someone can participate on a
regular basis, including a physician’s
release. Registration is required for
the class, and can be done by calling the RSVP office at 753-5057.
Space is limited. Please call with
any questions or to register for the
Homer class site.

of Terri Donovan—a mother who
faces macular degeneration headon, who doesn’t feel sorry for herself and is determined to adapt to
the challenges she faces. I wish I
were as brave as Terri and Ottilie!”
To learn more about how the NLS
program can help you, a loved one
or a friend, go online to www.loc.
gov/nls or call 1-888-NLS-READ.

Physical Therapy

Return to what matters most
Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com

"The Homer Food Pantry
located in the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church
is open every Tuesday from
10AM to 1PM. We serve
Homer residents and families with children enrolled in
Homer Schools."

January 17th - Saturday
Local Sr. High School Students’
Cabaret -Center for the Arts beginning
8 PM $10 charge at the door.
JANUARY 17 - Saturday
Join us for Winter Jazz Fest… at
St. Margarets RC Church Hall, 14
Copeland Ave. Homer for an evening of fun and entertainment with “
JAZZHAPPENSBAND” . Tickets, $10.00
on sale at the door or in advance after
Mass or call JoAnn Zech @ 749-3828.
Sing, dance or just listen to this fabulous JAZZ Band.
January 23 - Friday
Art Challenge opening reception/award
performances Center for the Arts Borg
Warner Art Gallery
Jan 23 - Feb 27
Art Challenge open 12 - 4 M - F Borg
Warner Art Gallery Come vote for the
People’s Choice Award
January 24 - Saturday
Muddy Dove Fundraiser Dance from
7 -11 Center for the Arts Karen’s Room
tickets at the door price: TBA
January 25 – Sunday
Ballroom Dancing with Bess Koval
featuring the Rhumba Center for the
Arts Karen's Room from 4-5 minimal
charge
January 26 – Monday
Book Club discussing Brief Wondrous
Life of Oscar Wao 7 PM Board Room
Center for the Arts
January 30 - Friday
'Mame' directed by Jack Carr performance begins at 7 pm Center for the
Arts Whitings Stage tickets - $5.
January 31 – Saturday
Samantha Fish doors open @ 7 show
begins @ 8. See center4art.org for
ticket price breakdowns or call Teri at
749-4900.
February 14 - Saturday
“A Taste of Chocolate”, a foodsampling event will be held on Sat.
Feb. 14, from 10:00 am- 2:00 pm, at
the Columbian Presbyterian Church,
corner routes 11 & 20, LaFayette.
Purchase some samples to taste, and
take some home for your sweetheart.
50% of the proceeds will be donated to
LaFayette Outreach. For more info., or
to donate goodies, contact: 677-3293,
or cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com
As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For
more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our
publishing schedule and deadlines. January
20, 2015 for the January 29, 2015 issue.

104 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN
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Our Readers Write
Jaff Supports Ed
Finkbeiner
To The Editor,
I’d like to give my personal endorsement for Ed Finkbeiner’s run for
Mayor. I met Ed not long after he and
his family moved to Homer. He and
I talked boats while on a tour of his
interesting boat shop. On other occasions we discussed other things we
had in common. He and his family are
good Homer citizens and I believe he
would be a good Mayor.
			

Jaff Harris

Retired Justice
Weighs in on
Village Office
Location
To The Editor,
A current issue in the Village of
Homer is the possibility of the village
government moving its offices back
to the town hall. The suggestion by
Town Councilman Kevin Williams that
the village be afforded office space
in the town hall "rent free", and only
share in the expense of maintaining
the building is "spot on" and a worthy
consideration. The village supports a
local police department. The village
police, through their enforcement
activities, make a significant contribution to revenue garnered by the town
through the town court. Providing
available space for the Village at a
nominal expense would be a reasonable and equitable accommodation
for the town to make. The decision
to move the village offices out of
the town hall a few years ago was ill
advised and not in keeping with serving the best interests of the public or
the village taxpayers. The ostensible
reason cited for the abrupt decision
to leave the town hall is perceived
as suspect by many, and objections
to returning to the town hall appear
to be a continuation of the ill advice
accompanying that move. The present situation has resulted in a general inconvenience to the public and
unnecessary expense for the taxpayers in the village. If the town is willing
to make the accommodation suggested, the village should be amenable to
putting the interests of the public and
taxpayers foremost, and seriously
consider centering the seat of government for both the town and village
in the town hall where it belongs.
Both entities need to remember why
they exist, who they are supposed to
serve, and are urged to work together
for the common good of the people.
The taxpayers should make inquiry
of their local representatives as to
where they stand on this issue and
why, especially in view of the upcoming election(s) in March.
Sincerely,
Gary D. Shiffer
(Former Town Justice; current resident of town of Homer and property
owner Village of Homer)

Former Mayor:
Vote for
Challenger
To The Editor
I am supporting the recently
announced candidate for Mayor of
Homer, Ed Finkbeiner. He is in favor
of returning the Village Offices to the
Homer Town Hall and in setting a
cooperative spirit in working with residents and employees.
Village dollars are already supporting the Town through our tax dollars,
and the Town has offered to work with
the Village to develop a reconfiguration plan for the use of spaced for
offices, storage, and meeting space.
Joint usage of the building will also be
a convenience to the public.
The Town has funds ready to use
for the work, so this work should not
cause a tax increase. The building has
undergone several tests for air quality
and no detectable problems have been
found.
Ed will need support at the Village
Republican caucus on Tuesday, January 20 at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall Senior
Center. All candidates will need their
Republican supporters present that
night because every vote will count to
determine the final candidate.
Mary Alice Bellardini

