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Christmas Tree Lighting and
Santa on the Green
Rescheduled to Dec. 2

The annual Christmas on the Green has been rescheduled to December
2nd at 6:30 P.M. Please come on down and say "hi" to Santa Claus.
Refreshments will be available courtesy Linani’s catering service. We look
forward to seeing you all there.

FREE
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Around Town
Informational Meeting
on Village Office
Location Options Set
for December 1

The Voice of the Town

The Homer News
Published for Homer Residents

The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

The Village of Homer Building
Committee will conduct an Informational
Meeting on Thursday, December 1,
2016 at 7:00 pm at the Homer Fire
Department located at 45 South Main
Street, Homer, New York, for the purpose of discussing the future location of
the Village Office.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to
all Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com

It is expected that information will
be presented on the financial aspects
of two locations under discussion by
the committee; the former freight depot
on James Street (above left) and the
Homer Town Hall, (lower left).
The meeting will be on the main floor of
the fire station, in the truck bays.

Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!
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Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613

Contributors:

Our Readers Write

Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman, Kathy
Beardsley

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Phillips Free Library, Homer
Men’s and Boys, Olde Homer House, Bev's,
Edgewood Bakery, Lucky Kitchen, Key Bank, Homer
Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super Cream, Origins,
Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl Space, Dandy
Mart, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive In, Trinity
Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's Cleaners,
Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center, Steve &
Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Homer Village Office,
Antiques on James.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

ADVERTISING
To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

Village Office Info
Meeting Dec. 1
To Residents of the Village of
Homer:
Thursday evening, December 1, at
7 p.m. at the Village Fire Station,
is a public meeting on the results
of the study the Village building
committee has done on possible
Village office sites, other than the
Town Hall.
I’m sure the committee has done
due diligence in their search. The
sites are available and have adequate space, but to me, none of
these sites can deliver the benefits
of having the Town and Village
offices under one roof. Yes, there
will be shared costs: heat, maintenance, storage, but those other
available spaces the committee has
explored would produce more taxes
for the community if a business
were to open in each of them - or
even a few.
The Town continues to be welcoming and is open to rearrangement of
space to accommodate each entity.
There is still unused space in the
Town Hall. Opportunities for sharing exist.
I hope many will make an effort to
attend. The final vote is expected
at the December 6 Village Board
meeting.
Mary Alice Bellardini

Lunch Bucket Campaign Supports Local Food Pantry.
The

Lunch Bucket Campaign
Against Hunger seeks to meet the
need for food and hygiene supplies at the Homer Methodist Food
Pantry. Tiny Hughes, director of the
food pantry, deeply appreciates the
donations from The Lunch Bucket
Campaign that allows her replenish special food and supplies that
are not often donated to the food
pantry. With the holidays coming
families feel a greater need for
food. Volunteers with the Lunch
Bucket Campaign recently placed
about 25 lunch buckets and tin containers at local Homer stores and
businesses. The container s are
positioned on checkout counters
and shelves so people can make
donation to this helpful organization
that serves anyone in need of food
in the Homer School System. With
the help of local store and shop
owners and their customers the
campaign raises about $45O for
each campaign. We have a spring
and a fall campaign each lasting
a little over three weeks. All the
money given goes to The Methodist
Food Pantry. We started out with
old fashion big black lunch buckets
that many of our parents brought

to work. Over time we added
smaller, more colorful tin lunch
buckets children brought to school
to carry their lunches.
These
buckets and some small tins take
up less space on the counters and
attract attention of the shoppers.
Each bucket has a slot where
donations of coins and dollars can
be placed.
As shoppers are
using the local small businesses
they can take time to give to the
Food Pantry that serves anyone
in need of food the Homer School
District area. At this time of year
when we give thanks for our many
blessings we can give to others
that are in need of food. The
Homer Congregational Church
supports the Food Pantry through
The Lunch Bucket Campaign, and
donations of food and money.
Donations of food and money
can be made to the food pantry at the Homer Congregational
Church and the Homer Methodist
church during office hours.
Clay Benedict

NEXT ISSUE

The next issue of The Homer News will
be Dec. 15, 2016. DEADLINE: for ads and
news is December 6, 2016
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What is YOUR Home Worth Today?
Call us
at
4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland NY 13045
www.hagerealestate.com

607.753.6766
for a FREE Market Analysis!

Team Hage ~ Sold on Cortland County!

Hill of Beans Tree Farm
Marks 22 Years as Local
Christmas Tree Source

Megan Neuman
Nominated to US
Military Academy
Congressman Richard Hanna has
nominated seven students from the
22nd district to US Service Academies.
Megan Neuman, from the Homer High
Class of 2016 received a nomination to
the U.S. Military Academy.
Neuman is a student at Syracuse
University this year, participating in
Civil Air Patrol-Cadets, ROTC, the
Rifle Club and volunteers for Special
Olympics. She’s also co-founder of a
venture capital company.
Her parents are Matthew and Julie
Neuman of Homer.

Holiday Open
House at Elizabeth
Brewster House

For the past 22 years Hill of Beans Tree Farm has been the choice for
hundreds of families buying a Christmas tree, wreaths, gifts. Cut your
own tree or choose from one already freshly cut......The closest tree
farm to the Homer- Cortland areas.

