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Tax Credits for Historic
Preservation Discussed
Village homeowner
Bob Haight met with
a group of interested
property owners from
the Historic District
to discuss income
tax credits available
to homeowners who
renovate and/or repair
their property.
He told of his experiences in a project he
completed late last
year, and how he eas
able to reduce his New
York State Income
Taxes because of the
money he spent on his
house. (More inside)
Bob Haight
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The Homer Village Board held its
reorganizational meeting on April 14th
at the Homer Fire Station.
Newly-elected board member Gene
Smith was introduced and welcomed.
Mayor Suits presented a list of appointments to various posts and boards.
Most were the same as before, with
Mahlon Irish Jr. being appointed to
the Village Planning Board to replace
Gene Smith.
At the meeting, Village Attorney
Patrick Perfetti announced that he
would be resigning the post of Village
Attorney as soon as a replacement
was hired. He cited the increasing client base in his private practice as his
reason for leaving. He thanked the
board for hiring him when he returned
from a military deployment and was
getting his law practice back to its prior
strength.
The Village compost site has opened
for residents to drop off yard waste and
branches for composting.
Newly-elected trustee Gene smith
presented to the Mayor and the board
a preliminary sketch for a new office
building for the village. He stated that
he does not want the village offices
to go back to the Town Hall and proposed that the Village build a new
structure measuring 30' by 81'. The
building would be constructed where
the fenced in basketball/tennis courts
are now located. Along with offices and
a "break room", there would be a 26' x
30' meeting room that would seat up to
75 people.
He proposed relocating the basketball/tennis courts to the rear of the
property near the river and near the
Paul Hill Community Building that was
built by the Fire Department several
years ago.
According to Smith, the cost of the
building would be about $210,000 not
including site work and relocation of
the basketball/tennis courts.
Village Clerk Lou Anne Randall
stated that the Village has in excess
of $270,000 in a building reserve fund
that can be used to build the building.
After his presentation, Smith moved
to send a letter to the Town of Homer
telling the Town that the Village is not
interested in returning to Town Hall.
The motion passed 3 yes, 1 no, with
Smith, Andy Brush, and Paul Gower
voting yes. Trustee Kevin Slack was
the only no vote.
There was no indication from the
board at the meeting as to when a final
decision to proceed with the formal
process of advertising for bids for construction of the building.

for them. He agreed that he would
do so by the next board meeting in
May.
As proposed, the changes
would mean a small monthly increase
in costs for phone and internet service, but would provide more phone
lines and much faster internet service.
With the Assessor for Homer, Cortland
and Virgil now located in the Town
Hall building, faster internet service is
needed.
The board discussed a proposal to
do more advanced testing of the Town
Hall for mold and other possible environmental hazards. After discussion,
the board decided not to spend the
$5300 for testing.

"Brittany"
Brittany’s Law began out of tragedy here at home. In 2009, 12-yearold Brittany Passalacqua was murdered along with her mother, Helen
Buchel, in Geneva. The two were
killed by John Edward Brown, who
was on parole after serving time for
violently assaulting his infant daughter in 2003. Ms. Buchel was unaware
of Brown’s history of violence.

rific problem that needs to be addressed
immediately. As elected representatives, we must use any means at our
disposal – like Brittany’s Law – to ensure
more tragedies never happen again.
Consider these staggering statistics:
Between 2001 and 2012, America lost
6,488 soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan.
During that same period, 11,766
American women were murdered
by current or former male partners.
According to the National Network to
End Domestic Violence, three women
are killed each day in a domestic violence incident. These figures make the
Assembly Majority’s continued delay
even more disturbing and inexplicable.
Thanks to the efforts of Sen. Mike
Nozzolio, Brittany’s Law has passed
in the state Senate five times in landslide votes. In the five years this bill
has reached the floor of the Senate,
the closest margin was a 49-vote
margin when it passed 54-5 in 2014.                      
                                                      
Assemblywoman Aileen Gunther is the
Majority sponsor of Brittany’s Law in the
Assembly (A.1833), but despite bipartisan support since 2011, the Majority
has yet to allow the legislation to come
to the floor. It is my profound hope that
their approach changes in 2015.

Had a registry of violent offenders been
in place, this tragic crime could have
been avoided. The senseless murder
of two young women illustrates a hor-

Homer Town Board
The Homer Town Board met on April
8th at the Homer Town Hall. Board
member Kevin Williams was absent
due to a prior commitment.
There was a presentation to the
board and proposals for a new telephone system and internet service for
the Town Hall building. There were
several options presented, but the
board wanted the proposer to return
with some different features and prices

The Home of Guaranteed Credit Approval

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of The Homer News will be May 7, 2015. DEADLINE: for ads and news is
April 28, 2015
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American
Legion
News
Recently the public was invited to
the American Legion to partake of a
free spaghetti dinner. This great dining experience was possible thanks to
our Junior Auxiliary. There are 13 of
these young people who range in ages
between 7 and 12 and are led by Donna
Riley and Laura Call, both members of
our Auxiliary branch. They hold monthly
meetings at Homer American Legion
Post 465.
The purpose of the Junior Auxiliary

is to support the American Legion programs for veterans, young people and
the community.
They are currently
working on projects that will help them
earn their Community Service Patch.
That is where the complimentary spaghetti dinner came in. These hard
workers served between 80 - 100 people that day and donations were then
donated to the Legion to help defray
the expense of refinishing the oak floor
in our hall. Special thanks go out to
Cortland Produce, volunteer mothers,
Doug Brown and David Moreland for
their support and donations, and the
Post Commander, Tim Francis, for his
help .

