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Our
Readers
Write
The Voice of the Town

The Homer News

Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.
Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to all
Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class). Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered for publication. All articles are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Materials not used
will be returned if a self-addressed stamped
envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,800 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2015 The Homer News

The Homer NEWS
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Contributors

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney,
Ed Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman,
Nanci McCraine, Kathy Beardsley

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Phillips Free Library, Homer
Men’s and Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's, Oh
My Goodness Health Foods, Edgewood Bakery,
Lucky Kitchen, Key Bank, Sherman House, Homer
Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins,
Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl Space, Dandy Mart,
Uncle Tom's Deli, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive
In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's
Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center,
Steve & Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Homer
Village Office, Antiques on James.

Clune: Thanks
for Your Trust
I'd like to thank all the voters that
came out in this years Village Trustee
Election. I am both honored and humbled in the trust you've placed in me
and will do my best to do what's right
for the entire Village.
Sincerely,
Patrick Clune

Finkbeiner Thanks
Voters
Thanks to all who came out and voted
for me at the past election and thanks to
all the people who kindly allowed me
to put signs on their lawn.
Your support and encouragement are
greatly appreciated.
I will keep you all informed on activities and issues facing the village and
you will always be able to talk to me
about your concerns.
Sincerely,
Ed Finkbeiner

RUN/WALK
Saturday March 26, 2016

9:00 AM

RACE DAY ENTRIES ARE WELCOME until 8:40 AM
Homer Elks Lodge #2506

EVENTS
CALENDAR
March 26 - Saturday
Red Cross Blood Drive - 8 am - 1 pm
at the 1st United Methodist Church.
Appoints appreciated, walk-ins welcome.
March 26 - Saturday
1 p.m. – Homeville Museum Presents:
Woodford
Brothers--Preserving
Heritage through Barn Restoration
April 9 - Saturday
1 p.m. – Homeville Museum Presents:
76th & 137th New York Infantry
Regiments at Gettysburg by historian and author Dave Clutz. Look for
his books under the pen name, David
Cleutz. His books include: War &
Redemption; 137th NY - Fields of Fame
& Glory; In Their Own Words - Col.
David Ireland and the 137th NY; and
Rebels in the Front Yard - Liberty at
Gettysburg
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines. Mar. 30, 2016 for the Apr. 7,
2016 issue.

Discover the True Story of Easter
at Grace Christian Fellowship
EASTER WORSHIP SERVICES
Saturday March 26th...6:00 p.m.
Sunday March 27th..9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery, infants - 4 years offered during both service times

Palm Sunday Services
Sunday March 20th. . .9:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Nursery, Sunday School for all ages

Maundy Thursday Communion Service
Thursday March 24th... 7:00 p.m.
1250 Fisher Ave., Cortland, NY
607-749-3233 www.gcfcortland.org
Need a ride? Call us!

No childcare provided

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
ADVERTISING:
To place an ad in The Homer News,
phone 607.749.2613; email: editor@
thehomernews.com
Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

All opinions expressed in Letters and Commentaries
are those of the writers and not of
The Homer News,
which is published as an independent, unbiased
community service and forum.

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

156 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

We Care About Our Community
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Put Your Tax Refund
To Work
In 2014, the average tax refund was
about $2,700. If you got that much this
year, what would you do with it?
You can probably think of a lot of
things you might do with $2,700. You
might decide to splurge and buy some
big-ticket item you’ve been eyeing. Or
you could use the money to pay down
some bills, which might be a good idea
especially if it helps improve your cash
flow. As an alternative, though, you
might want to consider investing the
money.
You might not think $2,700 would
make that big a difference to your
investment portfolio. But if you invested that $2,700 in a tax-advantaged
account, such as an IRA, and you left
the money alone, what might you earn?
After 30 years, your $2,700 would have
grown to more than $20,500, assuming
no further contributions and a hypothetical 7% annual return. That’s not
a fortune, of course, but it would help
boost your retirement savings somewhat — and since it originated from a
tax refund, it was accumulated pretty
effortlessly from your point of view.
Now suppose you put in the same
amount — $2,700 — to your IRA each
year for 30 years. Again assuming that
same hypothetical 7% annual return,
your money would have grown to
more than $272,000. And that amount
can indeed make a rather big difference in your retirement lifestyle.
Keep in mind that you’d eventually
have to pay taxes on that $272,000 if
you had been investing in a traditional
IRA, which is tax-deferred but not
tax-free. It is possible, however, that if
you start taking withdrawals when you
retire, you’ll be in a lower tax bracket.
If you meet the income guidelines
for contributing to a Roth IRA, though
you could avoid the tax issue altogether on your $272,000. That’s because
Roth IRA earnings grow tax-free,
provided you don’t start withdrawals
until you’re 59½ and you’ve had your
account for at least five years.
Thus far, we’ve only talked about
putting your tax refund to work in your
IRA — which, as we’ve seen, can be

