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Ralph Thornton, (The Ice Maker) inspects the ice on the Village Green Skating Rink. The weather is getting
warmer mid-week. Winterfest organizers and participants are hoping the ice holds up for the Winterfest events.
Don't miss all of the events Friday and Saturday.
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Village Republicans
Choose Clune &
Finkbeiner
At the Village Republican Caucus
held last Thursday evening, village
Republicans selected Patrick Clune and
Ed Finkbeiner to run for Trustee in the
March 15 election.
Approximately 55 voters gathered
for the caucus in the Town Hall Senior
Center.
Eugene Smith nominated Andrew
Brush (incumbent), Ed Finkbeiner nominated Patrick Clune, and Patrick Clune
nominated Ed Finkbeiner in the first
round to select a candidate to run
for the seat held by Paul Gower. Ed
Finkbeiner was the top vote-getter in
that round.
In the second round, Eugene Smith
nominated Andrew Brush (incumbent)
and Ed Finkbeiner nominated Patrick
Clune for the seat held by Andrew
Brush. Patrick Clune was the top votegetter in that contest.
Brush told the assembled voters that
he would like to continue the work he
has done on the Village Board to keep
the tax levy in check and make the village a better place for families.
Finkbeiner commented that he
became energized to run for Trustee
after last year's election when he ran for
Mayor and lost by a narrow margin. He
recently organized a petition campaign
to the Village Board against building or
buying an office building. That petition
was signed by 626 village voters, and
Finkbeiner felt that the village board
was not responding to the wishes of a
large percentage of the village's voters.
He is retired and resides on Warren
Street with his wife Deonie.
Clune addressed the group, noting his
20+ years in the US Army. He retired in
2014 with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.
He described his frustration with the
lack of communications between the
village officials and the residents of the
village. Clune noted that we have a
web site that is not kept up-to-date with
what the elected officials are doing, the
meeting agendas are not published in
advance, the town codes are not available on-line, meeting notices are posted
on the door of the village office but not
in the newspapers or on-line. He feels
that there is a lack of transparency in village government operations. He resides
on N. Main Street with his wife Jennifer
and their 3 children.

Town Highway Garage
Addition Nearing Completion

The addition to the Town Highway garage is nearing completion. Complete
Construction Concepts of Homer, NY is the contractor doing the work. Town
Highway Superintendent John Phelps noted that the old building (which was
smaller) was in very bad condition. He was able to save the overhead doors from
the old building and his crew demolished the old building and prepared the ground
for the construction. No money is being borrowed to construct the building.

A building that is:

t&GmDJFOU
t$PNGPSUBCMF
t%VSBCMF
t-PX.BJOUFOBODF
t*NQBDU3FTJTUBOU
POST FRAME
$JULFXOWXUDO&RPPHUFLDO(TXHVWULDQ6ROLG&RUH&RQVWUXFWLRQ
$GYDQWDJHVRI3RVW)UDPH&RVWVDYLQJVLQ0DWHULDOV/DERU(QHUJ\

Over 30 years experience in the construction industry
Don Richards

CCC

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

General Manager

Ted Renninger
Construction Manager

Cell: 607-745-7779
Office: 607-749-7770
Fax: 607-749-7239

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

Village Food Market, Phillips Free Library, Homer
Men’s and Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's, Oh
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NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be Feb. 11, 2016. DEADLINE: for ads and news is
Feb. 2, 2016
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Tips to Avoid
Overeating
(StatePoint) For many people, the biggest hurdle in their quest to eat sensibly isn’t a question of what they should
eat, but how much?
If overeating is an issue you face, consider the following tips:
• Stay hydrated. Thirst is often confused for hunger. Stay hydrated so that
when true hunger strikes, you will know
what your body needs.
• Snack. It may sound counter-intuitive
to eat more meals. But staying fueled
throughout the day will prevent you
from feeling ravenous and over-eating
later.
• Rest. Lack of sleep can leave you
hungry. Get proper rest each night.
• Make more room. It sounds simple
but the more calories you burn, the
more food your body requires. If you
like large meals, consider “working up
an appetite,” first.
Even if you follow the tips above,
you may have trouble relying on your
intuition when it comes to doling out
properly sized portions. A new cookbook may prove useful with that challenge. “The Perfect Portion Cookbook,”
offers 150 comfort food recipes that
have undergone healthful makeovers.
Each is easily divided into 100-calorie
portions whether measured by a cup,
piece or slice. Readers can enjoy 100-,
200-, 300- or 400 calorie servings of
their favorite comfort foods. The book
also offers tips for making meal plans,
smart snacking and burning calories.
“Understanding realistic portion sizes
and the calories within them is the first
step,” says Anson Williams, “Happy
Days,” TV star and director who has
teamed with cookbook author Bob
Warden and nutritionist Mona Dolgov
to create the book.
“Without worry or guilt, we can all eat
perfect portions of the foods we love
and never overeat.”
The trio is offering this delicious recipe
for Creamy Stovetop Mac & Cheese
(recommended portion size: 300 calories = 1 cup):
Ingredients:

