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To the Editor:
As an organizing member of
Homer Community Gardens, I
wish to address the proposed
location for a new village office
building at the site of our community garden. I am a bit disconcerted by the incidental reference to
its ‘relocation’ in the October 22,
2015 news article in The Homer
News. Protecting the continuity
of the garden and all that it does
for our village is my first concern.
Foot by foot, this seemingly
modest garden space is full of
village activity. Every local school
has taken significant part in life of
the garden. The Homer Nursery
School makes regular spring and
fall visits for the children to plant
and harvest, and their families
enjoy the garden through the summer. For most years, the entire
second grade has come to the
garden for a wonderful visit and
interaction with our gardeners.
One year, they planted flowers
everywhere; another, they filled
the garden with artwork. Homer
Intermediate students also contributed art and gardened all last
summer with us. Our signs have
been painted by Homer students
too. Each spring, Homer High
School seniors give us their community service hours. It is utterly
amazing to see a half dozen
eighteen year olds work together
with a half dozen old folk on crisp
Saturday mornings to prepare
the beds and pathways and to
help with carpentry and landscaping upgrades. We all swap
snacks and school stories and
favorite music and life dreams.
These exchanges are perhaps
the most wonderful things our
garden grows, and they happen
in a special way because of the
garden.
Of course, we do grow an
immoderate amount of good vegetables too, and lovely flowers.
Our “nibbler’s garden” is specifically available for anyone
to partake in. Over the years,
we also have collaborated with
the Senior Center, Sustainable
Cortland, Seven Valleys Health

Coalition, Common Ground, and
some other local groups. We
keep connections alive at the
personal level that might not exist
otherwise and help to inform and
support people’s efforts to live
healthfully. We also have played
an important role for people handling transitions such as moving
to the village, moving from a
house with yard to an apartment,
experiencing family changes, and
raising children. I think it is important to recognize that our garden
is fairly fluid. There are some
community members who garden year after year, but there are
also people who garden for a few
years with us because the community garden community can
provide something they need.
They are always most grateful
and I am convinced that this garden has a very important community role in this way.
Admittedly, in dollar figures the
community garden might appear
incidental. It has been built and
maintained entirely with private
donations, totaling just over
$2,000 to date. However, similar
gardens have been built nearby
for upwards of $10,000, and any
relocation of our mature garden
could actually cost much more.
Indeed, Homer’s investment in
its garden is incalculable in dollar figures because this garden
has been built over the years
with time, tools, energy, supplies,
imagination, and expertise, all
donated generously and repeatedly by Homer residents of all
ages and neighborhoods. Any
proposed alternate use for our
garden site should respect this
substantial community investment as well as its rich and widespread returns.
We cost the village nothing in
taxes, but anyone can come and
grow wonderful things in Homer
Community Gardens. It’s one of
the good things about living here.

Former Mayor
Seeks Support
to Protest New
Village Office
Building
To the Editor:
While it was not a surprise, it was
a disappointment that the Village
of Homer has chosen a location
for their offices. The expenditure
for the new building is certainly
a factor, but more of a concern
is that, with the trend in both
business and government today
to consolidate, no thought has
been given to the potential benefits from a common location for
these two municipalities. Even
Onondaga County and the City
of Syracuse are discussing ways
to consolidate their operations.
Consolidation doesn’t necessarily mean merger. The Town
of Homer has been open to the
return of the Village to the Town
Hall building, having had the
Village office there for decades.
To me, it’s unlikely a business
would move its location to another site if allergies constituted the
basis of the move. In the Homer
Town Hall’s case, other offices :
Town, Assessor, Senior Citizens,
Court- have remained open
at the site with no problems.
We do propose a petition
from Village residents designed
to express the disappointment
residents feel for Board’s decisions on the continued separation. Ed Finkbeiner has proposed a meeting at the Town
Hall Senior Center, Saturday,
November 7, between 10 am
and 2 pm, to enlist volunteers to
call on neighbors for signatures.
I hope Village residents, many of
whom object to the choice of the
location for the office, will let the
Board know with their signatures.
Mary Alice Bellardini

Elaine A. Norris

Roast Pork Dinner
with all “the fixin’s”

Saturday, November 14, 5 -7 pm
Continuous Serving - No Reservations Needed - Take-outs Available

