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Monday, May 25th, the Memorial Day Parade sponsored by the Burns-McCauliffe Post 465 of
the American Legion will form at 8:30 a.m. on the corner of North Main and Water Street. (Town
Hall)
At 9:00 a.m. the parade will start and proceed south on Main St. to Cayuga St. and on to the
Glenwood Cemetery at Rt. 281.
A short remembrance ceremony will be conducted by the Burns-McCauliffe American Legion
Post.
Post Commander Tim Francis urges all participants, including children walking or riding decorated bikes, to bring garden flowers to place on the monument at the cemetery.
Once the ceremonies are concluded we will adjourn to the Post Home for refreshments.
Please join us to pay tribute to our departed heroes and comrades.

FREE
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Cortland County Coalition
Awarded Large State Grant to Fight
Prescription Drug and Heroin and
Opiate Misuse and Abuse
The Voice of the Town
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Cortland Area Communities
That Care Coalition (CACTC) has
been awarded the Partnership
for Success (PFS) Grant through
the NY State Office of Alcohol
and Substance Abuse (OASAS).
CACTC will be receiving a total
of $627,300 over the next 4 ½
years with the goal of reducing
prescription drug, heroin and opiate abuse amongst 12-25 year
olds in Cortland County. Cortland
County was one of ten communities awarded the PFS grant in New
York State.
CACTC is the lead organization
for the grant with Catholic Charities
of Cortland County serving as
the fiscal agent. The grant will be
a collaborative effort of CACTC
and its partners in the community,
which include local law enforcement, school districts, local government agencies, and prevention
focused agencies such as Cortland
Prevention Resources.
Partners will collaborate on
addressing the growing issue of
prescription drug misuse and abuse
and heroin and other opiate abuse
by strengthening current efforts
such as the annual medication
disposal events and implementing
new strategies in the community.
The PFS grants were awarded
to communities with high need and
community coalitions with capacity to successfully implement grant
activities. Over the past several
years prescription drug, heroin and
other opiates abuse has become a
serious issue in Cortland County.
For example, the Upstate New York
Poison Center received 10 calls
from Cortland County healthcare
institutions reporting heroin exposure from January through October
2014, the highest rate in Upstate
counties.

Rotary Emergency
Services Ride to Be
May 30
Motorcycles, Bikes, Cars Welcome

Care (CACTC) is a community
coalition and a registered 501(c)3
not-for-profit organization whose
mission is to prevent or reduce
adolescent drug use, teen pregnancy, delinquency, school dropout
rates, and teen violence in Cortland
County.
CACTC is a coalition consisting of
over forty community partners that
include nonprofit agencies, local
schools, government agencies,
human services and health organizations, businesses, and others
from twelve sectors in the community. CACTC uses evidence-based
methods to identify the risk and
protective factors related to youth
success or failure and develops
strategies to address these issues
as a community.
In addition to the PFS grant,
CACTC has previously been
awarded and administered two
five-year Drug Free Communities
grants and the STOP Act Grant
that focused on reducing underage drinking and other drug use in
Cortland County.

The Cortland Rotary Breakfast Club
is sponsoring the annual Emergency
Services Day on May 30.
The event is to support emergency services in Cortland County. The money
raised at the event has been used in the
past to help fund the training center
at the main Cortlandville Fire Station.
The Center has been used by volunteer
firefighters, EMT's, Police, and other
groups involved in providing emergency services to the public. It has
been used by members of all of the fire
departments in Cortland County and
by members from surrounding counties also.
The day's events include a rapelling
demonstration, fire safety education,
vehicle extrication demonstration,
fire extinguisher demonstrations, and
McGruff the Crime Dog.
NOTE: There will NOT be fire truck
bucket rides as previously reported.
"Hands Only" CPR will also be taught
at the event.
There will be a "Ride" that starts at the
Homer Fire Station for motorcycles,
bikes and cars. Register at Noon, $25
covers the Ride and a meal. "Raised on
Radio" will provide music during the
event.
Tickets/info:

jdlfaj;jdf@jljfldjfl.com

2015

18

18

9th

9

The grant will allow CACTC and
its partners to assess the needs of
the community, build and enhance
current programs, develop a strategic plan, implement prevention programs, policies and practices, and
evaluate efforts in the community.
The Coalition will also work
closely with the regional OASAS
Prevention Resources Center
(PRC), that will provide technical
assistance and support to implement grant activities.
Founded over ten years ago,
Cortland Area Communities That