Retirement Planning Seminar April 12

a very good idea. But suppose you’ve
already developed the excellent habit of
“maxing out” on your IRA each year by
contributing a set amount each month?
You can currently only put in up to
$5,500 per year to your IRA, or $6,500
if you’re 50 or older. So you could fully
fund your IRA by putting in about $458
per month (or $541 per month if you’re
50 or older).
Those amounts are not unreasonable
especially as you move deeper into you
career and your salary increases. If you
do reach these limits each month, what
could you do with your tax refund?
You can start by looking closely at your
portfolio to see if any gaps exist. Could
you, for example, use your tax refund to
further diversify your holdings? While
diversification can’t guarantee profits or
prevent losses, it can reduce the impact
of volatility on your portfolio — and
the less you feel the effects of volatility, the more likely you may be to stick
with your long-term strategy rather than
overreacting to short-term price drops.
So when Uncle Sam sends you that
refund, consider investing it one way or
another. You’ll be putting it to good use.
This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor, Jim Hopkins.

The Cortland County Area Agency
on Aging is hosting a presentation
for people who are planning for
retirement.
Guest speakers will be Marcie
Finlay - Attorney at Law, Susan
Suben - Long Term Care Assoc. &
Elder care Planning, Sara Hazard
and Debbie Walls – Area Agency
on Aging.
Topics covered will include long
term care planning and the costs to
consider in retirement.

The Health Insurance Information
Counseling and Assistance
Program
(HIICAP),
offered
through the Area Agency, will have
answers to health insurance related costs as well as basic information on Social Security.
This presentation will be on April
12th at 5:00 pm in the County
Office Building, Room B-1.
There is no charge for this seminar, but registration is appreciated
by calling 753-5060.

Chicken & Biscuit
Dinner

Chicken t Fresh Biscuits
Mashed Potatoes t Carrots t Dessert t Coffee

Saturday, April 2, 5 - 7:00 pm
Continuous Serving - no reservations needed

Homer Congregational Church
28 South Main Street, Homer, NY
Please use entrance off the rear parking lot
$10 Adult, $4 Children 6-12, 5 and under Free
Take-out Orders Available

Blood Drive Saturday
March 26 at Methodist
Church
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held Saturday, March 26th,
from 8am to 1:00pm, at the Homer
1st United Methodist Church, 16
Cayuga Street(on the Green).
A Double Red Cell Collection
unit will be available at this
drive for type A-,B-,AB-, and O.
Anyone who wishes to donate
should call and make an appointment at 1-800-RED-CROSS or go
to: www.redcrossblood.org
Folks with appointments are given
first priority, but walk-ins are welcome.

A building that is:

t&GmDJFOU
t$PNGPSUBCMF
t%VSBCMF
t-PX.BJOUFOBODF
t*NQBDU3FTJTUBOU
POST FRAME
$JULFXOWXUDO&RPPHUFLDO(TXHVWULDQ6ROLG&RUH&RQVWUXFWLRQ

