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Readers
Write
Clune to Seek
Village Board Seat
To the Editor:
To Republican Voters,
On Thursday, 21 January 2016 at
7:00 P.M. in the Homer Senior Center
there will be a Republican Caucus
for the upcoming Village elections.
I intend to submit my name to run
for one of the two Trustee positions
that will be open and look forward to
discussing my views and reasons for
doing so.
Please turn out so you can hear
directly from the candidates.
Sincerely,
Patrick Clune

Finkbeiner to Run

Obituaries
Schuyler W. “Bill” Dillon
Schuyler W. “Bill” Dillon, 91 of Homer NY, passed away on January 3, 2016 at
Cortland Regional Medical Center. He was born in East Syracuse, NY on July 13,
1924 a son of the late Schuyler and Mary O’Connor Dillon.
Bill was a graduate of Homer Academy and a four letter athlete. He also played
baseball for the United States Army on the West Coast during World War II before
going to the South Pacific where he served in New Guinea, Morotoi, and the
Philippines.
After the war he learned the barber trade and operated his own shop for 26
years. Bill then worked at SUNY Cortland, retiring in 1989. Recently he has been a
courier for Cortland Regional Medical Center. He was a member of St. Margaret’s
Church and the Homer American Legion for over sixty years.
Bill is survived by his wife, the former Janice Ayers; daughter in law Shirley
Dillon; grandchildren Scott (Erin) Dillon of Hilliard OH; Adam Dillon of Jamestown
NY; Andrew Dillon of New Orleans LA; Kolya Zabler and Cait Zabler of NJ; two
great grandchildren Amelia and Eleanor Dillon of Hilliard OH; his brother James
Dillon of Homer; several nieces and nephews and cousins.
In addition to his parents he was predeceased by his children Michael, Steven,
John Dillon and Anne Zabler.
A Mass of Christian burial was celebrated at St. Margaret’s Church, Homer, NY,
with Fr. Paul Alciati officiating. Burial followed the funeral service in St. Mary’s
Cemetery, Cortland, NY.
In addition to speaking with Bill after the Memorial Day ceremonies for the past
few years, we had the pleasure of an afternoon conversation with Bill a couple of
years ago. He was truly a kind gentleman. We discussed his years in the Army,
the many heads of hair he cut, and the people in the village he knew all of his life.
There are very few World War II veterans left, and we regret that we didn’t get to
record more of Bill’s story before he left us. RIP.

Dear Republican Voters in Homer
Village:
I need your help. I intend to run
for Trusee in the Village of Homer.
In order to do that, I need registered Republicans to attend the caucus and vote for me on Thursday,
January 21, at 7 PM in the Homer
Senior Center.
At the December 2015 Homer
Village Board of Trustees meeting,
voters opposed to building a new
Village Hall presented a petition to
the Mayor and Trustees. If you elect
me as a Village Trustee, the 626
voters who signed that petition will
be heard. I need your support at the
caucus in order to be placed on the
ballot. I will then need your vote in
the March 15th general election.
If elected I will ensure that your
voice will be heard.
Thank you for your support,

NOTICE TO VILLAGE OF HOMER RESIDENTS
As per Village code 228-250: there shall be no automobiles or
other vehicles parked between the house and the street line
on any residential lot, except in a driveway, and not between
the curbline and the sidewalk.
As per Village code 194-3A: It shall be the responsibility of the
owner of land in the village to keep any sidewalks thereon free
of ice and snow, holes, obstructions or other conditions
hazardous to users of the sidewalk and in good repair.
Property owners and occupants must remove snow and
remedy ice conditions within 24 hours of snowfall or occurrence
of hazardous condition.
Please be courteous and abide by these code provisions. The
code provisions above will be strictly enforced for the safety all
residents.
Please do your part and take care of your property.

Ed Finkbeiner

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

Village Food Market, Phillips Free Library, Homer
Men’s and Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's, Oh
My Goodness Health Foods, Edgewood Bakery,
Lucky Kitchen, Key Bank, Sherman House, Homer
Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins,
Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl Space, Dandy Mart,
Uncle Tom's Deli, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive
In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's
Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center,
Steve & Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Homer
Village Office, Antiques on James.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

ADVERTISING:
To place an ad in The Homer News,
phone 607.749.2613; email: editor@
thehomernews.com

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, unbiased
community service and forum.

