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The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.
Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

The Homer Village board met on
Tuesday, March 3 in the fire Department
Day Room.
In addition to the acceptance of the
departmental reports, the board was
informed by the Clerk-Treasurer Lou
Anne Randall that property owners
will be able to pay taxes on-line with
a credit card. However, there is a fee
charged to the cardholder for using
the service, since municipalities are
not allowed to accept less than the full
amount for taxes, If the village, or any
other municipality were to absorb the
service fee, it would constitute accepting less than the full amount for taxes.
For more information, go to the village
web site: www.homerny.org.
Mayor Suits noted that several water
services in the village had frozen, leaving residents without water. It is possible that some of the freeze-ups are in
the line into the house from the main,
while others may be inside the house
in unheated and/or poorly insulated
spaces.
The mayor suggests that if your
water has frozen and been thawed
that you leave a small stream of water
running if we continue to have the subfreezing weather. At press time, we
are experiencing a fairly warm period,

but that can easily change here in central New York. She also noted that if
residents are concerned about a large
water bill because they left a small
stream of water running they should
contact her regarding an adjustment to
the water bill. The Red Cross provided
bottled water at the Fire Station for
residents without water, and you can
also get water for cooking and flushing
by bringing covered containers to the
Fire Station to be filled.
Jessica Tarry and Lauren Flood, art
teachers at Homer Schools, presented
a proposal to the Village Board to
install banners along Route 281 in the
village. The banners will be designed
by Homer students and paid for by a
grant. There has already been discussion with businesses on RT 281 and
with National Grid to get permission to
attach the banners to the poles. The
Board was in general agreement with
the project.
The trash hauler started using the
new trash and recycling receptacles
last week. There were a few glitches,
and the Mayor indicated that if Seniors
have issues and can't get the receptacles out to the curb, contact the Village
offices and they'll do what they can to
get help for people.

THANK YOU!
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The Town of Homer announced the
appointment of Randy Deal as the
new Assessor for the town. He was
appointed to replace David Briggs,
who resigned last December.
The office is located in the Homer
Town Hall building. Office hours are
Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to
12:30 pm and by appointment.
Frances K. Armstrong is the Clerk to
the Assessor and Stephanie Baldwin is
the Data Collector. The phone number
remains the same, 607-749-3153.
Mr. Deal is also the Assessor for the
City of Cortland and the Town of Virgil.
He will maintain the tax records for all
3 municipalities at the office; 31 North
Main Street, Homer, NY 13077.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
March 21 - Saturday
Homeville Presents: Homer Braves
Baseball . Presenter Tony Kissel. This
program will be in the Museum Theater
at 1p.m. Admission to the program is
$5.00
March 21 - Saturday
Nature Hike at Lime Hollow Nature
Center. 10:00 am. Guided tour with
a Lime Hollow Naturalist. Bring binoculars, field guides, small snack and
a water bottle. Free, donations appreciated. 607-662-4632 or www.limehollow.
org.
March 28 - Saturday
Center for the Arts - Opera Cabaret
Dinner. 6-10:30 pm. Presented by the
Tri-Cities Opera. Fund Raiser for Center
for the Arts. 749-4900 or www.center4art.org.
March 28 - Saturday
Lime Hollow - Maple Sugarin' Day. 8
am to 1 pm. Visitor Center Pancke
Breakfast opens at 8 am. Fee.
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines. March 18, 2015 for the March
26, 2015 issue.

Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Matt Banazek, Harry
Coleman

Town Of Homer
Appoints New
Assessor

The new recycling and trash "Totes" - the proper way to face them toward the
street.

Chicken & Biscuit Supper in
LaFayette on March 17
The Columbian Presbyterian Church in Lafayette will be hosting a
Chicken & Biscuit Supper on Tues. March 17, from 4 -7pm.
The meal will include our delicious chicken & biscuits, along with a
vegetable, dessert and beverage, for only $10 for adults, and $5 for
children 12 and younger. Come in and enjoy a hot meal during this
long cold winter. More info: 677-3293, or cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com ,
or www.ColumbianPresbyterianChurch.com .

NEXT ISSUE

"The Homer Food Pantry
located in the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church
is open every Tuesday from
10AM to 1PM. We serve
Homer residents and families with children enrolled in
Homer Schools."
MOBILE WALLET TECHNOLOGY,
such as Apple Pay; allows users to pay
for items with their mobile devices.
In the United States, about 220,000
locations accept Apple Pay; 9 million
accept credit and debit cards. The
global market for mobile wallet systems is expected to hit $1275 billion
by 2020.

The next issue of The Homer News will be March 26, 2015. DEADLINE: for ads and news is
March 18, 2015
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America’s Boating
Seward
Course March 28, 29 Empowers
Ithaca Sail and Power Squadron
is sponsoring a NYS certified Safe
Boating course, March 28 & 29,
2015 at the Town of Homer Senior
Center, Homer , NY.
Registration begins at 8:30am on
the 28th. Class begins at 9:00am.
This beginners’ course covers recreational boating, cruising, watersports, and personal watercraft.
Students that pass this course will
obtain a boating certificate and a license to operate a Personal watercraft.
Cost is $40.00
For more information contact KevinWilliams - 607-749-7808
Email kwillia3@twcny.rr.com or preregister at www.usps.org.

Still Some Openings
for March 14 Safe
Driver Class

Saturday March 14th from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm, Cortlandville Town Hall, meeting room, 3577 Terrace Rd., Cortland.
Classes may be rescheduled due to
lack of registration; likewise walk-ins
may be turned away.
REGISTER IN ADVANCE @ 758-5509,
CORTLAND COUNTY HEALTH DEPT

Vision Support
Group to Meet
March 27
The Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging’s Vision Support Group will be
gathering on Friday March 27, 2015 at
11:00am in room B-1 of the Cortland
County Office Building, 60 Central Ave.
Cortland, NY
Lunch will be provided followed by a presentation on New York Connects. What
is it? How can it help you? Presented by
Debbie Walls Aging Services Specialist
Vision Support Group welcomes all with
visual impairment, their friends, family
and interested community members.

Seniors To Fight
Scam Artists
Hosting free senior scam prevention forum in Homer
ONEONTA, 03/09/15 -- State Senator
James L. Seward (R/C/I – Oneonta)
today announced that he will be hosting
a free senior scam prevention forum in
Homer.

This event has been well attended in its first two years, and this year will likely
be well-attended, even if the weather doesn't fully cooperate.

Senator Seward has also supported
numerous measures to update New
York’s laws to prevent criminals from
using financial schemes to prey upon
senior citizens and to appropriately punish those convicted of such crimes.
“Educating senior citizens so they
are able to recognize criminal scams
is a helpful step, however, we also
need to strengthen our laws to clamp
down on these crimes and the criminals who commit them. Enacting
stiffer penalties and providing investigators and prosecutors with the
proper resources will go a long way
toward stopping those who exploit
senior citizens,” Seward added.

The forum is free and open to the
public.  

8 - 11 am

To register online, go to: www.score-this.com. Awards will be given in both
"Overall" and aage groups.

Scams targeting senior citizens are on
the rise. According to the AARP, roughly one-third of all scam victims are 65 or
older. AARP estimates that fraud costs
older Americans more than $3 billion a
year, but the true figure is many times
higher, because most of these crimes
go unreported out of embarrassment.

Please RSVP by calling The Area
Agency on Aging at 753-5060 by March
26, 2015.

Mar. 15th

The event will take place Saturday, March 28, 2015. It will start at the Elks Lodge
at 9:00 am. Pre-registration is encouraged, but entries will be accepted until 8:40
am on race day. There is an entry fee for the event.

Senator Seward is partnering with the
New York State Department of State
to inform senior citizens, caregivers,
and others about the alarming trend of
senior targeted scams. A specialist with
the Division of Consumer Protection will
conduct the free presentation, helping
senior citizens proactively protect their
identities and avoid becoming the victims of a scam.

The senior scam prevention forum will
take place on:
Wednesday, March 18th from 4:30
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Phillips Free
Library, 37 South Main Street in
Homer.

Sunday

The Homer Elks Lodge #2506 will again be administering the Annual March
Madness 3K Run/Walk.

