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The Homeville Museum in the CNY Living History Center unveiled the new Wall of Fame. Each year, new
inductees to the Hall of Fame will have their photo and a brief biography posted on the wall, to be displayed
for 1 year. At the end of the display year, an engraved nameplate will be placed on the back side of the wall.
The Wall of Fame was built by Tom Kile, a local contractor who has been very active and supportive of the
CNY Living History Center.
Be sure to stop by the Center this weekend for the Civil War Encampment and take a look at the new Wall of
Fame.
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Around Town
Cub Scouts
Collecting Goods for
Troops Overseas
The Boy Scouts of America, Homer
Pack 85, Wolf Den 1 is collecting
items for care packages to be sent
to the troops overseas. Requested
items are: Baby wipes along with other
toiletry items, hard candy, non-perishable snack items, canned goods,
pre-packaged cookies, flavored water
additives, playing cards, and other
small games. Drop off locations are at
the EdwardJones Offices 21 Main St.,
Downtown Cortland and 3 N Main St.,
Downtown Homer by Friday June 3rd.

Memorial Day Activities by
American Legion Will Be
Monday – May 30

Trash Pick-Up
Schedule: from
Syracuse Haulers
Website
Wk of 5/29/2016
Memorial Day
All pick ups MondayFriday
1 day delay

LAND
For Sale

OWNER FINANCING on 6.6 acres
of land in Country Side Acres
Priced at $15,000, $5,000 down,
interest and payments negotiable.
Call: Elaine Olson, Broker,
E.M.O.Real Estate at 607-749-3912
FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

Homer News file Photo

8:30 – Parade forms on N. Main St.
and Elm Ave.
9:00 – Parade starts, moves south
on Main St., right on Cayuga
to Glenwood Cemetery
At the cemetery there will be a
remembrance ceremony honoring our
fallen veterans.
Children are encouraged to decorate
bikes and bring garden flowers for the
memorial monument.

Retired Army Sgt. Major Michael
Steager of Homer will be the guest
speaker.
Refreshments will be served at
the Post Home on S. Main Street
after the ceremony.
Local residents are invited to help
place flags at Glenwood Cemetery
on May 25th at 6 pm. If it rains on
the 25th, rescheduled for Thursday,
May 26th at 6 pm.
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What is YOUR Home Worth Today?
4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045
www.hagerealestate.com

Homer Native
Named to
Hospital
Marketing Post

MT. LEBANON, Pa. (May 16, 2016)
− St. Clair Hospital has named Elliot G.
Nikolakopoulos a Marketing and Graphic
Design Specialist in its Marketing and
Development Department. He previously served as a graphic designer at
Golf Galaxy at Dick’s Sporting Goods.
Nikolakopoulos is a graduate of The
Art Institute of Pittsburgh. He is the
son of Steve and Eve Nikolakopoulos
of Homer.
About St. Clair Hospital
St. Clair Hospital is an independent, nationally recognized acute care
medical center with 2,300 employees
and 550 physicians serving residents of
western Pennsylvania. With 328 beds
and five satellite locations, St. Clair
offers advanced high-quality care in
multiple specialties, including heart,
oncology, orthopedics, mental health,
women and children services, stroke
care and more.

Call us
at

607-753-6766
for a FREE Market Analysis!

Team Hage
Sold on Cortland County!

Alô Brasil at the
Center for the
Arts June 4.
Rio de Janeiro is host of the Games
of the XXXI Summer Olympics, but
if you can’t make it, no worries. The
music, culture and celebration of Brazil
is coming to Homer this June with Alô
Brasil, a musical, dance and cultural
festival at the Center for the Arts of
Homer, 7 p.m. on June 4. Food and
drinks will be available starting at 6pm.
The culminating event of the Center’s
mainstage concert season features
Philadelphia-based Alô Brasil, led
by Cortland native Peter Bertini.
Accompanied by stunningly costumed
dancers, the large ensemble band
draws audiences into a "tornado of
rhythm and sound” according to enthusiastic reviewers. Not just performers,
Alô Brasil’s artists communicate energizing joy, as well as the historical and
cultural diversity of Brazilian music,
transforming audiences into enthusiastic participants.
The band’s repertoire is rooted in
African influenced rhythms: samba
(Brazil’s “national music and dance”);
samba batucada (drums); samba reggae; pagode (pah gaw jee); forró (fo
ho); maracatú, ijexá/afoxé; maracatú;
bãiao; and others from many different
regions of Brazil. Its performance style
is rooted in the tradition of Brazil’s
famous celebrations, with spectacular
costumes and high spirited dancing
which animates Rio’s famed festivals
-- which Frommer’s travel guides rate
as the best in the world.
Individual band members bring a
wealth of experience to the stage.
Not only have they paraded with Rio
de Janeiro Samba Schools during
Carnival, appeared on Brazilian television, and studied Capoeira Angola
for many years, but also they have
performed worldwide with top acts in
jazz, Latin, African, Afro-Cuban, and

R&B music.
Cortland native Peter Bertini, called
an “astonishing bundle of energy who
drums, dances, and sings,” founded
the group with Chilean guitarist Patricio
Acevedo, evolving it in part from previous Philadelphia-area Brazilian
groups: PhilaSamba, Banda Bacana,
and Samba Nosso. Alô Brasil’s musicians are from Brazil, Chile, Cuba
and USA, with dancers from Brazil,
Mauritius, and USA. Bertini performs
lead vocal, dance and percussion for
Alô Brasil.
A member of the musically acclaimed
Bertini family of Cortland, Peter is
Charlie Bertini’s (Apple Jazz) first
cousin and the brother of Amy
Bertini of Homer. He is an Associate
Professor at the Philadelphia College
of Performing Arts, and holds a MFA
in modern dance. He has choreographed and performed his own work
in Rio de Janeiro, Buenos Aires, Paris,

Budapest and Sydney, for which he has
won international competition awards.
A prolific musician, he has notated more
than 250 modern, jazz and Brazilian
dance studies, appeared with Bob Hope
and has performed as a dancer on PBS.
As an educator, he headed the Jazz
Dance program at UArts for 14 years
and has been teaching there since 1977,
winning excellence in teaching awards.
He has studied jazz dance and percussion with choreographer/percussionist
JoJo smith, Brazilian dance with Ligia
Barretto, Ghanian dance and drumming, piano and modern dance. His
recordings include Alô Brasil, Samba
Nosso and Spoken Hand Percussion
Orchestra.
Catch the flavor of Brazil, and the other
famous musical Bertini of Cortland,
June 4 at the Center for the Arts of
Homer. For more information or tickets:
Dial 877-749-ARTS (2787) or http://
www.center4art.org/