Homer Congregational Church

6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW2QWKH*UHHQ+RPHU1<
Please use entrance off the rear parking lot
$GXOW&KLOGUHQDQGXQGHU)UHH

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be Nov. 19, 2015. DEADLINE: for ads and news is
Nov. 11, 2015
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Attention
Village
Residents
Are you concerned that the
village is about to squander your hard earned taxes
for an ill-conceived and
not needed new village
hall? If so, then please
attend a meeting in the
Senior Center between 10
am and 2 pm on Saturday
November 7th to discuss
and plan on how to stop
the waste of your money
on an unnecessary new village hall.
Homer Village Citizens for Better
Government

EVENTS
CALENDAR
November 7 - Saturday
Vintage Snowmobile Show & Swap
Meet. 9-3 @ CNY Living History Center.
Fun, awards, food, 50/50, door prizes
and more.
November 7 – Saturday
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held from 8am to 1:00pm, at the
Homer 1st United Methodist Church, 16
Cayuga Street(on the Green). A Double
Red Cell Collection unit will be available
at this drive for type A-,B-,AB-, and O.
Anyone who wishes to donate should
call and make an appointment at
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to: www.redcrossblood.org Folks with appointments
are given first priority, but walk-ins are
welcome.
Nov. 8 – Sunday
“FIRST FROST” FLEA MARKET
Dryden Fire Hall 9 am to 3 pm Free
Admission Antiques & Collectibles Vintage Bottles, Glassware, Paper
Items, Books, Records, Toys, Jewelry,
Stoneware and more!! Finger Lakes
Bottle Collectors
November 14 – Saturday
Roast Pork Dinner with all the fixin’s.
Homer Congregational Church. 5-7 pm.
Continuous serving, No reservations
needed, Take-outs available. Use parking lot entrance.
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines. Nov. 11, 2015 for the Nov. 19,
2015 issue.

Our Readers Write

Objection to
Building New
Village Office
Dear Editor:
At the Homer Village building
committee meeting on October
13th, it was recommended that a
new Village Hall should be built
on the Fulton Street property
owned by the village. The exact
dimensions of the building have
not yet been determined. It was
suggested that a simple metal
commercial building should be
erected on a concrete slab.
Several issues come to mind
about the unnecessary hurry and
lack of community involvement in
the design and placement of the
building.
Moving the Community Garden
may seem simpler than tearing
down the fire department’s building and moving basketball courts,
but the Community Gardens are
one of the most productive community spaces we have. Every
local school has made a significant contribution to the Gardens.
Moving the gardens will be costly
and disruptive.
Other costs that need to be
considered include: the secure
document vault and its installation, heating, ventilation and air
conditioning, furnishings, building insurance, parking lot development and maintenance, landscaping, utilities installation, plus
all the other surprise costs of a
new building. Concerns about
lead contamination remediation
costs associated from 1940’s
manufacturing on the proposed
location must also be considered.
We could probably erect
a basic building for somewhere between $220,000 and
$320,000. According to the last
budget, our village reserve fund
has grown over the years to
around $270,000. The building
cost estimate does not include
the additional items mentioned
above or the cost to move the
Community Gardens. My estimate is that the total cost may be

between $500,000 and $750,000.
Our taxes will need to be raised.
There may be a state grant to
help at some point but no grant
has been identified and we all
understand that state grants come
directly from our NYS taxes.
Another important issue is
the desirability of having a commercial metal building on a side
street that will be identified as the
image of the Village of Homer. If a
modern commercial look is what
the community wants, then we
may no long need historic zoning
on Main Street. But I doubt that.
Because so many people admire
and appreciate our historic look,
it is crucial that the Village offices
maintain an appropriate appearance. The Village should develop
property that fits with the image
that Homer wants to perpetuate.
This is a vibrant, classy, historic
village in which people want to
shop and to live. A commercial
metal building surely does not
further that image.
Our mayor and trustees have
a fiduciary duty to act in the
best interests of the residents of
Homer.
But our current trustees, except
one, and our mayor have decided
that they know what is best and
they have declared that the community must go along with their
plans.
Before we spend over
$500,000, the village residents
must have input into the final
decision. Please note that the
option to move our Village offices
back to their natural home in the
Town Hall is still open.
I plan to distribute a petition in
the Village of Homer asking the
Trustees to authorize a vote by
the village residents on these
issues.
We will hold an organizing meeting in the Homer Senior Center
on Saturday, November 7, from
10 am to 2 pm. If you would like
to help acquire signatures, please
join us. A petition and a fact sheet
will be available.
Let your voices be heard.
Ed Finkbeiner

