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Another
Successful
Winterfest
Homer Winterfest 2016 was a huge
success despite the lack of snow. The
temperatures remained cold enough
for the ice on the Village Green
to endure. Skating was enjoyed by
"kids" of all ages.
The Ice Sculptures, a new feature this year, were a big hit with
everyone. The wokmanship in the 4
pieces was outstanding, as can be
seen in the photos at left.
The bonfire and fireworks Friday
night drew a large crowd as usual,
even though the air was cold.
The events throughout the village,
including but not limited to; American
Legion dance, Chili Cook-Off at
Ho-Beau's; WingFest and Clams at
the Elks Club, antiques and crafts at
the intermediate school, were all well
attended.
The Winterfest Committee will
begin plannning soon for Winterfest
2017. It will be interesting to see
what they will come up with to surpass this year's event.

Harry Coleman Photos
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Around Town
Democrats
Choose Steck &
Riley to Run for
Trustee Seats

Our Readers Write
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.
Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Clune: Thank You
To the Editor:
To all the voters who attended the
Republican Caucus on 21 January,
my sincerest "Thank You" for nominating me as one of your candidates for village trustee. Over the
next four weeks I'll expand upon
the points I presented that evening;
Openness in government, the Town
Hall, Zombie houses and my view
on the budget. I look forward to discussing these and any other issues
you may have.
Sincerely,
Patrick Clune

Several Issues in
Village Election
Dear Editor:
I'd like to take this opportunity to
express my heartfelt "Thanks" to all
who attended the Republican caucus, especially to those who voted
for me and nominated me to be one
of the candidates for Trustee.
There are several issues that I feel
need to be addressed, and I will
be discussing them with the voters
when I get out to meet with them.
By working together, we can do
much more for the Village of Homer.
Ed Finkbeiner

Subscription Rates:
The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!
Circulation: 3,800 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2015 The Homer News

The Homer NEWS
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Contributors
Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney,
Ed Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman,
Nanci McCraine, Kathy Beardsley

Get The Homer News at:

Do You Like To Sing?
Come Sing With the Community Chorus at
the Center for the Arts
The Center for the Arts in Homer is
hosting the fifth year of its Community
Chorus. We are now registering new
and returning members for the spring
2016 session. Talented musician,
Marina Gorelaya, brings her extensive
experience and enthusiasm to the role
of our chorus director. Chorus membership is open to men and women, 16
and older, who enjoy singing.
No auditions are required to join the
chorus, and chorus members do not
need to know how to read music. At
the end of the session, we perform for
the residents of local retirement and
nursing homes.
The chorus will meet on Tuesday
evenings from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM
beginning February 23, 2016. We will
meet at the Center for the Arts.
The chorus will practice a diverse
selection of songs. A membership
fee of $40 ($35 for Center for the
Arts members) will help defray the
cost of the 10-week spring session.
Scholarships are available.

This chorus is planned to be a relaxing and enjoyable night out for all participants. Encourage your friends and
family members to be a part of this fun
way to share the joy of singing.
If you would like to join the Center for
the Arts’ Community Chorus, please call
Teri Holbert at 749-4900 or email teri@
center4art.org to receive a registration
form and updated information.

LAND
For Sale

OWNER FINANCING on 6.6 acres
of land in the back of a
development.
Priced at $15,000, $5,000 down,
interest and payments negotiable.
Call: Elaine Olson, Broker,
E.M.O.Real Estate at 607-749-3912

The Democratic caucus held its
nominating meeting January 26th at
the American Legion meeting room.
Approximately 17 Democrats were
present for the caucus chaired by
Democratic Party chairman Tim Perfetti.
Janet Steck, who ran for trustee several years ago, was nominated to run
for a seat on the Village Board.
Former trustee Suzanne Riley was
nominated for the second vacant seat
on the board.
Steck ran for a seat on the board
back in 2004. Riley has served on the
board previously. She lost her seat last
March.
Incumbent Democratic trustee Paul
Gower did not seek the nomination
for reelection. He thanked those present for their support over the past few
years.
Riley and Steck will face Republicans
Ed Finkbeiner and Patrick Clune.
Republicans nominated Finkbeiner and
Clune earlier in January over incumbent Republican trustee Andy Brush.
The village election will be March 15
in the Paul Hill Community Building.