The Home of Guaranteed Credit Approval

$GYDQWDJHVRI3RVW)UDPH&RVWVDYLQJVLQ0DWHULDOV/DERU(QHUJ\

Over 30 years experience in the construction industry
Don Richards

CCC

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

General Manager

Ted Renninger
Construction Manager

Cell: 607-745-7779
Office: 607-749-7770
Fax: 607-749-7239

NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be April 7, 2016.
DEADLINE: for ads and news is March 30, 2016
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Awestruck by Authors
One of the best perks of being a librarian, is getting to meet authors. I write a
lot of grants in order to bring authors,
mostly children and YA authors, to the
library. If I were honest, I’d have to
admit that most of the time I’m doing
it at least partly for myself. Authors are
definitely the coolest people on earth.
The problem is that there’s a lot of
time that goes by between writing a
grant and actually having the author
arrive in town. So, when it comes time
to go pick them up at the airport, I’ve
gotten over the thrill of having some
great writer come visit and am into
the “what was I thinking” stage. I’m
always a nervous wreck right before
they arrive. What if I can’t think of anything to say to them? What if I spit all
over them as I introduce myself? What
if I’m so awestruck I just stand there
open mouthed and drooling? There is
no end to the ways I could make a fool
of myself.
It seems like the last year has been
the year of Canadian authors. We had
E.K. Johnston, author of the Story of
Owen, Dragon Slayer of Trondheim
last March. I like to think Homer was
way ahead of the curve in realizing
Johnston’s greatness. In the last year,
she’s had three more books comes out
including Prairie Fire; A Thousand
Nights; and the newly released Exit,
Pursued by Bear. At this point in her
career, we probably couldn’t get her to
come here.
In November, Shane Peacock, author
of the Boy Sherlock Holmes series,
visited. Mr. Peacock’s visit to Homer
was made possible through a grant
from the Myrtle Dee Nash Fund of the
Community Foundation of Tompkins
County. In the summer, thanks to
a grant from the Ralph R. Wilkins
Foundation, we have plans for Y.S.
Lee to visit. Lee is the author of The
Agency series, a YA mystery series set
in Victorian London.
But this month Kenneth Oppel, a children’s and YA writer from Ontario, is
coming. I didn’t actually set out to have
mostly Canadian authors this year. But
Canadians are such nice people. Maybe
subconsciously I was thinking they’d
be less likely to laugh at me when I am
struck speechless by their presence and
forget my own name.
Oppel is the most amazing writer. He’s written everything from picture books to YA fantasy, including a
series about bats; a duology about the
apprenticeship of Victor Frankenstein;
Boundless, a middle-grade adventure;
and Airborn, the first in a fantasy trilogy about airships and mythical creatures. Oppel’s fantasies contain little
or no magic. Rather they are amazing
historical fantasies that take place in a
very realistic world, but always seem
to contain some mythological creatures
from Sasquatch to weird flying beasts.
So join us for another fantastic
Canadian children’s and YA author on
March 31st. Mr. Oppel will be doing a
creative writing workshop at 4 pm for
5th graders and up. Then at 6:30 pm he’ll
be giving a public presentation entitled
“A Life Scribbling,” about his journey
to becoming a writer. The presenta-

tion is a free family event and is made
possible through a grant from the J. M.
McDonald Foundation.

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler Story Time is Wednesday
mornings at 10:30 am, when school is
in session. There are no programs on
snow days or school holidays.
Upcoming themes are:
March 30 – Doreen Cronin’s Birthday
April 6th – Let’s Party
April 13th – Reading is Fun Day

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade story
and activity time is Wednesdays at 3:20
pm. This is a fun program with stories,
crafts, games, and songs. There are
no programs on snow days or school
holidays.
Upcoming themes will be:
March 30 – Doreen Cronin’s Birthday
April 6th – Party Day
April 13th – Drop Everything and Read
Day

Author Kenneth Oppel visits in
March
Thanks to a grant from the J.M.
McDonald Foundation, the library is
hosting a visit from author Kenneth
Oppel. Mr. Oppel is a Canadian author
who has written picture books, children’s chapter books, and young adult
novels, including The King’s Taster, The
Boundless, and Airborn. He’ll be giving
a writing workshop for 5th graders and
up on Thursday, March 31st at 4 pm and
an evening talk open to the whole community at 6:30 pm that same evening.
Be sure to stop by the library to sign up
for these great events.