He Supports Finkbeiner
for Mayor
Dear Editor,
For the past few years, Homer residents have not had the opportunity to
choose a mayor because Mayor Suits
has run unopposed. It is very refreshing to hear that Ed Finkbeiner will
oppose her in the Republican caucus.
Ed is a well qualified candidate
that believes a new direction in village government is essential. He will
bring much needed new and innovative leadership to our village. He is
leader that is able to come up with new
ideas and think outside the box. Ed’s
qualifications are well suited for the
mayor position. He has Mechanical
Engineering and MBA degrees and
worked for Major Aerospace companies in leadership positions.
He has experience in project management, negotiating, marketing and
working with customers. He is retired
and is able to devote the time required
to be mayor.
Please join me in voting for Ed at the
Republican caucus Jan. 20 at 7:00 pm
in the Homer town Hall Senior Center.
Jack Ferguson

Finkbeiner - Get Out to
Caucus
Registered Republicans
I need your vote at the caucus to be
put on the ballot as Mayor. Tuesday
January 20th at 7:00pm at the Senior
Center.
Ed Finkbeiner
Time for New Leadership

Lincoln Monument Proposed for
Homer Town Hall
Grant Application Submitted to Fund Construction
On October 8, 2014, the Homer Town Board unanimously approved a resolution calling for the establishment of a Historic Advisory Committee to develop
proposals and obtain funding for public art to recognize the contributions of three
former Homer residents to Abraham Lincoln and to the history of the United
States. The same resolution appointed three Homer residents with backgrounds
in education and the arts to the Committee: Martin Sweeney, David Quinlan, and
Stephanie Spina. Sweeney is the Town Historian and will serve as the Chairman
of the Committee. They have begun working with a Long Island sculptor, Frank
Porcu, on what is called the Lincoln Monument Project. Porcu was highly recommended by the Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer, and the Committee was impressed
by a bust of Lincoln rendered by Porcu for the New York Historical Society. Mr.
Porcu’s design for Homer calls for two figures and supporting plaques in bronze
to be installed into the entranceway of the Homer Town Hall at 31 N. Main Street
in the Village of Homer, NY. This will provide long overdue recognition of Homer’s
unique connections to Abraham Lincoln.
One piece will be a life-sized statue of Francis Bicknell Carpenter, the Lincoln
portraitist best known for his 9’ by 15’ oil-on-canvas image of The First Reading of
the Emancipation Proclamation before the Cabinet. The painting was completed
during six months at the White House in 1864. It was brought to Homer once -- in
1866 -- for exhibition in the opera house in the Barber Block on Main Street. It
now hangs in the U.S. Capitol Building. Carpenter’s book Six Months in the White
House with Abraham Lincoln:The Story of a Picture was a bestseller in 1866 and
is a primary source used by Lincoln scholars today.
A second life-sized statue, also with an explanation plaque at its base, will be
of William Osborn Stoddard, assistant personal secretary to President and Mrs.
Lincoln. Stoddard made the first two handwritten copies from Lincoln’s draft of the
Emancipation Proclamation and successfully lobbied Congress in 1877 to accept
Carpenter’s iconic painting as a “national gift” from the New York City philanthropist Elizabeth Thompson. Stoddard wrote six books on Lincoln that have contributed to our understanding today of Lincoln the man and statesman.
The third Homerite to be commemorated will be Eli DeVoe. No image of DeVoe
exists, but a plaque to the left of the Hall’s front door will explain how this detective
helped to thwart a potential plot to assassinate President-Elect Lincoln while he
was passing through Baltimore in 1861 on his way to the nation’s capital. DeVoe’s
infiltration of an anti-Lincoln cell in the slave state of Maryland may have determined the course of history and the Abolition movement.
A plaque to the right of the front door will pay tribute to Homer’s Paris Barber.
Barber was the lifelong friend and early benefactor of Francis Carpenter. He outfitted young Carpenter’s studio in what is now the beautifully refurbished Sherman
Exchange building located south of the Town Hall and across the street from the
residence of Jedediah Barber, Paris’ father. Paris was instrumental in launching Carpenter’s career as a portrait painter of the movers and shakers of nineteenth century America, including five U.S. Presidents. It is appropriate that this
bronze plaque will include the names of all significant benefactors of the Lincoln
Monument Project.
The statues can be illuminated at night as can a bronze bust of the Greek poet
Homer (namesake of the Town and Village of Homer) to be installed in the triangular pediment above the stairway. Upon entering through the front doors, visitors
will see a large bronze bas-relief in the upper foyer. This will be sculptor Porcu’s
recreation of Carpenter’s painting of Lincoln as the Great Emancipator with his
Cabinet in 1862.
By incorporating art into the existing architecture, the Town Hall becomes not just
a municipal building but a monument reminding residents and visitors of Homer’s
place in the Civil War era and in the earliest history of the civil rights movement. As
a significant landmark, it has the potential to foster local pride along with cultural
and heritage tourism, which the Homer Business Association endorses.
No taxpayer dollars will be used for this Project. The Central New York Arts,
Inc. of Syracuse has agreed to partner with the Town of Homer as a professional
consultant for the Historic Advisory Committee, coaching them during the Project.
The Historic Advisory Committee hopes the Town will receive up to $200,000
from the National Endowment for the Arts next October. However, the funds
must be matched from additional sources before being disbursed. To that end,
the Committee is now launching a fundraising campaign in two phases to raise
$450,000. Large donations will be first sought from corporations and philanthropic
individuals and agencies. A donor of $50,000 or more will be named on the Paris
Barber and Benefactors plaque in bronze and will be invited to join a trip to Porcu’s
studio on Long Island to see the work in progress. If needed, phase two will focus
more intensely on seeking funds from the general public. Contributions will be
welcomed any time and can be made by mailing a check to
CNY Arts, Inc.
John H. Mulroy Civic Center
421 Montgomery St., 11th Floor.
Syracuse, NY 13202
with a notation indicating the amount is for “Lincoln Monument Project.” A thank
you for a tax-deductible contribution will be forwarded. If sufficient funds are realized by next October or sooner, the Monument could be installed within 24 months.
During that time, sculptor Porcu will be using long distance learning technology
to bring his philosophy and techniques into high school art classes in Homer and
Marathon. This proposed project combines art, history, education, and civic pride
in an exciting manner for the benefit of residents and visitors of Central New York.
Submitted on January 10, 2015.
Martin A. Sweeney
Chair of the Homer Historic Advisory Committee
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 8AM-9PM • SUNDAY 8AM-8PM