A.A.R.P. Smart
Driver Class:
A two-session driver refresher course
geared for drivers aged 50 and older,
but open to drivers of any age, is being
offered during February in Homer. This
course is approved by the N.Y.S. D.M.V.
for points & insurance reduction.
Tues. Feb. 16 & Wed. Feb. 17
1:00 – 4:00 PM
Homer Senior Center, Homer Town
Hall, Lower Level (Enter from back
parking lot)
31 North Main Street, Homer
Preregistration required. Call the
Cortland County Health Dept. @ 7585509. Classes may be rescheduled
due to lack of registration, and walk-ins
might be turned away.
Sponsored by: RSVP, AARP, Cortland
County Health Dept., & the Area Agency
on Aging.

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

Village Food Market, Phillips Free Library, Homer
Men’s and Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's, Oh
My Goodness Health Foods, Edgewood Bakery,
Lucky Kitchen, Key Bank, Sherman House, Homer
Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins,
Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl Space, Dandy Mart,
Uncle Tom's Deli, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive
In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's
Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center,
Steve & Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Homer
Village Office, Antiques on James.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

ADVERTISING:
To place an ad in The Homer News,
phone 607.749.2613; email: editor@
thehomernews.com

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, unbiased
community service and forum.

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

We Care About Our Community

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be Feb. 25, 2016. DEADLINE: for ads and news is
Feb. 16, 2016
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Local Runner Looking to
Compete in Olympic Trials

Homer History

Fund Raising Efforts Underway

Parenting in any time period can be
a challenge. Can anyone relate to this
account of a parental situation faced by
a nineteenth century father? It seems
that Paris and Lydia Jane Barber, prominent Homer citizens residing on Clinton
Street in the village, had three children,
two girls and a younger boy. It was
Paris’ intent to raise the children to be
curious about the world around them
and to always be worthy of their parents’ trust, but Charlie put that intent to
the test one day.
Paris was sitting at a mahogany desk,
engaged in some writing, and young
Charlie was playing near the fireplace.
The lad decided to interrupt his father’s
work to ask a question he had been
pondering: “Father, may I take the
brass shovel from the fireplace set and
use it out of doors to make mud pies?”
Paris merely smiled and replied,
“No.” Both father and son returned
to their tasks. After several minutes,
Charlie returned with a second question: “Father, if the shovel gets broken
could I have it to play with?” And Paris,

The Village of Homer may be small in
comparison to a lot of other places that
one may grow up in, but it was the perfect size and location for our daughter
Heather Wilson.
She attended the Homer Children’s
Center, and Homer Central Schools as
well as attended St. Margaret’s Church.
One of her favorite foods is a “Girl Scout
Cookie Flurry” from our own Super
Cream Dairy Bar!
Heather chose to give track a try in
Jr. High School with the urging of one
of her Physical Education teachers.
She also played soccer for Homer, and
swam on the Stinger’s Swim Team. A
hard choice was made between multiple sports, and Heather chose track
full time. She worked hard with many
different coaches, earned 14 Varsity
letters and was a 6 time MVP. She
competed in many different NYS Track
meets. She was recently inducted into
the Homer Central Schools Athletic Hall
of Fame.
Heather was recruited as a walkon to the University of Connecticut
Women’s track team. As a walk-on, she
worked hard and excelled to become
a 5 time All American. While finishing
up her Exercise Science degree and
being accepted into Physical Therapy
School she was contacted by Francis
X. Gagliano, the head coach of the New
Jersey-New York Track Club.
Heather is now an elite athlete with the
New Jersey-New York Track Club under
legendary coach, Francis X. Gagliano.
During her 3 years on the team she has
run with and met many Olympians. One
of of her most recent accomplishments
is breaking 4:30 in the mile, making her
the 60th U.S. woman in history to break
this time. The Millrose Games in NYC
on February 20th she will be featured in
the mile.
With the Olympic Year upon us,
Heather and her team are trying to raise
a total of $100,000 to cover the many
costs for the Olympic trials in July of this
year and the Olympics in August. This
is no easy task. The hope is that the