Living Local
Eat Real Food
Food is life. Our culture is connected to the traditional foods shared
over generations. All of us have definite ideas about the food we eat.
Food choices are unlimited and we
all know what we like. Whether you
are a vegetarian or a junk food connoisseur, the fact is, as Americans,
we need to take a serious look at the
food we eat every day. Processed
foods contain chemical additives that
deserve a second look. More people
have developed food allergies. The
pesticides and fertilizers build up in
our body tissues. Hormones that are
fed to livestock affect the growth and
development of our own bodies as
well. Childhood and adult obesity is at
an alarming rate. Each day we hear of
a new tastier food product to try. Food
is big business in this country and the
ever present advertising is hard to
avoid. Each one of us could be more
poplar, happier, and more successful
if only we ate the right brands of food.
Drive-up fast food and quick, highly
processed meals were not always the
American way of eating. Actually, it
has only been in the last 150 years or
so, since the Industrialized Revolution,
that the American diet underwent drastic changes.
Back in the day, before the processed food explosion, people ate real
food. Real food picked from a garden or raised on a pasture. Summer
bounties of fruits and vegetables were
“put up” in canning jars and freezers
to make local food available during
the winter months. The food supply
was based on the growing season
and food traditions, such as pumpkin
pie, were based on the harvest. With
the development of the combustion
engine and the commercial food industry, food availability changed drastically. Strawberries harvested during the
winter months in California could now
be enjoyed in New York at Christmas.
Farms and food companies have virtually become farm factories. Food
packaging, storage, and transportation
cost billions each year. Fertilizers, pesticides, antibiotics, and food additives
are used to increase production and
profit, not to increase the quality of the
foods we eat.
The American diet consists of too
much processed food and this is not
limited to junk snack food but dairy,
meat, fruits, and vegetables as well.
The good news is, people are starting to pay attention, even if only just

a bit. The organic food movement
has been around for generations, but
only now are folks pausing to learn
more. Farmers’ Markets and farmto-table restaurants have helped to
raise awareness of the health benefits of eating real food along with the
deliciousness that comes with freshness. Large companies have begun to
notice as well, offering some organic
and nonGMO choices in their “healthier” convenience and processed food.
Large businesses are looking out for
their profit, not for our health. We
have to take a step back from eating
everything from a package if we care
about our health as well as the future
of the earth and our dependence on
petroleum.
How do we get back to eating real
food? Food as close to nature as possible, grown locally. We have learned
that processed food with excessive salt, sugar, and saturated fat is
unhealthy. We want to be in charge of
what ingredients and additives go into
our body. Knowing where our food is
grown and who grows it can help us
learn more and feel good about what
we eat. Buying real food and bringing
it home is the first step. “Cooking {from
scratch} is “the single most important thing we can do as a family to
improve our health and general wellbeing” (Michael Pollen, author of The
Omnivore’s Dilemma).
We are lucky to have Homer Farmers’
Market right here in town. We can purchase vegetables and fruits right from
the farmer that was picked that day.
Investing in our local farms and businesses builds up the economy of our
community. We are so used to running
in to the supermarket to buy our food,
yet the real food choices there are
limited. At the Homer Farmers’ Market
we have organic beef, pork, chicken,
and eggs from pasture raised hens
to choose from. We also have fresh
baked goods, honey, maple syrup,
and natural soap. There is always
someone ready to discuss how to prepare the vegetables you just bought.
Come and share your favorite recipes with others, greet your neighbors,
and meet new friends. Opening day
is Saturday May 9th! Please join us!
Mothers will receive special gifts. We
always look forward to seeing you
Wednesdays 4:30-7PM (starting 5/26)
and Saturdays 9AM-1PM!
Nancy Lee
Homer Farmers’ Market
Home Economist

105 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN

The mission of our Junior Auxiliary
is: To provide for today's needs while
being advocate for a brighter future, to
advance the understanding of patriotism and responsibility of citizenship
and to promote individual integrity and
family values.
Many thanks to everyone who came
out to enjoy the dinner and support
this worthy cause and show these
folks how much they are appreciated.
These young people are doing a wonderful job of keeping the American
Dream alive - doing their civic duty
while enhancing our community and
helping to make Homer a great place
to call home. Just one more reason to
become an American Legion Member!!
Don't forget to find us on Face Book.
We always welcome new members.
Want to become an American Legion
Member in Homer? Email us at: halpost465@verizon.net.
Upcoming Meeting Dates: April 25,
May 30, June 27. All meetings commence at 10:00am.

