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The Homer News is published

in Homer by The Homer News.
Distribution is
every other Thursday to all households and
businesses in Homer.
The Homer News is a community-based newspaper dedicated to informing townspeople of current
events and issues; serving as a forum for the free
exchange of views of town residents; and celebrating
the people, places and happenings that make the
Town of Homer unique.

Editor:Donald Ferris

***

Subscription Rates:

The Homer News is delivered at no cost to
all Homer addresses in the 13077 zip code.
We are offering subscriptions for The Homer
News. Personal or out-of-town subscriptions are
available for $36 per year (First Class) Payable
in advance. Send check or money order to:
The Homer News,
P.O. Box 125, Homer, NY 13077
Email your address to:
editor@TheHomerNews.com
Signed Articles, Letters, Photographs and
Drawings of interest are welcomed to be considered
for publication. All articles are subject to editing for
clarity and length. Materials not used will be returned
if a self-addressed stamped envelope is provided.

THANK YOU!

Circulation: 3,800 copies per issue.
Copyright © 2016 The Homer News

The Homer News
P.O. Box 125 Homer, New York 13077
Editor@TheHomerNews.com
Telephone: 607-749-2613
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Priscilla Berggren-Thomas, Martin Sweeney, Ed
Finkbeiner, Anita Jebbett, Harry Coleman, Kathy
Beardsley, Kim Hubbard

Get The Homer News at:
Village Food Market, Wall St. Laundromat, Phillips
Free Library, Homer Men’s and Boys, Olde Homer
House, Bev's, Edgewood Bakery, Lucky Kitchen,
Key Bank, Homer Town Office, Kory’s Diner, Super
Cream, Origins, Anderson’s Farm Market, Crawl
Space, Dandy Mart, Brown’s Garage, Poole’s Drive
In, Trinity Valley Dairy, Tops, Walgreen’s, Tyler's
Cleaners, Hyde’s Diner, CNY Living History Center,
Steve & Lu's Diner, Little Italy Pizzeria, Homer
Village Office, Antiques on James.

On Line, www.TheHomerNews.com
Friend us on Facebook for
updates on news and events
as we receive them.

Village Caucus
Results
Republicans and Democrats in
the village held their caucuses on
January 24 and 31, respectively.
At the Republican caucus, incumbent Mayor Genevieve Suits held
off a challenge from Trustee Ed
Finkbeiner to get the party's nomination for Mayor. Trustee Eugene
Smith won over Lee Dennis for one
of the trustee nominations, and
newcomer Megan Williams defeated incumbent Kevin Slack for the
nomination for trustee.
Village Democrats nominated
Darren (Hal) McCabe for Mayor
and Tim Daley for trustee.
The first day to file independent
petitions was February 7, with the
last day to file being February 14.
Village elections will be March 21,
2017 in the Community Building.
Polling hours are from Noon until
9 p.m.

Sennightly Club
to Meet Feb. 13 at
C4Arts
Welcome to February!!
The Sennightly Literary Club of
Homer will be meeting on Monday,
February 13 at 7 PM. at the art gallery
of the Center for the Arts to view and
talk about the 7th Annual Community
Arts Challenge exhibit.
The Arts Challenge theme is “Circle,”
and the quality of the art on display is
quite impressive.
Three Sennightly members have
artwork in this year’s exhibit.
During Book Share, there will be a
discussion about favorite book(s).
Reminder: collecting food and personal-care supplies for the Homer
Food Pantry.
Please RSVP to ann_siegle@joborder.
com

Letter to the Farmers
Market
Editor
Offering
First of all, I’d like to congratulate Mayor
Suits, Trustee Smith and candidate
Williams on their win at the Republican
caucus, January 24th.
As most of you know, I ran as trustee
in 2016 with the goal of moving back to
the Town Hall, which has been a very
contentious process. The mayor and I
have had a very adversarial relationship about this subject and I believe this
could have been avoided.
In December of 2015, before I was
elected trustee, a petition was circulated around the village requesting a
referendum on moving back to the
Town Hall and 676 people signed the
petition supporting this. I presented the
petition to Mayor Suits and the trustees
at the time who rejected the petition.
Gene Smith said “It doesn’t matter.”
This implied to me that 676 voters in the
village were insignificant. After presenting the petition, Mayor Suits then reprimanded me for speaking out of turn
at the meeting because I was not on
the agenda. I had gone into the village
office prior to the meeting, requesting
to be put on the agenda and I was left
off, therefore I felt I had no choice but
to interrupt and present the petition. I
was both upset and disappointed in the
trustees and the mayor’s total disregard
for the people of Homer who signed
this petition. This issue of being deliberately left off the agenda even though I
requested it, has been an ongoing issue
with the mayor and so I have no choice
but to speak out of turn, which has been
regarded as “rude” and “disrespectful.”

To place an ad in
The Homer News,
phone 607-749-2613
or
email:
editor@
TheHomerNews.com

Benson Davis Insurance

move back to the Town Hall or purchase the Lackawanna freight building. After a thorough analysis it was
voted on and 3 out of the 4 trustees
determined that moving back to the
Town Hall was the most cost effective
alternative
After the vote, the mayor jumped up
and asked for a referendum. Why did
she not agree to a referendum back
in 2015? If she and the trustees had
accepted the petition all of this conflict could have been avoided and the
people would have spoken.