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
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Over 30 years experience in the construction industry
Don Richards
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Complete Construction Concepts, LLC
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NEXT ISSUE
The next issue of The Homer News will be June 2, 2016.
DEADLINE: for ads and news is May 24, 2016
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2016 St. Anthony’s Festival –
A Doubly Special Occasion
By Stephanie Passeri-Densmore
All of Central New York is familiar with the St. Anthony’s Festival, a
weekend of faith and good times at
St. Anthony of Padua Church at 50
Pomeroy Street in Cortland, New York.
Dating back to 1905, this traditional celebration commemorating St. Anthony,
a favorite Italian saint, always offers a
weekend of religious events, aspects

of traditional Italian folk celebrations,
delicious food, children’s games, shopping opportunities, and live music for all
tastes. However, this year’s festival, to
be held on June 11th and 12th, has an
even more special meaning. It is part
of the kick-off of the centennial celebration of St. Anthony of Padua Church,
which was founded as a parish in 1917
by Italian immigrants. The year of centennial celebration, like St. Anthony’s
parish itself, will focus not only on
commemorating its cherished past but
also on engaging in many dynamic
activities regarding parish and community life. In fact, the theme of this
year’s St. Anthony’s Day Procession
on Sunday June 12th is “St. Anthony of
Padua Church: Cherishing the Past—
Embracing the Future.”
St. Anthony’s Festival Weekend
starts Saturday afternoon with a
Spaghetti Supper in St. Anthony’s
Church Hall from 4:00 to 7 PM, which
will satisfy the heartiest appetites for
Italian food. At 5:30 PM, Mass will
be said in Italian with authentic Italian
hymns. English translation leaflets will
be provided for St. Anthony’s many
current parishioners who come from
diverse backgrounds and members of
the public who wish to attend. At
6:30, the outdoor celebration begins
on the festival grounds adjoining the
church. There, festival goers can savor
St. Anthony's renowned sausage and
pepper sandwiches, pizza fritta (fried
dough), and Italian sweet treats, including pizzelle (Italian waffle cookies),
cannoli (ricotta-filled crispy shells), and
homemade Italian cookies, from the
Dolci booth until 10 PM. Italian-themed
items, including T-shirts and caps, can

be purchased at the Italian Novelties
Booth. Festival goers can also make
Silent Auction bids on themed baskets
and other lovely items.
Also on Saturday evening,
Tribal Revival will provide great musical
entertainment from 7 PM to 9:30 PM.
The evening ends with a thrilling fireworks display at 9:30 PM, generously
sponsored by McNeil and Company
Insurance and Risk Services.

Sunday events begin at 9:30
AM with a traditional Mass celebrating the feast day of St. Anthony. As
a tribute to this beloved saint, thirteen
little boys dressed as St. Anthony and
carrying his signature lilies will sing a
moving hymn in Italian, which praises
St. Anthony for spreading the Gospel
and protecting those who are far from
their homeland. The boys have been
trained by Vivian Colongeli and her
daughter Pamela Knickerbocker, who
have carried on the tradition begun
by mother-in-law Maria Colongeli,
Francesca Discenza, Doradea Cerio,
and Giuseppina Cerio in the 1930’s.
Following benediction after Mass, the
Old Timers Band will enter the church
to play the favorite Italian march,
“Caderna,” and lead the parishioners
in the traditional procession throughout
Cortland’s East Side.
This year’s procession theme
highlights St. Anthony’s love of its faith
and ethnic heritage combined with an
energetic, inclusive present and vibrant
future. Traditional elements include the
ornate St. Anthony’s Banner from Italy,
the statue of St. Anthony supported
on the shoulders of four parishioners,
the thirteen little monks, vivid Italian
regional banners by the late Mario
Venturini, parish organizations, accordion player Armando Natale, and religious floats. One of this year’s floats is
a project of St. Anthony’s Confirmation
Class. Last year’s Confirmation Class,
under the direction of parish artist
Ellen Rahner, designed and painted
a beautiful mural adorning the entire
length of the church atrium. This
year’s students are building a float of
the Creation, representing the Biblical

account and symbolizing the creation
of the St. Anthony’s Parish in 1917.
The procession route includes Elm,
Hubbard, Central, Pomeroy, Port
Watson, Bartlett, Commando, Hyatt
and a return to the church.

Other Sunday festival activities get
underway on the church grounds at
12:30 PM. Families and friends can
relax under the big tent to enjoy Italian
specialty dishes from the ethnic foods
booth or sausage and peppers sandwiches, pizza fritta, and other dolci.
Youngsters will love the kids’ food
booth, fun kids’ games, and the Bounce
House. Parish caricature artist, Noel
Passeri, will be on hand to draw likenesses of festival goers of all ages.
Adults can play the new cake wheel
and bid on the Silent Auction, which
includes themed baskets and many
other items. Besides St. Anthony’s
Italian Novelties booth, there will be a
variety of creative shopping opportunities on Sunday, including a new booth
called “Traditional Keepsakes,” which
offers handmade crocheted, embroidered, sewn, and knitted items. Local
vendors’ wares include handmade
jewelry by Sharon Torres, in addition
to hand painted glassware, custom
couture tutus, and handcrafted hair
accessories by Cristina Bruno Dalola’s
The Muse Creations/Royal Tutu Tea
Parties.
Sunday’s live music entertainment features the Cortland High Jazz
Band, the Cortland High Rock Band
(a “School of Rock” style band), Steve
Southworth and the Rockabilly Rays.
As always, the festival culminates with
the ever popular Old Timers Band
Concert.
Times of performances will
be available at: saintanthonysfestival.
org, along with all festival information.
Make sure to attend this year’s very
special St. Anthony’s Festival!