Free Self
Defense Classes
at the Y
CORTLAND—Koei-Kan Karate Do,
the Cortland YMCA’s ongoing Karate
Program is pleased to offer two, free
self-defense classes, Saturday January
30, at the Y, 22 Tompkins Street, for
anyone interested.
Classes will be held for youth and
families, and teenagers through adult.
Youth and families will kick off the day
at 2:30 p.m., ending at 4 p.m. Teens
and adults will follow from 4:15-5-5:45
p.m. Classes will be taught by Sensei
Gary Busby, who is a 5th degree black
belt with over 30 years studying and
teaching Koei-Kan. Sensei Busby is a
direct pupil of Shihan Bellott, a prominent leader in martial arts in the country.
Koei Kan Karate is Japan and Olympic
certified.
Sensei Busby said participants will
have an opportunity to see and participate in basic self-defense moves. The
courses will be interactive and students
from Koei-Kan will be showing everyone, through skits how men, women
and children can protect themselves
when it is necessary. The teen and
adult classes will focus more on protection on nights out and is ideal for students who are entering college next fall.
Sign up at the Y, 22 Tompkins Street
in person at the front desk, or by phone
at 756-2893. From the Y and the KoeiKan Program, “Domo arigato” or thank
you for your community support.
The Cortland County Family YMCA
has been proudly serving the Cortland
community for the past 148 years.
Check us out online at www.cortlandymca.org. At the Y we are for Youth
Development, For Healthy Living and
For Social Responsibility.

Directions:
• Boil the macaroni according to package directions. Drain, but do not rinse.
In a stockpot over medium-high heat,
whisk the cornstarch into the chicken
broth, until dissolved. Bring up to a simmer, and let cook for two minutes.
Whisk the evaporated milk and salt into
the thickened chicken broth, and bring
back up to a simmer.

16 ounces elbow macaroni
2 tablespoons cornstarch
1 1/2 cups chicken broth
1 12-ounce can fat-free evaporated
milk

Remove sauce from heat, and stir in
cream cheese, cheddar cheese and
Parmesan cheese, until melted and
creamy.

Homer History
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

Ralph Rural’s Verse
Seeing that folks have enjoyed
the ice skating on the Green that
has traditionally been provided by
the Homer Fire Department, I am
prompted to share a poem about the
Green that was written in February
of 1861. It was written by “Ralph
Rural,” a pen name believed to
have been used by Homer’s nativeson Paris Barber (1814- 1876), who
surely would have enthusiastically
endorsed a place for ice skating
upon the nineteenth century public
space he helped to design.
On March 1, 1860, the Cortland
County Republican, a newspaper
published in Homer, ran this notice:
“An invitation is hereby extended to
all those interested in the improvement of the Green to make a plan
for such improvement. Any design
handed in will be duly considered by
the Committee. All plans should be
handed to either of the undersigned
on or before the 25th of March
next.” The names of three women
and three men were listed. One of
them was forty-six year old Paris
Barber. This would have caused no
surprise to the citizens of Homer, for
Paris was well known in the county
as a horticulturalist and landscape
designer. He was a logical choice
to serve as president of the Homer
Rural Improvement Association that
was created and successfully spearheaded the effort to have a more
park-like space of trees and flowers in front of the churches and
Academy in the village.
The same newspaper in its
February 15, 1861 issue reported
that the Association held a party for
the community. It must have been
done to generate support for a redesigned Green.
“The first Annual Festival of
the Homer Rural Improvement
Association filled Academy Hall last
Thursday evening. The evening
was passed very pleasantly. The
President, Mr. P. Barber, read a
history of the Association. Several
Tableaux and Charades were then
presented. A better exhibition of this

Add the cooked macaroni into the
cheese sauce, and stir to combine
before serving.

3 cups shredded sharp cheddar cheese

With a few tricks and tips, you can land
on the perfect portion sizes that will
leave you feeling energized and satiated after meals.

1 tablespoon grated Parmesan cheese.

Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV
7LUHVPRXQWEDODQFHURWDWH
$OLJQPHQWXSWRµZKHHOEDVH

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714

The news article was then followed
by Ralph Rural’s poem:
The festival, the festival!
It well demands a song;
For never in that classic Hall
Had gathered such a throng.
It seemed as if the Carnival
Had been transferred from Rome;
As if its scenic wonders all
Were acted ‘neath its dome.
As when a captured city breaks
Her bonds and rises free,
Then in triumphant gladness makes
One mighty jubilee,
So rallied forth our people wise –
Success their efforts crown!
To institute an enterprise
To beautify the Town.
Joy, Love, and Hope, were there at
home,
They were the happiest three;
They shook the Hall from base to
dome
With harmless revelry.
No shout of brutal bacchanal
Made discord to the ear.
For Temperance ruled within the Hall
As sunshine rules the year.
Anon impressively were shown
Beautiful Tableaux, grand
As if just carved from Parian stone
By some great sculptor’s hand.
The enterprise must sure succeed
So happily begun;
For every man laid by his creed,
And all became as one.
In future years when we are gone,
Fair children in our groves
Shall sport upon their greenest lawn
Or tell their gentle loves.
I see in after time these bowers.
Sweet voices from their glades
Do bless the names who sowed the
flowers
And set these classic shades.