“Scam artists are becoming more
and more sophisticated and senior
citizens are quite often the targets
of these ruthless criminals,” said
Senator Seward. “Alerting seniors to
some common schemes and arming
them with the tools needed to steer
clear of these devious crimes will
go a long way toward safeguarding their financial savings and well
being, that’s why I am sponsoring
this event.”

If transportation is needed, please
call Cortland Transit at 758-3383 three
days prior to meeting date. There is no
charge for vision support group attendees to use the Transit system to and
from the group meeting.
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Homer Elks to Sponsor
3rd Annual 3K Run/Walk

Physical Therapy

BREAKFAST
BUFFET
Last One Until Fall
$8.00 tax included ALL WELCOME

Bacon, Eggs, Pancakes, Sausage, Waffles, Homer Fries,
Omelets, Corned Beef Hash, Ham, Toast, Coffee, Juice

Return to what matters most
Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com
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The Homer of Amelia Jenks Bloomer
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian
The great nineteenth century social
reformer Amelia Jenks Bloomer, whose
married name became associated
with the controversial pantaloons outfit
sported by women advocating for equal
rights, spent her childhood in the Village
of Homer. Born here on May 27, 1818,
Amelia Jenks was a Homer resident
until the Jenks Family moved to Seneca
Falls, NY, when she was seven years
old. She was present at the Seneca
Falls Convention of July 1848 when the
Declaration of Rights and Sentiments
was drawn up calling for political rights
for women. The next year, she created The Lily, a newspaper for women.
Her efforts have been remembered in
numerous ways, including becoming
the namesake of an annual feminist
booklist: The Amelia Bloomer Project.
This honors the top feminist books for
young readers.
What was Homer like when Amelia
was growing up here? To understand,
here is a brief self-guided tour you can
take at your leisure. It will familiarize
you with the neighborhood around the
Town Hall on North Main Street as
Amelia would have known it.
First, it is important to understand
the attraction people felt to Homer, a
little settlement in the heart of early
nineteenth century Central New York.
Homer was a growing commercial center on the banks of the Tioughnioga
River and only some thirty miles from
the Erie Canal to the north in 1832 and
with a railroad line passing through in
the 1850s. Add to that economic appeal,
the presence of a progressive co-educational academy on the Green that
was intertwined in that day with religion,
namely the Congregational Church next
door. People came here for agrarian and
mercantile work and to raise their families along religious principles. Social
reform in the early 1800s was debated
in the classroom, preached from the
pulpit, and discussed at the family dinner table. In the 1820s, the academy’s
Supervising Principal Samuel Buell
Woolworth and the Congregational minister John Keep advocated for social
reforms like temperance, abolition of
slavery, and women’s rights -- about fifty
years before such causes gained heavy
popular support.
In this kind of intellectual climate the
young Amelia Jenks found herself as
she began her life at the home at 43
North Main Street. We begin our walk
here at her childhood home. Stand
at the side and notice how the residence was built incrementally over the
years. As families increased in size and
wealth, additions were added on. Some,
like this structure, were built toward the
back; others added on over the years
toward the road.
As we walk south from here along
Main Street, notice when other houses
were built. (Hint: the oval plaques on the
front indicate the year the building was
constructed.) Which ones were here
when Amelia was a child and which
were not?
We come now to the Town Hall at 31
North Main. When Amelia was a child,
on this site stood a hotel built by Enos
Stimson. Later, it was known as the
National Hotel. It boasted of 52 rooms,
a stable to accommodate 100 horses,
and one flush toilet (for the guests,
not the horses). In 1904 the hotel was
consumed by fire. It was reported that
“the crockery was thrown from the windows” while the feather beds were
“carried down the ladders.” At an estimated loss of $12,000, it is this hotel
fire that opened up a space in which the
Town Hall could be constructed in 1908.
Some nearby homes are said to have
been built using lumber retrieved from
the ruins of the old hotel.
It is at a spot behind the Hall that
Homer had its beginnings. Walk to the

bridge spanning the river. The first
settlers from New England arrived in
1791. It is here on the west bank of
the Tioughnioga River that Asa White
built a water-powered grist mill in 1798
– the first in Cortland County. Here the
growing number of farm families could
get corn ground into meal and wheat
into flour. Here is where they gathered
for Sabbath meetings (church) and for
a general meeting place – even on
nights when wolves were howling up
on the nearby hillside and panthers
were on their nocturnal prowls. There
are some ruins and a millstone of the
last mill – the Darby Mill – along the
riverbank. The mill pond was behind a
dam, approximately where some beavers have had the good sense to build
theirs. It was a fine spot for swimming
in the summer and for ice-skating in the
winter. The Jenks property was adjacent to the river.
We will now walk back up Water
Street (formerly Mill Street). Some
shops were located along this Street
and a tannery near the river. At the end
of the Street you see the stately home
of the Nichols Family at 18 North Main.
On this spot, in 1799, Asa White built
his home, a salt-box style frame house.
Around 1826, the house was moved to
its present location at 20 Clinton Street.
It is the oldest of the 220 structures
in the Historic District today. Asa was
the grandfather of Homer-born, Andrew
Dickson White. Andrew, with Ezra
Cornell, founded Cornell University and
was its first president. According to
Andrew D. White, the success of the
Academy in Homer as a co-educational
institution of learning influenced the
decision to make Cornell University coeducational.
With the house removed two years
after the Jenks Family departed from
their home, in its place, this Greek
Revival home was built by Connecticutborn Jedediah Barber. Jedediah and
Matilda Barber moved to Homer from
Tully in 1811 and raised two more
generations of Barbers here. In 1812,
they built The Great Western, a threestory mercantile emporium of wood on
Main Street which was the Wal-Mart of
Central NY in the 19th century. Without
a doubt, the Jenks family patronized
this store. Everyone did. Evidence of
Barber’s commercial success is this
brick structure with magnificent fluted
Ionic columns from an Asher Benjamin
sketchbook and fine iron grilles in the
frieze below the roofline.
Jedediah was one of the founders of
the academy on the Green chartered
by the state in 1819, one year after
Amelia Jenks was born. For 50 years
he served on the Board of Education,
very much aware that children should
not be lacking as he had been in receiving an education. He and his son, Paris
Barber, befriended a teenaged boy
named Frank Carpenter who showed
an aptitude and skill for portrait-painting. It was Paris who brought furniture
across the street to this building on the
corner of Water and Main and paid the
rent for the future famous painter of
Lincoln as “The Great Emancipator” to
have his studio on the second floor.
The building and the next two
attached were owned by William
Sherman. Sherman constructed this
building in 1827, three years after the
Jenks Family left Homer. The other
additions date to 1853 and 1860. Here,
Sherman made a fortune and a name
for himself manufacturing the first
machine-made iron nails made in New
York State. These were the famous “S”
nails, with the letter “S” for Sherman
on the nail head. Today, these nails
are used to date the age of a structure. See how important Homer was
as an early commercial center in the
center of the state? Local contractor