BENEFIT ART AUCTION!
Saturday April 2 @ 2 PM
On site @ The Cortland Rural Cemetery Chapel, 110 Tompkins St., Cortland NY 13045
75 +/- LOTS SELL * WORKS OF ART FROM LOCAL ARTISTS!
Preview 4/1 (5-8 PM) & 4/2 (10 AM-Noon) at The Vault, the Tudor caretaker’s house
at Cortland Rural Cemetery.
Donations from Sharon Andrus,
former owner of New Hope Antiques,
to be sold at auction w/proceeds to
benefit the Cortland County Cultural
Council to include: Exceptional 1878 wool
work embroidered sampler. 19th Century
silk society embroidery. Exceptional museum quality 19th and 20th century oil paintings and prints to include black Americana,
marine landscapes, pasture scenes, flowers,
Elvis, K-9s, early Homer aerial, still lifes and portraits by listed masters and local artists. Artists
include: Walter Long, T. Kroy, Wallace Nutting,
Audubon, Winslow Homer, Corot, Picot, Danchin,
W.H. Chandler, A.C. Cooke, Jane W. Zogg (JWZ)
and many more. Also: Victorian mirrors, vintage Chinese paper cuts and quality frames
sell! A rare opportunity to BID your price
at AUCTION w/proceeds to benefit your
local council! EXPECT SURPRISES!
ENJOY THE PREVIEWS!
ANOTHER AUCTION SALE MANAGED BY......

SDZ Auctions

Steven D. Zogg Real Estate, Cortland, NY 13045
XXX4%;BVDUJPOTDPNr607.423.3293
ESTATE & REAL ESTATE AUCTIONS WANTED!

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children
Thanks to a generous donation from
a community member, Phillips Free
Library has begun TEchExplorers, a
new program to give children in the
community the opportunity to work
with technology. The first offering is
a Cubelets program. Cubelets are individual blocks each with a different
function. When these blocks are put
together they form a robot with a particular function.
The 3rd through 5th grader Cubelets
program will be on Tuesday, April 12th
at 6:30 pm. Space is limited to 10 children in each month, so be sure to stop
by the library to sign up each month.

Job Application Assistance
Need helping filling out an online job
application or creating a resume? Stop
by for help on Thursdays from 4-6 pm
in the Wonder and Discovery Center at
the Library.

Saturday Sewing in the Wonder
and Discovery Center
On Saturday, April 16 we will be
having another sewing project in the
Wonder and Discovery Center. The
project will be to make pillow cases.
Children ages 7 all the way through
adults are invited. While experience
may be helpful it isn’t necessary. The
th

project will start at 10:30 am. Please
sign up at the library with a phone
number and email so we can tell you
what supplies to bring. We will supply
the sewing machines. Space will be
limited to 6 participants, we will have
to share the sewing machines so please
plan accordingly.

Intergenerational Book
Discussion
Join us for another intergenerational book club, as we discuss author
Kenneth Oppel’s YA novel, Airborn.
This discussion will be held on
Wednesday, April 20th at 6:30 pm and
is open to 5th graders through adults.
The first 10 people to sign up will
receive a free copy of the book.

New Bedtime Story Time
Miss Alexa will be offering a new
bedtime story time once a month starting in March. The first program will
be Thursday, April 21st at 7 pm. All
toddlers and pre-schoolers are invited
to come to the library in their PJs for a
couple stories and lullabies.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading ebooks
and audiobooks to your Nook, Kindle,
or iPad? Want to try checking our an
emagazine from Zinio, now available
on our website? Let our Teen Tech
Volunteers help you. During the school
year, they are available Mondays from
3-5 pm to help you with your technology needs.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting will be
April 18th at 7 pm in the Community
Meeting Room. Meetings are open to
the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
2 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm
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607/753-0812

CLEANERS

Physical Therapy

“We’re as close as your phone”

Return to what matters most

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

JOHN FINN

B
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CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________

&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
Now at Our
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
NEW
Location
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
27 N. Main St.
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
Homer, NY
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KUHQ+H\HU37'37)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<ZZZKH\HUSWFRP
THEME: AMERICAN AUTHORS
ACROSS
1. *Science fiction author Asimov
6. Baby’s apron
9. Arctic floater
13. Mexican revolutionary
14. Victorian, e.g.
15. Teeny-_____
16. Worry or cause anxiety
17. *Bradbury of “The Martian
Chronicles” fame
18. Perform on a dais
19. *”The Call of the Wild” author
21. *”A Good Man Is Hard to Find”
author
23. Andrew Cuomo’s title, for short
24. Angler’s decoy
25. Refuse to comply
28. Late Scalia’s garb
30. Type of coat
35. Dwarf buffalo
37. Vietnam’s neighbor
39. Rosetta Stone, e.g.
40. Negatively charged particle
41. External
43. Skater’s jump
44. Bert’s best friend
46. “____ Mia!”
47. Confident answer
48. Old time playground staple
50. Reduced Instruction Set
Computer
52. Limit, to some
53. *”Ten Days That Shook the
World” author
55. Café alternative
57. *”Go Tell It on the Mountain”
author
61. *”The Executioner’s Song”
author
64. Greeting from Don Ho
65. Give it a go
67. Gigantic wrestlers
69. Kick back
70. Longest division of time
71. *Wharton of “The Age of
Innocence” fame
72. Auction off
73. DNA transmitter
74. River in Hades
DOWN
1. I have
2. Outer layer of Earth’s crust
3. Kind of sax
4. *James Patterson’s “____ Came a
Spider”
5. Open book?
6. Capital of Switzerland
7. Retirement investment
8. Louisiana swamp
9. *Woodrow Wilson Rawls’ “Where the
Red ____ Grows”
10. Meat quality
11. Upon
12. Observer