7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311•Prices Effective Monday Jan 19.-Saturday Jan. 24 2015

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEAT Quality You Can Depend On
Prima Porta

Boneless, Center Cut

Italian Style
Pork Sausage

2
$ 98
8
$ 08
1

2
$ 49
3
2/$
3

Ribeye
Delmonico Steaks

John Morrell

Sliced
Bacon

Fryer Chicken
Leg Quarters

12 oz.

Oscar Mayer

Sliced
Bologna

lb.

USDA Grade A Jumbo Packs!

lb.

Honeysuckle White,
Deli Sliced

Oven Roasted
Turkey Breast
Macaroni or
Potato Salad

12 oz.

or Cole Slaw

Prego
Spaghetti
Sauce

3/$
24 oz.

Shurfine

Several Flavors

Several Flavors

Progresso
Soups

Prego
Alfredo
Sauce

5

3/$

14.5 oz.

Solid White Tuna

5

5 oz.

5/$

Select Varieties

Xtra Laundry Detergent
Several Flavors

Maxwell House Coffee
Several Varieties

Shurfine Fudge Cookies

FROZEN

75 oz.

1

5

$ 88

7

3/$
18.5-19 oz.

Select Flavors

Mama Rosie’s Ravioli

ea.

4

Regular or Unsalted

9 oz.

Select Varieties

ea.

BUY 1, GET

D’Italiano Bread

20 oz.

1 FREE

Stroehmann’s

D’Italiano Rolls

15-18 oz.

Shurfine

Split Top Wheat Bread

299
$ 79
1

$

20 oz.

Ronzoni
Pasta

5/$
16 oz.

5

14-15 oz.

Beef or Chicken Broth

DAIRY

Stroehmann’s

Several Varieties

Shurfine

Select Varieties

Shurfine

lb.

Kellogg’s Pop•tarts

3 Shurfine Butter
Steak-umm Sandwich Steaks $399 Shurfine Cheese Sticks
2/$ Shurfine Cream Cheese
Thin Crust Pizza
7
BREAD
$ 49

Select Varieties

4

Instant Beef or Chicken or
$ 99 Shurfine
Bouillon Cubes
28-30.6 oz.
Varieties
2/$ Select
Shurfine Tomatoes

9.4-13 oz.

lb.

Grandma’s Old Fashioned

GROCERY Great Buys In Every Aisle
Several Flavors

8
$ 98
4
$ 58
2
$ 98

lb.

lb.

Fresh, All Natural

Roast
Beef

$ 68

lb.

Boneless Beef

Shurfine, Deli Sliced

Pork Loin Chops
or Roasts

$ 28

Sweet or Hot
Jumbo Packs!

DELI

1 lb.

14 oz.

each
14.5-15 oz.

8 oz.

Golden Ripe

Banana’s

lb.

Fresh, Plump

pint

Large

4/$

8 oz.

Several Varieties

Perry’s Premium Ice Cream
Perry’s Nutty Cones
Perry’s

Ice Cream Sandwiches

ATM AVAILABLE

48 oz.

9 oz.

10
2/$
7
2/$
7

3/$

6 pk.
12 pk.

3

39¢
$ 98
3
2/$
3
2/$
3

ea.

Dole

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING WITH US!

1

$ 79

PRODUCE

5
Blueberries
2/$
4 Ruby Red Grapefruit
$ 39 Classic Romaine Blend
1
ICE CREAM

2/$

7
79¢

3/$
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News from the Library

Zonta Club Seeks Education Award
Nominations

My Service to Humanity

The Zonta Club of Cortland announces education awards to be awarded in the spring of 2015 to high school girls and women residing in the
Cortland area.
These awards recognize the importance of community service, financial
need, leadership, and academic achievement.
•
The Jean M Coon Humanitarian Award recognizes the outstanding community service activities of a high school junior or senior in the Cortland
area school. The Zonta Club of Cortland will award $500 and a certificate of achievement. The winning application will be submitted to the
Zonta District Level competition. Applications must be received by March
2.
•
The Ruth Schaub High School Senior award recognizes a high school
senior in the Cortland area accepted to a college or professional education program. The award of $500 is based on financial need, plans for
continued education, community service, leadership qualities and academic achievement. Applications must be received by March 23.
•
The Ruth Schaub Mature Woman Award of $1000 will be awarded to a
Cortland area resident, 21 years or older, studying either full or part time.
Applicants must be continuing their education in an accredited degree
granting or certificate training program. The award will be based on
demonstrated financial need, community service and clearly stated educational goals. Applications must be received by March 23.
Applications are available at high school guidance offices, area colleges, Cortland Madison BOCES, the YMCA and the YWCA of Cortland. All
applications must be sent to the Zonta Education Awards Chair, PO Box
683, Cortland NY 13045.
The Zonta Club of Cortland, chartered in 1973 and affiliated with Zonta
International, is a service organization of women in business and the professions. Members raise funds for loacal and international service projects that improve the lives of women and children.
The community is invited to it major fundraisers, the Spring Woman of
Achievement Luncheon and the Fall Fashion Show.