Tom Neiderhofer has purchased this
Sherman Block and restored it to its
19th century appearance as the Homer
Exchange, where farmers from miles
around arrived to exchange agricultural products for items they could not
make for themselves, such as nails.
Evidence of Sherman’s prosperity
is the next structure, his home, also
owned and beautifully restored by Tom
Neiderhofer. This is the Federal style
home built by Sherman in the 1820s
of local grey stone. It was covered
in stucco in 1918. Note how well
the color now matches the color of
the brick house across the street—a
federal style house owned by a doctor in the 1840s. Inside the Sherman
Mansion is Linani’s, soon to be a full
service restaurant, where one can find
three rooms, one each dedicated to
Francis Carpenter, William Stoddard,
and Eli DeVoe, three native-sons of
Homer with significant connections to
President Abraham Lincoln.
The next two large brick buildings down the east side of the street
are important. The first building was
originally built by Jedediah Barber as a
bank. Once the railroad came through
with his support, he entered the banking business, giving out loans. Two
disasters hit the Barbers in the 1850s.
The Railroad venture busted and the
Barbers lost money, and The Great
Western burned. The Barbers rebuilt
on the site, which is the tall three story
building of brick housing Bev & Co and
the Olde Homer Shoppe. This was the
Great Western built in 1863, with an
opera house on the third floor. In 1866,
Homer’s Frank Carpenter brought to
the opera house his famous painting
done at the White House in 1864. This
is the one showing Lincoln reading the
Emancipation Proclamation before the
Cabinet members for the first time.
Up two flights of stairs paraded folks
to see the painting on exhibit in 1866
before it was taken to be shown at the
Cortland Agricultural Fair, an annual
event started by Homer’s Paris Barber.
There is a story that a barrel of
molasses broke open in the cellar of
The Great Western, leaving the floor
covered with two inches of the sweet
liquid. Word spread quickly, and soon
all the boys in the village were trying
to get into the cellar to dip their fingers
into the tasty molasses and convey it
to their mouths.
“All roads lead to Homer” was the
expression in the days of young Amelia
Bloomer. Why even a farmer in Virgil
would nose his horse toward “Uncle
Jed’s store” in Homer and bypass
Cortland completely. Then, Cortland
became the county seat and a larger commercial center than Homer.
Looking back on it, we are sure glad
they did! It allowed us to remain small
and quaint, like a Norman Rockwell
painting.
The National Hotel was called the
“upper hotel” and a “lower hotel” was
where the fire station is now. In the time
of Amelia Jenks’ childhood in Homer,
four stage coaches passed through
Homer daily, and hotels and taverns
did a brisk business in the community,
bringing folks from far away and news
of a society that would slowly address
the lack of equal rights for women and
blacks. Those rights came thanks to
efforts made by the likes of Homer’s
Amelia Jenks Bloomer.
In 1850, Amelia returned to Homer
to visit friends. It was reported in the
newspaper that as she made her way
down Main Street in her “bloomers,” it
was not without giggles from a troop
of local boys following her. We do not
giggle anymore at the sight of trousered women, nor do we find it appropriate to ask the question “Who wears the
pants in the family?”. Let us remember
Amelia Jenks Bloomer’s contribution to
significant social and political changes
and take pride in Homer’s part in her
early development.

Leader Kolb:
Missed Opportunity
To Make Assembly
More Open,
Accountable &
Transparent
New York State Assembly Minority
Leader Brian M. Kolb (R,CCanandaigua) and the Assembly
Minority Conference today offered
each member of the Assembly an
opportunity to vote on sweeping and
historic reform proposals. The “Open,
Accountable & Transparent” Rules
Reform package is comprised of 17
common-sense measures that are
fair and needed to help improve how
the state Assembly would conduct its
operations.
Leader Kolb introduced the reform proposals last week at a press conference
following decades of abuse of power
by some elected officials in the state
legislature.
The 17 measures were defeated, with
an overwhelming number of Assembly
Majority members voting no. With an
opportunity to truly shake up Assembly
operations following a string of corruption scandals in Albany, Leader
Kolb expressed disappointment in the
Assembly Majority for failing to enact
these meaningful reforms. Leader Kolb
has been a longtime advocate of openness and increased accountability in
the state legislature.
“By rejecting these reforms, the
Assembly Democrats are rejecting
changing Albany for the better,” said
Leader Kolb. “Following his election to
lead the chamber, Assembly Speaker
Carl Heastie stated, ‘through reform
and action we will change this cynicism into trust’. Today, when given the
opportunity to prove they wanted to
rebuild that trust, Assembly Democrats
voted instead to keep the cynicism
that has unfortunately become synonymous with the state Assembly.”
“Our proposals would have been a
positive step toward earning back the
public’s trust. It’s unacceptable that
Assembly Majority members voted
instead to keep the status-quo that has
led to abuse of power and corruption
within the state legislature for decades.
Voting against these common-sense
proposals demonstrates their lack of
urgency in reforming state government
and sends the worst possible message
to New Yorkers.”
Leader Kolb and the Assembly Minority
Conference stated the seventeen
reform proposals would bring greater
accountability, fairness and transparency to state Assembly operations.
Included in the plan are proposals to:
•
Enact eight-year term limits for
Legislative Leaders;
•
Enact eight-year term limits on
Speaker of the Assembly;
•
Televise standing committee
meetings, record all committee meetings and make them available on the
Assembly website;
•
Allow each member of the
Assembly to have at least one substantive piece of legislation move
from committee and brought to the
Assembly for a vote; and
•
Enact eight-year term limits for
committee Chairpersons.
“Today was an unfortunate missed
opportunity for the Assembly Majority
to join our conference in a show of
bipartisanship and pass meaningful
reforms that New Yorkers expect and
deserve,” Leader Kolb concluded.
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 8AM-9PM • SUNDAY 8AM-8PM

7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311•Prices Effective Monday March 16-Saturday March 21, 2015
ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEAT Quality You Can Depend On
Fresh, All Natural

Honeysuckle White

1
$ 98
4
$ 48
2

$ 39
lb.

Frozen•Boneless• Skinless

Haddock
Fillets

Porkloin Chops
or Roasts

1

Hatfield Classic

1 lb. pkg.
Sugardale

All Meat
Hot Dogs

lb.

Sugardale, Deli Sliced

3/$
1 lb. pkg.

GROCERY Great Buys In Every Aisle
Ragu
Pasta Sauce

2/$
23.9-24 oz.

3

4
5/$
5.4 oz.
5
ea.

Betty Crocker

Shake n Pour Pancake Mix
Shurfine •Several Varieties

Salad Dressings

16 oz.

Adirondack • Several Varieties

Flavored Water

6 pk.

FROZEN
BUY 1, GET

16 oz.

Shurfine

Sliced Strawberries

16 oz.

4
2/$
5

2/$

1 FREE

Hormel

Select Varieties

Healthy Choice Steamers 9.5-10.3 oz.

5

2/$

6

Dutch Country Bread
Stroehmann’s

Brown & Serve Rolls
Shurfine

Italian Bread

Several Flavors

Shurfine
Soda

12 pk.

4/$

plus dep.

10
15 oz.

Shurfine

Chicken or Beef Broth

12-14 oz.

Shurfine

Grape Jelly

32 oz.

Bisquick Mix

Select Varieties

8 oz.

Select Varieties

Shurfine Shredded Cheese

8 oz.

3/$
3/$

Select Varieties

Shurfine Cottage Cheese

16 oz.

1 FREE
18 oz.
20 oz.

1
$ 79
1

$ 99

PRODUCE

5
5

1

$ 79

“St. Patrick’s Day”

Green Cabbage

lb.

Garden Fresh

White Potatoes

5 lb. bag

Dole• Classic Blend

Salad Mix

Apple Cider

Edy’s Ice Cream

Gallon

BUY 1, GET

1 FREE

Several Varieties

Ben & Jerry’s Ice Cream

pints

Good Humor King Cones

4 pk.

Several Varieties

ATM AVAILABLE

28¢
$ 48
1
$ 28
1
$ 98
3

12 oz. pkg.

Blossom Valley

Several Varieties • 48 oz.

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING WITH US!

1
$ 99
1

$ 99

20 oz.

ICE CREAM
BUY 1, GET

5
88¢

3/$

Betty Crocker

BREAD
Stroehmann’s 20-24 oz.

lb.

Chili With Beans

1 FREE Shurfine Cheese Sticks

2/$

Or Cafe Egg Salad

BUY 1, GET

DAIRY

Select Varieties

Pepperidge Farms Cakes

2/$

Oceanside
Sea Salad

50 oz.

10.5-12.5 oz.

Betty Crocker • Supreme or Ultimate Fudge

Brownie Mixes

5

4

lb.

Sugardale, Deli Fresh

Purex
Laundry
Detergent

Apple Jacks or Corn Pops

2/$

Salami

Or Sandwich
Style Pepperoni

Select Varieties

Kellogg’s
Cereals
Frosted Flakes, Froot Loops,

Old World Style

lb.

1 FREE

Select Varieties

4
$ 98
5
$ 58
4
$ 58

BUY 1, GET Hard or Genoa

Sliced
Bacon

lb.

Several Flavors

Applewood
Smoked Ham

$ 08

USDA Grade A

lb.

Boneless•Center Cut

Russer’s, Deli Sliced

Chicken Leg
Quarters

Frozen
Turkey Breast
USDA Grade A
5-8 lb. avg.

