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The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris
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We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
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The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
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Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.
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Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman, Kathy
Beardsley

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Phillips Free Library, Homer
Men’s and Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's,
Edgewood Bakery, Lucky Kitchen, Key Bank, Homer
Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins,
Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl Space, Dandy
Mart, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity
Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners,
Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve &
Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Homer Village Office,
Antiques on James.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Homer Village Board

Homer Town Board

The Homer Village Board met
Tuesday, November 1 in the Homer
community building. Among the items
on the agenda under old business
Trustee Ed Finkbeiner reported on a
proposal to install security cameras at
Durkee Park, due to the recent vandalism at the park. Trustee Finkbeiner has
contacted some vendors who were
scheduled to do a walk-through of
the village facilities to determine what
might be needed for cameras and software to operate them.

The Homer Town Board met on
Wednesday, November 2 at the town
hall. A public hearing was held on the
proposed town budget, and no one
from the public spoke at the hearing.
Supervisor Fred Forbes noted that
there has been a 1% reduction in the
assessed value of properties in the
town compared to last year’s budget.
He also budgeted 3% less sales tax
for 2017 as compared to 2016. The
sales tax for 2016 has been lower than
projected when the 2016 budget was
adopted.

As of November 1 a new historian
for the village had not been appointed. Mayor Genevieve Suits had only
received one email response, but no
formal application.
The building committee report was
given by Trustee Patrick Clune. A
meeting of the committee was to be
held November 14 at 6 PM in the village offices. Trustee Ed Finkbeiner
moved to have the building committee present a report to the public on
Thursday, December 1 at the Homer
fire station, main floor. The motion
was approved, and the committee will
present an update on their findings to
the public.
Town Supervisor Fred Forbes has
asked the village to designate which
of the two lenticular truss bridges the
village like to have the town replace.
The board agreed that the Wall Street
bridge should be replaced, not the
Pine Street bridge. The new bridge on
Wall Street will be wider than the current bridge and able to hold our large
fire trucks. As of this time there are no
specific designs or plans for the bridge,
but the town will be working on design
and building specifications, probably in
early 2017.
Mayor Genevieve Suits reported that
she and Town Supervisor Fred Forbes
would be meeting to discuss converting streetlights in the village and town
to LED lights. Since the town does not
have enough streetlights to make the
conversion financially feasible, it was
thought that if the town and village
both were to convert to LED lights, the
savings would be beneficial to both
governments.

At the board meeting portion, discussion was held concerning MEGA
Energy, a nonprofit firm that proposes
consolidating purchases of electricity.
The board decided to invite representatives of MEGA Energy to give a presentation at 6 PM, just before the next
town board meeting on December 7.
The board passed the 2017 budget
that was presented at the public hearing earlier in the evening. The village
tax rate will be $1.30 per thousand of
assessed valuation. The town tax rate
outside the village will be $1.73 per
thousand of assessed valuation, with
$.43 of that being for fire protection.
Assessor Randy Deal has retired,
and the board appointed Brian Fitts
as Assessor to replace him through
September 30, 2019.
The Little York Garden club has disbanded (they have been functioning
since the 1930’s) and has donated
$1882.12 to the town to be used for
flowers and plantings throughout the
town.
Supervisor Forbes acknowledged
receipt of a letter from the village of
Homer stating that the village feels the
Wall Street bridge should be replaced,
not the Pine Street bridge.
The board approved the Town Highway
Superintendent’s designation of seasonal roads that will not be plowed or
maintained from December 1, 2016
to April 1, 2014. (See accompanying
article for full details)

105 YEARS
ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

607/753-0812

CLEANERS
“We’re as close as your phone”

Continuing to offer FREE pick-up and delivery in Homer
RT. 281 at SUMMIT STREET
CORTLAND, NY 13045

JOHN FINN

B

Building
Committee
to Present
The Village Building Committee,
chaired by Trustee Eugene Smith,
will hold a public meeting on
December 1 at 7:00 p.m. in the
Homer Fire Station.
It is expected that the committee
will present an update on their progress to date on the subject of the
Village Offices.
The original committee was formed
to review options and recommend a
solution for the cramped quarters in
the current village office building. It
was reorganized after the last village elections in March, with trustee
Patrick Clune appointed to the committee. Clune has briefed the Village
Board in recent months on highlights
of what the committee has been
doing. Trustee Ed Finkbeiner, at the
November board meeting, pressed
for a public meeting to present what
progress the committee has made.
The meeting is planned for the
equipment room on the main floor
of the Fire Station and is handicap
accessible.