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

We Care About Our Community

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be Jan. 28, 2016. DEADLINE: for ads and news is
Jan. 19, 2016
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Homer History

Spotlight on
Business

By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

The Woman’s Place
Recently, I was discussing with a
reader of my column about the daunting difficulties faced by the women who
were part of the early settlement of
the Town of Homer in the 1790s. The
responsibilities shouldered by women
in any era have been challenging, but
due to modern conveniences that we
take for granted we lose sight today of
the rigors endured by our grandmothers and female ancestors before them.
Allow me to describe what life was like
for women in rural Central New York
State in the 1890s.
One hundred twenty years ago, you
would find girls at an early age being
inculcated by their mothers in the need
to act responsibly. A girl would be
expected to assist her mother in domestic chores around the house, to learn
the tasks required of a rural wife and
mother of the day, including helping her
with the care of any younger siblings.
A mother was often delighted that her
firstborn was a girl, since this meant she
would have someone to assist with her
domestic burdens.
A mother explained to her daughter
that a woman was measured by the
condition of her home. An untended
yard and garden, a house in need of
paint, and untidy interior rooms signified
a failure on the part of the woman to
provide an orderly environment for her
family – an environment that fostered
good health and virtuous standards. In
addition, within the home, the girl would
be taught how to bake bread, can fruit,
and do the laundry.
Baking bread required twenty-four
hours. First, a sponge for white bread,
consisting of yeast, sugar, water, and
flour, had to be set and left to rise overnight. The next day, the sponge was
divided into loaves and set aside to rise
again for forty-five minutes before being
baked in the wood-burning stove. The
intensity of the heat could affect the
baking process. A young girl would discover that it took considerable practice
to master the art of baking. Later in life,
she might find herself increasingly relying upon the purchase of bread from the
bakery in the village.
Canning fruit was equally demanding work. After picking the fruit with
her mother in the family’s orchard or in
nearby woods, the girl assisted in the
canning. It was not unusual on a particularly hot July day for the females of
the family to make ten quarts of black
raspberries into jam and four pounds of
currant jelly. The next day, they might
can five more quarts of berries. The
kitchen was stifling hot, and the women
would have stiff necks and aching shoulders on the following day. They had to
remind themselves of how good the
fruit would taste next winter. True, fruits
and vegetables packed in tin cans were
available in stores in the village, but
these foods were more expensive and
often left a “tinny” taste in the mouth.
Later, a woman might experience a
twinge of guilt when she purchased a
canned item in town, though it helped
her to escape the tyranny of the kitchen.
It must have been difficult for women
to get up any enthusiasm for Mondays.
Traditionally that was washing day.
Doing the laundry must have been
the most taxing. The young girl would
be taught by her mother how to sort
and wash the clothes. First to be done
were the delicate and white fabrics.
Ginghams and calicos were second,

and the woolens last. One tub was filled
with very warm, soapy water. A mother
showed her daughter how to rub the
soiled clothes in the soapy water but
cautioned her not to use the washboard
for delicate fabrics, just for the other
clothes. A second tub, empty, received
the scrubbed clothes. Hot water heated
on the stove was then poured over the
clothes. Soap was added, the tub covered, and the clothes boiled for half an
hour. After being drained in a basket,
the clothes were placed again in the
tub to be rinsed with clean water, wrung
with a wringer, and hung on a clothesline outside to dry. In winter, the clothes
froze “stiff as a board” on the line.
Laundry day had to be sheer drudgery,
and the rural housewives could not
help but envy the people in the village
or in Cortland who could afford to have
domestics or sent their washing and
ironing out to be done.
Life for the Victorian housewife was
absorbed in eating, sleeping, canning,
baking, cooking, cleaning, washing,
sewing, raising poultry, tending the garden, attending Sunday church services,
and birthing and raising the children.
Time passed in neither totally pleasant
nor totally unpleasant fashion; it simply
passed -- as she went about her mundane chores. Resentment must have
crept in over time as women came to
realize the sacrifices being made. Like
a goodly number of her sex of the era,
the Victorian woman began to resent
that those who were considered worthy
enough to look after and care for the
menfolk were denied the right to vote
by the menfolk occupying the seats of
political power. She felt she deserved
a voice and merited more than just a
servile role and the expectation to make
herself c to appear physically attractive
and to behave in public in a demure
manner. A woman was expected to just
accept her lot in life; a woman’s place
was in the home while a man’s place
was in the fields or in business pursuits
or in political life. For her to want anything else was considered “unlady-like.”
For those readers interested in learning more, I suggest Harvey Green’s
The Light of the Home (1983) since
it provides what its subtitle states: An
Intimate View of the Lives of Women
in Victorian America. Within its pages,
one gains a detailed understanding of
the disturbing means by which “woman’s place” has been defined through
American history and in the nineteenth
century in particular.
FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 until 1:00
and the 3rd Thursday during
the summer months of May to
September from 6:00 until 7:30
pm. Walk-ins are welcome. For
information or emergency,
call 749-7159