DELI

2/$

4

9

$ 29
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Our Readers Write

PAID POLITICAL AD

Considerations for the March 18th Election
and

Accomplishments of Mayor Suits

FINANCIAL STABILITY:
• No tax rate increase over for 4 years and then only 1% each
year for 2 years
• Worked and working to broaden tax base
INFRASTRUCTURE:
• New ﬁre truck – paid for in cash ($498,000)
• Fire Dept equipment – grants for Fire Air Packs ($160,000), ﬁre
hose & nozzles ($40,000)
• Sewer grant for repairs ($30,000)
• Road repair reserve fund started
• Updated outdated vehicles
• Garbage still included in taxes-no bags or tags
INTER-MUNICIPAL COOPERATION:
• Municipal purchases - with the Town of Homer
• Chipper purchase - with the C of Cortland, V of McGraw, T of
Cortlandville
• Sewer camera purchase-with C of Cortland, V of McGraw, T of
Cortlandville
• Water meter grant, billing-with the City of Cortland, T of
Cortlandville
• Highway repairs with Cortland County, towns in County
• Recreational ﬁeld use with Homer Central Schools, City of
Cortland
THESE ARE PAST AND ONGOING ACTIVITIES/ACTIONS WE HAVE SEEN
REPORTED OR OBSERVED. And there are more, but THERE IS ONE
OTHER ISSUE THAT SHOULD ALSO BE CONSIDERED:

Former Fire Chief Suports Suits for Mayor
To the Editor,
We currently have a contested run for the position
of Mayor for the Village of Homer, and I would like
to give the voters in the Village some information
about Genevieve Suits.
I have personally worked with Mayor Suits both
while she was a Trustee and during her time as
Mayor and my time as Fire Chief. In my opinion
Gen has been more than fair and is very concerned about the financial position of the Village
as well as providing the Village departments what
they need to work with.
During her time as Mayor, the Fire Department
has not been lacking in support for funding for
items that we were in need of. Gen wouldn’t just
say “OK” to funding various items. We had to
show the need and not just the want, and if we
could show the justification, she would support us.
One of the biggest items was the purchase of a
used ladder truck to replace a 1968 ladder that
was condemned due to damage and old age of
the aerial device. This process to purchase a
good used vehicle took nearly 4 years and several
workshops and meetings to show the need for
such a large purchase.
The support from the Mayor for this purchase
definitely wasn’t easy, but she was always willing
to listen, and ask pertinent questions. In the end,
due to good fiscal planning and budgeting, we
were able to purchase an excellent used aerial/
pumper and pay cash for it!

THE VILLAGE OFFICE LOCATION IS AN IMPORTANT ISSUE ABSOLUTELY
BUT IS THE VILLAGE OFFICE LOCATION THE ONLY ISSUE –
ABSOLUTELY NOT!!

This purchase also allow us to down size the
Village fire fleet by one 1976 pumper that would
have required nearly $7000 in repairs to make it
safe and road worthy.

We have a mayor capable of overseeing day-to-day operations, handling
unforeseen contingencies, and working with other agencies and groups
while planning for the future all while under legal constraints and
limitations. That’s why we will vote to have Mayor Genevieve Suits
continue as our mayor.
Ward and JoAnn Dukelow

I found the Mayor willing to let the Fire Department
make purchases within our budget that were not
specifically spelled out in a line item, but would
enhance the safety of our firefighters. One such
purchase was a thermal imaging camera, which is
a device that we used to find fire hidden within a
wall, as well as being able to see a downed firefighter if the situation should ever present itself.

Election Day is Wednesday, March 18, 2015

I personally felt that the working relationship that I

Past Legislator Comments
on Candidacies
To the Editor:
I am pleased to see there are
two candidates seeking the honor
of becoming Homers next Mayor.
It is always a surprise when one
person can stand for two parties
and flip flop whenever needed. It
is certainly understandable that a
really outstanding person could be
cross endorsed because they have
either served so well or are just
very non-political. The very nonpolitical part is a little hard to attach
to someone who is registered, has
run and been elected and served
under the party affiliation that they
and only they chose.
Having been involved in the
political scene, run and served as a
County Legislator and also served
as the Clerk of the Legislator, I
do understand the games that
may be played. If you somehow
can’t make your own party leaders
happy, you may always choose to
flip over and seek endorsement.
The irony here to me seems that
you should at least get your own
party affiliation nomination first and
foremost.
Many people in the world we
live in do not make commitments
to any sure thing. I realize life
causes many changes in our lives,
and that we all have the right and
responsibility to grow and change
hopefully for the better. What has

always disturbed me and does to
this day is when the change a person makes appears to be made for
self-serving reasons. If you truly
stand for what you believe in how
can it be to the right or to the left.
I couldn’t say I believe in less government and then vote to make it
grow. I couldn’t say I want to lower
your taxes and then vote for to
make them increase. It is so easy
in the world of today to not take a
stand but to wobble back and forth
and say I will stand where I benefit
the most.
I hope the voters of the Village of
Homer take the time to look at the
credentials of the two candidates
and the accomplishments (or lack thereof) of
the both persons running
for the chance to SERVE
the village residents and
make some good decisions. It is time people in
public office stop thinking
of themselves and start
doing what is good for
the people. Isn’t that
what good government is
all about.
Carleeta
Edwards,
Republican,
Past Legislator 1990-1997
Past Clerk of the Legislature
2004-2005

had with Gen was outstanding.
While working as a Lieutenant in the Ithaca Fire
Department, I was always able to make connection with her to discuss any aspect of the needs of
the Fire Department. I can say we would always
agree, however we were able to talk freely and
openly and we always respected the others point
of view, and always parted agreeing to disagree if
that was the case.
It was easy to find the Mayor in the officer when I
was off during the day, and it was never an issue
to be able to reach her by phone.
I would also like to point out that Gen genuinely
is concerned about the safety and well-being of
the members of the department, as well as the
citizens of the Village and areas that the Fire
Department protects. This has been shown not
only in the budgeting process, but she often called
when she knew about a significant incident and
would ask how everyone was doing.
During our time working together, Gen was also
willing to work with other local municipalities. We
worked together with other fire departments to
help keep costs down as well as inter municipal
fire code work.
I hear from time to time that the Mayor doesn’t
communicate with the various department heads
within the Village. I can say that this is definitely
not the case. During my time as Fire Chief, we
had monthly department head meetings to discuss what was going on in each department and
in the Village as a whole.
I know that the location of the Village offices is
a topic of this election. And don’t have all the
information to say if they should move back to the
Town Hall or not, but I can say that for a 100%
volunteer department, having the office next door
is much easier for us.
From a personal and professional perspective I
would urge voters to support Mayor Suits at the
election in March.
Mahlon Irish Jr.

Morgan Endorses Incumbent,
Blames Former Mayor for Party Split
To the Editor;
The split in the Republican Party in Homer was orchestrated by
Ex-Mayor, Mary Alice Bellardini.
She spent months trying to find
someone to do her bidding. She found him and her platform to move
the Village Offices to Town Hall. She undermined the Republican, 2
term Mayor.
She loaded the caucus with her followers, only defeating Mayor Suits
by a few votes. I was aware of the movement to defeat the Mayor and
at the Democrat Caucus held the same night I supported her nomination as there were no Democrats wanting to run. Putting people before
politics and giving voters a choice on the ballot was the motive.
I personally believe that Homer is going in the right direction. Mayor
Suits is a generation behind me and has brought us into the 21st century.
Our history is important to the Village but we must move forward
rather than back to my generation and that of the Ex-Mayor.
Mike Morgan

Political Advertisement

Suzanne Riley

The Common Sense
Candidate for Homer Village Trustee

• Lifelong resident of Homer
• Served on Board of Directors at YWCA
• Homer Business Owner
• Village of Homer Trustee 2001-2004
• An original member of the
Homer Winterfest Steering Committee
“I will work hard to represent the interest of ever resident
and serve the community with positive ideas and solutions.”