Town of Homer
Lists Seasonal
Roads
Town of Homer Highway
Superintendent John R. Phelps has
designated certain Town highways and
portions of Town highways as seasonal
limited use highways. Snow and ice
removal and maintenance on those
Town highways and portions thereof
is temporarily discontinued from
December 1st, 2016, to April 1st, 2017
as follows:
Foster Road -.50 miles; Burhans
Road - .50 miles; Wolf Road - .25
miles; Grange Road - .75 mile from
Rice Road to Brake Hill Road; Brake
Hill Road - .50 miles; Rice Road
- .50 miles; Carroway Hill Rd - .25
miles; McDonald Road - .25 miles;
Sessions Hill Rd. -2.5 miles; Vern
King Road - entire length; Maxson
Road - 1.70 miles from Sessions Hill;
Forbes Road - .87 miles; Chapman
Road - .75 miles; Searls Road - .50
miles; Dillon Road - .25 miles.

Own a Replica of Cortland’s History
18” X 36”

These iconic signs from Cortland’s past were seen on barns throughout the Central New York
area. The Homeville Museum has reproduced them in 3 different sizes. Suitable for your den,
family room, man cave, foyer, or on your barn.

12” x 20” - $75
18” x 36” - $100
12” X 20”

available in the
Museum Gift Shop

not shown

3’ x 6’ - $200
available by special
order only

all prices
plus sales tax

email: Homeville@CNYLivingHistory.org
phone: 315.720.3624
Museum Gift Shop: 4368 US Rt. 11, Cortland, NY
Open Tues-Sat; 10 am - 5 pm
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What is YOUR Home Worth Today?
Call us
at
4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045
www.hagerealestate.com

Village Planning
Board OK's 2
Projects
The Village of Homer Planning Board
held a special meeting on Monday,
November 7 in the community building to discuss the application of Family
Health Network for site plan review.
The plan is for an administration office
building on the west side of Route
281 across from Copeland Avenue. A
special meeting was held because the
board did not have complete site plan
drawings to review when they met in
October to discuss this project.
The Cortland County Soil and Water
Conservation District reviewed the site
plan as it related to storm water runoff
and water quality and noted that the
design appeared to meet all New York
State regulations and appeared fully
capable of managing on-site runoff from
development.
The Homer planning board approved
the site plan contingent upon several
recommendations from the Cortland
County planning board. Among their
contingencies are that the applicant
submit a lighting plan showing at all
lighting will be directed in a downward manner as not to infringe on the
neighboring properties. Also, any future
proposed signage must be submitted to
the village with dimensions and details
of the proposed sign.
On Monday, November 14 the Village of
Homer planning board held a regularly
scheduled meeting to review the site
plan for property on 45 North Fulton St.
Seena Kumar is proposing to use the
existing structures for office and warehouse space. Her business, Endure
Industries, Inc., will be supplying an
assortment of medical products and
devices currently offered on the market.

607.753.6766
for a FREE Market Analysis!

Team Hage ~ Sold on Cortland County!

Driver Refresher Class
December 6 - 7
A six-hour driver refresher course
geared for drivers aged 50 and older,
but open to drivers of any age, is
being offered over two afternoons on
Tuesday, December 6 from 1:30 4:30 PM and Wednesday, December
7 from 1:30 – 4:30 PM at the McGraw
Senior Center located at the McGraw
Community Hall on Clinton Street in
McGraw.
This course is approved by the N.Y.S.
Department of Motor Vehicles for
points and insurance reduction.
Preregistration is required by calling the Cortland County Health
Department at 758-5509. Class may
be rescheduled due to lack of registrations, and walk-ins might be turned
away.
This class is sponsored by AARP, the
Cortland County Health Department, the
Cortland County Area Agency on Aging,
and the Cortland County Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP).

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

Most are disposable medical products
sourced domestically and abroad and
distributed to health care providers in
upstate New York and beyond. The
normal business hours will be Monday
through Friday 8 AM to 5 PM, with likely
one or two truck deliveries a week and
outgoing deliveries distributed by minivan to healthcare providers.
After reviewing the information, the
board approved the site plan as submitted.

