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The regular meeting of the Town
Board of the Town of Homer held on
Wednesday, July 2, 2014, in the board
room of the Town Hall Building was
called to order by Supervisor Frederick
J. Forbes at 7:30 p.m.
Visitors present: Gordon Wheelock,
County Legislator; Emmett Neno,
Cortland Standard reporter; Gary Smith,
Director, MICAH, and resident; Bonnie
Smith, resident; Sandi Cook, resident;
Vivian Vosburgh-Garvey, resident; Alice
Lake, resident; Ann Mooney, resident;
Sara Watrous, resident.
MINUTES
The minutes of the June 4th regular
meeting were approved as presented, on motion by Councilman Warren,
seconded by Councilman Weddle and
carried unanimously.
MONTHLY REPORTS
Presented for audit by the Board:
1. Town Clerk’s report of all receipts &
disbursements for June.
2. Code Enforcement Officer’s report
of building permits issued for June.
ANNUAL REPORTS
Presented for audit by the Board:
1. The Tax Collector’s return of unpaid
taxes to the County Treasurer for 2014.
BILLS TO BE PAID
General bills were approved as audited on motion by Councilman Williams,
seconded by Councilman Weddle and
carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that
General Fund vouchers #136 through
#158 totaling $54,825.97 be approved
for payment.
Highway bills were approved as audited on motion by Councilman Young,
seconded by Councilman Weddle and
carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that
Highway Fund vouchers #90 through
#104 totaling $20,064.79 be approved
for payment.
REGULAR BUSINESS
Lincoln monument proposal –
Supervisor Forbes reported that the
First Religious Society and the Village
of Homer have both turned down a
proposal by Martin Sweeney and others for placing a monument to Homer’s
famous citizens – Stoddard, Carpenter
& DeVoe ,who all made contributions to
the legacy of Abraham Lincoln – on the
Village Green.
Supervisor Forbes presented a plaque
to the Town that contains a quote attributed to Abraham Lincoln.
Liability insurance –
Councilman Williams suggested that
the Town pay one-fourth the cost of the
liability insurance from First Niagara
Risk Management to allow time for him
to get other quotes for insurance coverage. He plans to bring them to the
August meeting.
Dog census –
Town Clerk Jebbett reported that so far

they have been pleased with the results
of the first ever dog census by mail. In
May the Town Clerk’s Office licensed
24 new dogs, as compared to an average of 10 per month, and in June they
licensed 70 new dogs.
Tax Collection Town Clerk Jebbett reported that the
2014 Town and County taxes were
returned to the County Treasurer’s
Office on June 12th. Of a total levy of
over $5.3 million, the Town collected
91.44%.
Town Planning Board –
Supervisor Forbes explained that
Attorney Patrick Snyder has recused
himself from representing the Town on
an application to the Planning Board by
the Sunset-Young Farm for a special
permit. Also, Planning Board member
Bruce Crandall has recused himself
in this same matter due to a potential
conflict of interest.
Flag presentation –
In connection with the first Homer
History Celebration which took place
on Flag Day, June 14th, Supervisor
Forbes accepted a flag on behalf of the
Town which was flown over the United
States Capitol Building in Washington,
D.C. The flag was presented to him
by Terre Dennis on behalf of U.S.
Representative Richard Hanna. It is
currently being flown at the Homer
Town Hall.

Village office space –
In response to a request by some
Village residents, Supervisor Forbes
said that he and Councilman Warren
have been looking into a cost-sharing plan for use of office space by
the Village of Homer if they were
ever to decide to move back into
the Town Hall Building. The Town
would provide heat, air conditioning
and lights, with the Village covering
the expense of water and sewer
use, for a monthly rent of $700.
The Town would also provide snow
plowing and snow removal as well
as building maintenance.
Councilman Warren made a
motion to make an offer to the
Village of Homer for office space
in the Town Hall including heat
and electricity, with the Village to
provide water and sewer service
to the building, for a monthly rent
of $700, which was seconded by
Councilman Young. Councilman
Williams strongly objected and
Councilman Young withdrew his
second of the motion.
Councilman Williams explained
that he had objected because
Village taxpayers already participate in the cost and maintenance of
the Homer Town Hall, and he feels
that they should not have to pay any
rent to have the Village offices in the
building.
Following some discussion it was
agreed to re-visit the issue at the
August meeting.
Gas drilling issue Supervisor Forbes said now that the
New York State Court of Appeals (the
state’s highest court) has ruled in favor
of the Towns of Middlefield and Dryden,
the Town of Homer should proceed to
consider the recommendations of the

Zoning Advisory Committee on hydrofracking.
Supervisor Forbes asked Attorney
Snyder to explain the steps involved
in either adopting a moratorium or an
amendment to the Town’s zoning law.
Attorney Snyder described the processes for adopting a moratorium, which
could take up to 3 or 4 months, and
adopting a local law which incorporates
the Zoning Committee recommendations, which could take significantly
longer. The adoption of either would
require drafting the local law, submittal to the County Planning Board for
General Municipal Law review, and one
or more public hearings. Once adopted
the local law would need to be filed
by the Secretary of State in order to
become effective.
Gary Smith, Director of MICAH,
handed out packets of information on
hydro-fracking to the members of the
Town Board. He urged the Town Board
to review the information and to enact a
one to two year moratorium on hydrofracking to allow time for further study
on the potential health impacts, and
effects on agriculture and water supply.
On motion by Supervisor Forbes,
seconded by Councilman Warren and
carried unanimously:
RESOLVED:
that the Attorney for the Town be
requested to review and if necessary
revise the draft local law to establish
a moratorium on natural gas drilling that he had originally prepared
in 2012; and that the moratorium be
for a period of six months, and that
the draft local law be considered by
the Town Board at the next monthly
meeting.
On motion by Supervisor Forbes,
seconded by Councilman Warren and
carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that
the Attorney for the Town be authorized to draft a local law which would
implement the recommendations of
the Zoning Advisory Committee on
hydro-fracking, for consideration by
the Town Board.
Attorney Snyder suggested that the
Town Board ask the Planning Board
to comment on the recommendations
of the Zoning Advisory Committee.
Supervisor Forbes suggested that
members of the Committee be invited
to attend and any Town Board members
that might wish to attend. The next
Planning Board meeting is scheduled
for July 30th.
Traffic concerns on Route 281
In a letter addressed to the Planning
Board regarding a different issue, Ingrid
Griswold, a property owner on Route
281, voiced her concerns about traffic
and speed on Route 281 near Hooker
Avenue.
On motion by Supervisor Forbes,
seconded by Councilman Young and
carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that
the County Highway Superintendent
be notified that the Town seeks to
place a speed limit on the Town portion of Hooker Ave.
On motion by Supervisor Forbes, seconded by Councilman Warren and carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that the
Town petition the NYS Department of
Transportation for a speed limit of 35
mph on Route 281 from the Village
line to the Hooker Ave intersection,
and a speed limit of 45 mph on Route
281 from Hooker Ave past the Bob’s
BBQ at 5290 Route 281.
ATTORNEY FOR THE TOWN
Attorney Snyder discussed the Town’s
local law which allows the Town Board
to appoint alternate Planning or Zoning
Board members should someone be
see TOWN - page 4

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be July 31, 2014. DEADLINE: for ads and news is July
24, 2014
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Around Town
Village Board Meets
to Discuss Trash
Proposals with
Residents

Andrew Dickson White

Retirement Planning
Seminar August 9
Are you thinking of retiring soon? If so
why not join us on Saturday August 9,
2014, for a FREE seminar “Fitting the
Retirement Puzzle Together.”
If you are thinking of retirement in the
near future you have seen that the
retirement planning is like a jigsaw
puzzle with a lot of pieces to look at.
The Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging will be offering this free seminar
from 9:00 am to 11:00 am in room B-1
of the County Office Building 60 Central
Ave. Cortland. Please use the handicap entrance off from the Greenbush
St. parking lot.
Participants will learn how Social
Security, Long –Term Care Insurance,
Medicare and other Health Insurance
options all fit into this retirement puzzle.
Agency Health Insurance, Information,
Counseling and Assistance Program
(HIICAP) counselors will be there to
help you shift through the many pieces
of the retirement puzzle.
Please call the agency at 753-5060
today to reserve your seat.