-VOTE-

Wednesday, March 18, 2015 • 12:00 p.m.-9:00p.m.
Polling Place: Paul Hill Memorial Community Building
Paid for by Suzanne Riley
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Our Readers Write
Finkbeiner: "Here's What I
Pledge to Do As Mayor"
To the Editor,
I’m asking the residents of the
village to vote on March 18 at
the community building behind
the fire station from noon to 9
PM. Your vote is important.
Thanks to all who attended the
debate on February 26th. The
debate clearly showed the difference in our approaches to
governing the village.
If elected I pledge to initiate
proceedings to move back to
the Town hall. My opponent
has stated that she’s looking at alternatives to moving
back. Alternatives suggested to
date are to purchase an existing building or building a new
building. Either of these alternatives will cost more than moving back. We already pay for
43% of the Town Hall expenses
and that will not change if we
do not move back. There has
been no evidence presented to
date that there are any health
hazards related to moving back
to the Town hall.
Communications
are
an
important aspect of governing. Returning emails, phone
calls and correspondence along
with regular office hours will
PAID POLITICAL AD

PAID POLITICAL AD

Ed Finkbeiner

for MAYOR

be a focus of my promise to
communicate with residents.
Communicating the issues and
deliberations of the board to
the residents is very important.
I intend to write a regular report
to the village to be posted on
line in the village web site and
also in THE HOMER NEWS
each month. Keeping the village web site updated will be a
priority.
I will work with employees of
the village and residents to
keep expenses in check. We will
look very hard at the infrastructure issues facing the village.
Improving the economics of the
village is important. Signage,
Route 11 corridor improvements
and support of local businesses
is important to keep Homer a
vibrant and inviting place to live
and work..
I need your vote in order to be
elected as your mayor. I pledge
to listen to you and to work hard
to improve our village. It’s time
for new leadership. Vote for Ed
Finkbeiner for Mayor on March
18th.
Thank you.

• Work with the Town to return Village
oﬃces to Town Hall
• COMMUNICATE with residents on issues
and deliberations of the board
• Work with employees and residents to
keep expenses in check
• Seek ways to reduce garbage pick-up
costs through innovation
Please VOTE for me on Wednesday March 18, 2015
Noon - 9 p.m. - Community Bldg. (behind the fire Station)
edforhomermayor@gmail.com

Ed Finkbeiner

PAID POLITICAL AD

Kevin Slack
Trustee Candidate - Homer

• Always has the best interest
of the village at heart
• “The People’s Choice”
• Village Trustee for 4 years
• Village of Homer resident
for 28 years
• Owner of Kory’s Place for
28 years

for me
March 18th!

PAID POLITICAL AD

• Member of Homer Business
Association
• Member of Homer Elks Lodge

Please remember to vote for Kevin Slack on Wednesday, March 18, 2015
from Noon ‘til 9 pm - Homer Community Building
PAID FOR BY FRIENDS TO ELECT KEVIN SLACK

PAID POLITICAL AD

PAID POLITICAL AD

Eugene “Gene” Smith
Trustee Candidate - Homer

- Resident of Homer Village 29 years
- Currently Homer Village Planning Board
Chairman
- Former Homer Village Zoning and Appeals
Board Member
- Former Cortland County Board of Ethics
Chairman
- Currently on Elizabeth Brewster House
Board of Managers
- Serving as President of Elizabeth Brewster
House Foundation
- Co-Chair of Elizabeth Brewster House
Capital Campaign
- Retired United States Navy after 22 years
of service
- Retired Ameriprise Financial Advisor
- Married with 3 grown children who graduated
from Homer Central School District

Election Day is
Wednesday,
March 18, 2015
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Simple Tips To
Get Growing At
Home
(NAPSI)—There may be few things
more satisfying than growing colorful flowers or eating vegetables picked
fresh from the garden. That might seem
ambitious if you haven’t gardened
before, but getting started this year need
not be difficult. Just follow these simple
gardening tips to enjoy the benefits of
fresh air, gentle exercise and healthy
produce:
1) Pick your spot with care. Plants need
sun and water to survive. Vegetables
and most flowers need full sun—at
least six hours of sunlight every day
during the growing season. Plant close
to an outdoor water source to make hot
weather watering easier.
2) Start with the soil. Because plants
live by their roots, the most important
part of any garden is below ground.
Most soil around houses isn’t ideal for
plants but can be improved by adding
nutrient-rich organic matter, usually in
the form of compost, shredded leaves or
composted manure. Bagged soil mixes
marked specifically for growing vegetables are ideal for containers.
3) Keep your first garden manageable.
For beginners, try a plot 4 feet by 8 feet,
or half a dozen good-sized (24-36”)
containers. That’s enough to provide a
satisfying harvest of herbs, greens or a
few tomato plants while you get a feel
for the amount of time and effort it takes
to water and weed. Pots are the easiest
to control soil, water and light. Creating
a container garden of vegetables, herbs
and patio flowers is a good place for
novices to start.
4) Get a head start. Some vegetables
and flowers may need to be started from
seed 6-8 weeks before it’s safe to plant
them outside. You’ll need to do this
for tomatoes, peppers, eggplants and
petunias. But other favorites like zucchini, cucumbers, beans and sunflowers are easily sown in the ground with
seed. You can learn more about starting
and sowing seeds at www.burpee.com.
Planting time will vary in each growing
zone, but is generally best in the late
spring.
5) Watch your garden grow. It’s fun
for the whole family to observe seeds
taking root and growing into plants. Be
sure to water and weed regularly as you
wait for the bounty of your first harvest.
Burpee’s free Garden Time Planner
app makes planting in specific garden
regions easy. To download the app, buy
non-GMO seeds and plants, or to access
helpful “how-to” articles and videos,
visit www.burpee.com or call (800)
888-1447.

IN A SURVEY, 63 percent of pet
owners considered their pets to
be family members. Some psychologists specialize in human/
dog conflict; they report that
humans can suffer the same
insecurities with their dogs as
with other humans. Patients
also might seek help with putting down an ill pet or grieving
its death.

Vaccines Can Help To
Keep Diseases From
Returning
(NAPSI)—Vaccines help to protect the
health of a child who is vaccinated—
and those around the child, as well.
That’s the word from experts who say
the outbreak of measles that began in
California and spread to many other
states drives home the basic fact that
vaccines are the most effective means
of preventing infectious diseases. They
also believe that vaccines are the best
way to ensure that disabling and fatal
diseases of the past don’t make a
comeback in our country.
Measles was declared eliminated from
the United States in 2000, but an outbreak that began in Disneyland® in
December 2014, and that has sickened
more than 100 people, has shone a
spotlight on the importance of vaccines
in preventing infectious diseases. Most
of those infected were unvaccinated.
“All children should receive vaccines
to protect their own health and so
they don’t spread infections to others, especially the most vulnerable,
such as pregnant women and babies,”
says Edward R.B. McCabe, M.D., MPH,
March of Dimes chief medical officer.
“The more children who are fully immunized, the less the risk of exposure to
vaccine-preventable diseases.”
He contends that parents should ensure
their children get all their vaccinations
on schedule, including an annual flu
shot. Parents and caregivers should
also get a booster for pertussis (whooping cough), a highly contagious and
potentially fatal disease in babies, so
they won’t unknowingly infect the children in their lives—especially newborns, who are too young to get their
own immunizations.
A History Of Support
The March of Dimes has a long history
of supporting vaccines. It funded the
development of the first safe and effective polio vaccine by Dr. Jonas Salk
in 1955, followed by the oral vaccine
developed by Dr. Albert Sabin in 1962.
In 1969−1970, the March of Dimes led
a nationwide immunization campaign
against rubella (German measles). The
campaign was so successful that there
has not been a case of congenital
rubella syndrome in the U.S. in more
than 30 years.
Since 2009, the March of Dimes has
partnered with Sanofi Pasteur to help
inform the public about the burden
of infectious disease and the value
of vaccines through two unique campaigns: Sounds of Pertussis® and Word
of Mom: Celebrating Generations of
Healthy Advice. For more information,
visit www.marchofdimes.org/partners/
sanofi-pasteur.aspx.
For more information on childhood vaccines, visit www.marchofdimes.org/
baby/your-babys-vaccinations.aspx.