Physical Therapy
Return to what matters most
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To celebrate the holiday season,
residents, staff, volunteers and the
Board of Managers of the Elizabeth
Brewster House cordially invite the
community to our Holiday Open
House on Saturday, December 14th
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
A special feature of the Open
House will be a display of gingerbread houses, one made by staff
member Bobbie Elwood, and several made by residents of Elizabeth
Brewster House.
Stop by to see the lovely Christmas
decorations at the House and enjoy
cookies, coffee, tea and hot chocolate. This event is a good one for
children also! And tours of the
House will be offered as well.
Plan to make time in this holiday
season for a visit to the Elizabeth
Brewster House on Saturday,
December 14th.
For information about the Elizabeth
Brewster House and its services
and programs you may contact
Executive Director, Michael Kilmer
or Director of Operations, Jessica
Gilbert, at 749-2442.

LWV Holiday
Social Invitation
Members, friends and those interested in the Cortland League of Women
Voters are invited to a holiday gathering.
Come join us for refreshments, drawings for holiday items, and a vote by
members for consensus on legislative
directives.
The event is on Tuesday, Dec. 6 at
the Cortland YWCA on Clinton Street.
It will be in the Osborn living room, 5
to 6:30 pm.
Bring a friend and join us for some
holiday cheer and possibly winning a
holiday item. For further information,
call 607-344-3097.

HOMER 1st UNITED METHODIST MEN

SATURDAY, DEC. 3rd 8:00-11:00am
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

with SANTA

DONATIONS APPRECIATED

~~also~~

HOMER 1st UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Welcome 8:00am-1:00pm

North Pole PANTRY

Pickles * Preserves * Pies * Pastries
* More *

EVENTS
CALENDAR
December 10 - Saturday
CHRISTMAS
COOKIE
CAFE Sat. , 9:30 am- 12 noon. Columbian
Presbyterian Church, corner of routes
11 & 20, LaFayette. Info.: 677-3293
Create custom cookie trays from
dozens of home-made varieties.
Bring your own tray or purchase one.
Cookies are still only $8/lb !! , www.
ColumbianPresbyterianChurch.com
December 10 - Saturday
Habitat for Humanity of Cortland
Tompkins Counties Cookie Walk 10
to 2 at Center Ithaca on the Ithaca
Commons. Over 100 varieties to choose
from. For Pre-Orders call 749-4329.
Same day events on the Commons:
Chowder Fest and Ice Sculptures
As space permits, The Homer News
will print a brief notice of your organization’s event at no charge in the EVENTS
CALENDAR. For more detailed notices
we suggest you purchase a display ad.
Please keep in mind our publishing schedule and deadlines: December 6, 2016 for
the December 15, 2016 issue.

Driver Refresher Class
December 6 - 7
A six-hour driver refresher course
geared for drivers aged 50 and older,
but open to drivers of any age, is
being offered over two afternoons on
Tuesday, December 6 from 1:30 4:30 PM and Wednesday, December
7 from 1:30 – 4:30 PM at the McGraw
Senior Center located at the McGraw
Community Hall on Clinton Street in
McGraw.
This course is approved by the N.Y.S.
Department of Motor Vehicles for
points and insurance reduction.
Preregistration is required by calling the Cortland County Health
Department at 758-5509. Class may
be rescheduled due to lack of registrations, and walk-ins might be turned
away.
This class is sponsored by AARP, the
Cortland County Health Department, the
Cortland County Area Agency on Aging,
and the Cortland County Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP).

4 • December 1, 2016 • The Homer News

“Your Local Real Estate Connection”

of Central New York

607.428.0708
7 James Street
Homer, New York 13077
www.hometoheritage.com

Homer History
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

Two Early School Teachers in the
Town of Homer
Joshua Ballard and Adin Webb were
contemporaries during the formative
years of Homer and Cortland. Both
started out serving the few families
residing in Homer back then by teaching their young children. Both dedicated their lives to municipal service, as
noted in H. P. Smith’s 1885 History of
Cortland County, and enjoyed unusual
longevity for their time, living well into
their eighties.
Homer was first settled in 1791 and
the Town of Homer was created in 1795.
Joshua Ballard was the first teacher in
the town of Homer. He came to Homer
in 1797 from Holland, Massachusetts,
and for one season taught one of the
first schools here. From 1802 to 1803,
he served as supervisor for the Town
of Homer and as sheriff in 1810. The
fourth “public house” or tavern was
built in 1816 by Joshua Ballard. The
structure is now a residence located
on the southeast corner of Main and
Albany Street and was once known as
a “temperance tavern” in the 1830s.
Ballard moved to Cortland in 1819, the
same year he was appointed county
clerk and assisted in the founding of
the Cortland Academy on the Green
in Homer Village. He is said to have
raised and commanded the first cavalry
company in the county. According to H.
P. Smith’s history, “Various town offices
were conferred upon him and he was
an eminently respected and useful citizen.”
The next teacher of prominence
in the Town of Homer was Adin
Webb, a native of Windham County,
Connecticut. His father, Christopher
Webb, was a hero of the Revolutionary
War who participated in the Battle of
Bennington on August 16, 1777, and
the subsequent capture of the famous
British general “Gentleman Johnny”
Burgoyne at Saratoga. In 1800, Adin
married Deborah Carter, and they traveled to New York State with his parents,
Christopher and Olive (Brown) Webb.
They settled near Cazenovia Lake.
Five years later, Adin was solicited by
friends to come to the recently settled
Town of Homer to teach in a school on
the Commons (the Green) for a term of
ten months. He ended up staying on for
much longer.
Except for one year, Adin Webb
taught seventeen successive years.
He was described as "a tall, straight,
sprightly young man, dignified in
demeanor and with a good education."
Being a capable singer he taught singing school at the same time, and being
successful in both vocations, he joined
the Congregational Church in Homer
in 1813 and directed its choir. In 1809,
he was elected to the post of Homer’s
Town Clerk and held office for twenty
years. From 1816 to 1823, he served
in the appointed post of surrogate, a