Blood Drive
Saturday Nov. 19
in Homer
The Homer Community Blood Drive
will be held Saturday, November 19th,
from 8am to 1:00pm, at the Homer 1st
United Methodist Church, 16 Cayuga
Street(on the Green). A Double Red
Cell Collection unit will be available at
this drive for type A-,B-,AB-, and O.
All presenting donors will be entered
to win a $50 VISA gift card to use
towards their Holiday feast. One winner each day in November.
Anyone who wishes to donate should
call and make an appointment at
1-800-RED-CROSS or go to: www.
redcrossblood.org
Folks with appointments are given
first priority, but walk-ins are welcome.

Homer Football
Season Ends in
Carrier Dome
The Homer High School football team
finished out its season with a loss to
Cazenovia for the section 3 class B
football championship. Homer went into
the game with an 8-1 record and seven
consecutive wins. Cazenovia also 8-1,
had six consecutive wins. Homer was
not able to defeat Cazenovia for the
championship, congratulations should
be given to coach Podsiedlik and his
staff and all the members of the Homer
football team for a very successful
season. The team played well together
all season and were very supportive of
each other throughout the year. They
truly showed good sportsmanship.

Leaf Pickup
to Continue
Due to the late “falling of the leaves”, the
Village will continue to
pick up leaves at the
curb until snow removal
starts.

EVENTS
CALENDAR
December 10 - Saturday
CHRISTMAS
COOKIE
CAFE Sat. , 9:30 am- 12 noon. Columbian
Presbyterian Church, corner of routes
11 & 20, LaFayette. Info.: 677-3293
Create custom cookie trays from
dozens of home-made varieties.
Bring your own tray or purchase one.
Cookies are still only $8/lb !! , www.
ColumbianPresbyterianChurch.com
December 10 - Saturday
Habitat for Humanity of Cortland
Tompkins Counties Cookie Walk 10
to 2 at Center Ithaca on the Ithaca
Commons. Over 100 varieties to choose
from. For Pre-Orders call 749-4329.
Same day events on the Commons:
Chowder Fest and Ice Sculptures
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices we
suggest you purchase a display ad. Please
keep in mind our publishing schedule and
deadlines: November 22, 2016 for the
December 1, 2016 issue.

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
Now at Our
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
NEW Location
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
27 N. Main St.
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
Homer, NY
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO

 WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KUHQ+H\HU37'37)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<ZZZKH\HUSWFRP

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of The Homer News will be
Dec. 1, 2016. DEADLINE: for ads and news
is November 22, 2016
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“Your Local Real Estate Connection”

of Central New York

607.428.0708
7 James Street
Homer, New York 13077
www.hometoheritage.com

Homer History
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

The Siege of Stimson’s Tavern
One of the early settlers in the Town
of Homer in the 1790s was Major Enos
Stimson. Stimson came from Monson,
Massachusetts, and settled on property that now comprises 90 South Main
Street in the Village. Here he built a
small house, and being near the road
that connected Albany and Buffalo (now
Albany Street), he hung out a sign and
opened up a tavern. The following
spring, in order to avoid the scourge of
small-pox in the area, his wife and children were sent away. They spent some
time at the home of Aaron Knapp and
were vaccinated there.
According to H. P. Smith’s History
of Cortland County (1885), it was during this absence of his family in 1800
that Stimson had a most trying experience. It seems that twelve members
of the Onondaga Nation to the north
patronized Stimson’s inn one evening.
Drinking freely of the libation at hand,
they became inebriated, and Stimson
refused to serve them anymore. They
became quarrelsome and belligerent
and were asked to depart. They would
not cooperate, and Stimson felt threatened. For his own safety, he scurried up
a ladder to the second floor and pulled
the ladder up behind him.
Thinking they had the innkeeper
trapped above, a bacchanalian revel
ensued. The giddy patrons proceeded
to empty the tavern of every jug of
whisky they could find. Once the jugs
were depleted, they started to scrounge
up every bottle in the place. One patron
found a bottle labeled “picra,” from
which he took a big swig before he
passed it to his comrade. The two
emptied the bottle without knowing it
contained a popular laxative of the day.
According to H. P. Smith, “The effect
was pitiful and at the same time decidedly comical.” From his place of both
entrapment and safety, Stimson must
have witnessed the party below with
mixed feelings.
The two sickened men became convinced they were dying of poison, which
could have been a distinct possibility,
and others tried to tend to them. At this
time, one of the party headed hurriedly
out the inn door. In his drunken state,
he leaped over what he thought was a
stone fence only to find himself at the
bottom of a well. The image that historian Smith provides us of the scene
that followed is priceless: “This method
of diluting the spirits he had swallowed
did not please the old warrior, and he
yelled and cursed with all the ardor and
variations of which the language was
capable; but there was too much of
similar amusement going on in-doors to
make it possible for his companions to
hear him for some time.”
Eventually his companions used
blankets they found to draw him out
of the well -- a wetter but wiser warrior to be sure. At dawn, with the stock
of Stimson’s libations and medicines