On July 9, the village board met in the
Homer Community Building behind the
fire station for the second of 3 informational meetings concerning garbage collection and fees for garbage collection
in the Village of homer. The Mayor and
Village Trustees were accompanied by
village attorney Patrick Perfetti and village clerk-treasurer Louanne Randall.
Trustee Alexandra Mulvihill was absent.
Approximately 25 residents attended
the meeting and expressed their concerns about the proposed change to
charging for garbage pickup. The proposal by the village board is to charge
separately for garbage pickup using
some sort of a bag system. Currently,
garbage pickup costs are included in
the village budget, paid for by village
taxes.
Of significant concern to those attending was the fact that the village board
proposes to charge separately for
trash pickup, but would not remove the
amount currently collected by village
taxes from the budget. Therefore, village taxpayers would be paying what
amounts to a tax increase by what ever
amount they would be paying for trash
pickup.

UPCOMING AARP
SMART DRIVER
CLASSES
Tuesday 8/12 & Wednesday
8/13, 9:00am-12:00pm, Homer
Elks Lodge No 2506, 82
Cortland St., Homer.
Tuesday 8/19 & Wednesday
8/20, 5:30pm-8:30pm,
Cortland Senior Center Rm
B-1, Cortland County Office
Bldg., 60 Central Ave.,
Cortland.

•

Mayor Genevieve Suits told the group
that the impetus for the change is
the attempt to keep the village tax
increase under the cap instituted by
Gov. Cuomo. Village resident Greg
Costa noted that if the village, town,
county and school all kept their tax
increases under the cap, homeowners
would receive $25 to $30 per year in
the rebate from the state government.
However, under the proposal by the
village board, homeowners costs would
increase by $200 or more per year if the
bag system were instituted with a cost
of four dollars per bag.

•

•
Please call Cortland County Health
Education at 758-5509 to register in
advance.
Classes may be rescheduled due to
lack of registration; likewise walk-ins
may be turned away.

Mayor suits said that the village will be
contacting various refuse haulers for
proposals for trash pickup that would
reduce the costs and increase recycling.
The next public meeting on the trash
proposal will be at 7 PM August 12 in
the community building behind the fire
station.

U-Pick Blueberries

Immediate Opening

Starts
in
July!

for PT/FT medical secretary
Billing & EHR experience preferred,
but not necessary. Training & mentoring available. Looking for someone
with great interpersonal communication
skills and drive to excel. We are an
outpatient medical office that continues
to grow. Flexible hours. No weekends.
Contact info@heyerpt.com with
resume for more information.

7:00am
to
8:00pm

only $1.50 pound!
Hall’s Hill Blueberry Farm
2110 Tower Road - Cortland

753-0712

hallshillblueberryfarm.com

104 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

A

JOHN FINN

By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian
Part 2 of a 12 part Series
This is the second installment in a series
on Andrew Dickson White. The contributing
writer of this article is John A. Gustafson,
Ph.D., a longtime resident of the Town of
Homer.

Homer’s Gift to Higher Education:
Andrew Dickson White
1832-1918
Attached to the stately brick home
on the north corner of Albany and Main
Streets in the Village of Homer is a
plaque:

In This House
was born
November 7, 1832
Andrew Dickson White
Educator-Historian-Diplomat
First President of Cornell University
Andrew D. White spent his early
childhood in Homer, where his maternal grandfather, after whom he was
named, was, among other things,
President of the Board of Trustees
of the Academy on the green (now
occupied by the Homer Elementary
School).* He was a boyhood friend of
William O. Stoddard, who lived across
on Albany Street. (Stoddard became
one of the “gifts” of Homer to President
Abraham Lincoln, serving as Lincoln’s
assistant private secretary during the
Civil War.)
Andrew White’s meteoric academic
career included attendance at Yale
(age sixteen), where he realized with
great frustration how inadequate was
the university experience in a rapidly
changing industrial world!
After Yale he was elected to the
New York State Assembly, where he
became chair of the Committee on
Education. There he met Ezra Cornell,
chairman of the Agriculture Committee
(who hailed from DeRuyter).

They teamed up to prevent the federal funds
allocated to New York
by the Morrill Act (commonly known as the
“Land-Grant Act” signed
by President Lincoln in
1862) from being divided among twenty or so
small colleges in the State. Thus began
the significant team effort leading to the
founding of Cornell University in Ithaca,
New York. White became the first president of Cornell in 1866, at the age of
thirty-two! He resigned in 1885, moving
on to a career in the Foreign Service of
the United States.
Ezra Cornell had the money (from
the early Western Union telegraph business); White had the vision of a multifaceted educational enterprise: the
model for the modern university! He
was not only Homer’s gift to Cornell
University; he was also Homer’s gift to
higher education as we know it today!
*The present-day Homer Central
School began in 1819 as “Cortland
Academy,” so named because the
State mandated that such an “academy” should be named for the county in
which it was located - hence “Cortland
Academy.” It was eventually renamed
“Homer Academy,” and now Homer
Central School, the oldest school in
Cortland County and vicinity, soon to
celebrate its two hundredth anniversary.
The next several installments will treat
the reader to excerpts from Andrew D.
White’s autobiography. From his own
words, a picture of his formative years
in Homer and Central New York emerges, along with some insight into the
experiences that would shape Cornell
University.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
July 18 & 19 - Friday & Saturday
Homer Central High School Class of
1974 - 40th Class Reunion..contact
Debi Ahrens Howe at debijhowe@
aol.comhttps://www.facebook.com/
Homerclassof74
July 26th - Saturday
St. Margaret’s Church is having a
HOFFMANN’S HOT DOG sale (Rt.
90 sales day!) at Cayuga St/West
Road intersection next to Homer Car
Wash from 10:00 a.m.- 3 p.m. Hot
dogs, chips, ice cold beverages!

key, corned beef, baby spinach salad,
pasta station, maple glazed carrots,
deserts and much more! Our next stop
will include a step-on-guide who will
take us through the Niagara Region
of Western NY plus a visit to Niagara
Falls. (On the NY side, no passports
are needed). This experience will be
one to remember for years to come.
COST-$79.00 pp includes motor coach
trans, cruise, lunch and guided tour.
Tom Redmore, red3467@schfcu.net 315-469-7446
August 12 - Tuesday
The LaFayette Community Band will
be performing on, at 7:30 pm, at the
Columbian Presbyterian Church (at the
corner of routes 11 & 20, LaFayette).
Free-will offerings will be accepted,
and they will be donated to LaFayette
Outreach. There will be free refreshments after the concert, sponsored by
the church. Please plan on attending and supporting these wonderful
community groups. Tom Redmore,
red3467@schfcu.net - 315-469-7446

Highlights & general information
Enjoy breathtaking scenery with the family and pick your own blueberries!
We've got 4,000 blueberry plants encompassing several different varieties of blueberries.
Entirely self-service - we believe in the honor system :-)
"BYOB" - Bring Your Own Bucket - or use one of our picking containers, free of charge. Located in the fruit stand.
Picnic tables and a portable lavatory available on the premises.
Additional information and instructions are available in the fruit stand.

