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Weddles Host Kindergarteners
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The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.
Editor:Donald Ferris

***
Subscription Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com

The Homer Elementary School Kindergarten took a class trip to the Weddle Farm
on route 281 in Homer. It is an example of a “village” working together to educate
our children.
The Weddle’s give each child a home made cookie and milk and brought in animals from other farms to enrich the experience.

Cub Scouts Donate Flag

Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
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editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
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envelope is provided.
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Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Contributors
Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Ed Finkbeiner, Anita
Jebbett, Martin Sweeney, Matt Banazek, Harry
Coleman, John Zachary

Homer Little League Vosburgh team B Mets is lined up on the left, Homer Little League
Vosburgh team Durham Bullis is lined up on the right, Pack 85 Webelos den is marching
between them presenting the flag for Webelos den leaders Stacy Hall & Chuck Niederhofer
to attach to the pole.

The Homer Little League was in need of a new American Flag for their fields. The
Pack 85 Cub Scouts committee heard this news and unanimously decided to purchase a new, embroidered, 5 foot 8 inch flag for the League as a gift. The pack’s
Webelos Den performed a formal outdoor ceremony at 5:45pm on Thursday, May
28th to officially raise the flag above the fields.
Cub master, Jim McMullin said these words before the flag ceremony....

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Homer Town Office, Homer
Village Office, Phillips Free Library, Homer Men’s
and Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's, Oh My
Goodness Health Foods, Lucky Kitchen, Lily
Lanetree, Key Bank, Kory’s Diner, Super Cream,
Origins, Denny Jack's, Anderson’s Farm Market,
Crawl Space, Dandy Mart, Uncle Tom's Deli, Brown’s
Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops,
Walgreen’s, Hyde’s Diner, Tyler's Cleaners, CNY
Living History Center, Steve & Lu's Diner, Antiques
on James, First Niagara Bank-Homer.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
All opinions expressed in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, non-biased
community service and forum.

“Every day here at Griggs Memorial Field is a fun & energetic day. But today is a
special day. Today we will solidify the relationship between Boy Scouts and baseball (America’s favorite past time).
Baseball is a sport that teaches teamwork, consistency, focus, determination and
perseverance. Scouting is a team activity that teaches responsibility, cooperation,
courage and perseverance. Many famous baseball players were Cub Scouts and
Boy Scouts. Hank Aaron and Nolan Ryan were Scouts and Jeremy Guthrie was
an Eagle Scout (to name a few). Here in Homer especially, baseball & Boy Scouts
go hand in hand. Out of 53 registered Cub Scouts in our Pack, 14 of them play
baseball with the Homer Little League. Therefore, we felt it was especially fitting
to honor this connection by presenting the league with this special gift.
On behalf of Pack 85 Cub Scouts, we would like to present the Homer Little
League with this new American Flag to fly high above the diamonds here at Griggs
Memorial Field. Let this flag not only symbolize liberty, justice and humanity, but
also the bond between a Scout (young or old) and baseball!”
Cub Master, Jim McMullin
Pack Committee Chair & Webelos Den Leader, Stacy Hall

The Upstate Burners,
guest Steve Daniels,
brings World-class Jazz
to Center for the Arts,
Saturday, June 6th
HOMER NY – The Upstate Burners,
a regional All-Star jazz ensemble that
was formed 46 years ago by noted
jazz drummer Danny D’Imperio, comes
to the Center for the Arts on Saturday,
June 6th at 8PM. That tradition that
began 46 years ago still carries on
today with the present incarnation of
the band. Today’s Burners include
D’Imperio (Cortland) on drums, upright
acoustic bassist Peter Mack (Auburn),
pianist Andrew Carroll (Syracuse),
and visiting artists, baritone saxophonist Gary Smulyan, trumpeter Jeff
Stockham and Steve Brown on Guitar.
Joining the Upstate Burners, as a special guest on tenor sax and vocals, will
be Steve Daniels.
After studying piano and trumpet,
Danny D’Imperio switched to drums
after being influenced by the great
Louis Bellson, famed jazz drummer
with the Dorsey Brothers Orchestra.
Danny was first introduced to the professional world of music by his father,
Robert, who introduced him to musicians such as Spiegle Wilcox and Pee
Wee Hunt. From 1957-1962, D’Imperio
performed with local bands such as the
Salt City Six, Jimmy Cavallo, (played
bass) with Pee Wee Hunt, and Vince
Falcone-Tony Leonardi’s band. From
1965-68 he served with the U.S. Army
Bands throughout North America and
Korea. After his tour of duty was over,
D’Imperio became the house drummer at the Three Rivers Inn nightclub
in Syracuse, New York. Since then,
he has performed with a variety of
major artists including: Glenn Miller
Orchestra with Buddy DeFranco, Gap
Mangione, Maynard Ferguson, Woody
Herman, Tony Bennett, Eddie Jefferson
& Richie Cole, Buddy Rich Band, and
The Village Vanguard Orchestra.
Baritone Saxophonist Gary Smulyan
was born April 4, 1956, in Bethpage,
NY. Smulyan, who is capable of doubling and tripling on other reed and
wind instruments, is a 4-time winner
of the Down Beat Readers Poll and a
multiple winner of the Jazz Journalists
Award for Baritone Saxophonist of the
Year and is a 5-time GRAMMY award
winner.
Jazz Bassist Peter Mack has been
a mainstay on the CNY jazz scene
for many years. In the 1970’s, Peter
was the house bassist for the famed
Syracuse jazz club Casa DiLisa, where
he had the opportunity to play with a
host of great jazz artists from all over
the world.
Jazz pianist, Andrew Carroll discovered
jazz piano when he was nine years old
as the keyboardist for the award winning middle school jazz quintet, Too
Blue. Throughout his HS career at
Manlius Pebble Hill School, Andrew
was active in many of the school’s
music programs and a sought- after
performer in the community.
Guitarist, composer, arranger, Steve
Brown, is a professor of music and the
director of the jazz studies program at
Ithaca College. He has four recordings
available under his own leadership,
see