"The Homer Food Pantry
located in the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church
is open every Tuesday from
10AM to 1PM. We serve
Homer residents and families with children enrolled in
Homer Schools."

EVENTS
CALENDAR
May 9 - Saturday
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held from 8am to 1:00pm,
at the Homer 1st United Methodist Church, 16 Cayuga Street(on the
Green). A Double Red Cell Collection
unit will be available at this drive for
type A-,B-,AB-, and O. Anyone who
wishes to donate should call and make
an appointment at 1-800-RED-CROSS
or go to: www.redcrossblood.org Folks
with appointments are given first priority, but walk-ins are welcome.
May 25 - Monday
The Columbian Presbyterian Church,
corner of rtes. 11 & 20 LaFayette,
will be hosting its annual Memorial
Day Benefit for LaFayette Outreach, on
Mon. May 25, from 8:00 am- 12 noon.
All of the proceeds will be donated
directly to LaFayette Outreach, which
is our local food pantry and servicereferral agency. The event consists
of a silent auction, bake sale, plant
sale, "Red, White & Blue Ice Cream
Sundaes," and a free kids' craft area.
Questions/Donations: 677-3293, cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com .
As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For
more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our
publishing schedule and deadlines. April
28, 2015 for the May 7, 2015 issue.

4a,b15
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An Old-Fashioned Winter

By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian
Some meteorologists have reported
that this past winter was one of the
worst on record in the state for the
amount of snow and the number of
days of below freezing temperatures.
It makes one wonder how people dealt
with the challenges of the winter season
in earlier eras. I came across a book
by Lincoln’s assistant personal secretary and native-son of Homer, William
Osborn Stoddard, which provides a
glimpse into the answer. After his stint
in the White House, Stoddard enjoyed
a long career through the late 1800s
and into the next century as an author.
He wrote some 76 books, mostly highly
popular, fictional adventure stories for
young boys. One such book, published
in 1885 by Charles Scribner’s Sons,
has the title Winter Fun. The title does
not seem fitting for the chapter titled
“An Old-Fashioned Snow.” I find little
in it that I would characterize as “fun”
and much to make me appreciate the
Village and Town work crews that strive
to keep our streets and highways open
in this century. Here are excerpts that
very well may have been inspired by
Februarys Stoddard recalled as a youth
in Syracuse or during visits to his grandfather’s farmhouse at No. 5 Albany
Street in the Village. Sometimes, art
imitates life:
There have been several light and
fleecy falls of snow since the arrival of
the “city cousins” at the farmhouse, but
they had been only about enough to
keep the sleighing in good order. The
weather was bracingly cold; but, for all
that, Aunt Judith more than once felt
called upon to remark, -“The winters nowadays ain’t nothin’ at
all to what they used to be.”
“We’ll have more snow yet,” said the
deacon, “Don’t you be afraid…. Boys,
it’s going to be a big one this time, real
old-fashioned sort. We must get out the
shovels, and keep the paths open”….
More and more of it; and the men and
boys came in from the barns after supper as white as so many polar bears, to
stamp and laugh and be brushed till the
color of their clothes could be seen.
Then the wind began to rise, and the
whole family felt like gathering closely
around the fireplace; and the flames
poured up the wide chimney as if they
were ready to fight that storm.
The boys cracked nuts, and popped
corn, and played checkers. The deacon
read his newspaper. Mrs. Farnham and
Aunt Judith plied their knitting. Susie
showed Pen how to crochet a tidy. It
was very cozy and comfortable; but all
the while they could hear blast after
blast, as they came howling around the
house, and hurled snow fiercely against
the windows….
“If this keeps up all night, there won’t
be any going to meeting to-morrow, let
alone school on Monday.”
It did keep up all night; and the blinding drifts were whirling before the wind
with a gustier sweep than ever, when
the farmhouse people peered out at
them next morning.
Every shovel they could furnish a pair
of hands for had to be at work good and
early, and the task before them had a
kind of impossible look about it….
There was a drift nearly ten feet high
between the house and the pigpen,
and a worse one was piled up over the
gate leading into the barnyard…. [The
children] dug away manfully at that
drift, or, rather, at the hole they meant
to make through it, while the grown-up
shovellers toiled in the direction of the
barnyard-gate….
It sounded a great deal as if the
hungry quadrupeds in the pen were
explaining their condition to all the outside world, or trying to, and cared very
little how much work it might cost to
bring them their breakfast…. Before
the great drift at the gate could be con-