Professionally
Installed
“Safe Vent”
Liner Systems
All Work 100%
Guaranteed

1349 Fisher Ave. - Cortland, NY
9b16

10b16

From Minor Repair to Complete Rebuilds
Central NY’s Oldest Chimney Service
Family Owned & Operated for 4 Generations

Ted McBride Co.
cell 543-0382

CORTLAND—The Cortland County
Family YMCA is pleased to announce
the opening of its Annual Support
Campaign (ASC) for 2015-2016 to
members and the community. Annual
Support Campaign donations are dedicated to funding the Y’s Scholarship
Program for individuals and families
with financial need.
“Many people don’t realize that the
YMCA is a 501(c)3 charitable organization and that our cause is to Strengthen
Community. We believe that all members of the community have a place
at the Y. That is why our Mission
Statement includes the phrase ‘…build
healthy spirit, mind, and body for all.’
The Annual Support Campaign assists
us in giving everyone in the community an opportunity to learn, grow, and
thrive.” said Dave Hamilton, Executive
Director. Scholarships are awarded to
those who apply and have a proven
need for financial help with membership and program fees. Last year, 217
scholarships were awarded totaling
over $36,000.
This year’s Annual Support Campaign
began in the fall of 2015 and the goal
of the campaign is $20,000. The total
campaign effort is broken down into
several smaller campaigns – to the
Boards of Directors and Trustees, to
Major Donors, to Corporate Donors,
and to the Membership. Donations
prior to the opening of the Membership
Campaign have totaled $12,000 – a
good start toward a great cause! All
donations to the Y are tax deductible
and you can donate in-person at 22
Tompkins Street, over the phone by
calling 756-2893, or on-line at www.
cortlandymca.org.
We will give an update on the progress
of the Annual Support Campaign at
the YMCA’s Annual Meeting, May 24th
at 6:30 p.m. All YMCA members are
welcome to attend the Annual Meeting,
which will include the business of voting on the new slate of members for
the Board of Directors and voting on
an amendment to the Constitution and
By-laws. Biographies for Board of
Directors nominees can be found on
our website at www.cortlandymca.org.
The Cortland County Family YMCA
has been proudly serving Cortland
and the surrounding community for
the past 148 years. We are for youth
development, for healthy living and for
social responsibility.

CHIMNEY

Stone - Crushed Stone - Sand

Delivered or
Picked up

Annual Meeting to Celebrate
Giving, Elect New Board
Members

Bob Pascal

Topsoil - Mulch

call ahead for pick-up

Y Opens
Annual Support
Campaign to
Members and
Community

Call
Today!

315-729-2544

BobPascalChimney.com
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

Homer's Hospital
This is the second of three installments
on the history of the Homer Hospital and
Training School for Nurses.
Now, the brochure published in 1915
provides a fascinating glimpse into the
life of nurses training for certification at
the Homer Hospital. Applicants were
to be between 18 and 35 years of age,
and it was just understood that they
were females. What male would want to
have a career in nursing? It was just a

The pupil nurses were expected to
reside at the hospital. They received
board and laundry services. The hospital prescribed a uniform – a pink dress
with a white apron. The uniform and
the training books were to be provided
by the pupil. The pupil was to bring a
good supply of other clothing and a
watch with a second hand. Each item
was to be indelibly marked with the
owner’s full name. Pupil nurses were
to be paid four dollars per month for

HELP!!!

The photo above is the original train station of the Syracuse and Binghamton
Railroad. In the early 1900’s, it was moved from James Street to Wall Street, where it
now awaits renovation/restoration.
HELP!! - Do you have any photos or drawings or articles showing this building at its
original location? If you have any or know of any, we would like to obtain copies or
scans of them to use in the renovation/restoration of the structure.
Please contact: editor Don Ferris at 607-749-2613
or email: editor@thehomernews.com.
Any help/leads will be greatly appreciated.
photo from Homeville Museum display

different mindset in the early twentieth
century, with a division of labor by gender. While men and women had served
as untrained nurses during the bloody
Civil War, professional nursing was not
yet seen after the war as an excellent
career choice for both sexes, as it is
today.
The Homer Training School’s official
application form is interesting and contains questions that would not be permissible in a later era. Besides providing
one’s full name, age as of last birthday,
date and place of birth, signed school
transcripts for at least one completed
year of high school, and two references,
one was expected to answer the following:
Are you single, married, or a widow? If
married or a widow, have you children,
and how many? How provided for?
Are you connected with any church?
Name denomination and provide a letter
from a clergyman.
Give previous and present occupation,
if any.
Have you ever been connected with any
training school for nurses?
Have you ever done any nursing?
Height? Weight?
Are you strong and healthy? Provide
certification by a physician.
Are your sight and hearing perfect?
Are you free from domestic responsibilities which might interrupt your course in
school?
Have you read and do you fully understand the regulations?
Applicants were told that “only a
limited number can be admitted” and
“a personal interview is desired.” They
were further cautioned to remember that
“they are on trial” and that “the reasons
for rejection are not given; the decision
when given is final.”
Those who passed the screening
process entered into an instructional
program of a year and a half duration.
The first two months were a probationary period. If one’s teeth needed attention, the matter was to be addressed
“before entering the probationary term.”
If one survived the probationary period,
one was accepted as a “pupil nurse.”
One was also granted credit for the two
months just completed and asked to
sign a contract promising to remain for
the rest of the program and “to obey the
rules and regulations of the school and
hospital.”

the first year and six dollars per month
for the final six months. It was made
clear that this money was not given as
a salary; it was “given to defray any
extra expense incurred while in the
Training School.” During any illness, a
pupil would receive free care, but time
lost was to “be made up at the end of
the course, time not to exceed three
weeks.”
The pupil nurses could be called
upon for duty day or night, as needed.
A “day nurse” was on duty from 7 in the
morning until 7 at night, and a “night
nurse” was on duty from 7 at night
until 7 in the morning. Every nurse
was allowed one half-day off duty each
week, except in emergency, “the time
to be proscribed by the Superintendent
of the Hospital and Training School.”
During the summer months, a vacation of one week was to be granted “at
the discretion of the authorities, time
to be deducted.” Upon completion of a
series of lectures given by the hospital
staff and the Superintendent, pupil
nurses were to sit for an examination.
If they passed, they were entitled to
graduation and a hospital diploma.
The nurses were expected to
comply with an extensive and detailed
list of the “Rules and Regulations for
Nurses.” It is worth presenting here
in its entirety because it allows us to
go back a century and imagine the
culture of those who wore the pink and
white uniforms at the Homer Hospital.
Today’s hospital nurses will find this
quite interesting.
1.
Nurses are required to wear
the uniform and cap at all times while
on duty.
2.
She must see that for each
new patient the orders are written
on the chart by the physician or by
his direction, that cards of admission
are made out and endorsed by the
Superintendent of the Training School
and sent to the office. This card, with
a record of the pulse, temperature and
respiration, must be taken as soon as
possible to the Superintendent of the
Hospital.
3.
They must wear noiseless
shoes. They must not remove their
cap or apron or lie down while on duty.
4.
Graduate nurses and all others
employed temporarily in the hospital
must observe the rules and regulations
of the institution in every particular.