Village of Homer and beyond will aid in
support.
The daughter of Bruce and Cathleen
Wilson who grew up in the small Village
of Homer is now eyeing the Olympic
torch.
Please consider making a donation
to Heather and her club. No donation is too small. All donations are tax
deductible.
Online donations may be made by
going to:
www.njnytc.com
click on “support us“ tab
click “support your favorite runner”
select “Heather Wilson”
Checks may be made out to:
“NJ-NY Track Club”
Put “Heather Wilson” in the memo
section and mail to:
358 Park Avenue, Rye, NY 10580

By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

A Sorely Tested Homer Parent

St. Margaret’s to
Hold Spaghetti
Supper

POST FRAME
$JULFXOWXUDO&RPPHUFLDO(TXHVWULDQ6ROLG&RUH&RQVWUXFWLRQ
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Over 30 years experience in the construction industry
Don Richards

CCC

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

General Manager

Ted Renninger
Construction Manager

Cell: 607-745-7779
Office: 607-749-7770
Fax: 607-749-7239

The Homer Village Board held its
monthly meeting Feb. 2 in the fire
Department Day Room.
The department reports were approved
as submitted. Recreation Director Jeff
Lewis told the board that the ice on the
Village Green was excellent, thanks to
the devoted efforts of Ralph Thornton
and the firemen who helped him.
The Mayor announced that there was
only one bidder, Thoma Development,
for the proposal to apply for a Micro
Enterprise Grant.
The village will begin phasing in
the installation of new water meters,
purchased with a grant, that will eliminate the manual quarterly readings.
Readings will be done electronically.
The phase-in will be done over several
years as money becomes available.
Attorney Francis Casullo reported
on the Vacant Building Local Law. He
has identified the owners of about 15
properties that are in violation of the
law. He will send letters to the owners
notifying them that they must comply by
responding to the Code Enforcement
Officer within 10 days.

Physical Therapy

A building that is:

t&GmDJFOU
t$PNGPSUBCMF
t%VSBCMF
t-PX.BJOUFOBODF
t*NQBDU3FTJTUBOU

Homer Village Board

St. Margaret’s Church will hold
their Annual Spaghetti Supper on
Wednesday, March 2 in the Parish
Hall, Copeland Avenue, Homer.
Seatings are available at 5:00 pm
and 6:30 pm.
Take-outs are available – pick up
promptly at 4:45 pm.
ADVANCE SALE tickets ONLY:
Feb . 1 thru Feb. 28, 2016.
Tickets are available after weekend
Masses or by calling Elaine Kozub,
749-7456.
Adults: $10.00 – Children 4-12: $6.00
– 3 & under: Free
Dinner prepared by Dave Basile and
the Central City “Crew”

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.

still smiling, replied, “Yes, of course.
When the shovel is not fit for use then
it will be your plaything.” Charlie went
off pondering this answer. More time
passed.
Then there was the sound of breaking
metal. Paris looked up and was astonished to see his son standing before
him holding the shovel with a piece of
its handle missing.
“It got broken, father. So now I can
have it, can’t I?”
It has been recorded that Paris “went
into direct action to the acute sorrow of
his son.” To be sure, Paris was not smiling at that moment. It was also recorded that the mutilated shovel continued
its service at the fireplace for many
years to come, bearing testimony to
the fact that trust in one’s children has
its limitations. Perhaps, too, it served as
a reminder that parental responses to
children’s curiosity-fed questions must
be carefully thought through.

Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
Now at Our
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
NEW Location
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
27 N. Main St.
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
Homer, NY
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KUHQ+H\HU37'37)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<ZZZKH\HUSWFRP
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Doing Things Together
So, the Teen Film Club’s play for
Winterfest was last week and it turned
out great, if I must say so myself. I was
the prompter and there were occasionally lines I’d never heard before. But
still we made it through and everyone
laughed at all the right places.
Of course, the play wasn’t just put
on by the teens. Members of the 5th and
6th grade Writers’ Club helped, along
with a 3rd grade book club member
and three Rockin’ Readers. And for
me that’s what made the play so much
fun, seeing 2nd graders to 11th graders
working together to create something.
That’s what the library is all about.
Bringing people of all ages together to
learn, play, and create. It’s definitely
the idea behind the MakerSpace – a
place where people of all ages can come
together, sharing skills, knowledge, and
enthusiasm. I see it every time one of
our Teen Tech Volunteers helps one of
us old folks learn how to use an iPad
or download an ebook. The teens, born
long after the advent of computers,
seem to have absorbed knowledge of
them from infancy. They have so much
to offer those of us who are less technologically savvy. And anytime the teens
run into something they can’t figure
out they say, “ask one of the little kids,
they’ll know.” Then there’s the Knitting
group, where long time knitters help
one of the Rockin’ Readers learn to cast
on and knit. Older more-experienced
hands putting knowledge into tiny stilllearning hands.
Every time we have a demo night,
that’s our goal – to bring everyone
together to learn and create. Sometimes
it works, like when we did origami led
by a teen and taught to kids from 2nd
grade to those of us who longer share
our age or grade level. Sometimes when
we plan a demo night, I hear people say
“Oh, that’s just for kids,” but nothing
is just for kids, whether it’s children’s
books, plays at the library, or creating
at the MakerSpace.
This month for demo night at the
MakerSpace, we’ll be doing Zen
Doodling and Coloring for Adults, but
that doesn’t mean no kids are allowed.
Zen Doodling and Coloring Books for
Adults are supposed to be incredibly
calming and relaxing, but in fact coloring in all those intricate small spaces
and having to choose what color to
use is quite nerve-wracking. So we are
going to need some children there to
show us how to color with abandon.
And maybe even color outside the lines.
We also will be having a couple intergenerational book discussions coming
up, starting with a discussion of Shane
Peacock’s Eye of the Crow, the first in
his The Boy Sherlock Holmes Series.
The discussion will be Tuesday, Feb.
23rd at 6:30 pm. It’s open to those in
5th grade through adults. Everyone who
signs up will get a free copy of the book,
thanks to a grant from the Bernard Carl
and Shirley Rosen Library Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins
County. So join us, because you can
learn a lot from others, no matter what
their age. And everything is more fun
when we do it together.

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler Story Time is Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am, when school is in session. There are no programs on snow
days or school holidays. Upcoming
themes are:
Feb. 10th - Hugs & Kisses
Feb. 17th – No program
Feb. 24th - Cowboys and Cowgirls

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is Wednesdays
at 3:20 pm. This is a fun program with
stories, crafts, games, and songs. There
are no programs on snow days or school
holidays. Upcoming themes will be:
Feb. 10th- Chinese New Year’s
Feb. 17th – No program
Feb. 24th- William “Buffalo Bill”
Cody’s Birthday- Cowboys and
Cowgirls

Job Application Assistance
Need helping filling out an online job
application or creating a resume? Stop
by for help on Thursdays from 4-6 pm
in the MakerSpace.

Catapult Challenge in the
MakerSpace
Come build a catapult and see well is
works. Friday, Feb. 12th from 4 to 5:30
pm, those in 4th to 8th grade can sign up
to build a catapult and test it out. Sign
up at the library.