105 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

NEXT ISSUE

B

JOHN FINN

The next issue of The Homer News will be June 4, 2015. DEADLINE: for ads and news is
May 26, 2015
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The Spring Campaign for Methodist Food Pantry GREEN Is The Theme

For The 2015 Arts
Challenge

It is time to look for those lunch buckets,
tin containers and plastic jars on the
counters of Homer businesses. These
containers are there to collect money
for The Homer Methodist Food Pantry.
This food pantry gives food to any one
in need in the Homer School district.
Even though the economy is improving there are still many people that
need the food pantry to help feed their

families. Last fall we were able collect over $462.16. During our spring
campaign the containers will be out for
a little over two weeks in late May and
early June. A number of Members of
the Homer Congregational Church and
the Homer Methodist Church are on
the Lunch Bucket Campaign to Fight
Hunger Committee.

The Riverside Motel In Better Days

The future of Hartnett

It is time once again to get out
your art supplies, your dancing shoes,
your musical instruments, your cameras, and your computers and pens!!
The sixth annual Cortland County’s
Community Arts Challenge is underway. All Cortland County artists, dancers, musicians, photographers, and
writers are encouraged to participate.
What is the Community Arts
Challenge? It is a juried competition,
co-sponsored by the Center for the
Arts in Homer and the Cultural Council
of Cortland County. Cash prizes will
be awarded in six categories: Fine
Arts, Artisan Crafts, Choreography,
Musical Composition, Photography,
and Writing.
The “challenge” is to use one’s art
to depict or express a specific theme.
The artistic theme for the 2015 Arts
Challenge is “GREEN.” Submitted
works will be judged on how creatively
and skillfully they communicate this
theme. Participants are encouraged
to think about all the uses and meanings of “green” when planning their
creations. The Arts Challenge artists
will be celebrated at a public event on
January 22, 2016.
Anyone 16 years of age or older
who lives or works in Cortland County
is eligible to participate in the Arts
Challenge, and there is still plenty of
time to plan and produce your entry.
Submissions are due by November 1,
2015. So, start planning ways to use
your talents to be part of this community-wide event.
Full details about how to enter
the Community Arts Challenge can be
found at www.CortlandArtsChallenge.
org. You can also call 749-4900 to
have a prospectus and application
form mailed to you.
Take the Arts Challenge!

EVENTS
CALENDAR
May 25 - Monday
The Columbian Presbyterian Church,
corner of rtes. 11 & 20 LaFayette,
will be hosting its annual Memorial
Day Benefit for LaFayette Outreach, on
Mon. May 25, from 8:00 am- 12 noon.
All of the proceeds will be donated
directly to LaFayette Outreach, which
is our local food pantry and servicereferral agency. The event consists
of a silent auction, bake sale, plant
sale, "Red, White & Blue Ice Cream
Sundaes," and a free kids' craft area.
Questions/Donations: 677-3293, cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com .
May 29 - Friday
St. Margaret’s Church - Copeland
St. Homer from 8:00 to 4:00 will hold
a Huge Yard Sale & Bake Sale and
Saturday May 30 from 8:00 to 1:00
Housewares, kitchen items, linens,
toys, games, tools, some furniture, collectibles, books and much more!! All
reasonably priced.
As space permits, The Homer News will print
a brief notice of your organization’s event at
no charge in the EVENTS CALENDAR. For
more detailed notices we suggest you purchase a display ad. Please keep in mind our
publishing schedule and deadlines. May 26,
2015 for the June 4, 2015 issue.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 until 1:00
and the 3rd Thursday during
the summer months of May to
September from 6:00 until 7:30
pm. Walk-ins are welcome. For
information or emergency,
call 749-7159

got questions?
t r u x t o n ac a de m y c ha r t er s c h o o l . o rg

Multi-Parcel Waterfront Real Estate AUCTION!
238’ on Lake Como • 3 Parcels

on site at 1307 East Lake Rd., Cortland NY
Lake Como Inn Country Pub • Waterfront Building Lot
3 BR Ranch Home on 1.3 Acres