judicial officer having jurisdiction over
the probate of wills and the administration of estates.
In 1823, the Webbs moved to
Cortland, where Adin became a member of the firm of Webb & Bishop. In
1829 he was elected sheriff. In 1840 he
was again appointed surrogate, holding
the office for four years, and in 1845 he
was made town clerk for the Town of
Cortlandville, holding this office for eleven years. Upon taking up residence in
Cortland, Adin joined the Presbyterian
Church and for many years sang in its
choir. He died in 1865 and is buried in
Cortland Rural Cemetery. This tribute
was offered: “It is sufficient praise of Mr.
Webb to say that all of the public trusts
to which he was called were deserved
by him and their duties fulfilled with ability and loyalty to the public good.”
Another statement was made about
the lives of both Ballard and Webb:
"The public confidence in the intelligence, integrity and fidelity of Joshua
Ballard and Adin Webb, evidenced in
their services in these various civil stations, is a sufficient encomium upon
their memory as citizens. One reached
in age almost eighty-one, the other
eighty-five, and the pilgrimage of each
was distinguished by the even tenor of
a Christian example." Clearly, these two
men should be appreciated and remembered for their efforts when Homer and
Cortland were mere fledgling communities.

C4Arts Gallery
Opening
Reception
Dec. 2
The Gallery at The Center will host
an art opening for First Friday in
December. Several regional artist will
be sharing art that you can purchase
for yourself or as holiday gifts. Our
annual holiday art sale, "Twenty-Five",
features art priced at $25 or less that
you can take with you, including matted photos, ceramics, original prints,
fiber art and several mixed media
pieces. This is a grand opportunity to
purchase art at a fabulous price.
This show/sale will be on exhibit
from Tuesday, November 29th, 2016
through Friday December 23rd. Please
join us for an opening reception on
Friday December 2, 2016 from 5
until 8 pm. Light refreshments will be
served. The Gallery is open 10am
to 4pm, Monday through Friday, and
by appointment. You may contact the
Center by calling 607-749-4900. The
Center for the Arts is located at 72
South Main Street in Homer, New York.

Getting Back to Basics: The Lost
Art of Writing Things Down
(StatePoint) In this digital age, you may go days without using a pen and paper,
but there are many reasons to skip the devices and stick to writing things down.
From staying organized to planning your week to tracking career growth, here
are a few things to take note of when it comes to taking notes.
• Taking notes in longhand can help you retain more information, suggests a
study from Princeton and UCLA, as taking notes makes you more likely to process the information and reframe it in your own words. Not only that, your notepad is likely to contain fewer distractions than your laptop, tablet or phone.
• Look professional and stay organized at your next interview or meeting. Taking
notes will make you look engaged and interested in what is happening, and a
professional planner and/or notebook are must-have workplace accessories.
Brands like AT-A-GLANCE offer professional, yet stylish planners, matching
desk pads, notepads and wall calendars in a variety of styles and formats. Visit
MyAtAGlanceStory.com for organizational inspiration.
• Making comments in your notebook or planner helps you become the publisher
of your story, capturing your life’s moments along the way. These are tools that
help you look back on events in a tangible way.
• Rid yourself of the ever-present stress that comes with a busy life. Seeing
everything written down will give you a sense of control. You will feel confident
in knowing you have it all set, and keeping a record of your tasks in one location
gives you an easy, organized way to get a grasp on your days.
• Using a planner to track your schedule can actually help you find missing time.
You will have a better grasp on what is coming up and may even see a break
that leaves you time to schedule dinner with a friend, try that new recipe you’ve
been craving, or time to search for that special birthday present you need for the
party this weekend.
• Increase productivity by maximizing the 24 hours that you have. Seeing everything on paper will help you plan and prioritize. Having “scheduled downtime”
can help you to know when to go full steam ahead and when to take a break
and unwind for a bit.
• Tracking in one place can also help prevent committing to things you can’t do.
Wall calendars for the house are a great tracking tool for multiple schedules,
helping day-to-day tasks run smoothly.
• Whether you’re planning a wedding or a work conference, a planner is among
the most important assets you can use to aid your efforts, helping you keep
track of all the details, large and small.
Find a favorite pen and a favorite planner, and get back to basics. It may have
been a little while since you relied on paper, but you may find that writing things
down helps you keep better track of all of life’s little details and makes you the
publisher of your own story.
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News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas