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

I used to think I was an opinionated
person, but lately my only opinion is
that being nice is highly overrated. This,
I realize, lacks the criteria for an opinion which should be a well-articulated
idea based in a grounded philosophy.
My so-called opinion proves not that
I’m opinionated, but that I’m irritated.
And really that’s okay. Irritability,
I’ve come to see, is a true service to
humankind. Think about it. What do
words like nice, sweet, and kind offer
the world? They are short, one syllable,
easily spelled words lacking in any
substantial use for metaphor, simile,
or onomatopoeia. “She’s as sweet as
a marshmallow,” doesn’t quite do it.
These words are simply insipid. But
what about curmudgeon, irascible, cantankerous? They roll off the tongue and
send us running to the dictionary.
Irascible. It’s truly lovely. You can just
feel it, can’t you? The friction generated
from rubbing against the sandpaper
surface of an irascible person. Rough
enough to strike a match against. To
light a spark. To ignite a fire. To send
your similes shooting into the air like
fireworks.
And what can a curmudgeon do for
your literacy skills? There’s broadening
your vocabulary. There’s even onomatopoeia. Snarly, after all, causes
your lip to curl up when you say it.
Growling, snarling, biting.
And irascible – so rrrrough, rrrrresistant, rrrrrroarrring. “RRRRRRR,” I say.
Then there’s spelling – curmudgeon after all has that tricky ‘dg.’
Cantankerous requires sounding out
each syllable. Irascible, well, irascible
requires the dictionary. Does being nice
make you exercise your spelling skills?
No. But finding the right word for a
curmudgeon, one that isn’t a four letter
word or will get your mouth washed out
with soap, is an exercise in articulateness, literacy, and eloquence.
My mother always said that people who swear lack the vocabulary
to express themselves. So the gift a
querulous person offers is that they
broaden your vocabulary, thereby
allowing you to know more big words
for telling someone off. And if they are
big enough words, the other person
won’t even realize you weren’t nice.
They’ll think you are just a disputatious
librarian.
Nice people are, of course, nice. They
make us feel good. Or sometimes they
make us feel guilty. Like we should be
more like them. But truly being cantankerous is a gift to humanity. The querulous, fractious, and contentious among
us broaden vocabularies. The irascible
curmudgeons improve spelling skills.
The surly, snarling, and crotchety teach
the meaning of onomatopoeia. Those
of us that are as choleric as a hungry
bear give metaphor a new name!
So, here’s to literacy. It’s my pleasure

to do all I can to help improve it.

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time

Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
Jan. 21st - Imagination
Jan. 28th - Hats & Mittens

Rockin’ Readers

Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is on Wednesday
afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy
will be offering a fun program with stories, crafts, games, and songs. There
are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes
are:
Jan. 21st - Tedd Arnold
Jan. 28th - Hats & Mittens

Maker Space Open Hours

The library’s MakerSpace is open
every Tuesday from 5pm – 8 pm
and most Wednesdays from 6-8 pm.
LEGOS Mindstorms and Story Starter
sets, Cricut Explore, the digital drawing
tablet, and building kits and equipment
are available for use. Sign up to use
the 3-D printer and digitizer. 3-D printer
sign-ups are also available at other
times. Call the library for information.
We are also hosting MakerSpace
Demonstration nights. Demo Night
are on the 3rd Tuesday of the
month. Tuesday, January 20th at 6:30
pm is our first with a demonstration of
beading.

Lego Club getting started!

Lego Clubs start this month. The
club for 1st and 2nd graders will be the
2nd Monday of each month from 4-5
pm. The club for 3rd and 4th graders will
be the 4th Monday of each month from
4-5 pm. Space is limited, so stop by
the library to sign up.
The first meeting for 1st and 2nd graders
will be Jan. 12th.
The first meeting for 3rd and 4th graders
will be Jan. 26th.

New SciFi/Fantasy Book Club

Not enough swords and sorcery in
your life? Not enough good triumphing over evil? Well, we can help with
that. The SciFi/Fantasy book discussion open to adults and teens meets
the third Wednesday of the month at
6:30 pm. This is your chance to get
your fantasy, dragon, magic-wielding,
space travel, swashbuckling fix.
Wednesday, January 21 we’ll be
discussing The Throne of Glass by
Sarah Maas. “After she has served a
year of hard labor in the salt mines of

Endovier for her crimes, Crown Prince
Dorian offers eighteen-year-old assassin Celaena Sardothien her freedom
on the condition that she act as his
champion in a competition to find a
new royal assassin.” Female assassins kicking serious butt! You gotta
love it!

Adult Book Discussion Group

The adult book discussion group
(that’s adults discussing books) meets
the last Monday of the month at 3:30
pm. They’ll be discussing Some Luck
by Jane Smiley on Jan. 26th. The group
is open to all interested participants.

Teen Writers’ Group and Film Club

If you are between 6th and 12th grade
and you love to write, or make movies, consider joining the Teen Writers’
Group, or Teen Film Club. Both groups
meet on Tuesdays. The Teen Writers
group meets from 3:30 until 4:30 pm,
followed by the Teen Film club which
meets from 4:30 until 5:30 pm.
The writers’ group works on all elements of fiction writing and all genres,
from fantasy to mystery and beyond.
The film club is working on a new film
with members acting as screenwriters,
actors, directors and editors. Join the
fun!

Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Mondays, and Thursdays from
3-4 pm and can help you check out
and download e-materials. They can
also help with other computer questions. Call ahead, to make an appointment, or drop by.