TWICE READ BOOKSTORE
Quality Used Books
24 State St., Tully, NY 315-696-4681
Hrs. M 9-5 - T, F, Sat. 9-1

The Country Peddler
Consignment Shop

All opinions expressed
in Letters and
Commentaries
are those of the writers
and not of
The Homer News,
which is published
as an independent,
unbiased community
service and forum.

Gently used Clothing, Shoes &
Accessories for men, women, and
children ......PLUS
furniture, housewares & More!
Located in Downtown Tully
22 State St. 315-696-5219
Hours: Tues., Thurs., Sat. 10-3
Wed & Fri 12-3 p.m.

FOOD PANTRY
The First United Methodist
Church has a Food Pantry for
Homer residents, which is open
on Tuesdays, 10:00 am until
12:30 pm Walk-ins are welcome.
For information or emergency,
call 749-7159

The Downtown Cortland Farmers
Market is once again offering a $200
college scholarship to a local area
high school senior. The offering will
be in the form of a check for the student to use at their discretion.
The successful candidate will have
been accepted into a college for post
secondary education with the intent
to pursue a career in Agriculture,
Horticulture, Biology, Environmental
Science or related field. The student
must have attended high school or
been “home schooled” within a 30
mile radius of Downtown Cortland.
The application for the scholarship
is simply a hand written letter by the
student, outlining their accomplishments to date, their college choice,
their intended major, and why they
should be the recipient of the award.
The letter must be received by
March 1, 2017.
APPLICATIONS SHOULD BE
MAILED TO: Tim Sandstrom,
Scholarship Committee, 2063 East
River Road, Cortland, NY 13045.
*For more information please call 607753-8570

After I was elected trustee a building
committee was formed, of which I was
not a part of, to continue looking at
all the options as to where the village
offices should be located. After much
research and discussion the committee Ed Finkbeiner
narrowed down the choices to either Trustee, Homer, NY
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ADVERTISING

Scholarship

My Turn

Annette Benson, Lee Benson, Matt Banazek

Operated by volunteers for the
benefit of the Tully Historical Society

Local Residents & Your Neighbors!
"VUPt)PNFt$PNNFSDJBMt#VTJOFTT4OPXNPCJMF

NEXT ISSUE

Your “Homer” town insurance agency!

The next issue of The Homer News
will be February 23, 2017. DEADLINE:
for ads and news is February 15, 2017.
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4070 West Rd. (Rt. 281)
Cortland, NY 13045
www.hagerealestate.com

Team Hage ~ Where Knowledge
and Experience Count!
We Sell Results, Not Promises.
Time to Buy or Sell?
Call us at 607-753-6766

Scout Sunday with Pack 85 Cub Scouts

Local Man Remembered Ten
Years After His Death in Iraq
Boyhood Friend Reaches Out to Veterans
Organizations to Honor Fallen Soldier
On Friday January 20 at noon, family
and friends gathered at the Glenwood
Cemetery in Homer to mark the 10th
anniversary of the death of Army PFC
Shawn Falter. Chaplain Norm Stitzel
and one of Shawn’s childhood friends,
Scott Heath, helped to organize the
remembrance. Falter died after his
unit was ambushed in Iraq. Homer
Police, Fire and veterans organizations participated in the tribute to this
young man from Homer.

A TASTE OF CHOCOLATE : Sat. Feb. 11

Pack 85 Cub Scouts participated in "Scout Sunday" recently at area churches.
Here, two of the local scouts are handing out the prayer programs for the
church they attend.

A TASTE OF CHOCOLATE : Sat. Feb.
11, 1:00 -4:00 pm, at the Columbian
Presbyterian Church, corner rtes. 11
& 20, LaFayette. This is a food-tasting
event where you can purchase samples
of dozens of home-made goodies with
one thing in common: CHOCOLATE
!! Choose from white, dark or

milk chocolate, in cookies, muffins,
candies, breads & more! Samples are
only $.50 each. 50% of the proceeds
will be donated to LaFayette Outreach
( our local food pantry). Info./
donations:
677-3293;
www.
ColumbianPresbyterianChurch.com .

St. Margaret’s Annual Spaghetti Supper


Seating: 5:00pm & 6:15pm
**Take-Outs available - Pick up Promptly at 4:45pm**

Physical Therapy

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Advance Sale Tickets ONLY: Feb 11 – Mar 5, 2017
Available After weekend masses, at the church office,&
By calling Elaine Kozub - 749-7456

Return to what matters most
&RQYHQLHQWO\ORFDWHGLQGRZQWRZQ+RPHULQWKH+RPHU([FKDQJH%OGJ
(YHQLQJDQG:HHNHQG+RXUV
&UHGLW&DUGV +HDOWK)OH[$FFRXQW&DUGV$FFHSWHG
3K\VLFDO7KHUDS\6HUYLFHVLQFOXGLQJ
2UWKRSHGLFDQG6SRUWV5HKDELOLWDWLRQ
Now at Our
$FXWHDQG&KURQLF&RQGLWLRQV
NEW Location
3UHDQG3RVW2SHUDWLYH&DUH
27 N. Main St.
,QMXU\5HGXFWLRQ3UHYHQWLRQ7UDLQLQJ
Homer, NY
0DQXDO+DQGV2Q&DUH
3HGLDWULFWR:HOO([SHULHQFHG,QGLYLGXDOV
6SLQDO'HFRPSUHVVLRQ
)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQLQJIRU$WKOHWHV $FWLYH,QGLYLGXDOV$OLNH