quered, it was breakfasttime for human beings,
and there was never a
morning when coffee
and hot cakes seemed
more perfectly appropriate…. ….but the barn
was reached, and all the quadrupeds
and bipeds were found, safe and hungry, and were carefully attended to....
They were all tired enough to go to
bed early, but the first rays of daylight
next morning saw them all rushing out
again. Port felt a little stiff and sore, but
he determined to do his part at roadbreaking.
The snow lay pretty level in the roads,
for the greater part; and you could see
the top rails of the fences here and
there, enough to go by.
A little after breakfast the wide gate
was swung open, and then the deacon’s hired man came down the lane,
driving the black team at a sharp trot,
with the wood-sleigh behind them.
Faster, faster, through the gate, and
out into the snow, with a chorus of
shouts to urge them on.
The spirited, powerful fellows reared
and plunged and snorted; but before
long they seemed almost disposed to
call it fun, and enjoy it.
“Up the road first!” shouted the deacon. “We’ll break that way till we get
beyond Stebbins’s.”
There was work for men and boys, as
well as horses; and the snow-shovels
were plied rapidly behind the plunging
team. Porter Hudson quickly understood that a great deal of road could be
opened in such a way as that, if all the
farmers turned out to do it. They were
likely to; for none of them could afford
to be blocked in, and public opinion
would have gone pretty sharply against
any man who dodged his share of such
important work as that.
It was hardest on the horses, willingly
as they went at it; and at the end of an
hour or so the deacon brought out his
second team, a pair of strong brown
plough-horses. When they were tired,
out came the best yoke of oxen; and
it was fun enough to see the great,
clumsy creatures, all but buried in a
deep drift, slowly but strongly shouldering their way forward, and every now
and then trying to turn around and get
out of the scrape.
“A skittish yoke wouldn’t do,” said
Corry. “They wouldn’t move any way
but backwards.”
Long before that, the road had been
opened “beyond Stebbins’s,”….
They were now pushing their work
towards the village, and could already
catch glimpses of other “gangs,” as
Vosh called them, here and there down
the road. In some places, where the
snow was not so deep, they made “turnouts” wide enough for loaded sleighs to
pass each other.
“If we didn’t,” said Vosh, “one team’d
have to lie down and let the other drive
over it.”
He could not tell Port that he had ever
seen that done, but he added, “I’ve had
to burrow through a drift, team and all,
when there wasn’t any turnout made.”
That was very much like what they
had been doing all day, and they kept
it up through all the next; but, when
Tuesday night came, it was pretty clear
that “the roads were open.” A sleigh
came up from Benton with a man in it
who had business with the deacon, and
who had some remarkable yarns to tell
about the depth of the drifts on the other
side of the valley.
“Deacon Paulding’s house was just
drifted clean under, barns and all. He
had to make a kind of a tunnel to his
stable, before he could fodder his critters.”

Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
• NYS Inspection
• Oil Change & Filter
• Brakes & Suspension
• Computer Diagnostics
•Tires; mount, balance, rotate
• Alignment - up to 210” wheelbase

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714

Benson Davis Insurance

“You don’t say!”
exclaimed Aunt Judith.
“Snowed under! I’ve
known that to happen
any number of times
when I was a girl. Good
big houses too; not little
hencoops of things….
I must say, though,
this ‘ere’s a right good
old-fashioned snow, to
come in these days.”

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

Physical Therapy

Return to what matters most
Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com
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VILLAGE FOOD MARKET
HOME OF SHURFINE QUALITY FOODS AND PRODUCTS

HOURS: MONDAY-SATURDAY 8AM-9PM • SUNDAY 8AM-8PM

7 SOUTH MAIN ST. HOMER, NY. • (607) 749-3311•Prices Effective Monday April 27-Saturday May 2, 2015

ITEMS OFFERED FOR SALE ARE NOT AVAILABLE TO OTHER RETAILERS OR WHOLESALERS • MEMBER OF OLEAN WHOLESALEGROCERY CO-OP. INC. • WE GLADLY REDEEM USDA FOOD STAMPS
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES • WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS

MEAT Quality You Can Depend On

DELI
Shurfine

Pork Sirloin
Chops

Center Cut
Porkloins

1
$ 38
2
$ 28
1

Cut Free for Chops or Roast

Small, Lean and Meaty

Pork
Spareribs
Allen’s

lb.

Roasting
Chicken

Prime ,Young and Tender

5-7 lb. avg.

lb.

1

$ 98

$ 98
lb.

Deli Sliced
Canadian
Ham

Boneless

Whole Boneless

Shurfine Regular

Sliced
Bacon

lb.

Maple or Virginia

5
2/$
3

2/$

Shurfine

Deli Sliced
Turkey
Breast

16 oz.

Shurfine

Jumbo
All Meat
Hot Dogs

Sandridge Brand
Traditional

Fresh
Potato
Salad

1lb. Pkg.

5/$

Arizona
Tea

16.5 oz.

Assorted Flavors

Capri Sun

5

2/$
128 oz.

Old El Paso Taco Kit
Assorted Varieties

Assorted Flavors

FROZEN

Pepperidge Farms

Layered Cakes

19.6 oz.

99¢
2

$ 99

20-28 oz.

