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the Homer Village Board met March 24
at the Village Office Building to continue ongoing discussions regarding an
office building. Committee members
Les Wainman and Megan Williams
were absent.
Trustees Paul Gower and Eugene
Smith briefed the other members of
the committee present on the status of
their research.
At an informational meeting earlier in
March, a local business owner verbally
offered the former freight station on
James Street for sale as a possible
site for village offices.
Trustees Gower and Smith had
toured the building and gave their
assessment of the site.
The building is approximately 30' x
115', containing an office approximately 20' x 20'. The remainder is a large
open area with a dropped ceiling, lighting, and blown in insulation over the
ceiling. A new metal roof was recently
installed on the building, which was
built in 1907.
Trustee Smith showed the group a
floor plan which he suggested might
work for the building.
Committee members Gower, Smith,
Jr. Reddick and Marc Goddard voted
to send the report to the Village Board
for consideration at the April 5 meeting.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
April 9 - Saturday
1 p.m. – Homeville Museum Presents:
76th & 137th New York Infantry
Regiments at Gettysburg by historian and author Dave Clutz. Look for
his books under the pen name, David
Cleutz. His books include: War &
Redemption; 137th NY - Fields of Fame
& Glory; In Their Own Words - Col.
David Ireland and the 137th NY; and
Rebels in the Front Yard - Liberty at
Gettysburg
April 23 - Saturday
1 p.m.Homeville Presents a Living
History special: Nancy Snedeker as
Eleanor
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines.April 12, 2016 for the Apr. 21,
2016 issue.

CORTLAND, NY – The Central
New York Area Health Education
Center (CNYAHEC) is pleased
to announce the opening of the
annual application process for
the Medical Academy of Science
and Health (M.A.S.H.) Camp
at Cortland Regional Medical
Center, a two-day career exploration experience scheduled for
July 27 and 28. M.A.S.H. Camp
introduces students entering
grades 8 and 9 to careers in
healthcare through fun, interactive workshops.
M.A.S.H. camp is sponsored by
the Cortland Regional Medical
Center and the Central New York
Area Health Education Center
(CNYAHEC). The two organizations have partnered on this
initiative with the shared goal of
alleviating the shortage of health
professionals by encouraging
young people to explore health
careers.
A variety of careers will be highlighted during M.A.S.H. Camp
through educational activities,
with lots of instruction and advice
from dedicated health professionals. All campers will receive
a set of hospital scrubs to wear
each day at camp, breakfast
and lunch, and education materials. The camp fee is $25 per
student. CNYAHEC is pleased
to offer scholarships to those
students who need assistance
with the registration fee.

Space is limited to 24 students
at M.A.S.H. Camp and applications will be determined by a
selection process. The deadline
for applying is May 6th. Students
can access the online application by visiting CNYAHEC
at www.hwapps.org/program/
mash/.

ABOUT CNYAHEC
The Central New York Area
Health
Education
Center
(CNYAHEC) is a non-profit
health workforce development
organization located in Cortland,
New York. CNYAHEC’s mission
is to promote improvements in
the supply, training, development and distribution of health
professionals in a 14-county
area of Central New York.
Established in 2001 with state
and federal funding, dedicated
staff, and a growing network
of community partners throughout the region, CNYAHEC is
supporting today’s health care
workforce and growing tomorrow’s.

Chautauqua: 2016
Save the Date
Save the Date! VBS and Chautauqua:
An Adventure in Community! Homer
Congregational Church and Homer
Methodist Church are collaborating for
Vacation Bible School (VBS) August
1 - 7, 2016. The format will be a little
different this year! Programming for
the entire family! Monday-Wednesday
will be the traditional format from 9 am
- 12 noon; Thursday and Friday will be
from 5 pm - 7:30 pm with a light dinner
for families and an option for parents to
attend Chautauqua programs while kids
are at VBS. There will be family fun
on Saturday, August 6 on the Green,
including a 5K run and bounce house.
All are welcome for community worship
service under the tent on the Green
Sunday at 11 am. More information and
registration will be available shortly on
www.homercc.com.