&DOO



WRGD\WRPDNHDQDSSRLQWPHQW

(KUHQ+H\HU37'37)XQFWLRQDO0RYHPHQW6FUHHQ&HUWLILHG([SHUW
1RUWK0DLQ6W+RPHU1<ZZZKH\HUSWFRP

Wednesday, March 8, 2017
St. Margaret’s Parish Hall



Adults-$10.00; Children 4-12-$6.00; 3 & Under- FREE
Dinner prepared by Dave Basile and the Central City “Crew”


Don Ferris
10DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<
SULQWDQGVLJQ#\DKRRFRP
ZZZTXDOLJUDSKLFVFRP

2IIVHW3ULQWLQJ
6FUHHQ3ULQWLQJ
9HKLFOH/HWWHULQJ
%XLOGLQJ6LJQV
0DJQHWV
'ULQNZDUH
3HQFLOV 3HQV
)ODVK'ULYHV
+DWV
.H\WDJV
&RQWDFWXVIRUDQ\
DGYHUWLVLQJRU
SURPRWLRQDOLWHP
\RXPD\QHHG
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“Your Local Real Estate Connection”

of Central New York

607.428.0708
7 James Street
Homer, New York 13077
www.hometoheritage.com

News from the Library
By Priscilla Berggren-Thomas
Our Stories
My almost ninety-three year old mother
had a fever last week and ended up in the
hospital. It was hard to look at that frail
elderly woman lying in that hospital bed
and remember the dynamic woman she’d
once been. I couldn’t really blame the
nurses and aides, who didn’t know her, for
treating her like another frail old woman.
My mother went to work at the age
of eighteen. The United States was just
getting involved in World War II. My
father was going off to fight the Nazis in
Europe and his mother insisted he buy
my mother an engagement ring before he
left. My grandmother wanted my mother
as a daughter-in-law and she didn’t want
anyone else scooping her up while my
father was gone.
For four years, my mother worked,
holding down the home front. She wrote
letters to my father every day and she
waited. Years later when I asked her what
made her chose my father, she’d say “he
was the only Scandinavian Lutheran in
the neighborhood who didn’t also drink
too much.” But the pictures of her and my
father as young sweethearts always belied
her unromantic answer.
After the war, it took my father years
to reacclimate to civilian life after everything he saw in Europe during the war. So,
my mother continued to work. Even after
they had children, she’d go back to work
a year or two after each baby. “I always
worked to save up the money to pay the
doctor for delivering the next one of you,”
she’d tell me proudly.
I don’t know if my mother would have
ended up a feminist if life hadn’t forced
her to be one. But when my father died
at the age of forty-eight, circumstances
made a rabble rouser out of my mother.
She was forty-two, with three daughters
to feed, house, clothe, and educate. And
she did it with humor and hard-work.
Once when she was working as a Dairy
Herd Improvement tester, one of the farmers didn’t want a woman tester on his
farm. My mother hemmed and hawed and
stewed over losing that farm for days.
She was paid by the number of farms she
tested for, so it wasn’t just the principle
of the thing. It had an actual cost for our
family. Finally, she approached her supervisor and said, “It’s discrimination and
it’s illegal. You will tell him that I’ll be
testing on his farm.”
The irony is that that farmer and his wife
became good friends with my mother.
There weren’t many people she encountered who didn’t become fast friends with
her. She had a way of gathering people in
with her humor, her smile, her caring, and
her hard work.
Over the last few years my mother’s
doctors have become some of her biggest
fans. But as the list of tests and medications have grown, so has my mother’s
stubbornness. As the cardiologist insisted
she come in for yet another test, my
mother informed him, “I have to die of
something. Stop fighting it so.”
I feel bad for the people that meet my

mother now. They have no idea what
they’ve missed. The real woman, with her
stories and history aren’t something they
can see. And I wonder how many people
I walk by on the street, people I see in
the library, or the store, and I categorize
by age or gender or whatever other way
we categorize people and I miss the real
person, because I didn’t bother to hear
their story.
The library is full of stories, some true,
some made up, some true at a deeper level
then we may ever understand. But stories
exist everywhere. Every person, every
place is filled with them. Every time we
label someone, or categorize them, we
risk missing their story, we miss truly
knowing them and being transformed by
them. Let’s not do that. Let’s hear, tell,
and write all those stories, before we lose
them. Before it’s too late. Because everyone has a story that we need to know.

a robotics component using Cubelets for
K- 5th graders and an electronics invention component using Little Bits for 3rd
through 6th graders. These programs are
funded by a generous donation from a
community member. The next Cubelets
program will be Tuesday, Feb. 14th at
6:30 pm. Space is limited to 10 children.
The next Little Bits is Tuesday, Feb.
28th at 6:30 pm. Space is limited to 8
children. Sign up starts for both of these
programs a week ahead of time.