Winter Visitors
When I was a kid, my mother would
always announce at the first snowfall
that winter was her favorite season.
About the time the daffodils bloomed,
she’d be saying spring was her favorite
season. When hay was mowed for the
first time, her pronouncement would
be that summer was her favorite. And
of course, when the leaves began to
turn she’d wax on about how beautiful
fall was. Truly it was her favorite. We
always teased that my mother only had
four favorite seasons.
I’ve pretty much got the same problem as my mother. But I do really like
winter. I’ve said it before, but it’s worth
repeating - I love snow. Maybe there’s
still that part of me that thinks I’ll get
a snow day if enough of it falls. But
really, I love watching it come down.
It doesn’t matter if it’s big flakes that
float lazily to the ground, or small ones
that are blown sideways. They can come
down hard, or sizzle when they hit the
powerline, or catch on my lashes, coat
the dogs, cover the ground. I like them
all.
I like clean fluff covering the ground. I
like it when it’s new and untouched. And
I like tracks in the snow. Seeing the stories they tell. Like here’s a fox’s tracks
and it’s dragging something home. Must
be dinner. Or here’s the tracks of birds at
the bird feeder. Or the tracks of the cat
jumping through the snow trying not to
get his feet too wet. Silly cat.
Bruce occasionally gets up early to go
milk for the neighbors. And one winter
morning, I got up a couple hours after
he’d left the house and discovered there
were tracks in the snow. They’d come
up and looked in the dining room and
then went around the front of the house.
Having footprints come up to your window and walk around your house, isn’t
the most comforting thing. But it was
daylight be then, so with a little trepidation, I went out to investigate. And lo
and behold, they were the hoof prints
of a cow.
It had apparently moseyed around
the house peaking in several of our
windows. It’s nice really, if someone is
going to walk around your house in the
snow for it to be a cow, a peeping cow.
So, here’s to winter and our first snow
fall. Let’s go for walks checking tracks
in the snow. Let’s roll in the snow, play
with dogs in the snow, go snow shoeing
in the moonlight. Let’s sit in front of
fires with a good book and a cup of tea.
Or even watch holiday movies, where
the snow is on the screen and we are
bundled up nice in front of it. Or come
to the library for our Holiday Showcase
on Saturday, Dec. 3rd. There’ll be programs for children and local vendors
offering some holiday shopping.
And here’s hoping that it’s cows who
come to visit on winter nights. Although
foxes and owls are welcome, too.

What’s New at the Library?
Toddler Story Time
Toddler Story Time restarts
Wednesday morning Sept. 14th. Story

time is at 10:30 am. Join Miss Madelyn

Santa Visits CRT Downtown
This Weekend!

for these upcoming programs:
Dec. 7th – No Program
Dec. 14th – Yoga
Dec. 21st – Winter
Dec. 28th – No Program

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade
story and activity time will restart on
Wednesday, Sept. 14th. The program
begins at 3:20 pm. This is a fun program with stories, crafts, games, and
songs. There are no programs on snow
days or school holidays. Upcoming
themes are:
Dec. 7th – Scandinavian Christmas
Dec. 14th – Yoga
Dec. 21st – Winter
Dec. 28th – No program

Minecraft
Love to play Minecraft? Those in 5th
to 7th grades will meet to play Minecraft
on the first Friday of the month, Dec.
2nd from 3:30 pm until 5 pm. Space
is limited to ten. Pre-registration is
required and starts on Nov. 25th.
Second through 4th graders will meet
to play Minecraft on Friday, Dec. 16th
at 3:30 pm – 5 pm. Pre-registration is
required and starts on Dec. 9th. Space is
limited to ten.

Holiday Showcase
Kick off the Holiday Season with a
Saturday at the library. On Saturday,
Dec. 3rd from 10:30 am until 12:30
pm, local businesses will be offering
samples and a chance to place orders
for the holidays and the SUNY Cortland
Epsilon Chi chapter of Kappa Delta
Pi will provide their Books and Bears
program for children pre-K through
age 12. There will also be a basket with
items from local businesses to raffle
off with proceeds to benefit the library.
Raffle tickets can be purchased the
week prior to the event or at the event.
The Books and Bears program was
created by SUNY Cortland students
and members of the honor society to
promote literacy skills in children. The
program will include hands-on activities
revolving around children’s literature
and informational books about bears.
Each child who participates will receive
a book and a stuffed animal to take
home.
While the kids are having fun, adults
can browse local business displays for
samples, items for sale, or information
on ordering for the holidays. Sinfully
Sweet, Usborne Books, Badman’s
Bushel Basket, local writers and
crafters will be here. We hope to see
you at the library on Dec. 3rd for a great
chance to shop locally all in one place,
promote literacy, have fun, and support
the library, all at the same time!

Jr. High Writing Group
The Jr. High Writing group meets the
1st and 4th Mondays of each month
from 4 – 5 pm. Their next meeting is
Monday, Dec. 5th. Interested 6th through
8th graders can still join the group.
Members discuss aspects of fiction
writing, including character development, dialogue, and plotting. Stories

Santa will be visiting Cortland and is ready for his close up!
The Cortland Repertory Theatre Downtown Grand Hall will be
transformed into “Santa’s Winter Wonderland” as a walk-thru holiday
display and Santa himself will be available for holiday greeting card
photos from 10:00-12:00 and 2:00-4:00 on Saturday, December
3 and 1:00-3:00 on Sunday, December 4. Children and families,
couples or singles, all are invited. A $10.00 fee will be charged for
each photo set-up, and the photos will be emailed early the following
week. Additionally, there will be free-and-fun holiday activities for
kids in “Mrs. Claus’ Crafty Casa” and “Rudolph’s Face-Painting
Barn”, and complimentary hot cocoa and chocolate milk will be
available in “Frosty’s Hot Chocolate Villa”. The event is sponsored
by Trinity Valley, who provides CRT with their famous chocolate milk
during the summer performances.
can be in any genre from fantasy to
mystery and beyond.