Dutch Country Bread
Stroehmann

Creamy or Chunky

6 pk.

1

$ 88

fff

Shurfine Frosting

18 oz.

$ 69

16 oz.

2/$

6

PRODUCE

5/$

8 oz.

Shurfine/ Select Varieties

Shredded Cheese

2/$

8 oz.

Assorted Varieties

Simply Juice

BUY 1, GET

20-24 oz .
20 oz.

D’Italiano Rolls

2/$

Cream Cheese

Shurfine

Italian Bread

4

$ 99

Shurfine

Bread

Fresh

K Cup Coffee

DAIRY

Assorted Varieties

Ore Ida Fries

Peanut
Butter

Distinct Selections

Shurfine

Shurfine BBQ Sauce

8 oz.

Shurfine

Assorted Varieties

Shurfine Salad Dressings

Cool Whip

6

lb.

1
$ 99
$ 99
8.8-21.2 oz. 2
Miracle Whip
30 oz.
3
2/$
16 oz.
4 Shurfine Canned Vegetables 14.5-15 oz. 4/$3
$ 19
$ 99
18 oz.
1 Laundry Detergent
128 oz. 2
10 pk.

Regular or Lite

5

Roasted or Browned in Oil

Assorted Varieties

Assorted Varieties

Shurfine
Cake Mixes

lb.

lb.

GROCERY Great Buys In Every Aisle
Assorted Varieties

4
$ 58
5
$ 78
1

$ 98

15-18 oz .

1 FREE

1
$ 99
2

$ 79

5.9 oz.

.

5

4

2/$

7

Iceberg Lettuce
Dole

Greener Selection

12 oz.

Strawberries

lb.

5 lb. bag

Red Potatoes

each

ICE CREAM

Perry’s Ice Cream or Sherbet
Perry’s Ice Cream Sandwiches
Ben and Jerry’s Pints

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING WITH US!

98¢
2/$
3
$ 88
2
$ 98
2

head

ATM AVAILABLE

10
2/$
7
2/$
9

3/$

12 pk.
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News from the Library

CLASSIFIEDS

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

There’s a Day for Everything able right from our website. Just

As I’m writing this, it’s National
Library Workers’ Day. A day
when we are all supposed to celebrate the library and the interesting people that work here.
Unfortunately, most of us don’t
know that National Library
Workers’ Day exists. Just like we
don’t know that April also includes
Paraprofessional
Appreciation
Day (April 1st), Pathologist’s
Assistant Day (the 18th), Lineman
Appreciation Day (the 18th),
Auctioneer Appreciation Day (the
18th), Husband Appreciation Day
(the 18th), Pet Parents’ Day (the
26th), Girl Scout Leaders’ Day (the
22nd), Hairstylists’ Appreciation Day
(the 25th) and Plumber Appreciation
Day (the 25th). Looking at the dates,
it seems like we should appreciate
everyone on the 18th, just to be
safe.
Libraries get their fair share of
April. Along with National Library
Workers’ Day, there is Bookmobile
Day, Young Adult Literature Day,
National Library Week, and Drop
Everything and Read (D.E.A.R.)
Day.
Animals are represented, too.
April includes Beaver Appreciation
(7th), World Rat Day (4th), Elephant
Day (16th), Bat Day (the 17th),
Penguin Day (25th), Help a Horse
Day (26th), and Save the Frogs Day
(25th.) Bats also get a day in May,
along with cats, who have Hug
your Cat Day on May 3rd.
I missed “Don’t Go to Work unless
it’s Fun Day” on April 3rd. Actually,
looking at my calendar, I see I took
that day off – so it must not have
been fun at all! But I still have Hug
an Australian Day to look forward
to on the 26th. Unfortunately, I don’t
think I know any Australians. May
includes Paranormal Day on the
3rd, which could be so much fun
at the library. Except it’s a Sunday
and we’re closed. Which means
the residents ghosts will have to
celebrate by themselves. There’s
also “Wear two different Color
Shoes Day” in May. Which I wished
I’d know about that day I wore two
different shoes. I could have given
myself an excuse.
But the best coming holiday
is May 6th – the Great American
Grump Out! Which I am definitely
going to have to celebrate. It also
happens to be my mother’s birthday. Which probably means I come
by grumpiness honestly.
Even though it may be a little late,
you can celebrate National Library
Worker’s Day by coming in and
checking out a book, DVD, or Book
on CD. Maybe The Borrower by
Rebecca Makkai, or Mobile Library
by David Whitehouse. Or check
out a cake pan and make us a
cake. Or if you want to get ahead
and celebrate Nurses’ Day, which
is May 6th (along with Get your
Grump On day), you could read a
mystery by Lena Kaaberøl. Or celebrate Administrative Professionals
Day by reading Mr. Churchill’s
Secretary by Susan Elia MacNeal.
Or just come by to see our smiling
faces any day! We’ll call it “You”
Day – to appreciate you!