A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
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Scout Pack 85 Holds Crossover
10 Webelos Move to Boy Scouts
Cub Scout Pack 85 conducted their Webelos II Crossover
Ceremony March 28 at the
Homer Intermediate School
auditorium.
Ten Webelos completed the
requirements to cross over to
Boy Scouts.
“Thank You’s” , a photo card from
the 10 scouts, were presented
to the following: David Jensen;
Meryl Fish; Mrs. Terry; Mayor
Suits; Mike McDermott; Nicholas
Ferri; Tim Robideau; Lee Stepp;
Professor David Barclay of
SUNY Cortland Geology Dept.;
Glenn Reisweber; Peter Harrity;
Homer Intermediate School
Principal Stephanie Falls;
Sheriff Helms; Mr. & Mrs. Jeff
Lener; Katrina Owens; Officer
Mike Howell; Sgt. RJ Eckard;
Martin Sweeney, Homer Town
Historian; Jim & Leah McMullin;
Homer Central School Staff;
Brian Fox; Cub Master Rick Burt;
Chuck Niederhofer; Montana
Klotz; Judge Gary Shiffer; Brian
Phillips; Mr. Barry; Mr. & Mrs.
Pat Clune; Mr. & Mrs. Buster
Hall; Police Chief Pitman; Mr.
& Mrs. McCall; Mr. & Mrs. John
Vandee; Mr. & Mrs. Austin; Mr.
& Mrs. Griffin; Officer David
VanOrden SRO.
Assistant Den Leaders - Katrina
Owens, Chuck Niederhofer &
Buster Hall were given a special
gift for their help in leading the
den.
Jim McMullin was given a pair
of binoculars for “Seeing” that
the den was off to a good start
as their first den leader in 1st
grade.
Rick Burt was given a compass
for “Guiding” them on their journey as their Cub Master.

Stacy Hall was given a bracelet,
sweatshirt & massage gift certificate for taking them on their journey for the last 4 years as their
den leader.
All 10 boys earned their Arrow of
Light awards, the highest award

in Cub Scouts and the only
patch that can be worn on their
Boy Scout uniforms.
Cameron & Brayden earned
the “Super Achiever” awards for
completing all 20 activities in
their Webelos den program.

Civil War Encampment
May 21 & 22

Prefer Classic Crafts, woodworking, quilts, etc.

email: homeville@cnylivinghistory.com

call: 703.405.8875

Spring is coming! Raised garden
beds are now available for new
members at the Homer Community
Gardens, next to the Homer
Village Department of Public Works
building on North Fulton Street.
We are now accepting sign-ups for
these available raised garden beds.
Please email Elaine Norris at eanorris@syr.edu or call 749-3423 for
information. First-come, first-served.
2016 will be the seventh anniversary of the Homer Community Gardens.
Homer Community Gardens is a
loose coalition of local gardeners
who enjoy sharing all the pleasures
of gardening. The Gardens are truly
a community effort, thanks to the support of many local people and organizations. We collaborate with each
other and we actively sustain other
local school and community gardens,
helping weed and sharing seed.
Gardening has its own inherent goodness, of course, but we find
that it also can be a powerful and
positive response to so many
of the things that worry us today
about health, food quality, the environment, energy, the climate, and
the economy. We work together
to understand how all these things
are interwoven with each other.
Please contact us today to reserve
your raised garden bed for 2016.
FOOD PANTRY

CNY Living History Center - 4386 US Rt 11, Cortland

Vendors Wanted

Raised Garden
Beds Now
Available at
Homer Community
Gardens

The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 until 1:00
and the 3rd Thursday during
the summer months of May to
September from 6:00 until 7:30
pm. Walk-ins are welcome. For
information or emergency,
call 749-7159