Physical Therapy

3/4 teaspoon salt
4 ounces reduced-fat cream cheese

kind was never made in Homer.”
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

The Phillips Free Library
Theater – Presents with
Apprehension
So, the teen filmmakers, with the
help of a few members of the 5th and 6th
grade Writers’ club, the 3rd grade Book
club, and Rockin’ Readers, are putting
on a play for Winterfest. Everyone is
madly learning lines, painting scenery,
and creating costumes. It’s a comedy-mystery-fantasy that takes place in
Fairytale land and I’m crossing my
fingers that it’s funny because it’s supposed to be and not because the scenery
falls down, no one remembers their
lines, and we all dissolve into a fit of
giggles. Which seems to be what happens every time we have a rehearsal.
Bruce said to me, “Are you going to
do this again next year?”
“I’d like to say no – never again,”
I answered, “but by next year I’ll have
forgotten how traumatic it was.”
“I’ll remind you,” he answered. Thus
proving, when Priscilla ain’t happy,
ain’t nobody happy.
The play has everything a good fantasy should have, a handsome prince, an
assortment of princesses, a few witches
and wizards, some fairies, good or otherwise, a troupe of gnomes, plus a
female Pinocchio and Humpty Dumpty.
Turning teens and tweens and even 2nd
graders into gnomes, witches, and fairies isn’t hard. But Humpty’s costume is
turning out to be a major work.
I got a huge white tee-shirt and stuck
a hulu hoop under it.
“It makes him look like a bell, not
an egg,” the teens told me. “You need
to get a really big pair of sweat pants to
attach to the hulu hoop on the bottom.”
“It’s going to be the most expensive
costume of all of them,” I groaned.
“You’ll have to play Humpty in every
film the teens make for the next three
years,” I informed our Humpty Dumpty,
“so we get our money’s worth out of
this costume!”
So, don’t miss it – Holka Polka by
D.M. Larson, as interpreted by the Teen
Filmmaking Club, Writers’ Groups,
Book Clubs, and Rockin’ Readers of
Phillips Free Library. It’ll be on Friday,
Jan. 29th at 5:30 pm and it promises to
be hilarious. Hopefully for all the right
reasons.

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler story time will restart on
Wednesday, January 27th at 10:30 am.
The theme will be Bedtime.
Jan 27th- Bedtime
Feb 3- Owls
Feb 10th- Hugs & Kisses
Feb 24th- William “Buffalo
Bill” Cody’s Birthday - Cowboys
and Cowgirls

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is Wednesdays
at 3:15 pm. Miss Alexa will be offering a fun program with stories, crafts,
games, and songs. There are no programs on snow days or school holidays.
Upcoming themes will be:

Jan. 27th – Bedtime
Feb 3- Owls
Feb 10th- Chinese New Year’s
Feb 24th- William “Buffalo
Bill” Cody’s Birthday- Cowboys
and Cowgirls

Play at Winterfest
The Teen Film Club, with the help
of friends, will be putting on a play
for Winterfest. Join us, Friday, Jan.
29th at 5:30 pm for a showing of Holka
Polka, a play by D. M. Larson. Holka
Polka is a family friendly comedy set
in Fairytale land, where it’s hard to tell
whether the mean witches or the cute
fairies are the villains! Along with the
Teen Film Club, some members of the
5th and 6th grade writers group, the 3rd
grade book club, and Rockin’ Readers
are playing parts in this fun play. Don’t
miss it.

Knitting at the MakerSpace
The knitting group meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm.
The group is open to all ages and all
levels of expertise, from beginners to
long time knitters. If you love to knit,
or want to learn how, be sure to join
the fun. The February meeting will be
Wednesday, Feb. 3rd at 3:30 pm.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. During the school
year, they are available Mondays from
3-5 pm to help you with your technology needs. Call ahead to make an
appointment, or drop by.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting will
be Feb. 10th at 7 pm in the Community
Meeting Room. Meetings are open to
the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
2 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 until 1:00
and the 3rd Thursday during
the summer months of May to
September from 6:00 until 7:30
pm. Walk-ins are welcome. For
information or emergency,
call 749-7159