5.
Loud talking and any unnecessary noise are forbidden. Nurses
must be at their meals in season and
must not linger in the dining room after
meals.
6.
They will retire to their rooms
at or before 10 P.M. All save night
lights must be extinguished at 10:30
P.M. The hour of rising is 6 A.M., and
before leaving room each nurse shall
arrange her bed for suitable airing.
7.
No nurse shall be absent from
the hospital after 10 P.M. without permission from the Superintendent of the
Hospital, who must require an explanation for all absences.
8.
They must keep their rooms in
order and always ready for inspection
and every nurse shall be required to
keep every part of her apartment in
order.
9.
They must not take visitors
to their rooms or invite them to meals
without permission.
10.
They are not permitted to
receive calls during their hours of
duty without permission from the
Superintendent of the Training School.
11.
When relieved on account of
sickness they must not leave their
rooms or return to hospital duties without permission from the Superintendent
of the Training School, who will call
some member of the Advisory Board
to attend those who need medical
care. They will not consult any other
physician or obtain medicine from the
Hospital Pharmacy without permission.
12.
They will have no relations or
communications with any of the physicians, patients, or employees of the
hospital, except so far as may be necessary in the care of the patients or the
regular work of the institution. Visiting
in the corridors or rooms is forbidden.
13.
Nurses in uniform must not
go out on the street without specific
permission from the Superintendent of
the Training School.
14.
Nurses must observe proper decorum and civility and at the
entrance of an official or stranger,
shall, if seated, at once arise and give
the visitors prompt attention.
15.
Nurses are not allowed to use
the telephone while on duty except for
business pertaining to the hospital.
16.
The Superintendent of the
Hospital and Training School is responsible to the physicians and surgeons

for the medical and surgical care of the
patients in the hospital, and it shall be
the duty of each nurse to receive and
carry out her orders.
17.
They will make no comments
upon the treatment of patients by the
physicians.
18.
Any nurse giving information
to a patient or visitor – inside or outside the hospital – relative to histories,
diseases or treatment of patients, will
subject herself to dismissal from the
school.
19.
All patients must be treated
with kindness and courtesy.
20.
Nurses must not be absent
from classes or lectures without permission.
21.
The resignation of any nurse
will not be accepted unless the same
reason is recommended by the
Superintendent of the Training School.
22.
The Superintendent of the
Training School, subject to the approval of the Advisory Board, may make
such other rules in reference to the
conduct of nurses in the hospital, as
she may desire, not inconsistent with
the foregoing.
23.
Under no circumstances is a
nurse permitted to express an opinion
regarding the condition of a patient.
Anybody think they would like
to sign up? To modern sensibilities,
this seems like a humorless convent
or a regimented, militaristic lifestyle.
However, one must keep in mind that a
century ago disciplined, professionally
trained nurses were deemed to be the
uniformed foot soldiers in combating
disease and infection. The enemy to
bodily health was not being confronted
with the arsenal of medicines and
labor-saving technology that we take
for granted today. Penicillin, for example, was not discovered by Scottish
scientist Alexander Fleming until thirteen years after the Homer Hospital
and Training School opened its doors.
Even then, it was not available for use
in treating infections until 1942. Nurses
of the early twentieth century waged a
constant battle, with the resources at
hand, to prevent the spread of disease
and infection.
To be continued….
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Cortland's Newest CRT Box Office
to Open May 23
Surgery Center
Cortland Repertory Theatre Box Office
Provides State-of- The
will open for all summer ticket sales for
their 45th Anniversary season starting on
Monday, May 23rd. The Box Office is locatthe-Art Care
ed at 24 Port Watson Street in downtown
.Cortland, NY: The Cortland Surgical
Center located at 64 Pomeroy Street
in Cortland is an independent surgical
center specializing in medical and surgical treatment of disorders related to
the ear, nose, throat, head, and neck.
The Surgical Center is fully Accredited
by the Joint Commission and adheres
to the Commission's national quality
standards. The Center began operations in 2015 and has already completed over 1,000 surgeries.

Cortland, and is open Monday – Friday
from 9:00 – 6:00 PM, and on Saturdays
from noon – 6:00 PM. Once performances
begin at the Little York Pavilion, the Box
Office at that location is open from 6:00
– 7:30 and 11:00 – 2:00 on performance
evenings only.

Dr. Manoj Kumar, MD, the primary
surgeon at the Center, founded CNY
Medical Professionals in 2006 under
the name Cortland ENT. As the practice expanded the Surgical Center
facility was added to the second floor
to provide comprehensive medical
and surgical services to patients in
Cortland, Tompkins, Chenango, and
Broome counties. Recently the Center
has acquired a state-of-the-art Image
Guidance System from Medtronics,
investing over $170,000 to provide
superior surgical capabilities to area
residents.

The CRT summer season begins on June
8th with the regional premiere of Ken
Ludwig’s “The Fox on the Fairway” which
runs through June 18th. The season
also includes “West Side Story” (June 22
– July 9), “A Chorus Line” (July 13 – 30),
Agatha Christie’s “Cards on the Table”
(August 3 – 13), “The Kitchen Witches”
(August 17 – 27) and “The Marvelous
Wonderettes” (August 31 – September10),
plus the children’s show “Pinocchio” which
has four performances – July 14, 16, 22
and 23. Please visit www.cortlandrep.org
for ticket prices, show details and performance times.