Village Democrats to
Caucus
The Democratic caucus is to take place
at the American Legion upstairs hall at
7pm on Tuesday the 26th of January.
The purpose of the caucus is to select
two candidates for Village Trustee to be
determined by vote in the general election in March 2016.

Sponsored by the Greater Homer/Little York Retail Partnership

The Bridal Barn  21 N. Main St., Homer, NY

I believe timing is everything. As I went thru fashion merchandising school, I always
knew I wanted to open a boutique of some sorts. Bridal Barn opened October
17th 2014. Timing is everything!! After graduating from Oneonta State University in
August of 2006, I went back to salon life. See, I am also a hair stylist and make up
artist. I was torn between the two worlds that I was so passionate about.
As time went on, I longed for the fashion world. Hair was great, but my true
passion is fashion. I love making people feel their absolute best. While I doubt
myself, my husband always believes in me and my dreams. He had been pushing
me for quite some time to make a career change. While on vacation in June of
2014, I received a call from my youngest brother, he had just come from a tuxedo
fitting for his wedding. He informed me that a local bridal shop owner was retiring,
and that I should go talk to her. My heart and mind were racing with excitement.
Could this be my time? When I returned home from vacation, I went and talked to
the shop owner, she gave me hope and encouragement that this is what I was meant
to do. For the rest of the Summer of 2014, I worked at putting together a business
plan and, of course, started a pinterest board for my dream.
Shortly after starting my oldest in her first year of school I got the phone call
from the bank stating I was approved for my small business loan. I was over the
moon, and nothing was standing in the way of my dreams now. After a few weeks
of long hours and some really hard work we opened Bridal Barn. I have never
looked back from the day the doors opened. I truly love what I do, and the service
I provide people with.
The Bridal Barn was inspired by all of the rustic wedding trends. There is something so beautiful yet unexpected about lace and tulle mixed with old barn wood and
burlap. When looking into locations to build my dream, my husband and I looked
at many spots but nothing really spoke to me. I grew up in Homer, and kept telling my husband if I could get into a store front on Main Street, that would be the
best location for my shop. With In a few weeks of getting approved for my small
business loan, I also received a call with a possible store front opening up. It was
just like the stars aligned, everything was falling into place.
Not long after Bridal Barn opened, I was presented with another great opportunity to belong to the Greater Homer/Little York Retail Partnership. This group
welcomed me with open arms, and helped me with my first year in business. This
group not only supports the community, but each other. As a new business, I was
informed about grants and other groups that support Homer and all the businesses.
Marriage is a huge milestone is a person’s life, and I strive to make the gown
search and outfitting the wedding party a breeze. And I occasionally still get to do
hair and make up for some of these brides. It’s truly a win-win situation for me. I
get the best of both worlds, and love what I am doing. Bridal Barn offers tuxedo
and suit rentals and to purchase; Bridal gowns and bridesmaid dresses from top
designers, flower girl dresses, accessories, and formal wear. Coming soon to Bridal
Barn is a dress line from Gee June that allows a bride to design her own dress. If
you are a bride to be, please stop by and see what I can do for you.

Jodi Terwilliger

Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV
7LUHVPRXQWEDODQFHURWDWH
$OLJQPHQWXSWRµZKHHOEDVH

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714
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News from the Library

Village Republican Caucus Jan. 21

By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

The Village of Homer Republican Caucus will be held at 7:00 pm on Jan. 21, 2016
in the Senior Center at the Homer Town Hall. Use entrance off back parking lot. All
registered Republicans living in the Village are invited to attend. Nominations for
2 Trustees will be conducted. Please arrive a few minutes early, as registrations
will be verified in order to vote.