LaFayette Church
to Hold Chocolate
Event Feb. 13

LAND
For Sale

OWNER FINANCING on 6.6 acres

“A Taste of Chocolate”, a food-tasting
of land in the back of a
event, will be held on Sat. Feb. 13,
development.
from 1:00 -4:00 pm, at the Columbian
Presbyterian Church (located on the
Priced at $15,000, $5,000 down,
corner of Rtes. 11 & 20, LaFayette).
interest and payments negotiable.
Tempt your taste-buds with samples
Call: Elaine Olson, Broker,
of dozens of treats made with many
E.M.O.Real Estate at 607-749-3912
varieties of chocolate. You can also fill
a box with goodies for your sweetheart.
Admission is free; samples are only $
.50. There will also be full-sized desserts
that you purchase for later. 50% of the
proceeds will be donated to LaFayette
Outreach, our local food pantry. Info.:
677-3293, cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com , or
January 30 - Saturday
www.ColumbianPresbyterianChurch. The First United Methodist Church of
com .
Homer, located at 16 Cayuga St. will
be having a Pie Sale during the Homer
Winter Fest on Saturday, January 30th
starting at 9:00am until sold out. We
always have a wide variety of pies at
a reasonable cost. Please stop by the
back entrance and check us out.
January 30 - Saturday
During the Homer Winter Fest on During the Homer Winter Fest on
Saturday January 30, 2016 from 9 AM Saturday January 30, 2016 from 9 AM
to 4 PM the Homer Senior Center is to 4 PM the Homer Senior Center is
having a FLEA MARKET AND BOOK having a FLEA MARKET AND BOOK
SALE. Also we are selling pizza, whoopSALE.
Also we are selling pizza, whoop- ie pies, cinnamon buns, hot & cold
drinks, and FREE POPCORN. We are
ie pies, cinnamon buns, hot & cold
located in the basement of Homer Town
drinks, and FREE POPCORN.
Hall, on the corner of Main and Water
We are located in the basement of Streets (please use the back entrance).
Homer Town Hall, on the corner of
Feb. 13 - Saturday
Main and Water Streets (please use “A Taste of Chocolate”, a food-tasting
the back entrance).
event, will be held on Sat. Feb. 13,
from 1:00 -4:00 pm, at the Columbian
Presbyterian Church (located on the
corner of Rtes. 11 & 20, LaFayette).
Tempt your taste-buds with samples
of dozens of treats made with many
varieties of chocolate. You can also fill
a box with goodies for your sweetheart.
Admission is free; samples are only $
.50. There will also be full-sized desserts
The Zonta Club of Cortland announc- that you purchase for later. 50% of the
es education awards to be awarded in proceeds will be donated to LaFayette
Outreach, our local food pantry. Info.:
the spring of 2016 to high school girls
677-3293, cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com , or
and women residing in the Cortland www.ColumbianPresbyterianChurch.
area.
com .
These awards recognize the imporAs space permits, The Homer News
tance of community service, financial
will print a brief notice of your organizaneed, leadership, and academic
tion’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
achievement.
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
 The Jean M Coon Humanisuggest you purchase a display ad. Please
tarian Award recognizes
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines. Feb. 2, 2016 for the Feb. 11,
the outstanding community
2016 issue.
service activities of a high
school junior or senior in the
Cortland area school. The
an accredited degree granting
Zonta Club of Cortland will
or certificate training program.
award $500 and a certificate
The award will be based on
of achievement. The winning
demonstrated financial need,
application will be submitted
community service and clearly
to the Zonta District Level
stated educational goals.
competition. Applications
Applications must be received
must be received by March 5.
by March 26.
 The Ruth Schaub High
Applications are available at high
School Senior award recogschool guidance offices, area collegnizes a high school senior in
es, Cortland Madison BOCES, the
the Cortland area accepted
YMCA and the YWCA of Cortland. All
to a college or professional
applications must be sent to the Zonta
education program. The
Education Awards Chair, PO Box 683,
award of $500 is based on
Cortland NY 13045.
financial need, plans for continued education, community
The Zonta Club of Cortland, charservice, leadership qualities
tered in 1973 and affiliated with Zonta
and academic achievement.
International, is a service organization
Applications must be received
of women in business and the profesby March 26.
sions. Members raise funds for local
and international service projects that
 The Ruth Schaub Mature
improve the lives of women and chilWoman Award of $1000 will
dren.
be awarded to a Cortland
The community is invited to it major
area resident, 21 years or
fundraisers, the Spring Woman of
older, studying either full or
Achievement Luncheon and the Fall
part time. Applicants must be
Fashion Show.
continuing their education in

EVENTS
CALENDAR

Senior Center
Flea Market

Zonta Club Seeks
Education Award
Nominations
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January 29th & 30th – All Around the Village

Food, Fun & Entertainment
Sponsors:

Economy Paving Co.
Suit-Kote Corp.
Homer Business Association
HoBeau’s Fireside Grill

Fadden & Associates P.T., Plan First Technologies
Cinquanti Real Estate, McMahon’s E-Z ACRES
Homer Men and Boys, Heritage Realty
Reagan-Riter Boiler Works

FULL SCHEDULE:
www.homerwinterfest.org
Brochures at Local Merchants

Winterfest
Photos from
the Archives

6 • January 28, 2016 • The Homer News

Cortland Arts and
Wine Fest Call for
Entries
Join us as an artist for our 2016
Arts and Wine Festival, Saturday
August 6th!
Artists booths are 10x10 feet.
Festival runs 10 am to 5 pm.
Find the Prospectus and Application
here:
cortlandartsandwine.org/Artists
Deadline June 1

Self Portrait Open Exhibit
The Cultural Council is seeking self
portrait submissions of any media.
The Open Exhibit will be shown at
The Vault Gallery during the month of
March. To be included in the exhibit,
please email Emily with your titles,
and drop off one or two pieces to The
Vault by March 2nd.
Vault Hours at 9am to noon, Mon Fri.
Contact culturalcouncil3@gmail.
com for more info

Made in NY 2016,
Schweinfurth Art Center
An annual exhibit at the Schweinfurth
Art Center located in Auburn, New York
that features work by New York artists.
This eclectic exhibition showcases two
and three-dimensional work including,
but not limited to, photography, sculpture, ceramics, painting, drawing, fiber,
installation and video.
Application Deadline: January 22,
2016: minyentry.org