Key professional staff include Dr. Mark
Settineri, a full-time anesthesiologist
with over 20 years of extensive experience in pediatric and adult anesthesia. Traci Baker, RN, the Center's
Administrator supervises daily operations and works closely with staff
to create an atmosphere of personal
care, patient follow-up, and medical
treatment. Deborah Warner, NP with
Master's Degree is a practicing Nurse
Practitioner with over 10 years of experience.
An extremely important patient benefit is the Surgical Center's 100%
Price Transparency Policy. Patients
who have no insurance or patients with
higher deductibles save significantly vs
having their surgery at a local hospital
or a hospital owned surgery center. For
example: a thyroidectomy in a hospital can cost a patient approximately
$10,000 whereas the same surgery at
the Cortland Surgical Center is only
$3,500. Dr. Kumar is fully committed to providing high-quality medical
and surgical services at affordable
costs thereby making access to quality
medical services accessible to all area
residents.
Dr. Kumar completed a clinical fellowship in Pediatric Otolaryngology at the
Cincinnati Children's Medical Center,
Ohio and a clinical fellowship in Sleep
Surgery at the Medical College of
Georgia, Atlanta, Georgia. He also
trained extensively in the United
Kingdom, completing his residency in
Otolaryngology at Wales University
Hospital, Cardiff, and a residency in
Surgery at West Middlesex University
Hospital, London, England. He has
dedicated his career to snoring and
sleep apnea surgeries, minimally invasive thyroid and parathyroid surgeries,
and endoscopic sinus surgeries.
The Cortland Surgical Center
Specialized Services include:
• Image Guided Endoscopic Sinus
Surgeries
• Thyroid and Parathyroid Surgeries
• Snoring and Sleep Apnea Surgeries
•
Tonssillectomies and
Adenoidectomies
• Ear Tube Placements
• Parotid and Salivary Gland Surgeries
•
Esophagoscopies and
Bronchoscopies
• Phono (Voice) Surgeries
• Surgeries for Maxillo Facial Trauma

Tickets may also be purchased by credit
card by calling 607-756-2627 or 800-4276160 during business hours, or online 24
hours a day through the Cortland Rep
website at www.cortlandrep.org. A small
additional fee is required for online sales.

Starts at the Homer Fire Department
Registration: Noon-1:00 pm Ride Starts 1:00 pm
$25 Ride, T-Shirt, Dinner
Tickets Available: CortlandBreakfastRotary.org
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Spring Fever at the Library
Yesterday was a mildly mad day
at the library. We had the Teen Tech
Volunteers here, who in between providing assistance to people with questions about iPads and downloading
books, were busy creating hats for the
Teen Film Club’s latest film. Hat creation required quite a few feathers, silk
flowers, and glue guns. The 1st and
2nd grade Lego Club also met yesterday, and spent a happy hour creating a
penguin, a clown, a frog, and a weight
lifter. And the 5th and 6th grade Writers’
Club were furiously writing their stories, to be read at the June Reading.
This time of year is always a little
crazy at the library. Because although
some programs, like Rockin’ Readers,
maybe winding up for the school year
there’s all sorts of planning doing on for
the Summer Reading program. We’ve
got the Homer Kindergarten and Third
Grade classes coming in for library
tours in the next month. We’re putting together schedules for performers,
book clubs, film club, movies, crafts,
and activities for the summer. And we
are getting ready to garden with the
Brewster House.
Thanks to a grant from Senator Seward,
we’re going to be putting in raised beds
between the library and the Brewster
House. This summer, youth attending
library programs will be able to garden
with Brewster House residents. The
Summer Reading Program theme for
2016 is On Your Mark, Get Set, Read!
And we’re planning on celebrating
exercise and wellness with a host of fun
activities from movement programs, to
gardening, to salsa making. And there’s
always good books to read on sports,
games, food, and gardens. Whether it’s
Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss,
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library
by Chris Grabenstein, Dairy Queen
by Catherine Murdoch, Frankenstein
makes a Sandwich by Rex Adams,
Down to Earth: How Kids Help Feed
the World by Nikki Tate, or the latest
Tim Green novel, everyone’s sure to
find a good book at the library.
Registration for Summer Reading
starts in June. Everyone can participate,
from babies to our over one-hundred
year olds. So starting in June, sign
up (on your mark), get a schedule of
programs (get set), and start reading
(GO!).

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler Story Time is Wednesday
mornings at 10:30 am, when school is in
session. There are no programs on snow
days or school holidays. Upcoming
themes are:
May 25-World Turtle Day
June 1- Hug your cat day
June 8- Monsters
June 15- Best Friends
June 22-The Zoo
June 22nd will be the last Toddler
Story Time for the school year, but
Summer Reading is just around the corner. So, don’t despair. Just stay tuned.
Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time is Wednesdays
at 3:20 pm. This is a fun program with
stories, crafts, games, and songs. There
are no programs on snow days or school
holidays. Upcoming themes will be:

Brian Barnes Named Cortland County
Youth of the Year

May 25th – National Turtle Day
June 1st – Cats
June 8th – Music with Jennifer
June 15th - Best Friends/ End of Year
Party
June 15th is the last Rockin’ Readers of
the school year.
Mad Scientist Club
The library offers a monthly science
club for K-2nd graders. June’s meeting
will be Friday, June 10th at 3:30 pm.
Young scientists will be making their
own play-dough. Space is limited to ten
participants, so stop by the library to
sign up. Pre-registration is required.
Writing workshop for Adults and
Teens
Mystery writer Barbara Early, who
also writes under the name Beverly
Allen, will be at the library Saturday,
May 21st to provide a writing workshop. The workshop entitled, “Keeping
Your Readers Up Late” will focus on
pacing and writing the most exciting
book you can write.
The workshop will be from 11am till
12:30. Call the library to pre-register.
Saturday Sewing in the Wonder and
Discovery Center
On Saturday, May 21st we will have
another sewing project in the Wonder
and Discovery Center. The project will
be to make pillow cases. Children ages
7 all the way through adults are invited.
While experience may be helpful it
isn’t necessary. The project will start at
10:30 am. Please sign up at the library
with a phone number and email so we
can tell you what supplies to bring. We
will supply the sewing machines. Space
will be limited to 4 participants, we will
have to share the sewing machines so
please plan accordingly.
Demo Night at the Wonder and
Discovery Center
Demo Night at the Discovery Center
for May will be on Tuesday, May 24th
at 6:30 pm. Please note this is a change
of date. We’ll be making fairy gardens.
So sign up ahead of time and pick up
a list of needed supplies to bring with
you.
Movie and Craft
Join us for a showing of Norm of
the North and a related craft on Friday
May 27th from 3-5 pm. This program
is open to children K-5th grade. Space
is limited to ten children, so be sure to
stop by the library and sign up early.
Pre-registration is required.
On Your Mark, Get Set, Read!
The Summer Reading Program is just
around the corner. Don’t forget, summer reading is for everyone, toddlers
to adults. Registration starts in June. So
stay tuned for more information.
Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading
ebooks and audiobooks to your Nook,
Kindle, or iPad? Want to try checking
our an emagazine from Zinio, now
available on our website? Let our Teen
Tech Volunteers help you. During the
school year, they are available Mondays
from 3-5 pm to help you with your technology needs.
Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting will be