Intergenerational Book
Discussion

What’s New at the Library?

The Intergenerational Book discussion in February has been rescheduled
for Thursday, Feb. 16th at 6:00 pm.
The group will be discussing Stella by
Starlight by Sharon Draper. This tale of
a young African American girl growing
up in the south in the 1930’s is a must
read for everyone, young and old. Please
join us for this discussion open to those
in 5th grade through adults. The first six
children to register for the discussion
will receive a free copy of the book.
Please remember that by signing up and
receiving the free book, you are committing to attend the discussion.

Toddler Story Time

Coloring with Kristen

Toddler Story Time is every
Wednesday morning that school is in session at 10:30 am. Join Miss Madelyn for
these upcoming programs:
Feb. 15th – Gumdrop Day
Feb. 22nd – No program – School
Break
March 1st – Fairy Tales

Rockin’ Readers
Rockin’ Readers, our K-2nd grade story
and activity time is every Wednesday that
school is in session. The program begins
at 3:20 pm and ends at 4:15 pm. This is
a fun program with stories, crafts, games,
and songs. There are no programs on
snow days or school holidays. Upcoming
themes are:
Feb. 15th – Gumdrop Day
Feb. 22nd – No Program – School
Break
March 1st – Fairy Tales

Mad Scientist Club
The library offers a monthly science
club for K-2nd graders. February’s meeting will be Friday, Feb. 10th at 3:30
pm. Participants will be working with
Little Bits electronic kits to create Flute
Bubbles. Space is limited to ten participants, so stop by the library to sign up.
Pre-registration is required.

LEGO Club
Lego Club will meet Monday, Feb.
13th from 4-5 pm. This meeting is for
children in K-2nd grades. The 3rd through
5th graders will meet on the 4th Monday
of the month.

TEchExplorers – Technology
and Engineering Exploration for
Children
Our TEchExplorers program, includes

Love to color? Find it calming? Or
just plain fun? Come color upstairs at
the library with Kristen. For children
through adults, Coloring with Kristen is
Thursday, Feb. 16th, starting at 6:30 pm.

Minecraft
Love to play Minecraft? Those in 2nd
to 5th grades meet to play Minecraft on
the third Friday of the month. The next
meeting is Friday, Feb. 17th from 3:30
pm until 5 pm. Space is limited to ten.
Pre-registration is required and starts on
Feb. 10th.

Saturday Sewing
On Saturday, February 18th from
10am – 12pm we will be making baby
booties to be distributed to newborns
by local agencies. We are accepting all
skill levels of sewers. Bring your sewing machine or use ours. We would be
happy to accept donations of fabric, but
please talk to Sarah first as there are specific fabrics that will work best. There
will be jobs for all ages and abilities.
Join us for a bit of sewing fun bringing
warmth and love to local families.

Make and Take in the Wonder
and Discovery Center
Come make gem trees with Shannon
Phillips at the Wonder and Discovery
Center on Wednesday, Feb. 22nd at 6:30
pm. The program is open to school age
through adults and is limited to 10 participants. All children must be accompanied by an adult. Registration will begin
on Feb. 15th. Please be sure to sign up
early, as space is limited.

Movie and a Snack
Join us for a showing of Finding Dory
on Friday Feb. 24th from 3:30 – 5:15 pm.
This program is open to children in K-5th

grade. Pre-registration is helpful, so be
sure to stop by the library and sign up.

Adult Book Discussion
The book discussion group will be
meeting on Monday, Feb. 27th at 3:30 pm
to discuss Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney’s
book The Nest. The group is open to any
interested adult reader.

Contemporary Discussions Book
Talks
For the next few months, the library
will be hosting monthly book talks and
discussions on books that focus on matters of importance to contemporary life.
The group couldn’t decide between the
three books featured in January, so we
are reading all of them! On Thursday,
March 1st at 5 pm, the group will meet to
discuss Post Traumatic Slave Syndrome:
America’s Legacy of Enduring Injury and
Healing by Joy Angela Degruy, White
Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial
Divide by Carol Anderson, and A Hope in
the Unseen: An American Odyssey from
the Inner City to the Ivy League by Ron
Suskind. These books all focus on racism
and the African-American experience in
the United States. Feel free to pick one,
two, or all three of the books to read and
come to the discussion on March 1st. We
will also be presenting three books on
Feminism and women’s lives to read and
discuss in March.

Teen Film Club
If you are between 6th and 12th grade and
love to make movies, consider joining
the Teen Film Club. Members acting as
screenwriters, actors, directors and editors. The Teen Film club meets Tuesdays
from 3:30 to 5 pm.

Teen Writers’ Group
The writers’ group is made up of
9th through 12th graders. Teens work on
all elements of fiction writing, including plotting, character development, dialogue, and story arc. Thoughtful critique
of each other’s work is offered. The writing group also involves a book discussion
where members analyze the writing craft
in favorite novels. Teen writers meet
on Thursdays from 3:30 to 5 pm. The
Writers’ Group will not meet the week
between Christmas and New Year’s Day.

Help with Nooks, Kindles, and
Downloadable books
Do you need help downloading ebooks
and audiobooks to your Nook, Kindle, or
iPad? Want to try checking out an emagazine from Zinio, now available on our
website? Let our Teen Tech Volunteers
help you. During the school year, they are
available Mondays from 3-5 pm to help
you with your technology needs.