Burners page 7

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be June 18, 2015. DEADLINE: for ads and news is
June 9, 2015
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Homer's Last Surviving
Civil War Soldier

by Edmund Raus

When John Y. Simmons died
in 1939, at age 93, he was
the last surviving veteran from
among the near 280 soldiers
from Homer who served in the
Civil War. He was born in west
Homer on August 8, 1845, in
a house along Rt. 90 near the
West Hill Cemetery. His parents
were Gideon H. and Sarah (Yale)
Simmons. He lived all of his life
in Homer; a life that spanned
from the days of the horse drawn
wagon to the age of the automobile and airplane.
Around 1934, John’s grandson,
the Homer historian R. Curtis
Harris, published a conversation
he had with John about life in
Homer before the war. John provided an appealing picture of a
growing village with a wide Main
Street lined with picket fences,
horse-blocks, and hitching-posts,
and a bustling village center of
tradesmen, blacksmith shops,
and a thriving wagon manufacturing business. He had known
the merchant Jedediah Barber
and the “shrewd” horse-trader
David Hannum, who during the
war was “pretty handy filin’ teeth
and usin’ a paint brush” to make
worn out horses presentable to
government buyers.
One can
imagine the smile on John’s face
as he told the story of Polly the
parrot who would cuss a blue
streak from her perch at Harrop’s
Inn (on the site of the Homer
Town Hall) and the memorable
day when he and some boys
scattered the hungry elephants
in the moving line of a traveling
circus by spreading a few bushels of potatoes in their path.
When the Civil War began, John
and his friends looked on with
envy as Homer men marched off
before cheering crowds to serve
with the 12th, 76th, and 157th New
York regiments of infantry. John
tried to focus on his studies once
he entered the local academy in
Homer in the fall of 1863, but he
soon “got the war fever badly”
and enlisted in the 16th New York
Heavy Artillery.
A number of
his friends and classmates also
joined the regiment, including:
Albert Dyke, the son of Ralph
and Adelaide (Hamilton) Dyke,
born October 2, 1845; Charles
Earle, son of William and Maria
(Stewart) Earle, born February
14, 1846; William Gillett, son of
Sylvanus and Martha (Beebe)
Gillett, born about 1846; and
William Tubbs, adopted son of
Elisha and Adaline Sheldon, born

about 1846. All of the boys
mentioned enlisted in January
of 1864, but only Simmons
remained with the regiment.
The rest transferred to the 85th
New York Infantry and were captured along with most of their
regiment at Plymouth, North
Carolina, on April 20, 1864.
Those captured were sent to
the infamous Confederate prison at Andersonville in Georgia,
where William Tubbs died on
July 22, 1864, followed by Gillett
on September 5, 1864, and
Earle on September 16, 1864.
Albert Dyke managed to survive until his transfer to a prison in Florence, South Carolina,
where he died on January 5,
1865. John Simmons remained
with the 16th regiment to witness the closing days of the war
around Petersburg Virginia, and
receive his honorable discharge
at Washington D.C., on August
21, 1865.
John had only recently reached
the age of twenty when he
boarded the train in Washington
D.C. for the trip home. Since he
had told no one in Homer that
he was coming, there was no

one to meet him at the James
Street station. The long walk
from the station to his home
on that hot August afternoon
remained vivid in his memory.
Not long after started out along
James Street he removed his
stiff new army shoes and socks
and was struck by how enjoyable “that warm, thick, velvety
dust felt around my barefeet.”
Climbing the hill on the road bordering the recently established
Glenwood Cemetery (Route
90), he stopped to rest by the
roadside and think about his
homecoming. He told his grandson, “I can’t describe the wonderful feeling that came over
me as I looked over the peaceful village in the wide valley
below. I thought about the war
and some of my schoolmates,
Willie Tubbs, for instance, who
died in a Reb prison.” He then
“dozed a while” in the summer
heat before resuming his journey toward a long anticipated
family reunion.
John married Miss Sally M.
Selover in 1866 and settled down
to a life of farming. He eventually moved into Homer village

to live with his daughter Edith
and her family at 55 North Main
Street. Edith married Robert W.
McMaster and they had six children. John lived in the home the
rest of his life, tending to his garden and participating in the activities of the local Grand Army of
the Republic Post 105. He died
at home on January 8, 1939, and
was buried in West Hill Cemetery
with an honor guard provided by
the Burns-McCauliffe American
Legion Post.
Jaff Harris remembers
John Yale Simmons:
"He died in 1939 when
I was 9. I remember sitting on his lap when I was
about 5 and him giving me a
new penny. He probably did
that for all his great grandkids. In the late 30’s and
early 40’s during the war my
brother Rog and I would take
turns delivering milk in one
of those little stainless steel
quart milk cans. Of course
we ran all the way but I don’t
believe we ever made butter! We lived just north of the
Factory Brook bridge on a
mini-farm.
One thing that never fails
to impress me when I think
about it at my age, 85, was
sitting on the lap of a Civil
War soldier! It seems like
time has compressed.
Shortly before Ed wrote the
article I had come across
a box of deeds, warrants,
etc. and gave them the the
Historical Society."

Comments from the Editor:
The editor finds this story
interesting from several
aspects. Perhaps most interesting is that Mr. Simmons
spent his last years in the
house now occupied by the
editor and his family. While
I knew that the McMasters
were grandparents of Jaff
Harris and his siblings, I didn’t
know that Mr. Simmons was
also an owner of the house at
one time. The photo accompanying this story was taken
in front of 55 N. Main Street.
I do recall Jaff Harris telling
me of his grandparents living
in this house, and that his
grandfather McMaster once
owned a grocery store at the
corner of N. Main and Water
Street, where the State Farm
office is now located.
Ed Raus notes that the last
living Cortland County Civil
War veteran was John Henry
Lane from Virgil who died
on July 17, 1942 and is buried in Willow Glen cemetery
between Dryden and Ithaca.
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When The Klan Was Driven
Out Of Cortland County
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

The Knights of the Ku Klux Klan
did not sanction the raid made
in Marathon on Thursday evening.
The conviction of the four men for
disturbing the peace interests me
because they are none of them
members of the Klan. Further, we
will gladly pay $50 in cash to anyone who can prove they are members of the Klan. Our organization
is solely for the protection of the
laws of the land, and not for breaking them.

To be continued….

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 until 1:00
and the 3rd Thursday during
the summer months of May to
September from 6:00 until 7:30
pm. Walk-ins are welcome. For
information or emergency,
call 749-7159

Homer Firefighter John Ryan shows a young girl how to adjust the hose spray.
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Thank You!!
To our sponsors of the Ride for Rotary

Bill Anderson’s Farm Market
Don Armstrong & Bill Pomeroy
CNY Powersports
Complete Construction Concepts
Cortland Self Storage
CP Cash & Carry - Cortland Produce
Doug’s Powersports Unlimited
Graph-Tex, Geared 2 Sports
Halco Energy
The Homer News
The J M Murray Center

R
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Then the Kleagle, the representative
of bigoted threat and intimidation, concluded his diatribe by publically challenging Haskell. He announced that he
had been informed that very afternoon
that a petition was being circulated by
friends of the Klan in Cortland calling
for the impeachment of lawyer Haskell
if he persisted in pressing charges
against the Klan leader. The assembly
was enthralled and convinced that the
battle lines were now drawn and that
right was on the side of the vigilante
enforcers of moral control.