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most

A building that is:
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Over 30 years experience in the construction industry
Don Richards

CCC

drichards@completeconstructionconcepts.com

Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
131 South Main Street
Homer, NY 13077

General Manager

Ted Renninger
Construction Manager

Cell: 607-745-7779
Office: 607-749-7770
Fax: 607-749-7239
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NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be April 21, 2016.
DEADLINE: for ads and news is April 12, 2016
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Crafts are Us – Not
Once a month, we hold a Demo
night at the Maker Space. It’s a chance
to make a new craft or learn a new
skill. As I am the least crafty human
being in the world, I’m usually not
allowed to be involved in planning or
executing Demo Night. Put me near
glue and construction paper and I’ll
end with bits of paper stuck to my
bangs and my fingers glued together.
It’s sad to admit, but I probably
don’t have any skills that I could teach
to another human being. I’m useless when the furnace breaks down.
Looking at a sewing machine makes
me break out in hives. I can read very
well, but I can’t imagine trying to
teach someone to read. And I write
pretty well, but don’t ask me to correct your punctuation or grammar.
Librarians tend to be jacks of all
trades and masters of none and I fit
that bill. I know a little bit about a lot
of things, but I’m not a specialist at
anything. Other than maybe the many
different ways dragons are portrayed
in fantasy literature. But that’s not
exactly an expertise that is much in
demand.
So, when I was trying to think of
a craft to do with the 2nd grade book
club, I was a little stumped. We were
reading Flight of the Phoenix by R.L.
LaFever, the first in the Nathaniel
Fludd, the Beastologist series. Now
that book has a Phoenix, a couple
gremlins, and a dodo in it, so I should
be okay. But all the Phoenix crafts I
found involved paper and glue and
even feathers, a sure recipe for disaster. I was wracking my brain trying to
come up with a way for us to practice
being Beastologists when Sarah (better known as the Queen’s Counsellor)
said, “why not dissect those owl pellets we have left?”
Now that was a brilliant idea,
because I do know bones. Previous
lives as an animal scientist and a nurse
practitioner help. Then there’s the fact
that Bruce used to make skeletons
for a living (cows, not people). And
of course, I’ve seen every episode of
CSI, Bones, and most British TV mysteries ever made. So after discussing
the The Flight of the Phoenix, the 2nd
graders and I proceeded to pull apart
owl pellets and collect an assortment
of skulls, scapulas, vertebrae, femurs,
and pelvises.
At one point, someone handed me a
bone. “What’s this?” they asked.
“It’s femur,” I said. “See here’s the
ball at the top that fits into the pelvis.”
Right on cue they handed me another bone.
“What’s this then?”
“That’s the pelvis,” I said. “See this
little indentation.” I stuck the ball
of the femur into it. “That’s where
the head of the femur goes in order
to make the legs move. Like this.” I
demonstrated the leg swinging back
and forth as it glided oh so nicely
in the pelvis. It was so cool. Partly
because bones are cool, and partly
because at my age, when my own
joints start aching it’s really nice to
see how they are meant to work. Back

before they got old, or, in the case
of the mole bones, before they were
eaten by an owl.
I may be lousy with yarn and fabric,
but I’m really good with bones. And I
pretty good a suggesting a good book
to read. Don’t let the fact that they
may be a children’s or Young Adult
book stop you. As children’s writers
and librarians know, those are some
of the best books out there. Here’s
what we are reading in the library
book clubs this month: 2nd grade – The
Dragon of Doom by Bruce Coville; 3rd
and 4th grade – Wilma Tenderfoot: The
Case of the Frozen Hearts by Emma
Kennedy; 5th grade – Savvy by Ingrid
Law; 6th grade – The Scandalous
Sisterhood of Prickwillow Place by
Julie Berry; Jr. High – Moon over
Manifest by Clare Vanderpool; and
Teens – Graceling by Kristen Cashore.