The Adirondack Lakes Center
for the Arts: Call for Artists
2016
The Art Center in Blue Mtn Lake is
looking for artists working in all mediums for solo or group shows in the
Center’s galleries throughout the year.
Application deadline February 15,
2016: adirondackarts.org/events--performances/gallery.php

Roots and Branches: Sharing
Adirondack Music Traditions
An endowed workshop for young musicians at Great Camp Sagamore, June
17 - 19.
This weekend will bring emerging
musicians from throughout the region
to join together with Sagamore’s seasoned musicians to learn and connect
with one another. Sagamore supporter’s have made this workshop possible
by their generous contributions to the
Music and Trails Fund.
Apply today! Acceptances begin
February 15, 2016: greatcampsagamore.org/roots-branches-music-workshop/

Lakeside Juried Art
Exhibition
The Art Association of Oswego is now
accepting entries for the 19th Annual
Lakeside Statewide Juried Art
Exhibition. Entry in this exhibition is
open to all artists 18 years of age and
older, living or working in New York
State over the last 2 years. Acceptable
media include: drawing, painting,
sculpture, mixed media, printmaking,
photography, ceramics, digital media
and all fine craft. The purpose of the
exhibition is to offer a diverse crosssection of artwork currently being produced in New York State
Application Deadline: February 17,
2016: oswegoarts.org/exhibitions/

BREAKING DOWN
THE STATE BUDGET
A Column of News & Comment by
Senator James L. Seward
A number of important issues are under
discussion in Albany and development
of the state budget is at the top of the
list. The budget is due by April 1st, and I
believe we can meet that deadline for a
sixth straight year. But there are several
other budget considerations that trump
timeliness.
My goal is to adopt an on-time spending
plan that addresses the concerns that
individuals discuss with me on a daily
basis. The budget needs to keep state
spending in check, encourage economic growth and help create new career
opportunities, lower taxes, provide funding for upstate roads and bridges on
par with funding being directed to New
York City, and direct education aid to
our neediest schools. No budget bills
have been passed yet, but a great deal
of work is taking place that I believe will
lead to a final product that addresses
these priorities.
To get the budget discussion started,
joint legislative hearings are already
underway. These hearings, each of
which focuses on a programmatic area,
are intended to provide the appropriate
legislative committees with public input
on the governor’s budget proposal. The
hearings are webcast live so anyone
interested can here from state agency
and department heads as they answer
specific budget questions from senators and assemblymen. The hearings
continue through Tuesday, February 9,
2016.
Once the hearings conclude, senate
budget subcommittees will commence.
Essentially, the committees take a specific portion of the governor’s budget
proposal, dissect it line by line, place it
under a microscope, and fine tune the
plan to make sure it is fiscally sound
and in line with public priorities.

Score One For The Status Quo
Legislative column from Assembly Minority Leader Brian M. Kolb (R,C-Canandaigua)

It took all of three days for Assembly
Democrats to show that the status
quo still reigns in the New York State
Legislature. The convictions of two
former legislative leaders inspired endless promises of change for 2016. But
when presented this week with the
opportunity to take a positive step,
Democrats stole defeat out of the jaws
of victory.
Sheldon Silver – the face of Assembly
Democrats for more than 20 years –
is likely headed to jail on corruption
crimes. Mr. Silver might be comforted
to know that his former colleagues in
the Democratic Conference are continuing to preserve the dysfunctional
system he helped establish and from
which he profited greatly.
A COLLECTIVE REJECTION OF REFORM
On Tuesday, Assembly Republicans
introduced a series of rules reforms
to help clear the cloud of corruption
role in our local economy and that cannot be forgotten.
If you interested in learning more about
the state budget I would encourage
you to visit my website, www.seward.
nysenate.gov. A special budget section is available that is updated on a
regular basis and includes all of the
latest information on the state budget.
For example, you can now find the
senate finance committee analysis of
the governor’s budget proposal which
breaks down the complicated budget
bills into easy to read summaries.
Finally, if you have any thoughts, feel
free to send me an email through the
website to add your voice to the budget debate.

that still hangs over the Capitol. The
proposals, which were also introduced
in 2015, create greater transparency in
the Assembly, empower rank-and-file
members, and facilitate better constituent representation. These are critical
changes which include:
• implementing 8-year term limits for legislative leaders and committee chairs;
• televising, recording and making committee meetings available online;
• allowing each Assembly member to
have one bill brought to the floor every
two years;
• curtailing the use of last-minute messages of necessity, requiring two-thirds
of the members of the Assembly to
approve the message; and
• requiring any bill sponsored by 76
members or more be brought to the
floor.
Assembly Democrats voted against
each measure. Their collective rejection
of reform stands in stark contrast to comments made by Speaker Carl Heastie,
who said recently “the Assembly is serious about ethics reform and we know
that words are not enough.” He also
stated that the Assembly “has always
supported measures to bring more
transparency and accountability to state
government.” Once again, Assembly
Democrats highlight the tremendous
difference between action and words.
ALBANY’S MOST WORTHLESS WORKGROUP
This was the second time Assembly
Democrats have voted against rules
reforms – they also did so last March. In
April, Speaker Heastie created a reform
“workgroup” charged with developing
and recommending changes to the way
the Assembly operates. Republicans
were not invited to participate. The
“workgroup” has not held public meet"Score One" page 10