SATURDAY JUNE 6 at 11 AM
Preview Begins at 10 AM

Owners Retiring from Pub Business • Complete Dispersal

OPEN HOUSE: June 2 3-5:30 pm; by appointment, or Friday & Saturday evenings with live bands, cocktails &
have dinner to see for yourself.
A very clean 70 acre lake!
LOT 1: Lake Como Inn: w/188’ of PRIME WATERFRONT; turnkey 5500 sq ft. Country Pub,
Restaurant, Bar, Store, Receptions & Banquets, Bands, Entertainment Facility w/Boat Launch on
LAKE COMO. Sells Lock, Stock & Barrel w/all equipment. COULD BE CONVERTED TO A
RESIDENTIAL HOME w/198’ of RF on 198’ x 109’ x188’ x 98’ lot. ZONING IN PLACE! Gross Sales
over $300,000 yearly. Profitable. Only Country Pub left around, Completely Renovated.
LOT 2: IMMACULATE 3 BR 2 FULL BATH RANCH w/1536 sq. ft. on 1.3 acres w/new 3 car garage,
new roof, updated w/deeded lake access. Corner lot w/500’ of road frontage. Homer Schools.
LOT 3: CORNER BUILDING LOT w/50’ of PRIME WATERFRONT. 50’ x 98’ x 195’ x 51’ w/246’ of
RF. SEPTIC & ELEC.
30 MILES TO SYRACUSE, NY; 25 TO AUBURN & ITHACA; 20 TO SKANEATELES, 6 TO HOMER/
CORTLAND; 10 TO GROTON & 6 TO MORAVIA!
One of the best locations in the Finger Lakes region of NY. VISIT SDZauctions.com for terms, fotos, & info.

Another Auction
Sale
Managed By

SDZ Auctions

Steven D. Zogg Real Estate

Cortland, NY 13045 • 607-423-3293

Estate &
Real Estate
Auctions
Wanted

The Home of Guaranteed Credit Approval
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When The Klan Was Driven
Out Of Cortland County

Physical Therapy

Return to what matters most

By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian
The infamous white supremacist organization
called the Ku Klux Klan originated in Tennessee
after the Civil War. Over time, its membership
and activities spread West and North, and
its “hate list” expanded to include more than
blacks. By the 1920s, the Klan was active in
Cortland County, and there is reason to believe
that a meeting of the K.K.K. was held in the
Homer Town Hall.
The following story was reconstructed from
these sources: Seven issues of the Cortland
Standard from April 10, 1924 through May 15,
1924; “The Night the KKK Struck at Marathon,”
in Syracuse Herald-American, Sunday,
May 2, 1965, 3; Chester L. Quarles, The
Ku Klux Klan and Other Racialist and AntiSemitic Organizations: A History and Analysis.
Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 1999,
62; Wyn Craig Wade, The Fiery Cross: The
Ku Klux Klan in America. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1998, 165; 1924 Directory,
Cortland County Historical Society; and The 7
Valley Villager, Vol.11, No. 12, April 25, 1963,
pp. 3-4, 12. In a few cases, the names of
individuals have been replaced by letters of the
alphabet. This has been done to avoid causing embarrassment for any descendants. The
purpose of this account is to present interesting
historical facts from ninety-one years ago, to
not cast aspersions on anyone or any locality,
and to leave it to the reader to derive some
lessons about human nature and how it has
manifested itself in past human behavior.
An alert reader wrote about the first installment
in the May 7 issue, " it's the Osco Robinson
American Legion Post 617 in Marathon"
This is the second of a five part
account.
The Ku Klux Klan had been founded
in Pulaski, Tennessee, in 1866, by
ex-Confederate leaders who sought a
return of white supremacy in the postCivil War South. Initially, their goal
was to don ghostly attire and scare
superstitious freedmen from voting.
When that approach failed over time
to yield results, more physically violent methods, including murder, came
into play to “keep the black man in his
place.” With the end of World War I,
the lynching of blacks by Klansmen
was not uncommon in America, and
Klan membership grew exponentially.
The Invisible Empire had spread out
West and well above the Mason-Dixon
Line. The Klan’s “hate list” had also
grown. By 1920, not only blacks, but
Jews, Catholics, immigrants, and foreigners were viewed as “un-American”
and unacceptable elements in society
by the Klan, and Klan members had
infiltrated American politics.
Even President Warren G. Harding
was sworn in as a member of the
Klan in the Green Room of the White
House. To express his appreciation,
Harding presented the five-man induction team with War Department license
tags granting them the right to run
red lights when motoring anywhere in
America. As the Klan grew in political
strength, it felt emboldened to conduct
a march down Pennsylvania Avenue
in the nation’s capital on August 8,
1925. Carrying American flags, 35,000
Klansmen displayed their brand of
patriotism and bigotry as they paraded
past the White House with their hoods
removed. The Invisible Empire was
brazenly visible.
The Klan was certainly no longer
a mere right-wing Southern organization in 1924. As reported by The
Cortland Standard published, ironically, on the Thursday of the raid upon
Marathon, twenty-five men, said to be
Klansmen, were arrested and ordered
to be held without bail in Ebensburg,
Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania

Klansmen were charged
with murder and riot in
connection with a confrontation that occurred
the previous Saturday
in Lilly between townspeople and visiting
Klansmen. After hearing
conflicting testimony about the riot and
the ensuing three deaths and multiple
injuries, Judge John A. Evans declared
that in the opinion of the court “it was
unlawful in Pennsylvania for a body
of men to assemble when dressed in
gowns and masks.” “Such demonstrations,” he said, “tend to put people in
fear and it is unlawful in this state to
stage any demonstrations having that
effect.” The judge defined the law pertaining to rioting and declared that “any
person who participated was liable for
actions by anyone in the crowd.”
In the 1920s, the Klan was active
in Cortland County. It was actively engaged in the solicitation of new
members.
Prospective candidates
were handed a three by five card which
stated:
Mr. _________ of __________.
Your friends say you are a native
born, white, gentile American
Citizen (100 percent American).
Therefore, as you believe in
America First and white supremacy
at all times, you will not fail to be
in the town hall, Homer, Monday,
Oct. 1, at 8 p.m. Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan will speak upon the most
powerful secret, non-political and thoroughly American organization in
existence. If you hear the rumblings in the distance, you can
not afford to miss this opportunity.
Don’t judge this great law-abiding
order by hearsay. Come and hear
the truth.
Klan activities in Cortland County,
including cross burnings on the hill
east of Homer, had gone unimpeded because they had remained within
the law. There was no disposition to
arrest them. If anything, such meetings as those held at the Homer Town
Hall, were protected under the First
Amendment of the Constitution. They
had a right to peaceably assemble
and they had a guaranteed freedom
of speech. But this event in Marathon
seemed to the law enforcement officials to be particularly egregious and
merited action. Speaking to reporters
the next morning, D.A. Haskell bristled
with indignation: “Heretofore the Klan
in this section has been treated as
any other fraternal organization. Last
night’s occurrence prompts action!”
Officials pointed out that this raid, the
first public demonstration or overt act
by the Klan in Cortland County, was
in violation of the law. An investigation
was to be launched immediately, and
the guilty, if any, prosecuted. Affidavits
had been obtained from members of
the American Legion party, and evidence would be collected in Marathon.
Haskell vowed, “Any of the Klan members identified will be arrested and
prosecuted.”
That afternoon, Colonel Robert L.
Rice of Cortland was arrested. District
Attorney Haskell informed the press
that Rice was the “king kleagle” of the
Ku Klux Klan in Cortland and that two
charges were being preferred against
him -- inciting to riot, following the
raid by Klansmen in Marathon the night
before, and being at the scene in mask
in violation of the penal law. In addition,
Mr. A. and Mr. K. had been “detained
on indication of having been members

Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation• Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care• Injury Reduction/Prevention Training•
Manual Hands on Care• Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals•
Spinal Decompression
• Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

•
•
•
•

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com

A building that is:

• Efﬁcient
• Comfortable
• Durable
• Low Maintenance
• Impact Resistant

POST FRAME

Agricultural • Commercial • Equestrian • Solid Core Construction
Advantages of Post Frame: Cost savings in • Materials • Labor • Energy

Over 30 years experience in the construction industry

Don Richards

CCC

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

of the raiding party.” To these charges,
Rice responded by denying knowledge
of or any participation in the raid. He
maintained that he had not authorized
the raid and that it was “without his
sanction or consent.”
This was Rice’s stated position when
he was arraigned in Marathon that evening before Justice A. Carley Adams. A
big crowd gathered for this event, and
the newspaper pointed out that one
man in the assembly caused a stir
“when he removed his rubber boots
and stood attentively in his stocking
feet.” Rice pleaded not guilty to the
charges and demanded an examination, which Adams set for the next
Wednesday at two in the afternoon.
Bail was set at $500 and was promptly
supplied by Mr. D and Mr. S. Not being
represented by counsel, Rice asked
the court for an adjournment to obtain
a lawyer.
Four others were also arraigned
at the time: Mr. K, Mr. A (but the
paper incorrectly used the last name of
another man), Mr. X and Mr. Z. They
were charged with disorderly conduct
and pleaded guilty. Each was fined ten
dollars. Since some of the men did not
have enough money with them to pay
the fine, Rice paid their fines.
In connection with the raid, D.A.
Haskell managed to secure affidavits,
some of which were sworn to by some
of the men arraigned on disorderly