607.749.2613
Don Ferris
55 N. Main Street • Homer, NY 13077
printandsign72@yahoo.com
www.quali-graphics.com

OPEI Reminds Consumers To Use
Only E10 Or Lower Fuel In Any
Lawn And Garden Equipment
(NAPSI)—Spring is on its way, and soon, home and business owners will be
cleaning and preparing lawn and garden equipment.
“Many are so eager to pull out lawn and garden equipment once spring arrives that
they sometimes forget basic steps to ensure the powerhouse of the equipment—the
engine—is in good working order,” said Kris Kiser, president and CEO of OPEI.
“One challenge is that most fuel contains some level of ethanol, which contains
corrosive alcohol. If you left that fuel in the tank over the winter months, you don’t
want to use it in the spring. It may damage your equipment. You need to drain it
and put in new fuel that is E10 or lower,” advises Kiser.
Whether it’s a mower, trimmer, blower, chain saw or pruner, the Outdoor Power
Equipment Institute (OPEI) offers tips to help users avoid fuel-related problems
and ready their equipment to operate safely.
Check the fuel tank. If fuel has been sitting all winter long in the fuel tank, do
not use it in the spring. Drain it responsibly and put in fresh fuel. Remember to
dispose of this fuel properly.
Use only E10 or lower fuel in your outdoor power equipment. Do not use gas
with more than 10 percent ethanol (E10) in outdoor power equipment. Some
gas stations may offer 15 percent ethanol (E15) gas or other fuel blends, but this
higher ethanol fuel is dangerous—and is in fact illegal—to use in any small engine
equipment, such as lawn mowers, chain saws, generators, and all other lawn and
garden equipment.
Don’t leave fuel sitting in the tank for more than 30 days. Untreated gasoline
(without a fuel stabilizer) left in the system will deteriorate, which may cause
starting or running problems and, in some cases, damage to the fuel system.
Inspect your equipment. Check for loose belts and missing or damaged parts. If
you find anything concerning, replace the parts or take your equipment to a qualified service representative.
Drain out the old oil and put in fresh oil. Remove the oil drain plug in your lawn
mower and catch the old oil in a container. Replace the plug and refill the engine
with oil recommended by the product manufacturer. Properly dispose of the oil
you drained.
Install clean air filters. Your engine and equipment will run much better with clean
filters. Paper filters need to be replaced. Some foam filters can be cleaned and
replaced.
Sharpen your cutting blade. Have your lawn mower’s cutting blade sharpened so
you can get a clean cut on your lawn. Your lawn will be healthier and your lawn
mower will operate more efficiently, too.
Clean your equipment. If you did not clean your equipment before storing it, there
may be dirt, oil or grass stuck to it. Give your equipment a good spring-cleaning.
A cleaner machine will run more efficiently and last longer.
Review your manual. Now is a good time to read the operator’s manual and refamiliarize yourself with the controls and what they do. Make sure you know how
to stop the machine quickly if needed.
About OPEI
The Outdoor Power Equipment Institute is an international trade association
representing more than 100 power equipment, engine and utility vehicle manufacturers and suppliers. OPEI is the advocacy voice of the industry, and a recognized Standards Development Organization for the American National Standards
Institute (ANSI) and active internationally through the International Standards
Organization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) in
the development of safety and performance standards. OPEI is managing partner
of GIE+EXPO, the industry’s annual international trade show, and the creative
force behind the environmental education program, TurfMutt.com.
• Offset Printing
• Screen Printing
• Vehicle Lettering
• Building Signs
• Magnets
• Drinkware
• Pencils & Pens
• Flash Drives
• Hats
• Key tags
Contact us for any
advertising or
promotional item
you may need!

Bring Us Your Car,
Van, or Truck
607/753-1714
• NYS Inspection
• Oil Change & Filter
• Brakes & Suspension
• Computer Diagnostics

Jim Ferris

ASE Certified Master Auto Tech

Rt. 13 North
at Lorings Crossing

“Big or Small, We Fix Them All”
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Community Arts Challenge “People’s Choice Local Man Makes Dean's List
Award” Winners Chosen by the Public
at Hartwick College
Local artist David Beale is the winner of the “People’s Choice Visual Art Award”
for the watercolor painting that he entered in the fifth annual Cortland County
Community Arts Challenge. Beale’s work, titled, “Einstein’s Violin: Lina,” received
the most votes from visitors to this Joy-themed exhibit at the Center for the Arts in
Homer. The painting depicts Albert Einstein playing his beloved violin with Mozart
and Bach in the background.
Special recognition and prize money was also awarded to the following three artists whose entries received the second highest number of votes:
•
Tina Brandel for her photograph of her leaping dog titled, “Joy in the
Moment.”
•
Deborah Butler Miller for her quilt titled, “On Tap,” depicting her Bernese
Mountain Dog puppy drinking from an outdoor water faucet.
•
Theresa Manz for her colored-pencil drawing titled, “A Good Day,” that
shows the lower half of a woman walking through a bright field of flowers in red,
high-heeled shoes.
The Center for the Arts in Homer and the Cultural Council of Cortland County
would like to thank all the artists who participated in the Community Arts Challenge
and all of the visitors who came to support the arts and appreciate the talent we
have in our community.
The theme for the sixth annual Community Arts Challenge will be announced in
May 2015.

Annual Teacher Art Show
7th Annual Teacher Art Show
@ The Center for the Arts of Homer
72 South Main Street, Homer, NY 13077
Teaching professionals are proud to present the 7th annual teacher art show! This
is the first showing of a 3 part series titled “Imagination Celebration.” The first
show will feature teacher’s works from March 6th until March 19th. Elementary
students from grades k – 6 will exhibit their work in the second show. This show
will run from March 24th – April 10th, with an opening reception to be held on
March 31st from 5:30 -7:30. Lastly, students in grades 7-12 will present their work
from April 16th - May 8th, with an opening reception to take place on May 5th from
6:00 – 7:30.
This event show cases art work from teachers in the public the school system from
Cortland County and local areas. Paintings, drawings, ceramics, sculpture, and
more will be for sale and on display from March 3rd until March 19th at the Center
for the Arts of Homer. Contact: Jessica Tarry Ph: (315) 264 5314 email: jtarry@
homercentral.org

Honoring American Agriculture
On March 18
(NAPSI)—“In no other country do so
few people produce so much food, to
feed so many, at such reasonable prices.”—President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
President Eisenhower’s words ring as
true today as they did more than 60
years ago.
That’s why on March 18, the country
will celebrate National Ag Day, and formally recognize the efforts of nearly 2
million hardworking family farmers and
ranchers who produce much of the food
and fiber on which the world depends.
This year’s National Ag Day theme
is Agriculture: Sustaining Future
Generations. It showcases the role that
farmers, ranchers and agribusinesses
play in providing a safe, nutritious and
affordable food supply for nearly 7.3 billion people worldwide today and the 9
billion people expected by 2050.
More important, today’s producers use
less water, land and other resources
than ever before. Not only are they producing more with less, they are using
modern, sustainable practices that help
put wholesome and affordable food on

tables around the world, every day,
without fail.
According to the Agriculture Council
of America, the national organization
behind National Ag Day, it’s important
that consumers understand where their
food comes from and how farmers use
the latest technologies and agricultural
innovations to make it all possible. In
fact, history has shown that the vitality and wellbeing of future generations
hinges on the ingenuity and productivity of its agricultural industry.
When President Eisenhower spoke
about America’s farmers, the world
population was 3 billion and each
farmer produced enough for 25 other
people. Today, each farmer produces
enough for more than 144 people.
This demonstrates the tremendous
productivity and efficiency of these
food producers and the dedication of
thousands of agribusiness companies
that support them.
To find out more about National Ag
Day on March 18 and learn about the
accomplishments of American agriculture, visit www.agday.org

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
A gift subscription to The Homer News will
help keep your out-of-town friends and
relatives informed. $36/year. Call 749-2613

in

The Homer News

Sophomore Sean Cole, son of Elizabeth and Sean Cole of Homer, NY. Cole is
majoring in biology. He has participated in Honors Program and Men's Varsity
Football.
Inclusion on the Hartwick Dean’s List is an indication of excellent academic
work, including the completion of a full course load with at least a 3.5 grade point
average based on a 4.0 scale.
Hartwick College is a private liberal arts and sciences college of 1,500 students,
located in Oneonta, NY, in the northern foothills of the Catskill Mountains.
Hartwick's expansive curriculum emphasizes an experiential approach to the
liberal arts. Through personalized teaching, collaborative research, a distinctive
January Term, a wide range of internships, and vast study-abroad opportunities,
Hartwick ensures that students are prepared for not just their first jobs, but for
the world ahead. A Three-Year Bachelor's Degree Program and strong financial
aid and scholarship offerings keep a Hartwick education affordable.