Intergenerational Book
Discussion
The Intergenerational Book discussion in December will meet on
Thursday, Dec. 8th at 6:00 pm. The
group will be discussing Theodosia
and the Serpents of Chaos by Robin
LaFevers. The discussion is open to
anyone, 6th grade through adults. The
first six children to register for the discussion will receive a free copy of the
book. Please remember that by signing
up and receiving the free book, you are
committing to attend the discussion.

LEGO Club

Lego Club will meet Monday, Dec.
12th from 4-5 pm. This month K-5th
grade will meet together.

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children

Our TEchExplorers program,
includes a robotics component using
Cubelets for K- 5th graders and an
electronics invention component using
Little Bits for 3rd through 6th graders. These programs are funded by a
generous donation from a community
member. The next Cubelets program
will be Tuesday, Dec. 13th at 6:30 pm.
Space is limited to 10 children. Sign up
starts a week ahead of time.

Make and Take in the Wonder
and Discovery Center

Come make chocolate at the Wonder
and Discovery Center on Wednesday,
Dec. 14th at 6:30 pm. The program
is open to school age through adults
and is limited to 15 participants. All
children must be accompanied by an
adult. Registration will begin on Dec.
7th. Please be sure to sign up early, as
space is limited.

Teen Film Club
If you are between 6th and 12th grade
and love to make movies, consider
joining the Teen Film Club. Members
acting as screenwriters, actors, directors
and editors. The Teen Film club meets
Tuesdays from 3:30 to 5 pm.

Teen Writers’ Group
The writers’ group is made up of
th
9 through 12th graders. Teens work
on all elements of fiction writing,
including plotting, character development, dialogue and story arc.
Thoughtful critique of each other’s
work is offered. The writing group
also involves a book discussion
where members analyze the writing
craft in favorite novels. Teen writers
meet on Thursdays from 3:30 to 5
pm.
Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading ebooks and audiobooks to your
Nook, Kindle, or iPad? Want to try
checking out an emagazine from
Zinio, now available on our website? Let our Teen Tech Volunteers
help you. During the school year,
they are available Mondays from
3-5 pm to help you with your technology needs.
For more information about any of our
programs call 749-4616 or check out
our website at www.phillipsfreelibrary.
org.
Phillips Free Library Hours:
Monday
10 am to 6 pm
Tuesday
2 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday
10 am to 8 pm
Thursday
2 pm to 8 pm
Friday
2 pm to 6 pm
Saturday
10 am to 2 pm
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Town Historian Gives
Annual Report
At the November 2 meeting of
the Town of Homer Board, the
Town Historian, Martin Sweeney,
submitted his seven-page annual
report, highlighting portions of it
for the trustees. Sweeney outlined the progress made to-date
on the Lincoln Monument Project,
listing the many potential benefactors who have been contacted.
Relevant news clippings continue
to be filed, genealogical requests
(averaging one to two per month)
are handled, and articles on local
history are submitted to The Homer
News.
Sweeney was consulted in the
past year about the following:
concerns over the cupola on the
County Office Building; concerns
over electric lines being placed
near the Little York Cemetery; concerns over a communications project’s impact on historic architecture; information on a house being
considered for purchase in the
Village’s Historic District; images of
two local military monuments to be
included in an online Directory of
U.S. Military Monuments; information needed for the creation of an
atlas of CNY; the contents of two
time capsules discovered upon the
removal of the 1950 cornerstone of
the high school under renovation;
to determine if old documents and
artifacts stored at the high school
should be saved, discarded, or
donated to another organization;
concerns over the fate of the metal
lenticular truss bridges spanning
the river that can no longer accommodate firefighting apparatus; and
the structure of a compendium of
local Civil War soldiers being developed by historian Ed Raus.
In addition, the names of F. B.
Carpenter and William O. Stoddard
were submitted for the inaugural
class of the Cortland County Hall of
Fame established by the Homeville
Museum at the CNY Living History
Museum. Stoddard was selected,
and hopefully Carpenter will be at
a future date.
Eleven items were donated for
the Town Historian to determine
if they should be archived, discarded, or forwarded to a more
appropriate repository, such as the
Cortland Historical Society.
Five public presentations were
made this year: A PowerPoint
presentation at the Living History
Museum on the occasion of
Lincoln’s 207th birthday; a dinner
meeting of the Cornell Women’s
Club of Cortland County; the
unveiling of Carpenter’s portrait of
his fiancée that was donated by the
Orr family to the Town of Homer;
a “Ghost Tour” that was part of
the “Magic on Main Street” event
in August ( after which a couple
from Syracuse marveled at how
much more there was to Homer
than what they had seen passing
through on Route 281); and a dis-

cussion with a class of students at
the new Seven Valleys New Tech
Academy in Cortland (making the
Homer Town Historian honored to
be the first “outside expert” from
the community to be invited to work
with students on a project at the
school).
On over twenty-one occasions,
Sweeney met with various individuals, including planning sessions for
the annual Celebration of Historic
Homer in June and a personal guided tour of the County Courthouse
by the County Historian (including
up in the dome and outside of it for
a spectacular view).
Two professional workshops
were attended. One was in March
in Syracuse for municipal historians and public school teachers on
how to get students to read and
think critically like historians. The
other was the gathering of municipal historians from Region 9 of
APHNYS at the Homer Center for
the Arts in April.
The Town Historian is pleased to
make two announcements. First,
two of his former history students
have accepted positions locally.
Eric Mulvihill is the new County
Historian and Clerk of the County
Legislature. Luke Biondi is the New
Director of the CNY Living History
Museum. And secondly, for two
straight, unprecedented years students from Homer Intermediate
School have walked away with
the first place prize in the annual
NYS Archives’ historical research
contest. Interest in historical investigation is alive and well in Historic
Homer, NY.