Do you have what it takes to bring

The Homer News

gone, the unruly patrons slowly came to
their senses and departed in the direction of Syracuse. With the coast clear,
the besieged owner of Stimson’s Tavern
was able to descend and assess the
damages. It was a story he would share
with his family when they returned and
with friends of the wilderness community that would become Homer Village.
Before the Village was ever incorporated, the tavern was later moved across
the street and became part of the front
portion of the home at 87 South Main
Street. When you stroll or drive by
next time, give it a glance and recall
the night when Stimson’s Tavern was
under siege – but on the other side of
the road.

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.

to the next level of success?

During the past 6 years The Homer News has
earned a reputation for bringing good news to the
Town and village of Homer and for keeping the
population informed on what's happening locally.
Now it is time for some "new blood" to build on
the successes of the past and carry the newspaper forward. There is tremendous potential for
an energetic individual (or individuals) to achieve
financial success while providing an important
service to the Town and Village of Homer.
A modest cash investment is required. A desire
to work with the public and a pleasant personality
are also important. We will work with you to make
the transition to owner/publisher.
For more information, write to: Editor, P.O. Box
125, Homer, NY 13077 or
e-mail: editor@thehomernews.com

A gift subscription to The Homer News
will help keep your out-of-town friends
and relatives informed. $36/year for
1st Class Mail. Call 749-2613
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
I Really Like the Garbage Man
I was at a coffee shop early the other
morning, drinking tea and working on a
writing project, when the garbage truck
pulled up. A small boy was sitting having a
morning bagel with his dad. At the sight of
the truck he said, “Dad, Dad’s it the garbage
man,” in a voice that could only imply the
garbage man was the coolest human being
on earth.
Delighting in garbage collectors is pretty
universal among kids, I think. You only
have to look at pictures online to see how
many kids wait eagerly for the garbage to be
picked up every week. MSN had a photo of
Holden, Heaton, and Wilder Reich greeting
Mr. Rob and Mr. Chad, their garbage collectors. YouTube has a video of Deacon Ross
and his friend, garbage collector Odee. Even
when I was a kid, my favorite poem was:
I really like the garbage man.
He empties out our garbage can.
My mother doesn’t like his smell,
But she don’t know him very well.
Ignoring the bad grammar, the poem still
has a lot to say.
Maybe it’s the big trucks, or the fact that
kids understand the value of garbage more
than adults do. After all, how many times
have we seen them find the box a toy came
in as exciting as the toy itself? Or maybe
kids know that all jobs are important; all
people are of value; everything matters people, animals, plants, the earth.
I’m not into schmaltz, but it is almost
Thanksgiving and even a curmudgeon
librarian can think of a few things to be
thankful for: roofs that aren’t leaking and
the wonderful, kind people that fixed them;
bathrooms that are clean and the wonderful, hardworking people that keep them
that way; library staff that smile when you
come through the door and put up with
me, when I’m not smiling; teen volunteers
that help with programs and technology
and everything in between; volunteers that
faithfully reshelve books; children and teens
that come to programs here and keep us
all on our toes; and books that depress me
when they are over because I want those
characters to walk through my door and be
my friend.
So come on in to the library. We might
not have big fun trucks like the garbage
man, but we have a place for everyone
here, with books and movies, programs and
even the occasional quiet corner. Happy
Thanksgiving.

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler Story Time restarts Wednesday
morning Sept. 14th. Story time is at 10:30
am. Join Miss Madelyn for these upcoming
programs:
Nov. 23rd – No Program
Nov. 30th – Birthday Celebrations
Dec. 7th – No Program

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade story
and activity time will restart on Wednesday,
Sept. 14th. The program begins at 3:20 pm.
This is a fun program with stories, crafts,
games, and songs. There are no programs
on snow days or school holidays. Upcoming
themes are:
Nov. 23rd – No Program
Nov. 30th – Ninja Day
Dec. 7th – Scandinavian Christmas

4th and 5th Grade Writing Club
The 4th and 5th grade writing club meets the
3 Mondays of each month from 4 – 5 pm.
The club will meet next on Monday, Nov.
rd

Hospice’s Light of My Life
Remembers Loved Ones

21st. Interested 4th and 5th graders can still
join the group. If you enjoy stories, come
create your own.