Everybody Has a Story
Over Christmas, we were going
through some old photo albums at
Bruce’s Mom’s house. Tucked away in
one album we found an old letter that
a WW I soldier had written to Bruce’s
grandmother. She was fourteen during
the war and as a young school girl had
written letters to American soldiers in
Europe. This one young man wrote
back, enclosing a photograph of himself
and his friends. I’m not a history buff
at all, but there was something about
reading that yellowed, almost 100 year
old letter, and looking at that posed
photograph of four young men in their
uniforms that even made me feel awed
by the touch of history.
I’ve recently gotten hooked on
the Maisie Dobbs mystery series by
Jacqueline Winspear. The series takes
place after WW I and Maisie is a private investigator. But throughout the
first book and even the later books,
there are flashbacks and remembrances of the Great War. Combine that with
Downton Abbey, and the time period of
the war and the 1920’s is fast becoming an obsession for me. But somehow
even Maisie couldn’t make it come quite
as much to life as that letter headed
“Somewhere in France, September 8,
1918.”
There was a hole cut in the letter, where the censor had cut out the
soldier’s reference to where he was
stationed. In his spidery cursive, he’d
written “We got across the pond alright
and never saw any tin fish.” Reading
that made me think about how language
changes. Without that letter, I’d never
have thought about what a submarine
might be called in 1918. The letter went
on to say, “But the ship we came over
on was sunk on her way back to the
States, so we thought we were lucky
one time anyway. If we are that lucky
all the time, we will be O.K.” And those
two lines, made what little I know of
WW I seem more real than any book or
movie could.
When I was a kid, there was a WW I
veteran who lived in our neighborhood.
Now, they are all gone. And soon all the
WW II vets, like my father will be gone,
too. Someday, those of us who knew
the old WW I vets, or had parents who
fought in WW II, won’t be around either.
But hopefully family letters will be, those
little bits of history that tells us someone’s story from another time.
Bruce, ever the genealogist, immediately checked Ancestry.com to find out
what had happened to that soldier. He
made it home, married, went on with his
life. It turned out, he never had children,
but Bruce tracked down a nephew to tell
him we had the letter and the picture.
Now that little bit of history is on its way
to Colorado, going home to that young
soldier’s family.
I’m back to reading Winspear’s
Maisie Dobbs series, or Rhys Bowen’s
Royal Spyness series or waiting for the
new season of Downton Abbey. But
sometimes the real stories touch even
diehard storytellers like me.
.

What’s New at the Library?

Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time will restart on
Wednesday, January 27th at 10:30 am.
The theme will be Bedtime.

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is Wednesdays
at 3:15 pm. Miss Alexa will be offering a
fun program with stories, crafts, games,
and songs. There are no programs on
snow days or school holidays. Themes
for January will be:
Jan. 20th – Storybook Wolves
Jan. 27th - Bedtime

Play at Winterfest
The Teen Film Club, with the help
of friends, will be putting on a play for
Winterfest. Join us, Friday, Jan. 29th at
5:30 pm for a showing of Holka Polka,
a play by D. M. Larson. Holka Polka is
a family friendly comedy set in Fairytale
land, where it’s hard to tell whether the
mean witches or the cute fairies are the
villains! Along with the Teen Film Club,
some members of the 5th and 6th grade
writers group, the 3rd grade book club,
and Rockin’ Readers are playing parts
in this fun play. Don’t miss it.

Demo Night at the MakerSpace
Demo Night is the 3rd Tuesday of
the month at 6:30 pm. January’s Demo
night, on Jan. 19th, will feature making
winter bird feeders. We’ll be looking
at all different kinds of cool feeders
to make for our feathered friends and
everyone will get to make one, too.
Please bring a cookie cutter or small
jello mold for every person who wants
to make a feeder.
Stop by the library, or call to register.
Children under 12 need to be accompanied by an adult.

Knitting at the MakerSpace
The knitting group meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm.
The group is open to all ages and all
levels of expertise, from beginners to
long time knitters. If you love to knit,
or want to learn how, be sure to join
the fun. The February meeting will be
Wednesday, Feb. 3rd at 3:30 pm.