FUNDRAISERS ! ! !
7 pm
Saturday, March 14
Interfaith Center, SUNY Cortland
Calvert Street, Cortland
$10 donation
Benefits Cortland County Relay for Life
♥♥♥
2 pm
Sunday, March 15
Center for the Arts of Homer
$10 donation
LOCAL TALENT EXPO & MISS NEW YORK LOCAL PAGEANT
FEATURING FLORIDA STATE'S FEATURED BATON TWIRLEY
MISS NEW YORK JILLIAN TAPPER
Local performers include Bill and Sharon Holbert, Olivia Stockwin,
Abbi Coon, Mackenzie Lyman, Nina Campos, Sheila Ryan & Jack Carr

CLASSIFIEDS
PAINTING SERVICES
WINTER BLUES got you down? Hire
Stroke of Genius for all your Painting
needs. Call Matt at 607-423-7850.
2b3a

WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable
gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003 for
appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers, 8
Main Street, downtown Cortland.

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Dragon Evading Maneuvers
A few days ago, I was visiting
one of the 5th grade classes at the
Intermediate to celebrate Read Across
America. Now, I’m not afraid of a little
public speaking, but kids can be a
tough audience. I went with a slightly
queasy stomach, but as always, it
turned out to be fun. One question did
stump me though. “What’s your favorite
book?” someone asked.
There are so many. Most days I just
can’t pick. I usually resort to naming
one of the most recent books I’ve read
– which are the one’s whose titles I
can still remember! As an avid reader,
if a book captures me, I’m enthralled. I
don’t want it to end. I want to find out
what happens, but when it’s over, I’m a
little depressed.
As a writer though, reading often
brings out the green-eyed monster in
me. Each sentence reads like something I could never write. Each idea
seems more brilliant, more imaginative, than I could ever dream up. I felt
that way recently when I read E.K.
Johnston’s YA fantasy, The Story of
Owen: Dragon Slayer of Trondheim. I
was all ready for a high fantasy tale set
in Norway, so when I started reading
about modern day Canada with dragons, I was blown away.
Realistic fiction fans turn up their
noses at fantasy because it isn’t real.
People also erroneously presume fantasy is easy to write. You just make it all
up, after all. But a fantasy requires more
than a hero, a sword, and a little magic.
It requires a world and worlds have
histories, religions, societies, political
systems, races, genders, occupations,
technologies, mythologies, and hopefully a few mythical creatures and a
little magic.
So, what E.K. Johnston did, which
I am so totally jealous about, is she
took the modern world, with all our
history, past and present, and plunked
dragons down into the middle of it.
That, of course, required rewriting history – because now WW II involved
dragons. And Queen Victoria had to
deal with dragons. And dragons apparently like carbon emissions, so oil wells
and refineries are regularly attacked by
them. And dragon slayers need to fulfill
a two year stint with the Oil Watch to
help protect the world’s oil supply. And
of course, Drivers’ Ed isn’t what it used
to be, because evasive driving now
involves avoiding the dragons who are
attracted by your car’s exhaust. What,
I ask you, could be more fun! And I’m
really bummed I didn’t think of it!
But the good news is that as a librarian, I get to invite E.K. Johnston to
Homer to do a writing workshop for
interested teens, who know the importance of evading dragons while driving. She’ll be here on Saturday, March
21st. There’ll be a book discussion of
Owen and a reading of its soon to be

released sequel Prairie Fire at 10:30
am. Following the discussion, there’ll
be a writing workshop from noon until
1:30 pm. Refreshments will be served.
Call the library to pre-register.
This event is funded in part by Poets
& Writers, Inc., with public funds from
the New York State Council on the
Arts with the support of Governor
Andrew Cuomo and the New York
State Legislature.

nights start at 6:30 pm.

What’s New at the Library?

Lego Club!

Pre-School Story Time

Lego Club for 1st and 2nd graders is
the 2nd Monday of each month from 4-5
pm. The club for 3rd and 4th graders will
be the 4th Monday of each month from
4-5 pm. Space is limited, so stop by the
library to sign up.
Mar. 23rd – 3rd and 4th grade club.

Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days
or school holidays. Upcoming themes
are:
Mar. 18th - Rain & Rainbows
Mar. 25th - Summertime
Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is on Wednesday
afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy
will be offering a fun program with stories, crafts, games, and songs. There
are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes
are:
Mar. 18th - St. Patrick’s Day Bash
Mar. 25th – Celebrate Doreen Cronin

Author E.K. Johnston visits the library
Saturday, March 21st, E.K. Johnston,
author of the teen fantasy The Story
of Owen: Dragon Slayer of Trondheim
will visit the library. She will lead a discussion of the book with a reading of
the soon to be released sequel, Prairie
Fire, from 10:30 am – 11:30 am. There
will be a short refreshment break followed by a writing workshop for interested teens from noon until 1:30 pm.
Call the library to register. This event is
funded in part by Poets & Writers, Inc.,
with public funds from the New York
State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and
the New York State Legislature.
Maker Space Open Hours
The library’s MakerSpace is open
every Tuesday from 5pm – 8 pm
and most Wednesdays from 6-8 pm.
LEGOS Mindstorms and Story Starter
sets, Cricut Explore, the digital drawing
tablet, and building kits and equipment
are available for use. Sign up to use
the 3-D printer and digitizer. 3-D printer
sign-ups are also available at other
times. Call the library for information.
The 3rd Tuesday of the month
is Demo Night in the MakerSpace.
March’s Demo Night will be on March
17th. The theme will be knitting. Demo

SciFi/Fantasy Book Club
Not enough swords and sorcery in
your life? Not enough good triumphing over evil? Well, we can help with
that. The SciFi/Fantasy book discussion
open to adults and teens meets the third
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 pm.
This is your chance to get your fantasy,
dragon, magic-wielding, space travel,
swashbuckling fix.
Wednesday, March 18th, we’ll be
discussing Grave Mercy by Robin
LaFevers. “Seventeen-year-old Ismae
escapes from the brutality of an
arranged marriage to the respite of the
convent of St. Mortain. Here she learns
that the god of Death has blessed her
with dangerous gifts and a violent destiny. To claim her new life, she must
destroy the lives of others. But how can
she deliver Death’s vengeance upon a
target who has stolen her heart?” Join
us for another teen assassin, this one
during 15th century Brittany. History
collides with fantasy in the page turning
read.
Teen Writers’ Group and Film Club
If you are between 6th and 12th grade
and you love to write, or make movies, consider joining the Teen Writers’
Group, or Teen Film Club. Both groups
meet on Tuesdays. The Teen Writers
group meets from 3:30 until 4:30 pm,
followed by the Teen Film club which
meets from 4:30 until 5:30 pm.
The writers’ group works on all elements of fiction writing and all genres,
from fantasy to mystery and beyond.
The film club is working on a new film
with members acting as screenwriters,
actors, directors and editors. Join the
fun!
Remember We’re not just about books. We’ve got
DVDs, Blu-Rays, Video Games, Books

on CD, and Nooks to check out. Go
to our website to find downloadable
e-books or audio books for check-out.
We also had links to children’s books
readable right from our website. Just
click on the BookFlix or eSebco links.
There’s e-books and videos. And don’t
forget we have cake pans to check
out, too.
Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Mondays, and Thursdays from
3-4 pm and can help you check out
and download e-materials. They can
also help with other computer questions. Call ahead, to make an appointment, or drop by.
Board of Trustees Meeting
The library board meeting is the third
Monday of each month. The March
meeting will be Monday, March 16th at
7 pm in the Community Meeting Room.
Meetings are open to the public.
For more information about any of
our programs call 749-4616 or check
out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free
Monday		
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday		
Saturday

Library Hours:
10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
2 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Benson Davis Insurance

CCC

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
Commercial • Residential • Industrial
Don Richards - Ted Renninger

131 S. Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, cell phones
are often more widespread than basic services. Less than half of Nigeria's population
has access to electricity and clean water, but
people are signing up for mobile services at a
rate of almost one every second. Nokia estimates that over 90 percent of sub-Saharan
Africa has mobile coverage. In Rwanda, thousands of residents used mobile phones for
money transfers to friends and family after
a devastating 2008 earthquake. The devices
help maintain a "shared risk" network there, in
which rural residents use theirphones to make
transfers as crises arise. This type of "mobile
money" is now available in most developing
and emerging markets.