Writer Supports
Smaller Office
Building
To the Editor;
It was reported in the October
22 issue of The Homer News that
the Village building committee
recently met to discuss plans for a
new office building for the village.
The article stated that two options
are under consideration. One is a
30’ by 80’ building at an estimated
cost of $220,000 and the other is a
40’ x 100’ building at an estimated
cost of $320,000.
I believe the cost difference
between the two is an important
issue. It is well known that the
Village of Homer taxpayers already
carry a heavy property tax burden.
To raise taxes in order to cover additional expenses generated by the
larger building and its furnishings as
proposed by the building committee
would be a mistake in my opinion.
As Mayor Suits emphasized during
her reelection campaign the village
has a limited tax base. In addition,
she claimed a sizeable segment
of our taxpayers are seniors living
on fixed incomes. By themselves,
these two factors shed a bad light
on any proposed tax increases.
Added to them is the challenge – as
reviewed by Mayor Suits when she
campaigned – of the future replacement and/or repair of has largely
received minimal treatment to date.
Viewed together these realities have
significant implications for our future
tax bills.
We do not need to entertain the
luxury of a larger building when
one which accommodates the village office and functions needs is
adequate. There are already spaces
throughout the village with meeting
rooms large enough to hold 100
people. Any of the three schools, the
Center for the Arts and the community building behind the fire station
are sources which come to mind.
Why, then, does a new office building need such a room?
I strongly urge the building committee to be practical by recommending the 30’ by 80’ building to
the Village Trustees.
Sincerely,
Janet Steck

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 until 1:00
and the 3rd Thursday during
the summer months of May to
September from 6:00 until 7:30
pm. Walk-ins are welcome. For
information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The Cortland County Junior Holstein Club Invites
You to Their Annual Pancake Breakfast!
When: Sunday, December 6, 2015 ~ Time: 8-11
Where: Cortland Elks
9 Groton Ave
Cortland, NY
Cost: $6.00 ~ 5 and Under Free
Proceeds go towards funding agricultural education trips,
NYS Jr. Holstein Convention, and the National Holstein Convention
which will be in Saratoga, NY this summer. We hope to see you there!

Olde
Homer House
Invites you to our Annual

Holiday Open House
November 5, 6, 7 and 8
Thursday & Friday 10am to 6pm
Saturday 10am to 5pm ~ Sunday 12pm to 4pm

(nMoy 20 oII our (ntire Holiday &olleFtion
 %yers· &hoiFe &arolers  :illoZ Tree Angels
 8niTue Santas, SnoZmen & Angels  *arlands & :reaths
 'eForative Trees in All Shapes & Sizes
 Holiday /inens & So MuFh More
5 S. Main St. Homer, N<  7560750
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Curmudgeons Anonymous
Most of the time, I’m annoyed. I find
the foibles of humanity irritating. I’m
fairly good at pretending I have none
myself. But then right when I’m on the
verge of being a total misanthrope,
my shortcomings announce themselves
like a coyote howling at the moon. And
the people around me actually accept
them. It makes it hard to be a curmudgeon some days.
Like the other day I said to the teen
filmmakers in my no nonsense librarian
voice – “no more taking library keys or
the camera and not putting them back.”
And they all smiled and said, “Sure,
Priscilla, whatever you say.”
The library staff often leaves me notes;
about the things I forgot to do, the things
I should have done, the things I have to
do. All of which would normally irritate
me, except lately they’ve been addressing those notes, “To the Queen.” This is
probably just buttering me up so I don’t
“shoot the messenger.” But I have to
admit it does work. Enough so that I
wonder if sweet people might actually
be on to something.
And then the other day I confessed
to the library board a slip-up I’d made,
and they laughed and said, “Proves
you’re human.” I appreciated the forgiveness for my mistake, but proving I
was human was not my goal. But there
it was, smack in my face. I’m human
like all the other annoying people in the
world. And some of those people are
actually willing to accept my humanity
and cut me some slack!
It’s like being in a twelve step program. Step One is to admit I’m human
and I’m going to be a human all my life.
No matter how much that fact annoys
me.
I have no plans to leave Step
One anytime soon. The shock of being
human is going to take a while to adjust
to. I’ve spent all of my life thinking I
wasn’t really human. But as the saying
goes - “Be yourself, unless you can be
a dragon. Then be a dragon.” So, I’m
human, until I figure out how to be a
dragon, a very curmudgeonly dragon.
Who breathes fire.
In the meantime the Curmudgeons
Anonymous group will be meeting at
the library on the fifth Tuesday of each
month. If you are irritated by the humanity of yourself and your fellow human
beings, feel free to join us. We can deal
with the trauma of discovering we are
“only human” together.