Help with Nooks, Kindles,
and Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. During the school
year, they are available Mondays from
3-5 pm to help you with your technology needs. Call ahead to make an
appointment, or drop by.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting will
be Jan. 18th at 7 pm in the Community
Meeting Room. Meetings are open to
the public.
For more information about any of
our programs call 749-4616 or check
out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday 10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

Cortland Community Mentors
Celebrate Mentoring Month
Cortland, NY – This January marks the 15th annual National Mentoring
Month, and Cortland Community Mentors (Cortland YWCA, Cortland
Prevention Resources, and Access to
Independence) in collaboration with
Cortland Area Communities That Care
are participating in this campaign aimed
at expanding quality mentoring opportunities to connect more of our community’s young people with caring adults.
“This collaboration began 5 years ago which allows us to better provide
quality mentoring through our three programs,” says Leslie Wilkins of Cortland
Prevention Resources. “Mentors are all trained using a national curriculum
and provided constant support which we feel prepares them to provide the
best possible outcomes for the youth they mentor.”
Although about 100 youth are currently being mentored through Cortland
Community Mentors, there are 80 more youth on the waiting list. The group is
kicking off Mentoring Month with the launch of its #80for80 campaign with the
goal of recruiting 80 adults for the 80 youth currently on the waiting list for a
mentor.
“Mentoring relationships are so powerful,” reports Sara Earl, Program Director
for the YWCA Bridges for Kids program. “When a child sees that you take the time
to listen to her feelings and understand her struggles, that child’s confidence just
soars. It is not about money spent on a child, but about quality time and showing
you care.”
Research has shown that when matched through a quality mentoring program,
mentors can play a powerful role in providing young people with the tools to
make responsible decisions, stay focused and engaged in school, and reduce or
avoid risky behavior like skipping school, drug use and other negative activities.
For example, in a recent national report called The Mentoring Effect, young
people who were at-risk for not completing high school but who had a mentor were
55% more likely to be enrolled in college than those who did not have a mentor.
According to the National Mentoring Partnership, one in three young people do
not have the support of a positive, caring adult outside of their family.
As we focus on engaging more community members in volunteering as
mentors, we will share a simple message: Mentoring Matters! Mentoring
relationships are basic human connections that let a young person know that
they matter.
Important dates include:
• January 14, 2016: “I Am a Mentor Day,” when volunteers across our community
and the country will share their stories about being a mentor on social media using
#80for80 and #mentoringmatters.
• January 21, 2016: “Thank Your Mentor Day,” when we encourage anyone who
has had a mentor to say thank you by sending a note, a card or sharing a story
on social media using #80for80 and #mentoringmatters.
National Mentoring Month is led by MENTOR: The National Mentoring Partnership.
Each year since its launch in 2002, National Mentoring Month has enjoyed the
strong support of the president and the United States Congress.
To learn more about the role mentoring plays in our community and to find volunteer
opportunities visit http://www.cortlandareactc.org/#!cortlandcommunitymentors/

EVENTS
CALENDAR
Jan. 16 – Saturday
JazzHappens Band at St. Margaret’s
Church, Copeland Ave., Homer. 7:00
pm – Join us for an evening of music
and fellowship. $10.00 admission.
January 23 - Saturday
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held Saturday, January 23rd,
from 8am to 1:00pm, at the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church, 16 Cayuga
Street (on the Green).
January 24 - Sunday
Pancake Breakfast Buffet will be
held, from 8:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at
American Legion Post 465, Main St.,
Homer. Affordable for the whole family.
January 30 - Saturday
The First United Methodist Church of
Homer, located at 16 Cayuga St. will
be having a Pie Sale during the Homer
Winter Fest on Saturday, January 30th
starting at 9:00am until sold out. We
always have a wide variety of pies at

a reasonable cost. Please stop by the
back entrance and check us out.
January 30 - Saturday
During the Homer Winter Fest on
Saturday January 30, 2016 from 9 AM
to 4 PM the Homer Senior Center is
having a FLEA MARKET AND BOOK
SALE. Also we are selling pizza,
whoopie pies, cinnamon buns, hot &
cold drinks, and FREE POPCORN. We
are located in the basement of Homer
Town Hall, on the corner of Main and
Water Streets (please use the back
entrance).
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines. Jan 19, 2016 for the Jan. 28,
2016 issue.
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Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
A building that is:

t&GmDJFOU
t$PNGPSUBCMF
t%VSBCMF
t-PX.BJOUFOBODF
t*NQBDU3FTJTUBOU
POST FRAME

x
x
x
x

Conveniently located in Homer Village next to Dashers Corner Pub
Evening and Weekend Hours
Accepting Credit Cards/Health Flex Account Cards
Physical Therapy Services including:
Orthopedic and Sports Rehabilitation Acute and Chronic Conditions
Pre and Post Operative Care Injury Reduction/Prevention Training
Manual Hands on CaUH Pediatric to Well Experienced Individuals
Spinal Decompression
x Functional Movement Screening for athletes and active individuals alike

$JULFXOWXUDO&RPPHUFLDO(TXHVWULDQ6ROLG&RUH&RQVWUXFWLRQ

Call 749-2219 today to make an appointment!

$GYDQWDJHVRI3RVW)UDPH&RVWVDYLQJVLQ0DWHULDOV/DERU(QHUJ\

Ehren Heyer, PT, DPT, Functional Movement Screen Certified Expert
6 North Main St., Homer, NY 607-749-2219 www.heyerpt.com

Over 30 years experience in the construction industry
Don Richards

CCC

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

General Manager

Ted Renninger
Construction Manager

Cell: 607-745-7779
Office: 607-749-7770
Fax: 607-749-7239

Zonta Club Seeks Education Award
Nominations

The Zonta Club of Cortland announces education awards to be awarded in
the spring of 2016 to high school girls and women residing in the Cortland
area.
These awards recognize the importance of community service, financial
need, leadership, and academic achievement.
 The Jean M Coon Humanitarian Award recognizes the outstanding
community service activities of a high school junior or senior in the
Cortland area school. The Zonta Club of Cortland will award $500
and a certificate of achievement. The winning application will be
submitted to the Zonta District Level competition. Applications
must be received by March 5.
 The Ruth Schaub High School Senior award recognizes a high
school senior in the Cortland area accepted to a college or professional education program. The award of $500 is based on financial need, plans for continued education, community service, leadership qualities and academic achievement. Applications must be
received by March 26.
 The Ruth Schaub Mature Woman Award of $1000 will be awarded
to a Cortland area resident, 21 years or older, studying either full
or part time. Applicants must be continuing their education in an
accredited degree granting or certificate training program. The
award will be based on demonstrated financial need, community
service and clearly stated educational goals. Applications must be
received by March 26.
Applications are available at high school guidance offices, area colleges,
Cortland Madison BOCES, the YMCA and the YWCA of Cortland. All applications must be sent to the Zonta Education Awards Chair, PO Box 683,
Cortland NY 13045.
The Zonta Club of Cortland, chartered in 1973 and affiliated with Zonta
International, is a service organization of women in business and the professions. Members raise funds for local and international service projects
that improve the lives of women and children.
The community is invited to it major fundraisers, the Spring Woman of
Achievement Luncheon and the Fall Fashion Show.
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THEME: HOLLYWOOD
LEGENDS
ACROSS
1. Buzz off
6. Dunce
9. Back of the neck
13. Big Dipper shape
14. Rejuvenating spot
15. Succeed
16. Helped
17. Waikiki garb
18. *Like characters played by
Lon Chaney
19. *Marx brother
21. *Famously played title role
in “Cleopatra”
23. *1950s teen idol, ___ Hunter
24. Not that
25. Thrilla in Manila boxer
28. Friendly jab on Facebook
30. Set aside as inferior
35. Marijuana user’s hookah
37. Stole material
39. Cowboy sport
40. Christmas season
41. Boston hockey player
43. Petri dish filler
44. Holiday activity?
46. Caffeine tree
47. Egg holder
48. *1979 Sean Connery and
Natalie Wood clunker
50. Newton, e.g.
52. “____ no evil,...”
53. Spew profanities
55. Roman road
57. *Scarlett O’Hara or Blanche
DuBois
60. *Katharine or Audrey
64. Asian chew
65. Springsteen’s “Born in the
____”
67. Make baby food?
68. Mountain ridge
69. #37 Across, e.g.
70. English county
71. Training spots
72. ATM extra
73. Doled out cards
DOWN
1. Smeltery refuse
2. Age of Aquarius flick
3. Edible root of taro plants
4. Alaska native
5. Train station porter’s head gear
6. Northern European capital
7. *Kong, e.g.
8. Country singer ____ Hill
9. Season to be jolly
10. 1970s hairdo
11. *Laurel and Hardy or Abbott
and Costello
12. Old-fashioned “before”
15. Old Faithful
20. Edward Teller’s creation