Benson Davis Insurance

5RXWH+RPHU1<

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

8 • December 1, 2016 • The Homer News

Alarming Survey Shows
People’s Poor Home
Maintenance Habits
(StatePoint) Proper home maintenance can preserve your home,
while saving you money and headaches in the future. However, a new
survey from Erie Insurance conducted by Harris Poll reveals Americans
have alarmingly poor upkeep habits.
“By overlooking common DIY projects, homeowners are not only putting themselves at risk for major
financial loss, but also are exposing
their families to dangerous hazards,”
says Joe Vahey, vice president and
product manager at Erie Insurance.
In an effort to help people become
more aware of what they can be
doing to protect themselves, the
experts at Erie Insurance list five
commonly overlooked areas of
the home that should be regularly
inspected and maintained:

Inspect Your Roof
Replacing or repairing a roof is one
of the biggest expenses a homeowner may have and the need to
do it often comes without warning.
Nationally, the average homeowner
spends about $6,600 to install a new
roof, according to HomeAdvisor, but
prices can soar upwards of $20,000
depending on certain factors.
But the Erie Insurance survey found
that nearly one in four homeowners (23 percent) admits they never
inspect their roof or have it inspected only if there is a problem. Even
scarier, nearly a third (27 percent) of
those who own a house either mistakenly believe their insurance will
pay for damage that occurs to their
roof over time, such as through normal wear and tear or have no idea
how their insurance works regarding this type of damage. Insurance
generally only covers things like roof
damage from unexpected storms.

29 deaths, 400 injuries and $192
million in direct property loss each
year.

Check the Furnace
Only 36 percent of homeowners have their furnaces inspected and serviced at least once a
year. According to NFPA, U.S. fire
departments respond to an estimated average of 56,000 home fires
involving heating equipment. These
fires resulted in annual losses of
470 civilian deaths, 1,490 civilian
injuries, and $1 billion in direct property damage per year.

Post Card Image - thanks to Suzanne’s Salon, 104 N. West St.

Clean Sump Pump and Pit
Sump pumps are used to remove
excess water from homes, but 44
percent of those who own one admit
to never cleaning it or the pit, unless
they have a problem. Water damage
due to sewage and drain backups
generally requires additional insurance coverage beyond a standard
policy. Without that coverage, it
could end up costing you, on average, $2,156, according to Home
Advisor.
Protect your family and your investment with proper maintenance, and
if you’re unsure what your policy covers, contact your insurance agent.
They’ll work with you to determine
what you need to be protected.

Post Card Image - thanks to Suzanne’s Salon, 104 N. West St.

Unclog Gutters and
Downspouts
Nearly one out of four homeowners
(24 percent) say they never care
for their gutters and downspouts.
Clogged gutters can cause water to
flow down the sides of a home and
pool around its foundation, often
leading to major issues like uneven
floors, cracks in walls and interior
water damage. This type of claim,
also known as seepage, is often not
covered under your home insurance
policy.

Clean Out Dryer Exhaust
One in five homeowners (21 percent) admit they never clean their
clothes dryer ducts, unless they
have a problem. Unfortunately, the
most common cause of dryer fires
is failure to do a thorough cleaning.
According to National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA), dryers cause
roughly 15,500 home structure fires,

Post Card Image - thanks to Suzanne’s Salon, 104 N. West St.
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How Arts and Crafts Can Help Heal Veterans in Your
Community
(StatePoint) When people hear
there might be a bomb nearby, most
will try to get as far away as fast
as possible. U.S. Army Specialist
Brandon Sanford and his bombsniffing dog Rexo, however, were
not as lucky.
Sanford and Rexo were part of
the Army’s bomb detection unit,
tasked with finding life-threatening
explosive devices. “I was nervous
on the first patrol missions since
our duty was to find explosives
designed to kill American soldiers,”
said Sanford.
When a roadside bomb exploded
near his vehicle in 2008, Sanford suffered a traumatic brain injury (TBI),
among other wounds. Because of
his injuries, Sanford suffers from
seizures as well as problems with
balance, fine motor skills and more.
Basic tasks like buttoning a shirt are
now daunting endeavors for him.
And so the long, arduous process of
healing began. Along with surgery
and physical therapy, craft therapy
became part of Sanford’s treatment
plan.
When men and women return from
war or other military postings, they
often bring home more than their
duffel bags. That is why Help Heal
Veterans (Heal Vets), a nonprofit
founded during the Vietnam War,
operates on the knowledge that not

all medicine comes in a bottle. As
America’s largest supplier of therapeutic arts and crafts resources,
Heal Vets has distributed more than
29 million kits since 1971, averaging
43,000 kits per month. The kits consist of hundreds of craft categories
like woodworking, leather, models
and a variety of needlecrafts.
Many doctors and occupational
therapists prescribe arts and crafts
as an important component of a
treatment plan. Such an approach
provides tremendous therapeutic
and rehabilitative benefits, including
improving fine motor skills, cognitive
functioning, memory and dexterity.
Crafts can also help alleviate anger
issues and the severity of posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD)
and TBI triggers, such as anxiety,
memories, sadness and frustration.