Movie over Winter Break
Join us for a showing of Minions on
Tuesday, Feb. 16th at 2:30 pm. There’ll
be popcorn. Children should be accompanied by an adult.

Demo Night at the MakerSpace
Discover the relaxing and mindful
qualities of coloring and doodling. A
program for all ages on Zen Doodling
and coloring books for children and
adults will be held in the MakerSpace
on Tuesday, Feb. 16th at 6:30 pm. No
matter what your age, come color inside
or outside the lines.

Intergenerational Book
Discussion
Tuesday, Feb. 23rd at 6:30 pm there’ll
be a discussion of Shane Peacock’s Eye
of the Crow, the first in his The Boy
Sherlock Holmes Series. The discussion
is open to those in 5th grade through
adults. Everyone who signs up will get
a free copy of the book, thanks to a
grant from the Bernard Carl and Shirley
Rosen Library Fund of the Community
Foundation of Tompkins County. Preregister at the library and join us for a
great discussion of this soon to be classic middle grade mystery.

Knitting at the MakerSpace
The knitting group meets the first
Wednesday of each month at 3:30 pm.
The group is open to all ages and all
levels of expertise, from beginners to
long time knitters. If you love to knit,
or want to learn how, be sure to join the
fun. The March meeting will be March
2nd at 3:30 pm.

FINANCIAL FOCUS
Think About Sending Financial
“Valentines” to Loved Ones
Americans spent nearly $19
billion in Valentine’s Day gifts last
year, according to the National Retail
Federation. Much of this money went
for gifts with short shelf lives, such as
candy, flowers and restaurant meals
(and about $700 million was spent on
gifts for pets). There’s certainly nothing wrong with giving chocolates or
roses. But this year, think about going
beyond the classic gifts. Instead, use
Valentine’s Day as an opportunity to
determine how you can make gifts
with long-lasting impact to your circle
of loved ones.
Here are some suggestions:
• For your spouse or significant
other … As long as your spouse or
significant other has earned income,
he or she may be able to contribute
to a traditional or Roth IRA. So, consider giving a check to be used for
that purpose. A traditional IRA can
grow tax deferred, while contributions
are usually tax-deductible. (Taxes are
due upon withdrawal, and withdrawals
prior to 59½ may be subject to a 10%
IRS penalty.) While Roth IRA contributions are not deductible, any earnings growth can be distributed tax free,
provided the account owner doesn’t
take withdrawals until age 59½ and
has had the account at least five years.
For 2015 and 2016, the IRA contribution limit is $5,500, or $6,500 for those
50 or older.
• For your children … You don’t
have to be rich to give your children a
gift worth $1 million – you just have
to help them through school. College
graduates earn about $1 million more
over their lifetimes than those without
a degree, according to research from
the Federal Reserve Bank of New
York. Still, college isn’t cheap: The
average annual cost – tuition, fees,
room and board – for a private fouryear college is more than $42,000,
according to the College Board, while
the comparable figure for a public
four-year school is about $19,000. Of

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. During the school
year, they are available Mondays from
3-5 pm to help you with your technology needs.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting
will be March 21st at 7 pm in the
Community Meeting Room. Meetings
are open to the public.
For more information about any of
our programs call 749-4616 or check
out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
2 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

course, if financial aid is available, you
could get some help. Nonetheless, you
may want to start putting away money
for college. One popular college savings vehicle is a 529 plan. Your 529
plan contributions may be deductible
from your state taxes, and any earnings growth can be withdrawn tax-free,
provided it is used for qualified higher
education expenses. (However, if you
take withdrawals from your 529 plan,
and you don’t use the money for these
higher education expenses, you may be
subject to both income tax and a 10%
penalty on the earnings.)
For your parents … If you have
elderly parents, you may want to find
out if they’ve got their retirement and
estate plans in place. If they’ve already
taken care of everything, you may not
need to get involved – but if they’ve
left some “loose ends,” your help could
be a valuable gift. So, ask them if
they have drawn up the necessary legal
documents. Do they each have a will?
Have they created a durable power of
attorney, which allows them to name
someone to make financial and health
care decisions on their behalf if they
become incapacitated?
If it appears they have much work
to do in these areas, you may want
to offer to arrange a consultation
for them with a legal advisor and a
financial professional.
None of these ideas are “traditional” Valentine’s Day gifts – but all
of them can prove of great value to
your loved ones.
This article was written by Edward Jones
for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor, Jim Hopkins