Homer Central Class of 1964 50th
Reunion activities. 9:00 am Breakfast
at Homer Methodist Church. 12:00
noon, Class photo at the bandstand
on the Green. 6:30 pm dinner and
dancing
at please
thevisitCortland
Country
Club.
If you have any questions,
our contact page and give
us a call!
Note: please bringAugust
small denomination 6,
bills soWednesday
you can make exact change.
“CRUISIN IN LOCKPORT, NY”
This is a unique 2 hour canal cruise
which includes “locking through” and
being raised 49 ft. in elevation of
the Niagara Escarpment This is the
same one that creates Niagara Falls.
A Coast Guard captain will describe
the sights and folklore along the way.
You will see water cascade over the
Lockport famous Flight of Five 1840’s
lock and travel through the solid walls
of the “cut rock” architecture. Included
on this trip is a 3 entree Lunch
Buffet which includes roast beef, tur-

As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For
more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our
publishing schedule and deadlines. July 10
deadline for July 17, 2014 issue.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Crafty By Any Other Name

I’ve never understood the fascination with collecting fabric and yarn. But
then, I’m craft impaired. The sight of a
sewing machine makes me break out
in hives. Trying to learn to weave made
me want to take up drinking and swearing. Usually when I do a kid’s craft, I
end up gluing myself together. I often
go home with bits of construction paper
glued in my hair.
When I was a kid, my mother tried to
teach me those arts, but I always knitted backwards and was hopeless with
a needle and thread. She even gave
up trying to teach me to cook, simply
saying, “if you can read, you can figure
out how to cook from a cookbook.” And
of course, she was right, because the
desire to eat taught me how to cook.
But somehow, knitting or sewing never
seemed so important.
When I first started working at the
library, Nancy Harbison, the then librarian, asked if I was good at crafts. She
was thinking about teaching me to
repair books and felt that crafty people
(by which she meant good with scissors and glue, not sneaky) were better
at it. She looked at me dubiously when
I said no.
Here’s the odd thing though – when
I was a nurse practitioner, I was really
good a sewing people up. Of course,
they had to be sitting still. I hate trying
to hit a moving target! I guess I’m just
better at sticking needles in flesh than
fabric. And it turns out I’m not too bad
at repairing books. Just don’t ask me
to cut a straight line or wield a pair of
knitting needles.
So, I’m in the middle of creating
a MakerSpace here at the library. A
Makerspace is a place where people,
of all ages, can come together to learn,
create, and discover. It will have craft
kits, electronics and robotic kits, and
a 3-D printer. The printer has arrived,
but I’m afraid to open it. Will I break out
in hives at the sight of it? Worse, will
I be able to figure out how it works?
I’m steeling up my courage to open
the box. If you see me around town all
blotchy, you’ll know what happened.
In the meantime, stop by the library
for a book, a DVD, a Blu-ray, or to
check out our new cake pan collection.
Yes, you read that correctly. We now
have cake pans to check out. There’s a
train, a dolphin, a paw print ….. But the
first person to make a paw print cake
needs to bring me a picture of it. And a
piece of cake, of course!

What’s New at the Library?
Wednesdays in July, Paws to Read, at
the library. From 3:30 to 4:30 pm every
Wednesday in July, children can sign
up for a fifteen minute slot to read to
a tail-wagging reading buddy. Call the
library to sign up.

Physical Therapy

And don’t miss Miss Tammy at the
Farmer’s Market, Wednesdays in July
and August at 5:30 pm.
Tuesday, July 15th at1:30 pm – The
MOST (Museum of Science and
Technology) comes to the Fuller Park
in Scott. Sponsored by Phillips Free
Library, the MOST will present “WOW
Science.” Call the library for more
information.
			
Tuesday, July 15th at 3:30 pm –
The MOST (Museum of Science
and Technology) comes to Hartnett
Elementary School in Truxton.
Sponsored by Phillips Free Library, the
MOST will present “WOW Science.”
Call the library for more information.
Wednesday, July 16th – 10:30 am
Upstairs: Pre-school through
2nd grade, Sensational Senses with
Miss Tammy
Downstairs – 3rd grade and
up - Nick and Tesla’s High-Voltage
Danger Lab with Priscilla for. Preregistration required.
Tuesday, July 22nd – 6:30 pm
Teen
and
Adult
Book
Discussion of Rot and Ruin by
Jonathan Mabry. There’ll be Pizza!
Wednesday, July 23rd – 10:30 am
Moreland the Magician# at the
Library for all ages.
Friday, July 25th – 6:00 pm to 8:00
pm
Maker Lock-in for 4th grade
and up. Come play with electronic
circuits, robotics kits, and other fun
maker crafts. There’ll be pizza. Preregistration is required.
Tuesday, July 29th – 6:30 pm
Reading of Kid’s Club writers
and Teen writers. Come listen to the
stories created this year. There’ll be
refreshments!
Wednesday, July 30th – 10:30 am
Upstairs: Pre-school through
2nd grade- “Motion of the Ocean” with
Miss Tammy
Downstairs – 3rd grade and
up -Anatomy and Physiology with
Priscilla. Pre-registration required.
Special programs were made possible through generous grants from
the Tompkins County Community
Foundation’s Myrtle Dee Nash Fund
and the Wilkins Foundation.

Return to what matters most
Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com

TOWN - continued from page 2
absent due to an illness or have a conflict of interest.
On motion by Councilman Weddle,
seconded by Supervisor Forbes and
carried unanimously:
RESOLVED:
that former Planning Board member
Frances Armstrong be appointed to
serve as an alternate Planning Board
member for a term of two years.
Armstrong will be replacing Planning
Board member Bruce Crandall who has
a conflict of interest in the Sunset-Young
Farm special permit matter. Snyder
recommended that another resident be
appointed as a second alternate for
future Planning or Zoning Board matters.
Attorney Snyder explained that he
wanted to avoid any appearance of
a conflict in the matter of the SunsetYoung Farm special permit application
for a gravel mining/farmland reclamation project, and was therefore recusing
himself in the matter.
with the Holiday in Homer book sale?
Stop by the library or call. We are
looking for a few interested people to
help organize and staff our book sale.
And you get a sneak preview of all the
books!

Teen Writers’ Group
The Teen Writers group and Film club
will continue to meet during the summer. They’ll be writing on Tuesdays
from 3 until 4 pm and filming from 4
pm until 5 pm. All writers and budding
filmmakers between 6th through 12th
grades are welcome to join in.

Help with Nooks, Kindles,
and Downloadable books

Volunteers Needed
Love books? Interested in helping

FINGERLAKES
CONSTRUCTION/ FLGD

Attorney Snyder explained that he
has done work for the Beard’s and for
Gorick Construction in the past, and
is currently representing the County
legislature in matters relating to the proposed Cortland-Onondaga County solid
waste partnership. He explained that
Attorney Francis Casullo had agreed
to handle the matter subject to Town
Board approval.
On motion by Councilman Williams,
seconded by Councilman Weddle and
carried unanimously: RESOLVED: that
Attorney Francis Casullo is hereby
appointed to serve as Attorney for
the Town in the matter of the SunsetYoung Farm special permit.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30
p.m.
The next town Board meeting will be
August 6th at 7:30 pm.

Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Mondays and Thursdays from 3-4
pm. They can help you learn to check
out and download e-materials. They
can also help with other computer
questions. Call ahead, to make an
appointment, or drop by.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday		
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday		
Saturday

10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
2 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Benson Davis Insurance

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

• Fully Insured, Liability, Builder’s
Risk & Worker’s Comp for YOUR
protection & peace of mind.

• OSHA Approved &
compliant safety standards
on every job site.

COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL-INDUSTRIAL
SALES-SERVICE-INSTALLATION
137 S. Main St.
(607) 749-7779
Homer, NY. 13077

156 South Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

• Full Warranty, Best in the
industry directly serviced
by FLC

3.14

www.fingerlakesconstruction.com
m

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
SEE OUR STORE FOR CONVENIENT SHOPPING HOURS • HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

• PRICES EFFECTIVE MONDAY JULY 21 THROUGH SATURDAY JULY 26, 2014 • 7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311 •

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS • WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEATS It’s Barbecue Time So.... Get Grilling!!! GROCERY
Banquet

Boneless

Links or Patties
Assorted Varieties

Center Cut

5$5

$

73% Lean

Fryer Chicken
Thighs or
Drumsticks

288

100% Pure
Beef

2 $6

4

$

4

$

lb.

Hatfield

Sugardale

Classic
Sliced Bacon

16 oz.

98
lb.

5 5

8 oz.

for

2 5

6-8 oz.