What’s New at the Library?
Remember -

We’re not just about books.
We’ve got DVDs, Blu-Rays, Video
Games, Books on CD, and Nooks
to check out. Go to our website
to find downloadable e-books or
audio books for check-out. We also
had links to children’s books read-

click on the BookFlix or eSebco
links. There’s e-books and videos.
And don’t forget we have cake
pans to check out, too.

Pre-School Story Time

Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am, when school is
in session. There are no programs
on snow days or school holidays.
Upcoming themes are:
Apr. 29th – Birdies
May 6th - Multicultural
May 13th - Underwear
May 20th - Pirates
May 27th - Quiet and Loud

Rockin’ Readers

Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd
grade story and activity time is
on Wednesday afternoons at 3:25
pm. Miss Tammy will be offering
a fun program with stories, crafts,
games, and songs. There are no
programs on snow days or school
holidays. Upcoming themes are:
April 29th – Beautiful Birds
May 6th – Fiesta Fun
May 13th - Underwear
May 20th – Gary Paulsen
May 27th – Doughnut Day

Special Summer Reading
sign-up for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
graders

Saturday, April 25th from 10 am
until noon, current 2nd, 3rd, and
4th graders can sign-up for a special summer reading program.
Students must be residents of the
Homer School District and be currently in 2nd, 3rd, or 4th grades.
Participants will be able to choose
a book series to receive books
from for a summer of fun reading.
It’s also a great time to sign up for
a library card, if you don’t already
have one. This program is made
possible through a grant from the
Bernard Carl and Shirley Rosen
Library Fund of the Tompkins
County Community Foundation.
Summer reading sign-ups for all
other ages will take place in June.

Maker Space Open Hours

The library’s MakerSpace is open
every Tuesday from 5pm – 8 pm
and Wednesdays from 6-8 pm.
LEGOS Mindstorms and Story
Starter sets, Cricut Explore, the
digital drawing tablet, and building
kits and equipment are available
for use. Sign up to use the 3-D
printer and digitizer. 3-D printer
sign-ups are also available at other
times. Call the library for information.
The 3rd Tuesday of the
month is Demo Night in the
MakerSpace. May’s Demo Night
will be on May 19th. The theme
will getting ready to garden. Demo
nights start at 6:30 pm.

Friday Night Lock-In

Friday night, April 24th from 5 pm
until 8 pm, there’ll be a Lock-In at
the library for 4th through 8th graders. We’ll be building hovercrafts
in the MakerSpace, eating pizza,
and playing games in the library
after hours. Space is limited. Preregistration is required. Call or stop
by to sign-up.

Lego Club!

Lego Club for 1st and 2nd graders
is the 2nd Monday of each month
from 4-5 pm. The club for 3rd and
4th graders will be the 4th Monday
of each month from 4-5 pm.

Apr. 13th – 1st and 2nd grade
club.
Apr. 27th – 3rd and 4th grade
club.

SciFi/Fantasy Book Club

Not enough good triumphing
over evil in your life? Well, we can
help. The SciFi/Fantasy book discussion, open to adults and teens,
meets the third Wednesday of the
month at 6:30 pm. This is your
chance to get your fantasy, dragon, magic-wielding, space travel,
swashbuckling fix.
Wednesday, May 20th, we’ll be
discussing The Hogfather by Terry
Pratchett. When Terry Pratchett
died last month, the world lost its
best fantasy satirist. But fortunately,
we still have all his great novels to
read and re-read. “When the jolly,
old, red-suited gift-giving Hogfather
himself, vanishes, Discworld’s
entire myth system is at risk of
unraveling. Drastic measures must
be taken, which is why Death
himself is taking up the reins of the
fat man’s vacated sleigh . . . which,
in turn, has Death’s level-headed
granddaughter, Susan, racing to
unravel the nasty, humbuggian
mess before the holiday season
goes to pot and takes everyone
along with it.” Don’t miss the
discussion of this fun book.

Teen Writers’ Group and
Film Club

If you are between 6th and 12th
grade and love to write, or make
movies, consider joining the Teen
Writers’ Group, or Teen Film Club.
The Teen Writers group meets
Tuesdays from 3:30 until 4:30 pm,
followed by the Teen Film club
which meets from 4:30 until 5:30
pm.

FOR RENT
3 BR 2 BATH Townhouse on Little York
Lake. Completely Remodeled. Available June
1. No Smokers No Pets References, Security.
$1300 plus utilities. 607-745-1413. George.
4.9,4.23

GARAGE SALES
Homer Garage Sales, 45 N. Fulton St., - April
24 & 25, 9-3 Local homes, several owners
downsizing ready to sell! Rest rooms, coffee,
catered lunch by Linanis, Limited rental spaces
available, inside and comfortable, Sale by
A.T.O.G & friends 607-345-0608.