Board of Trustees Meeting
The next library board meeting will
be Feb. 13th at 7 pm in the Wonder
and Discovery Center. Meetings are
open to the public.
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Homer History
By Martin Sweeney, Town of Homer Historian

Eleanor Roosevelt Visits Homer
Women in 1924 - Part 2
In the last issue, Co-Historians of the
local Sennightly Literary Club wrote
in this column about a visit to Homer
by one who was destined to become a
future First Lady. In this column, the
two club historians share transcriptions
of the news accounts they used as their
sources. It is hoped that readers will
find these primary sources as fascinating as the Town of Homer Historian did
and that others will feel encouraged to
share bits of local history they uncover.
At least, we all can learn from them how
historians go about their craft and make
unexpected discoveries when initially
researching another topic.
Sources:
1.“Two Roosevelts will Speak Here
on Monday Next,” The Cortland
Democrat, October 17, 1924, p. 1.
Fultonhistory.com (Cortland NY
Democrat 1924-0367.pdf).
In a way next Monday, Oct 20, will
be Roosevelt day in Cortland, both
Democrats and Republicans having a
member of the family here that day.
Col. Theodore Roosevelt, Republican
candidate for Governar [sic] is booked
for ten speeches next Monday and one
of them is to be at the tail-end of his
train at the Lehigh Valley station. Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt will speak for
the Democrats at a parlor meeting in
Cortland and at a joint meeting of two
clubs at Homer.
Mrs. Roosevelt is coming here as
the guest of Mrs. Katherine C. Newton
of Homer and will speak on national
and state politics before the Sennightly
club of Homer at Mrs. Newton’s home.
Members of the Leisure Hour club of
Homer have been invited as guests. At
the same meeting, Miss Frances Miller
of Homer will talk on Democratic local
politics.
The Homer clubs are hearing both
sides of the political questions this fall.
Mrs. Clayton R. Lusk of Cortland was
the speaker at a recent meeting and
reviewed the Republican Party’s platform and candidates.
Mrs. Newton has arranged also for
Cortland women to meet Mrs. Roosevelt
at a parlor meeting to be held at 2:30
Monday afternoon at the home of Mrs.
John A. Wavle, 23 Tompkins street.
Young Teddy Comes at 12:55
Col. Roosevelt’s train will arrive
at the Lehigh station at 12:55 and it is
scheduled to leave at 1:30. The interval
is too brief for the Republican candidate
for Governor to come up town and the
gathering will be at the rear of his car at
the Lehigh Valley station.
The candidate’s day will begin at
Auburn and stops will be made at
Moravia and Groton and for fifteen
minutes at Freeville, from 12:25 to
12:40, on the way to Cortland. Col.
Roosevelt’s party upon leaving Cortland
will go to East Ithaca and Ithaca, and
then to Owego and Waverly, and wind
up the day with the tenth speech at
Binghamton.

2.“Democratic
Rally:
Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt to speak at
Mrs. Newton's Tonight,” Cortland
Standard, October 20, 1924, p. 6.
Fultonhistory.com (Cortland NY
Standard 1924 – 2823).
This evening Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt of New York, whose husband was assistant secretary of the
navy under President Wilson and who
is prominent as a Democratic _____
among the women voters of this ___
will speak this evening to the members
of the Sennightly club at the home of
Mrs. J. C. Newton in Clinton-st. The
members of the Leisure Hour club are
also invited to share the meeting and
hear Mrs. Roosevelt speak. She will
present the _____ of the campaign from
a Democratic standpoint. [Note: Some
words are missing because the copy is
on a fold of the newspaper.]
3. “Cortland County Women Hear
Mrs. Roosevelt’s Addresses, The
Cortland Democrat, Friday, October
27, 1924, p. 1. Fultonhistory.com
(Cortland NY Democrat 1924 –
0375).
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt discussed
political Issues before some three hundred Cortland county women at meetings last Monday afternoon and evening. About thirty ladies met her at luncheon at the Cortland House at 1o'clock,
and at 2:30 the parlors at the home of
Mrs. John A. Wavle were filled to listen
to Mrs. Roosevelt.
In the evening, Mrs. Jesse C. Newton
of Homer entertained the Sennightly
club, who had the members of the
Leisure Hour club as guests, and Mrs.
Roosevelt was the speaker. Her long
acquaintance with public affairs, including her residence in Washington where
her husband was assistant secretary of
the navy during the Wilson administration, and her activities for suffrage, have
given Mrs. Roosevelt a grasp of public
affairs that is equaled by few, and her
Democratic view-point is attained from
convictions. She is thus enabled to use
most forceful arguments, and at the
same time gives a fair hearing to her
opponents.
Miss Frances Miller of Homer spoke at
both meetings for the local Democratic
ticket. Mrs. Roosevelt was entertained
at dinner Monday evening at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. R.H. Miller in Homer.