What’s New at the Library?
Pre-School Story Time
Pre-School Story Time with Miss
Alexa is Wednesday mornings at 10:30
am. Please remember there are no programs on snow days or school holidays.
Upcoming themes are:
Nov. 4th – Planes, Trains, and Cars
Nov. 11th – No program
Nov. 18th – Music
Nov. 25th – No program

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is Wednesdays
at 3:15 pm. Miss Alexa will be offering a fun program with stories, crafts,
games, and songs. There are no programs on snow days or school holidays.
Upcoming themes are:
Nov. 4th – Planes, Trains, and Cars
Nov. 11th – No program
Nov. 18th – Riddles and Puns

Nov. 25th – No program

Knitting at the MakerSpace
The knitting group will be meeting
on the first Wednesday of each month
at 3:30 pm. The group is open to all
ages and all levels of expertise, from
beginners to long time knitters. If you
love to knit, or want to learn how, be
sure to join the fun. The next meeting is
Wednesday, Nov. 4th.

Demo Night at the
MakerSpace
Join Drew, our tech wizard, on
Tuesday, Nov. 17th at 6:30 pm for a
demonstration on how to use TinkerCad
to design your own 3-D prints. And then
sign up for a time to use the 3-D printer
to have your own wizardry come to life.
Or at least be in 3-D. Sign up at the
library. Space is limited to sign up early.

Teen Writers’ Group and Film
Club
If you are between 6th and 12th grade
and love to write, or make movies, consider joining the Teen Writers’ Group, or
Teen Film Club.
The Teen Film club meets Tuesdays
from 3:30 until 5:00 pm. This club focuses on creating movies, including writing
screen plays, setting up scenes, performing, and editing a finished product.
The Teen Writers group meets
Thursdays from 3:30 until 5:00 pm.
Along with working on all aspects of
writing from plotting, character development, dialogue and setting, the group
also reads and discusses novels from a
writing perspective.
Both groups are open to any interested writers or budding filmmakers.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. During the summer
months, they are available Mondays
from 3-5 pm to help you with downloading e-materials and other computer questions. Call ahead to make an
appointment, or drop by.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The library board meeting is the third
Monday of each month. The November
meeting will be Monday, Nov. 16th at 7
pm in the Community Meeting Room.
Meetings are open to the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.

Cornerstones from the Cortland Academy and the Homer
Academy Union School. These are located at the base
of the flagpole at the Homer Elementary School at the
Village Green.
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Homer History

Saturday at Center for
the Arts:
California Guitar Trio

By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

The Great Cortland Rotary Hijinks of 1921
Installment Two of a series.
Because of the enthusiastic response to
the installments recently appearing here
about the driving of the Ku Klux Klan out of
Cortland County in 1924 by District Attorney
Albert Haskell, Jr., allow me to share with
you another story about Haskell. This, too,
involves the Klan but almost two and a
half years before the courtroom drama.
This involved a well-staged series of dramatic stunts that reveals another side to
the character of the 30 year old Haskell
and something about the times in which he
lived. This account was researched from
news clippings, copies of letters, and “The
Klan Episode” written in longhand by Albert
Haskell – all found in a scrapbook that the
man had created and his descendants have
kept.