General Manager

Ted Renninger
Construction Manager

Cell: 607-745-7779
Office: 607-749-7770
Fax: 607-749-7239

conduct charges. Mr. X. admitted to
being stationed on the bridge as one
of the guards, and the affidavit sworn
to by Mr. K read as follows:
At 7:30 I started from the office
of the Ku Klux Klan in Samson
block [corner of Groton Avenue
and Main Street, Cortland], alone,
with instructions from Rice to join
a party of eighteen men. All the
members of the party had hoods
and masks when they started out,
which they put on about one mile
from Marathon. Robert L. Rice,
Kleagle of the Cortland branch of
the K. K. K., was in charge of the
party. Rice was the organizer of the
expedition to go to the Walsh hotel
in Marathon to look for booze. We
went to the Walsh hotel, and when
we reached there had our hoods
and masks on.
The members of our party searched
the Walsh hotel for liquor. I was
stationed outside to stop pedestrians as they came along the street.
I probably stopped twelve to fifteen pedestrians. Captain Rice
stationed me in an open space just
below the hotel. Captain Rice was
the leader and instigator of this
trip to the Walsh hotel, and was in
mask and hood.
To be continued….

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Summer Decorating

Bruce and I were driving home from
Syracuse Sunday. There was a little rain
and wind, but nothing much until we got
about a mile from our house. The neighbors had two large trees down.
“I wonder if our house is okay?” Bruce
said as we came over the rise.
We have four large old trees in our
yard. All on the west side of the house.
All which lean a little toward the house.
Fifty odd years of growing with a prevailing west wind makes even maples
bend a little.
And there is was, a huge old maple
laying in the backyard. Fortunately, it
had missed the house. It was weird
how within a short radius there were
trees down and roofs off, but beyond
that perimeter everything seemed pretty
normal.
Last night, there was rain and thunder, and then the world took on a really
weird golden glow. I was checking the
sky for something ominous when lightning struck the ground in the field right
beside our house. I actually saw it hit,
heard the crack of thunder, watched
the smoke rise off the ground. It blew
out our phone, which must be an official sign that summer has arrived. Our
phone gets knocked out by a thunderstorm almost every summer. So, the
weird winter weather has morphed into
weird summer weather.
Along with thunderstorms, summer
means gardening, cutting the grass,
and, most important, the Library’s
Summer Reading program.
And
because as librarians we are either
overachievers or don’t know how to say
no, we aren’t stopping with story times,
book clubs, magicians, super hero boot
camp, a mini comic-con, and author
visits. We’ve also decided to redecorate
the children’s room this summer.
Unfortunately, picking out a paint color
is not something we excel at. We can
organize almost anything, but we cannot figure out what colors go together
to save our souls. We have dabs of different colors on all the walls and still we
keep running back for more samples.
We may just go for the patchwork effect.
Or maybe it will be a Lego colored room.
In the meantime, as you dodge
between showers and wonder if we ever
actually had spring, get ready for a summer of reading. Pre-schoolers through
adults can participate. Registration will
start in mid-June.

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time

Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
May 27th - Quiet and Loud
June 3rd – Buggy Bonanza
June 10th – Monkeying Around
June 17th- Things that Go

are available for use. Sign up to use
the 3-D printer and digitizer. 3-D printer
sign-ups are also available at other
times. Call the library for information.
The 2nd Tuesday of each month
is Knitters’ Night at the Makerspace.
Knitters’ Night starts at 6:30 pm.
The 3rd Tuesday of the month is Demo
Night at the Makerspace. Demo Night
starts at 6:30 pm.
The 4th Tuesday of the month is Writers’
Night at the Makerspace. Writers’ Night
starts at 6:30 pm.
If you have a craft or skill you’d like
to share at Demo night, please contact
Priscilla at the library.

Lego Club!
Lego Club for 1st and 2nd graders is
the 2nd Monday of each month from 4-5
pm. The club for 3rd and 4th graders will
be the 4th Monday of each month from
4-5 pm.
June 8th – 1st and 2nd grade club.
June 22nd – 3rd and 4th grade club.

Teen Writers’ Group and Film
Club
If you are between 6th and 12th grade
and love to write, or make movies, consider joining the Teen Writers’ Group,
or Teen Film Club. The Teen Writers
group meets Tuesdays from 3:30 until
4:30 pm, followed by the Teen Film club
which meets from 4:30 until 5:30 pm.
The writers’ group works on all elements of fiction writing. The film club is
working on a new movie with members
acting as screenwriters, actors, directors and editors. Join the fun!