Thank you...
I would like to thank all of the people who supported and helped
me during my terms of office as your Village trustee. It was great to
meet old friends and to make new ones, all people that are interested in the future of our village. I will still be willing to hear your
ideas and insights concerning the village. A special “thank you”
goes out to the Bowker family for their thoughtfulness.
Thank you all!
Paul Gower

Bob Pascal

10b16

CHIMNEY
From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler Story Time is Wednesday
mornings at 10:30 am, when school is in
session. There are no programs on snow
days or school holidays. Upcoming
themes are:
April 13th – Reading is Fun Day
April 20th – Our Friends, the Bats
April 17th – No program – School
Break

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2 grade
story and activity time is Wednesdays
at 3:20 pm. This is a fun program with
stories, crafts, games, and songs. There
are no programs on snow days or school
holidays. Upcoming themes will be:
April 13th – Drop Everything and
Read Day
April 20th – Bat Appreciation Day
April 27th – No program – School
Break
nd

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration
for Children
Thanks to a generous donation from
a community member, Phillips Free
Library has begun TEchExplorers, a
new program to give children in the
community the opportunity to work
with technology. The first offering
is a Cubelets program. Cubelets are
individual blocks each with a different function. When these blocks are
put together they form a robot with
a particular function.
The 3rd through 5th grader Cubelets
program will be on Tuesday, April
12th at 6:30 pm. Space is limited to
10 children in each month, so be
sure to stop by the library to sign up
ahead of time.

Books And Bears presented by
SUNY Cortland Students
Phillips Free Library is partnering
with the SUNY Cortland Epsilon Chi
chapter of Kappa Delta Pi to promote
literacy skills in children through

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

the Books and Bears program. The
Books and Bears program was created by SUNY Cortland students
and members of the honor society.
The event will promote literacy
through hands-on activities revolving around children’s literature and
informational books about bears.
At the end of this FREE program,
each child will receive a book and a
teddy bear to take home. This event
is suited for toddlers through 6th
graders. Come join us on Saturday
April 16, 2016 from 10:30 to 12:30!

Saturday Sewing in the Wonder
and Discovery Center
On Saturday, April 16th we will
also be having another sewing project in the Wonder and Discovery
Center. The project will be to make
pillow cases. Children ages 7 all
the way through adults are invited.
While experience may be helpful
it isn’t necessary. The project will
start at 10:30 am. Please sign up
at the library with a phone number
and email so we can tell you what
supplies to bring. We will supply
the sewing machines. Space will
be limited to 6 participants, we will
have to share the sewing machines
so please plan accordingly.

Intergenerational Book
Discussion
Join us for another intergenerational book club, as we discuss
author Kenneth Oppel’s YA novel,
Airborn. This discussion will be
held on Wednesday, April 20th at
6:30 pm and is open to 5th graders
through adults. The first 10 people
to sign up will receive a free copy
of the book.

BobPascalChimney.com

New Bedtime Story Time
April’s bedtime story time will be
Thursday, April 21st at 7 pm. All toddlers and pre-schoolers are invited to
come to the library in their PJs for a
couple stories and lullabies.

Job Application Assistance
Need helping filling out an online job
application or creating a resume? Stop
by for help on Thursdays from 4-6 pm
in the Wonder and Discovery Center at
the Library.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Want to try checking
our an emagazine from Zinio, now
available on our website? Let our Teen
Tech Volunteers help you. During the
school year, they are available Mondays
from 3-5 pm to help you with your technology needs.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting will
be April 18th at 7 pm in the Community
Meeting Room. Meetings are open to
the public.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.

Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

10 am to 6 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
10 am to 8 pm
2 pm to 8 pm
2 pm to 6 pm
10 am to 2 pm

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

Homer’s Remarkable Postal Service
I saw Don VanSlyke, the friendly
postal carrier, trudging through snow
and Arctic chill this winter to place mail
in villagers’ mailboxes. This got me
questioning what mail delivery was like
in Homer in bygone days. Thanks to the
late, local historian R. Curtiss Harris, the
answer is available. Harris researched
and compiled reams of historical material from which I have gleaned this
two-installment account of the town’s
remarkable postal system.
The U. S. Postal Service is one of
the few government agencies explicitly authorized by the United States
Constitution that was ratified in 1788. It
can trace its origins back to 1775 during the Second Continental Congress
when Benjamin Franklin was appointed
the first Postmaster General. The Town
of Homer first participated in the postal
system in 1808, the year that Cortland
County separated from Onondaga
County. At that time the Town of Homer
was larger; it included what is now the
Town of Cortlandville. Since the Village
of Homer was the initial and largest settlement in the Town, the first post office
was established here, and a local lawyer,
Townsend Ross, was appointed its first
Postmaster. The second post office was
set up in the settlement of Port Watson,
located near a mill and a dam at the
head of navigation on the Tioughnioga
River. A third post office in the Town of
Homer was set up in Cortland Village in
1814, but mail for its patrons had to be
addressed to Homer. Mail was received
in the Homer Village post office and
then forwarded to the outlying offices in Cortland
Village and Port
Watson. Offices
were
later
opened in two
hamlets in the
Town of Homer:
East Homer and
Little York.
Through the
nineteenth
century,
the
post office in
the Village of
Homer
was
located at different sites along
the east side of
Main Street, ranging from Water Street
south almost to Albany Street. The
north end of the Sherman Exchange
block contained the post office as did
the Wheadon Block (now the Ames
Law Office), the Brockway Block, and
George Phillips’ store that used to be
near the Albany Street corner. The office
that was located on Wall Street and
Main succumbed to a fire that consumed the entire building in 1875.
In the first half of the 1800s, Homer’s
mail arrived by stage coach. Coaches
pulled by a team of four horses passed
through the Village five times a day.
Residents listened eagerly for the blast
of the stage driver’s horn, sounded from
the crest of either East or West Hill.
This signaled the arrival of the coach
and any letters or parcels it carried.
Folks expecting mail scurried to the post
office, since no personal deliveries were
made to one’s residence or business.
Picking up one’s mail on Sunday was
frowned upon and even prohibited by
some of the local churches as a practice
that was not keeping holy the Sabbath.
According to another former local his-

torian, Mrs. Ina Bird, prayer meetings
were regularly held in the 1870s and
1880s, for which area farmers stopped
their labors and also had an opportunity to pick up their mail once a week
along with a copy of the weekly Homer
Republican newspaper or the New York
Tribune.
Postage stamps did not appear on letters until 1847. A letter was folded and
sealed with sealing wax, and the price
of the postage was written on the folded letter. Every letter had a separate
envelope and a way bill that had to be
copied. Mileage determined the cost of
carrying mail. A letter traveling 50 miles
cost six and a half cents. Over 100
miles and less than 200 cost twelve and
a half cents, which equaled “a shillin’.”
Eighteen and three-fourths cents was
exacted for 200 to 500 miles. Over 500
miles cost two shillings. Historian Harris
noted that this last cost was comparable at that time to “the price of a gallon of whiskey, including the jug!” Every
thirty days the post office was required
to send a full report to Washington, DC.
For many years, the Homer post office
sent mail to outlying offices. This included Scott, East Scott, Spafford, South
Spafford, Dresserville, Como, Glen
Haven, Tula, and Ceylon. East Scott
was located approximately three miles
up Cold Brook Road from present-day
Route 281. About two and a half miles
beyond that was Tula. Ceylon was the
name designated by the U. S. Post
Office for the area along the east side of
the lake that was known to the locals as
Fairhaven
and before
that
as
“Glenville.”
“Ceylon”
was used to
differentiate
it from the
long established post
office
at
Fairhaven
on
Lake
Ontario.
Every post
office, even
these country offices, was manned by salaried
postmasters. Appointments as postmasters by the federal government
were considered much-prized patronage plums.
Glen Haven, located at the southwest
end of Skaneateles Lake, was known
for over half a century for its Water Cure
Sanitarium. Later it was used as a summer hotel. In 1911 the City of Syracuse
bought and razed it. During its heyday,
spacious buildings and numerous cottages provided accommodations for
250 people. These people, along with
other summer and year-round residents
nearby, received any mail from a post
office in the hotel. Some mail came by
boat from the village of Skaneateles,
and some came by stage coach from
the Homer post office. Pulled by three
horses, the Glen Haven stage met the
train in Homer every afternoon and then
traveled back to Glen Haven, Scott, and
Ceylon. Between 1905 and 1911 the
driver was George Lyon of Scott.
The method of supplying out-lying
post offices from a receiving office, like
Homer, by horse-pulled conveyances,
was called the “Star Route System.”