+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS

Y

WANTED TO BUY

ARTICLES FOR SALE

We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

Old bingo machine for sale, with 2
sign boards. $250.00 – Call Jr. – 7492834.

Solution to
March 3
Puzzle

15. Woman’s suitors
20. Convex molding
22. Tube in old TV
24. Jane Fonda’s 1980s garb
25. *”The Turn of the Screw” author
26. Habituate
27. Trailblazer Daniel
29. *Oz Creator
31. Greek H’s
32. Connection in a series
33. Court employee
34. *”Roots: The Saga of an American Family” author
36. Short for Anisette
38. Big rig
42. Haile Selassie’s disciple
45. Canal junk
49. Yellow river tributary
51. Michelangelo’s tool
54. Come in
56. Dodge
57. Criminal’s barrier
58. Away from wind
59. Bum around
60. Lentil soup
61. Tropical Asian starlings
62. Do like exhaust pipe
63. *”Portnoy’s Complaint” author
66. Weasley of “Harry Potter”
68. Pronoun for George Eliot
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

6a16

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

4b16

12c16

12b15

Nichole Ponticello

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

SALES


&HOO
)D[

3b16

www.jackmcnerneychevrolet.com

www.apexconstructioncny.com

607.756.4307

KYLE HEBERT

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

11b15

3b15

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building

11b15
12B15

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852

11b15

12c16

A

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5b16

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

What and Where is Brewery Hill?
According to H. P. Smith’s history of Cortland County published in
1885, from the establishment of the
Town of Homer in 1794 until 1829 the
township included the present town of
Cortlandville. By Smith’s account, the
township of 1829 could boast of ten
distilleries, six of which were located
within the boundaries of the present Town of Homer. In those days,
the manufacture of whiskey was the
town’s principal industry. In an agrarian society, distilling was, as Smith put
it, “a practical and profitable method
of disposing of surplus grain at home,
instead of transporting it many miles to
other markets.” Bartering was a common means of acquiring needed goods
and services one could not produce
for oneself, and jugs of whiskey were
comparable to currency. If one wished
to purchase this good, one went to one
of these distilleries and for twenty-five
cents carried home a jug of the amber
colored libation. Benajah Tubbs was
one of these distillers, and his operation was on “Brewery Hill.”
By 1839, the town of Homer had
four grist mills, nine saw mills, one oil
mill, one fulling mill (for cleansing and
pounding/strengthening of wool), one
distillery, and one brewery. The brewery was located between what was
once High and Prospect Streets. This
is a section of East Hill immediately
above Albany Street, or what was then
known as the Albany Post Road. It was
right between present day River Street
and Carroway Hill Road, which is the
area now traversed by Interstate 81.
Historian Smith made this observation about local consumption of whiskey: “The liquor was then used with
a freedom that would at the present
time [1885] cause a general sentiment
of horror in any community; but at the
same time, the knowledge of chemistry
was not so profound among the distillers as it is today, and their products
consequently were of a much purer
and more wholesome character than
a great deal of the spirits sold at present.” He added that public intoxication
was actually no more frequent in 1839
than in 1885.
A local historian of the 1930s, Porter
K. Bennett, whose great-great-grandfather built a house in 1806 on East
Hill, once spoke at a meeting of the
Cortland County Historical Society on
the checkered reputation of Brewery
Hill. He said that the residents of that
neighborhood in its early days were
known to be “independent, quarrelsome, and profane.” Breaking up fights
kept the local justice of the peace
fairly busy. One keeper of social tranquility employed a simple, but effective method. He merely waded into a
melee while swinging around his head
a double-bladed axe. You might say
that that cut out the nonsense.
It is possible that the reputation of the
neighborhood was embellished by the
local champions of temperance who
put their own negative spin on Brewery
Hill. More lore than fact is likely a product of this poem from 1900 by a local
temperance man titled “Bad Streets in
Homer”:
Brewery Hill and Spring Street
Are worse than hell in fervent heat;
They fight, yell, get drunk and sleep,
And drive old horse frames on the
street.
So, Brewery Hill developed a rather
unsavory reputation. Yet, one needs to