Remember We’re not just about books. We’ve
got DVDs, Blu-Rays, Video Games,
Books on CD, and Nooks to check out.
Go to our website to find downloadable
e-books or audio books for check-out.
We also had links to children’s books
readable right from our website. Just
click on the BookFlix or eSebco links.
There’s e-books and videos. And don’t
forget we have cake pans to check out,
too.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Mondays, and Thursdays from 3-4
pm and can help you check out and
download e-materials. They can also
help with other computer questions.
Call ahead, to make an appointment,
or drop by.

Board of Trustees Meeting

    “Early-stage Alzheimer’s for the
Caregiver” will be presented by the
CNY Chapter of the Alzheimer’s
Association as a 3-part “Brown Bag”
Lunch and Learn Series. Bring your
lunch and join us from12:00 to 1:00
pm in Room 302 of the County Office
Building, 60 Central Ave, on June 4,
11, and 18. Call 607-753-5060 to register for this free event sponsored by
The Area Agency on Aging.

Have A Disability?
We Can Help!
Whether or not you have a disability,
you know someone who does. As
the Disability Resource Coordinator at
Cortland Works Career Center, I am
here to help people with disabilities
live full lives by coordinating services
for anyone who needs them. There are
programs and resources within the
community that are designed to aid
disabled job-seekers, employees and
employers of the disabled.
Life is rarely a straight and level
path. People with disabilities often
have more barriers in the path to their
hopes and dreams than someone without them. You may be disabled and
struggling with managing your disability. You may fear that you will
never be employable. You may worry
that if you did return to work or school
to follow your dreams, you would lose
your hard-won benefits. I am here to
help you navigate these road bumps
and get the most from your benefits.
I am here to coordinate resources on
your behalf. I am here to help you
live a richer life. Never give up hope.
Never cease to follow your dreams.
Joshua MH Kisner, MA
Disability Resource Coordinator
Cortland Works Career Center
99 Main St. Cortland , NY 13045
607 756 7585 Ext. 3239
jkisner@cortland-co.org

CLASSIFIEDS
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Shane's Handyman Service - Lawn
Mowing, Landscaping, Painting,
Staining, Junk Removal, Pressure
Washing, Spring Cleanups, Cleanouts
- Houses- Barns, Driveway Sealing,
Gutter Cleaning, Mulching, Roof
Coating, Much More. Fully Insured,
Free Estimates, Reasonable Rates.
607-299-4676 Leave Message. (6a15)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
FOR SALE BY OWNER VILLAGE
HOME – 3 BR, 1.5 Bath, Basement to
finish. 2 car attached garage, large lot
in quiet neighborhood. Gas hot water
baseboard and free-standing gas heater (heats entire downstairs) 3 season
room. Call 749-4195.
(6b)

LEGAL SERVICES
Call The Law Offices of Jeff Coleman
& Anna Smith for a FREE Bankruptcy Consultation. Call 607-277-1916 or
visit www.AnnaSmithEsq.com.
5b15

WANTED TO BUY

We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable
gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003 for
appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers, 8
Main Street, downtown Cortland.

third Monday of each month. TheJune
meeting will be Monday, June 15th at 7
pm in the Community Meeting Room.
Meetings are open to the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday		
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday		
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

The Truxton Academy Charter School
supporters are sponsoring a “Barn
Dance” fund-raising event at Forest
Lake Campground on June 6th.
The event, at 5816 Hickey Rd. in
Truxton, starts at 6 p.m. and will include
square dancing, a bake sale, pizza and
a raffle. Everyone is welcome. Come
support Truxtonacademycharterschool.
org. Fee for ages over 12. This is a “no
alcohol” event.

TRAINING
New STEM training being offered locally! The Applied Science and Technology
degree will train you for an in-demand,
immediately employable high tech
advanced manufacturing technician
that employers are looking for, right
now! This program is ideal for Veterans,
workers eligible for Trade Adjustment
Assistance, adult students, employees
looking to upgrade skills, and past or
present manufacturing employees. If
you love math, science, technology and
problem solving this program is for you!
For more information call 272-7570 ext
106 or email wfdintern3@tompkins-co.
org

The library board meeting is the

Benson Davis Insurance

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is on Wednesday
afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy will
be offering a fun program with stories,
crafts, games, and songs. There are no
programs on snow days or school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
May 27th – Doughnut Day
June 3rd – Dan the Snakeman
June 10th – Party Time

5325 Route 281 • Homer, NY • 607-749-3164

Maker Space Open Hours
The library’s MakerSpace is open
every Tuesday from 5pm – 8 pm.
LEGOS Mindstorms and Story Starter
sets, Cricut Explore, the digital drawing
tablet, and building kits and equipment