Locally, it was started in the 1870s.
The first driver of the route from
Homer to Spafford’s Corner via
Cold Brook was C. W. Churchill. For
many years, drivers like Churchill
provided faithful service in all kinds
of weather and road conditions.
Dirt roads could be dusty in summer and muddy in spring. Ice and
snowdrifts presented impediments
in winter. Pot-holes presented
challenges, as did pitch-holes. The
latter were rather narrow, sharp
depressions running across snowcovered roads. These were caused
by sleighs and cutters regularly
traveling across roadways, leaving
perpendicular indentations that jostled both the mail and its deliverer.
Historian Harris was told by one
old-timer that it was enough to “jar
your gizzard loose.” The Homer
Republican reported in 1901 that
the Scott stage driver counted 460
pitch-holes between Homer and
Scott.
While it was necessary for rural
residents to retrieve their mail at
their nearest neighborhood post
office, if you were lucky enough to
live along one of the Star Routes
you could hand your out-going mail

directly to the driver. Of course, this
meant you had to be waiting for him
at the roadside to hand it over as
he went by. Long waits could be irksome but not as much as seeing the
mailman’s rig flying by as you came
racing out of your home too late with
important letters in hand.
In August of 1901, the Homer
Republican announced that the federal government was to provide a
new service to farmers living along
the mail routes: weather forecasts.
In an age without the radio, television, or computer, this source of
information must have been welcomed by those whose agrarian
interests were subject to the vagaries of Mother Nature. The order
called for all mail carts to stick a
flag out the back window. Weather
predictions received the day before
were provided the driver. In turn, the
driver selected a flag of the appropriate color and affixed it to his rig.
In this way, farmers along his route
might spy the flag signifying the
likely weather to expect. It was quite
the innovation for its time.
To be continued….

105 YEARS

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

B

JOHN FINN
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Cabaret 2016
The Homer Music Boosters presented
“Cabaret 2016” at the Homer Jr. High
School April 2.
The room was packed with families and
students who came out to support the
music program of the Homer School
District. Students performed a variety of
acts, instrumental and vocal. Several of
the students passed trays of free desserts and beverages for the guests, who
paid $5.00 each for the evening’s entertainment.
Last year the Music Boosters donated
$10,000 for the music program, used for
things like instruments and chairs for the
music room.
The Cabaret has been held for several
years, and is a very successful fund-raiser and awareness-raiser for the Homer
Music program.

Men in Black

Reed Intervention

Delicious Desserts, delivered to each table
2 Generations of "Soul Singers"
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Let’s talk

Homer Elks 3K Run Draws Large Turnout
Enthusiastic runners turned out in force for the Homer Elks March Madness 3K Run/Walk. The
weather was almost perfect for the event.
Participants of all ages seemed to enjoy the event, which raises funds for various Elks projects.
While we don't have room to print photos of all of the participants, here are a few we thought
were interesting.