Since World War I, craft kits have
consistently proven effective tools
for veterans’ rehabilitation and healing. According to a Health Care
Data Inc. study, 89.6 percent of
patients surveyed felt Heal Vets
craft therapy helped maintain or
improve their physical capabilities. Furthermore, craft projects
help build family bonds when completed with loved ones, improve
self-esteem and surface previously
untapped artistic talent.
As Americans pay their respects this
month to those who have served,
Heal Vets encourages you to think
about ways you can help enrich the
lives of the 22 million U.S. veterans

and military personnel. Heal Vets
relies solely on charitable donations to produce its craft kits. For
more information about the program or to donate art supplies,
journals and other tools that spark
creativity to a veterans’ organization near you, visit HealVets.org.
“Today, one of every three Iraq
and Afghanistan veterans suffers from PTSD and/or TBI. Even
more, the suicide rate for U.S.
military members continues to rise.
Reawakening veterans’ enthusiasm for life, therefore, remains an
utmost priority,” said Captain Joe
McClain, a U.S. Navy veteran and
current Heal Vets CEO.

In some cases, the benefits are
physical as well. For example,
stringing together a leather craft
might help with hand-eye coordination and dexterity. Painting or
model building can ease symptoms
of PTSD or depression. Sanford
said that working with small pieces
has helped him with his hand-eye
coordination. He also suffers from
short-term memory problems associated with his TBI, so working on
the kits helps train his focus and
concentration skills.

Is your bank changing?
Change to
Tompkins Trust Company.
WE MAKE IT EASY TO SWITCH.

Is your bank changing? Perhaps it’s time for a different bank. | Tompkins Trust Company has been in the area for over 180 years. | Our
people - from our tellers to our president - live right here. And our loans go to families and businesses serving this community. Our deep
roots in Central New York make us all the more committed to giving you our absolute best:
Exceptional service. Convenient accounts and technology. And minimal changes.

So if your bank is changing - or even if it’s not - we invite you to experience a community bank with
local commitment and stability: Tompkins Trust Company.

TompkinsTrust.com
36 Main Street, Cortland l 607-662-0376

Member FDIC
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The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________
+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WE BUY good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

ONE and TWO BEDROOM apartment
available in village of Homer. No pets,
no smoking. Available September 1st.
$625 for one bedroom plus utilities,
$750 for two bedroom plus utilities.
Please call 749-7808. Security and first
month's rent due at move in.
ONE BEDROOM apartment in Homer
Village. Available Nov. 15. Very clean,
includes laundry/mudroom, porch,
deck, off-street parking. NO smoking,
NO pets. First month and security. $700
11b16
plus. 814-381-1660

Your Classified Ad
Could Be Here!!

THEME: YEAR IN REVIEW
ACROSS
1. Minimal in magnitude
6. Club alternative
9. Angelina to Maddox
13. Cattiness
14. “___ the land of the free ...”
15. Permissible
16. 1/100 of a rial
17. Oahu greeting gift
18. Foolish
19. *”Harry Potter and the ____ Child”
21. *UK’s 2016 withdrawal vote
23. Christian minister, abbr.
24. Long, long time
25. Scottish cap
28. Sushi selection
30. African tree
35. Faubourg Saint-Honoré and
Rivoli, e.g.
37. Brown seaweed
39. Latin American plain
40. Sky bear
41. Don’t go out for dinner
43. *This Barrymore got divorced in
2016
44. New Zealander
46. Ring-around-the-rosy flower
47. Prima donna’s numbers
48. George Town state, Malaysia
50. Mary’s follower
52. Born, in society pages
53. Fix a horse
55. *Ezekiel Elliott became one in
2016
57. Popular flowering shrub
60. *Cubs, e.g.
63. *Ciara, on her special day
64. Wade opponent
66. Eagerness, pl.
68. Comic book expression for fear
69. Soccer mom’s ride
70. Icy hut
71. Enthusiasm
72. Product of creativity
73. Cut one’s leg off, e.g.
DOWN
1. Aldous Huxley’s drug of choice
2. “The Iliad,” e.g.
3. Hokkaido language
4. One Beatle
5. Less verbose
6. “The ____ and the Beautiful”
7. *Harper ____, 1926-2016
8. *A ____ Called Quest issued
comeback album
9. Seductive one
10. Berry high in antioxidants
11. Crème de menthe flavor

Solution to
November 17
Puzzle

12. Absorbed, as a loss
15. Relating to spleen
20. What some smells do to memories
22. *Kardashian brother who became a dad
24. In total
25. *Election winner
26. Sign of a saint, pl.
27. Subatomic particle
29. *Like 2016
31. One of auto pioneers
32. Sacha Cohen’s middle name
33. Anoint
34. *”Major Tom” singer, 1947-2016
36. Mystery writer, ____ Paretsky
38. Site of Leaning Tower
42. Naiad or maenad
45. English in Spain
49. “Fancy that!”
51. *Olympic host
54. Caterpillar precursor
56. Opposite end of alpha
57. Seed coat
58. *Mosquito-borne threat
59. Yemeni port
60. Rapper and actor, 50 ____
61. Rodeo Drive tree
62. ____ gin
63. Ciao in the U.S.
65. Argo propeller
67. Rolled grass
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Homer
News
Ads
Get
Noticed.