Solution to
Dec. 31
Puzzle

22. Lung necessity
24. Lacking substance
25. Deep cavity
26. Jeweler’s glass
27. Coastal feature
29. *”Spartacus” star
31. *”Mommie Dearest”
32. Ruler sides, e.g.
33. This and desist
34. Type of dessert
36. *”An American in Paris”
38. Potter’s oven
42. Lacking guile
45. Easily handled
49. Poe’s “The Murders in the ___ Morgue”
51. Left gratuity
54. Pinch in the nose
56. Bullying, e.g.
57. Extremely
58. Any thing
59. Docs for dachshunds
60. Aesop’s race competitor
61. Celestial bear
62. *Where all Hollywood legends’ work winds
up
63. Sales clerk’s call
64. Paper or plastic?
66. Seek damages
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Elizabeth Brewster House

ANN DAVERIN

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT

6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442

South Main Streeet
Homer, NY 13077
(607) 423-6621
aed@adaverincpa.com

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5b16
11b15

Kathy’s Cleaning

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12c16

Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker

&

OrganiZing

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077



Kathy Grummons
607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

please call

607-662-4557

1a16

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

4b16

3b15

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building

11b15
12B15

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852

11b15

12c16

12b15

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

Nichole Ponticello
SALES


&HOO
)D[

3b16

www.jackmcnerneychevrolet.com

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road
A

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News
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League of Women
Voters Seeking HS
Students for State
Conference
Is there a high school student you
know of who might be interested in a
great learning experience? A ‘Students
Inside Albany’ conference, sponsored
by the local and state chapters of
the League of Women Voters will be
held Sun-Wed, May 22-25, 2016. All
expenses are paid including three
nights at a hotel in downtown Albany.
Interested Cortland County High
School students, male or female, in
any grade, may apply. Applicants will
complete a simple application form,
write an essay explaining their interest
in community issues and/or politics or
history and submit one letter of reference. For a conference brochure,
contact Linda Frank via e-mail at lindalen@twcny.rr.com or by phone at
607-749-4963. The local deadline for
completed applications is Feb 3, 2016.

Jan. 23 Blood
Drive at 1st
United Methodist
Church
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held Saturday, January 23rd,
from 8am to 1:00pm, at the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church, 16 Cayuga
Street (on the Green). A Double Red
Cell Collection unit will be available at
this drive for type A-,B-,AB-, and O.
All presenting donors in January will
receive a $5. Dunkin’ Donor Gift Card.
Anyone who wishes to donate should
call and make an appointment at
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to: www.redcrossblood.org Folks with appointments
are given first priority, but walk-ins are
welcome.

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.
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Toastmasters Community Arts Challenge
Club to Host Opens Jan. 22 at C4Arts
Open House
Jan. 19
The Crown City Toastmasters Club
will be hosting an open house Tuesday, January 19, 2016, starting at 6:15
p.m. The open house will be held at
The Hospicare and Palliative Care
Services building located at 11 Kennedy Pkwy, Cortland NY. Refreshments
are provided and there is no charge to
attend. For more information, visit the
club website at crowncity.toastmastersclubs.org or call 607-745-5689.
Toastmasters International is a world
leader in communication and leadership development. More than 332,000
members improve their speaking and
leadership skills by attending one of
the 15,400 clubs in 135 countries that
make up the global network of meeting
locations.