Board of Trustees Meeting

The library board meets the third
Monday of each month at 7 pm in the
Community Meeting Room. Meetings
are open to the public.
For more information about any of
our programs call 749-4616 or check
out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday		
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Benson Davis Insurance

CCC

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Don Richards, president

131 S. Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

Help with Nooks, Kindles,
and Downloadable Books

Cell: 607.745.7779
Ofc: 607.749.7770
m

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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Phillips Free Library’s MakerSpace
On Tuesday and Wednesday
nights, Phillips Free Library is a
happening place. Thanks to a generous donation from a community
member, kids young and old are
“Making It” @ the Library. That’s
when the library’s MakerSpace is
open and everyone has a chance
to join in the creative process. This
past Tuesday was no exception,
with rings being printed on the 3-D
printer, dragons coming to life on
the digital drawing tablet, remote
control vehicles zooming around
the floor, kids trying their hands at
origami and calligraphy, and stories coming to life with Lego world
building kits.
The Maker movement is sweeping across the country and libraries are becoming a part of that.
No longer is a library a place to
get information or enjoy someone
else’s creations. Now, libraries are
also allowing communities to be
part of the creation of information
and entertainment. MakerSpaces
are places where people of all
ages come together to create. And
thanks to this generous donation
Phillips Free Library has brought
this creative community place to
Homer.
Though small, the library’s
MakerSpace includes a 3-D printer
and digitizer, a digital drawing tablet plus Corel painter software, and
a variety of other software for photo
editing, film making, animation
creation, and drawing. Robotics
and electronics kits include snap
circuits for building electronic circuits, remote control vehicle kits,
Lego Mindstorms robotics kits, and
K’Nex kits for building bridges and
amusement park rides. Some of
the equipment, like the film making
equipment and Lego Storystarter
kits are used in library programs,
but are also available for budding
filmmakers and writers to create
with on Tuesday and Wednesday
evenings.
The use of the 3-D printer has
been the thing that surprised library
staff the most. “I thought it would
be a novelty to use,” said Priscilla
Berggren-Thomas, the library
director, “but we have people coming and using it for their jobs, for
classes they are taking at TC3, and
just for fun. It’s the most used piece
of equipment we have.”
The library also hopes to have
more advanced programs in robotics, Raspberry pi, and computing in
the future. “Once we learn to do it
ourselves,” staff members said. Of
course, volunteers with skills are
always welcome. Just stop by to
talk to a staff member.
The donor, who helped make
the MakerSpace possible, has
chosen to remain anonymous.
But the library doesn’t want the
MakerSpace to be a well-kept
secret. It is open Tuesday evenings from 5 pm until 8 pm and
most Wednesdays from 6 pm until
8 pm. There will, in the future, be
some special “Friday Night Build
It” events for kids, too. But don’t
think that all this playful creation
is just for kids. Everything in the
MakerSpace is available for adults
to use, too. So drop by and get
your creative juices flowing.

There's a lot of small parts in these kits, a real test of
manual dexterity.
Putting together a remote controlled bot. (It comes with detailed
instructions)

The 3-D printer made 2
small rings in about 15
minutes. Larger items
take more time, and the
complicated pieces can
take up to 6 hours to
complete.

LEGO projects are a big hit with the youngsters.
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Assembly Minority Calls For
Passage Of Women’s Equality
Legislation
New York State Assembly Minority Leader Brian Kolb (R,C-Canandaigua) and
members of the Assembly Minority Conference today called for the passage of
individual components of the Women’s Equality Act (WEA). Leader Kolb and
Assembly members announced their intention to again introduce stand-alone bills
that would greatly expand protections and equality for women. The State Senate
passed eight women’s-equality bills on Monday.
“Women across New York State have already waited far too long for critical
equality reform to become law. The Assembly Majority has wasted two years
playing politics with an issue that demanded immediate action,” Leader Kolb said.
“The Majority’s unnecessary posturing has resulted in nothing but a failed promise
to people they represent. The Senate took appropriate action yesterday – now
it’s our turn. After two years of stalling by the Majority, it’s time they wake up to a
simple truth: the only pathway to meaningful reform is to vote on individual bills.”
Members of the Assembly Minority Conference will introduce critical measures
to advance women’s equality, as they did in 2014. The measures will include:
- Pay Equity - Enacts pay equity provisions designed to strengthen equal pay
protections for women in the workplace.
- Sexual Harassment - Applies sexual harassment protections in the law to all
organizations of any size.
- Attorney’s Fees In Discrimination Cases - Awards attorney’s fees to the prevailing party in housing, credit and employment discrimination where the discrimination was done on the basis of sex.
- Familial Status Discrimination - Adds familial status to the list of classes protected and covered by the Human Rights Law.
- Prohibiting Housing Discrimination - Prohibits housing discrimination based
upon a person’s status as a domestic violence victim and establishes a task force
to study the impact of source of income upon access to housing.
- Electronic Hearings for Temporary Restraining Orders - Authorizes the establish
- ment of a pilot program for the filing of petitions for temporary orders of protection
by electronic means.
- Human Trafficking - Enacts the Human Trafficking Victims Protection & Justice
Act, creating new crimes, strengthening penalties and protecting victims.