Super Dip
Ice Cream

599

$

Crystal Farm

Select
Varieties

White or Yellow

Tea

for

6 pk. • 36 oz.

Shurfine Easy Sides

5 for $5 Vlasic Baby Kosher Dill

$2.99

Spice Classic Spices

5 for $5 Arizona Tea Beverage

$2.99

Poland Spring Water

5 for $5 Ro Tel Diced Tomatoes

2 for $3

Shurfine Mushrooms

5 for $5 Scotties Facial Tissue

5 for $5

Shurfine Ground Coffee

$2.99 Shurfine Bath Tissue

$2.99

Campbell’s Pork & Beans

5 for $3 Shurfine Foam Plates

$2.19

Kellogg’s Cereals

2 for $6 Dad’s Econ•O•Mets Dog Food

$7.99

Chip Dip
French Onion
or Ranch

Assorted
Varieties

Shurfine Real

Whipped
Cream

.16-5.7 oz. Assorted Varieties

128 oz. Assorted Varieties

3 liter btl.

10 oz. Original

4 oz. Button or Sliced

120 ct. 2-ply White

10.3-11.3 oz. Assorted Varieties

4 roll pkg. 1-ply

24-50 ct. Compartment or Plates Select Sizes
17.6 lb.

Ken’s Salad Dressings

$3.99 Sparkle Paper Towels

Sweet Baby Ray’s Barbecue Sauce

$2.99 Shurfine Trash Bags

Extra Creamy
or Lite

149 $188

Turkey Hill

1/4 Sheet
Ice Cream Cake

Assorted
Ice Cream

$

1699

80 oz.

Turkey Hill 6”

Ice Cream
Round Cake

BUY ONE • GET ONE

48 oz.

7 oz.

12 oz.

$

799
26 oz.

Popsicle

Firecracker

299

$

12 pk.

Edy’s Grand

Popsicle 8 pk.

pint ctns.

or Sugar Free
Orange/Cherry/
Grape

Ice
Cream

Fudgesicle

2$5 2$4
for

for

$3.69

20 ct. Black or Clear 33 Gal.

Ken’s Marinade Sauce

2 for $5 Xtra 2X Liquid Detergent

16 oz. Honey Teriyaki or Buffalo Wing

2 for $5

75 oz. Select Varieties

BAKERY
Raisin & Cinnamon

Stroehmann

D’Italiano
Rolls

16-20
oz.

Shurfine

Monk’s
Bread

Hamburger
or Hot Dog
Rolls

299 2$5

$

15-18
oz.

for

16 oz.

139

$

8 ct. •11 oz.

Fresh Juicy

Sweet Corn

Sweet
Peaches

3$1

Dole Salad Blends

Fresh

Classic
Iceberg

98¢

Fresh Zesty

Limes or
Lemons

$

for

U.S. #1 Cooking

Fresh Made

Yellow
Onions

288

$

$

1 lb. ctn.

SNACKS

Fresh

On the

Seedless
Cucumbers

168 2 $1
8 oz. bag

lb.

Bing Cherries

12 oz. bag

Dole Salads

128

$

ears
for

128

$

288
lb.

Vine
Tomatoes

$

ea.

U.S. #1 All Purpose

148
lb.

Sno-White

Russet
Potatoes

Whole or
Sliced
Mushrooms

128 2 $5 2 $3
for

2 lb. bag

5 lb.
bag

for

Keebler

Keebler

Sunshine

Kellogg’s

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Assorted
Varieties

Townhouse
Crackers

or Orange/Cherry/Grape

5 for $5

single rolls Printed 2-ply

28 oz. Honey or Original

Shurfine
Salsa

$
15-17 oz.

Turkey Hill

FREE

2 for $5

16-32 oz. Also: Sweet Gherkins or Sweet Midgets

$
12 oz.

$1.19

24-32 oz.

4.3-4.5 oz. Select Varieties

Teenage
Spinach

for

59 oz.

Shurfine

Swanson

Marino’s

2$4

American
Singles

for

8-11.4 oz.

4 qt. pail

Italian
Ice Cups

5 for $5 Vlasic Pickles

FREE

2 4

9 oz.

3.4-4.1 oz. Assorted Varieties

15-15.5 oz. Original or Thick & Chunky

for

Gold Peak

ICE CREAM
Perry’s Velvet

for

Hunt’s Manwich Sauce

2.5-5 oz. Packed In Water

$

$

for

for

5 $5

12 oz. sqz.

5 for $5 Idahoan Potatoes

Cheese Bars or
Shredded

299 2 $5 2 $5

12 oz.

Gain or Dawn

Bumble Bee Chunk White or Light Tuna

5 5

Assorted Varieties

3 $4 2 $6

Select Varieties

for

for

Includes Breast Tenders,
Nuggets or Popcorn Chicken

32 oz.

Spicy Brown or
Horseradish

Fresh Butter & Sugar

Crystal Farm

Hungry Man
Dinners

for

Liquid Dish Detergent

PRODUCE

Banquet

Lemonade,
Limeade

5 $5

18.3-19.9 oz.

Shurfine

5 $5

20-24 oz.

$

for

$

or Fruit Punch

for

BUY ONE • GET ONE

lb.

Assorted Varieties

Original or Light

Breaded
Fish

Shurfine Pink or Orig.

5 $5

Soft White,
Wheat,
Whole Grain
White, Honey
or 100% Whole
Wheat

78

Sports Drinks

Mustard

Cream Cheese

Shurfine Garlic & Herb

5 oz.

Ketchup

Shurfine

or Crunchy
Popcorn Shrimp

for

for

Shurfine

Breads

1

$

DAIRY

5 $5

5 $5

11-15.25 oz.

Bimbo

Traditional
or Mustard
Style

Chicken Patties

Select Varieties

for

1 lb.

$

Burritos

for

24 oz. 3 Varieties

Potato
Salad

Assorted Varieties

José Olé

5 $5

12.2-13.2 oz. Apple Jacks, Corn Pops or Crunchy Nut Golden Honey Nut

Sandridge
Deli Fresh

Entrees

12-15
oz.

Select Varieties

11 oz. In Tomato Sauce

All Meat
Hot
Dogs

Michelina’s

7.5-9 oz.

lb.

499 5 $5

6

FROZEN

98

$

$

lb.

2

$

lb.

Roast
Beef

98

Italian Style
Pork Sausage

48

Charlie’s Pride
Deli Sliced

Honey
Mesquite
Turkey
Breast

38

3

$

699

Honeysuckle White
Deli Sliced

Applewood
Smoked or
Pit Style
Ham

Sweet or Hot

2 lb. box

DELI
Russer’s
Deli Sliced

Thick Cut

Regular or
Applewood

$

for

lb.

Prima Porta

lb.

Beef
Patties

Links or Patties

8 oz.

5

118

Boneless Beef

48

Philly Gourmet Homestyle

Express
Sausage

$

Bottom Round
Family Steaks

Sirloin
Steaks

Bob Evans

Jumbo Pack

lb.

Boneless Beef

$

298

Fresh All Natural

Ground
Beef

$

Assorted Varieties

Gatorade

Brownie
Mixes

lb.

for

6.4 oz.

Betty Crocker

Canned
Vegetables

Pork Loin
Chops or
Roast

Brown’n Serve
Sausage

Green Giant

Chips Deluxe
Cookies

Cheez-It
Crackers

8 oz.

Fruit
Snacks

2 $5 2 $5 2 $4 2 $5
for

9.5-16
oz.

for

13.314.8 oz.

for

6-7 oz.

for

8 oz.
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Future of Hartnett Elementary
We need support from Homer residents to keep
Hartnett elementary School open for the benefit of
ALL children in the Homer School District.

Next Board of Ed Meeting
Tues. July 22 at 6:30 pm Homer High Library

Please come to get crucial information about
Paid for by Concerned Citizens
this issue that affects us all.

Homer American Medicare Info
Legion News
Session Set for
For the good of our Community: August 12

Please remember that as you are
replacing old, worn out United States
flags, bring them to the repository in
the Legion parking lot so that they can
be disposed of properly as befits the
symbol of our country.