I N

The particular law needing protection in Rice’s view was most
likely Prohibition, or the Eighteenth
Amendment, which in his estimation
was being flagrantly violated by that
Irishman, Tommy Walsh of Marathon.
At the conclusion of the interview, Rice
handed a letter to the reporter which
he claimed to have received that morning. The letter was sent from Truxton
warning Rice that reliable sources had
informed him that “enemies of the Klan
are but waiting their chance to shoot
you,” and he felt obligated to forewarn
Rice to be on his guard.
Boldly, Rice proceeded to offer a
thousand dollar reward for anyone who
could prove that he had led or was
implicated in the raid on the Central
Hotel. He went further. He called
for a mass meeting of Klansmen in
Marathon, which was said to be attended by one hundred hooded Klansmen.
At this meeting, Rice, the King Kleagle,
called for the impeachment of District
Attorney Albert Haskell. The crowd
cheered. Rice went on: “The Klan is
after the gumshoe politicians…. We’ll
tar and feather every one of them. We
have one or two to get in Cortland
County. In Cortland there are 103
bootleggers, 67 in the Italian section
alone.” Rice announced that Cortland’s
city officials were “heavily bribed” and
that “we are trying to find the bootleggers and then we are going to expose
them.” Then, his vitriol was directed

I have been informed from reliable
sources that enemies of the Klan
in Truxton [a reference to the Irish
Catholic population known to reside
there] are but waiting their chance to
shoot you. I feel that it is my duty…
to inform you so that you may be on
your guard. Yours for America, First,
last and all the time….

OTARY

L

On the afternoon of his arrest, Rice
granted the newspaper an interview.
He emphatically stated,

Rotarian Charlie Dellow leads the line of bikers under the
American flag hung from Homer & Cortlandville ladder trucks

T

A

This is the third of a five part
account.

The 14th Annual Ride for Rotary was a great success. The weather was mild,
the sun was shining, and the rain held off until the ride was completed.
After the ride concluded, several area fire departments demonstrated their skills,
including showing how to remove a victim trapped in a car accident, crawling
through a simulated smoke-filled room, and using different water spray patterns
to extinguish a fire.

L

The following story was reconstructed from
these sources: Seven issues of the Cortland
Standard from April 10, 1924 through May 15,
1924; “The Night the KKK Struck at Marathon,”
in Syracuse Herald-American, Sunday,
May 2, 1965, 3; Chester L. Quarles, The
Ku Klux Klan and Other Racialist and AntiSemitic Organizations: A History and Analysis.
Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 1999,
62; Wyn Craig Wade, The Fiery Cross: The
Ku Klux Klan in America. New York: Oxford
University Press, 1998, 165; 1924 Directory,
Cortland County Historical Society; and The 7
Valley Villager, Vol.11, No. 12, April 25, 1963,
pp. 3-4, 12. In a few cases, the names of
individuals have been replaced by letters of the
alphabet. This has been done to avoid causing embarrassment for any descendants. The
purpose of this account is to present interesting
historical facts from ninety-one years ago, to
not cast aspersions on anyone or any locality,
and to leave it to the reader to derive some
lessons about human nature and how it has
manifested itself in past human behavior.

back on Haskell. He
charged, “He has failed
to enforce the law!” “We
declare war,” he proclaimed, “on any officer
who does not live up to
his obligations.” A large
portion of his speech
then became an attack on Catholics,
Jews, and blacks, and the extolling of
the virtues, aims, and objectives valued
by the Klan: “There are no Catholics,
Jews or Negroes in the Klan; they have
their own organizations. We are the
only Protestant, militant organization
in the country and we have a right to
organize!”
It was clear to any rational person in
attendance, if there were any, that the
Klan was using the most broken and
unenforceable federal law in American
history, the Prohibition law, as a pretext
for going after Catholics in Cortland
County. What did the booze-selling
Irishman Tommy Walsh, the bootlegging Italian immigrants in the East Side
of the city of Cortland, and the young
D.A. of Cortland have in common? They
were all Catholics -- perceived as having allegiance to a Pope headquartered
in a foreign land and a liturgical ritual
that involved the consumption of wine.
To nativist Americans, Catholicism
equaled an intolerable foreign practice
and an affront to pure Americans, who,
by their definition, were W.A.S.P. -White, Anglo-Saxon (meaning English
in origin), and Protestant. Though, with
the passage of time and generations of
marriages, it was increasingly doubtful that many under the white robes of
intolerance could really claim to have
100% W.A.S.P. blood.
Not done yet with his rant, Rice then
produced a letter he alleged had been
penned by a citizen of Truxton, and
read it to the hooded assembly:

A

The infamous white supremacist organization
called the Ku Klux Klan originated in Tennessee
after the Civil War. Over time, its membership
and activities spread West and North, and
its “hate list” expanded to include more than
blacks. By the 1920s, the Klan was active in
Cortland County, and there is reason to believe
that a meeting of the K.K.K. was held in the
Homer Town Hall.

Ride for Rotary First Responders Day
Successful
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K & H Motorsports
McNeil & Company
NBT Bank
Oldies 101.5 WXHC
Plan First Technologies
Randolph Well Drilling
Riehlman, Shafer & Shafer
Spartan Chassis Inc.
Tompkins Trust Co.
Winters Group CPA’s PLLC

The Cortland Breakfast Rotary Club
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Homer Boys Varsity Team Finishes Season Strong
Thank you for stopping by. Last time we talked the Homer Trojans Varsity Boys
Lacrosse team had just finished the first half of the 2015 season. Coach Cottrell's
team was 6-3 to start the second half against No.1 Jamesville-Dewitt. Homer did
not fare well against JD, losing 15-3.

#3 Team Captain Danny Turck gets the advantage on his competitor from Marcellus.

Next up for the Trojans was a home game against Chittenango. The boys in blue
needed to get back on track after the devastating loss to JD, and boy did they ever.
Blue pride was strong as they put up 17 points to beat the bears 17-1. This was
the first of three home games for the Trojans. Christian Brothers-Syracuse came
to town looking to add another win to their winning record. These teams always
seem to play each other tight.

by John Zachary

Not a bad year for the Trojans, finishing up the regular season 10-5. Homer was
lucky enough to get a first round game at home to start the post-season. GeneralBrown was first up for the Trojans. In the post-season it gets real. A win, you keep
playing, with a loss your season is over. With 13 seniors on the teams the pressure
was on, every game could be their last in Hiqh School.