"Alzheimer's
"Barn Dance"
Caregiver" Series Benefit for Truxton
Academy June 6
Begins June 4

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
Auto • Home • Commercial • Business & Snowmobile
8b14

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Jim Hopkins

12B15

Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

4 Convenient Locations:
Luker Road • Rt. 13 North (2)
Copeland Ave., Homer
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12b15

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

9b15

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER
12b15

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

Homer, NY 13077

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties

(607) 753-0300

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas Withey 607-345-0016 - Brian Withey 607-345-8519
w2otg@verizon.net or contact us through our Facebook page

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

12B15

BUILDINGS FOR SALE

11b15

Did you make a New Year’s Resolution you need help with?
I can help you to a healthier lifestyle or cigarette free 2015!

$175,000 MAKE OFFER!!
Call 607-597-9394

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy
Therapeutic Touch-Personalized Hypnosis Sessions
Smoking Cessation-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

Healing Arts Network
Moira McMahon RNBC
607.745.4325

7a15

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland

Creekside Sports

Sally Brown Kurtz

Tom Niederhofer

CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker

Custom Homes & Remodeling

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

4b16

5017 US Route 11
Homer, NY 13077
607-216-8577/607-699-1226

Wed & Thurs
2pm-6pm
Fri. 3pm-7pm
Sat. 10am-5pm

“Specializing in Concealed Carry Handguns & Accessories”
*Guns bought & sold. Ammo and shooting supplies.
“New York Compliant Sporting Riﬂes”
*We oﬀer the NRA Basic Pistol & the Utah CCW class.
*Come and play our Paintball / Airsoft course.
*Survival gear and Military supplies.

(607) 749-5649
607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

Offices/Warehouse/Storage
45 N Fulton Street Homer

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

8a15

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

315.696.8918

●Wedding Receptions ●Wedding Showers
●Birthday Parties ●Graduation Parties
●Family Reunions ●Work Parties
●Group Organizations ●Fundraisers
13b15

7b15

Please contact 607-310-8852

5b15

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
41 South Main Street • Homer, NY

607-749-2442
3b15

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5B15
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The St. Anthony’s Festival, a
Stand Out Among Summer Events

By Stephanie Passeri-Densmore
Central New York has more than
its fair share of enjoyable summer
events. Throughout this long-awaited
season, the heart of the Empire State
offers many opportunities to experience outdoor entertainment, interesting food, and more. What makes
the St. Anthony’s Festival a special
occurrence on this great roster is the
fact that the more than one century old
celebration has something for everyone. Every year, the festival combines
the best of its beloved and time-honored features with something new and
fresh. The St. Anthony’s Festival, dating back to 1905, offers Italian religious
and cultural activities, delicious food,
great musical entertainment, fireworks,
children’s games, and shopping opportunities. This year’s festival, which will
be held on June 13th and 14th on the
St. Anthony’s Church grounds at 50
Pomeroy Street in Cortland, is truly a
stand out event that will appeal to all
ages.
The festival begins Saturday afternoon with indoor and outdoor events.
From 4:00 PM to 7 PM, fans of Italian
food can feast on a sumptuous spaghetti dinner in the St. Anthony’s
Church Hall at the festival’s annual
Spaghetti Supper. At 5:30, the faithful
may attend the Mass in Italian, where
they can hear the Mass and traditional
hymns in the language of the parish’s
founders, who came from a number
of towns in central and southern Italy
around the early 1900’s. Outdoors,
starting at 6:30, festival goers can
buy Italian novelties, make bids at the
Silent Auction, and savor the festival’s
food favorites. Throughout the evening, attendees can enjoy St. Anthony’s
renowned sausage and pepper sandwiches, pizza fritta (fried dough), and
Italian treats from the Dolci booth until
10 PM. Dolci (sweets) include cannoli
(ricotta-filled crispy shells), pasticiotti
(miniature cream-filled pies), sfogliatelle (thinly layered pastry filled with
flavored ricotta), biscotti (twice baked
cookies), pizzelle (Italian waffle cookies), assorted homemade Italian cookies, and gelato (Italian ice cream).
Also on Saturday evening, from 7 to