Call today to chat one-on-one.
#JMM.BTUFSTPO
Licensed insurance agent/producer contracted
with UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company


You must be an AARP member to enroll in an AARP
Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan. If you are not a
member, you can join AARP when you enroll.
AARP endorses the AARP Medicare Supplement Insurance
Plans, insured by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company.
UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company pays royalty fees to
AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are
used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP and its
affiliates are not insurers.
AARP does not employ or endorse agents, brokers or producers.
Insured by UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company, Horsham,
PA (UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company of New York,
Islandia, NY for New York residents). Policy form No. GRP
79171 GPS-1 (G-36000-4). In some states plans may be
available to persons under age 65 who are eligible for
Medicare by reason of disability or End-Stage Renal Disease.
Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government
or the Federal Medicare Program.
This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed insurance
agent/producer may contact you.
Call a licensed insurance agent/producer at the number in this
advertisement for complete information, including benefits,
costs, eligibility requirements, exclusions and limitations.
AS2796ST

photos by Riley Ferris

Harriet Higgins, 1st place in 65 and over and her
son, John MacDonald, 1st in 25-30.

Christopher: before, during and after

NM
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CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY

HANDYMAN SERVICES

We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE
-Lawn mowing, Spring cleanups,
Landscaping, Junk removal, Interior
Exterion painting staining, Cleanouts
houses, barns, Gutter cleaning,
Driveway sealing, Pressure washing houses, barns, garages, decks,
Mulching, Much More. Fully Insured,
Reasonable Rates. 607-299-4676 5b16
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4 Madelynn Hoffman- Olcott

5 Brandon Shattuck
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9 Bradyn Fox
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THEME: POPULAR EXPRESSIONS

$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words

Tell Our Advertisers
you saw their ad

SILVER DOLLAR WINNERS

Andrew Corson

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50

Old bingo machine for sale, with 2
sign boards. $250.00 – Call Jr. – 7492834.

GOLD DOLLAR WINNERS

JELLY BEAN COUNT WINNER March 26, 2016

The Homer News

ARTICLES FOR SALE

Easter Egg Hunt- March 26, 2016

Y

ACROSS
1. Santa and Uncle Sam have this
in common
6. Be in a cast
9. Plural of cecum
13. *”____ beaver”
14. *”Pitching ____”
15. Sacrificial spot
16. Less than 90 degrees
17. Grass bristle
18. Had in mind
19. *”Retail ____”
21. *”____ it”
23. Bruin legend Bobby
24. Forbidden fruit, e.g.
25. *”____, humbug!”
28. Ready and eager
30. Foot part
35. Mosque V.I.P.
37. Indian restaurant staple
39. Bodies
40. Part of cathedral
41. Binary digits code
43. Interest ____
44. Writer behind a writer
46. Rodeo Drive tree
47. Cold War’s Warsaw Pact, e.g.
48. Protective embankment
50. *”You ____ what you sow”
52. King Kong, e.g.
53. Kick out
55. India’s smallest state
57. *Add this to injury?
60. *Disorderly person or thing
64. Ice cream amount
65. Roswell subject
67. Figure with vertex and rays
68. Coastal town in southern
England
69. Animal’s nose
70. Leg of lamb
71. Actress Hathaway
72. *”A bird in the hand is worth
____ in the bush”
73. Cardinal compass point at 90
degrees, pl.
DOWN
1. *”Don’t ____ around the bush”
2. *”To ____ his own”
3. Chills and fever
4. Old but in
5. Like rainy afternoon?
6. *”An apple a day keeps the doctor
____”
7. *”Don’t have a ____!”
8. Polynesian kingdom
9. Horsefly
10. Short for “and elsewhere”
11. C&H crop
12. Product of creativity
15. Quantity
20. Vital life, in Sanskrit