Cortland Area Communities That Care
(CACTC) Coalition recognizes exemplary and noteworthy students annually through the Youth of the Year
awards. Our goal is to identify and
recognize youth who excel, but “fly
under the radar.” Nominees exhibit
leadership, service, resilience and significant contributions in the following
areas: community involvement, school
involvement, character, and personal
accomplishments.
The 2015-2016 nominees are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Krysandra Dewey
Katie Couture
Olivia Porter
Gabrielle Keeney
Chloe McConnell
Sara Brigham
Gwendolyn O’Neill
Jacob Jensen
Noah Cole
Molly Ulrich
Brian Barnes
Stephanie Wales
Ellena Holl
Mackenzie Pendell
Bridgette Bice
Claudia Kolts
Kayli Marshall

Brian Barnes is a 12th grade student
at Cortland Junior Senior High School
and is very involved in his school and
community. He is a member of the
student council, a Link Crew Leader,
president of Music Honor Society, and
a participant of High School Theatre
and Cortland High Dynamic Paws. He
is a member of the Cortland Repertory
Theatre Board and volunteers at St.
Margaret's Church. Brian is an actor,
play writer, violinist, and also has sung
the National Anthem for many events.
His nominator had this to say about
him: “Never have I felt so strongly
about a young person deserving recognition for simply being themselves.
Brian is that amazing.”

June 20th at 7 pm in the Community
Meeting Room. Meetings are open to
the public.
For more information about any of
our programs call 749-4616 or check
out our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm

An awards ceremony to recognize
all nominees was held on Thursday,
May 12th at 6:00pm at the Cortland
Repertory Theatre, 24 Port Watson
Street.
To read more about each nominee,
visit our website: http://www.cortlandareactc.org/#!cortland-county-youth-ofthe-year/cwf
CACTC is a non-profit community
coalition whose mission is to reduce
adolescent alcohol and other drug
abuse, teen pregnancy, delinquency,
school dropout rates, and violence in
the community. With over 40 coalition
partners from 12 sectors of the community, CACTC is on the frontlines in
addressing some of our community’s
most pressing issues. Learn more
about us at cortlandareactc.org.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
May 21-22 - Saturday, Sunday
CNY Living History Center’s first Civil
War Encampment!
May 30 - Monday
The Columbian Presbyterian Church,
corner of rtes. 11 & 20 LaFayette, will
be hosting its' annual Memorial Day
Benefit for LaFayette Outreach, on
Mon. May 30, from 8:00 am- 12 noon.
All of the proceeds will be donated
directly to LaFayette Outreach, which
is our local food pantry and servicereferral agency. The event consists
of a silent auction, bake sale, plant
sale, "Red, White & Blue Ice Cream
Sundaes," and a free kids' craft area.
Questions/Donations: 677-3293, cpresbyt@twcny.rr.com .
May 28 - Saturday,
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held Saturday, May 28th, from
8am to 1:00pm, at the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church, 16 Cayuga
Street(on the Green). A Double Red
Cell Collection unit will be available at
this drive for type A-,B-,AB-, and O.
Anyone who wishes to donate should
call and make an appointment at
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to: www.redcrossblood.org Folks with appointments
are given first priority, but walk-ins are
welcome.
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: May 24, 2016 for the June 2,
2016 issue.
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“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
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8/30/2016
9/13/2016
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10/25/2016
11/8/2016
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CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.
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4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
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5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
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CLASSIFIEDS
HOUSE FOR SALE

HANDYMAN SERVICES

VERY NICE RANCH in the village.
3BR/2.5BA, 4 season sunroom, oversize garage,open floor plan, move-in
ready. Call 607/749-7460 or 423-5142
6a16
for an appointment.

SHANE'S HANDYMAN SERVICE
-Lawn mowing, Spring cleanups,
Landscaping, Junk removal, Interior
Y
Exterion painting staining, Cleanouts
houses, barns, Gutter cleaning,
Driveway sealing, Pressure washing houses, barns, garages, decks,
Mulching, Much More. Fully Insured,
Reasonable Rates. 607-299-4676 5b16

WANTED TO BUY
We buy good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

ACROSS
1. Astrologer’s concern, pl.
6. Lamb serving
9. Ranee’s husband
13. Sunday strip
14. Formal vote
15. Rubbernecker
16. “All kidding ____...”
17. *Mythological creature
18. Beginning of a sickness
19. *”Game of ____”
21. Cow chow
23. Detective ____ of “Around the
World in Eighty Days”
24. Denim innovator
25. Luftwaffe’s WWII enemy
28. What Caesar did before he saw
and conquered
30. Virtual you
35. Black cat, e.g.
37. Boundary line
39. Davy Crockett’s last stand
40. “Do ____ others as...”
41. Became upright
43. Snatch
44. Better than nice
46. Desperate
47. Opposing prefix
48. Perennial garden flower
50. Post-it slip
52. *It gets punished in Dante’s
“Inferno”
53. Take a ____ from a jug
55. Tokyo, once
57. *Old norseman
60. *Holy war
64. Singing femme fatale
65. Luau welcome
67. Representative of Allah on earth
68. Cupcake topper
69. Granola grain
70. Opposite of digest
71. 100 centavos
72. Bonanza find
73. *Galahad does this to the Holy
Grail
DOWN
1. Ella Fitzgerald’s craft
2. Comedy Central’s “____.O”
3. Gulf V.I.P.
4. Free from
5. Like a longer route?
6. Cleaning cabinet supplies
7. Snakelike fish
8. Blooper
9. “Atlas Shrugged” author
10. Cathedral part
11. Audience’s rejection
12. *Illuminated manuscripts or tapestries, e.g.
15. *Long-haired naked tax-opponent
20. SAT and ACT

Solution to
May 5
Puzzle

22. Female gametes
24. Allowing
25. *Like Arthur’s table
26. Embryo sacs
27. “Bring back!” to Fido
29. *Fermented honey libation
31. Aquarium organism
32. Mountain lakes
33. Stradivari competitor
34. *He stole from the rich and gave to the needy
36. English playwright Coward
38. Continental currency
42. *____ Abelard, Heloise’s unfortunate lover
45. Moving like phoenix
49. Barley bristle
51. Derives a theory
54. Cooler manufacturer
56. Meryl Streep’s “August: ____ County”
57. Biden, e.g.
58. *Fleur-de-lis
59. Bingo-like game
60. Give a ticket
61. Away from wind
62. Floppy storage
63. Newts in terrestrial stage
64. Hot tea amount
66. Listening device
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THINNING THE HERD:
A Cosmic Plan?