EVENTS
CALENDAR
Feb. 13 - Saturday
“A Taste of Chocolate”, a food-tasting
event, will be held on Sat. Feb. 13,
from 1:00 -4:00 pm, at the Columbian
Presbyterian Church (located on the
corner of Rtes. 11 & 20, LaFayette).
Tempt your taste-buds with samples
of dozens of treats made with many
varieties of chocolate. You can also fill
a box with goodies for your sweetheart.
Admission is free; samples are only $
.50. There will also be full-sized desserts
that you purchase for later. 50% of the
proceeds will be donated to LaFayette
Outreach, our local food pantry. Info.:
677-3293, cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com , or
www.ColumbianPresbyterianChurch.
com .
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines. Feb. 16, 2016 for the Feb. 25,
2016 issue.
FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 until 1:00
and the 3rd Thursday during
the summer months of May to
September from 6:00 until 7:30
pm. Walk-ins are welcome. For
information or emergency,
call 749-7159
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Multi Garage Sales every month at
45 N. Fulton St, Homer
Located in a 2 building warehouse, local home owners rent an
individual room and set up their household items for sale.

Inside, heated buildings, rest rooms, hot coffee, refreshments,
high traffic, and well established: 5th year!

Plan now to stop and shop Feb 26, 27 9-3.
First sale in 2016 with fresh merchandise from local homes: dressers, cabinets,
dining room chairs, tables, sofas, Victrola/records, glassware, dishes, oil paintings,
tools, books, CDs and more. All priced to sell as owners downsize and declutter.
Sale by ATOG and friends. (A Touch of Glass) see FB page
or call 607 749 3504 for info to rent/consign
THEME: VALENTINE'S DAY
ACROSS
1. Often follows "taken"
6. Common inquiries
9. Tibetan monk
13. Shakira's soccer-playing partner Gerard
14. Down Under bird
15. Female fox
16. Greyish brown
17. *Romantic destination
18. Unable to move
19. *Valentine and the like
21. *a.k.a ____ Awareness Day to
some
23. Found on grass some mornings
24. *Lover of Aeneas
25. *Special celebratory drink
28. Preakness, e.g.
30. Release of gas
35. Baker's baker
37. "In the ____" by Village People
39. Sound of battle
40. "Nana" novelist
41. West African storyteller
43. ____-do-well
44. *Keep nuptials a secret
46. Alternative to truth
47. German mister
48. Nine voices, pl.
50. Seaside bird
52. Chester White's home
53. Lack of clarity
55. Workout unit
57. *Woo
61. *Popular Valentine shapes
64. Defendant's excuse
65. Cook's leaf
67. Torn down
69. Imitate
70. Grave acronym
71. Treeless plain
72. *Chaucer or Poe
73. Sierra Nevada, e.g.
74. An end zone is 10 of these
DOWN
1. Address abbreviation
2. Objectivity preventer
3. Greenish blue
4. *Expert archer?
5. More keen
6. Come clean, with "up"
7. Unit of electric current
8. To some degree
9. End of "traveling"
10. Figure skating jump
11. Mother in Provence
12. "Hardworking" insects
15. Relating to wine
20. Nasality in speech
22. *Words of commitment
24. Stray from the accepted

= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

Your Classified
Y
Ad HERE could
be helping you
raise cash to pay
your taxes!!