Easy Math Tips For Parents: Making Math
Fun Outside The Classroom
(NAPSI)—As parents, we understand the important role that math plays in our
children’s education and the impact it has on their lives and our own. Despite this,
we don’t always recognize the opportunities we have each day to encourage our
children’s interest in and knowledge of math.
Research has shown that children develop a better understanding of math when
mathematical principles are presented to them as part of real-world scenarios.
Kasey Bratcher, a former mathematics teacher who develops K-12 math teacher
workshops for Carnegie Learning, a publisher of research-based mathematics
software and textbooks for middle and high school students, provides the following tips to keep math relevant in your child’s life outside the classroom.
1. Ask questions...and answer questions with questions. When a child asks a
question, it is an opportunity to expand his or her learning beyond just a simple
response. If your child asks how many minutes it will take to drive to the grocery
store, it is perfectly okay to respond with your own question, such as “How many
minutes do you think it will take to drive to the store?”
This can lead to a broader discussion about the number of minutes in one
hour, one half-hour or one quarter-hour. You can also discuss the length of time
required to travel from home to other places, like school or Grandma’s house. In
all mathematical conversations, do not be too quick to give your child the answer.
Allow him or her the time needed to process the information given and formulate
the answer on his or her own.
2. Look for mathematics all around you. Relating math to everyday life situations has a direct effect on how well children learn and utilize mathematical principles. Carnegie Learning, collaborating with researchers at Southern Methodist
University, found that tailoring word problems to student interests results in as
much as a 40 percent improvement in performance, particularly for more difficult
problems. “Children are more enthusiastic about learning when the topic presented is specific to their personal interests,” said Bratcher. “For example, questions related to gaming, sports, food or friends will generate more attention from
students than asking them to calculate the square footage of a room.”
Parents should also take advantage of everyday events that can incorporate
mathematics. For example, helping Mom or Dad in the kitchen provides a great
opportunity to practice fractions and measurements, including calculating weights
and amounts.
3. Make math a family affair. Everyone in the family can play a role in keeping math an ever-present part of a child’s day. Bratcher often engages her kids
through friendly competitions at one of their favorite restaurants. She encourages
her kids to figure out the sale price of their soft drink or milk shake by finding half,
starting with questions like “What’s half of $2.00?” and moving to more difficult
questions, like “What’s half of $1.80?”
Math is all around us, and opportunities to deepen a child’s understanding of
math principles abound. By employing mathematics to the world around them,
kids can sharpen their basic math skills and even teach parents a thing or two.

Winter Weather Advisory
A Column of News & Comment by Senator James L. Seward
Here in upstate New York we pride ourselves on our ability to battle (and
overcome) winter weather. When we turn on the television and see news
reports showing people in a southern state struggling with a rare snow
storm, most of us chuckle a bit.
Even with our well-honed skills at the ready, a quick refresher on a few
life-saving tips and available resources is always beneficial.
The New York State Office of Emergency Management is a one stop
shop for winter safety advice. The site, www.semo.state.ny.us, is filled
with useful information like the difference between a winter storm warning, watch and advisory; steps to winterize your home, techniques to
clear snow from your roof, and how to protect your water pipes from
freezing.
The site also offers some important winter driving tips and what to do if
you are trapped on the road during a blizzard:
•
Stay in your car and wait for help to find you;
•
Run your engine for short periods of time to stay warm. Keep your downwind window open and make sure your exhaust pipe is clear of snow;
•
Turn on the dome light at night when you are running the engine to signal rescuers;
•
Hang a brightly colored piece of cloth or piece of clothing from your car;
•
Exercise from time to time by vigorously moving arms, legs, fingers and
toes to keep blood circulating and to keep warm.
New Yorkers can also access a pair of excellent safety tools from home
or on the go.
The state Department of Transportation maintains the 511 New York
system which includes a free mobile device application that provides
New Yorkers with up-to-the-minute information regarding traffic, transit and emergency service notifications as well as weather advisories.
Information can be found on-line at www.511ny.org.
Additionally, the New York State Emergency Management Office operates the NY Alert website which contains critical emergency-related
information including severe weather warnings, significant highway
closures, hazardous materials spills, and many other emergency conditions. Additionally you will find information regarding response actions
being taken by local and state agencies and protective actions that you
should take to protect you, your family and your property. Warnings and
emergency information can also be sent directly to your cell phone, email
and other technologies. For more information, and to sign up for alerts,
check the website, www.nyalert.gov.
One other specific cold weather concern is a power outage. Heavy
snow can drop tree limbs on power lines, knocking out service for hours
or even days. Ice storms can also wreak havoc. With that in mind,
here are several suggestions from the New York State Public Service
Commission to help ensure health and safety if you fall victim to a
lengthy, unexpected power outage:
•
Stay warm by dressing in layers and minimizing your time outdoors;
•
Know the mental and physical signs of hypothermia (shivering, drowsiness) and how to treat it (wrap the person in warm clothing, move the
individual to a warm location and seek medical attention);
•
Hang blankets over windows and doorways to insulate your home;
•
If you have a working fireplace, use it for heat or light, but be sure to
keep the damper open for ventilation;
•
Open your faucets to a steady drip so pipes don’t freeze;
•
Stay nourished. Food provides needed energy and drinking helps you
avoid dehydration;
•
Never use a charcoal grill inside or a gas stove for heat as they give off
potentially harmful levels of carbon monoxide;
•
If using a generator, place it outside for proper ventilation. Turn off the
main electric breaker before using the generator to prevent electricity
from traveling to otherwise de-energized electrical lines outside your
house and possibly injuring repair crews;
•
Check on neighbors with special needs.
By keeping all of these thoughts in mind you can stay safe throughout
the winter season.
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January Is National Mentoring Month
January is National Mentoring
Month and Cortland County is
fortunate to have opportunities
to mentor in organized mentoring programs right here in
our backyard through Cortland
Community Mentors.

more than a playmate; they are
a positive role model, a good
listener, a guide, and a person who can provide enrichment experiences that broaden
an individual’s knowledge of the
world around them.

Cortland Community Mentors
is a collaboration of the organized mentoring agencies in the
area: the YWCA Bridges for Kids
program, Cortland Prevention
Resources Youth Assist program and LGBT Center, and
Access to Independence peer
mentoring program. All of these
programs provide emotional
support and guidance to youth
in our community who have
requested assistance and additional support.