by Kim L. Hubbard
Recently, my wife and I bought
a new toaster. It’s a pretty basic
appliance as kitchen products go,
with four slots for either toast or
even a bagel. When I removed the
toaster from the box, I immediately
went to plug it in only to have my
wife call out; “Wait! Did you read
the directions?” Seriously, …
she actually said that. But come
on, what’s to know? You put the
bread in, push down the lever and,
“TA DA!” you have toast. It ain’t
that complicated. So of course I
replied; “Directions! I don’t need
no stinking directions! I’m a
guy!” Not only do guys not read
directions, we don’t ask for them
either. For the record, we are never
lost. We are exploring. But more
on that another time.
Regardless, my wife ignored my
protestations and refusal to read
some silly, unnecessary directions
and proceeded to pull out an
owner’s manual anyway. It was
the size of a Manhattan phone
book, with directions printed in
every language on the planet. On
the outside of the manual, however,
in huge bold print, in English, were
the words; “WARNING: DO NOT
PUT TOASTER IN OVEN!” On
the graves of my beloved parents, I
swear I am not making this up.
I was so intrigued by this legal
equivalent to “Well, … DUH!,”
that I just had to ﬁnd out the reason
for this head-scratcher. This is
akin to the idea of putting your
freshly shampooed puppy in the
micro-wave to dry it and watching
it explode like a Pop Tart, then
wonder what could possibly have
gone wrong.
Anyway, according to an attorney
I contacted, specializing in product
liability, the manufacturer of this
toaster was actually sued by the
family of a man who really DID put
his toaster in a gas oven because
his house had lost electric power
during a storm and he was just
DYING to have some toast. (Pun
intended.) Our lovable caveman
then got the brilliant idea to put
the entire appliance in the oven,
which resulted in the plastic shell
melting, causing it to release toxic
fumes and then burst into ﬂames.
This genius “experiment” burned
down the entire house, killing its
toast-loving occupant. I almost
wish I was kidding. Never the less,
his family sued the manufacturer
because, … (wait for it) … they

did not actually say you could
NOT put the toaster in the oven.
As they say in the old country;
“YOIKS!”
Now don’t get me wrong.
Medical
or
mechanical
malpractice cases resulting from
manufacturer ﬂaws or false
claims is a serious and valid
consumer issue that has produced
many legitimate legal actions
resulting in deserved judgments
in favor of the victims. In fact,
you can’t turn on the TV these
days without some attorney or
law ﬁrm telling you as much.
But, personally, I ﬁnd the legal
justiﬁcations for this particular
one a bit of a stretch. When the
courts say that being reckless,
careless or just downright stupid
is not our fault, we are messing
with a cosmic plan, not to
mention missing the point. My
score; Darwin ONE, humans
ZERO.
Then, there is the very recent
case of the Indonesian pop singer
who built her stage act around the
novel idea of performing with
the venomous and extremely
deadly King Cobra. (Don’t get
too far ahead of me now. It gets
better.) As you have already
likely surmised, something went
terribly wrong. It appears that
one of her snakes apparently had
had enough of performing for
screaming fans, (Or maybe was
not satisfied with its salary or
health plan.), and bit the muchbeloved singer. (I said it gets
better. Here ‘tis!)

had just bitten and killed someone
because, well, that’s what
poisonous snakes do. So naturally,
it was the snake’s fault that the
singer died. My score; Darwin
TWO, humans, … still ZERO.
The natural inclination here, and
in so many other similar such cases
we have all heard of throughout
history, or just last week, is to
feel sorry for the untimely and
unfortunate passing of these and
other such hapless souls. I, on the
other hand, prefer to look on the
bright side. It’s the optimist in me.
The way I see it, this is nature’s
way of thinning the herd. Sad?
Yes. Tragic even? Of course. But
the harsh reality is that we are all
probably better oﬀ because some
of these people have the brain
capacity of a sack of wet rice,
which means we were all at risk
of being victims of their stupidity,
sooner or later. In a manner of
speaking, we dodged a bullet.
The fact is, we are all capable
of doing incredibly stupid things
on a day-to-day basis. Usually,
we justify our actions with the
egotistically motivated belief that
nothing bad will happen to us. It
always happens to those other
morons. But, if you put a hot,
scalding cup of coﬀee in a paper
cup between your legs while

driving a car, you might not think
you could get burned, but I defy
you to tell me that the thought
didn’t cross your mind that you
might.
So, if you ever hear that I was
seen dancing in a thunder &
lightning storm while waving
my metal-shaft six iron over my
head, (Possibly drunk.) or tried
to jump from one tree to another
while eighty feet oﬀ the ground
… (Missed it by that much), … or
agreed to be dragged behind a jeep
for a ﬁlm while riding a skateboard
because the director said, “Come
on! It will be great!”, ... be afraid,
be very afraid. You are all at risk.
(These are all vicious rumors, by
the way.) But please don’t feel sad
for me. Yes, my wife, kids and
friends will likely feel very sad, (I
hope), and will probably say nice
things about me at my funeral, (I
hope), but they won’t sue anyone
for my stupidity. I promise.
Instead, drink a toast to your good
fortune that I didn’t kill you or any
innocent bystanders. Darwin … is
that you?!
###
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Medical professionals were
immediately called on stage to
inject the anti-venom kept on
hand for just such emergencies.
(At least someone planned
ahead.) Our “star” however,
not wanting to disappoint
her fans, refused the medical
assistance, insisting instead
on being allowed to continue
her performance. Now that’s a
showbiz trouper for ya! At any
rate, the medics did as requested,
and stepped aside, only to watch
the diva die minutes later from
cardiac arrest. Can I get a
collective, “Well … DUH!” from
the audience please?
The additional sad news is that
the snake was captured and then
destroyed because, … well, it’s
a snake, it was deadly, and it

The Home of Guaranteed Credit Approval
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
11b15

Jim Hopkins
Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
6a16
www.edwardjones.com
12c16
12c16

Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing
12c16

Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

5a17
12b15

11b15

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

607.756.4307

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Pat Hill Community Building

QUALITY AT THE RIGHT PRICE

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

%RDWV59V&ODVVLF&DUV

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs

Nichole Ponticello

භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-310-8852

8QGHUFRDWLQJ%XIILQJ
3LFN8S 'HOLYHU\

SALES


&HOO
)D[

6WHYH'X0RQG
owner/operator

607-591-0105
11b15

6c16

www.jackmcnerneychevrolet.com

60DLQ6W+RPHU1<
Located behind Steve & Lu’s Diner

12B15

6a16

A
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Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org
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Tom Niederhofer

5b16

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net
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Perfetti Announces
D.A. Candidacy

(Cortland, NY) Local attorney and
U.S. Navy veteran Patrick Perfetti
announced his Republican candidacy
for Cortland County District Attorney
in this year’s election. He made the
announcement as he was cheered on
by dozens of family, friends and supporters on the steps of the Cortland
County Courthouse on Greenbush
Street.
“We need a change at the District
Attorney’s Office,” said Mr. Perfetti.
“Things are different from the way
Cortland County was when I was a
child. Methamphetamine and heroin
use is up, as is crime and vandalism.
We need new leadership to turn things
around.”
Mr. Perfetti, 52, currently serves as
the Managing Attorney at Perfetti Law
Offices in Cortland, and is the 201516 President of the Cortland County
Bar Association. Born and raised in
Cortland, he is a graduate of Homer
Central School District, the College
of St. Rose, and Thomas M. Cooley
Law School. He lives in Cortland with
his wife, Carol, and their children,
Vincenzo and Giovanna.
In addition to his work in private legal
practice, Mr. Perfetti serves as the
Village Attorney for McGraw and
Town Attorney for Lapeer. He previously served as City Attorney for
Cortland and Village Attorney for
Homer. Additionally, he has served
as an Adjunct Professor of Criminal
Justice and Business at TompkinsCortland Community College. Earlier
in his career, he served as the Deputy
Public Defender for Cortland County.
Mr. Perfetti is also a combat veteran
of the U.S. Navy. After enlisting the
Naval Reserves at the age of 22 back
in 1986, he bravely served two Tours
of Duty in Iraq during Operation Iraqi
Freedom from 2005-2007. He retired
as a Navy Commander in 2014.

CDOS (Career Development
and Occupational Studies)
Program Gaining Recognition
and Acceptance

“I joined the Navy because I felt compelled to serve our country,” Mr. Perfetti
said. “In Iraq, I lost brothers-in-arms
and saw things that can’t be unseen,
and my time overseas caused great
hardship on our family. But we banded
together as military families must and
did what we needed to do in the cause
of justice and freedom.”
In this year’s election, Mr. Perfetti
will take on incumbent Democrat D.A.
Mark Suben.
“I’m not a politician and I’ve never run
for public office,” Mr. Perfetti added.
“It’s time for a change, and I’m ready
to step up to the challenge and deliver
honest leadership at the D.A.’s Office.”
Former Cortland County District
Attorney Tom Jewett introduced Mr.
Perfetti at the announcement and
remarked, “As a former Cortland
County D.A., I know the type of person
we need to get the job done. Patrick
has the legal experience and exemplary character to serve the people of our
community with distinction and honor.”
Cortland County Republican Chairman
John Folmer said, “Patrick Perfetti is
exactly the kind of fresh face and honest voice we need to take over at the
D.A.’s Office. He’ll restore integrity and
honor while working hard to dispense
justice fairly and without prejudice.”
This year’s General Election will take
place on Tuesday, November 8th.
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Issue 24

“The Ten Skills Employers Most Want
The
CDOS
Commencement
in 2015 Graduates” according to Credential is relatively new, as it was
forbes.com are:
passed by the New York State Board
of Regents in June of 2013. Many
1. Ability to work in a team structure
employers do not know that such a
2. Ability to make decisions and solve credential exists. It must be noted that
problems
this Credential is not a high school
3. Ability to communicate verbally diploma but instead is endorsed by the
with people inside and outside of the New York State Board of Regents as
organization
a credential that prepares a student
4. Ability to plan, organize, and priori- for entry level employment. In other
tize work
words, a student cannot check on a
5. Ability to obtain and process infor- job application that they have a high
mation
school diploma, but they can hand in
6. Ability to analyze quantitative data an application with recommendations
7. Technical knowledge related to the from an employer about the work skills
job
the student has attained.
8. Proficiency with computer software
Students can also receive the CDOS
programs
Commencement Credential by passing
9. Ability to create and/or edit written one of the four National Employability
reports
Skills exams: Skills USA Workforce
10. Ability to sell and influence others Ready Employability Assessment,
National Work Readiness Credential,
How might a student learn these National Career Readiness Certificate
skills while in school? The Career (WorkKeys), or Comprehensive Adult
Development and Occupational Studies Student Assessment System (CASAS).
(CDOS) Commencement Credential! These exams require students to learn
What is CDOS Commencement about work readiness skills and work
Credential? A credential that states related situations before taking the
and shows evidence that a student exam.
exiting high school is ready for entry
Either way in which the student
level employment.
Students who earns the CDOS Commencement
leave with this credential are required Credential, the fact that students are
to complete 216 hours of Career and being taught the soft skills before leavTechnical Education coursework and/ ing high school bodes well for future
or work-based learning hours. A stu- employment. The next generation of
dent has to complete at minimum 54 workers will be ready to take initiative,
hours of work-based learning opportu- know how to respond to a supervisor,
nities within the 216 hour requirement. arrive on time, take responsibility, and
This allows the business to assess the be decision makers.
student on soft skills required for entry
level positions. In turn, the student has Employers, teachers or parents who
a completed Employability Profile that would like more information should
ranks a student according to meeting contact:
expectations of the employer. This is
great news for employers hiring the Colleen Crisell
next generation of their work force. Regional Special Education Transition
This Employability Profile gives the big Specialist
picture of a student’s abilities before Mid-State RSE-TASC Region 6
hiring them, including skills that a stu- OCM BOCES
dent excels at, but also areas in which P.O. Box 4754
a future employee may need more Syracuse, NY 13221
support.
Phone: (315) 433-2639

Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV
7LUHVPRXQWEDODQFHURWDWH
$OLJQPHQWXSWRµZKHHOEDVH

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714

185 Clinton Avenue
Cortland, NY 13045

607.753.9644
Toll Free: (800) 715-0309

www.yaman.com

Tomorrow’s dreams start here
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

We went to Daytona Beach on vacation and took the Homer
News with us! :) - The Sipes