LET’S TALK ABOUT EDUCATION

FEBRUARY 13 @ 7PM
UPDATE FOR PARENTS:

Understanding How Elementary Education Has
Changed Since You Went To School


Project Based Learning



STEM: Science, Technology, Engineering & Math



Culturally Relevant Teaching



Standards & Assessment



Inclusive Education

The Parent Network for Better Education is proud to introduce “Let’s talk
about Education” an informal discussion series for parents of children
pre-school thru elementary school-age. Local teachers and educational
experts will provide up-to-date information on topics most important to
parents. Each meeting will consist of a short introduction to the discussion
topic followed by an open conversation. All viewpoints will be welcomed
and encouraged.

Homer Center for the Arts
72 South Main Street, Homer, NY

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED
Next Discussions:
March 15 - Nature, Agriculture & the Environment in Education
April 11 - STEM and Elementary Education
For more information, email: parentnetwork4education@gmail.com

Scythian at C4Arts March 4

Submitted by Gail Bundy and Kathryn
Bundy Locke

Even Small Ads Get Noticed
in

The Homer News

The Center for the Arts (72 S. Main St. Homer, New York) kicks off the Spring
Concert Season on March 4th with immigrant rockers Scythian. Hailing from
Washington D.C., Scythian brings thunderous energy, technical prowess, and
storytelling songwriting into a barn-dance rock concert experience.
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Center Players to Present
George Orwell's "Animal Farm"

Woodruff and Pierce Brickyard - located on West Road in Homer
Submitted by Harry Coleman, Jr.

Center Players, the community theater group at the Center for the Arts in Homer,
presents a stage adaptation of George Orwell's "Animal Farm," on February 17,
18, 24, 25 at 7:00pm. Tickets range from $8 - $12, and are available by calling:
607-749-4900 or online at Center4Art.org.
Opening on a note of triumph for the farm animals who have emancipated themselves from the cruel mastery of a human owner, the play mounts to a climax in
which the other animals discover themselves now subject to the rule of even more
ruthless autocrats: the cunning pigs. Intermingling humor and drama, Animal Farm
leaves the audiences shaken with the tale of a tragedy that happened in a mythical
barnyard far away...but could happen in our own back yard.
Directed by Ty Marshal, the production features a cast of local and regional actors
helping to bring the play to life. "While Orwell's novel traditionally explores the
Russian revolution, and the Stalinist era of the Soviet Union, the themes in the
play are hauntingly reflective of many of today's modern events."
Told in the manner of a fairy tale, the cast been rehearsing for approximately three
weeks.
"We had originally scheduled this piece to be staged in 2016, but decided to wait
until the timing was just right - and the current time couldn't be more perfect," said
Marshal. "The cast has been extraordinary in their commitment to bringing this
story to life in such a short time."
Animal Farm runs Fridays and Saturdays February 17, 18, 24, 25 at 7:00pm.
Tickets are available by calling 607-749-4900 or visiting Center4Art.org.

“Understanding
and Responding
to DementiaRelated
Behavior”
“Understanding and Responding
to Dementia-Related Behavior” will
be presented by the CNY Chapter of
the Alzheimer’s Association. During
the middle stage of dementia, the person with the disease often starts to
exhibit new behaviors that can be confusing for a caregiver. These behaviors
are a form of communication, and are
essential to understanding the needs of
the person with dementia.
Understanding and Responding
to Dementia-Related Behavior assists
caregivers to decipher behaviors and
determine how best to respond, including how to identify common triggers
for behaviors associated with dementia, explain the process for assessing
and identifying challenging behaviors,
and list strategies to address some
common dementia-related behaviors.
Please join us for this free event on
Tuesday, February 14th from 2:30
pm to 4 pm in room 302 of the
County Office Building, 60 Central
Avenue, Cortland. Call 607-753-5060
to register for this event hosted by the
Area Agency on Aging.

First National Bank of Dryden
Brings Local Banking Back to
Main Street Homer
Recently, The First National Bank of Dryden opened its doors to welcome customers to the new, Homer Office. Located in the Union Building at 12 South Main
Street, The First National Bank of Dryden brings a bit of history back to present
day Homer. Because the bank is locally owned, it brings with it a sense of familiarity for many residents who might have remembered the days when another locally
owned bank – the Cortland Savings Bank – was in that same location.
Clinton Brooks is a new Vice President with the bank, recently hired to manage
the Homer office. Brooks welcomes customers, helps them set up new accounts
and serves as a loan officer. He’s a life-long Homer resident and is pleased and
proud to be part of bringing a local banking experience back to the village. “We
are excited to be in Homer and enjoy seeing familiar faces walk through the doors
each day,” shared Brooks, “We’re here to help, offering a local banking perspective as a fellow member of your community.” he continued.
Brooks emphasized that all of the services available at the other office locations
will always be offered at the Homer office as well. He stressed that when it comes
to mortgages, people can have confidence in knowing that their mortgage will
never be sold to a third party. “That’s one of the benefits of a locally owned, community bank,” he commented. “Everything is kept here, safe and secure.”
Brooks serves on the bank’s board of directors and has for five years prior to
becoming Vice President and opening the Homer office. He and one other board
member are both Homer residents and had heard from the community that they
would like to see the bank open an office here. “We knew that we could provide
the level of customer service the community was looking for,” said Brooks. “It’s a
tradition of excellence The First National Bank of Dryden has been committed to
for over 100 years”.
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Winterfest Photos by Harry Coleman, Jr.
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Above - Human Dog Sled Race
Winners.
Left - Parade Participants