The newspapers published full
accounts of the elaborate prank that
Albert Haskell, Jr. had scripted and
played upon his fellow Rotarians on the
night of September 28, 1921. Ironically,
however, the Binghamton and Syracuse
papers reported that all had been arrested. Cortland County Sheriff Christman
found it necessary to publish that it was
really a hoax.
But the story does not end here. Oh,
no, like the Energizer Rabbit, the prank
just kept on going. It seemed to take on
a life of its own. As D.A.-elect Albert
Haskell, Jr. later wrote:
“We had enjoyed so much fun during
the episode that I couldn’t let it die…
so I conceived the idea to have a little
more fun. A nephew of mine resided
in Ridgewood, NJ, a few miles from
Paterson, so I began writing letters to
him purporting to come from the Klan.
He [in turn] would mail the letters in
Paterson so they came [to Cortland] in
a regular way through the mail. Being
secretary and a member of the Board of
Directors [of Rotary], I was in a position
to keep the pot boiling which I did for
about three weeks….”
The first letter to the secretary of
the Cortland Rotary Club was dated
October 1, 1921, from the King Kleagle
of the Klu Klux Klan of Patterson, NJ.
“Dear Sir: We have just received [a
news clipping] which we believe has
tended to subject our wonderful organization to ridicule and disgrace…. In
the spirit of fairness, which is one of the
dominant characteristics of our great
organization…we will hold this matter
in abeyance for five days…. You must
realize that your members individually
and collectively are liable to damages …

for libel and slander…. Unless we hear
from you within five days we shall refer
the matter to our nearest attorney to
proceed at once against the members
of the Cortland Rotary Club… Yours for
fair play,….”
The whole Cortland-Homer area
was pulled into this second phase of
the prank. The Cortland Standard for
October 1, 1921, reported: “Rotary
Club hears from the Ku Klux Klan.”
“Coming like a bolt from a clear
sky was a message received by the
Cortland Rotary Club from an official of
the Ku Klux Klan in Patterson, NJ. The
bomb dropped right in the middle of the
weekly luncheon program when it was
read by the secretary. That some of the
members took it seriously was evident
when one of the members stood up and
announced that he washed his hands
of all blame and declared emphatically that he would shoulder none of the
responsibility.
Merle Nye took some flash pictures of
the Klansmen. He put them in his drug
store window. His landlord, a Rotarian,
ordered him to move the pictures or
lose his license. Some of the members sought legal advice. Paul Kelley
who was attorney for the Brockway
Company contacted the Brockway representative at Paterson to verify the box
number and check on the Kleagle.”
The Club’s Board of Directors authorized secretary Haskell to send a letter
on October 7th disavowing the Klan’s
charges. Shortly, the “Klan” in Paterson
sent Albert Haskell, Jr., attorney at law,
a letter stating “we consider your letter vague, indefinite, evasive, and an
insult.” The letter specifically charged
Professor M. W. Samson of Ithaca “did
knowingly and willfully and unlawfully
impersonate our esteemed imperial
wizard….” He read “at the request of
the [Cortland] Committee…to members
of your Club what purported to be an
official proclamation of the…principles
and the secrets of the Ku Klux Klan.”
“You also appropriated to yourselves
and used in your ceremony the official
insignia of the Klan, viz, ‘The flaming
cross,’ and also used our official Ku
Klux Klan robes, which are protected
by copyright…under the laws of the
State of Georgia.” “Now you Yanks can
see that…we mean business. No more
evasion or hot air, or we will take matters in our own hands.”

To be continued….

HOMER, NY -- If you are up for a variety
of vintage rock, tender instrumentals,
a Morricone movie theme, some Dave
Brubeck, even a bit of Beethoven -- all
from three guitars, you won’t want to
miss the performance of the California
Guitar Trio, Saturday November 7th at
the Center for the Arts of Homer (doors
open at 7:00PM). Tickets are available
at Center4Art.org or via phone 607-7494900. Adults: $28; Seniors: $23; Students
(18+): $15; 18 and under: Free.
The California Guitar Trio’s unrelenting
passion for following the muse has served
it well. The acoustic group’s fearless,
multi-genre explorations have driven 14
albums and nearly 1,500 gigs across its
21-year career. It has also proven that
a zero-compromise musical approach
can yield an ever-expanding audience.
Comprised of Bert Lams, Hideyo Moriya,
and Paul Richards, the group crisscrosses
the universes of rock, classical, jazz,
and world music in its performances and
recordings.
The trio met while participating in Robert
Fripp’s Guitar Craft courses in 1987.
They first toured together as part of
Fripp’s League of Crafty Guitarists, an
orchestra of acoustic players that served as
exponents of the King Crimson founder’s
teachings, compositions, and performance
approach. In 1991, they founded the
California Guitar Trio, which initially
gained notoriety opening for the likes of
King Crimson, John McLaughlin, and
David Sylvian. They have fans in high
places too: the crew of the Space Shuttle
Endeavour used their pieces as wake-up
music.
Recent years have found the group
working with the Montreal Guitar Trio.
The acts perform both independently and
in a dazzling six-guitar format during
gigs. They play arrangements of each