Solution to
Jan. 28
Puzzle

25. *Rose amount
26. Convex molding
27. Cantaloupe, e.g.
29. *Form of greeting
31. Hyperbolic tangent in math
32. Songs sung by three or more voices
33. Deflect
34. *"Love means never having to say you're ____"
36. Back of neck
38. Bygone era
42. To the point
45. Like Thai cuisine, e.g.
49. Cul de ____
51. Just about
54. Monochromatic equid
56. ___-____-la
57. Freeway exit
58. Hodgepodge
59. Play charades
60. Slightly
61. Hoopla
62. Russian autocrat
63. *Seal with a kiss and do this
66. Be ill or unwell
68. "____ and don'ts"
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider

Nichole Ponticello

6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

SALES

3b16

Homer, NY 13077

607-749-2442


&HOO
)D[

(607) 753-0300

Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator

www.jackmcnerneychevrolet.com

mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

5b16

12c16

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

12b15

Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077
3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
4b16
11b15

Climate controlled available at Luker Road
3b15

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building

11b15
12B15

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852

11b15

12c16

A

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News

Bring Us Your Car,
Van, or Truck
607/753-1714
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV

Jim Ferris

ASE Certified Master Auto Tech

Rt. 13 North
at Lorings Crossing

“Big or Small, We Fix Them All”
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The Center for the Arts of Homer Launches New
Community Theater Program, Center Players
The Center for the Arts of Homer
is pleased to announce the launch
of a new community theater program, Center Players, which builds
upon the foundation established by
C4Act which produced a wide variety of shows over the years starring
local talent.
Center Players will now feature an
entire season of live theater productions at affordable prices, by and for
the greater community, while providing a venue and an experience for
community artists to practice and
display their craft. Center Players
will also create opportunities for
learning through acting, directing,
writing and technical aspects of
live theater by offering opportunities for area theater enthusiasts
to directly participate in a diverse
offering of community theater productions. Center Players welcomes
new “players” of all skill levels, and
invites community members to be
part of live theater in an intimate
setting at the Center for the Arts.
“As the Center for the Arts continues to grow and evolve, our Center
Players will perform a title role in
expanding community involvement
efforts,” says Executive Director,
Ty Marshal. “We want to take all
the good things that arose from the
legacy of C4Act and expand those
things into Center Players. By starting fresh, we’re cleaning our slate
by inviting everyone to be a part
of this growing theater group that
will help us redefine what theater
means to each of us, and how it
can affect our community in positive
ways.”
The term “community theatre” was
coined by Louise Burleigh in 1917.
The movement has been called “art
theatre,” “little theatre,” “amateur
theatre,” or even “tributary theatre,”
and it is said to engage more people
in theatrical activity than all the
rest of the American theatre put
together.
“With one of the leading professional theater companies (Cortland
Repertory Theater) as one of our
neighbors, it’s obvious that this
area is already deeply committed
to the venerable art of live theater,”

Marshal said. “Creating another
opportunity for people to participate
directly deepens our collective commitment and grows support across
the board.”
‘The Threepenny Opera,’ directed
by Ben Wells, opens the spring
season. Based on the book and lyrics by Bertolt Brecht, music by Kurt
Weill, and the English adaptation by
Marc Blitzstein, shows will be
Thursday February 25 @ 8:00 p.m.,
Saturday February 27 @ 8:00 p.m.,
Sunday February 28 @ 2:00 p.m.,
Thursday March 3 @ 8:00 p.m.,
Friday March 4 @ 8:00 p.m., and
Sunday March 6 @ 2:00 p.m.
Set in Victorian London, the bitter tale is told of the predatory
outlaw known as Mack the Knife.
He secretly marries the daughter
of Soho’s underworld boss, but is
soon betrayed by his sinister inlaws and sent to prison. After being
freed by the police chief’s daughter, he is again betrayed- this time
by a prostitute-and sentenced to
death. At the final hour he manages a reprieve from Queen Victoria
herself, thus providing a menacing
finale of ferocious irony. Tickets
are $12 for adults, $10 for senior
citizens, and $5 for students.
The Center Players “Junior
Company” will present, ‘The Worst
Play in the History of Ever,’ by
Jeffrey Wolf, produced by William
Locke and directed by David
Perfetti. Both Locke and Perfetti
have produced and starred in wildly
successful family programming at
the Center for the Arts. Shows will
be Friday April 15 @ 8:00 p.m.,
Saturday April 16 @ 8:00 p.m., and
Sunday April 17 @ 2:00 p.m.
Part of the Chameleon Theater
Circle’s 14th Annual New Play
Festival and a finalist in the Ronald
M. Ruble New Play Festival, the
production will explore what it’s like
to “put on a play” in this heartwarming and humorous tale. Tickets are
$8 for adults, $6 for senior citizens,
and $3 for students.