Each team needed a win and it showed on the field. Defense on both sides was
strong, keeping the score in the single digits. After regulation the score was knotted at 8 each. In overtime, both teams had a possession each, hoping to get a quick
goal and end the game with a win. CBA worked hard to get the ball back from the
Trojans and slid one past the goalie for hard fought win.
#2 Senior Chris Birchenough doing his job at mid field during a face-off

General -Brown didn't put up much of a fight as Homer rolled past them 15-2,
moving on to the next round of the post season. Westhill Warriors were next up
for the Trojans. Earlier in the season Homer suffered a big loss to the Warriors on
the road. Round two of the Section 3 boys Quarterfinals was against Westhill in
Syracuse. Homer had to step it up on both sides of the field to get past this tough
Warriors team. Both teams brought their "A" game making it a much closer battle
than their previous meeting. Westhiil outlasted the Trojans with a 10-5 victory,
advancing them on to the semifinals.

#11 Senior Brad Sovocool works his way past one of the CBA defenders.

Homer really wanted that win against CBA with only three games left in the regular season. Marcellus was next for the Trojans at home for Senior night. 13 Seniors
were on Coach Cottrell's roster for their last home game of the regular season.
All of the Seniors and their parents were introduced in front of the huge home
crowd after the game. Each year the students look forward to this time when they
can announce to the public what their future plans are after High School. Homer
looked good on both offense and a defense, helping them get a well played 12-6
victory.
Two days later the Trojans travelled across town to take on the Cortland Purple
Tigers. Cortland gave the Trojans a scare by keeping it close until the end. Homer
came out on top with a 11-10 win. Oswego was Homer's last regular season game.
The boys in Blue headed to the north country, and put up 19 points for a big win
heading into the post season, making it three in a row for the Trojans.

#18 Matt Suits winds up for a shot on goal.

I didn't get to cover as many games this year as I would have liked to, but I really
enjoyed watching this year's team. They finished 11-6 over-all and 9-1 in their
Division. Great season to all of you and good luck to all of the Seniors in your next
chapter of life. For the rest of you, I will see you next year.
To see more images from this years Varsity team, please Visit my site at:
http://johnzacharyphotography.com
Thank you for stopping by. I will see everybody in the next issue of The Homer
News.
Take Care,
John

Let us cater your
y

Graduation
Party

Large Menu options to choose
h
ffrom-Prices
P i to fifit every budget
bd
Your selected party location or choose our restaurant location

Book your party now with Linani’s Catering! Call 607-749-9999

Download off our Facebook Page
a Catering Request Form to fax
back to us at (607) 749- 4137

LINANI’S CATERING at THE SHERMAN HOUSE RESTAURANT
11 NORTH MAIN STREET HISTORIC HOMER NY 13077
607-749-9999 linanis.catering@ymail.com
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continued from page 2

Good Lines and Child’s Play both on at center4art.org or by calling the box
Café records, and Night Waves and office at (607) 749-4900.
Crossroads on his own Brown Cats
Productions. He is also co-author with
Ray Brown of an instructional book and
recording entitled An Introduction To
Jazz Improvisation.

A building that is:

t&GmDJFOU
t$PNGPSUBCMF
t%VSBCMF
t-PX.BJOUFOBODF
t*NQBDU3FTJTUBOU
POST FRAME

The Upstate Burners special guest,
Steve Daniels will be on Tenor sax and
vocals. Steve received his Bachelor’s
Music degree in Music Ed. at the Crane
School of Music at SUNY Potsdam.
General admission tickets for this
performance: $18.00 and Under 18
are Free. Tickets can be purchased in
advance through the Center’s website

$GYDQWDJHVRI3RVW)UDPH&RVWVDYLQJVLQ0DWHULDOV/DERU(QHUJ\

Don Richards

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

General Manager

Construction Manager

Cell: 607-745-7779
Office: 607-749-7770
Fax: 607-749-7239

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

Physical Therapy
x
x
x
x

Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care Injury Reduction/Prevention Training
Manual Hands on CaUH Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals
Spinal Decompression
x Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, MPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com

Congratulations
C
l your2015
G
Graduates!
d Party!
!
Call
us to cater
Graduation

10b15

From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Ted Renninger

Return to what matters most

The Homer News

CHIMNEY

Over 30 years experience in the construction industry

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

in

Bob Pascal

$JULFXOWXUDO&RPPHUFLDO(TXHVWULDQ6ROLG&RUH&RQVWUXFWLRQ

CCC

Even Small Ads Get Noticed

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com

St. Anthony’s Festival
JUNE 13 & 14
Saturday, June 13
4-7 PM - Spaghetti Dinner
5:30 PM - Traditional Italian Mass
6:30 - 10:00 PM - Festival
Themed Basket Raffle, Italian Novelties and other
items for sale, Italian Sausage & Pepper Sandwiches,
Hot Dogs, Pizza Fritta, & Dolci, Gelato, Beverages
7:00- 9:30 PM - The Cafferty Band
9:30 PM - Fireworks (sponsored by The Green Arch
and McNeil & Company Insurance and Risk Services)

Sunday, June 14

KORY’S PLACE
Catering is available for
all your Summer Events!
kevin & deb slack
9 north west st
homer ny 13077

It's Road Construction Season.
Drive Carefully!