Boys State: You may have read the
article in the July 6 issue of the Post
Standard regarding the annual program
held at SUNY Morrisville which is organized by the American Legion. This
event, run by a team of Marines who
help instill discipline, maintain order
and a timetable of events attracts 1,000
teenagers from across NYS to participate in a week long program where
they develop a model state. To do
so, they elect officials, set up political
parties, sports programs, and a daily
newspaper. We are proud to have
helped sponsor 4 participants from
Homer High School and look forward
to hearing of their accomplishments at
Boys State.
Recent Events:
Looking back to
Memorial Day, many thanks all those
who helped to place flags on Main
Street and in seven cemeteries in the
local area. In all over 1,000 flags were
placed at headstones to commemorate
the service of veterans. As well, thanks
go out to everyone who turned out to
enjoy the parade and take part in the
ceremony at Glenwood Cemetery.
Thanks go out to those who cheered us
on as we marched in the St. Anthony’s
and Dairy Parades.
Post News: Elections for Post positions were held during the May 31.
With no new nominations the positions
remain: Commander: Tim Francis; 1st
Vice: Paul Ellsworth; 2nd Vice: Rob Hill;
3rd Vice: Paul Powers; Finance: Emile
Wakula; Chaplain: Don Collier; Sgt.
Of Arms: Sam Fish. Trustees: Fran
Riter, William Smith, Mike McDermott.
Appointed: JAG: Bruce Fein; Adjutant:
Brenda McIntosh-Clark.
Hall Rental: Hosting an event? Please
consider renting our spacious hall.
Stop by for information and forms or
contact us at halpost465@verizon.net.
We can help make your special event
memorable.
Upcoming meetings: Due to conflicts,
the July meeting has been cancelled;
our next meeting will be held on
23 August, the 4th Saturday of the
month to avoid conflicting with Labor
Day.
Respectfully Submitted:
Brenda
McIntosh-Clark, Post Adjutant

"The strongest reason for the people
to retain the right to keep and bear
arms is, as a last resort, to protect themselves against tyranny in government."
-- Thomas Jefferson

Are you about to turn 65? Have you been
collecting Social Security Disability for
2 years? Well if so the time has come
to think about MEDICARE and the
many options available to you.
The Cortland County Area Agency on
Aging’s Health Insurance, Information
Counseling Assistance Program
(HIICAP) counselors will present a Free
seminar “NEW TO MEDICARE” TO
help you better understand Medicare.
This seminar will be held on Tuesday
August 12, 2014 from 5:30 to 7:30
PM in Room B1 of the County Office
Building 60 Central Ave, please use
the handicap entrance off from the
Greenbush St parking lot.
The Agency is honored to have Mr. Eric
Hausman , consultant specializing in
Medicare education and training joining
us in this presentation. Mr. Hausman is
an expert on all aspect of Medicare and
you will not want to miss this opportunity to hear his presentation.
So call today at 753-5060 to register for
this free seminar.

The weather is hot and so are
the savings at these merchants
on Main Street in Homer & in Little York!

Friday, July 18th
&
Saturday, July 19th

You won’t want to miss all of the bargains to be had!

Homer Men’s & Boys’

Bev & Co.

Women’s Clothing
& Accessories

Men’s, Women’s & Kids’
Clothing & Boots

(607) 749-2148

(607) 749-3314

the Crawl Space

A Kaleidoscope of Quilts

Little York
(607) 423-4296

Little York
(607) 749-2628

A Market of Artists for Everyone’s Tastes Quality cotton fabric, patterns, books,
including beautiful antiques & collectibles! notions & a long arm quilting service.

Lily Lanetree

Women’s & Jr. Apparel
Handbags & Accessories

(607) 299-4594

Liv’s Trading Co.

Buying & Selling Currentstyle Women’s Clothing &
More in Downtown Homer!

(607) 299-4557

Mama Goose

Gently-used Children’s
Clothing (sizes 0-14) &
Select New Products.

(607) 299-4006

Mr. Underwood began at ATI in 2007
as a volunteer, followed shortly thereafter as an agency consultant. Since
2009, Mr. Underwood has served as
ATI Chief Operating Officer. In that
role, he oversaw the Agency’s finances
and operations and spearheaded initiatives that led to the doubling of
ATI’s staff, the tripling of ATI’s budget
to more than $1.3 million last year,
and a 300% increase in the number of consumers served each year.
As CEO, Mr. Underwood will continue
to manage ATI’s operations and finances, while simultaneously moving the
agency forward with the ever-changing
social, political and legal landscapes. In
addition, the ATI Board has requested
that Mr. Underwood lead new initiatives
that aim to modernize ATI’s current
programming, while remaining consistent with its mission, vision and values.
Mr. Underwood currently serves
as Chair of the New York State
Independent Living Council (NYSILC)
and as a member of the Executive
Committee of the NYS ACCES-

Prima Studio

Let Prima
Highlight Your Life!
(607) 749-7900

Village Food Market

Offering fresh cut meat, produce,
deli, AND our famous
& delicious sub sandwiches.

(607) 749-3311

While in town be sure to visit Holiday in Homer
on the Village Green, held on Saturday, July 19th

Chad Underwood Promoted to CEO
of Access to Independence
On Wednesday, June 18, the Access
to Independence of Cortland County,
Inc. (ATI) Board of Directors announced
the promotion of Chad W. Underwood
to ATI Chief Executive Officer, effective
today, Monday, July 14. Longstanding
Executive Director, Mary E. Ewing will
now serve as an agency Project Manager.

Olde Homer House

Seasonal Home Furnishings,
American Made
Furniture & Gifts
(607) 756-0750

VR State Rehabilitation Council,
both Governor-appointed positions.
Mr. Underwood received his Master
of Public Administration degree from
Syracuse University’s Maxwell School
of Citizenship and Public Affairs.
Prior to joining ATI, he served as
Director of Government Affairs for
the Albany-based national consulting
firm of Mackin and Company. He also
served as Senior Project Manager
for the San Diego-based international healthcare organization of AMN
Access to Independence of Cortland
County, Inc. (ATI) evolved from a grassroots, advocacy organization in the
City of Cortland, New York, in 1986.
ATI was incorporated in 1998 as a
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization. In
2001, ATI became one of New York
State’s 40 centers for independent living (ILC). As an ILC, ATI is a community-based, consumer-controlled,
non-residential organization that provides a variety of services for individuals with a wide range of disabilities in and around Cortland County.
ATI is a family-friendly organization
that serves persons with disabilities,
their friends, family, and caregivers. ATI
serves youth, adults, and senior consumers. ATI has also provided services
to nearly 40 local human service agencies and businesses. ATI collaborates
with the other 40 independent living
centers in New York State, and networks with ILC’s nationwide.

REMSEN - continued from page 7
amendment would consider and incorporate public comments.
The rail service envisioned by the 1996
UMP/EIS has never been fully realized.
The recurring short term lease under
which the Adirondack Scenic Railroad
operates has hindered the capital
investment necessary to improve the
rail line in the most remote sections of
the corridor. This review will evaluate
options to provide the long-term assurance to the rail operator and its investors need to move forward with much
needed improvements.
Snowmobilers have long used the travel corridor during peak season to transit between communities. That use is
made unsafe during periods of lesser
snow as track becomes exposed. As
part of this review, DEC will evaluate
ways to expand snowmobile routes
between the communities along the
Old Forge to Tupper Lake segment of
the corridor on state lands and conservation easements. This will open new
recreational and tourism opportunities
for those communities but also provide
a safer riding experience for the snowmobiling community.