Potential mentors apply to
one of the above agencies.
References are checked and
they are interviewed, trained
and then matched with a “mentee.” Once matched, the pair
meets once a week for a couple
hours to explore the community and enjoy time together.
Activities range from cooking
a nutritious meal together, to
gardening, a trip to the zoo, or
enjoying quiet time with a board
game or craft. Mentors receive
continuous support from their
home agency along with activity
suggestions.

Some people may be intimidated by the term “mentoring,”
but it is similar to “Big Brother/
Sister” or “Foster Grandparent”
programs. Mentors, though, are

Reports show that mentored

The Homer Methodist Church Food Pantry raised
$452.16 through its "Lunch Bucket Campaign to
Fight Hunger" last November and December.
Thanks to all who gave.

youth are far more likely to stay
in school and far less apt to
engage in high-risk behaviors
such as drug and alcohol abuse.
Currently, over 100 individuals
are in a mentoring program in
our community, but at least 50
more are on a waiting list for a
mentor of their own. The waiting list for young males, ages
10-18 is especially long, as they
need positive male role models
and very few individuals have
applied. Mentoring can be a life
changing experience both for
the mentored individual and the
adult. Mentors report that they
view the world with new eyes
and they feel that the experience is as important to them as
it is to their mentee.
Two hours a week? You know
you have that time. Share your
time, your attention, your interests, and your compassion with
a young individual who is waiting for you.

For more information on how
you can positively influence the
life of a youth in our community
contact:
Sara Earl at the YWCA Bridges
for Kids program 753-9651 to
men
tor children ages 5-11
who reside in stressed home
situations
Leslie Wilkins Youth Assist
Program at Cortland Prevention
Resources 756-8970 for individual and group mentoring for
youth ages 12-18
Leah Calzolaio at Cortland
Prevention Resources’ LGBT
Center for peer mentoring 7568970
Aaron Baier at Access to
Independence 753-7363 for
peer mentoring for individuals
with disabilities.
Our
message:
Mentoring
Matters. Pass it on.
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Where is The Homer News Being Read??

Leigh and Dan Bellardini with their children Lauren and Carson
enjoying The Homer News at their home in Charlotte, NC

Jean Cadwallader and Deb Cadwallader Taylor read the Homer
News in Guatemala City in front of the Guatemala colored
Christmas tree

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-7537003 for appointment. Sheridan's
Jewelers, 8 Main Street, downtown
Cortland.

CARS & TRUCKS
2004 Chevy Aveo for sale $1895 firm, 4
door, 5 speed manual transmission, app
21-26 mpg, 126K, oil changed every 3K,
fold down rear seats, excellent fwd car in
the snow, great little car for those that love to
drive stick shift. Grey, also includes 4 brand
new tires just put on. Can be seen on RT 38
outside Freeville past West Dryden Rd.

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________

Chuck Hickmott, good friend of Ed Finkbener, sent this photo of
Chuck reading The Homer News In Munich, Germany in early
October.

+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

The Homer News • January 15. 2015 •11

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
(607) 749-5332 •

Fax: (607) 749-5740

HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

Jim Hopkins

Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Service Work
Licensed Master Plumber

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

10B15

Lynn Hughston - Owner • Jill Jones - Office Manager
5056 State Route 41 • Homer, New York 13077

12b14

12B15

12B13

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307

315.696.8918

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

12B15

11b15

Homer, NY 13077

607.749.2613

(607) 753-0300

Don Ferris
55 N. Main Street • Homer, NY 13077

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

printandsign72@yahoo.com
www.quali-graphics.com

12B15

SUPER CREAM
DAIRY BAR

Homemade hard ice cream
Check out our food menu!
75 North West Road—Route 281

607-749-3348
Hours: 11am - 9 pm Wed thru Sun
Closed: Monday & Tuesday

Your go-to venue for every occasion!

Business Meetings-Weddings-Birthdays-Conferences
Trainings-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries
Summer Picnics/Parties/Graduations at our Outside Pavilion!
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

131 Port Watson Street, Cortland, NY 13045
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Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

1c15

Douglas Withey 607-345-0016 - Brian Withey 607-345-8519
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net or wcatw2o@gmail.com

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

607-749-2442

5B15

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net
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Logging
& Firewood

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

Reasonable Rates • Highest Prices Paid
Quality Property Management
Logging Large & Small Lots

●Wedding Receptions ●Wedding Showers
●Birthday Parties ●Graduation Parties
●Family Reunions ●Work Parties
●Group Organizations ●Fundraisers

Michael Thayer
607.372.1023

Contact us for any
advertising or
promotional item
you may need!

The Port Watson Mini Conference Center

Elizabeth Brewster House
41 South Main Street • Homer, NY

• Offset Printing
• Screen Printing
• Vehicle Lettering
• Building Signs
• Magnets
• Drinkware
• Pencils & Pens
• Flash Drives
• Hats
• Key tags
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Homer During the Civil War (1861-1865)