Solution to
March 24
Puzzle

22. ____-Wan of “Star Wars”
24. Server on wheels
25. *”____-watch” a lot of TV
26. Wet nurses
27. *”Wreak ____”
29. Coarse file
31. Kind of apple, gritty and acidic
32. ____-____-la
33. Bar by estoppel
34. *”____ of cake”
36. Table in Mexico
38. African river
42. Idealized image
45. Group of performers
49. Afghan monetary unit
51. Thick soup
54. Dangerous movie trick
56. Plural of amnion
57. Desktop picture
58. Lunch time?
59. Worn from walking
60. Great Depression drifter
61. *Don’t put these into one basket
62. Vegas bandit
63. They make up a tennis match
64. R&R spot
66. “The ____. The Proud. The Marines”
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"Preserving Heritage Through Barn
Restoration" Talk at Homeville
Museum
Mike Woodford of Woodford Brothers,
Apulia Station, NY gave a presentation
on "Preserving Heritage through Barn
Restoration" at the Homeville Museum
on March 26th.
This informative presentation featured
some of the many barns/buildings that
Woodford Brothers has restored or stabilized over the last 50 years.
Woodford Brothers was founded in
1965 by Mike's father Tom and Tom's
two brothers.
Much of what the firm does is straightening barns and replacing rotted and
weakened components. In many
instances they use cables to "pull" a
barn back to its original shape and to

prevent further sagging and deterioration. While this method is not what is
strictly referred to as restoration", it
does preserve the structure form further decay at a usually more reasonable cost than complete restoration
with materials like those used in the
original construction.
Photos were shown depicting barns
damaged by windstorms as well as
some that were falling due to neglect.
Mike noted that a barn with a leaking
roof/walls can collapse witin 5 years.
Woodford Brothers has done work
as far south as Virginia and west to
Wisconsin.

Mike Woodford
(Before and After)

Before

After

Before

After

photos by Riley Ferris
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Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
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Don Ferris
10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP

2IIVHW3ULQWLQJ
6FUHHQ3ULQWLQJ
9HKLFOH/HWWHULQJ
%XLOGLQJ6LJQV
0DJQHWV
'ULQNZDUH
3HQFLOV 3HQV
)ODVK'ULYHV
+DWV
.H\WDJV
&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

12b15

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road
11b15

11b15

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

EdwardJones

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852

CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

11b15

Sally Brown Kurtz

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

4b16

12c16

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

A
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Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News
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Around Town

“Sip a Glass and
Paint on Glass”
Fundraiser at the
Center for the Arts
April 28
Sign up for a fun evening of creating hand-painted wine glasses at
the Center for the Arts in Homer.
Jodie Wainwright of PaintWright
Artistry will guide participants stepby-step to create a pair of decorated
glasses that make great gifts and
keepsakes. No previous painting
experience is necessary. You will
go home with beautiful glassware
embellished with a lovely dragonfly
design that was specially selected
for this event.
Please join us for this fun evening
out on Thursday, April 28 from 7:00
PM to 9 PM at the Center.
The participation fee of $35
includes two glasses and all materials.
Drinks and snacks may be purchased separately.
Proceeds from this event will benefit the Center for the Arts.
To register, please call Teri at
(607) 749-4900 or email info@center4art.org

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.

The Cornell Hangovers, an all male A Capella group, performed a free concert at the
Center for the Arts on March 25. A near-capacity crowd turned out to see the performance. The music was great, and the men were very entertaining.

The house at 9 Wall Street that was heavily damaged by a fire has been demolished. John Bergeron tore
the house down and has removed the rubble. The cellar hole will be filled in and the lot graded. Work
has commenced on cleaning the fire debris from the house at 7 Wall Street.

185 Clinton Avenue
Cortland, NY 13045

607.753.9644
Toll Free: (800) 715-0309

www.yaman.com

Tomorrow’s dreams start here
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Ellen Wright and Ellen Hammes recently visited the Isle of Sark, one of the
Channel Islands located in the English Channel.
The population is about 600 and there are no cars on the island.
In 2011 Sark was officially designated as the World's First Dark Sky Island.
With little light pollution, it is one of the best places in the world to view the
night sky.