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children
Our TEchExplorers program, includes
a robotics component using Cubelets for
K- 5th graders and an electronics invention
component using Little Bits for 3rd through
6th graders. These programs are funded by
a generous donation from a community
member. The next Little Bits program will
be Tuesday, Nov. 22nd at 6:30 pm. Space is
limited to 8 children. Sign up starts a week
ahead of time.

Jr. High Writing Group
The Jr. High Writing group meets the 1st
and 4th Mondays of each month from 4 – 5
pm. Their next meetings are Monday, Nov.
28th and Monday, Dec. 5th. Interested 6th
through 8th graders can still join the group.
Members discuss aspects of fiction writing,
including character development, dialogue,
and plotting. Stories can be in any genre
from fantasy to mystery and beyond.

LEGO Club
Lego Club will meet Monday, November
28th from 4-5 pm. This month K-5th grade
will meet together.

Demo Night at the Wonder and
Discovery Center
Demo Night at the Wonder and Discovery
Center will be Tuesday Nov. 29th at 6:30
pm. We’ll be making holiday decorations
including snowflakes and stars. Demo night
is open to everyone. Children under 12
should be accompanied by an adult. Please
pre-register starting on Nov. 22nd.

Writers’ Group
The library’s Adult Writers group meets
the first Thursday evening of each month
and is open to serious writers of all levels.
The next meeting is Thursday, Dec. 1st.
Writing time is from 6 until 6:30 pm. The
group meets for discussion starting at 6:30
pm. This year, we are focusing our discussion on the book diy MFA by Gabriela
Pereira. We’ll be discussing chapters 4-6.
The Writers’ Group is open to writers, teens
through adults.

Minecraft
Love to play Minecraft? Those in 5th to 7th
grades will meet to play Minecraft on the
first Friday of the month, Dec. 2nd. Space
is limited to ten. Pre-registration is required
and starts on Nov. 25th.

Holiday Showcase
Kick off the Holiday Season with a
Saturday at the library. On Saturday, Dec.
3rd from 10:30 am until 12:30 pm, local
businesses will be offering samples and a
chance to place orders for the holidays and
the SUNY Cortland Epsilon Chi chapter of
Kappa Delta Pi will provide their Books and
Bears program for children pre-K through
age 12. There will also be a basket with
items from local businesses to raffle off
with proceeds to benefit the library. Raffle
tickets can be purchased the week prior to
the event or at the event.
The Books and Bears program was created by SUNY Cortland students and members of the honor society to promote literacy
skills in children. The program will include
hands-on activities revolving around children’s literature and informational books
about bears. Each child who participates

The Hospice Foundation of Cortland
County’s annual Light of My Life event
will be held on Friday Dec. 2, 2016 at
6:30 on the Homer Green. This year’s
festivities will include the illumination
of the Light of My Life Tree and displays, as well as the boards with the
names of those remembered. The
night will also include holiday music
by the Homer School District’s Soul
Singers and instrumental selections by
students from the music department.
Hot chocolate and cookies are available for all to enjoy. The evening will
conclude with the arrival of Santa.
To purchase one of these symbolic
lights--- or multiple lights--- for the

Light of My Life Tree, the cost is $5.00
a light.
The names of your loved
one (s) will then be posted on the
Hospice boards near the tree. Forms
may be obtained from the Hospice
office on Kennedy Pky, Sheridan’s
Jewelers, Indulge Bakery in Cortland
or at Origins and Sinfully Sweet Café
in Homer.
This event gives the residents of
Cortland County the opportunity to
remember and honor loved ones during
the holiday season. Through the generosity of individuals and organizations
in the area the Hospice Foundation is
able to support the work of Hospicare
and Palliative Care in our county.

Bring Us Your Car, Van, or Truck
1<6,QVSHFWLRQ
2LO&KDQJH )LOWHU
%UDNHV 6XVSHQVLRQ
&RPSXWHU'LDJQRVWLFV
7LUHVPRXQWEDODQFHURWDWH
$OLJQPHQWXSWRµZKHHOEDVH

Rt. 13 North at Lorings Crossing
will receive a book and a stuffed animal
to take home.
While the kids are having fun, adults
can browse local business displays for
samples, items for sale, or information on
ordering for the holidays. Sinfully Sweet
and Usborne Books are just two of the participating businesses. We hope to see you
at the library on Dec. 3rd for a great chance
to shop locally all in one place, promote
literacy, have fun, and support the library,
all at the same time!