Trees - Wreaths
Fruit Baskets
open all year

Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 6 pm

5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY


12b16

kk

Bean

CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

TREE SERVICE

Kyle Bean
607-745-8080

12c16

Sally Brown Kurtz

Commercial & Residential
Tree Removal
Mini-excavation Services
Stump Removal
Trimming & Pruning
Fully Insured - Free Estimates

607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

5a17
12b16

Jim Hopkins

12b16

Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

607.756.4307
Climate controlled available at Luker Road

the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

Elizabeth Brewster House

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!

NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

12c16

6c16

6c16

Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net
5b17

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

Pat Hill Community Building
Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers
Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761
6c16

6c16

3b15

A

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

11b15

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones
Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

8b17
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Town Board Holds Special Meeting to Discuss Village Office Return
The Homer Town Board held a special meeting on Monday,
November 28. The topic for the meeting was to discuss options
for the Village offices to move back to the Town Hall.
Councilman Barry Warren started the discussion by summarizing a meeting that he had with Councilman Mike Park, Village
Trustee Patrick Clune and Village Trustee Ed Finkbeiner regarding what space is available in the Town Hall. Also, discussion
concerned costs for operation and maintenance and renovations
to the Town Hall.
Trustee Pat Clune addressed the board and told them that the
village building committee is looking at two options.
Option one is to move the village offices to the Town Hall.
Option two is to buy the former freight depot on James Street
and renovate it. The committee wanted to get details in writing
on what the possibilities were and the proposed costs for each
option.

When questioned later why he voted no, Williams stated that,
“The Senior Center operated by Cortland County only pays a
nominal fee per year for the use of their facilities in the Town Hall,
which includes all utilities and internet, yet we want to charge the
taxpayers of the village (who also pay town taxes) for the use of
the building that they already pay 43% of the costs to operate.”
There will be an informational meeting Thursday night December
1 at 7 PM in the fire station where the building committee will
present their findings on the two buildings that are under consideration for village offices.

From the Archives....

Councilman Warren noted that Town Clerk Anita Jebbett had said
that the town could possibly move to the assessor’s side of the
building and allow the village to take the town’s side of the building. Warren also noted that the monetary issue is the big issue,
“What is the appropriate fee for monthly expenses”.
Supervisor Fred Forbes noted that 43% of the town’s tax is paid
by village property owners. He stated that there could be savings
to the town and village, for example; phone, fax, copier services.
The stage area could be redone, freeing up the current board
room for office space.
Councilman Warren stated that the Village cannot pay for renovations on the building they do not own. Supervisor Forbes noted
that he doesn’t want to tie up $50,000 in renovations and then
have the Village move out. Discussion was held concerning leasing office space to the village for five years, and town attorney
Pat Snyder stated that five years seemed reasonable.
Councilman Kevin Williams remarked that “It’s not like we would
be renting to tenants, they are friends and taxpayers. If the village dissolves, the town would not benefit, and could increase
costs for the town. He would be willing to let the village come
back with no charge and have the village pay for increased utility
costs, if any.
Supervisor Forbes made a motion for a shared services agreement with a charge of $700 a month for five years to the village
and up to $15,000 of renovations to be paid for by the town. The
motion did not get a second. Councilman Warren made a motion
to charge the village $600 per month for five years for shared
services with a $15,000 cap on renovations. Heat, lights, water,
buildings and grounds maintenance would be included along
with Internet using the town’s Internet account. Councilman Park
seconded the motion and Councilmen Warren, Park, Larry Jones
and Supervisor Fred Forbes voted in the affirmative. Councilman
Kevin Williams voted no.

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com
Hours:
The Premier Name in Real Estate Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
185 Clinton Avenue, Cortland, NY 13045
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call
For An Appointment!
(607) 753-9644

Santa Claus - on the Village Green - He'll be here again Dec. 2.

Nov 25 - Dec 17
HILL of BEAN’S Open weekends
Hours Open: 10am - 4 pm

CHRISTMAS TREE FARM

Tax & Tree Baling Included
Pre-Cut Trees - specially marked
Choose & Cut = $40
Warming Barn with Hot Cocoa & Cookies
New H.O.B. Tree Tunnel
Traditional Wreathes Available in Barn

Closest Tree Farm to Cortland & Homer Area
Everyday we have special events! Check us out on Facebook!

It’s not just where you get
your Christmas Tree,
it’s an adventure!

Call us at (607) 345-4199
Like us on FACEBOOK!
Check out our website at:
hillofbeanstreefarm.com

4 Miles North of Cortland on Rt.13-turn left on Searles Rd-follow the signs!

Don’t let your for sale sign hibernate!
In many price ranges it’s still a very good time to list!
Many owners make the mistake of not listing in the fall market
when it actually might be your best market to sell. Not as much
competition may mean a quicker sale for you.
Don’t wait for your competitors to list. Call a Yaman agent today!
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Where is The Homer
News Being Read??

I am attaching a photo of myself (Bonnie Innerst) and Granddaughter Olivia Stockwin at the
Taranga Zoo, Sydney, Australia. We traveled to Australia in August to visit my son and Olivia's
uncle, Terry Innerst. Terry (a Homer native) lives in Sydney.