The theory of evolution,
which explains how living
things change over time
through natural selection, was first publicized
by Charles Darwin in 1859.
Many scientists now point
to this natural phenomenon as the reason behind
Earth’s great biodiversity.
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Why Isn't There Any Corn Growing In This Spot?
Julie AbbottKenan Will Emcee
SKARTS Gala

Melissa Manchester
to Perform

Former NewsChannel 9 journalist Julie Abbott-Kenan will serve as
emcee at the annual gala of the
Skaneateles Area Arts Council
(SKARTS), featuring pop superstar
Melissa Manchester. The gala will be
held from 6 to 10 p.m. Sunday, July 27,
on the lawn of Stella Maris Retreat and
Renewal Center, a former Roosevelt
mansion on Skaneateles Lake.
Dinner will be provided by Phoebe’s
Restaurant and the Sherwood Inn; wine,
by Anyela’s Vineyards; desserts, by
Joelle’s French Bistro and Mirbeau Inn
& Spa. The concert starts at 8 p.m.
Abbott-Kenan, who was elected in
May to the Skaneateles school board,
is former co-host of NewsChannel
9’s midday show, “Bridge Street.”
She also is a former anchor for the
station’s “Eleven at 11” newscast.
Melissa Manchester, best known
for the international hits “Through
the Eyes of Love” and “Don’t Cry
Out Loud,” received the Grammy Award
in 1982 for Best Female Vocalist.
She also is an acclaimed songwriter, who, with Kenny Loggins, cowrote the radio classic “Whenever
I Call You Friend.” Her songs
have been recorded by Barbra
Streisand, Dusty Springfield, Alison
Krauss, Roberta Flack, Johnny
Mathis,
Kathy
Mattea,
Peabo
Bryson, Cleo Laine and Barbara Cook.
In 1980 she became the first artist
in the history of the Academy Awards
to have two nominated movie themes in
one year—“Through the Eyes of Love”
and “The Promise.” She went on to
make Oscar history by performing both
songs during the worldwide telecast.
New at this year’s gala
is an “Art Garden,” a show and sale featuring works by some of Skaneateles’ finest artists: Rachel Harms, Christy Lemp,
Peggy Manring, Marilyn Masters, Gail
Simon Reynolds, Stephanie Rudnick,
Therese Strodel and Gary Trento.
Net proceeds will benefit SKARTS.
Sponsors of the gala are ABC
NewsChannel 9, Anyela’s Vineyards,
Auburn Party Rental, Clear Channel
Radio, Cowley Associates, Dermody
Burke & Brown, Evan & Liz Dreyfuss,
Eagle Newspapers, Bob & Niccolena
Errico, Nicole & Michael Falcone,
Thom Filicia, Fleur de Lis Florist,
Jim Gregg, Joelle’s French Bistro,
Jim & Kimball Kraus, Stacia & David
Landsberg M.D., M&T Bank, Mirbeau
Inn & Spa and Sally & Bob Neumann.
Also, Phoebe’s Restaurant, Jack
& Stephanie Rudnick, Carl Schramm
& Ellyn Brown, Sherwood Inn,
Skaneateles Journal, Skaneateles
Press,
Skaneateles
Talk,
Joe
& Therese Strodel, The Citizen, The
Jacobs Press, Time Warner Cable,
WAER Syracuse Public Media, WRVO
Public Media, WSYR 570 Radio
and Carol Watson/Watson Greenhouse.
The gala is a fund-raiser for
SKARTS, which works to celebrate the visual and performing arts
by creating an environment where cultural activity thrives in our community.
“This will be the best party of
the summer, and it’s all for a great
cause,” says SKARTS President
Holly Gregg. “We expect to have a
sellout, so those who would like to
attend are advised to register early.”
Tickets are $125 for regular seating,
$250 for VIP seating, and are available at skarts.org. Advance purchase
is required. For more information, call
315-685-8336.

Driving past the corn field on Rt. 281 opposite the I 81 exit, we noticed bare spots like the one above in the corn field.
Was it the work of aliens? Could it be that animals just liked to have a place to "hang out"? As our curiosity got more and
more piqued, we decided to find the answer. We asked Mike McMahon of E-Z Acres, who plants the field and harvests
the corn.
The answer was simple. "That's where I had to raise the corn planter head so I could turn the machine without damaging
the planting head", said Mike. So now we know. Nothing super mysterious, just plain necessity and common sense.
Thanks, Mike.

DEC and DOT Announce Plans to Reinvigorate
The Remsen to Lake Placid Travel Corridor
State Agencies Seek Public Input
on Possible Unit Management Plan
Amendment to Convert the Tupper
Lake to Lake Placid Segment to a
Recreational Trail
The State Departments of Environmental
Conservation (DEC) and Transportation
(DOT) today announced that they will
reopen the 1996 Unit Management
Plan/Environmental Impact Statement
(1996 UMP/EIS) for the Remsen-Lake
Placid Travel Corridor. The review will
evaluate use of the Tupper Lake to
Lake Placid segment for a recreational
trail. It will also examine opportunities
to maintain and realize the full economic potential of rail service on the
remainder of the corridor. In addition,
the state will review options to create and expand alternative snowmobile
corridors to connect communities from
Old Forge to Tupper Lake on existing
state lands and conservation easements.
The UMP governs the use of the 119mile Remsen to Lake Placid Travel
Corridor. The determination to revisit
the UMP was made following a thorough assessment of options and a
review of the extensive public comments made during four public meetings held by DEC and DOT last year.
DEC and DOT will prepare the UMP
and draft EIS, which will explore opportunities to increase recreational use of
the rail corridor and ensure it promotes
tourism and economic growth in the
surrounding communities. As part of
this process, the public will have an
opportunity to review and comment on
a draft scope that outlines significant
issues and environmental impacts, and
guides preparation of the UMP and
draft EIS. In addition, the public will
be able to review and comment on the
draft UMP and draft EIS when they are
deemed complete.
Revisiting the 1996 UMP/EIS will enable
DEC and DOT to thoroughly review
those aspects of the 1996 UMP/EIS
that recommend enhanced recreational

opportunities and community connections, and to examine alternatives for
the best future use of the Corridor
along the Tupper Lake to Lake Placid
segment. DEC and DOT will work with
the Adirondack Park Agency (APA) and
public stakeholders, including local officials and residents, to assess alternatives that reflect current realities along
the corridor and potential environmental
and economic impacts.
“Our goal is to protect our natural
resources, while also exploring ways
to increase opportunities for people to
enjoy outdoor recreation activities in
the Adirondacks,” DEC Commissioner
Martens said. “We recognize that the
future of the Remsen to Lake Placid
Travel Corridor is important to local
residents, communities and the regional
economy, and the UMP process is the
appropriate way to determine the best
use of the corridor. We greatly appreciate the input received and continue to
encourage the public and stakehold-

7B14

ers to be actively involved in the UMP
process since their views and interests
will be an important part of the decisionmaking process.”
“The Remsen-Lake Placid Travel
Corridor is a tremendous transportation resource that traverses stunning landscapes across the northern
Adirondacks,” DOT Commissioner
Joan McDonald said. “In response to
public interest, we are reopening the
Unit Management Plan, providing new
opportunities to engage local communities and support the regional economy
as we plan for the corridor’s future.”
The UMP process will provide a transparent and public means of exploring
a proposed amendment to the 1996
UMP/EIS that would maximize benefits from public use of the corridor
and conform with the Adirondack Park
State Land Master Plan. Any proposed
see REMSEN page 6
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Thoughts on Revising Our
Downtowns
By Ed Finkbeiner
Executive summary
Propose a New York State program
costing approximately $21 million
a year. The program would provide
elevators for existing three and four
story buildings. Each building that is
accepted into the program would be
awarded a maximum of $100,000 to
install or bring existing elevators up
to a safe use standard. Commercial
elevators cost from $45k to $100k to
install. Approximately 200 buildings a
year in New York could be upgraded.
Over a five-year period 1000 buildings
would be given an opportunity to be
revitalized. Many existing three and
four story buildings exist all through
New York State. Most have the upper
floors vacant. Having access by elevator allows for economic development of
these floors. Jobs are created, building
materials purchased and energy reduction techniques employed. The villages
and towns get an increased tax base. A
revitalized downtown is possible which
would stimulate other businesses to
expand and improve their buildings.
Each New York County should get at
least one elevator per year so that
each area of the state gets a piece
of the program. It also gives the local
Assemblyman/Senator to get some
credit for helping their communities.
The Assemblyman’s/Senator’s local
offices can be information sources for
the local building owners. Having a
local office is a beneficial and good way
to get the program advertised and have
a focal point for questions when the
grant is awarded.
The State has used tax credits for
Historic Restoration for many years and
the program has been very successful.
This proposed program is meant to
help any building owner regardless of
their historic status. No special requirements are necessary to be awarded a
grant of up to $100K. No village, town,
county tax breaks are required. All local
zoning, codes and economic development plans will not be impacted by this
program.
Economic benefits to the State:
Almost every small town in New York
State has buildings that would qualify
for a grant.
Architects get work
Elevators purchased
Construction workers
Building materials purchased
Interior furnishings purchased and
installed
Cuts down on sprawl
Spurs private investment
Saves energy
Increases the tax base
Revitalizes downtowns
Works in concert with state and federal
tax credits
Repairs neglected and deteriorated
buildings
Reduces crime
Reduces health hazards
Faster start to completion time than
new construction
Slows or reverses the decline of ”Main
Street”
Once the upper floors are occupied the
economic benefits of having a vibrant
downtown has been fairly well documented by many government and private sources. Once unused buildings
have been rehabbed, neighborhoods
get invigorated, crime goes down, pride
goes up and economic activity increases. Tax revenues increase due to business activity and increased building