607-749-9938
607-749-2793

kslack001@twcny.rr.com

Eat in or Call Ahead To Go!
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Are you planning a Graduation Party,
Reception or Picnic?
We cater local events-call us!
Check us out at DennyJacks.com
111 NORTH WEST STREET
HOMER, NEW YORK (Corners of RT 281 & RT 41)

CALL...607-299-4038

9:30 AM - Mass & Benediction followed by Procession
featuring The Old Timer’s Band
12:30 PM- Festival Begins
Outdoor Musical Entertainment
1:00 - 2:00 PM - Cortland High School Jazz Band
2:30 - 3:30 PM - Paulo and Felice
4:00 - 5:00 PM - Steve Southworth & the Rockabilly Rays
5:30 - 6:30 PM - Tailor Made
6:30 - 7:00 PM - Grand Raffle Drawing
7:00 - 8:30 PM - The Old Timer’s Band Concert
Throughout the Day
Silent Auction - bidding ends at 4:30 pm followed by
Drawing at 5 pm
Italian Novelties and Jewelry for Sale - Cake Wheel
Children’s Games and Bounce House

Location: St. Anthony’s of Cortland, NY
50 Pomeroy St., Cortland - 607/756-9967
Italian & Ethnic Foods:
Verze e Fagioli (Greens & Beans); Pasta e Fagioli (Pasta & Beans); Gnocchi w/
Broccoli; Eggplant Roll Ups; Stuffed Shells; Hot Meatball Sub; Tomato & Cucumber
Salad; Sausage, Pepper & Onion Sandwiches; Dolci including: Cannoli, Biscotti,
Pasticiotti and Sfogliatelle; Assorted Homemade Italian Cookies & Pizzelle. Pizza
Fritta, Gelato, Popcorn.
Beverages including Coffee, Soda, Water, Beer and Wine

Corporate Sponsors: McNeil & Company Insurance Risk Services, The Green Arch
Restaurant, What’s Hot Magazine, Hopko Designs, Andrew Polley, Riccardi Funeral
Home Inc.
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David Harum

from page 1

•
David Hannum was also a
very generous man and helped bring
the circus to Homer each year, buying
tickets for all the children in town. He
particularly loved his own children,
and never got over losing his son and
daughter, both at a very young age,
to diphtheria. He became known for
his kindness, and at Thanksgiving and
Christmas made sure that no poor
family went without a turkey. He
became very poor later in life, losing
his money in the real estate market
in the recession after the Civil War.
However, the poorer he became, the
more generous he grew with others,
giving away any money he had. He
died penniless at the stroke of midnight between 1892-1893. It is said that
he managed to keep his house on Main
Street and his good humor until the
end. He had no money for a marker on
his grave, and was buried without one.
Many years later an anonymous friend
donated the headstone for his grave
in Glenwood cemetery in Homer. It
is rumored that Will Rogers was that
anonymous friend.
•
Hannum Avenue in Homer is
named after him, located next to his
longtime home. It is also the name of a
street in Skaneateles, probably named

by the Westcott family who had become
endeared of his wit, cheerful optimism,
generosity and business acumen. “His
was a wonderfully large heart, “according to an article in “Home Magazine”
after his death. The novel, “The Real
David Harum,” by noted author Arthur
T. Vance, was published in 1900 and
tells the story of David Hannum’s life.
•
The "David Harum House,"
which is celebrating its 200th birthday, also has an interesting history.
The house is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places by the US
Department of Interior. It was built in
1815 and is one of 12 early houses built
in Homer based on the 1799 designs of
noted New England Architect Asher
Benjamin. Only six of these original
houses remain in Homer.
•
Over the years and through
many owners, the house has occupied
a central role in local history. It was
originally owned by Dr. Lewis Riggs
who sold it to Augustus Donnelly in
1826. Mr. Donnelly was an attorney, a
NYS Assemblyman, the first president
of the Village of Homer and an original
warden of the Episcopal Church on the
Village Green. The original parcel of
property was 3 ½ acres. In the 1830s,
the south side of the house was moved
to the rear and attached to the main
house – a tax revolt by the shrewd

Donnelly to avoid paying “door taxes”
for entries that faced Main Street. That
explains the long section of the house
along what is now Hannum Avenue.
In 1839, the house was sold to Charles
Wheadon who was an early board
member of the Cortland Academy,
and the front porches were added during that time period.
•
David Hannum then purchased the house and lived there from
1853 until his death at the stroke of
midnight 1892-1893, succumbing to
an infected carbuncle. Scenes from the
home resonate in the book, including
the famous “Christmas Dinner.”
•
Until the 1920s, there were
various tenants, until it was bought
by Charles Stevens, who was editor
of the Homer Republican and later
editor of the Cortland Standard. In
1930, the house was bought by a local
attorney, William C. Maher. In the
1940s, it was occupied by Elizabeth
"Bess" Wavle who ran it as an antique
shop and tea room. During the 1950s
and 1960s, it was an elegant restaurant operated by Mr. and Mrs. Walter
Truax, and it was filled with beautiful
antiques, Oriental rugs, and fine old
silver made by her great-great grandfather, Standish Berry, a silversmith
during the Revolutionary War.
•
It continued to be a restaurant

from 1969 until 1974, operated by the
Menapace's who were known for their
annual Christmas breakfast which was
$1 per person and enjoyed by a great
many people. The house was the most
beautiful restaurant in the area and the
setting for many area weddings and
special events. Many local residents
remember this era fondly, and they
are warmly invited to come and share
their memories at this 200th birthday
event.
•
During the mid-1970s until the
early 1980s, the house was abandoned
with no electric and water, resulting in a great deal of damage. It was
derelict, completely boarded up and
falling down when Connie and Ed
Stone bought it at an auction in 1981.
They undertook a five-year restoration
project, which became a story in Old
House Journal. For nearly 20 years, the
house was operated by the Stones as a
B &B and senior boarding home.
•
The Hartsock family purchased the house in 2000 and have
continued the restoration process for
the past 15 years -- happy to be stewards of its history. The house has again
become a community gathering place,
and a popular Main Street spot for
area residents and out of town visitors
to convene on the porch and swap
stories. Over the years, many Homer
school children have visited the house
or done local history projects based on
local lore associated with it.
•
The house has happy ghosts.
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Living Local
For many people, going to a Farmer’s
Market is a quaint thing to do, more of
a bit of fun on a nice summer morning
than anything else. I know that for many
years, that is what farmer’s markets
were to me. My perceptions began to
change when I lived in Washington DC,
and a farmer’s market popped up near
my office. I needed to walk through it
on my way home, so I started making it a habit to pick up a few things.
That is when I started to notice that
the quality of the things being offered
for sale greatly exceeded what I was
finding in our local supermarket, and
that the price was only slightly higher.
I also found that suddenly, I was speaking to someone who was involved with
the production of this item, and who
could answer questions about it, offer
tips and recommendations and help
me navigate through some of the offerings that were new to me. I started to
make my stroll through the market a
focused weekly shopping event, just
as I would do at the supermarket. And
then I realized how much less I needed
to actually GO to the supermarket,
and how much more I was enjoying
the food we were preparing at home.
When my wife and I returned to Homer
in 2012, we were thrilled to find a
wonderful farmer’s market right here
in the village. Not having to drive
all the way to Ithaca and fight the
crowds and tourists, but an easy drive
to the village green where there is
always plenty of easy parking. And
I found the goods being offered to
be amazing. Having such a fantastic
resource available to us right here

in the village is one of the things we
enjoy most about living in Homer. It
markedly improves our quality of life.
Yet, even feeling that I was a seasoned and focused farmer’s market
shopper and trying to do the bulk of
my fresh food purchases at the market
each week, I still was hesitant to try
some of the bigger ticket items, such
as a whole pastured chicken. There
is a level of sticker shock when you
are paying twice as much per pound
as you would in the supermarket.
Now, I don’t think twice about purchasing meat at the farmer’s market
The market also has amazing hand
made products such as soap (you will
never go back to Dial or Ivory,) pottery
and wood crafts. These high quality,
wonderfully produced items also go to
directly support another local person,
who puts that money right back into our
local economy, rather than shipping
the profits to shareholders or CEO’s.
Studies show that every $1 spent with
a local farmer turns into $7 spent in
the local economy, which helps us all.