Winterfest Photos by Harry Coleman, Jr.
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
the PORT WATSON MINI CONFERENCE CENTER

12b16

Your GO-TO venue for every occasion!
Business Meetings-Conferences-Trainings
Weddings-Birthdays-Graduations-Reunions-Anniversaries-Parties
Stop by or give us a call today to book your event! 607-753-1447
Douglas and Marian Withey 607-345-0016
e-mail: w2otg@verizon.net

131 PORT WATSON STREET, CORTLAND, NY 13045

8b17

12c16

Sally Brown Kurtz
CBR, GREEN, GRI, Associate Broker
Heritage Realty
7 James Street, Homer, NY 13077

Hot Lunch Items Daily
Try Our
Sharp Cheese

*

*

5887 Rt. 281 - Little York, NY



607.345.5353 Cell
Sally@hometoheritage.com
607.299.2606 Fax

Open Mon-Sat.: 8 am - 6 pm

5a17

Jim Hopkins

Animal Clinics of Homer and Tully
Dr. Tami Lovesky



Compassionate Veterinary care in the convenience of
your home or one of our two convenient locations
HOUSE CALLS provide decreased stress on pets! No
additional charge for house calls within 10 miles
Affordable boarding available at our Tully office




360 Route 281
Tully, NY 13159
(315) 696-8821
tullypetvet.com

3a17

Financial Advisor

EdwardJones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

3 North Main Street
Homer, NY 13077
Bus. 607-749-2982 Fax 877-222-8712
Cell 607-591-1480
james.hopkins@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com
12c16

66 South West St.
Homer, NY 13077
(607) 749-7223
3b17

Pat Hill Community Building

6c16

Behind the Homer Fire Department at 45 South Main St., Homer, NY

Contact Us For Your Rental Needs
භWedding RecepƟons භWedding Showers
භBirthday PaƌƟes භGraduaƟon PaƌƟes
භFamily Reunions භWork PaƌƟes
භGroup OrganizaƟons භFundraisers

Homer, NY 13077

(607) 753-0300
Paving - Residential & Commercial - Asphalt Sealing

Please contact 607-756-2056 or 607-423-1761

12c16

6c16

12b16

6c16

4 Convenient Locations:
/XNHU5RDG5W1RUWK 
&RSHODQG$YH+RPHr
Sizes: 5’ x 10’ to 10’ x 30’

607.756.4307

Daniel Mones
Andrew Mones

Climate controlled available at Luker Road

Closed January & February - Happy New Year!

3b15

6c16

Tom Niederhofer

Custom Homes & Remodeling

11 A Water Street
Homer, NY 13077

(607) 749-5649
www.tncustomhomes.net
info@tncustomhomes.net

A

11b15

Elizabeth Brewster House
NYS certified Adult Home/Respite Care Provider
6RXWK0DLQ6WUHHW+RPHU1<

607-749-2442
Comfortable and Dignified Living in
a Gracious Village Setting

MICHAEL KILMER, administrator
mkilmer@brewsterhouse.org

5b17
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“SPRING THAW”
Antiques & Collectibles

FLEA MARKET
Dryden Fire Hall
6XQGD\0DUDPWRSP

Free
Admission

)LQJHU/DNHV%RWWOH&ROOHFWRUV www.fingerlakescollecting.org

THEME: BLACK HISTORY MONTH
ACROSS
1. a.m. slice
6. “____ humbug!”
9. French Sudan, today
13. Opposite of bonjour
14. *Jesse Owens’ team
15. Take exception to
16. Brightest star in Cygnus
17. Snowmobile runner
18. On the rocks
19. Highest level
21. *”Hidden ____,” movie (2016)
23. ____ Luis Obispo
24. Goes with rave
25. Scepter’s partner
28. Heat in a microwave
30. Greek poet from Lesbos
35. Road shoulder
37. Irritate
39. Lively olden-day dance
40. Diva’s delivery
41. *Public ____ hip hop group
43. Wild ox of India
44. Tropical smoothie flavor
46. Charades, e.g.
47. ____ Pound, poet
48. Chest pain
50. Pop group “’N ____”
52. Mary Kay’s last name
53. A long walk
55. To boot
57. *Emancipation Proclamation
President
61. *Dodgers’ Rookie of the Year in
1947
64. Perfect
65. Lennon’s wife
67. Hop-drying kilns
69. Facial growth
70. “Is,” no longer
71. Express a thought
72. Fill beyond full
73. Indefinite degree
74. Seventh month of Hebrew calendar
DOWN
1. Little bit
2. Lyric poem, pl.
3. Hokkaido native
4. “____ Like Old Times”
5. *Railroad conductor
6. Portrait sculpture
7. Pose a question
8. Israeli port
9. Carte du jour
10. Gulf V.I.P.
11. Playwright Clare Booth ____
12. Wraths
15. Soldier’s ID
20. Habituate

Vintage Bottles, Glassware, Paper Items,
Books, Records, Toys, Jewelry,
Stoneware and more!!