I have been named to three of the senate budget subcommittees - education,
health, and higher education. By serving on these committees I am able to
have direct influence on state aid to
local school districts, funding for SUNY
schools and community colleges, and
programs that play a role in the health
and well-being of all New Yorkers.
The education sub-committee is one
of the most meaningful groups. I have
served on this particular sub-committee
on a number of occasions and continue
to request that I be a part of this panel.
My advocacy on this committee has
helped direct additional state aid funding to our neediest schools.
This year, as I meet with my colleagues
and discuss the education budget my
leading priority is to eliminate the Gap
Elimination Adjustment (GEA) which
has cost schools locally and across the
state millions of dollars. I voted against
the GEA when it was first imposed and
have been working to make sure our
schools are paid back ever since. This
must be the year that the GEA is finally
retired. We must also make certain that
other aid categories are properly funded
and that state education aid is sent
where it is needed most – low wealth,
high need school districts.
The higher education portion of the budget is also vital to our region because
so many SUNY schools and community
colleges are located here. It is imperative that our on-campus facilities and
programs are top-notch to attract the
best and brightest students and prepare them for success after graduation.
These schools also play an important

The Home of Guaranteed Credit Approval
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The following article appeared in the New York Forest Owner,
July/August 1995. Mrs. Steger thought it should be reprinted, since an
article appeared in another publication seemed uninformative to her and
her husband. Don actually cut 500 face cords of wood every year for 20
years. Now, at age 92, he is still proud and satisfied to keep a 2-year
supply ahead for their personal use.
Our readers may recall that Don was featured in the November
19th issue of The Homer News in an interview by Tony Kissel regarding
Don's professional baseball career.

Firewood Was the Answer

105 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN

AAUW To Host Math Become a
And Science Program Homeowner in
2016!
For Girls

Don Steger's neatly stacked fire wood
By Don Steger
Cutting firewood began at Cold Brook
Farm in 1956 when we installed a wood
burning furnace in our old farmhouse. I
soon found a market for fireplace wood
and produced about 100 face cords a
year in spare time from work on our
game farm and hunting preserve.
Our 1,100 acre farm consists of approximately 800 acres of woodland. Of that,
200 acres had always been woodland
and 600 acres have since reverted
to woodland after cultivation. It soon
became apparent to me that in our
woodland were trees of poor form,
some low quality species, and areas
where the trees were just growing too
thick.
Cutting firewood was the answer for
me. Because of the demands of the
game farm, time did not permit me
to turn all the culls and thinning into
firewood. Much was left in the woods
where it was cut.
In 1981 my wife and I retired, she from
teaching and I from operating the game
farm. We purchased a wheel skidder
and wood splitter; and I started working
in the woods full time. The energy crisis
was here and firewood was in demand.
After cutting and splitting all spring and
early summer, in the fall of 1981 I had
500 face cords all stacked, dry, and
ready for marketing.
I cut only the harder woods for sale,
no basswood, poplar, or tulip. Rot is
split out and larger knots are excluded.
My split wood is stacked off the ground
in individual stacks and at least as far
apart as the length of the wood, with the
bark side facing up.

Why? Bark holds the moisture in the
wood, green and after it is cut With the
bark side up the moisture will drain
out faster. The wood storage area
should have good air movement and
as much direct sunlight as possible.
Our customers expect a dry uniform
product year after year and this is
what we supply. If even drier wood is
wanted, it should be kept inside where
the relative humidity is usually lower
and constant. Trees can be cut when
the leaves are out and can be left until
the leaves are dry and brittle. This
removes about half of the moisture.
This is a good plan for weekend cutters, saving them some drying time.
We now heat our lOO-year-old home
with a wood burning boiler in an adjacent building. In the boiler we burn
odd-sized pieces, knotty wood, some
rot, and some softer woods.
Everyone has something they do
well. I can stack wood. Neat stacks
of firewood drying in the summer sun
give me a feeling of unparalleled satisfaction, except perhaps for the sound
of a tom turkey gobbling in the spring
woods.
The commercial firewood cutter should
live by a simple rule: make a good
product and deal fairly with his customers.
Don served as chairman of the NYS
Region 7 Forest Practice Board for
over ten years; a past recipient of the
NYS Outstanding Tree Farmer Award,
his Tree Farm is located in Cortland
County.

Ingrid & Ilsa Kantola, Don & Connie Steger's granddaughters,
in front of couple of Don's wood piles.