Intergenerational Book
Discussion
The Intergenerational Book discussion in
December will meet on Thursday, Dec. 8th
at 6:00 pm. The group will be discussing
Theodosia and the Serpents of Chaos by
Robin LaFevers. The discussion is open to
anyone, 6th grade through adults. The first
six children to register for the discussion
will receive a free copy of the book. Please
remember that by signing up and receiving
the free book, you are committing to attend
the discussion.

Teen Film Club
If you are between 6th and 12th grade
and love to make movies, consider joining
the Teen Film Club. Members acting as
screenwriters, actors, directors and editors.
The Teen Film club meets Tuesdays from
3:30 to 5 pm.

Teen Writers’ Group
The writers’ group is made up of 9th
through 12th graders. Teens work on all

Automotive, Inc.

607/753-1714

elements of fiction writing, including plotting, character development, dialogue and
story arc. Thoughtful critique of each other’s work is offered. The writing group also
involves a book discussion where members
analyze the writing craft in favorite novels.
Teen writers meet on Thursdays from 3:30
to 5 pm.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading ebooks
and audiobooks to your Nook, Kindle, or
iPad? Want to try checking out an emagazine from Zinio, now available on our
website? Let our Teen Tech Volunteers help
you. During the school year, they are available Mondays from 3-5 pm to help you with
your technology needs.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting will
be Nov. 21st at 7 pm in the Wonder and
Discovery Center. Meetings are open to the
public.

For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

John Hartsock (left) reads the Homer News with Tsar Peter the Great and
Tsarina Katerina in front of the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg, Russia.
Hartsock was in St. Petersburg recently to lecture at St. Petersburg State
University, Russia’s oldest university. Of Homer, Tsar Peter the Great said,
“Maybe I buy dacha there. Maybe I buy whole village.

Is your bank changing?
Change to
Tompkins Trust Company.
WE MAKE IT EASY TO SWITCH.

Is your bank changing? Perhaps it’s time for a different bank. | Tompkins Trust Company has been in the area for over 180 years. | Our
people - from our tellers to our president - live right here. And our loans go to families and businesses serving this community. Our deep
roots in Central New York make us all the more committed to giving you our absolute best:
Exceptional service. Convenient accounts and technology. And minimal changes.

So if your bank is changing - or even if it’s not - we invite you to experience a community bank with
local commitment and stability: Tompkins Trust Company.

TompkinsTrust.com
36 Main Street, Cortland l 607-662-0376

Member FDIC
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Veterans Speak to 3rd & 4th Graders
Last Thursday, Diana Moreland,
Children and Youth Chairperson for the
Homer Legion Auxiliary, asked three
veterans to go and speak to the children
in the Intermediate school's 3rd and 4th
grades. Mrs. Kate Fulton was the coordinator for the school and together they
set up the visits.
The Veterans attending were Mike
McDermott, Richie Price and Norm
Stizel.
Together they spoke to 8 classes.
The children were very well behaved
and asked very good questions. The
Veterans were also pleased with how
it went and are looking forward to next
year.

Looking for a Christmas Gift?
The Cortland Breakfast Rotary Club has 2017 calendars featuring beautiful color
photos of Waterfalls of the Finger Lakes for sale.

Get yours now! Call Jim Hopkins at 607-591-1480 to order @ $12.00 each.
He will make arrangements for you to pick them up in downtown Homer.
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Train Day at the Museum

Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

Marilyn DeLorenzo and Jane Snell recently traveled to France. They are
pictured, along with the Homer News, at the Normandy American Cemetery in
Colleville-sur-Mer, Normandy, France.

Brothers Jacob, (top photo) and Ryan, (bottom photo) enjoyed Train Day at the
Homeville Museum. Jacob says he has a train set at home, but it's a steam
engine, not like the diesel engine in the display

Homeville Museum Lists
November Programs

Snowmobiles at the Museum

Saturday, November 19 at 1:00 pm – Homeville Presents: Ted Palmer with
“History of the New York State Police”. Ted has spent untold hours digitizing
historical pictures dating back to the founding of the State Police in 1917 through
the present. Come see a picture-packed presentation of the State Police from
mounted patrols and their signature, “Rough Riders” team through evolving transportation and investigation methods

Saturday, November 5 saw the third time that a vintage snowmobile show and swap meet has been held at the CNY Living History
Center/ Homeville Museum. Among the sleds on display was a
1970 Posse Pantout sled, pictured above. There were numerous
snowmobiles and parts for sale as well as those just on display.
Participants came from all around central New York and northern
Pennsylvania. Judging by the response this year, it’s quite likely that
the show will be held here again next fall.