values. Over time the grants can be
expected to be repaid from the tax revenues the properties will generate.
Challenges:
Complying with building codes. This
is the building owner’s responsibility
before award is made.
Who issues a Certificate of completion?
Certificate would be necessary to get
reimbursed by this program.
Alternatives:
Possible pilot program with approximately 10 elevators in central New York
area.
Local management reduces cost of
management documentation of results.
Many communities can use the grants;
Homer, Cortland, Auburn, Skaneateles,
Seneca Falls and others.
Pilot program cost about $2 million.
$1 million for elevators and $1 million to set up application forms and
management team. The management
team would be made up of an administrator, Secretary (part-time), finance
person (part-time), rent an office in a
local county office building, rent or buy
computers and equipment, telephones
and fax, phones, etc., supplies janitorial service, legal services part-time,
travel costs and website. The website
could be part of a link to a current state
website.
Program could be based and run similar to the downtown development grant
program.
Summary:
Central NY [CNY] got over $21M for
marketing the area in the recent budget. Only current businesses get the
return from getting visitors to come to
the area. This program would be a long
term benefit to all the small towns that
get to revitalize their down towns with a
little help from this program.
Recipients agree to rehab unused floors
and pursue economic use of the space.
No real hard requirements are necessary. There are no village or town tax
breaks included in this proposal. Local
tax base would go up. Local communities can work with the developer to offer
tax breaks if they wish. Therefore there
would be no economic incentive by the
building owner to put in elevators and
not do any additional work. Local taxes
would go up due to having an elevator
installed forcing higher tax payments.
Having an increased tax bill without
continuing to rehab the unused space
would most likely preclude the owner
from just installing an elevator then
trying to sell the building. Even if that
were done, the next owner would be in
position to rehab the space. It’s a winwin situation.
If this program for small communities
in New York is successful then it can
be expanded nationwide with Federal
money to encourage our and other
states to adopt or expand the program.
All of America has the same problem
with its downtown upper vacant floor
buildings. America needs jobs and a
vibrant economy. This program is one
small way to make that happen.

Until 1857, it was legal for British
husbands to sell their wives.The
going rate was £3,000 .. about
£223,000 in today’s money.

New York Sails Into Boating Season
by Senator James L. Seward
With summer here and long warm days
ahead many people will be headed out
on our numerous bodies of water to
enjoy a day of boating. Whether it is
a lazy day on a sail boat, an adventure
in a canoe or an exhilarating afternoon
water skiing there is no better place to
enjoy yourself than on the waterways
of upstate New York. Certainly though,
many things should be considered
before you set out.
Staying safe while on the water is a top
concern and must be taken extremely
seriously. Before even leaving the dock
some very important pieces of safety
equipment should be on board your
vessel. First and foremost, you need a
life preserver, also known as a personal
flotation device (PFD), for each person
on board. If you are aboard a motorized boat there are additional requirements like visual distress signals, fire
extinguishers, appropriate running
lights, anchor and line, and a horn or
bell. Each one of these items serves
an important purpose should you run
into any type of distress on the water.
Along with the proper equipment it is
also essential that you understand the
rules of the nautical road. The rules
are an internationally accepted standard and require that every operator
conducts his or her vessel in a prudent
manner, at a safe speed, while constantly maintaining a proper lookout
by all means available. One thing all
boaters need to learn are the required
sound signals used when two vessels
come near one another. Learning who
has the right of way under various conditions, operating under restricted visibility and how to read navigational signals are other important rules to know.
While many of these rules are specific
to boating, there is one that carries over
from the highways: operating a boat
while impaired or intoxicated through
the consumption of alcohol or drugs
is a serious crime. New York law prescribes heavy fines, imprisonment and
the suspension of operator privileges
for boating while intoxicated. New York
has also enacted a “zero tolerance” law
aimed at stopping underaged drinking.
Anyone under 21 years of age caught
drinking while operating a vessel may
have his operating privileges suspended or revoked.
It is important to realize that on the
water, even small amounts of alcohol may greatly impair one’s ability
to function in three critical areas: balance, coordination and judgment.
Environmental factors like glare, heat,
vibration and engine noise can also
slow reaction time. Alcohol may also
give one the feeling that he and his
boat can perform maneuvers beyond
his limits. After a couple of drinks, inhibitions are reduced and recklessness
takes over. The ability to process information from various sources is also
depressed by alcohol and one could
develop a tunnel vision perspective,
thus blocking out critical information.
The ability to judge speed and distance
are also impaired. Plain and simple,
alcohol and boating do not mix.
These are just a few items to remember
while enjoying a day on the water, but
there are many other things to keep in
mind. One of the best things any boating enthusiast can do is take the New
York Safe Boating Course, sponsored
by the Office of Parks, Recreation and
Historic Preservation. The course is
designed as a comprehensive boating
tutorial, teaching the fundamentals of
safe boating operation and has been
approved by the National Association of
Boating Law Administrators.

Information on upcoming courses along
with a complete New York State Boater’s
Guide, with all of the rules and regulations you need to know in order to boat
safely and legally in New York State, are
available on-line at www.nysparks.com.
Enjoy the summer and stay safe on
New York’s waterways.

Caminiti To Release
Debut Solo Album
Alex Caminiti is soon to release his
debut solo album, “in the moment of
the meantime.” In collaboration with
local musicians Aaron Fumarola on
drums, Steve Daniels on saxophone,
Zac Doob on hammond organ and
fender rhodes and Dom Fisher on
bass, the album is all instrumental
and will appeal to a wide audience of
listeners.
“I really tried to blend as many sounds
and styles as possible, while keeping
the music really calm and easy listening,” he says about his new music. “It’s
really just about the vibe of the music,
not so much typical song structures. It’s
driving or background music that could
also be listened to intently for all the
subtle details throughout the album.”
Alex plays guitar, bass, hammond
organ, fender rhodes, clavinet, and
also produced, recorded and mixed
the entire album at his Studio Zoot, a
recording studio in the Cortland Corset
Building.
He recently launched a pre-sale of
the album via Kickstarter. The pre-sale
is seeking to raise $2500 to fund the
mastering and pressing of cds. “Since I
am an independent artist [and considering that people do not really buy cds
or music any longer], it is really difficult
handling every single aspect of making an album. It’s simply not feasible
for me to do it all on my own.” The
mastering will be handled by Stephen
Marsh, an Upstate Native who currently owns and operates a Mastering
Studio in Hollwood. “I am not standing
to make any money on this - and that
is totally cool, because making money
is not the point at all. Making music is
way more important to me, and I plan
on giving away a large portion of the
cds throughout the years, should my
kickstarter be successful. It is really the
nature of the independent music industry in 2014.”
The album will be released in late
September and the pre-sale on kickstarter runs until Tuesday August 5th.
You can support the project by going to
www.facebook.com/ACACAMusic.
(StatePoint) If you’re a homeowner, you probably know that refinancing could mean lower
monthly payments, lower interest rates and a
shorter-term loan. However, if your mortgage is
underwater, a refinance is hard to come by and
you may have been turned down in the past.
But don’t despair just yet. A government initiative, introduced by the Federal Housing Finance
Agency, is making it easier to refinance. The
Home Affordable Refinance Program (HARP) is
enabling homeowners who owe almost as much
or more than the current value of their homes
to take advantage of the long-term benefits of
refinancing.With recent program modifications
and interest rates still at historically low levels,
it is now easier to refinance with HARP, and
those who have been turned down in the past
may now be eligible.If you are current on your
mortgage payments, your loan is backed by
Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac, and you have little
or negative equity in your home, you may be
eligible for HARP. To find out more information,
visit www.harp.gov.
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Weather... Summer Storms = Damage