Cortland, NY - The Cortland and Ithaca
branches of the American Association
of University Women (AAUW) have
been awarded a $5,000 grant to help
fund Tech Savvy, a daylong event
designed to show girls firsthand how
science, technology, engineering, and
math (STEM) fields can lead to exciting careers. Conference registration will
open in mid February.
Up to one hundred and twenty sixth-to
ninth-grade girls and their families will
gather at Tompkins Cortland Community
College on April 9, 2016. The day’s
schedule will include hands-on STEM
and skills workshops for girls, as well as
programming for parents to help them
reinforce girls’ interest in STEM.
“Last year’s conference was a big
hit with students and parents alike.
This year’s program will be even more
informative and engaging. It is designed
to assure girls they can be physicists,
mathematicians, computer scientists
and engineers, professions that few
females pursue right now,” said Sheila
Cohen, Chair of Cortland’s 2015 Tech
Savvy conference.
Although women fill close to half of
all jobs in the U.S. economy, they hold
less than 25 percent of STEM jobs. The
Cortland and Ithaca branches’ program
is one of 22 nationwide working to
improve those numbers.
Tech Savvy and similar programs
are one way to increase the number of
women in the STEM pipeline. Other recommendations, including suggestions
for employers, appear in AAUW’s new
research report, Solving the Equation:
The Variables for Women’s Success in
Engineering and Computing.
“STEM’s gender problem is well
known,” said Jill Birdwhistell, AAUW
Chief Operating Officer. “We’re working
with parents, teachers, and employers
on solutions like Tech Savvy because
attracting and retaining women in STEM
fields isn’t just the right thing to do; it’s
the smart thing to do.”
Created in 2006 by Tamara Brown,
then-president of the AAUW Buffalo
(NY) Branch, Tech Savvy has since
served more than 3,500 girls. As a
result of her work, Brown was honored
as a White House Champion of Change.
***
The American Association of University
Women (AAUW) empowers women and
girls through advocacy, education, philanthropy, and research. Our nonpartisan, nonprofit organization has more
than 170,000 members and supporters
across the United States, as well as
1,000 local branches and more than
800 college and university partners.
Since AAUW’s founding in 1881, our
members have examined and taken
positions on the fundamental issues of
the day — educational, social, economic, and political. Learn more and join us
at www.aauw.org.

Apply today and you could be our
next homeowner! We’re looking for a
Partner Family for our 2016 build at
27 Kent Road in Cortland. If you, or a
family you know, is interested in applying to become a Habitat homeowner,
please contact Liz Warner at liz@tchabitat.com or call us at 607-844-3529.

LWV Seeks HS Students
for Conference
Is there a high school student you know
of who might be interested in a great
learning experience? A ‘Students Inside
Albany’ conference, sponsored by the
local and state chapters of the League
of Women Voters will be held Sun-Wed,
May 22-25, 2016. All expenses are paid
including three nights at a hotel in downtown Albany.
Interested Cortland County High
School students, male or female, in any
grade, may apply. Applicants will complete a simple application form, write an
essay explaining their interest in community issues and/or politics or history
and submit one letter of reference. For
a conference brochure, contact Linda
Frank via e-mail at lindalen@twcny.
rr.com or by phone at 607-749-4963.
The local deadline for completed applications is Feb 3, 2016.

Job Corps
Interviews Feb. 1
Job Corps Orientation and Interviews
for 16-24 year olds will be held Monday,
February 1st at 11:00am at Cortland
Works Career Center, 99 Main St.,
Cortland, NY 13045. Job Corps, administered by the U.S. Dept. of Labor,
offers free career technical training for
16 – 24 year olds in auto mechanics,
auto body repair, medical & business
office, C.N.A., L.P.N, construction, culinary arts, security guard and more.
The program includes up to two years
education and training, campus housing, meals and other services. There
is no cost to eligible students. Both
high school graduates and non-graduates may apply. If needed, a student
can also get a NY State High School
Equivalency (TASC) or high school
diploma at the same time they train for
a career at Job Corps.
Interested students must call
Admissions Counselor Felicia Holland
at (315) 478-5529 to see if you are
eligible for the program and to reserve
their seat.
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Another Successful Pinewood Derby . . . .
Cub Scout Pack 85 of Homer held their annual Pinewood
Derby Jan. 23, 2016.
There were approximately 80 cars entered, including a few
from family members of the scouts. Each car made 4 runs
on the 4 lane track, one run in each lane, to ensure fairness.
Electronic timing of the cars showed just how close the races
were. Without the electronic timing, it would have been very
difficult to determine the winner is most of the races.
Two of the cars entered were modeled after Police cars.
Homer Patrolman Emmett Neno stopped by the races to
view the cars and noted, "I'm not going to write any speeding
tickets here today. This is a controlled and sanctioned race."

Scouts watch the cars on the track

Stacy Hall, Ptl. Emmett Neno, and Matthew with the police
cars at the Pinewood Derby

This car was one of the fastest cars of the day.
Two of the sleek cars waiting to race.

The "Pit Crew", left to right; Jim McMullen, Jason Cicioni, Buster Hall, and Pat Clune
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Score One - continued from page 6
ings or disclosed a list of proposals. In
10 months, the Assembly Democrats
have produced absolutely nothing but
wasted time.
Assembly Majority Leader Joe Morelle
spoke on the floor to express his
objection to our reforms by defending
the principles of “majority rule” and
suggesting that our resolutions were
“undemocratic.” There is no shortage
of irony here.
Mr. Morelle has been the lead sponsor
on legislation to legalize Mixed Martial
Arts (MMA) in New York. Despite having more than 70 sponsors, despite
bipartisan support, despite passage in
the state Senate and despite his status
as the number-two Democrat in the
Assembly, Mr. Morelle’s MMA bill has
gone nowhere. That’s not how government should work.
One might think that Mr. Morelle should

WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

Your Classified
Y
Ad HERE could
be helping you
raise cash to pay
your taxes!!