ARTICLES FOR SALE
John Bennett’s Crafty Critters- Plaques,
Signs sold at Groomingdales, 20 Cortland St.
Homer. Birds, dogs, Horses, Dragons, Wildlife
and more.
(5b15)

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Shane's Handyman Service - Lawn Mowing,
Landscaping, Painting, Staining, Junk Removal,
Pressure Washing, Spring Cleanups, Cleanouts
- Houses- Barns, Driveway Sealing, Gutter
Cleaning, Mulching, Roof Coating, Much More.
Fully Insured, Free Estimates, Reasonable
Rates. 607-299-4676 Leave Message. (6a15)

LEGAL SERVICES
Call The Law Offices of Jeff Coleman &
Anna Smith for a FREE Bankruptcy Consultation. Call 607-277-1916 or visit www.AnnaSmithEsq.com.
5b15

WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold,
and coins. Call 607-753-7003 for appointment.
Sheridan's Jewelers, 8 Main Street, downtown
Cortland.

The writers’ group works on all
elements of fiction writing. The film
club is working on a new movie
with members acting as screenwriters, actors, directors and editors. Join the fun!

Help with Nooks, Kindles,
and Downloadable books

Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your
Nook, Kindle, or iPad? Let our
Teen Tech Volunteers help you.
They are available Mondays, and
Thursdays from 3-4 pm and can
help you check out and download
e-materials. They can also help
with other computer questions.
Call ahead, to make an appointment, or drop by.

Board of Trustees Meeting

The library board meeting is the
third Monday of each month. The
April meeting will be Monday, May
18th at 7 pm in the Community
Meeting Room. Meetings are open
to the public.

7b15

607.749.2613
Don Ferris
55 N. Main Street • Homer, NY 13077
printandsign72@yahoo.com
www.quali-graphics.com

• Offset Printing
• Screen Printing
• Vehicle Lettering
• Building Signs
• Magnets
• Drinkware
• Pencils & Pens
• Flash Drives
• Hats
• Key tags
Contact us for any
advertising or
promotional item
you may need!

For more information about any
of our programs call 749-4616 or
check out our website at www.
phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday		
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
BUILDINGS FOR SALE

12B15

Jim Hopkins

Financial Advisor

$175,000 MAKE OFFER!!
Call 607-597-9394

EdwardJones

4 Convenient Locations:

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

7a15

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

607.756.4307

Offices/Warehouse/Storage
45 N Fulton Street Homer

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

12b14
12b15

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER
12B14

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

Homer, NY 13077

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

(607) 753-0300

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas Withey 607-345-0016 - Brian Withey 607-345-8519
w2otg@verizon.net or contact us through our Facebook page

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

12B15

11b15

Did you make a New Year’s Resolution you need help with?
I can help you to a healthier lifestyle or cigarette free 2015!

Smoking Cessation-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

Healing Arts Network
Moira McMahon RNBC
607.745.4325

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649

5a15

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy
Therapeutic Touch-Personalized Hypnosis Sessions

12b14

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland

SUPER CREAM
DAIRY BAR

Homemade hard ice cream
Check out our food menu!
75 North West Road—Route 281

607-749-3348

Hours: 11am - 8 pm Daily

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main Street • Homer, NY

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5B15

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

3b15

315.696.8918

13b15

●Wedding Receptions ●Wedding Showers
●Birthday Parties ●Graduation Parties
●Family Reunions ●Work Parties
●Group Organizations ●Fundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852
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Olde Homer House
Celebrating 20
Years in Business

Relocated to Main Street
Four Years Ago
What does it take to celebrate 20
years of having a successful, homegrown small business in
Cortland County?
Wonderfully loyal customers, support
from the local business community and
shoppe keepers who know and love all
that is American traditional furnishings
and gifts.
Olde Homer House is celebrating
it’s 20th birthday starting Wednesday,
April 22nd through Saturday, April
25th, 2015.
Founder and original owner, Lisa
Lindhorst, started offering primitive and
country furnishings in 1995 from a tiny
space in Cortland’s Marketplace Mall.
Just months later the shoppe relocated
to a storefront on North Main Street,
where current owner, Jackie May came
to work. (In 2013 Lindhorst returned to
her original profession of nursing.)
These two decades have been filled
with challenges and triumphs, including a 2004 store-destroying electrical
fire and 2011 relocation to Historic
Downtown Homer.
Through it all the shoppe keepers have taken pride in stocking the
store with as much American-made
furniture, decorative home accessories
and gift items as possible. In addition to hand-crafted Amish and North
Carolina made wooden and upholstered furniture, special occasion gifts
have become a fast growing portion of
the business. Wedding, baby, teacher,
friendship and other unique gifts fill
Olde Homer House.
An added bonus is their signature gift
wrapping is always free! (It’s fun just to
watch how quick and clever they create these boxes of beauty!)
During every hour of the 20th
birthday celebration visitors can enjoy
prizes and surprises!
“Grab Some Green” invites customers to pick an “emerald” from our
savings bowl and discover an instant
discount of 15% to 50% on their purchase that day.
And, there will be Hourly Giveaways
of wonderful gifts from talented craftspeople and select vendors.
Over its four-day party Olde Homer
House will give away more than 30
gifts. (No purchase necessary. Entrants
limited to 1 gift prize per day).
Olde Homer House’s 20th Birthday
Celebration formally kicked off with
a Cortland County Chamber of
Commerce observance on Wednesday,
April 22, 2015 at 12:30pm.
Please show your support for this
local treasure by stopping in and offering birthday wishes. You’ll love strolling
through room settings filled with oneof-a-kind gifts, furnishings and handcrafted furniture.