New Retail Space
in Beautiful Downtown Historic
Homer now available to rent!

Unique commercial retail storefronts located
g with bright
g
in our updated historic buildings
spacious interiors. Cafe’s~MicroBreweries~Health~Bakery~Clothing
Quilt Shop~Coffee Shop~Sporting Goods~Office Space
Financial~Specialty Shops~Non Profit’s~Florists

Call Us

(607) 749-5649
11a Water Street Homer, NY
tncustomhomes@gmail.com

CLASSIFIEDS
HANDYMAN SERVICES

And the more we support our local
farmer’s market, the more vendors will
want to sell their products there, and
the greater our selection will be. I would
encourage those who have not made
the change to shopping locally first, to
give the Farmer’s Market and all the
wonderful businesses that downtown
Homer has to offer a try before you
leave the area or order online. It helps
your fellow residents, and as they say,
a rising tide will lift all boats.
Darren “Hal” McCabe

Homer Farmers’ Market 2015 Season Dates/Times:
Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., May 9 - October 31
Wednesdays, 4:30 - 7:00 p.m., May 27 - September 30

Shane's Handyman Service - Lawn
Mowing, Landscaping, Painting,
Staining, Junk Removal, Pressure
Washing, Spring Cleanups, Cleanouts
- Houses- Barns, Driveway Sealing,
Gutter Cleaning, Mulching, Roof
Coating, Much More. Fully Insured,
Free Estimates, Reasonable Rates.
607-299-4676 Leave Message. (6a15)

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
FOR SALE BY OWNER VILLAGE
HOME – 3 BR, 1.5 Bath, Basement to
finish. 2 car attached garage, large lot
in quiet neighborhood. Gas hot water
baseboard and free-standing gas heater (heats entire downstairs) 3 season
room. Call 749-4195.
(6b)

LEGAL SERVICES
Call The Law Offices of Jeff Coleman
& Anna Smith for a FREE Bankruptcy Consultation. Call 607-277-1916 or
5b15
visit www.AnnaSmithEsq.com.

WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable
gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003 for
appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers, 8
Main Street, downtown Cortland.

TRAINING
New STEM training being offered locally! The Applied Science and Technology
degree will train you for an in-demand,
immediately employable high tech
advanced manufacturing technician
that employers are looking for, right
now! This program is ideal for Veterans,
workers eligible for Trade Adjustment
Assistance, adult students, employees
looking to upgrade skills, and past or
present manufacturing employees. If
you love math, science, technology and
problem solving this program is for you!
For more information call 272-7570 ext
106 or email wfdintern3@tompkins-co.
org
A gift subscription to The Homer News will
help keep your out-of-town friends and relatives
informed. $36/year. Call 749-2613

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words

JUNE 6
77 Port Watson Street
Cortland
Sale Starts 8:00am
th

FURNITURE, CLOTHES, HOUSEWARES, BOOKS, CDS, DVDS,
APPLIANCES, KIDS TOYS, SKATES, SNOWBOARDS
& MUCH MORE
ALL PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY!

Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________
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News from the Library

11b15

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Breaking the Mold
In a previous life when I studied horticulture, I remember being horrified
when I learned that stores like Walmart
and Lowes were forcing growers to
make sure their poinsettias were all uniform in size. That way they were easier
to ship and place on shelves. Now, as a
librarian, I find myself saying things like
“how can the publishers get away with
selling a book this shape? They should
all be the same size!”
Apparently, I’ve joined the ranks of
Walmart and other big box stores in
wishing book sizes could be determined
by the ease with which I can shelve
them. Unfortunately, I don’t have the
clout Walmart has. So, I keep having to deal with books that come in all
kinds of weird sizes. Even mass market
paperbacks, which I thought were mass
market because they were all that same
6 ¾ by 4 ¼ inches are sneaking a few in
at 7 ¼ inches high. Which really messes
up the whole aesthetic of a row of even,
straight, orderly books.
I’ve never thought of myself as a
conformist, but there are days I wonder if it isn’t easier to get rid of a book
than deal with it being too big to fit on
the shelf. But it’s a slippery slope from
wanting to books to conform size-wise
to wanting them to conform topic-wise.
Sometimes, a librarian just needs to
go a little wild. Maybe I should forget
Dewey and just shelve books by size,
or even color!
I may like my books all the same size,
but I like to get a little wild and crazy
when it comes to socks. Bruce says
all socks should be black, but if books
don’t need to all be the same size than
socks certainly don’t need to all be the
same color. I personally like socks with
things on them – not stripes, but dogs
and sheep and goats.
I just got myself a pair of socks
with a rare dinosaur on them. It’s the
Grumposaur. Grumposaurs are definitely necessary when dealing with
books that don’t conform to the size
of the shelves. Plus they are lime
green and purple. The socks, not the
Grumposaurs. Which are much better
sock colors for a non-conforming, radical librarian than black.
So, come to the library. You never
know how wild and crazy we might be
here.

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time
Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Tammy is on Wednesday mornings at
10:30 am, when school is in session.
There are no programs on snow days or
school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
June 10th – Monkeying Around

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is on Wednesday
afternoons at 3:25 pm. Miss Tammy will
be offering a fun program with stories,
crafts, games, and songs. There are no
programs on snow days or school holidays. Upcoming themes are:
June 10th – Party Time
June 10th is the last Pre-School Story
Time and Rockin’ Readers of the school
year but, the summer reading programs
will be starting on July 1st. Stay tuned
for a schedule.

just for kids. There’s a teen program,
with the theme Unmasked and an adult
program called Escape the Ordinary.
And you can do all those things by
coming to the library and reading this
summer. Registration for all ages starts
on June 1st.
Those in Pre-school to 5th grade
will get a reading log. Kids can record
the number of minutes read each day.
If they read for 20 minutes a day, five
days a week for eight weeks, they can
turn in their logs for prizes. Each child
gets a reading log and a free book at
registration. Logs can be turned in starting August 15th.
Teen and adults can fill out a raffle
ticket for each book read. There’ll be
weekly drawings in July for prizes. So,
the more you read, the more chances
you have to win.
Plus there are fun programs all summer. From Moreland the Magician, to
Super Hero Training Camp, to a miniComic Con, there’s loads to do at the
library this summer.