Benson Davis Insurance
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other’s material, as well as innovative
takes on rock standards. The collaboration
has also yielded the concert recording
+Live [CGT 2011].
Their performance may bounce between
classical and rock, for the California
Guitar Trio celebrates more than 20 years
of playing together. The musicians move
between musical genres without missing
a beat, stringing together different styles
of music both from song to song and
within the same tune like master artisans
creating an intricate beaded necklace.
Their innate ability to shift musical genres
without hesitation and talent at adapting
pieces to guitar is amazing, as seen in
their adaptations of Bach’s “Prelude” and
“Toccata and Fugue.” They also have no
trouble recreating a full-band sound as
well, as heard in their versions of Queen’s
“Bohemian Rhapsody” and the Ventures
classic “Walk, Don’t Run,” which took
on a new life while staying true to the
original tunes.
The best part of the California Guitar
Trio live experience is simply watching
it perform. The quality of musicianship
and technical skill present in this group is
simply astonishing.
Tickets are available at Center4Art.
org or via phone 607-749-4900.
Before the concert, the Dashers
Preshow at the Center features
Cortland native, Greg Podaliak.
The California Guitar Trio is sponsored by Geologic (Homer, NY) and
our season sponsors: CoffeeMania,
Cortland Voice, The Cortland Beer
Company, Edward Jones Financial
Advisor Jim Hopkins, WXHC 101.5
FM, The Cayuga Radio Group, and
Linani’s Catering/The Sherman House
Restaurant.

Center for the Arts
Fall Schedule
Saturday, November 28th
Amy Helm & the Handsome Strangers
Dasher’s Preshow at 7:00pm: Maddy,
Mike & Ted
Saturday, December 5th
Eileen Ivers’ Christmas Concert

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

We Care About Our Community

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

Please check our website for our
complete schedule.
Unless otherwise noted, all Main Stage concerts
begin at 8:00pm, with the Dasher’s
Preshow beginning shortly after
7:00pm. Tickets are available at center4art.org or via phone 607-749-4900.
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Greater Homer Retail Partnership Raises
Funds for Breast Cancer Patients

Front: Debbie Nadolski (Cortland Memorial Foundation), Jodi Terwilliger (Greater Homer Retail Partnership), Julie Niederhofer (Cortland Memorial Foundation.
Back: Debbie Williams (Village Food Market), Renee Neiderman (Bev's), Linda Pearson (A Kaleidoscope of Quilts), Carol Holl (Beads and Beyond), Megan
Wiliams (Prima Salon), Jackie May (Olde Homer House).
The other members not present are: Doc McQuade (Lily Lanetree), Sue Sandy (Key Bank), Sylvia Nye (The Crawl Space), Rob Garrison (Homer Men’s and
Boys’)

Cortland Memorial Foundation recently received a donation from
The Greater Homer Retail Partnership for the support of Breast
Cancer patients. The group raised over $700 during their special
fundraising event, “Together We Can Make a Difference!”, with a portion of the October 15th sales given to the Foundation in support of
Cortland Regional Medical Center and its mission.
These funds will be used as gift cards to be given to qualified breast
cancer patients to cover extra out-of-pocket, non-medical expenses
they incur while undergoing diagnosis and treatment for their Breast

Cancer. These expenses may include: gasoline and other transportation costs for medical appointments, nutritional supplements, and
over-the-counter medical and wound supplies.
The Foundation thanks The Greater Homer Retail Partnership for
this gift and appreciates their fundraising efforts for this special cause!
For more information on other breast cancer support programs
offered at Cortland Regional Medical Center, please contact Julie
Niederhofer, Cancer Nurse Navigator, at 756-3165 or Cortland
Memorial Foundation at 756-3757.
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The Halloween Circus