Cell: 607.745.7779
Ofc: 607.749.7770
m

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
12B15

Jim Hopkins

Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

4 Convenient Locations:

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

12b14

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER
12B13

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

Homer, NY 13077

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

(607) 753-0300

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas Withey 607-345-0016 - Brian Withey 607-345-8519
w2otg@verizon.net or contact us through our Facebook page

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

12B15

11b15

12b14

5a15

A

Did you make a New Year’s Resolution you need help with?
I can help you to a healthier lifestyle or cigarette free 2015!

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy
Therapeutic Touch-Personalized Hypnosis Sessions
Smoking Cessation-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

Healing Arts Network
Moira McMahon RNBC
607.745.4325

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

THE HOMER NEWS
Serving the Homer, NY Community

Nanci McCraine
Advertising Consultant

(607) 749-5649

607.339.5476
P.O. Box 125
Homer, NY 13077

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

SUPER CREAM
DAIRY BAR

Homemade hard ice cream
Check out our food menu!
75 North West Road—Route 281

607-749-3348
Hours: 11am - 9 pm Wed thru Sun
Closed: Monday & Tuesday

mccrainemercantile@gmail.com
www.TheHomerNews.com

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main Street • Homer, NY

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5B15

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

3b15

315.696.8918

13b15

●Wedding Receptions ●Wedding Showers
●Birthday Parties ●Graduation Parties
●Family Reunions ●Work Parties
●Group Organizations ●Fundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852
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Royal Southern Brotherhood Brings Southern
Rock To Central New York
HOMER - On Friday, March 13th at
8PM, Royal Southern Brotherhood will
be at the Center for the Arts in Homer,
New York. Before they even strike a
chord, Royal Southern Brotherhood
grabs your attention. In the US South,
where music is religion, two rock ‘n’ roll
bloodlines, an award-winning guitarist,
and “God’s own rhythm section” converge to cast a magic spell by which the
planets align. Conversation falls silent.
Pool balls stop rolling. Ten-gallon hats
tip in respectful salute. Genealogy notwithstanding, this band trades on talent in a line up including, Cyril Neville,
poet-philosopher/percussion master/soul singer; Devon Allman, souldrenched blues-rock guitarist extraordinaire; Bart Walker, award-winning
co-lead guitarist; Charlie Wooten, hipshaking groove-making bassist; and
Yonrico Scott, skins heavyweight and
highly acclaimed studio drummer.
Although it’s not about rock history,
let’s rewind to the summer of 2010, in
the stifling heat of New Orleans. The
Big Easy not only hosted the Allmans’
early residence as house band at
The Warehouse, but also provided
the backdrop to the pivotal meeting
between Cyril, Devon, and Mike Zito.
Talk turned to forming a new breed of
blues-rock band, and when jammin’
began in a secluded Garden District
studio, the alchemy was undeniable.
Even though a fistful of demos hinted at the project’s potential and the
web buzzed from a volley of teaser videos that hit YouTube, Royal
Southern Brotherhood truly arrived
when they broke cover in the flesh at
their debut show at the New Orleans’
Rock ‘N’ Bowl last September. This
was Southern Rock, but not as we
knew it. Tumbling three-part harmonies and hickory-smoked guitar riffs
weaved together both families’ styles
with added rocket fuel. The crowd’s
reaction said it all: Royal Southern
Brotherhood had crashed the rock
scene like a wrecking ball.
This lineup has talent to burn. You’ll
already know Cyril Neville: poet, philosopher, percussion master and perhaps the South’s last great soul singer.
At 63, this is the latest chapter in a
career that began with 1970’s debut
solo single, Gossip, and his touchdown
in the lineup of older brother Art’s funk
outfit, The Meters, who had already
hit big with 1969’s immortal Cissy
Strut. Cyril lent percussion and vocals
to classic albums including 1972’s
Cabbage Alley and 1975’s Fire On
The Bayou, and when über-fan Mick
Jagger invited The Meters to open the
Rolling Stones’ stadium tour of 1975,
he suggested Cyril took vocals (they
agreed).

Post-Meters, he’s been key to the
rise of The Neville Brothers, created
alchemy with Bob Dylan, Bono and
Willie Nelson, toured with funk act
Galactic, led his solo band Tribe 13,
and made TV appearances on Jimmy
Kimmel Live! and HBO’s Treme. It’s
one hell of a CV… but he’s only just
getting started.
Likewise, Devon Allman. As the son
of Gregg Allman, the 36-year-old has
rock ‘n’ roll in his DNA, but he’s always
walked his own path. Growing up apart
from his father in St Louis, MO, and
refusing to trade on his celebrity surname, Devon’s formative influences
took in everyone from The Beatles to
KISS, while his early bands ran the
musical gamut rather than echo the
Allmans. In 1999, he hit the radar as
leader of Honeytribe, whose fearless
albums announced him as a nextgeneration guitar hero, but by his thirties, the pull of his Southern heritage
couldn’t be denied, and he willingly fell
into the soul-drenched blues-rock style
that recalls his key influences, Carlos
Santana and his uncle Duane Allman,
while making his own mark.
In the last seven years, Devon has
plotted an old-school ascent, crossing 14 countries on tour, blowing the
roof off a new venue each night, and
watching as fans and heroes alike fall
under his spell. There’s been a Top 10
hit in Spain with Javier Vargas, albums
alongside Jack Bruce, jam sessions
with heavyweights like Les Paul and
Billy Gibbons, even the launch of his
own signature amp with Fuchs Audio

Technology. When Devon takes the
stage – either with Honeytribe or during cameos with his father and the
Allmans – fans are wowed by a guitarist who can be smooth, savage or
seismic, but it’s in Royal Southern
Brotherhood that you’ll hear this modern master playing at full-throttle. Not
many guitarists could stand toe-to-toe
with him. Step up Bart Walker, who
replaced Mike Zito in Fall, 2014: As
if it weren’t enough to win the 2012
International Blues Challenge’s prestigious Best Guitarist award and to log
thousands upon thousands of miles
touring with his own outfit The Bart
Walker Band and to be able to provide
enough firepower to ignite any town
he blows into, Walker now challenges
himself even further by taking over as
co-lead guitar player with Allman – one
of the most coveted spots in one of
the most sought-after lineups touring
today.
But like Cyril says, it’s all about making “a good gumbo”, and that’s where
God’s own rhythm section comes in.
Giving Royal Southern Brotherhood its
hip-shaking groove are bassist Charlie
Wooton and drummer Yonrico Scott:
both heavyweight names in their own
right, with Charlie’s bass chops celebrated on the Southern jam scene for
his sets with the Woods Brothers, and
Yonrico hitting the skins for luminaries including the Derek Trucks Band,
Gregg Allman and the Allman Brothers
themselves. When these five stellar
musicians come together as Royal
Southern Brotherhood, the planets
align.

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!

They said that rock ‘n’ roll was dead,
but they were wrong. Right now, in
2015, there’s something in the air,
as Royal Southern Brotherhood drag
their thrilling new brand of blues-rock
and white-hot musicianship from the
Southern States onto the world stage.
The South is rising again. Come along
for the ride.
General admission tickets for the performance: Adults $38; Seniors (60+)
$33; $15 for Students 18+ with Valid ID
and Under 18 are Free. Tickets can
be purchased in advance through the
Center’s website at www.center4art.
org or by calling the box office at (607)
749-4900.
If available, tickets will be sold at the
door on the nights of the performance.
The Center Social Hour begins at 7pm,
offering desserts, coffee, tea, wine and
beer for purchase as a fundraiser for
the Center.
This performance is sponsored by
Kathy and Joe Compagni, along with
our season sponsors: The Cortland
Beer Company, WXHC 101.5 FM, The
Cayuga Radio Group, and Linani’s Catering/The Sherman House Restaurant.
CONTACT WITH friendly animals of
various species can decrease anxiety,
lower blood pressure, and improve
cardiovascularhealth. Owners may
benefit from the structured routine of
pet care.
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

The Homer News in the Dominican Republic at breathless punta cana resort and spa
From left to right Robert Hill, Bobbi Hill, Tracey Rosato, and Joe Rosato.