1840 Route 13 - Truxton Rd.
Cortland, NY 13045

607-753-1714

Maker Space Open Hours
The library’s MakerSpace is open
every Tuesday from 5pm – 8 pm.
LEGOS Mindstorms and Story Starter
sets, Cricut Explore, the digital drawing
tablet, and building kits and equipment
are available for use. Sign up to use
the 3-D printer and digitizer. 3-D printer
sign-ups are also available at other
times. Call the library for information.
The 2nd Tuesday of each month
is Knitters’ Night at the Makerspace.
Knitters’ Night starts at 6:30 pm.
The 3rd Tuesday of the month is
Demo Night at the Makerspace. Demo
Night starts at 6:30 pm on June 16th
for a painting with nature project. Demo
night is open to all ages. So join the fun.
The 4th Tuesday of the month
is Writers’ Night at the Makerspace.
Writers’ Night starts at 6:30 pm.
If you have a craft or skill you’d like
to share at Demo night, please contact
Priscilla at the library.

Lego Club!
Lego Club for 1st and 2nd graders is
the 2nd Monday of each month from 4-5
pm. The club for 3rd and 4th graders will
be the 4th Monday of each month from
4-5 pm.
June 8th – 1st and 2nd grade club.
June 22nd – 3rd and 4th grade club.

Teen Writers’ Group and Film
Club
th

th

If you are between 6 and 12 grade
and love to write, or make movies, consider joining the Teen Writers’ Group,
or Teen Film Club. The Teen Writers
group meets Tuesdays from 3:30 until
4:30 pm, followed by the Teen Film club
which meets from 4:30 until 5:30 pm.
The writers’ group works on all elements of fiction writing. The film club is

working on a new movie with members
acting as screenwriters, actors, directors and editors. Join the fun!

Remember We’re not just about books. We’ve
got DVDs, Blu-Rays, Video Games,
Books on CD, and Nooks to check out.
Go to our website to find downloadable
e-books or audio books for check-out.
We also had links to children’s books
readable right from our website. Just
click on the BookFlix or eSebco links.
There’s e-books and videos. And don’t
forget we have cake pans to check
out, too.

Help with Nooks, Kindles,
and Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. They are available Mondays, and Thursdays from
3-4 pm and can help you check out

HEAVY DUTY
TRUCK REPAIR
CAR REPAIR
NYS
INSPECTIONS
ALIGNMENTS
"BIG and small,
we fix them all"

JIM FERRIS
ASE Certified
Master Auto Tech.

and download e-materials. They can
also help with other computer questions. Call ahead, to make an appointment, or drop by.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The library board meeting is the
third Monday of each month. The June
meeting will be Monday, June 15th at 7
pm in the Community Meeting Room.
Meetings are open to the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

Summer Reading Registration
Starts in June
Summer Reading this year is all about
heroes. The theme for Pre-school and
Elementary School age is Every Hero
has a Story. But, summer reading isn’t

.
..
.

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

156 South Main Street

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

We Care About Our Community

8b14

Homer, NY 13077
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
DotLICENSEDEdwards
MASSAGE THERAPIST

8b15
12B15

19D North Main Street
Homer New York 13077
607-316-4629

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

dorosedwards@outlook.com
-Deep Tissue Massage, Swedish Massage
-Reiki Master
-Vortex Healing®Divine Energy Healing
-IET®Integrated Energy Therapy

Tuesday 11-7pm
Wednesday 11-7pm
Thursday 11-7pm
Friday 9-4pm
Saturday’s at the:

607.756.4307

Dharma Wellness Center

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

9b15

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

8b15
12b15

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas Withey 607-345-0016 - Brian Withey 607-345-8519
w2otg@verizon.net or contact us through our Facebook page

Nutrition Response Testing
Gentle Chiropractic & Massage
A

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

BUILDINGS FOR SALE

11b15

$175,000 MAKE OFFER!!
Call 607-597-9394

7a15

Creekside Sports

Sally Brown Kurtz

Tom Niederhofer

CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

4b16

5017 US Route 11
Homer, NY 13077
607-216-8577/607-699-1226

Wed & Thurs
2pm-6pm
Fri. 3pm-7pm
Sat. 10am-5pm

“Specializing in Concealed Carry Handguns & Accessories”
*Guns bought & sold. Ammo and shooƟng supplies.
“New York Compliant SporƟng RiŇes”
*We oīer the NRA Basic Pistol & the Utah CCW class.
*Come and play our Paintball / AirsoŌ course.
*Survival gear and Military supplies.

(607) 749-5649
607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

Offices/Warehouse/Storage
45 N Fulton Street Homer

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

8a15

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
315.696.8918

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
13b15

7b15

12B15

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

3b15

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

Pat Hill Community Building

Did you make a New Year’s Resolution you need help with?
I can help you to a healthier lifestyle or cigarette free 2015!

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy
Therapeutic Touch-Personalized Hypnosis Sessions