The Clune family of North Main Street in Homer really
got into the circus spirit of Halloween this year. The
entire family of 5 turned their side yard into a circus
with a "Dunk the Mermaid" tank (featuring daughter
Kaitlyn), a "high wire" act, bean bag toss, "pong"
game and a cut-out banner where young and old alike
could pose as a "strong man" or a trapeze artist.
Several friends (adult and youth) participated in setting up the circus and performing. Even the family
dogs were in costume.
On this page, Kaitlyn is waiting patiently for someone
to hit the "target" that will send her into the not-sowarm water; one of the performers is warming up
for the "high wire"; and a passerby was adventerous
enough to put his face with the anatomically grotesque body of the "strong man".
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Comes to Homer
Pat "P.T. Barnum" Clune (below) gets ready to start the
show while daughter Kaitlyn and a friend (right) "clown
around" while waiting for the audience to show up.
There was abundant candy prizes for all who played
the games, and the family is already planning next
year's theme. It will be one to not miss.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
x
x
x
x

Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care Injury Reduction/Prevention Training
Manual Hands on CaUH Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals
Spinal Decompression
x Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!
Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com
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A building that is:

t&GmDJFOU
t$PNGPSUBCMF
t%VSBCMF
t-PX.BJOUFOBODF
t*NQBDU3FTJTUBOU
POST FRAME
$JULFXOWXUDO&RPPHUFLDO(TXHVWULDQ6ROLG&RUH&RQVWUXFWLRQ
$GYDQWDJHVRI3RVW)UDPH&RVWVDYLQJVLQ0DWHULDOV/DERU(QHUJ\

Over 30 years experience in the construction industry
Don Richards
General Manager

CCC

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

Ted Renninger
Construction Manager

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

Cell: 607-745-7779
Office: 607-749-7770
Fax: 607-749-7239

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
HANDYMAN SERVICES
Shane's
Handyman
Service
-Lawn Mowing, Staining, Painting,
Landscaping, Fall Cleanups, Junk
Removal, Pressure Washing houses,
decks , Driveway Sealing, Cleanouts
Gutter Cleaning, Mulching, Trimming
shrubs, Roof Coating, Much More.
Fully Insured, Reasonable Rates. 607(11b15)
299-4676 Leave Message.

FREE
Spinet Piano - FREE Good condition,
needs tuning. You pick up. Call 607591-1351
11a15

MASSAGE
Relieve Stress - Call Ruth for a relaxY availing massage. 315-243-3088. Now
able at Prima Salon - 19 N. Main St.
Homer
12a15

MAKE OFFER
53 - 33 1/3 LP Albums - 50's, 60's 70's
Best Offer. Call 607-591-1351
11b15

WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable
gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003 for
appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers, 8
Main Street, downtown Cortland.

ACROSS
1. Laugh at with contempt
6. *Veterans Day stems from this war
9. *Hand-to-hand combat weapon
13. Par on a short golf hole
14. Immeasurable period
15. Gossipmonger
16. Triangular road sign
17. “M*A*S*H” character
18. *Commander’s instruction
19. *a.k.a. American flag
21. *Like soldier honored at certain tombs
23. Present plural of “be”
24. Acer, e.g.
25. Unit of electric current
28. Yearn or pine
30. *Traditional time for moment of silence
35. Luau souvenirs
37. Salad prep
39. Kidney problem
40. Cut or carve a design
41. Chose instead
43. High school breakout
44. Measure of alcohol
46. Republic of Ireland
47. Glorify
48. John Cusack’s time machine, 2010
50. Irena Cara’s 1980 hit
52. Fleur-de-___
53. Snoopy
55. Argo propeller
57. *Washington or Carter
61. *Key’s composition
64. 3-line poem
65. *Between “ready” and “fire”
67. Well-____ machine
69. Skier’s mecca
70. Winter glider
71. Unnerve
72. East India Company wares
73. Part of H.M.S.
74. T in Ferrari TR

DOWN
1. Hog haven
2. Like a “Vogue” ad
3. Three-layer cookie
4. Jolly good one
5. Indiana’s head gear
6. What one does at the altar
7. Court or solicit
8. Bring upon oneself
9. “Where the Red ____ Grows”
10. *Vietnam, on the ____china Peninsula
11. One-pot meal
12. Mountain lake
15. Bumpkins
20. Right-hand page
22. Denotes maiden last name
24. Bear witness
25. First in Hebrew alphabet
26. First M in MGM
27. Lace loop
29. *Honorary veteran, GI Bob
31. And elsewhere
32. Singing part
33. Boredom
34. Required things
36. *Marksmanship Badge denotes a good one
38. “Que Sera ____”
42. Evil one
45. Charity race
49. Flapper’s feathers
51. Have dinner at a restaurant
54. URL sign
56. *River Allies crossed in Invasian of Germany
57. Stairway to river in India
58. *”At ____, soldier”
59. Australian palm
60. Adds to or augments
61. Gulf V.I.P.
62. They have oval leaves that come to a point
63. Source of protein
66. *Veterans Day Proclamation signer
68. Genetic stuff