Friday, November 25 at 2:00 pm – take a
break from Black Friday shopping and visit
the CNY Living History Center. Besides
interesting displays for all ages, we’ll be
showing the movie “The Polar Express.”
Follow “Homeville Museum” and “CNY Living
History Center” on Facebook for updates
and visit the Homeville website for more
information.
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THE HOMER NEWS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Publication Schedule

Tell Our Advertisers

you saw their ad

in

The Homer News

THEME: TOURISTS’ EUROPE

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
HANDYMAN SERVICES

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Shane's
Handyman
ServiceLawn Mowing, Fall Cleanups,
Interior-Exterior Painting/Staining,
Pressure Washing Houses/Decks,
Junk Removal, Trimming Shrulbs,
Gutter Cleaning, Driveway Sealing,
Cleanouts,
Landscaping,
Much
More. Free Estimates, Fully Insured,
Reasonable Rates. 607-299-4676

ONE and TWO BEDROOM apartment
available in village of Homer. No pets,
no smoking. Available September 1st.
$625 for one bedroom plus utilities,
$750 for two bedroom plus utilities.
Please call 749-7808. Security and first
month's rent due at move in.

ONE BEDROOM apartment in Homer
Village. Available Nov. 15. Very clean,
11b16p
includes laundry/mudroom, porch,
deck, off-street parking. NO smoking,
WANTED TO BUY
NO pets. First month and security. $700
WE BUY good estate jewelry, recycla- plus. 814-381-1660
11b16
ble gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
Your Classified Ad
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
Could Be Here!!
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

ACROSS
1. French abbots
6. Bag to Coco Chanel
9. Pulpit predecessor
13. Butterfly, pre-metamorphosis
14. Plays for pay
15. It died February 3, 1959
16. Wrinkles easily
17. Slippery when cold
18. Undo
19. *Home to Piccadilly Circus
21. *Home to Charles Bridge and
Kafka’s grave
23. Scot’s woolen cap
24. Chinese monetary unit
25. Choose
28. Psychedelic lamp
30. Unhealthy vapors
34. Be sick
36. *Mister from Munich
38. Bar, legally
40. Like word of mouth
41. Software extension
43. Confederate soldier’s hat
44. Comforter stuffing
46. Magazine contents
47. Perceives with an eye
48. Masculine and feminine
50. Same as eon
52. Swedish shag rug
53. Related
55. Pester
57. *Where to see The Book of Kells
60. *Home to Tiergarten
63. Yankee’s relationship to Red Sox
64. Goose egg
66. Pneumonic lung rattling, pl.
68. Each and all
69. E in BCE
70. Bay window
71. Madam, to a cowboy
72. Yankee’s foe
73. *Eventual tourist feeling?
DOWN
1. 100%
2. Get-out-of-jail money
3. *Home to Freedom Square
4. *Tour de France, e.g.
5. Warm weather shoe
6. “Wheel of Fortune” choice
7. *____ De Triomphe
8. a.k.a. nutria
9. *Salz____ or St. Peters____
10. Biblical twin
11. ____ en scene
12. Expert
15. Unkind person
20. Nebraska’s largest city

Solution to
November 3
Puzzle

22. Truck brand
24. Railyard worker
25. Symphony member
26. *Home to Notre Dame
27. Port city business
29. Sacred Hindu writings
31. Requests
32. Be at the helm
33. Languishing
35. Show the guns?
37. *Home to Trevi Fountain
39. *Home to the Leaning Tower
42. Not a soul
45. In fact
49. *Sporty tourists do it in the Alps
51. *Like a Norwegian fjord
54. Private
56. Unfriendly glance
57. Prima donna
58. Iris holder
59. Yeasty foam
60. Spill the beans
61. Pelvic parts
62. ____-do-well
63. “Losing My Religion” band
65. Boiling blood
67. Like a fox
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M AY F L O W E R C A P I TA L

order your

Thanksgiving Pies

H A R R I E T P. H I G G I N S

by November 19th

Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 7 pm

5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY

11b16



Poole’s Drive In
Ed & Laurie Poole

MAYFLOWER CAPITAL LLC
72 S. Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
607-218-6020 (o)
917- 940-3867 (c)

State of New York Registered Investment Adviser

12b16

Sally Brown Kurtz

kk

Bean

CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker

Route 13
Between East Homer and Truxton

Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753 – 1912
Food Daily
6:30am – 1:30pm