Homer Town Board

The Homer Town Board held its
monthly meeting on Feb. 3 at the Town
Hall.
Director of the Center for the Arts,
Supervisor Fred Forbes told the
Ty Marshal, is a faithful dramatiza- board that the Town received notice
tion of the book’s plot and intent that it did not get approval for a grant
that retains both its affection for the that was applied for late last year. He
animals and the incisiveness of its and Thoma Development will be dismessage. Shows will be Thursday cussing with the granting agency why
the town was not approved.
May 12 at 7 p.m., Friday May 13 @
There was discussion concern8:00 p.m., Sunday May 15 @ 2:00 ing possibly raising building permit
p.m., Friday May 20 @ 8:00 p.m., fees. The consensus was that the fees
Saturday May 21 @ 8:00 p.m., and should not be raised, so the fees will
remain as they are for 2016.
Sunday May 22 @ 2:00 p.m.
Highway Supt. John Phelps reported on the activities of the Highway
George Orwell’s satire on the per- Department.
ils of Stalinism has proved magThe cold storage addition to the
nificently long-lived as a parable highway garage is done except for the
about totalitarianism anywhere and installation of the overhead doors.
The Wall Street bridge in the village
has given the world at least one
is in need of replacement and Phelps
immortal phrase: “Some are more is working with an engineer to proequal than others.” The animals vide specifications for the abutments.
on a farm drive out their master He is also conferring with the Village
and take over and run the farm for Superintendent of Water, Sewer and
themselves. The experiment is suc- Streets regarding location of undercessful, except that someone has ground utilities that are near the bridge.
It is expected that the lenticular truss
to take the deposed farmer’s place. iron bridge will be removed and be
Leadership devolves upon the pigs, replaced by a concrete structure.

which are cleverer than the rest
of the animals. Unfortunately, their
character is not equal to their intelligence. Tickets are $12 for adults,
$10 for senior citizens, and $5 for
students.
“Anyone who has ever felt the
warm glow from a spotlight knows
what a thrill it is to be involved in
community theatre,” says Locke, a
retired school district superintendent and educator who has been
actively involved in community
theater throughout his career, and
who counts his high school drama
teacher as one of his most important mentors. “That experience is
not only for the performers. The
lighting people, sound operators,
costume designers, scenic designers, backstage workers and ticket

HONEY

‘Animal Farm,’ by George Orwell,
adapted by Ian Wooldridge and
directed by the new Executive

607-749-7575
www.Cinquanti.com
Don’t Make a Move Without Us!

salespeople also know what it is like
to hear the sound of applause after
working on the labor of love that is
community theatre.
“And the best part of all is that you
do not have to be an expert at anything to be involved,” he adds. “All
you need is a willingness to give
of your time in collaborating on a
project that you will magically see
become greater than the sum of its
parts. All you need is the willingness to say to yourself, ‘I can do
that’”
For more information email: info@
center4art.org or call (607) 7494900.

HAPPY
VALENTINE'S
DAY
"HUG YOUR HONEY"
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Maxine Cleveland read The Homer News in Palm
Coast, FL in October, 2015