April 23, 2015

Tax Credit
Programs
for Historic
Preservation
New York State has Tax Credit
Programs available for homeowners
and business owners who do repairs
and renovations to Historic structures
in accordance with the guidelines of
the programs.
One such program for homeowners
is for owner occupied homes in the
Homer Historic District.
Some of the qualifications are:
1. Applicant must be a New York State
taxpayer,
2. It must be a qualified historic home
3. Quaifying rehabilitation costs must
exceed $5000.00
4. At least 5% of the total spent must
be exterior work.
5. Must receive approval from SHPO
staff before work starts.
The application process is relatively
simple, and many types of interior and
exterior work are included.
Walls, masonry, finishes, floors, ceilings, windows, doors, chimneys, stairs
and roofs are all eligible.
So are components of central air conditioning or heating systems, plumbing
and plumbing fixtures, electrical wiring
and lighting fixtures.
NOT QUALIFYING are landscaping,
fencing, additions, garage rehabilitation or other work outside the historic
building.
The tax credit is a reduction of your
New York State Income taxes by 20%
of the qualifying amount spent. For
example, if the qualifying amount was
$10,000 your NYS Income Tax bill
would be reduced by $2000.
There is much more to this program
than can be explained here, but you
can contact the NYS Parks program
at 518.237.8643 or on line at: www.
nysparks.com/shpo/tax-credit-programs/
There are also programs for businesses to get tax credits and tax
credits for apartment houses (in the
Historic District) fromNew York State
and from the U. S. Government. We
will try to get a more comprehensive
article on all of the programs in a future
issue of The Homer News.

Even Small Ads Get Noticed

Issue 22

Seward: State Budget Paves
Way for Local Road Repairs
ALBANY, 04/15 -- State Senator
James L. Seward (R/C/I – Oneonta)
today announced that crucial funding to support local highway improvements is included in the 2015-16 state
budget.
“Local roads, bridges, and culverts
are the backbone of our state’s
infrastructure,” said Senator Seward.
“County and town highway superintendents from throughout my district joined me in Albany last month
at a rally calling for an increase
in funding for our local roads and
bridges – and their voices were
heard.”

“The added state funding meets
key transportation needs and helps
the dedicated men and women
who maintain our local roads do
so at a cost taxpayers can afford.
Continued, consistent state support
is critical to ensure motorist safety
and economic vitality,” Seward concluded.

The Women’s Bill
That Continues To Be
Ignored

The 2015-16 state budget makes a
record investment of $488 million to Legislative Column from
support local highway, road, and bridge Assembly Minority Leader Brian
repair projects including $438 million in M. Kolb (R,C-Canandaigua)
Consolidated Highway Improvement
Program (CHIPs) funding.
With the state budget now behind
us, the Legislature must focus on a
The state budget also includes $50
number of important issues before the
million in new capital funds to help
end of session in June. For me, there
localities pay for repairs related to the
is no higher personal or professional
severe winter weather.
priority than passing Brittany’s Law.
“For a second consecutive year, a
special ‘pothole fund’ is included in
the state budget to aid local highway departments as they make road
repairs this spring. After a brutal
winter rife with added costs for salt,
snow removal, and overtime many
municipalities have been left with
budget gaps. This extra capital
funding will help crews patch up
roads, without completely depleting their budget reserves or forcing them to abandon other highway improvement projects,” Seward
added.

By creating a registry of violent felony offenders, New York would provide a measure of protection for
women, children, families and communities. The Assembly Majority is
finally advancing separate pieces of
the 10-point Women’s Equality Act –
they should also bring Brittany’s Law
to the floor and demonstrate that its
members are serious about curbing
incidences of violence against women.
An Issue That Needs Our
Immediate Attention

Local roads and bridges account for 87
percent of the roads, 52 percent of the

see "Brittany" page 2

CCC
Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 S. Main Street

Homer, NY 13077

Don Richards

Ted Renninger

c 607-745-7779
Office: 749-7770

in

The Homer News

bridges, and 48 percent of the vehicle
mileage logged in New York State.

c 607-745-2490
Office: 749-7770

POST FRAME

Agricultural • Commercial • Equestrian • Solid Core Construction
Advantages of Post Frame: Cost savings in • Materials • Labor • Energy

Over 30 years experience in the construction industry
Fully Insured

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Marilyn Latta (L) and Barbara Crandall (R) reading The
Homer News while visiting Daytona Beach, FL and New
Smyrna Beach, FL this winter.