TREE SERVICE

Kyle Bean
607-745-8080

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

Friday Fish Fry
11:30 am - 8 pm

5a17
12b16

Jim Hopkins

Commercial & Residential
Tree Removal
Mini-excavation Services
Stump Removal
Trimming & Pruning
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

12b16

Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Elizabeth Brewster House

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

12c16

6c16

6c16

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net
5b17

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761
6c16

6c16

3b15

A

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

11b15

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

8b17
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Mason's Wish Fulfilled Thanks to H.F.D.
Five-year-old Mason Kirkey was diagnosed
about a year ago with a rare disease that
affects his nervous system the disease
also affects the brain, spine and heart. As a
four-year-old Mason was always being told
that he could not do many things that he
wanted to do. It seemed like he was always
being told “no”. His mother wanted to do
something special for him, since he cannot
do many things that other four and fiveyear-olds do. One of Mason’s wishes was
to be a fireman. Of course, he is too young
to be a fireman, and the progression of his
disease most certainly precludes him from
ever becoming a fireman.
Mason’s mom mentioned to a friend Mason’s
desire to be a fireman, and that friend
reached out to Homer Fire Department
Deputy Chief Rick Reddick. When Reddick
heard of Mason’s wish, he approached
several of the members of the Homer Fire
Department to see what they thought about
making Mason’s wish come true. And so it
happened that a couple of Saturdays ago
Mason and his family came to the Homer
fire station for a surprise event for Mason.

Deputy Chief Reddick greeted Mason and
presented him with a certificate declaring
Mason to be an honorary member of the
Homer Fire Department and another certificate making Mason in honorary Fire Chief
of the Homer Fire Department for the day.
But the best was yet to come. Reddick then
directed Mason to a gift wrapped locker and
told Mason to open it. When Mason opened
it what he found inside was a fireman’s
helmet, (signed by all the members of the
department), a pair of boots, and a long
black fire jacket with his name embroidered
on the back. Essentially, Mason had full
turnout gear for a fireman. There were also
some toy trucks in the locker, but Mason
was really interested in his new fire gear.
After a snack of pizza and a round of
photos with members of the Homer Fire
Department, Mason went for a ride on
Homer’s aerial ladder truck. It was a great
day for a little five-year-old boy, thanks to
the members of the Homer Fire Department
who helped him have his wish fulfilled.

Above, Mason Kirkey tries on his new turnout gear as his brother looks
on.
Left top, front, firefighter Mike Balthazor, Deputy Chief Rick Reddick,
Mson, Chief Robert Johnson, Lt. Matt Duda. back row, Lt. Dan Hoffmann,
Mason's Mom & Brother, firefighter Nate Borst, Lt. Cody Johnson.
Left, bottom, Mason's Mom and brother look on as Deputy Chief rick
Reddick and Chief Robert Johnson admire Mason's new turnout gear.

Nov 25 - Dec 17
HILL of BEAN’S Open weekends
Hours Open: 10am - 4 pm

CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

Tax & Tree Baling Included
Pre-Cut Trees - specially marked
Choose & Cut = $40
Warming Barn with Hot Cocoa & Cookies
New H.O.B. Tree Tunnel
Traditional Wreathes Available in Barn

Closest Tree Farm to Cortland & Homer Area
Everyday we have special events! Check us out on Facebook!

It’s not just where you get
your Christmas Tree,
it’s an adventure!

Call us at (607) 345-4199
Like us on FACEBOOK!
Check out our website at:
hillofbeanstreefarm.com

4 Miles North of Cortland on Rt.13-turn left on Searles Rd-follow the signs!

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com
Hours:
The Premier Name in Real Estate Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
185 Clinton Avenue, Cortland, NY 13045
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call
For An Appointment!
(607) 753-9644

Don’t let your for sale sign hibernate!
In many price ranges it’s still a very good time to list!
Many owners make the mistake of not listing in the fall market
when it actually might be your best market to sell. Not as much
competition may mean a quicker sale for you.
Don’t wait for your competitors to list. Call a Yaman agent today!

From: The Homer News
P.O. Box 125
Homer, NY 13077
Copyright © 2016

Deliver to:
LOCAL BOXHOLDER

PRSRT STD
US POSTAGE PAID
HOMER NY
PERMIT No. 82

Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

Four Generations in Lancaster, PA took. The Homer News on vacation!
Submitted by Kori Buhr