Summer storms seem to be the norm lately in this area.
Last week strong winds tore off tree limbs in the village
and surrounding areas.
At left and immediately below, branches were down
on North Main Street. Homer Fire Dept. was kept busy
standing by downed limbs and wires.

Bottom photo, several poles were broken on Rt. 41 in
the town of Scott. Homer Fire Police stood by to keep
traffic flowing and prevent individuals from getting too
close to the downed wires.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Shop For Fashion.. L eave With Style!

A Kaleidoscope of

“For Fitness and Fun, We are the ONE!”

4292 Fairgrounds Dr.
Cortland, NY 13045
(607)753-8100
www.jmmcomplex.com

9b14

JM McDonald Sports Complex

QUILTS

Offering a wide variety of fabrics, patterns, notions, and
quilts, plusquilting classes from beginners to advanced.
From quilted bowls to a “Log Cabin quilt” and MORE!

9b14

Closed Monday
6270 Little York Lake Road
Tuesday-Thursday ...10-8pm (at entrance to CRT Theater)
Friday-Saturday ...10-5pm
Little York, NY, 13087
Sunday ...1-5pm
607-749-2628

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-7537003 for appointment. Sheridan’s
Jewelers, 8 Main Street, downtown
Cortland.

7b14

It's Road Construction Season.
Drive Carefully!

Buy! Sell! Trade!
The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

gently-used
children’s clothing,
books, toys, baby
equipment & more!

We carry select NEW
products too!
27 N. Main St., Homer
607-299-4557

*

*

SUMMER SALE!
July 18 & 19 Enjoy Buy 2, Get 3rd
FREE!! all clothing at both Mama & Liv’s!

*•

SUMMER ARRIVALS!

*

At Mama: Natural bug spray, sun hats,
sunglasses, sandles by Teva & See Kai Run,
Ergo Baby Carriers ... camp clothes ...

•

At Liv’s: Blue Q totes made from 95%
recyclable material - great for travel! sunglasses
... new & used jewelry ... skirts ... dresses ...

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

& accessories
25 N. Main St., Homer
607-299-4006
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
(607) 749-5332 •

Fax: (607) 749-5740

HUGHSTON PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL

8B14

Jim Hopkins

Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Commercial • Residential • New Construction • Service Work
Licensed Master Plumber

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

10B14

Lynn Hughston - Owner • Jill Jones - Office Manager
5056 State Route 41 • Homer, New York 13077

12b14

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300

315.696.8918

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

9a14

12B14

7B14

77 South West St. • Route 281 • Homer, NY 13077
OFFICE: (607) 749-7575 X24
CELL: (607) 345-3419

Full Range of Services:
Removals • Stump Grinding
Backhoe • Snow Plowing

FREE ESTIMATES
FULLY INSURED

We have the space for your event!
top
Call or S
!
by Today

131 Port Watson Street Cortland NY 13045
Call: 607-753-1477 Email: w2otg@verizon.net

Office: (607) 749-6814

EMAIL: jim@cinquanti.com
WEBSITE: www.cinquanti.com

10a14

9B14

11B14

12B14

Elizabeth Brewster House

12B14

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

4 Convenient Locations:

41 South Main Street • Homer, NY

Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

607.756.4307

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

5B15

10b14

3.13

SUPER CREAM

Tom Niederhofer

DAIRY BAR

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

Homemade hard ice cream

(607) 749-5649

WELCOME TO OUR NEW LOCATION:
75 North West Road—Route 281

607-749-3348

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

9a14

Graduation & Alumni Parties-Birthday Parties
Executive & Corporate Conferences-Education Classes
Training Seminars-Health & Craft Fairs-Social Groups
Retirement Parties-Baby Showers-Family Reunions
Class Reunions-Cultural Meetings-Fundraising Events
Wedding Showers & Receptions-Religious Meetings

Fully Equipped Seminar/Training Classrooms & Banquet Hall
Free Parking-Centrally Located-Reasonable Rental Rates

26+ years investment experience

Associate Broker

PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

9b14
6b14

Steven Dafoe
Professional

JIM PANTAS

12B14

HOURS: 11:00AM-10:00PM DAILY

3.13
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Celebrating Independence With the Reading of the Declaration
of Independence, Ringing of Bells, and Cannon Firing

Bud and Chip Jermy describing the time leading up to the Declaration.

Above: Peter Hartsock from Washington, DC; Bud Jermy, Chip Jermy, and
Sam Fish pose after the bell ringing and cannon firing. Peter brought the flag
in the background which contains 15 stars and 15 stripes. The design was
changed when it became obvious that one could not put a stripe for every
state on the flag.
Sam fish is wearing the World War I uniform of his grandfather, Roscoe
Champlin.

July 4th was a beautiful day, with a few clouds and a moderate temperature. A great day for the annual reading of the Declaration of
Independence.
Bud Jermy and his son Chip prefaced the reading of the Declaration
with some history of when and how the Declaration of Independence
came into being. It is interesting to discover that it was signed at different times by the various representatives.
Make the effort to be at the 2015 reading and learn so many things we
were never taught in school about this important document.

Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

JEANS

WOMEN’S
505
512
515
518
524
529

8

MEN’S
505
517
550
560
569
Carpenter

Mon. - Fri.
8:30-7:30
"Look who is reading the Homer News in Paris. John Hartsock of Homer
was recently in Paris for a conference. Here he reads the news at Café La
Escarpement in the Latin Quarter."

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!
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Homer
Congregational
Church

33rd Annual

~ BREAKFAST
~ LUNCHEON

Schedule of Events
7:30am-10:00am - Breakfast, Homer Methodist Church
11:30am-1:00pm - Luncheon @ Homer Congregational Church
9:00am - 4:00pm - Quilt Show, Sanctuary of Homer Congregational Church
9:00am - 4:00pm - Horse Drawn Wagon Rides sponsored by Cooperstown Coach
(weather permitting)
10:00am-3:00pm - Dan the Snake Man
11:00am-3:00pm - Juggler & Bubbler, Doug Rougeux
Sponsored by the Homer Village Recreation Department

Entertainment at the Bandstand
Sponsored by: Cinquanti Real Estate,
Fingerlakes Construction, Cortland Self Storage
10:00am -11:00am - Homer Brass Ensemble
12:00pm - 3:00pm - Greg McQuade
11:45am - Introduction of the Scholarship Winners
And Don't Miss...
1:00pm & 3:30pm -Walking Historical Tours
@ Center of the Arts ...$8.64 per person / $5.40 Seniors
11:00 am till sell out - Homer Fireman Chicken BBQ
Thank you to our 2014 Sponsors!

Free Shuttle Buses
Plenty of Parking

SPECIALTY VENDORS
CRAFT VENDORS
BYRNE DAIRY ICE CREAM
STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL
HISTORY TOURS

festivities all day
on the
VILLAGE GREEN

CARRAIGE RIDES
MUSIC-ENTERTAINMENT
FOODS-CHICKEN BBQ
QUILTING DEMONSTRATIONS
http://www.holidayinhomer.com