Homer
Town
Board
The Homer Town Board held its
organizational meeting for 2016 on
January 6th at the Town Hall.
New board members Mike Park and
Larry Jones were welcomed. They
replace Dan Weddle and Brian Young
who chose not to seek reelection last
November.
Mike Park was appointed Deputy
Supervisor, Dale Everts was appointed Deputy Highway Superintendent,
Dan Gustafson and John Miller were
appointed to the Board of Zoning
Appeals. Chad Butts and Michael
May were appointed to the Town
Planning Board.
Supervisor Forbes reported that the
Town did not receive a housing rehabilitation grant that was applied for in
conjunction with the Village of Homer.
Thoma Development had seemed
confident that the Town would get the
grant if the town applied jointly with
the village.
RESEARCHERS
measured
women's cardiovascular reactions to stress in the presence of
their dogs, and then with a supportive female friend. The result:
The dogs were associated with
lower responses to stress than
the friends. The explanation: The
dogs aren't judgmental.

The public is invited to the Grand Opening of the Cortland County Community
Arts Challenge on Friday, January 22, at 6:30 PM at the Center for the Arts in
Homer.
The evening will include performances of musical entries and writing entries to
the Arts Challenge. You will have a chance to view the exhibit of the visual arts
entries and the awarding of prizes in the fine arts, photography, artisan crafts,
original music, and original writing categories.
This is a fun event and a great opportunity to show your support for the participating artists from our community; many of them are your friends and neighbors.
For those who are unable to attend the Grand Opening, the art exhibit will be
open from January 19 until February 19, 2016. Please call 749-4900 to arrange
a visit.
All visitors to the exhibit will have an opportunity to vote for the “People’s
Choice” Visual Art Award. This $150 prize will be awarded at the conclusion of
the exhibit.
The Community Arts Challenge is co-sponsored by the Center for the Arts of
Homer and the Cultural Council of Cortland County

Homer Village Board
The Homer Village Board met Jan.
5th in the Day Room of the Homer
Fire Station.
A Public Hearing was held for the
2016-2017 Village Budget. Village
resident Patrick Clune asked the
Board for clarification on several
items in the budget, since the budget
has summaries of each account, but
does not include details. When he
asked if there was money being put
into a reserve for a new office building, he was told that there isn't in this
budget. A total of $109,000 is budgeted to be put into reserves, including $20,000 for Fire Truck Reserve,
$30,000 for Machinery Reserve,
$30,000 Police Car Reserve, $9,000
Employee Benefit Reserve, and
$20,000 for Road Reserve. The
money in reserves may ONLY be
used for the purpose specified in the
establishment of the fund.
The tax rate is just over 4 cents per
$1000 of assessed valuation. A property assessed at $100,000 would see
a tax increase of just over $4.00 for
the next budget year.

After the Budget hearing was closed,
the Board opened the regular meeting.
The 2016-2017 Village budget was
passed unanimously as submitted.
The Village has a new street sweeper. The board moved to pay $228,000
to pay for the machine out of reserves,
subject to a permissive referendum.
The board discussed vacant houses
in the village. Village Attorney Francis
Casullo noted that is should be at the
"top of the list of issues facing the
village." He will be working with the
Mayor and the board to find a workable
solution to the problem. It is not unique
to Homer, but largely due to the economic downturn of the past few years.
New Police Chief Robert Pitman was
welcomed and reported that he had
been working closely with former Chief
Mark Helms, who was also present.
Fire Chief Robert Johnson reported
on the activities of the department. He
asked for approval to sell some surplus
items and to apply for a grant for pagers along with Cortland, Cortlandville
and Cuyler fire departments.

Knee High Basketball Returns to the Y!
CORTLAND—The Cortland YMCA’s long-running Knee-High Basketball program returns Saturday January 30, 2016 for boys and girls grades 1-4.
Knee High basketball will teach your child the basic fundamentals of basketball—a game invented by YMCA professionals! Participants will learn the game
through hands-on station work which could lead to scrimmages between the
age groups. First and Second graders will run from 9:00-10:15 a.m., with the
third and fourth following from 10:30-11:30 AM. There is a fee for the program.
Y members receive discounted rates.
Sign up now to reserve your child’s space. Registrations, barring space available, will be accepted up to January 22.
Parents are welcome to help volunteer coach, so, if you are interested in volunteering for Knee High basketball, please contact the Y at 607-756-2893 and
leave a message.

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Jim and Gloria Aylesworth, read the Homer News all of the time. They live in Ocala, FL and took a
cruise to Mexico. This is a photo of them holding The Homer News in Mexico.