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

“FIRST FROST”

CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker

Antiques & Collectibles

FLEA MARKET

Dryden Fire Hall
6XQGD\1RYDPWRSP

Free
Admission

Elizabeth Brewster House

Sally Brown Kurtz

Vintage Bottles, Glassware, Paper Items,
Books, Records, Toys, Jewelry,
Stoneware and more!!

)LQJHU/DNHV%RWWOH&ROOHFWRUV www.fingerlakescollecting.org

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator

4b16
11b15

Kathy’s Cleaning
&

mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Reiki Master-Stress Reduction-Relaxation-Craniosacral Therapy
Therapeutic Touch-Personalized Hypnosis Sessions
Smoking Cessation-Provider for Cancer Connects Therapy Program

OrganiZing

Moira McMahon RNBC
Healing Arts Network



Kathy Grummons

607.745.4325

please call

607-662-4557

1a16

5b16

Services offered at The Dharma Center . 55 Port Watson St Cortland

and Acupuncture Chiropractic Center . 75 East Court Street Cortland

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

3b15

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12b15

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building

11b15
12B15

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852

11b15

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
315.696.8918

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
13b15
12B15

12b15

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

(607) 749-5649

607.756.4307

www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

Climate controlled available at Luker Road
A

Loyalty

Selfless Service

Honor

Duty

Respect

Integrity
Personal Courage

8b15
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Homer American Legion
Hosts State Leaders

James Yermas

On Saturday, October 31,
the Homer American Legion
Post was host to James
Yermas, State of New York
Commander of the American
Legion;
Jan
Mahoney,
American Legion Auxiliary
Department
President
of the State of New York;
and Joseph
SantaCroce,
Detachment Commander,
Sons of the American Legion,
Detachment of New York.
The 3 state officers
addressed a gathering of
members from Homer, took a
tour of the CNY Living History
Center, and later were guests
at a dinner at the Cortland
American Legion Post.
Yermas is from the Town
of Florida in Montgomery
County. He served in the U.S.

Jan Mahoney

Army from 1966 to 1969 and
has been a member of the
American Legion for 47 years.
As State Commander he is
working to improve the public's image of the American
Legion from the stereotype of
old men sitting around drinking. The American Legion
is very active in sponsoring
youth programs. Throughout
the state and country, the
American Legion sponsors
youth baseball teams and
leagues, oratorical contests,
Boys' State, boy Scouts and
child welfare programs.
Additionally, there is
a strong outreach program
to veterans to make them
aware of programs that are
available to them, especially
medical treatments. The total

contributions from the NY
Department of the American
Legion was $264,073. Of that
amount, $142,357 went to the
National Emergency Fund to
aid displaced legion families.
$57,724 went to the Legacy
Scholarship Fund, $42,975
went to Operation Comfort
Warrior, and $21,051 went
to Child Welfare Foundation,
providing grants to non-profits
that help children.
Mahoney is from Rhinebeck,
NY. Her mission this year is
to provide information to Viet
Nam era soldiers who may
be suffering from the effects
of Agent Orange. Benefits
are also available to families
of veterans who were affected by Agent Orange, so the
Auxiliary is trying to reach any

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!

Joseph L. SantaCroce

of those who may be suffering
from illnesses caused by the
chemical. The Auxiliary sponsor's Girls' State and supports
the activities of the American
Legion.
SantaCroce is a resident
of Brooklyn, NY and his father
was a veteran. There are
more than 29,000 members
in New York State. The Sons
group provides over $360,000
nationwide for flag ceremonies. They provide assistance
to VA Hospitals and Homes.
There are 13 VA hospitals and
5 Homes in New York State.
The Sons provide equipment
for the hospitals and homes
that is not provided for by the
federal government.
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