As a Conference, we have been
unwavering in our fight to implement
meaningful ethics reforms and restore
the public trust.
In the State Assembly, we are the only
ones fighting.
What do you think? I want to hear from
you. Send me your feedback, suggestions and ideas regarding this or any
other issue facing New York State.
You can always contact my district
office at (315) 781-2030, email me at
kolbb@assembly.state.ny.us, find me
by searching for Assemblyman Brian
Kolb on Facebook and follow me on
Twitter.

THEME: SUPER BOWL
ACROSS
1. October stones
6. "The ____ bone's connected to
the back bone"
9. Show appreciation
13. Set to zero
14. Down Under bird
15. James Blunt's "____ Beautiful"
16. Actor Owen
17. Credit card rate
18. Bone-chilling
19. To begin with
21. *NFL Comissioner
23. Doh, re, mi, fa, ____, la, ti, doh
24. Beacon light
25. Actors' group
28. First name in jeans
30. Russian grandmaster
35. Heidi's shoe
37. Bulgarian money
39. Actress Watts
40. Indian music
41. 100 centimes
43. *Teams have an offensive and
defensive one for the game
44. Frenchman's love
46. Charlie "Bird" Parker's sax
47. Pop group "'N ____"
48. *Like Super Bowl 50
50. Virginia Institute of Marine
Science
52. Epitome of easiness
53. Margarita fruit
55. Throw one under it?
57. *Expensive big game purchase
61. *Three-time Super Bowl MVP
65. Some are bright
66. Chain letters
68. Defier
69. Mr. Ed's remark
70. Young newt
71. Do like phoenix
72. Sunbathes
73. High or low card
74. "The Second Coming" poet

DOWN
1. Black and white "killer"
2. Fox coat, e.g.
3. "Clueless" catch phrase
4. *Played this year at ____ Stadium
5. End of "cholesterol"
6. Asia's "____ of the Moment"
7. Rascal
8. Rid of impurities
9. Like most U.S. campuses
10. A siren's song, e.g.
11. Seed cover
12. Banana skin
15. Beefeater
20. Elf perch
22. Acorn producer

= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS

be in favor of reforms that help him,
help get his MMA bill off a shelf, and
help the constituents he represents.
But this is Albany, and another example of politics coming before good
public policy.

Solution to
Jan. 14
Puzzle

24. Mollusks with two shells hinged together
25. Scrawny one
26. Remember this battle
27. "Taras Bulba" author
29. Wang or Bradley
31. *Walter Payton does it in "The Super Bowl Shuffle"
32. Tissue growth
33. Yemeni neighbor
34. *Given name of man the trophy is named after
36. Cheap trinket
38. Not in favor
42. Fast food option
45. Dog stand staple
49. Jodie Foster's '08 movie "____'s Island"
51. *Game day
54. Mythological princess of Colchis
56. Fixed look
57. Not a word?
58. One of #65 Across
59. Bit attachment
60. Links to a posted photo
61. First one on a ship
62. Pavarotti's song
63. Hitler's Eagle's ____
64. Aphrodite's lover
67. *Represented last year by Seahawks
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

Nichole Ponticello

6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

SALES

607-749-2442


&HOO
)D[

3b16

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator

www.jackmcnerneychevrolet.com

mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

5b16

12c16

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

12b15

Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
4b16
11b15

Climate controlled available at Luker Road
3b15

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building

11b15
12B15

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852

11b15

12c16

A

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News

Bring Us Your Car,
Van, or Truck
607/753-1714
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV

Jim Ferris

ASE Certified Master Auto Tech

Rt. 13 North
at Lorings Crossing

“Big or Small, We Fix Them All”
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Happy 90th Birthday to Ken Eaton
at The CNY Living History Center
Approximately 35 people attended the 90th birthday party honoring Ken Eaton at the CNY Living
History Center on Saturday, January 16, 2016.
Ken's son Charles (Chuck) and his daughter
Diana McGee were present to greet the visitors.
Chuck showed a short video that was compiled
from several hours of videos taken of Ken several years ago.
In the video, Ken showed a 10th Mountain
Division World War II uniform from Dwight Beede
of Homer. Ken described how he acquired items
in his collection. Many were donated by widows
of military personnel who wished provide a safe
place for the men's items to be preserved.
Ken started collecting Civil War items, then got
into collecting Japanese items when he camb
back from Worls War II. He later began collecting German artifacts. Ken served in the Far East
during World War II in a radar unit.
Ken Eaton

After the presentation, birthday cake and light
refreshments were served.
Chuck Eaton emphasized that the collection
needs attention. It is deteriorating as it ages.
Funds are needed and helping hands are too, in
order to preserve the artifacts. Researchers are
also needed, as well as people to help at events
such as the National Day of the Cowboy.
For more information on volunteer opportunities:
Email: info@cnylivinghistory.org . Phone: 607299-4185

Diana McGee, (left) and Charles (Chuck) Eaton in front of the portrait of their father at the
Homeville Museum of the CNY Living History Center.

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Larry Jones reading the December 3, 2015 “The Homer News”
at a dairy farm in Northeastern Ukraine on the road to Moscow