9:30 PM, the Cafferty Band provides
musical entertainment. Immediately
following their performance, festival goers can marvel at the fireworks bursting over the night sky on
Cortland’s East Side, thanks to the
Green Arch Restaurant and McNeil
and Company Insurance and Risk
Services.
Sunday events start with the
9:30 Mass, celebrating the feast day
of the thirteenth century Franciscan
friar who is a popular patron saint of
many Italian towns. Thirteen little
boys dressed as St. Anthony (trained
by parishioners Vivian Colongeli and
Pamela Knickerbocker) carry on the
tradition established in the 1930’s,
as they sing an Italian hymn which
praises St. Anthony for leading many
to the Gospel and for protecting
those far from home. Following
benediction, the Old Timers Band
(once known as the St. Anthony’s
Band and later the Civic Band)
enters the church to play the favorite
Italian march, “Caderna,” and leads
the parishioners in the traditional
procession around Cortland’s East
Side.
“Come to St. Anthony’s, a Parish
for All,” the theme of this year’s procession, emphasizes that although
St. Anthony’s treasures its strong
Italian roots, it is also a parish with
members from all over the world
and from all walks of life. In fact, of
the several floats in the procession,
this year’s theme float features the
words, “St. Anthony, Pray for Us,”
not only in English and Italian, but
also in Spanish, Chinese, Croatian,
Vietnamese,
Polish,
German,
Gaelic, and Japanese, reflecting
other heritages included in the rich
tapestry of St. Anthony’s congregation today. The procession also
features other religious floats, the
statue of St. Anthony carried on the
shoulders of four parishioners in
the style of Italian processions, the
ornate St. Anthony’s Banner from
Italy, the thirteen little monks, colorful
Italian regional banners by the late
artist Mario Venturini, parish organizations, accordion player Armando
Natale, and parish members.
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Paying it Forward

Representing The Greater Homer Retail Partnership, Susan Sandy and Doc
McQuade presented a check for $300.00 to Tiny Hughes. The donation will be
used to help restock the Homer 1st United Methodist Food Pantry. “The Pantry
fills a wonderful need by supplying food for local Homer families,” McQuade said,
“and our entire group felt it was a very worthwhile cause.”   During the months of
May through September, the Pantry will add a second pick up slot for food which
will be held the 3rd Thursday of every month from 6-7:30 PM. The Greater Homer
Retail Partnership is comprised of the following businesses; Beads and Beyond,
Lily Lanetree Boutique, Homer Men’s & Boys, Olde Homer House, The Village Food
Market, Bev & Co, No. 4, Prima Studio, Bridal Barn, A Kaleidoscope of Quilts and
the Crawl Space.

After the procession returns to St.
Anthony’s, Sunday festival activities
begin on the grounds of the church
at 12:30 PM. All day, families and
friends can sit under the big tent to
enjoy many Italian specialty dishes by
chef Chris Contento, such as pasta e
fagioli (pasta and beans) and gnocchi with broccoli, along with sausage
and peppers sandwiches, pizza fritta,
and other dolci. For youngsters, there
is a kids’ food booth, a variety of
kids’ games, and the Bounce House.
Festival goers of all ages can have
their caricatures drawn and play the
giant Godzilla golf game, which towers over Pomeroy Street. Adults
can also play the cake wheel, bid
on the Silent Auction, which includes
themed baskets among many other
items, and shop for Italian novelties,
hand painted glassware by the Muse

Creations, and handcrafted jewelry by
Sharon Torres.
A variety of musical acts perform
all day Sunday. The line-up of
performers features the Cortland High
School Jazz Band (1:00 PM -2:00
PM), Paulo and Felice (2:30 PM-3:30
PM),      Steve Southworth and
the Rockabilly Rays (4:00 PM-5:00
PM), Tailor Made Band (5:30 PM-6:30
PM), and the annual concert by the
Old Timers Band (7 PM to 8:30 PM).
Winning raffle tickets are drawn at
6:30.
The official festival website at saintanthonysfestival.org offers complete
information for this stand out celebration. Venite alla Festa di Sant’ Antonio,
che offra qualcosa per ognuno! Come
to St. Anthony’s Festival, which offers
something for everyone!

45 N. FULTON ST • HOMER
Multi Garage Sales
in Warehouse

ER
ANOTHBY
E
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MAY 29 - 30 • 9 am - 3 pm

LIMITED
RENTA
SPACESL

Local home owners downsizing with clean household and
collectible items. Furniture, decorator items, bottles, art, glass,
china, books, toys, jewelry and more!
Reasonable rent for selected room/space, secure, includes
advertising, pricing help, storage if needed between sales,
high traffic, established and reputable.

Set up inside - no wind rain or cold
Hot coffee, food and rest rooms

Downsizing Consultant:

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!

ATOG Kathy 607-749-3504
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Mary Beth Mathey visited a primary school on a recent trip
to Costa Rica. The children were fascinated with the English
Language newspaper.