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

Smoking Cessation-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12b15

5B16

Please contact 607-310-8852

Healing Arts Network
Moira McMahon RNBC
607.745.4325

11b15

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland
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Cardiff Giant Returning
to Homer June 13
The Cardiff Giant is “coming home”
to the David Harum House, 80 South
Main Street, Homer – the special
guest for a 200th birthday party to
honor the well-known historic house
which is on the National Register of
Historic Places. The event is part of
the Landmark Society’s 2nd Annual
Homer History Celebration and an
opportunity to learn a little more
about local history and the folklore of
story-telling.
Visitors are invited to view the
Cardiff Giant (created by local artists
for Homer’s sesquicentennial celebration) under the tent from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. Saturday, June 13. Along with
the giant, local author and history
educator Jane O’Shea will be signing
copies of her book, “Westcott’s Tale:
Revisiting 19th Century Central New
York.” The book revisits Edward
Noyes Westcott’s famous tale, “David
Harum,” and explores the parallels to
people and places in Central New
York and Homer.
The community is invited to share in
some old-fashioned story-telling at
the outdoor celebration. Local items
of interest will be on display, along
with original memorabilia collected
by occupants of the David Harum
House. This is the only time these
items have ever been on display, and
include items from around the world
that were part of the David Harum
sensation. They have never been on
public view as one collection.
There will be a birthday cake at 10:30
a.m. commemorating the 200th birthday of the David Harum House.
Area residents who have a story to
tell about the well-known house – a
family event, or other special memory – are especially invited to come
and bring pictures or other memorabilia to share. Photos will be scanned
and become part of the permanent
historic record. There will also be a
video recording area on the porches
where local residents can share their
reflections “Story Corps” style and
become part of Homer’s oral history.
A documentary of the event will be
made by aspiring filmmaker Peter
Hartsock, who lives in the David
Harum House.
A special walking tour, starting
at 11 a.m. from the David Harum
House, will be led by area guide
Kathy Beardsley. The tour, called
“Hannum’s Homer” is free, lasting
approximately 60 minutes. It will visit
a number of local sites that were part
of the fable, with Kathy Beardsley
providing color commentary along
the route.

Here are some interesting historic tidbits that will help you enjoy the celebration:
•
Called “America’s Greatest
Hoax,” the original Cardiff Giant is
on display at the Farmer’s Museum in
Cooperstown where it enjoys a prominent spot at the entry to the museum.
In the 1860s, George Hull hired men
to carve out a 10-foot-4.5-inch-long
block of gypsum in Fort Dodge, Iowa,
telling them it was intended for the
monument to Abraham Lincoln. How
it came to be discovered in 1969, buried in Stub Newell’s farm in Cardiff,
NY and went on to become a national
media sensation, is truly a part of
American folklore.
•
A rivalry soon ensued with
P.T. Barnum who commissioned his
own unauthorized fake giant that
became the subject of a famous court
case of its day. That giant is now
in Marvin’s Marvelous Mechanical
Museum in Minnesota. According to
Barnum, it was David Hannum who
said, "There's a sucker born every minute" in reference to spectators paying
to see Barnum's fake – a popular saying that over time mistakenly became
attributed to Barnum.
•
The Giant has ties to other
notables of the era. In 1870, Mark
Twain wrote "A Ghost Story" in which
the ghost of the Cardiff Giant appears
in a hotel room in Manhattan to
demand that he be reburied. The giant
is so confused that he haunts Barnum's
plaster copy of himself. In 1871, L.
Frank Baum published a poem titled
"The True Origin of the Cardiff Giant"
in his private newspaper.
•
What’s the difference between
David Harum and David Hannum?
"David Harum" is the title of a bestselling book, first published in 1898,
about a fictional character named
David Harum. It is thought to be based
on a real life person, David Hannum,
who lived at 80 South Main Street
in Homer. The setting of the book is
Homeville, also said to be based on
Homer.
•
David Harum" was the second most popular book of its time,
only outsold by "Uncle Tom's Cabin."
Within a year of its publication in
1899 it had sold a million copies and
was translated into many different foreign languages. Editions of the book
were published in England, Australia,
Canada and Germany. In 1960, Dover
Publications did a large volume printing that once again went around the
world.
•
"David Harum" became a
long-running Broadway play, first
produced in New York City in 1900.
It was a silent movie in 1915 -- one of
the first early silent movies made by
Paramount Pictures. "David Harum"
became a long-running early radio

show on CBS radio in the 1930s. It
gained even more worldwide appeal
when it was made into a movie in 1934
starring Will Rodgers. It was one of
the last movies starring Will Rodgers
before he died in an Alaskan plane
crash in 1935.
•
People around the world came
to know "David Harum" as a folksy,
small-town sage who loved to tell stories and trade horses. In the book he is
a local banker with a big heart and a
quick wit who plays matchmaker to a
young man named John Lennox who
works at his bank and a young lady,
Miss Mary Blake, from New York City.
At the end of the book, John and Mary
fall in love, get married, and have a
happy life in Homeville. They name
their baby boy David, and Harum
continues to trade his horses well into
a happy old age in Homeville.
•
David Hannum was a real
life person who lived from 1853 until
1893 at 80 South Main Street. Edward
Noyes Westcott was a good friend of
David Hannum and frequent guest at
the house, and the novel is thought to
be inspired by those visits over many
years. The real David Hannum was
born in 1823 just north of Homer. He
was the son of a cabinet maker, a poor
boy with no schooling. He went to
work on the family farm at an early
age and developed an avid love for
horses. At age 20, he set out in the
world and came home from his first
trip with a team of horses. That started
his horse-trading career, which made
him famous in Upstate New York.
He became rather wealthy from his
horse trades and went into business
as a banker on Main Street in Homer,
dealing in mortgages and real estate.
Legend has it that he would stop his
banking business 15 or 20 times a
day to make horse trades with farmers who had come to the Village of
Homer. He was also a great storyteller,
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Second Annual
Homer History
Celebration
June 11-13, 2015
This celebration honors and highlights
the rich heritage of the village and
town of Homer, NY
Events will include:
Thurs, June 11, 6-8pm: History Fair at
Homer Intermediate School
Friday, June12: Exhibits, book signings, historic building tours and window display judging
Presentations:
- “Pottery Manufacturing in Homer”
- “Lincoln and Civil Liberties in War
Time”: Presenter, Honorable Frank
Williams, Lincoln Expert
- Lincoln: The Constitution and Civil
War Exhibit (Living History Museum)
Saturday June 13: Exhibits, book
signings, walking tours.
- 200th Birthday Celebration of origi
nal home of David Hannum, Cardiff
Giant replica on display, book sign
ing, walking tour of David Hannum’s
Homer, (80 So, Main St.) Lincoln:
- “The Constitution and Civil War”
Exhibit (Living History Museum),
- Ice Cream Social (Brewster House)
Homer Farmer’s Market
Make sure you start your visit at The
Homer History Center in the Key
Bank building (25 S. Main St) for more
information and updates on times and
locations or call Roger: 607-227-1582
and could often be found at the barbershop on Main Street, telling yarns.
He was good friends with Judge John
Rankin, former mayor of Binghamton,
who is thought to be the prototype for
young John Lennox in the book.
Continued on page 8
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at the Homer Fire Station

Thursday: Family Fun Night
Friday: “Aiken Heart” Band
Saturday: Bluegrass on the Green 12 - 6
Parade at 6:00
CNY Favorite “Country Swagg”” at 8:00
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