Greenbriar

Adult Home

ȱȱȱ ȱęȱȱ 
&RUWODQG6WUHHW+RPHU1<

 
VERY Affordable Senior Living in a beautiful historic
Village setting - Currently Under New Management

607-591-3096
HAIRSTYLIST & COLORIST

Amanda Blum-Allen
Images Salon
43 North Main Street
Cortland, New York
607-756-2512
mandallen33@gmail.com
22. Opposite of outs
24. News announcement to the press
25. *44th President
26. Was rebroadcast
27. Carry something
29. *Espoused civil disobedience
31. 1950s pin-up Bettie
32. Eloise’s residence
33. Meryl Streep’s “The ____”(2002)
34. *Philanthropist Winfrey
36. Gaspar, Balthasar and Melchior
38. *Harry Belafonte, first African-American to win
one (1960)
42. Gossipmonger
45. Wait on a phone
49. Be unwell
51. Pupa’s shelter
54. “Little ____ fact”
56. Giraffe’s cousin
57. “Mad ____” word game
58. Lightbulb over head?
59. Whiskey without water
60. Nurse’s attention
61. *____ Gibson, “the black Babe Ruth”
62. a.k.a. The Islamic State
63. Europe’s highest volcano
66. *1831 slave rebellion leader
68. *Obama before becoming President

The Homer News

CLASSIFIED ADS - $7.50
$7.50 per issue for the first 20 words,
5¢ for each word over 20 words
Fill out and mail this coupon with your payment to the Classified Department,
PO Box 125, Homer, NY 13077. All ads must be in our hands by Friday
at 5 p.m. for Thursday’s paper.

Name ________________________________________________
Adress _______________________________________________
Phone ___________________________No. of Issues to run ____
Heading to be placed under ______________________________
1________________ 2 ________________ 3 ________________
4________________ 5 ________________ 6 ________________
7________________ 8 ________________ 9 ________________
10______________ 11 _______________ 12 ________________
13______________ 14 _______________ 15 ________________
16______________ 17 _______________ 18 ________________
$7.50 for this many words
19______________ 20 _______________
5¢ for each additional word
21______________ 22 _______________ 23 ________________
24______________ 25 _______________ 26 ________________
27______________ 28 _______________ 29 ________________
30______________ 31 _______________ 32 ________________
33______________ 34 _______________ 35 ________________

No. of words over 20 = __________ x 5¢ = ___________

Solution to
January 26
Puzzle

Tell Our Advertisers
you saw their ad
in

The Homer News

+ $7.50
= subtotal __________
x No. of issues __________
= TOTAL ENCLOSED ________________

CLASSIFIEDS
WANTED TO BUY

APARTMENT FOR RENT

WE BUY good estate jewelry, recyclable gold, and coins. Call 607-753-7003
for appointment. Sheridan's Jewelers,
8 Main Street, downtown Cortland.

ONE and TWO BEDROOM apartment
available in village of Homer. No pets,
no smoking. Available September 1st.
$625 for one bedroom plus utilities,
$750 for two bedroom plus utilities.
Please call 749-7808. Security and first
month's rent due at move in.
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Homer Police Awards Ceremony

1st row from left to right: Officer Compton, Sgt Eckard, Officer
Neno & Officer Howell
2nd row from left to right: Officer Bennett III, Officer Parrow,
Officer Shingledecker, Officer Huttleson & Chief Pitman
Absent when photo taken: Officer VanOrden, Officer Lake, Officer
Warner and Officer Phelps.

Officer Parrow and his father, Chet.
Homer Police Chief Robert Pitman recently announced the following awards and certificates given by him to recognize the efforts
of the members of the Homer Police Department and the former
District Attorney.
-Officer Bennett III (Exceptional Duty Award) - for his coordination and effort he put forth regarding the active shooter training
held at the Homer Intermediate School on February 16th and 17th
of 2016.
-Sgt. Eckard (Life Saving Award) – for assisting someone who
was choking at a local restaurant on April 22, 2016.
-Officer Howell- (Life Saving Award) – for aiding someone who
had been stung by bees and realized the person was in anaphylactic shock on June 19, 2016.
-Officer Neno- (Certificate of Recognition) – obtained his emergency medical technician certificate during 2016 to better serve
the people of Homer.
-Officer Shingledecker – (Certificate of Recognition) – assisting
with investigations and leading the department with DWI’s arrests
in 2016.
-Officer Parrow and County Police Officer Eckes-Conway (Award
of Honor)– who entered the burning structure on South Main St.
on September 2, 2016 in an effort to rescue someone who was
still inside but were forced out due to the intense heat and smoke.
-Homer Police Chaplain Forbes (Certificate of Recognition) volunteering his assisting with a major incident in the village for 19
hours and for his dedication to the officers of the Homer Police
Department.
-Former DA Mark Suben – a plaque was presented to him regarding his dedication and service as district attorney for Cortland
County for 8 years.

Officer Compton of the Homer PD and Cub Master Rick Burt at
the Pinewood Derby. Officer Compton said he got a report of illegal racing and driving without a license. A good sport, he helped
start a race.

For a complete list of homes
for sale, visit:

www.yaman.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8AM-6PM
Sat. 9AM-1PM or
Call For An Appointment!
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Where is The Homer News
Being Read??

Gary and Jeanette Sweeney read The Homer News in Cancun, Mexico, while there for their
son’s wedding.