keep in mind that the Village of Homer
had at least five taverns by 1900, which
must have caused the constable to
earn his salary. And Brewery Hill could
not have been completely devoid of
respectability, given the fact that a
chapel and Sunday School were maintained there by clergy of the churches
on the Green.
Cockfighting—a blood sport in which
roosters are placed in a ring and forced
to fight to the death for the “amusement” of onlookers and gamblers—is
illegal throughout the United States
today, but was not uncommon on 19th
century Brewery Hill. The sport was not
confined to the Hill, however. Citizens of
more genteel reputations were known
to raise birds for this activity. Even
William Osborn Stoddard, who was
born on Albany Road within the shadow
of Brewery Hill and destined to serve as
President and Mrs. Lincoln’s assistant
personal secretary in the White House,
raised game fowl when he was coming of age in Syracuse. The budding
capitalist purchased a pair of Maryland
birds known for their rarity of fight and
beauty. From them he raised contenders for cockfights and earned the nickname of “Game Stoddard.” Years later
he was astonished to discover that a
sporting event between Onondaga and
Cortland counties had been won by
“the Stoddard gamefowls.”
So, this simply points out that manners and morals go through changes
through history. What is acceptable or
unacceptable in one era may not be in
another.
Yet, one activity on Brewery Hill was
enjoyed through the ages: sledding in
the winter months. Local boys were
always coasting down the Hill’s slope.
A bobsled in 1900 might hit the bump
at the bottom where the slope intersected an unpaved Albany Road. Then,
the boys would find themselves in a
snowbank while the sled continued on
its way over the bridge and on toward
Main Street. This writer grew up on
Albany Street and has fond memories
of some risky sledding down the same
Hill with the Kingsbury boys in the
1950s. For this writer, the muse yields
a different poem:
Brewery Hill and Albany Street
Were heavenly fun in winter’s sleet;
We’d sled, we’d yell, we’d fall in a
heap,
Or drive our sleds out into the street.

People in Victorian Britain
who couldn’t afford chimney
sweeps dropped live geese
down their chimneys instead.
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Clune, Finkbeiner
Win Trustee Race

Pat Clune and his wife, Jennifer,
reviewing the vote tally.

Ed Finkbeiner discussing the election with Kevin Conlon.

In one of the more candidate-filled elections in recent memory in the
Village of Homer, Patrick Clune and Ed Finkbeiner won by decisive
margins over their opponents, Suzanne Riley, Andrew Brush and Janet
Steck.
The final tally was: Clune, 358; Finkbeiner, 321; Riley, 231; Brush, 197;
and Steck, 34. Steck had announced a few days prior to the vote that
she was withdrawing from the race, but at that point her name could not
be removed from the ballot.
Both Clune and Finkbeiner expressed their thanks to the voters and
pledged to bring more open communication between the Village Board
and the residents.

Homer Music Boosters Present . . .

Saturday, April 2, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Homer Jr. High Gym
$5 per person at the door or
$25 for immediate family

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 until 1:00
and the 3rd Thursday during
the summer months of May to
September from 6:00 until 7:30
pm. Walk-ins are welcome. For
information or emergency,
call 749-7159

(QMR\'HOLFLRXV'HVVHUWV
&HOHEUDWH086,&LQRXUVFKRROZLWK
SHUIRUPDQFHVE\YDULRXV+RPHUVWXGHQWJURXSV
Come for a SWEET evening - Celebrate
MUSIC in our school with performances by
students and delicious desserts galore!
***Please bring a gently used piece of clothing
as a donation to support Homer Music Boosters.
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Nathan Cole is reading The Homer news on his
recent J-Term Study Abroad Biology trip to
Madagascar with Hartwick College.
January 4 to 28, 2016.