Medal of Honor Recipient, Llewellyn Powell Norton - by Edmund Raus
(continued from Jan 1, 2015 issue)
Llewellyn P. Norton from Scott served
as a sergeant in Company L, 10th New
York Cavalry regiment from late 1862
until the end of the war in the spring of
1865. The 10th was part of the Cavalry
Corps, Army of the Potomac, fighting in Virginia during most of the war.
Despite Norton’s two extended hospital stays resulting from his contracting
typhoid fever (Jul. 14, 1863-Feb. 1864
and Aug. 1864-Mar. 1865), he participated in the following engagements:
Fredericksburg (Dec.13 1862); Brandy
Station (Jun. 9, 1863); Middleburg
(Jun. 19, 1863); Gettysburg, Pa. (Jul.
1-3, 1863); Ground Squirrel Church
(May 11, 1864); Haw’s Shop (May 28,
1864); St. Mary’s Church (Jun. 24,
1864); Sailor’s Creek (Apr. 6, 1865);
and he was present with the army at
Appomattox Court House, Virginia, on
April 9, 1865, when General Robert E.
Lee surrendered his Army of Northern
Virginia to General U. S. Grant. He
received a saber wound on the back of
his head during the fighting at Ground
Squirrel Church.
The military memoirs of Sergeant
Norton published in the Homer
Republican newspaper from 1909 to
1911 are quite revealing and present
an example of one of many “citizen
soldiers” from the North who served
with a strong sense of duty to his
comrades and to the cause for which
they fought. Despite his debilitating
illness, Norton refused transfer to the
Invalid Corps and although he spent
most of his service in various company
staff duties, he always seemed to join
the fight whenever the firing started.
Once, after what seemed to him an
inordinate wait for a replacement horse
at a remount facility, he took a horse
without authority in order to get back
to his company. Only after some fast
talking on his part and the sympathy
of his captain did he avoid criminal
charges being brought against him for
his actions.
Norton in his memoirs generally
avoids politics (other than saying that
he voted for Lincoln) and he has little
to say about the generals and their
campaigns. He is merciless however
in exposing any evidence of cowardice
or incompetence he witnessed while
in service. When he joined the headquarters guard for General William B.
Franklin during the disastrous Battle of
Fredericksburg, he observed that the
general spent most of his time drunk
in his tent while his staff directed the
fighting. Once, while he was laid up
in a military hospital, he reported an
unfit doctor to his superiors resulting

in the man being discharged from
the army. He called out a comrade
in Company L named John Madole
from the town of Marathon as “a quarrelsome fellow and a great fist-fighter
but a coward in battle.” Norton also
recounted with obvious satisfaction
how he cheated the much maligned
army sutlers who sold luxury items to
the soldiers at exorbitant prices and
how skilled he became at “foraging”
corn and chickens from the farms
of haughty Southern landowners.
Apparently only once did he show
any compassion toward enemy soldiers, when a wounded Southern
officer and Freemason acknowledged the Masonic emblem Norton
wore on his coat.
Anyone reading Norton’s memoirs
is struck by the extraordinary courage he demonstrated when under
enemy fire. At Brandy Station he
rode back into the fight to rescue
a fallen comrade. At St. Mary’s
Church he volunteered to carry a
heavy box of desperately needed
ammunition down an open slope
in full view of the enemy. Bullets
thudding into the ground around him
and passed through the crown of
his hat, his coat, and canteen, but
he arrived at the battle line unhurt
and calmly began distributing the
rounds to the men. At Sailor’s Creek
he ignored orders to stay with the
company records and quartermaster
stores and instead drew his sword
and joined the front rank of a cavalry
charge against a line of enemy infantry along a roadway. As they overran the Confederate position Norton
noticed a group of Rebel infantrymen
trying to drag a cannon to the rear
down a ravine. Without a second
thought, he alone rode down upon
them, waving his sword and ordering them to surrender. One man
ran off, but the other five raised their
muskets with bayonets fixed. Norton
rode right into the group; deflecting up the leveled muskets with his
sword and then knocking two men
to the ground with a downward cut
of his blade. Seeing that escape
was hopeless, the infantrymen surrendered. Norton was credited with
capturing the cannon and five enemy
soldiers. For his courageous actions
in this battle he was promoted to the
rank of sergeant major and brevet
lieutenant, and he was awarded the
nation’s highest military tribute, the
Medal of Honor.
After his discharge in June of 1865,
Norton returned to the family home
on West Scott Road (located a short
distance above Cutler Road, the

property remained in the family until
1869). In 1867 he married Marietta
Egbertson, the daughter of Barnet and
Asenath (Van Patten) Egbertson of
Preble and the sister of Orange S.
Egbertson, their only son, who served
with Norton in Company L, and died
in a skirmish on June 18, 1864. The
Nortons lived on the Norton-Egbertson
farm in the Bennett Hollow area of
north Preble until the farmhouse
burned in 1881. The farm consisted of
over 1000 acres and extended into the
adjacent town of Tully. They had two
children; Clara (1871-1967), who married John Van Buskirk, and Eugene H.
(1877-1898).
The Norton family moved into Homer
Village in the spring of 1892, and
around 1900 they acquired the home
at 3 Grove Street. Here Llewellyn
worked in the fire and life insurance
business, wrote his memoirs, and participated in the activities of various local
veterans organizations. On February
16, 1914, while clearing snow from his
driveway, he suffered heart failure and

died. He was buried in the Egbertson
plot in Elmwood Cemetery, Preble (on
the left at the entrance). A bronze
plaque identifying him as a Medal of
Honor recipient is a recent addition to
his grave.
Llewellyn Powell Norton provided his
own epitaph when in his last newspaper article for his military memoirs he
spoke directly to his readers. He said:
“ I do not want you to get the
idea that I am ‘the brave one.’
There were thousands upon
thousands of them. I simply
tried to do my duty as a soldier and I can truly say that
my service in the army is the
proudest part of my life. “

Llewellyn P. Norton

Marietta Norton

photo - Cortland Co. Historical
Society

Note: A special exhibit at the Cortland
County Historical Society features
items from Cortland’s military past and
includes Llewellyn’s sword, the bullet riddled hat he wore in the fight at
St. Mary’s church, and his Medal of
Honor. For more information call 607
756 6071.

photo courtesy of Greg Reed

Edmund Raus lives in Homer and has researched extensively the residents of Cortland
County who served in the Civil War. We are pleased to present this information to our
readers. Look for more from Edmund in future issues of The Homer News.
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Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
• NYS Inspection
• Oil Change & Filter
• Brakes & Suspension
• Computer Diagnostics
•Tires; mount, balance, rotate
• Alignment - up to 210” wheelbase

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714

